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USAAF HEAVY BOMB GROUP
Markings & Camouflage 1941-1945

Consolidated B-24 Liberator

The USAAF was the largest user of the B-24 Liberator,
of the nearly 20,000 built, lB.ISS were used the
USAAF in all theatres of wa

Iromically, the first alxla{( o[ this type used in action
by the USAAF wore the dark green and dark earth with
black under surfaces of the RAF. These were aircraft
awaiting delivery to Britain in December 1941, but were
commandeered by the USAAF afier Pearl Harbour. The
Libermor was produced in many wversions, of which the
s the mos( numerous, other versions were the
L and M, produced at no less than five
cenres. All these versions served alongside each other in
the units, as newer aircraft replaced older versions in the
squadrons. As late as carly 1945 one or two elderly D
versions were in use as bombers alongside shiny Natural
Metal (NM) B-24L and M's.

Basically there were three types of camouflage or finish
used on the B-24 Liberator in the USAAF. These were
the Olive Drab (OD) upper surface and Neutral Grey
(Pale Grey) under surface, intended as camouflage for air-
craft on the ground in MNorth West Europe and the
Pacific Area. The demarcation between the two colours
was normally a wavy line, but on some aircraft the two
colours met in a straight or near suraight line.

The second colour scheme was intended for use in |hc
desert areas of the Middle East and Mediterranca
was 10 be scen on aircraft used by the 98th and 3?6\]1
Groups in 1942 and 1943, On these aircraft the upper
surfaces were painted in a light stone colour for desery
use, the under surfaces being pale blue, the demarcation
line was usually siraight. This colour had a definite pink

shade, and is the basis for the well known stories of “Pink
Liberators”. According o legend, the USAAF in 1942
asked a well known US paint manufacturer for a paint
suitable for desert wse, and this manufscturer based his
colour mix on desert colours of the USA, which
apparently have a pinkish hue. This colour scheme had
been discontinued before SAAF discontinued the
use of camouflage in general, and the last pink B-24'
were a few B-24H's which reached the Mediterrancan
area as replacements for aircraft lost on the Ploesti raid.
Those units, however, already had a few olive drab
aircraft on hand at the time of the Ploesti raid on the
1 August 1943,

The third siandard finish on USAAF aircraft was
natural metal (NM). In December 1943 the USAAF
decided not 1o use camouflage on most of its combdr air-
craft, except those in certain special roles, such as night-
fighters. Existing stocks of OD paint were 10 be used uj
first and the last production block of B-24's buil
at San Diego to wear OD was the B-24]-140-CO.

These unpainted aircraft had either OD or man black
anti-dazzle pancls in front of the pilot's cockpit, in
addition some aircralt had the inboard half of the engine
nacelles painted OD as well. A few aircraft had the
fuselage top decking painted in OD but this was com-
paratively rare.

The unpainted aircraft began to arrive as replacements
from abour February 1944 onwards, but did not appear
in large numbers until abour April or May 1944, when
new combat groups began to arrive in the theatres with
a majority of NM aircralt on their srengths, All fabric




arcas such as rudders and ailerons were silver doped.
Until August 1943 the USAAF had a few squadrons
engaged in anti-submarine and coastal patrol operations,
the B-24"s engaged on these operations were camouflaged
OD on the upper surfaces and white on under surfaces,
such operations in August became the prerogative of the
Ii:S NAVY and the OD and white became a scheme of
the past.
The exceptions to the four basic schemes menmnrd
above were the very few special operations squadrons in
"0 and Pacific Area engaged in night operations
and these aircraft were as a general rule camouflaged in
matt black overall, a few ::lclafl were painted ﬂossy
black. Another scheme, local in application as it only
applied to the 308th BG in the I was a matt bl
under surface to the fuselage only in some cases and in
others 1o the complete under surfaces of NM aircraft
wing, engine nacelles and rilplane. One last scheme to
see limited use was the overall grey/blue applied to radar
equipped B-24M's of the 15th Air Force, this scheme on
these aircraft, dubbed “Radar Mickeys”, was short li
only being used during the closing stages of the war in
Europe.

COMBAT MARKINGS OF
B-24 LIBERATOR GROUPS

Bth AIR FORCE

As is well known, at the end of the war in Europe in
May 1945, the Sth Air Force had 12 B-24 bomb
groups all assigned to the four bomb wings of the
2nd Air Division, Earlier, in the summer of 1944, the
8th had no less than 19 operational B-24 groups, with
B-24's forming partial equipment of a twenticth. Five
of these groups were in the Air Division, and because
of the difficulties of operating B-24's and B-17s in the

Liberator Force consisted of only two groups, the 44th
and 93rd.

On these planes, mc nnly marking was an individual
letter on the lower part of the fin, this leter was
usually painted yellow. Mos:t B-24's of this era had
medium green blotching on the edges of the wings and
tailplane, usually restricted to the trailing edges to break
up the aircraft outline whed viewed from above,

In September 1943, there were only four TAOr
groups in the 8th Air Force, but in late 1943 and early
1944 there was a specracular increase in numbers and
because of this the 2nd Air Division was subdivided into
five bomb wings, cach with two or three bomb groups
assigned.

Formation join-ups were very difficult with the large
numbers of aircraft involved orbiting the concentrated
East Anglian_airficlds, some of which were only five
miles apart. For this reason most of the B-24 groups
used multi-coloured formating aircraft or “lead ships”
upon which the rest of the group's aircraft formated. The
“lead ship”, being a war weary unarmed aircraft, it
returned to base as soon as its job was done,

From about April 1944, the outer surfaces of the tails

# A B-24D of the
Group, 9th Aw Fome coming
in 1o land at Solluch LG. near
1 1, Libya aftor the furst

taid. Desert sand and

pale blug schame with white 88

on nose and fin, RAF fin flashos

and early insignia withaut sur-

round and white bars. Da-icer

boots on all leading edges
(USAF)

376 Bomb

Floe:

of B-24's were painted in distinctive colours, indicative
of the bomb wing to which the group belonged. A stripe
of constrasting colour, wvertical, horizomtal or diagonal
indicated the bomb group. This applied to the 2nd Air
Diivision, the circle and letter continued to appear above
the starboard wing.

Each bomb group had four squadrons assigned to it
and each squadron had a code, consisting of either wo
letters or a letter and a number, This two-symbol code
was painted on the rear fuselage, grey on OD, black on
NM. The individual aircraft letter appeared on the
centre of the siripe on the fin. Some groups, the 389th,
445th and 453rd among them, repeated the aircraft letter

! codes on the fuselage,

same bomber stream these five groups were
with B-17's by September 1944. One B-24 group was
1aken off daylight gombmg operations in August 1944,
\].l&d:i another was returned to the USA in November

Each bomb group was allocated a lemer which was

pam:ad on !Il am.-ra:‘l as nn identity muk, each wing had

as o the letter, and

lha( used by lhe 2nd W:nm later 2nd Alr Division was a

circle. White on Olive Drab, black on natural metal
aircraft.

This circle d on the upper i wing and
the outer surfaces of the fins and rudders, on the tail the
circle with the group letter appeared above the serial
number. On the OD aircraft the circle was white with a
black letter, on the NM aircraft the circle was black with
a white letter. These symbols and letters began to be
used about July 1943, when most of the Eighth's
Liberators were operating in the Mediterranean area, on
detachment to the $th Air Force. When the Liberators
returned to the UK about the end of August 1943, they
were then painted with the group symbols, Ea lier,
between October 1942 and July 1943, the Eighth's

8th Air I-on:c B-24 markings and codes, listed by
Combat Wings (BS = bomb squadron).
2nd Wing

389th Grow code C: 564thBS-YO, S65thBS-
EE, S66thBS-RR, 567thBS-HP; black tail, white or NM

wmcsl stripe. Bas:,

Group—group code F: 700thBS-RN, 701sBS-
MK TUZMBS -WV, ?UBrdES-IS, black tail, white or NM
homunul stripe, Bue Tibenham,

453rd Grou p code J: 732ndBS-E3, 733rdBS-
ES8, 734thBS- ?!thS Hé; black til, white or NM
diagonal stripe. Base, Old Buckenham.
14th W’il!ﬂ

44th Group—group code A: 66hBS-WQ, 67thBS-NE,
68thBS- G] 506:hBS-QK; white or NM 1ail, black vertical
stripe. Base, Shipdom.

392nd Group—group code D: S76thBS-Cl, 577thBS-
DC, 578thBS-EC, 579!I|ES-CIC white or NM tail, black
horizontal stripe. Base, Wendling

492nd Group—group code U "$S6thBS- -5Z, B57thBS-



ur.mmv Wagan®, [USAF)

9H, 858thBS-9A, 859thBS-X4; white or NM mail, black
diagonal stripe. Base, North Pickenham. In August 1944
this bomb group was tken off daylight bombing and
re-assigned to other duties, such as air supply of partisans,
spy dropping etc. During three months operations the
492nd Group lost no less than 57 Liberators, mostly due
o German fighter attack. The group was disbanded and
its personnel were distributed among several other bamb
groups, The designation “492nd Bomb Group” was
assumed by the provisional 80lst Bomb Group at
Horrington, then engaged on special operations. The
492nd Group was replaced in the 14th Wing by the 491st
Group from August 1944 until VE Day.

20th Wing

93rd Group—group code B: 328thBS-GO, 329thBS-RE,
330hBS-AG, 409thBS-YM; yellow rail, black vertical bar.
Base, Hardwick, The first B-24 group to arrive in England,
first operated with the 8[h Air Force on 9 October 1942,

446th Group—group code H: 704thBS-FL, 705thBS-
HN, 706thBS-RT, 707thBS-JU; yellow tail, black horizon-
tal mux Base, Bungay.

448th Group—group code I: 712thBS-CT, 713thBS-IG,
TI14thBS-EI, 715thBS-10; yellow tmil, black diagonal
stripe. Base, Seething. From the summer "of 1944 squadron
codes were discontinued, and instead a geometric symbaol
was used. These were a hollow rriangle, square, circle
and diamond, representing the 712, 713, 714 and 715
Bomb Squadrons respectively, These hollow devices were
painted on the fin and the aireraft individual letter was
painted in ir,

48%th Group—group code W. For a short while this
bomb group operated with the 20th Wing. This was from
August 1944 when the 95th Wing ceased operations, until
the 48%th was re-assigned to the USA in November 1944,
During this period the 489th used an all yellow tail with
no black bar.

86th Wing

458th Group—group code K: 752ndBS-Z5, 753rdBS-

P
J4, T54thBS-7V, 735thBS-]3; red tail, white vertical bar,

i o the fast Plo

Base, Horsham St. Faith.

h Group—group code L: 784thBS-T9, 785thBS-
2U, 786thBS-US, ?S?ﬂ'lBS 6L; red mil, white horizontal
stripe. Base, Alu:bndgt

467th Group—group code P: 738thBS-X7, 78%thBS-
64, T90thBS-Q2, 791sBS-4Z; red mil, Whllt diagonal
stripe. Base, Rackheath.
95th Wing

This wing had only two groups, and both were
re-assigned to other wings in August 1944, no further
bomb groups were assigned.

48%th Group—group code W: 844thBS-4R, 845thBS-
54, B4GthBS-8R, B4TthBS-T4; green tail, white vertical
stripe = 95th, yellow il = 20th. Base, Halesworth.

491st Group—group code Z: 852ndBS-30Q, 853rdBS-
T8, 834thBS5-6X, 855thBS-V2; green tail, white horizontal
bar. The 491st, as mentioned above, replaced the 492nd
in the 14th \K":ni in August 1944. The 491st crews did
not want to paint the black diagonal stripe on NM mails
of their aircraft, as this, it was felt, had o many un-
fortunate  connections  with the  ill-fated  492nd.
Accordingly, for several months the 4915t continued opera-
tions with its green and white tail il marking. Eventually
the change was made about January 1945, to the black
diagonal stripe on NM. Base, while xnmnv\d o 95th Wing
was Metfield, when re- :l-mgm:d w l4th Wing the 491st
moved to Morth Pickenham,

The above relates 1o the 14 B-24 groups assigned to
the 2nd Air Division of the 8th Air Force. !.')uring the
summer of 1944, five other groups operated B-24's in the
3rd Air Division. Details are as follows: the group
letter was painted in a square, the 3rd Air Division
symbol.
92nd Wing

486th Grou p code O: 83IndBS-3R, 833rdBS-
4N, 834thBS-25, 35:hBS HE. Base, Sudbury. The group
was I‘E-{q\::pped with B-17 Flying Fortresses early in
August 1944,

48Tth Group—group code P: 836thBS-2G, 837thBS-

wund of flame and smoke fr
d bats, aircralt is D, on low,

s backy




4F, 833thBS-I1C, $3%hBS5-R5. Base, Lavenham. The
group was re-equipped with B-17 Flying Fortresses carly
in August 1944,

93rd Wing

34th Group—group code §: #thBS-Q6, 7thBS-R2,
18thBS-81, 391.BS-3L. Base, Mendlesham. The group
was re-equipped with B-17 Flying Fortresses in Sep-
tember 1944, From about early July 1944, the S in square
was discontinued and the from half of the fins were
painted red.

490th Group—group code T: BS48thBS, S349hBS,
850thBS, 85151BS; codes were issued but not used. Base,
Eye. The group was re-equipped with B-17 Flying
Fortresses in late August 1944, From about the beginning
of July 1944 the T in square was discontinued and the
wpper third of the fin ::& rudder painted red, the lower
two thirds either NM or on OD aircraft white.

493rd Group—group code X: B60thBS, 861:BS,
$62ndBS, 863rdBS; codes were issued but not used. Base,
Debach. The group re-equipped with B-17 Flying
Faortresses in carly September 1944, From about the
beginning of July 1944 the lower third of the fin and
rudder were painted red, the remainder white or NM,
the X in square was discontinued.

One other group operated B-24% although other air-
craft types were used as well, this was the 482nd, a
pathfinder unit which was, after about March 1944,
mainly i with the 1 of radar bi

saup, 15th Air Force with 105 missions 10 its credit, three of them 10 Ploesti. i here shawn feturring from
» marking of the
dises, aircraft et

tignal intignia on the uppe
V and absonce of de-icer b

urtace of the wings. the o
2ts ane freshly applied bl

Group
surround

the war with any other aircralt type.

Two of the 15th's B-24 groups, the 376th and the 98th,
originally operated with the Sth Air Force. As mentioned
carlier their aircraft camouflaged in the so called “Desert
Pink”. For many months these were the only two B-24
groups in the Mediterrancan Area. Apart from the
Mational Insignia in four positions and an RAF fin flash
on the fins, both outboard and inboard, the only other
marking was, in the case of the 376th Group, a number
on the fin repeated on the nose, and in the case of the
98th Group a letter on the fin sometimes repeated on the
outhoard engine cowl, A few OD aircraft arrived in time
w0 receive these markings. At first, for a few months,
these markings continued in the 15th Air Force, but as
the 15th expanded a marking system gradually appeared.

47th Wing

From about December 1943 to the end of 1944 two
white discs were painted, one above the other, on the
fins of the B-24's of this wing. In the upper disc there
appeared a hollow black triangle, in the lower disc there
was a number, 1, 2, 3 or 4, which indicated respectively
the 98th, 376th, 449th, 430th Bomb Groups. This number
was always in bold block form, not always in the tradi-
tional USAAF form of presentation. When NM aircraft
appeared the black triangle and number were painted
straight on to the fin and tailplane. On most aircraft a
“plane in group” number was painted on the rudder,

inly o
techniques and the training of sonnel in the use of
radar equipment. No grou| md'f‘m allocated and a
squadron code used on B-24s was PC, 8l4th BS. Some
aircraft used group codes of other units during the early
months of 1944, when the group regularly provided path-
finder aircraft for operations with other groups. The 482nd
Group was under the command of the 1st Air Division,
as the majority of its aircraft were B-17 Flying Fortresses.

The advent of the fully-coloured mils in May 1944
covered the aireraft serial number which was normally
on the outer surface B-24 fins, most groups merely
repainted the serial on the inside of the fin, or in the case
of the 448th not at all, some, the 392nd and 467th for
example, repainted the “last three” on the nose from about
December onwards, other groups also followed this
practice.
15th AIR FORCE

“The 15th Air Force operated from Southern Italy from
November 1943 1ill VE Day. Twenty-one heavy bomber
groups were eventually assigned, of which no less than 15
were equipped with B-24's. None of the B-24 groups
operated by the 15th Air Force was re-equipped during

in “fraction” style, ie. one digit above the
other. At the same time, ber 1943, rudders and
ailerons were also marked with distinctive black and
white stripes and 5, which appear, with the
exception of the 376th Group, o0 have been used for a
short period of time only, Early in 1945 the riangle and
number was discarded and the fin was roughly halved
diagonally, the lower, leading half being painted yellow
andfor black as illustrated.

98th Group: 343rdBS, 344hBS, 345hBS, 415(hBS,
Base, Lecce.

376th Group: S512thBS, 513thBS, S14thBS, 515thBS.
Base, San Porenozio,

449th Group: TI6thBS, 717thBS, 718thBS, 719thBES.
Base, Grottagle.

450th Group: T2MhBS, 721stBS, 722ndBS, 723rdBS.
Base, Monduna.
49th Wing

This wing had only three groups, the group markings
were red on OD or NM as illustrated on tails and rail-
plane pages.

451st Growp: 724thBS, 725thBS, 726thBS, 7ITthBS.
Base, Castelluccio.
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4615t Group:
Base, Tarretto.

484th Group:
Base, Torretto,

These groups also numbered their aircraft in the fol-
lowing system: 1-19 1st Squadron, 20-39 2nd Squadron,
40-5% 3rd Squadron, 60-79 4th Squadron. This system was
common to all three groups, the numbers were painted,
on front and rear fuselage, in figures at least three feer
high. On early aircraft they were white on a rectangular
background which might be red, black or white and on
later aircraft they were applied in black straight on the
natural metal. The 461st Group painted their front engine
cowls in yellow, white, green or red to denote the 764,
765, 766, 76Tth Squadrons respectively.

55th Wing

This wing also halved its fins and rudders, in the upper
half there was a large square, in the lower half a hollow
circle, a horizontal bar, a short vertical bar or a cross,
denoting the 460, 465, 464, 485th Squadrons respectively,
These markings were oniginally yellow on OD, later
yellow with black replacing OD, later sill with NM
replacing yellow, Thus the markmg was by the end of
the war black on NM. Originally the markings were
painted on the upper surface of the wil-plane, bur this
was discarded in favour of an all yellow til-plane, All
groups used a hc:lvy block capital lnuer nn (hc side of
their Liberators iden
Boicwl; Grollp TbOIhBS 761188, ?6ZDdBS 763rdBS.

inarzol

m:h Grmlp 77&6hBS, T7TthBS, 778thBS, T79%thBS.
Base, Pantanel

465th Gmu
Base, Pantanc]

485th Gmup
Base, Venosa.

304th Wing

In this wing also the fin and rudder was also halved,
in the top half, on the fin there appeared a diamond,
white or yellow on OD, black on NM. The lower half
was painted in a colour (s) indicative of the group within
the 304th Wing. These colours were white, yelﬁsw
for the 454th, 455th, 456th Groups respectively; the

764thBS, 765thBS, T66thBS, 767thBS.
824thBS, 825thBS, 826thBS, 827thBS,

: 780thBS, 781stBS, 78IndBS, 783rdBS.
828thBS, 829thBS, 830thBS, 831stBS.

ank. 814018 het relirn jaurnay 1 the States.

459th used black/yellow checks. On 454th Group aircraft
the white area did not show up 100 well on NM aircraft
and was often outlined in black. The black diamond was
sometimes painted over the serial number oblirerating ir,
or sometimes the diamond was divided above and below
the serial. The illustrations show the various dispositions.

The 454th and 4535th Groups painted a large aircraft in
group number on the rear fuselage, whilst the 456th used
a large block lenter in the same location. The 459th
Group used 6, 7, 8 or 9 w denote the 756, 757, 738,
759th Squadrons respectively. This figure was followed by
a letter denoting the aircraft within the squadron, both
were usually painted on a black m:tnng“} All 304th
Wing aircraft had a black centre section area on the tail-
plane, sometimes extending to _half span of the leading
section of the mil-plane, sce illustration:

454th Group: 736thBS, 73TthBS, ?35!11]3.& 739thBS.
Base, San Giovanni.
455th Group: 740thBS, 741stBS, 742ndBS, 743rdBS.

n

Base, iovanni.

B‘ﬁétg Gmup T44thBS, 745thBS, 746thBS, 747thBS.
e

mdi?th (‘mup 756thBS, 757thBS, 7S8thBS, 750ihBS,

The IS:h Air Force did not use highly celoured forma-
tion leader aircraft like the 8th Air Force. The 15th did,
however, use radar-cquipped aircraft for bomb through
cloud leaders which were painted a grey/blue overall,
with and without group markings on the tail surfaces, The
B-24"s mounted a radome in place of the ball turrer and
led formations in blind bombing. These aircraft were also
intended to operate ar might individually and this may
have been the reason for the lack of group markings on
the tail surfaces until the closing stages of the war. Fach
group had up to eight of these aircraft, dubbed “Radar
\c\]ckeys"‘ by VE Day.

As will be seen from the above the bomber forces in
the European and Mediterrancan Theatres of Operation
used a marking system which was part of a corporate
whole. Each wing, group and to a certain extent squadron,
was indicated in a certain way, particularly in the 8th
Air Force, with its use of squadron code
g\suwnmx :nnll colours. Thz 15th Air Force »

tai no less
its markings depended on |he alnpc and mlour ol' |h=
marking, rather than letter codes.



A 98th Bornb Group B-24E Hying over the Isle of Capni upon its retum from a raid. Reason for the black square in place of the standard thangle Wing
AF)

symbol nar for the yellow square upan which

USAAF LIBERATORS
IN THE WAR AGAINST JAPAN

Seven “numbered” air forces operated against Japan
between 1941 and 1945, They were the Sth, 7th, 10th,
11th, 13th, 14th and 20th. All except the 20th Air Force
operated Liberators. The 11th Air Force had one group
partially equipped with the B-24, the 10th and 14th had
one group each, the 13th two groups and the Sth Air
Force had four groups. se were comparison with
ETO numbers, quite small forces. However, a lack of
numbers was often nullified, especially in the later stages
of the war, by co-operation in various theatres, in particu-
lar, the 5th and 13th Air Forces achieved a high degree
of co-operation when linked as the Far East Air Forces
under the command of General Kenney.

With these smaller forces, the markings, which did not
become prevalent until late in the war, were indicative of
individual groups and often reflected esprit de corps
of individual groups as in the 5th Air Force. In the 7th
Air Force the tail markings used on their B-24s indi-
cated the squadron rather than the group.

5th AIR FORCE

This was the best known air force in the Pacific but
ir's crews achieved spectacular results in low level atacks,
particularly with medium bombers. All bomb
medium and heavy, were commanded throy)
organisation, the Fifth Bomber Command.
and_their colours were as follows:

2Ind Group: ImdBS, 19thBS, 33rdBS, 403thBS.

This group re-equipped with B-24's from B-2%'s and
B-26s. The marking was a quarter of tl|r aircraft fin and
rudder, white on OD aircraft, black o

43rd Group. 63rdBS, 64thBS, 65t||BS 403rdBS.

Re-cquipped with B-24's after using B-17"s up to late
1943, Markings were a vertical and diagonal or diagonal
black stripe on NM fin with white and blue horizontal
stripes on rudder. Some few aircraft may have carried
red stripes in place of the blue.

90cth Group: 319thBS, 320thBS, 321stBS, 400thBS.

Known as the “Jolly Rogers”, this group displayed a
grinning skull with crossed bombs on the fins of its
craft from late 1943 onwards. There was some variation
in the presentation of the skull and bombs on some air-
craft but on others they were indentical suggesting a
stencil had been cur. Originally painted in white on OD
aircraft, sometimes with a hlack background, when NM

BTOUpS,
a _lower
B-24"s

A pairof B-24H's of the 450 mbr Group compl

tate with Wing/Group symbals on tailplane and vertical surfaces. Nots white fuselage band, (USAF)

o lower white dise has been applied is nat knawn. {(US

aircraft appeared the fin was first sprayed OD to make
a contrasting background. Often the serial number was
obliterated and the last three digits were painted on top
of the fin above the skull

380th Group: 528thBS, 529thBS, 530thBS, 531stBS.

This group’s markings consisted of a coloured patch
applied chordwise to the fin, upon this there appeared
in bold type figures the last three digits of the aircraft
serial number or in some cases an aircraft identity leter.
These markings were only applied shorly before V] Day.

13th AIR FORCE

This Air Force was originally based in the Solomon
Islands, and commanded several groups detached from
other air forces. Later it teamed up with the 5th Air Force
to form the Far East Air Forces. At V] Day two B-24
groups were assigned, the 5th and 307th.

5th Group: 23rdBS, 31sBS, 72ndBS, 394thBS.

By V] Day most aircraft had a large hollow black
square painted on the upper part of the fin, below this
appearcd a large number, usually two digits. The last
three or four digits of the serial number were painted on
the nose of the aircraft. The Sth Group was originally
assigned 1o the Tth Air Force with B-17"s, converted w
B-24's in 1943,

307th Group: 370thBS, 371uBS, 372ndBS, 424thBS.

Known as the “Long Rangers”, by V] Day this group
had a black disc painted on the fins of its aircraft with
a monogram LR in white on_the disc. This LR was
uniform on each aircraft and it s likely that a stencil
was used. The last three or four digits of the serial
number appeared on the nose, and on some aircraft was
repeated on the fin below the black disc.

Tth AIR FORCE

Strung out for thousands of miles in the Central
Pacific, the 7th Air Force attacked many tiny Japanese-
held islands, often far to the rear of the main battle lmrs
The bombers of the 7th were the first over Truk,
island naval base known as the “Japancse Gibraltar™,

Later the 7th moved up to Saipan and Okinawa to join
up with the Far East Air Forces, B-24 groups assigned
at V] Day were the 11th, 30th and 494th.

11th Group: 26thBS, 42ndBS, 98thBS, 431stBS.

The markings of the 11th were yellow or u\-]‘u(c on OD,
black on NM, see tail il
flew B-17's and was detached to the IJ(h Air Force




between July 1942 and August 1943,

3h Group: 27thBS, 38thBS, 392ndBS. 819thBS.

Although assigned 1o the Tth Air Force this group was
at Hawaii on V] Day, re-equipping and engaged on patrol
work, Between October 19-13 :md March 1945 it had been
engaged in against
many Japanese bastions in :In: Central Pacific. During the
last few months in combat its aircraft were mostly OD,
the markings were in yellow or white on OD, black on
NM, see illustrations. It is believed the poim down
triangle was the marking of the 28th Squadron. In addi-
tion, the 21st Squadron was assigned for a short period

earlier in the war,
Group: B64thBS, B65thBS, 856thBS, B6TthBS.

Known as “Kelly's Cobras"”, this group had NM B-24's
from the outset, entering combat in November 1944, All
markings were black on the natural metal of the fin and
rudder, see illustrations. In addition the 866th and 867th
Squadrons repeated the last three digits of the serial
number on the fin.
11th AIR FORCE

2%th Composite Group: 77th, 404th during the period
1941-1945; 18th, 36th, 37th, 73rd, operated with the
group for short periods,

Operating in the fu;; bound Aleutian Islands, not far
from the Arctic Circle, this group operated a mixed force
of aircraft alongside its B-24's by \-"]] Day, earlier it had
operated fighter type aircraft as well. It is believed the
40dth Squadron operated the B-24 and apant from a
planc-in-group number on the nose of its aircraft no
marking was carried.

14th AIR FORCE

308th Group: 373rdBS, 374thBS, 375thBS, 425thBS.

This China-based air force had just the one group
assigned. The Ldth's operations were made very difficult
I:u..nm wmu]]y all supplies to it had to be air-lifted over
the “hump”, the Himalayan Mountains from India. The
B-24's of the group assisted sometimes to the extent of
five or six transport sorties to one raid. One squadron of
this group, believed to be the 373rd, were unique in so
far as they painted the diagonal white and blue stripes
on both the outer and inner surfaces of the rudders as
will be seen in the photograph of two of this units B-24",

10th AIR FORCE

7th Group: SthBS, 436thBS, 492ndBS, 493rdBS.

This group converted to B-24's late in 1942 after using
B-17"s and LB-30%s. By V] Day the group marking was
yellow checks on OD and yellow/black checks on NM,
wsually with a large plane identity number in the lower
half ui the fin, The 493rd Squadron pioneered the use of
the Azon radio wmmllcd bomb and scored many suc-
cesses with it against railway bridges and similar targets.

As will be seen the B-24 achieved world wide service
with the USAAF. It ranged far and wide in all climates
over enemy urueta. against the most vigorously defended
to the “milk runs”. As befits its widespread use it had
probably the most varied of all bomber markings. In
Europe, its markings were part of a definite plan, in the
Far East the markings were more individually inspired,
bur the effect was the same—in many cases it is by their
tail markings that the units are remembered.
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1
16th Air Force B-24J, 450th Bomb Group, Italy. 1945,

&
B-24M, 45151 Bomb Group. ltaly, 1844-1848 A “Radar Mickey" in oweeall grey-bive scheme.
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B-24J, 485th Bomb Group, Italy. 19441845, All tail markings towards the end of the war
were appied in black |
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15th Air Force .24, 4641h Bomb Group, Italy, 1944-1845

Gioup, 702nd Bomb Squadron, ETO. 1844, Note greved in national
€ with — sign.
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1
Bth Air Foroe  B-24J, 466th Bamb Group, ETO. Eaily markings.

B-24J. 486th Bomb Group, 784th Bomb Sguadron, ETO. 1944-1845
Serisl 261141 inside fin top.

]
B-24J, 49191 Bomb Group, 888th Bomb Sguadeon, ETO. llustrated whast the Group was
part of the 95t Bomb Wing

L]
B8-24J. 48151 Bomb Gioup, 854th Bomb Squadran, ETO. Hlustrated in tha later markings,
sarial 261453 inside fin 10p.
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Bth Alr Foree  B-24J, 44th Boenb Group, B8th Bomb Squadron, ETO.
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B-24J, 492nd Bomb Group, BS7th Bomb Squadron, ETO. Showing early overpainted
black diss on tail
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AIRCAM AVIATION SERIES

Each publication in the original AIRCAM series illustrates
one type or major sub-type of a famous aircraft in the
colour schemes and markings of the Air Forces of the
World. Each issue contains eight pages of colour side-
view illustrations with supporting black and white plan
view drawings showing where necessary holh upper am:l
under surfaces, one hundred-plus half-tone pl

more than half of which have never prswoushr heen
published, and between three and seven thousand words
of text. The AIRCAM SPECIALS cover a wide range of
subjects from the three single-seat fighters of the Battle
of Britain to present day Aerobatic Teams. Air Force
Histories and Air Force Colour Schemes and Markings.
and the Specials will have new titles added at regular
intervals. The content of Specials will vary, depending
on subject to between five and ten thousand words and
between fifty and one hundred half-tone photographs;
all will have eight full colour pages.

1 North American P-51D Mustang
2 Republic P-47 Thunderbolt

North American Mustang Mk. 1/IV
North American P-51B and D Mustang

Supermarine Spitfire Mk. 1/XVI, Merlin Engine
North American P-518/C Mustang
Curtiss (P-40) Kittyhawk Mk. I/1V
Curtiss P-40 Warhawk
Supermarine Spitfire—Griffon Engine
9 Spad Scouts
10 Lockheed P-38 Lightning
1 Consolidated B-24 Liberator
12 Avro Lancaster
13 Nakajima Ki.43

14 Republic F/RF-B4F
Thunderstreak/Thunderflash

w

@ u e o s

16  Boeing B-17 Flyina Fortress

16 Mitsubishi ABM-Zerc-Sen

17 North American F-86A/H Sabre Vol 1
18 Nakajima Ki.27/Manshu Ki.79

18  Grumman F6F3/56 Hellcat

Canadair Sabre Mk. I/VI:
Commonwealth Sabre Mk. 30/32 vol 2

Kawasaki Ki.61-1/1ll Hien/Ki.100
North American B-25C/H. Mitchell
Vought F4U-1/7 Corsair

BRE

24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Hawker Hurricane Mk. 1/1V
Nakajima Ki.44-la/llb Shoki
Hawker Hunter

Douglas A-4 Skyhawk

De Havilland Mosquito
Nakajima Ki.B4 Hayate
McDonnell F-4 Phantom

AIRCAM ‘SPECIALS’

51
s2
53
s4
S5

56

57
58

59
510
51

512
513

Battle of Britain
The Supermaring Spitfire, Hawkar Hurricans and Messerschmitt
Bf 109E.

Finnish Air Force
A compilete history of the Finnish Air Force from formation
1o the present day.

Sharkmouth

In two Volumes. The history of the SHARKMOUTH markings
from its ceigin in the German Alr Force in the first Weald War
10 the present day.

Czechoslovakian Air Force 1918-1970

A pictorial history of the Czechoslovakian Air Force through
two World Wars 10 the present day.

Luftwaffe: vol 1

Colour Schemes & Markings 1935-1345. Fighters and Ground
Attack types.

Aerobatic Teams 18601970 val. 1

Luftwaffe: vol 2

Colour Schemes & Markings 1935-1845. Bombers, Recon-
naissance, Maritime, Training and Liaison types

Polish Air Force

Luftwaffe: vol 1
Bomber Camouflage & Markings 1240, He I1l, Ju 88, Do 17,

Luftwaffe: vol.2

Bomber & Fighter Camoufiage & Markings 1940, Ju 87, B 110,
Fw 200, Do 18. Do 24, He 58, He 114,

Aerobatic Teams 1850-1970 val. 2

United States Army Air Force

Bombardment Group Identification Markings snd Codes
1941-1945.

Royal Netherlands Air Force

Belgian Air Force

Regia Aeronautica: Vol 1

Colour Schemes B Markings. Fighters and Ground Attack
Typos.

Regia Aeronautica: Vol 2

Colour Schemes & Markings. Bombers, Reconnaissance,
Maritime, Training and Lisison types.

Netherlands East Indies Air Force

‘West German Luftwaffe

Front cover: )
B-24M. 4815t Bomb Group, 15th Air Force. Italy. Note rudder from an QD aircraft of the 484th Bomb Group.

SBN 85045 128 0
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