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- Closa-ug detail of the Sharkmauth an the noss of the 4580

Bomb Group fomating ship, Cenainly mare L
engined typa camied the marking during World War IL Note whi 0 aorials, (USAF)

Liberntors than any ather multi-

SHARKMOUTH 1945-1970

During the post-war years many unit and indi-
vidual sharkmouth designs have come and gone.
Until their final disbandment as an operational fighter
squadron, No. 112 Squadron, R.AF., were the most
consistent users of the insignia; and there is a
rumour that even after disbandment the sharkmouth
refused to die, re-appearing on a new type of back-
ground when the unit was re-formed for the fourth
time as a Home Defence Bloodhound missile
squadron !

The 51st Fighter Group retained their sharkmouth
until disbanded in December 1945. It is not known
if the insignin was resurrected on the P-47 and P-61
aircraft with which the unit was equipped when it
was re-activated in October 1946; the next confirmed
use of the sharkmouth on 51st Fighter Interceptor
aircraft occured towards the end of the Korean War,
when the group was equipped with North American
F-86F Sabres; the design was retained subsequently
in Japan and Oku:mwa

The Phili D and Ci ian  Air
Forces have inl d F-51 M in
unit strength with the sharkmouth much in evidence;
indeed, at the btgmn:ng uf 1970 u:: Calomblam still
have one dron of st opera-
tional. Unexpectedly the Mexicin Air Force approved
the use of the marking on their newly-acquired D.H.

Vampire FB.4's, equipping Ne. 200 Fighter Squadron;
this is the first known use of the sharkmouth by the
Mexicans. During the mid-1950's the insignia
appeared on the Dassault Ouragans of the Israeli
Defence Force/Air Force, one of the most vigorous
and formidable of the world's younger air arms. The
West German Lufrwaffe unit, LEKG 41, used the
design as a unit marking for a brief period; their
Fist G.9IR's carried the sharkmouth during the
NATO Bulls Eye Competition in the summer of
1969,

Over the past few years honours appear to be
roughly even between the U.S.AF. and the U.S.
Navy, as to the number of units flying sharkmouth
aircraft; if anything, the balance is slightly in favour
of the U.S. Navy, a reversal of the position existing
during the war years. In 1969 the mouth appeared on
Bell AH-1G Huey Cobra helicopter gun - ships,
and no doubt this will not be the last time some
variation of this historic and evocative aircraft marking
is flown into combat by one of the world's air forces
or naval air arms. One thing is cenain; the pilots who
fly the ¥ in future igns will be hard
put to it to surpass the record of the men who wrote
carlier chapters of the sharkmouth swory—for the
tradition is built on a foundation of gravestones and
medals, second to-none.
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Above: B-24J of the 375th Bomb Squadron landing at Kweilin, sou 8l China, see AIRCAM Mo, 11 Vol. 1 for colour details, (Jack

Canary via A, M. Bugschal)

Above & below: Selection of Sharkmouths and other nose decor on Liberators of the 308th Bomb Group, Alr Fodes, CBI. (Eric Hart via
R. M. Hilry

Below: B iy Sister an 0D and grey B-24) of the 308th Bomb Group in its dispersal aroa at Kweilin airfield, China, Serial in yeliow on
fin 273318 with 505 balow. (Erie Hart via R. M
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¢ leaving Hengyang after bombing supply dump on outskirts of city on 161h September 1944, 375th Bomb Squadron,

ar BEwith #d port undercart aftar running out of nunway 81 Kweilin. (vis E. R McDowell)

Below: Line-up of 376th B Liberators an Nan
in with & load of gas to keep the fighters cperational

th Bomb Gioug, Dth Air F
fin and rudder, serial 2

orce, ETO. Photo taken on Beauval

le wirfisid.
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Above: Martin B-268 Marsuder of the 397th Bomb Group. 599th Bomb Squadron, 9th Al Force, ETO. See colour illy
Below: Srs-kr‘muh B-26 Marnndnr of an unknown unit of the 12th Air Force, MTO. OD and
Fips. n fin, serial 243304 in yeliow, There is another photograph of this aircraft in the
from ahesd and abave, Peg. number EAZ4353. (IWM)
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Orlando Fietd, Floride. Fled mouth, white teath, red lips and
n. (Photo USAF)
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Above: A B-26J Mitchell of the "Air Apaches’
Bomb Group ‘Air Apaches’

458th Bomb Sq._mmn ‘Bats Quta Hall"

Mitchall attaciing o convey
o Jag nscor vessel spps

Keviang. New In
n di

king Japanese troop cancentrations and spply dumps in Humbolt Bay, New Guines.

Sth Alr Force. (USAF)
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Above: B-24J Mitchell, 345th Bomb Group ‘Adr
Apachey’. 493th Bomb Squadron “Bats Outa Hell’,
Bth Air Force. Seo colour ilustration. (via E A.
MeDowall)

Right: Close-up showing the Batmouth and arma.
ment in deted. {via E. A McDowall)

Below: Only known Royal Australian Air Force
Mitchall with a Shasio & M. Il of No. 2
Squadron at Hughes Fisld. Northern Territary, June
1944, Ne. 2 Squadron code was KO but neither code
nar serial is known, (via Frank F. Smith)

Right: “Butcha’ & Sharkmouthed A-20G Havoe
of the 410th Bomb up, Sth Air Fores. ETO.
The only known exampia of 8 Hth AF Havoc
with the Sharkmouth. neithes the code nor
seral it known. Note D-Day Invasion stripes.
(via Frank F. Smith)
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and tip of fin and rudiee, (USAF]
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Morb Krang via R, M. Hul)
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P-518 Mustang of the 363rd
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A. Brown Jr. For
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Abave & below: “Jeanne I rful P=518 Mustang almost certainly o 618t Group o field at Kwailin in south-central
China. Legend on the signpost reads "Los Angeles City Limits’. See colour illustration, (Jack Canary vis R. M, Buesc
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Above: Neat fo
{via Hugo Hooftman

Leoft & bedow left: F-510 Mus-
tang one of two flown by
Brigadior General B, N, Ebuen
of the Philippine Air Force. See
colour illustrations of both air-
craft. (0. W. Menard)

Bolow: Insignia dotail of 001,
(0. W. Menard)






Above: Do Havilland Vampire
of Escundron Aerec de Pelea
Mexican Force, See colo
{Jose Villola Jr.)

p showing detail of

eockpit is Cor. P, A,
ez Garrido, squadron
Ibala Jr.)

Balow: Gloster k n. (Andras Kelemen via Mario Roberto vaz Carneiro)

i Support Squadron, Bien Hoa Air Base. South Vietnam. Photograph taken in December
{D. W. Menard)
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jonn American P-510 Mustang. annn lqw Groun.
i Fightar Squadion, Bn Alr Foroa,

North Amevican P-B1D Mustang, 1Bth Fightar Bomber
Wing, 12sh Fighter Bomber Squadren, Koma, Novemibee
1881

6
Nori Amwrican P-8$10 Mewsiang. $th Fghier Group, 27
Chaase Amencan Lomposts Wing.

e fang, Chink. July 1945,




1
North Amarican Mustang M IV, No. 112 "Shas” Squadson,
No. 230 Fightar Bomber Wisg, Dusart Ak Forca, RAF,
Cervin. Haly, Apeil 1945,

Morth Amaricen P-510 Mustang, Mo. 122 Squadres,
Nathariands East indies Ak Force

3
Norh Amarices P-510 Mustang. Philppine Air Foree.
Flown by Brigadeer Genessl B. N. Ebusn. 50 on tusslags.

Moot Aamarcan P-$10 Mumang. Frifoplon A Kirvs
Flown by Brigadier Genaral B. N. Ebuen. 001 on fusel

5
Nonh Amaricsn F-51D, Dominicen Alr Foece. Squadron
Commander's sircraft




North Amascan B-28 Mischal 1260 Bamb Group. 10ih Al Fome.
EBI, Pandrvesws, ledia, Tiog Dain

o Amaeican B-25H Minchet, AAF Tacsesl Canier, Oando ek,
Florida, 21

2z

Horn Amarean F-10 Mitchel, ura unknows, Caribbes Ares. ‘atc
Packin W
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"N Foren, EWPA. Biak- Pripgioms. 1944

in B-768 Marsudes. 397th Bomb Group, §98 Bomd Soustron. =
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Donmd\'l'\nlll PR Mo 18 Wk S S Enghee
Air Force, RAF, Fassburg., Germasy. Masch 1951,

2
Canadair Sabre F.4, No. 112 Shark’ Squasdren, 2nd Tectiesl Al Fesca,
AP, Beuggen, Germany, Jan.—Nov, 1955

-2
Fawkar Hunter F.4, No. 112 "Shar” Squadron, 2nd Tactical Air Forcs,
RAF, Bruggen, Germasry, Nov. 1965-Mey 1957,

1
Fist G.97AFY, unit unknown, Lufrwatfe

5
Fiat G.O1A/A, LEKG 41, Luftwatle.

Bassaut 140450 Cumgin.
Oparation

Israeli Delwrce Fosca/Air Fomce. Susr
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Amarican F-100C Super Babra, 137th Tacnesl Fighter Squadron, Ksnsss Al Natignal

N,
Gumd, McConnell AFH, Cansas. 1968
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AIRCAM AVIATION SERIES

Each publication illusirates one type or major sub-types No. 12 Avro Lancaster
of a famous aircraft in the colour schemes and markings
of the Air Forces of the World. Each issue will contain eight Mo, 13 Nakajima Ki.43
pages of colour side view illustrations, supporting black
and white plan view drawings showing where necessary Mo. 14 Republic F/RF-84F
both upper and under surfaces, one hundred and twenty- Thunderstreak Thunderflash
five half-tone photographs, each issue will also contain
one full colour plate illustrating twenty examples of Unit s
Insignia of the World's Air Forces, No. 15 Bosing B-17 Flying Fortress
No. 16 Mitsubishi ABm-Zero-Sen
Ne. 1 North American P-51D Mustang
No. 17 Nerth American F-86A-H Sabre Vol. 1.
No. 2 Republic P-47 Thunderbolt
No. 18 Nakajima Ki.27
No. 3 North American Mustang Mk 11V
North American P-51B and D
AIRCAM ‘SPECIALS"
No. 4 Supermarine Spitfire Mk. 1-XVI,
Merlin Engine No. 1 Battle of Britain
The Supsmaring Seitfis, Havekee Hunicano
No. 5 North American P-51B/C Mustang :Zfa..rmw"m g "““ 5
No. 2 Finnish Alr Force
No. B Gurties | P40} Kittyhigwic Mk LIV A conphi: vy ol tha: mem #ir Force from
N 7 Cardd P_40 Warh " formation 1o the present
0. urtiss arhaw!
Nos. 3 & 4 Sharkmouth
No. 8 Supermarine Spitfire—Griffon Engine e R T
in the fest World War 10 the present day.
. &) Spad. Saouty No. 6 Czech Air Force.
A pectorial history of the Czech Air Force through
No. 10 Lockheed P-38 Lightning twio World Wars 1o the present cay. 16 pages
in colour,
No. 11 Consolidated B-24 Liberator

List of types featured in this velume.

Consolidated B-24 Liberator

Martin B-28 Marauder

MNorth American B-25 Mitchell

North American F-10 Mitchell
Douglas A-20G Havoo

Douglas Boston MEk. 111

Handley Page Halifax

Yak-90D

Yak-9M

North American Mustang Mk, 111 & IV
Nerth American P-51B/C/D Mustang
Grumman FGF-3 & =5 Hellcat
Veught F4U-4 Corsair

Grumman F3F-3 Panther
North American T-6G Texan
Messerschmitt Bf. 109G
Pilatus D.3801 (M.S. 406)

De Havilland Vampire FB.4 & §
Gloster Mateor F.4

Cessna 01-E Bird Dog
Canadair Sabre F.4

Hawker Hunter F.4

Republic AF-84F Thunderflash
Fiat G.91R/3

North American F-86K Sabre
Dassault MD 460 Curagan

Canadair CF-104 Starfighter
Lockheed P-BOA Shoating Star
North American F-86F Sabre
Lockheed F-94E

Morth American F=100 Super Sabre
Republit F-105D Thunderchief
McDonnal F-4E Phantom
Lockheed P2V=2 Neptune
Grumman F11F-1F Tiger
WVought FBU-1 Crusader

LTV A-7B Corsair

Bell AH-1G HueyCobra |

North American OV-10A Bronco

Frent Cover- Top to Bottom
tnnsnl

FD;'I GS1AM, LEKG 41, Luftwatl

=24 Liberator, formating aircraft, 458th Bomb Group, 8th Air Force, ETO.
and Vampire FB.4, No. 200 Fighter Squadron, Mexican Ax Force.

o,
Notli Amarican F—100C Super Sabes. 127th Tactial Fighter Squadeon. Kanaas Air National Guard.
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