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Gnats of the RED ARROWS in excellent formation at the top of a loop, 1970 scheme. (Flight International)

AEROBATIC TEAMS

Without doubt the most colourful military aircraft
of the post war years have been the various types
flown by the Aerobatic Teams of the Worlds Air
Forces. A few of these teams have performed year
in and year out for nearly rwenty years but the
majority appear for one, two or three seasons, their
places to be taken by another squadron or unit as
they are phased out of service for one reason or
another. Three of the longest performers on the
Aerobatic scene, more or less consistent with their
markings for the entire period are the Thunderbirds
and Skyblazers of the United States Air Force and
the Blue Angels of the United States Navy. Other
teams which have performed over a longer period of
time than the average are the Red Arrows of the
Royal Air Force, Patroulle de France of the French
Air Force and Les Diables Rouges of the Belgian
Air Force, on the other side of the world the Blue
Impulse team of the Japanese Air Self Defence
Force have been in being since shortly after the
North American F-86F Sabre went into unit service.

The team which probably reached the pinnacle

of mass formation aerobatics was the never to be
forgotten all black Hunters of Treble One, No. 111
Fighter Squadron, Royal Air Force, and at the other
end of the scale are the impeccable performances by
Les Manchots from the Elementary Flying Training
School of the Belgian®Air Force.

Illustrated in this volume are many of the well
known and a few of the lesser known teams, volume
two will contain a similar selection but with more
lesser known teams such as the following; F-84G
Thunderjets of the Greek Air Force; Hunter F.6
Blue Diamonds of 2nd TAF, Germany; Northrop
F.5 ROK Air Force; the many and varied teams of
the Iralian Air Force, the early Seahawk and
Scimitar teams of the Fleet Air Arm, the teams of
Sweden, Brazil, Denmark, Australia, New Zealand
and South Africa, Brazil and Mexico. The Skyhawks
of the Air Barrows, Glenview NAS Demonstration
Team; the Minutemen of the Colorado Air National
Guard; Red Devils, Silver Sabres, Sabre Knights
and the Skyblazers, all of the United States Air
Force.
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Above: Jat Provost T.Mk.4 of THE VIPERS, No. 2 Flying Training School, the basic scheme is natural metal with red Dayglo bands, see colour

illustration.  (P. R. March)
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Above: Starboard side view of a Jet Provost of the LINCOLNSHIRE POACHERS, 1969 team. (P. R. March)

Below: Jet Provost of the No. 1 Flying Training School LINTON GIN team. 1969 scheme. (P. R. March)




Above a RED PELICAN of the 1964 team and below in 1969 scheme. (Top S. P. Peltz, bottom P. R. March)
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North American F-100D Super Sabre, SKYBLAZERS Aercbatic Team, United
States Air Force.

AEROBATIC TEAMS 19a0-1970
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bove: The RED PELICANS
yming in for a neat formation
nding during the 1962 season.
5. P. Peltz)

ight: Impressive “bomb burst’
/ the RED PELICANS, 1962.
. R. March)
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Above: Line-up of Jet Provosts of THE MACAWS in the pale grey and red scheme of 1968. (S. P. Peltz)
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Above: Good starboard side detail shot of one of THE MACAWS in their latest scheme, 1969-70. (S. P, Peltz)

Above: Neat “vic” by three Jet Provosts of THE MACAWS, 1969. (P. R. March)
Below: Jet Provost of the No, 1 FTS team LINTON GIN, 1969. (S. P. Psltz)
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Above: Excellent piece of formation flying by Meteors of the College of Air Warfare team during 1964. Note the variations in Dayglo application.
RAF Manby, Lincolnshire.

Below: Line-up of Meteors of the same team at a later date, serial of B is WKE65. (S. P. Peltz)




Above & below: Gnat T.Mk.1 in the overall yellow scheme of the YELLOWJACKS of 1964, the forerunners of the RED ARROWS, see front
cover for colour illustration. Line-up of the team, serials XR991-2-3-4. (Photos S. P. Peltz)

,
Wl

F *

Above & below: Gnats of the RED ARROWS in the 1956 scheme, note the red and white of the fin flash is thinly outlined in blue. (Photos
5. P. Peltz)




Above: XR992 in 1868 scheme, pitot tuba in all cases natural metal. (5. P. Peltz)

Above: Formation take-off by the RED ARROWS, centre aircraft is XR992, and below a very good starboard side detail shot, note the thin blue
line round the Union Jack. (S. P. Peltz top, P. R. March bottom)
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Above: N XG190, a Hawker Hunter F.6 of the BLUE DIAMONDS, with below S XG225 of the same team, both photos taken in 1962.




Right: Hunter T.7 of the BLUE DIA-
MONDS, aircraft letter V in white
above fin flash, serial XLb671 in black
below white cheat line.

Below: Another 7.7 of the BELUE DIA-
MONDS showing starboard side details.
aircraft letter T in black above fin flash,
serial XLG605 in black above white
cheat line. {S. P. Peltz)

Above & right: Port and starboard
views of a TREELE ONE Hunter F.86,
No. 111 Squadron, one of the most
famous of Royal Air Force Aerobatic
Teams. Top photo was taken before
the addition of the thin white stripes
to the fin flash. Top photo is of
XF418.

Below: Hunter T.7 in the overall
black scheme of TREBLE ONE,
note only vertical white edging to
fin flash, (5. P. Peltz)




Above: Nice piece of flying by Lightning F.1's of THE TIGERS, No. 74 Squadran, RAF. 1962

(S. P. Peltz)

Below: Lightning F.1A’s of THE FIREBIRDS, No. 56 Squadron, RAF, making smo

during a display in 1963




Above: Fine detail shot of a BAC Lightning F.1 of THE TIGERS. No. 7
International)

ow: Line-up of Lightnings THE TIGERS ready for
(S. P. Peltz)




Above: Seahawks of No. 738 Training Squadron, Fleet Air Arm, making smoke at the start of a loop during practice aerobatics. 1957.
Below: Hawker Seahawks FB Mk.3 of No. 738 Squadron, FAA, coming in for a formation landing. 1857. (Photos Flight International)
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Above: Neat formation by the ROUGH DIAMONDS, No. 738 Squadron, this time flying Hawker Hunter GA.11's. See colour illustration for 781.
1967. (S. P. Paltz)

Above: XEBBO another Hunter GA.11 of the ROUGH DIAMONDS, Fleet Air Arm, in similar scheme as 781, photograph taken during 1968

Above: Starboard side view of XF297 781, the Leader's aircraft. (P. R. March)

(P. R. March)

?sI%wMHawker Siddelsy Buccaneer 5.2, PHOENIX FIVE, No. 809 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm, good starboard side view showirg all details.
. R. March)
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Above: A pair of Buccaneers of PHOENIX FIVE taking off during a 1969 display. (P. R. March)
Below: XT277 coming in to land with everything hanging down, PHOENIX FIVE. (P. R March)




- Two good shots of FREDS FIVE taken during displays in 1962, serial of 718 is XJ565. Scheme as for C6 except long-range tanks are grey and
white, (Royal Navy: Ministry of Defence)
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Above: Sea Vixen 5.2 of SIMONS SIRCUS, senial XJ60Y, see colour illustration, No. 892 Sguadron, Fleet Air Arm. 1868, (P. R, March)

Below: XN690 of SIMONS SIRCUS with everything down. note the radoma is all grey on the above two aircraft whilst 302 below has the white
under surface carned straight forward. (5. P. Peltz)

Below: Good starboard side detail shot of 302 XN705, SIMONS SIRCUS, 1968, (P, R. March)
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Above: Very neat formation by SIMONS SIRCUS, No. 892 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm, during a 1968 display. (5. P. Peltz)

Balow: XNB50 taxying down the runway, note the boom join above Royal Navy, SIMONS SIRCUS, 1968. (P. R. March)




Above: Republic F-B4G Thunderjet of the United
States Air Force Demonstration Squadron, the
THUNDERBIRDS in the early 1953 scheme, note
small serial on fin and rudder. (D. W. Menard)

Left: Line-up of 1953 period Thunderjets showing the
starboard side. (D. W. Menard)

Below: Republic F-84F Thunderstreaks rolling out for
take-off during a 1956 display. THUNDERBIRDS.
(USAF)

Bottom: THUNDERBIRD Thunderstreaks streaming
their braking chutes, (USAF)




Above & below: Neat diamond formation by the THUNDERBIRDS during a practice flight over the Arizona desert, serials 6771, 6750, 6732
and 6770 in the slot. (USAF)




Top & above: Classic formations by North American F-100D Super Sabres of the THUNDERBIRDS in early scheme. (USAF)
Below: Dramatic formation take-off by the THUNDERBIRDS. (USAF via J. W. R. Taylor)
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Above: Good take-off shot of THUNDERBIRD Super Sabres showing the later scheme with Thunderbird motit painted on the under surfaces,

see plan view,
Below: Split second converging take-off by a pair of Super Sabres. (Photos LUSAF via Herkenning)




Above: Fantastic flying by a pair of THUNDERBIRD Super Sabres, upper and lower schemes shown to good advantage, note USAF and insignia
inboard on the upper surfaces. (R. W. Harrison)

Below: Good take-off shot of a THUNDERBIRD Super Sabre, note the red and white re-fuelling probe. (5. P. Peltz)

Below: Super Sabre of the THUNDERBIRDS in the latest scheme applied to these aircraft. (D. W. Menard)
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3
BAC Jut Frovost T Mk 4, LINTON GIN, Na. 1 Fiying Training School. RAF. /




1
Howker Sicdeley Gnat T.Mk.1. RED ARROWS, No. 4 Flying Training School, RAF, 1968,




1
Da Havilland Veénom ¥B. 4, No. 60 Squadron RAF. Far East

4
Hawkar Hunter GA 11, ROUGH DIAMONDS. No. 738 Training Squadron, Flaet Air Arm, 1967-68. Loader's aircraft,

]
De Havilland Sea Vixen 5.2, SIMONS SIRCUS, No, B92 Squadran, Fleet Air Arm 1088
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2
Republic F-B4F Thundenet, THUNDERBIADS, USAF. 1858

3
Lockheed T-33A Shooting Star, THUNDERBIADS, USAF

US.AR FORCEE(S |
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Ll
North Ametican F- 1000 Super Satire. THUNDERBIADS, USAF 1958

5
Republic F-105 Thundaccheal, THUNDERBIADS, USAF

[
Megonnall F-4C Phantem, THUNDERBIADS, USAF 1970

US AIR FORCE ={y=




1
Grumman FOF.2 Panthor, BLUE ANGELS. US Nauwy

2
Grumman FAF.B Cougar. BLUE ANGELS, US Mavy,
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4

Grumman FAF-BT Coupar. BLUE ANGELS, US Navy

b
Grumman F11F-1 Tiger, BLUE ANGELS, LIS Mavy
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1
Fouga Majister, PATROULLE DE FRAMCE. French Aw Force,

]
Canadair CL-41A Tutor.

CANADIAN ®@ARMED FORCES =
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1
Hawker Hunter F.6 LES DIABLES ROUGES/RED DEVILS. Belgian Aur Force.




1
Canadair Sebre F-B8E(M) ex MK.2. WHITE SWANS, Turkish Air Force Aerobatic Tadm.

]

&
North Amencan F-BSF Sabre: BLUE DIAMONDS. Philippine Air Force

5
North Amenican F-86F. THUNDER TIGERS. Chinese Manonalist Air Fosee



Above: Excellent shot of the under surfaces of a THUNDERBIRD Republic F-105 Thunderchief. Note the outline of the Thunderbird motif
on the Super Sabre and Thunderchief was white whilst on the Phantom it is red. (Republic)

Below: Nice flying shot of a THUNDERBIRD Thunderchief, see colour illustration. (Republic)
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Above: Under surfaces of THUNDERBIRD Phantoms, nat clearly shown is the red outline ta the Thunderbird motif, see pian view. (Mcdanneil
via J. T. Thompson)

Above: Starboard side view of Medonnell F-d4c Phantom of the THUNDERBIRDS. Grif

fiths AFB, NY, June 1870 (R, W. Harrison)

Above & below: Port and s

tarboard views of Thunderbird Phantoms. note variations, Hanscom Field, Mass.. August 1970. (R. W Harrison)




Right: Starboard side shot of a TV-2
Seastar of the BLUE ANGELS, see
colour illustration. (R, W. Harnson)

Below: Grumman F3F-BT Cougar of
the BLUE ANGELS, US Navy. duringa
visit to the UK during 1265, Ses colour
illustration. (5. P. Peltz)

Above: Grumman F11F-1 Tigers of the BLUE ANGELS neatly lined up pror to a display during 1968. (R. W. Harrison)

Below: Three-quarter rear view of a BLUE ANGEL Tiger during 1965 in the UK. Note smoke making apparatus running along fuselage. (P. R.
March)




Above & below: Mcdonnell F-4J Phantoms. port and starboard views, of the BLUE ANGELS, serial of 5 is 163025, 4 is 153084, Photos taken
at Quonset Point NAS, 1970, RAF Vulcan in background. (Photas R. W, Harrison)
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| Below: Good side view of BLUE ANGELS "1" flown by Pilot Commander Bill Wheat, USN, Flight Leader. (Norman E. Taylor via J, W. R. Taylor)




Above: Fouga Maiister of the PATROULLE DE FRANCE in 1965 scheme, serial UC 362. Note the blue, white and red bands
follow through on the under surface. (S. P. Peltz)

Above: 363 UD shown in the UK in 1966 and below 486 also in the UK during 1966. (P. R. March)

Below: Fouga Majister of the Israsli Defence Force/Air Force Aerobatic Team, 1967, (S. P. Peltz)
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Above & below; Port and starboard views of SAAB-105's of THE VIKINGS, Swedish Air Force, see colour illustration. 1967-68. (S, P, Peltz)

Above & below: Fouga Majisters of LES DIABLES ROUGES/RED DEVILS, Belgian Air Force. Top view taken in 1968, lower 1969, nota the
insignia faces the same direction port and starboard, (8, P, Paltz: P. R. March)




Apbove: Hawker Hunter F.6 of
LES DIABLES ROUGES. the same
insignia 15 used for port and star-
board. see colour illustration.

{S. P. Peltz)

Star formating with four RED
DEVILS on a practice flight. (Lt
' » 2ol M, C. Terlinden)

t Right: Lockheed T-33A Shooting

Left: Another view of the same formation
(Lt. Cal, M, C. Terlinden)

Below: IF-141 a Hunter F6& of the RED
DEVILS, note the thin blue line round the
roundel, This photo and the one of IF-137
above were taken at an earlier date than the two
formations prior to the painting of red and white
checks on the upper surfaces only of the wing-
tips. (5. P. Peltz)
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| Above:; Lockheed T-33A Shooting Star of the RED KNIGHTS, Rovyal Canadian Air Force. (R. W. Harrison)

Above: A RED KNIGHT Shooting Star of a later period, note fin flash and minor variations of

insignia. (S. P. Peltz)
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' Abgve; Shooting Star of the GOLDEN CENTENNAIRES, Royal Canadian Air Force, see colour illustration. {S. P. Peltz)
Below: A spick and span Canadair CL-41A Tutar of the RED KNIGHTS, Canadian Armed Forces, rote smoke making apparatus under the
fuselage. (S. P. Peitz)




Above & below: Line-up of Gloster Meteor F.8's of the RED DIAMONDS, Royal Netherlands Air Force, see colour illustration. (G. H. Kamphuis)

Above: Republic F-84F Thunderstreak of WHISKEY FOUR of the Royal Metherlands Air Force, serial is P-228. (S. P. Paltz)

Below: Neat formation by WHISKEY FOUR. nearest aircraft is P-232 and note WHISKEY-FOUR-67 only appeared on the starboard side nose
(R. Neth, A.F. via G. H. Kamphuis)




a;bgvj: Perfect diamond by Lockheed T-33A’s of WHISKY 4, Royal Netherlands Air Force, note the different spelling of “Whisky". (Maj, A.
. deJon
@) Below: Starboard side view of a WHISKY 4, Shooting Star. (P. R. March)




Perfect tormation keeping by WHISKY 4, the Royal Netherlands Air Force Aerobatic Team. WHISKY 4 appeared on the dark green siripe

ahead of the fuselage roundel on both port and starboard sides. (Maj. A. P. deJong)
v
L4

— e S

™




Above: Canadair Sabre F-86E(M) ex Mk.2 of the
Greek Air Force Aerobatic Team. see colour illus-
tration. (S. P. Pelz)

Left: North American F-86F Sabre of No. 1
Squadron, Spanish Air Force Asrobatic Team,
see colour illustration. (D. W. Menard)

Above: Morth American F-86F Sabre of the BLUE DIAMONDS. Philippine Air Force, see colour illustration, (D. W. Menard)

Below: A THUNDER TIGER North American F-86F Sabre, Chinese Nationalist Air Forca, see colour illustration. (S. P. Paltz)
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AIRCAM AVIATION SERIES

Each publication in the original AIRCAM series illustrates
one type or major sub-type of a famous aircraft in the
colour schemes and markings of the Air Forces of the
World. Each issue contains eight pages of colour side-
view illustrations with supporting black and white plan
view drawings showing where necessary both upper and
under surfaces, one hundred-plus half-tone photographs,
more than half of which have never previously been
published, and between three and seven thousand words
of text. The AIRCAM SPECIALS cover a wide range of
subjects from the three single-seat fighters of the Battle
of Britain to present day Aerobatic Teams. Air Force
Histories and Air Force Colour Schemes and Markings.
and the Specials will have new titles added at regular
intervals. The content of Specials will vary, depending
on subject to between five and ten thousand words and
between fifty and one hundred half-tone photographs;
all will have eight full colour pages.

1 North American P-51D Mustang
Republic P-47 Thunderbolt

w

North American Mustang Mk I/IV
North American P-51B and D Mustang

Supermarine Spitfire Mk I/XVI1, Merlin Engine
North American P-51 B/C Mustang

Curtiss (P-40) Kittyhawk Mk I/1V

Curtiss P-40 Warhawk

0w <N o o B

Supermarine Spitfire—Griffon Engine
9 Spad Scouts

10 Lockheed P-38 Lightning

1 Consolidated B—24 Liberator

12 Avro Lancaster

13 Nakajima Ki.43

14 Republic F/RF-84F
Thunderstreak/Thunderflash

15 Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress

16 Mitsubishi A6M-Zero-Sen

17 North American F-86A/H Sabre Vol. 1
18 Nakajima Ki.27/Manshu Ki.79

19 Grumman F6F3/5 Hellcat

20 Canadair Sabre Mk 1/VI: Vol. 2.
Commonwealth Sabre Mk 30/32

21 Kawasaki Ki.61-1/11l Hien/Ki.100

22 North American B-25C/H. Mitchell
23 Vought F4U-1/7 Corsair

24 Hawker Hurricane Mk I/1V

25 Nakajima Ki.44—la/llb Shoki

26 Hawker Hunter

27 Douglas A—4 Skyhawk

28 De Havilland Mosquito

29 Nakajima Ki.84 Hayate

30 McDonnell F-4 Phantom

AIRCAM ‘SPECIALS’

S1 Battle of Britain
The Supermarine Spitfire, Hawker Hurricane and Messerschmitt
Bf.109E.

s2 Finnish Air Force
A complete histary of the Finnish Air Force from formation
to the present day,

gil Sharkmouth

< In twa Volumes. The history of the SHARKMOUTH markings
from its origin in the German Air Force in the first World War
to the present day.

S5 Czechoslovakian Air Force 1918-1970
A pictorial history of the Czechoslovakian Air Force through
two World Wars to the present day.

S6 Luftwaffe:
Colour Schemes & Markings 1935-1945, Vol. 1. Fighters and
Ground Attack types.

S7 Aerobatic Teams 1950-1970 Val. 1

S8 Luftwaffe:
Colour Schemes & Markings 1935-1945. Vol. 2. Bombers,
Reconnaissance. Maritime, Training and Liaison types.

Royal Netherlands Air Force

Belgian Air Force

Regia Aeronautica:

Colour Schemes & Markings. Vol. 1. Fighters and Ground
Attack types.

Regia Aeronautica:

Colour Schemaes & Markings. Vol. 2. Bombers, Reconnaissance.
Maritime, Training and Liaison types.

United States Army Air Force

Bombardment Group Identification Markings and Codes
189411946, ;

Aerobatic Teams 1950-1970 Vol. 2.
Netherlands East Indies Air Force

West German Luftwaffe

Battle of Britain Bombers Vol. 1.

Battle of Britain Bombers Vol. 2.

Front Cover, top to bottom:

FC1 Republic F-84F Thunderstreak. WHISKEY-FOUR Aerobatic Team, Royal Netherlands Air Force.

FC2 North American F-B6F Sabre, BLUE IMPULSE Aerobatic Team, Japanese Air Self Defence Force.
FC3 Fouga Majister, LES DIABLES ROUGES/RED DEVILS Aerobatic Team, Belgian Air Force.
FC4 Hawker Siddeley Gnat T.Mk.1, YELLOWJACKS Aerobatic Team, No. 4 Flying Training School, Royal Air Force.
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