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NAKAJIMA Ki.43 HAYABUSA IMIII

In a matter of minutes World War 2 would come to
an end. It was approaching midnight, the 14th of August,
1945, and a P-61 Black Widow of the USAAF 348th
Night Fighter Squadron based in the Ryukyus was
wacking a night flying Japanese fighter. Lt Clyde, the
pilot, and radar operator Dale Leford visually identified
it as an * Oscar ™ as they forced it closer and closer o
the water. They waiched it explode as it smacked into a
wave. By the time their P-61 touched down again at Ia
Shima it was thirty minutes after midnight on the morning
of August 15th. The Pacific War was officially over, and
their gunless *kill ™ was the last air-to-air score of the
war.

It was firting thar the final Japaness Army Air Force
loss should be a Nakajima Ki 43 Type 1 Fighter Haya-
busa (Peregrine Falcon), the * Oscar ™ of Pacific theatre
fame. It confirmed the Hayabusa's unique position as one
‘?!:he very few fighter aircraft of World War 2 to remain
in active combar and production from the first day of the
war to the last. It wasn't the Hayabusa's outstanding per-
formance that kept it in first line service that long. While

engineer Hideo Itokawa as the dean of Japanese Army
fighter designers. With this one design the Nakajima Air-
craft Company (Nakajima Hikoki K.K.) ended Kawasaki's
historic role as the prime supplier of Army fighters, a
position held by the smaller firm by virtue of consistently
winning a series of design competitions. With selection
of the Nakajima Ki. 27 design, the JAAF totally rejected
the designs of the other two bidding firms for the Type
97 Fighter contract. The timing of this victory was par-
vcularly appropriate for MNakajima, for a snew attitude
toward Army aircraft design competitions was sweeping
over Army Air Headquarters in Tokyo. The fantastic cost
faced by the manufacturing firms in an open competition
where there could be only one winner imposed financial
burdens on these producers which could no longer be
tolerated by the firms. Political pressure 1o climinate the
competitive selection of aircraft was applied by Mitsu-
bishi and Kawasaki and reached into the halls of the
Japanese Diet, and members of this legislative body
passed the word in no uncertain terms to Army Air
Thus, at the very time when the JAAF was considering a
iollw-cln design to their new Type 97 Fighter they were

this may have been the case at the beginning of Jts com-
bat career in December 1941, the of d

meed and production ease k:pl it there over the years.
Even the end of WW2 failed to terminate the * Falcon's ™
career, and some were still in service across the expanse
af the Orient until the 1950°s. This is the swory of that
long career.

Origins and Initial Production P
The outstanding success of the Nakajima Ki. 27 Type
97 Fighter (sce AIRCAM No. 18) had esiablished chief

o the selection of a single supplier. At that
moment Nakajima stood alone as the producer of modern
moneplane fighters for the JAAF. In December of 1937
the firm received a development contract with the secret
Kitai (Airframe Number) Ki. 43 designation for a next
generation fighter 1o replace the Ki. 27. By the beginning
of 1938 designer Ttokawa had assembled a staff of en-
gineers and draftsmen in the Army Design Section at
MNakajima and had started preliminary drawings. While
the Ki. 43 would ultimately become the lowest numeri-
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cally designated aircraft in the 40-series of Ki numbers
to reach production, it would be among the last to receive
this acceptance. An agonizing three years of alternating
failures and successes confronted its designers and
production engineers before the full promise of its design

was_realized.

The initial specs called for an aircraft that was as
manoeuverable as the Ki 27, yet capable of greater speed,
faster climb and longer range. While adherence to the
requirements for the fighter would have given the JAAF
the utopian aircraft they were secking, this performance
was beyond the capabilities of the current state-of-the-
art. The Ki. 43 was designed by a commitice, and jt
looked it. When the first Ki 4301 prototype was com-
pleted on December 12th, 1938, the designing staff were
not particularly proud of their efforts. The design_con-
cessions  forced upon Itokawa soon  backfired. When
Nakajima’s own tests were first conducted on Ki. 4301 at
Ojima Airfield at Ota in January 1939 it was obvious the Ki 4304,

were completed; Ki 4302 in February and Ki. 4303 in
Mareh, and entered the Army test programme in March
1939, It was standard JAAF procedure to build three

prototypes, test them, and either drop the project
pursue it.

With the arrival of crack Army pilots used to flying the
manceuverable Ki 27, the Ki 43 was under trial. The
reports were turned in quickly. The Ki 43 Prototypes of the fighter. By the time prototype Ki,
were stiff, unresponsive 1o controls, and slow. The land-
ing gear was difficult to retract, the aircraft was too heavy,
and the cockpit cover was awkward, All of this was par-
ticularly hurtful as a modified Ki, 27-Kai had been con-
structed with a retractable landing gear that bettered the
Ki. 43's performance. Following long-winded discussions
and reports about the superior manoeuvernbility of the Ki,
27, which most Army pilots were then flying without their
cockpit covers, the Ki 43 was flatly rejected for Army
consideration and the matter was considered as dropped,

It doesn't 1ake a manufacturing company long to face
a major financial crisis when they are asked 1o give away
a lot of free engincering time and advice; it is the most
expensive product they have to sell. With rejection of
the Ki. 43 Nakajima was facing trouble, not the least

of which was a loss of enthusiasm in the design staffs.
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The Ki. 43's manoeuvera-

thus be instamly enhanced, giving the air-
nomenally tight turning radius and the nimble-
ness to beat a slower reacting opponent.

The JAAF's

utopian fighter was now a reality, and on January 9,
1941, Nakajima was officially informed i
approval of the Ki. 43 as the Type 1 Fighter,
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1t were virtually identical. (S. Abe via Busschel)



twooling and iron the bugs out of the production line. By
the end of June the Model Ia was phased out and the
refined model Ib got started on the lines in July, By the
end of September the Model Ib line was converted to the
Model Ic, with two 127 mm. machine guns, and the
definitive first production model was off and running.
Most of the Ia and Ib models were shipped off to the
Akeno Army Flying School and other test and training
locations while Model Ie production got underway for
service in the combat regiments. The name Hayabusa was
given 1o the combat medel 1o look good in press reports,
and by December 8th, 1941, the 59th and 64th Air Com-
bat Fighter Regiments had already received forty of the
fighters between them. Their numbers in service rose
rapidly as Nakajima production got into full swing.

The Falcon enters the fight

One of the biggest heros 1o come out of the Sino-
Japanese * Incident™ was Captain Tateo Kato, com-
mander of the 64th Air Combat Regiment, and a veteran
of three years of aerial combat over China, Manchoukuo
and Outer Mongolia. Kato was also a flamboyant per-
sonality who had the loyalty and affection of his men. His
young good looks, intell eyes and hand h
made good Press, and his courage backed up the image.
It was only natural that this Super-Hero should have one
of the first cracks at the Army's new fighter, so Kato's
64th was slated for initial deliveries. While the press
reported Kato's assignment to the Military College in
Japan, the 64th was called back 1o Japan and undertook
an_extensive programme of pre-flight and final flight
training on the Ki. 43, There were signs of war in the air,
negotiations with the United States were all but termin-
ated, and the 64th slowly became proficient in the use of
their new mounts,

Joining the 64th in its merial adventure was the 59th
Air Combat Regiment, known throughout Japan by the
flashy lightning stripe markings on its Ki. 27 aircraft. In
October of 1941 the 59th was already in training with the
Hayabusa at Tachikawa. The 59th had received its first
Type 1 Fighters in the late summer and fall of the year.
Training was accelerated as the year came 10 a close and
the almost physical and environmental tension of the past
months of political activity drew to its ultimate con-
clusion. You could feel it; there was war in the air.
Common Japanese Air Force wmlk of imminent f‘g:u'n
with the A-B-D Powers (American, British and ldlg
late in November and in the first few days of December
1941 may not have been official, vet it was accurate. Then
suddenly, on December 8th, 1941 (Japanese time), in
a series of lighting atacks across the broadest fromts in

TR

any war in history, Japan attacked at Pear] Harbor, the
Philippines, Hong Kong, Thailand and Malaya. Move-
ment of JAAF units into Thailand, incleding the Soth
and 64th, jeopardised the British plan for the defence of
Singapore. The march was on, and the Royal Air Force
in Malaya and Burma, joined by the Amecrican AV.G.,
found themselves in Buffalos, Hurricanes and P-40's
facing the JAAF Ki. 27 fighters they expected to see,
plus a new retractable-gear fighter they knew nothing
about. The result was sl Kaw's 64th Regi

by March 1942 headquartered ar Rangoon, became the
most famous fighting unit in Asia as their “kill™ scores
mounted. The Hayabusa was in the fight, and would
remain there until this war had come to a close.

As Hayabusa production became fully on-stream JAAF
units were npidry re-equipped or newly created. The 1st
Fighter Regiment converted from the Ki. 27 to the Ki. 43
by carl}r 1942 in Burma, and later the Dutch East
Indies. The 11th, of Nomonhan fame, received their first
Ki. 43 aircraft in January 1942, and soon took a heavy load
of aerial combat against the Dutch Fast Indies, American
and Commntnwtaﬁ; air forces in the Japanese surge
across the Indies. The 24th and 33rd Fighter, and 13th
Fighter-Attack Regiments, were converted to the Ki.
43-Ic and were moved into the Indies in the spring of
1942, remaining in New Guinea and the * North of Aus-
tralia " area until 1944, The 50th and the 77th, both crack
Ki. 27 units when the Pacific War began, showed up in
Burma and the eastern fringes of India with Hayngusa
fighters in February and June of 1942. From this point
forward the earlier Ki. 27 Type 97 Fighter became a
rarity in the combat zones, with the Hayabusa gaining
fame as a tough opponent, and an aireraft with which 1o
aveid a dogfight ar all costs.

New units were also formed. The 65th Light Bomber
Regi i to Hayab and settled in for home
defence in Chosen, known to the Allies as Korea, and
Manchoukuo, a Japanese satellite nation made up of the
three northern provinces of China and known to the
Allies as Manchuria, The Ki. 27 counter-Soviet patrols
in Manchoukuo were strengthened by Hayabusas of the
new 203rd Regi The 47th Ind Fighter
Company in China received Ki. 43-Ic models prior 1o its
conversion to a regiment in May 1942, The 24th and 71st
Indep Fighter C i both _di hed w0
Sumatra in the late spririg and summer of 1942, received
Ki. 43-Ic fighters as original equipment, The Japanese
Army’s Falcon had staked out its territorial imperative
and looked as if it just might keep all of the other birds
away.

It wasn't until the advent of two completely discon-

on Model la or Modsl b under
Adrcraft is gull-green

aircraft
Alkoku No, 2203 c
1943, (5. Abe via Bueschel)
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nected events within months of each other that the Haya-
busa’s bubble of invincibility was finally burst. But
when the image loss came, it was rapid. Allied pilots
soon learned that fast passes at a Hayabusa, with a com-
plete avoidance of close-quarters combar, gave their
heavier aircraft an advantage. When a virtually intact
Ki. 43-Ic was downed at Chittagong near the Indian
border in the spring of 1942, with only the undersides
damaged, the Allies finally had a rescarch prize that
revealed other weaknesses of the Hayabusa in combar.
The caprured aircraft, a Hayabusa of the 2nd Company,
ghter Regiment, also revealed much about Japanese
nomenclature and regimental markings. Soon many Haya-
busa wrecks were being exhibited in India, and flyable
mples were under test by the Australians, the
nalist Chinese and the American Air Forces in

The second event was a far more telling one, yet its
gnificance was not recognized by the Allies for some
The Japanese populace, and specifically the JAAF,
felt it immediately, On May 22, 1942, Japan's greatest
flying hero, Lieut. Colonel Tateo Kato, having just
downed a British Blenheim bomber as his 58th “kill ™,
was suddenly missing in action. He did not return after
a sortic over the Bay of Bengal. While it was thought
that a British Hurricane shot him down, his fate remains
unknown. Thus Japan's national hero disappeared in a
shroud of mystery, withoutr physical remains to present
to his ancestors. In a catharsis of agony and repentance
the entire Japanese Empire observed his death. The mood
of national depression scemed to indicate that the end of
one phase of the war was over, and another was about
w0 begin. Kato was elevated two ranks posthumously to an
Air Force Major General, his regiment having scored 268
victories under his command. Later in the year a statue
of Kato would be erected in the Hall of the War God at
the Akeno Army Flying School as an inspiration to future
JAAF pilots. The timing of Kato's death almost scemed
0 be based on clairvoyance, for one month later the
B Midway was over and the course of the war
changed.

Early r

—ib st Akeno Army Flying Schoal late in
a via Buesched),

The Hayabusa comes of age

The theory behind obsolescence-at-delivery is thar any
production item can be improved, with the newer model
stepping in to maintain production as the earlier model
has reached its peak of usefulness. This is particularly
wue of well engineered aircraft, and can be continued
agnin and again as long as the airframe shows promise.
The Ki. 43 was the JAAF's best example of such rencw-
able design vitality.

As the Model Ic Hayabusas flowed into combat, ex-
periments were being conducted on the airframe in order
to improve its performance and capability. The first of
what evenmally led to five Ki. 43-11 prototypes was com-
pleted at Nakajima's experimental shops at Ota in Feb-
ruary 1942 just as the Ki. 43-Ic was proving itself superior
o the surviving RAF, Royal Australian, American, Dutch
and other Allied aircraft in Burma and the Duich East
Indies. Many small details were refined or added on the
new Ki. 43-II, including an optical gun sight, modest
pilot armour of 13 mm. steel, an improved radiator, re-
engineered wing tips, and a complete re-routing of the
air intakc systcms to accommodatc the powerful new
1120 h.p. Nakajima Ha. 115 power plant sclected for the
second-generation  Hayabusa, the later m advanced
development of the Ha. 25 series. was also
needed for the addition of .- two-stage aupen:harger.

As the five and
tested between February and sz I942 plans were made
to convert the Nakajima production lines at Cha to the
first Ki. 43-IIa production model without undue delay.
Cermin specifics were frozen i the design, includi mgi
the armament of wo Ho. 103 Type l machine guns of
12.7 mm., plus provisions for two 30 kg bombs md. up
to two 250 kg bombs for special nna?s. The airframe

ks and wing required to carry this
arms load remained with the Ki. 43 design throughout
the remainder of its career, making this the standard
armament for all future production mod:ls. .As th: years

d this became
y:: .: ﬂcm.‘u.ned until 1[h~.- very last Har-lbllsa model ek

Type 97 Ki.27 fighters used &s wrainers
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An oarly Model | at Akeno, with sc

43-I1a was phased into the lines at Ot with the first
production issue in November 1942, Within sixty days the
Ki. 43-1Ia rate of production was running smoothly and
exceeding that experienced with the Ki 43-Ic. While
most were standard models, a substantial number were
also built as tropical medels with the addition of a large
ﬁl(:nng system, c\ﬂd:nw of Japan's new  commitment
in S E: sia, to produce the
Ki, 43-ITa model until September 1944 when it dropped
Hayabusa production to concentrate on the newer Ki. 84,

Recognition of the Hayabusa's role as the JAAF's stan-
dard fighter for the foresecable future also dictated the
need for alternate sources of supply, with both Tachi
kawa and the 1st Army Air Arsenal also located at Tachi-
kawa {(and commonly referred to as Rikugun) in line for
production orders. The Army Air Arsenal was also slated
for Ki. 43-11a production, with Tachikawa held in reserve
for a later model. The Rikugun facility theoretically
produced its first Ki 43-IIa in October 1942, finishing
seven by the end of the year, but the facts of the maner
were far less encouraging. Nothing seemed to work right.
The jigs didn’t match, and the workers were inexperienced.
By the end of the year only four pawched up examples
were actually ready for delivery, and things just got worse
the next year. The whole idea was dropped in November
1943 wimpk-ﬂ of the poorly-assembled fighters having

completed.

Distribution of the Ki. 43-IIa and its tropical version
to JAAF units began company by company in the spring
1943, wuh units up to swrength by the coming of sum-
mer. The “North of Australia™ 1st, I3th, 24th, 26th
and 33rd Regiments all received the Ki. 43-] I[s. but now
things had changed. Japan’s island positions were on the
defensive, and new Allied fighters now outclassed the
Hayabusa in speed and armament. The Ki 43—1!: mod:lu
also showed up’ with the 25th Regiment in occupied
China, a number of the Home Island Defence units in
Japan, including the 54th and 63rd Regiments, and m
the famous 64th Regiment in Thailand, now
“Kato Regiment ™. The combat g:pemnnu of late 1942

Wide track landing gear gave the Ki43-1
the same ground stability as the earier
Ki27. (Koku-Asahi vin Bueschel)
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made it quite evident that the changes being made in the
Hayabusa were not keeping up with the umes. In June
1942, even as the Ki 43-11a model was finalized for
production, Nakajima experimented with a further modi-
fication of the Model 2. By the end of August, and a third
new prototype, the basic concepts of the Ki 43-1Ib
model were established, Slated for Tachik production,
the Ki. 43-IIb had its wings clipped and a simple jet-
effect exhaust mounted in place of the open exhaust of
the Ki 43-1la model These design tricks boosted the
speed by almost 40 km/hr., making the Model IIb a
better performer than its Model Ila sister of a few
months earlier. Tachikawa became the sole producer and
began production in May 1943, The early fall of 1943 saw
the Ki. 43-11b Hayabusa start to enter smm:t in virtually
every combat zone patrolled by the JAA

Fighting for its life

The days of the Richthofen-lik i 1 ¢

I'lunlmg protectively overhead, waiching his

“Army Eagles" destroy hapless enemy opponents, were
over in the Pacific. Replacing them for a now harried
JAAF were slashing auacks against jungle bases in New
Gulnta in which bombs were falling and strafing artacks
were all but over before the Japanese pilots could even
get to their aircraft. In Thailand and Indo-China, and
north into China itself, Allied bombers were miraculously
bombing ]nwnesr installations while leaving local facil-
ities intact. Over Burma the battle was a brutal give-and-
take. North to Manchoukuo the potential battle with
the Soviet Union was always there, but the game was a
waiting one. And over Japan the JAAF held its breath.
Nothing vet. But somchow the inexorable remurn to
Japan and the need to defend the homeland became more
of a reality day by day.

Japanese defence was just beginning 1o firm up late in
1943 and early in 1944, a time-consuming task consider-
ing the Doolittle Raid took place almost two years earlier,
New units equipped with the Hayabusa, such as the 20th
Regiment at Lake Owami on Hokkaido; the Slst and

\
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248th at Ozuki; the 52nd ar Bofu and the 7Ist at Kam-
eyama, Shimane, plus re-equipment of other units with
the Hayabusa such as the 54th Regiment on Hokkaido
and the 47th Regiment moved in from China to protect
Tokyo, made the new Ki. 43-11a and Ki. 43-1Ib fighters
important in Japan's defence. Across the Sea of Japan a
large force-in-being was tied up in Manchoukuo await-
ing any possible Russian mov Hayabusas became the
prime fighter of the Counter-Soviet Patrol, creating an
unused inventory of well-equipped fighter forces that
the JAAF would scon draw on to paich holes in the
enormous defensive quilt of Japan's newly won empire.
New Hayabusa regiments were formed and stationed in
Manchoukuo, including the 30th and the 26th, the latter
at Eimonton, and both formerly flying light bombers.
ighter units created from scrawch included the 48th
and 203rd Regiments. Older Ki. 27 units still serving in
Manchoukuo, including the 59th, 68th and 77th regi-
ments, were also re-equipped.

In Korea the 65th Regiment received Hayabusas, as
did the 25th and 31st Regiments in China opposing the
American Air Forces there, In Burma and Thailand the
newer Havabusa s reached the 21st, S0th and 64th
Regiments. But it was in the South-West Pacific area
that the greatest changes were made, for it was here that
the combat lines were being clearly drawn, As Allied
pressures increased additional shifts were made 1o check
the Japanese rate of retreat. In the beginning the bartle-
tested 24th and 33rd and 63rd Regiments in New Guinea,
plus the 11th and 13th Hayabusa Regiments at Rabaul,
seemed capable of holding the line with the normal rate
of atrition and the support of other fighter units in the
arca. But the dam broke as General MacArthur's * Island
Hopping ™ tactics began to take their toll, Suddenly the
AAF itions across New Guinea and the * North of

r y defenceless and fighter
cover was desperately needed. The JAAF scoured its
resources and frantically shifted units into New Guinea

{Hiko.

that were ill-equipped for jungle fighting. Japan's defence
perimeter was weakened in a series of emergency moves
that in themselves failed, While the JAAF had a difficult
enough time getting the transferred units into New Guinea
to save the siv p, when things got worse they couldn’t
get them out. Units pulled ot of Manchoukuo included
the 26th and the veteran 77th, the latter moved first to
Burma and then immediately to New Guinea. The 68th
was also moved after conversion from Hayabusas to the
newer Kawasaki Ki. 61 fighters. Japan itself provided the
248th Hayabusa Regiment. Yet by the end of 1942 it was
hard to find a Japanese fighter over New Guinea, and by
the spring of 1944 the once powerful JAAF was a litter
of weed-filled wreckage, its aircraft smashed on the
ground before they got a chance to 1ake off. The
destruction of the Hayabusa units was so total that
complete regiments disappeared from everywhere but the
JAAF records in Tokyo. The 77th never flew as a unit
ts wreckage still o be found in the jungles. The
and 68th Regiments were officially disbanded at
JAAF Headquarters in Tokyo on August 20, 1944, Other
regiments barely got officers and men out of the trap,
leaving their Ki. 43 aircraft behind them.

The JAAF anempted to redress part of this balance by
more aggressive tactics in the Burma area, amacking the
“Hump " route of American transports bringing supplies
into China from India, Early in 1944, Japanese bombers
escorted by Hayabusas atacked the Allied air bases in
Assam. Lone Hayabusas intercepted slow C-46 and C-47
transports in the rarified air over the mounmins, JAAF
inventories in Burma were supported by stealing needed
ft from Manchoukeo, Chosen and China, keeping
these cannibalized units ar Jow strength. Then, on March
27th, 1944, an entire JAAF force of twenty fighters and
cighteen bombers was wiped out by American P-40 and
P-51 fighters, with the exception of one returning Haya-
busa. The shatered pilot told the story of the battle and
his survival over Radio Tokyo in what must be considered




as a major propaganda goof. By May 1944, as the Japanese
drove hard toward Kohima, sweeps of up to thirty
Hayabusas owver the Imphal area supported the Japanese
ground forces. It was Japan's last signil fensive, for

new Zero-Sen
Phatographs are hi

63rd, 73rd and 246th out of the home islands, as well as

the hastily-created 71st and 72nd Regiments. Most of

these units reached the Philippines in late October or
N b

the front ultimately collapsed and the JAAF was again
on the run.

And then things went from bad w worse. By now
American bombers were over Japan, The loss of closer
islinds would mean that the bombers would scon be
accompanied by fighters. And the newer, faster and now
manocuverable Allied fighters were knocking down the
nimble Hayabusa in greater numbers. Yet the Ki. 43 series
still remained numerically the most important Army
fighter in Japanese service due to its uncomplicated long
production runs and model improvements. The invasion
of the Philippines, and the defence of Japan, would both
find the Hayabusa in use in greater numbers than any
other single Army fighter type, primarily because there
were so many, These final tests of Japan's resolve would
ultimately sap the JAAF of its strength, while individual
Hayabusa units and pilots would demonstrate great
courage and skill against a far stronger enemy.

The last Hayabusas

Nakajima's production interest in the Ki. 43 ended with
the conversion of the Ot lines to the later Ki. 84 Hayate
Type 4 Fighter. The Hayabusa increasingly became a
Tachikawa project. Late models of the Ki 43-11b, begin-
ning around July 1944, had single exhaust stacks that
further improved performance. These Ki. 43-11-Kai models
led the way to the last production model, the Ki. 43-I1Ta

ing the more p Nakaji Ha-115-11 radial

of 1190 h.p. After testing of some Nakajima prototypes,
the Ki. 43-IITa entered production at Tachikawa in
October 1944 with only a slight drop in the Hayabusa
production rate that was picked up within thirty days.
Over a thousand of these models eventually reached ser-
vice. Tachikawa also experimented on its own with a
further model designed for Home Island Defence that
would carry two 20-mm. cannon and have a more power-
ful Mitsubishi Ha.112-11 engine of 1290 hp. Only two of
these clip-winged Ki. 43-11Ib prototypes were built, and
testing was just underway when the war ended. The
Ki. 43-I1Ia the definiti ion model as
Japan defended the remnants of its imperial holdings.

The JAAF's master plan to block American invasion
and eventual control of the Philippines Islands began to
take physical shape in the late summer of 1944, By the
time the American landing had taken place at Leyte on
October 19th, shifts had been made throughout the JAAF
to gthen the Philippis Regil were pulled out
of New Guinea, Burma, Thailand and China and sent to
the 4th Air Army in the Philippi with their Hayat
often supported by some of the new Ki. 84 Hayate fighters,
the Hayabusa replacement. These units included the 1st,
Ilth, 13th, 24th, 31st, 33rd and 65th regiments, as well
as the 24th Independemt Fighter Compamy then in
Sumatra. Hayabusa regiments transferred out of Japan
included the 20th from Formosa, the 5lst, 52nd, S4th,

1944 to face an enemy stronger in num-
bers and equipped with superior aircraft. The Japanese
losses were staggering, and when some of the surviving
units were roated back to Japan the following spring
only the pilots returned, their aircraft having been aban-
doned or lost in the battle. Some of the units never made
it, and were terminated in the records months after the
campaign. The 1lth, 72nd and 73rd regiments, among
others, were completely decimated and useless as viable
units. Typical was the 30th Regiment, transferred twic
in October and November 1944, virtually destroyed in
December, and finally returned to Japan as a skeleton force
in May 1945.

Elsewhere new challenges were facing the JAAF, with
the 23rd Hayabusa Regiment putting up a short but
strong defence at Iwo Jima in February 1945, followed by
the woughest fighting of the Pacific War at Okinawa begin-
ning in April. Here the 13th Regiment, pulled out of
Celebes; and the 52nd, 65th, 101st, 102nd and 204th
Hayabusa regiments, among others, fought hard and well
against Allied opposition. Licutenant Ryotaro Kamibo,
top scoring Japanese “ace” of the Okinawa campaign,
with over seventy reported “kills™, was a Hayabusa pilot.
Many unnamed and unknown Japanese “aces " earned
their titles at Okinawa, only to be killed in action and 1o
remain anonymous. The Hayabusa alse made it debut
as a Taiatari type at Okinawa, becoming ene of the most
used Army aircraft for suicide missions.

The final bastion was Japan itself. The Hayabusa had
proved to be notbly unsuccessful against the American
B-29, yet many remained on station as day and night fighters
for use against escorting fighters and the Allied carrier
aircraft then beginning to appear in numbers over Japan,
Hayabusas at the wvarious training schools throughout
Japan also doubled as defence fighters when an alert
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sounded in their areas. It was in these battlefields that
the Hayabusa saw its last major combat. Home Defence
units flying the Hayabusa included the 20th, 112th and
246th Regiments in the Middle Defence Sector; the 23rd
and 47th in the Eastern Defence Sector; the 7lst in the
Western Defence Sector; with others including the 30th,
Slst, 52nd, 54th, 65th, 101st, 102nd and 103rd somechow
surviving the Ph:luppmes and Okinawa campaigns 1o fight
again in the skies over ‘Iapsn In Manchoukuo the 48th,
104th, 203rd and 204th still flew Hayab o

ce. This is one of th
odal assignad to 1he

first photos
my Flying 5

saschil)

defence of Bangkok where they rarely took to the air.
When the war ended the Thais rushed their aircraft
through a process, all
of wartime paint and insignia, The wartime Thai insignia
made use of the Japanese Hinomaru on the upper wing
surfaces, something the Thais would prefer not to remem-
ber in the post-war years, The historic pre-war Thai
roundel insignia was applied to the surviving Hayabusa
ﬁghl:rs by the first week in September, 1945, the aircraft

face the Soviers and Outer Mongolians in their more
modern Lavochkin and Yakovlev fighters in a battle that
lasted less than a week before Japan finally capitulated
and ended the fighting on August 15th, 1945,

Foreign and Post-War Use

No Pacific War aircraft was more widely used or more
widely distributed than the Nakajima Hayabusa series,
The result of this geographic distribution was that the
aircraft survived the war in some numbers and continued
1w be used after the defeat of Japan.

Prime foreign user of the Hayabusa, and the only air
force to which the aircraft was officially exported, was the
Royal Thai Air Force. As 2 member of the so-called
Greater East-Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere and a  co-
belligerent of Japan, the maintenance of a separate air
force by Thailand was of great propaganda value while
a somewhat limived tactical asset to Japan, In the spring
of 1944 a Company of former JAAF Ki. 43-1Tb Hayabusa
fighters was transferred to the Royal Thai Air Feree o

placr its obsolete American Curtiss Hawk-IIT and
H-75N fighters. This also_gave the Japanese the oppor-
tunity to infiltrate the RTAF, alread: as a
hotbed of pro-Allied feeling within the Thai armed forces,
and a group that had little sympathy with Japan's cause.
JAAF instructors worked with the American-educated
Thais, but they were soon dismissed 1o leave the Thai
pilots on their own. Ultimately, the RTAF flew a squad-
ron of the Hayabusa fighters in southern China under
JAAF command, while others were retained for the

Eael
this is
Akena mat

asad for JAAF with funds colfected in public drives. Individual numbar 89 appear
i via Bueschel)

now a natural dural, These fighters remained
in first-line service until the late 1940°s when they were
replaced with more modern British and American types.

In the Dutch East Indies the Hayabusa became the
first fighter of the newly-formed Indonesian People's
Security Force, a nationalistic outgrowth of an under-
ground group that gained strength during the Japanese
occupation. Sppescd to renewed Durch control, the in-
surgent force built up an air force our of wrecks found
in the former JAAF dump at Djakarta and elsewhere in
the islands. A number of Hayabusas, probably belonging
to the JAAF 33rd Regiment stationed at Medan in the
Indies when the war ended, served with the Indonesian
forces between 1946 and 1949,

A number of Hayabusa fighters were flying in Nation-
alist Chinese colours after the war had ended. Others were
capwured by the Red Army of China forces as they spread
into Manchuria in October 1945, They were used spor-
adically in China’s Civil War.

Possibly the most jonal user of the Hayat
was the Republic of France. Faced by a rising Viet
insurgency as they returned to French Indo-China, and
having few aircraft on hand 1o quell the dlslnrbnntrs. the
French uhhud mnﬁscan:d Japanese :nrcrn{l m the area,
The last F of P “ Kau
and o[hcrs Were s00n imy rtsmd into French unucc being
fown by Groupes de Chasse 1/7 and I1/7 in counter-
insurgency operations. They were quickly replaced by
mralom modern American aircraft flying under French
colours,
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Above: Fussa Aireld, Yokota,
hosts a variety of sircraft Ki43-ic
in foreground, Kawasaki Type Lo
vorsion of American Lockheed 14
appaans through landing gear legs.
(R, Bueschel)

Right: Fiald maintenance in Burma,
November 1942. Unit unidentifiod.
{Asahigraph via Bueschel)

Below: A Kid3-lc warms up, This
shatograph was taken in Japan in
1544 at o Home Defence base and
demanstrates 1he use longevity of
eaily Hoyabusa models. (Hideya
Ando via Busschel)







Above; Ki43-Ila fighters in service, June
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Kidd-1a, 841N Air Combat Megiment, Regimenisl Commenders

Jucul: Durma, Fabraary-May 1842, Flown by Lt Col. Tates Kain
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=)

1
Kidd-lla, 84sh Alr Combst Regimant. st Company, Company
Commander's afe. Thailanc, laee 1944

1

]

Kid3-Ibs, 6415 Air Combat Regiment, Ind Company, Company
Communder's ajc. Thalend, lae 1544

.

[}
KiA3-1E,
Burms b

Thh Air Combat Regiment Hesdgwarters Comgany
jurma late 1943




2
Ki43-1lb, 20418 Air Combat Negimant. Regimental €
5

3
| Kid3-llb, I0dth Air Combat Aegis ant. 2
Commander's afc. Home isting Defence &

AT [0 it mhnawn, Busma, 1848

L]
14311, 2481h ks Combat Regeman, Kos
Neew Guinea, Apri

8
Ki43-11b, (7} Tet Alr Combat Aegiment, North of Austeslia Theatss
of Oparation. June 1841






KiA3-H, Groupe de Chasss |7, Franch Air F
China. Late 1845 and Spring 1548













{S. Tachibana via Bug

from “Hayabusa R o
cotails. (5. Tachibana via Bueschal)

Left: A typical movie stil showing the hercics
, sc in the apanese
movin “Hayabuss Regiment”, Aircraft

W
is @ KL43-lla." (5. Tachibara

eschel],










- Kokuki v

yabusas of th
{Hiko-Snonen via

caniral China in the Summer of 1344
Bua







Lefi: Fighter-bomber K
craft of the 84th Re
Thailsnd, Fel
Shonen via Busschel)

beautiful in the air, >
18 by fall 1944, A 2
usa of 15t Com -

8 vt flies over
. (5. Tachibana  via
Bueschal) - ’




on wings and fuselsge. (M. Tods via Bueschal)




Right: Thai Hayabusa Fighter Company
flew beside JAAF units. Wartime Thai
insignia was ancien:

alaphant on red field wi
a red "spot” for ident
similar 10 Japanesein:
identification Thai upper win
camind normal Japanese Hinomaru
markings in red, or dark orange. the
latter fading to pink.  (Koku-Asahi vis
Bueschel)

Balow: Ki#3-lib. Groupe de Chasse
1/7. Pnan-Penh. French Inda-China
late 1945 earty 1848,  {via C-J
Ehrangardt)

Loft: Former JAAF Kid3-Ilb fightars
were turned over 1o Royal Thai Air
Force in late Spring 1844, Note o ar
srea of former Japaness Hinomaru
partially filled by Thai elephant insignia
(Koku-Asahi via Bueschel).
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AIR COMBAT REGIMENTS:
Regimant Whan used

Area of Opsrations Formar A/C Later A/C  Comments
18t Fightes Early 1842-0arty  Franch Indo-Chena Burms - K27 KB4 Siw much combat. Remnonts pulled out
1845 Dutch Esat Indlies - “North meumml‘lv’mmlw‘u’
Australia™ Asea © Rabaul -
Phisippines:
2nd Aeconnaissance  1842-July 1945 China  ©  SW Pacific K27 KiB4 Unit officially disbanded in July 1945,
11th Fighter Jon. 1942- Nov.  Malaya - French Indo- CI!IHI Rk Kips Saw much combat. Vinuslly annihilated in the
1044 Dutch East Indies Bu Philippines.
Rabaul - Philippl
T3th Fightar-Attack  Apeil 1943-and of Japan {Home Defence) K1 Kigs Saw much combat. Unst frequently decimated
war Morth of Australia™ Asss K27 Kids and rebuilt.
HNew Guirea - Asbaul -
Dulnll East Indies < Colobes -
French Iﬂlo-tl!lnl Frilip-
pines - * Formoss
20th Faghter Dar_w}. 1843 .l.p.n (Noxrum} . Pm.‘g- Nona KB4 lilﬂzjtmam-m . Hyogo on Dec. 1. 1913\-“::
end of war a5 oniginal equipment. Assigned to
. .Im-n (Middle Defence Sector) Highter cperabons in late 1044, i
218t Fighter Oct. 15, 1942 French Indo-China -+ Dutch war Kig4 B4th Independant Fighter Compary and 82nd
Dec. 1944 East indies  © Malaya e L) Independent Light Bomber Company reformed
Burma s a fighter muum ll Hargi, l‘-'mn Ingo-
hina, gn Oct. 15,
230 Fightar Oet 11, 1944- Iwo Jima - Japan {Eastetn None K44 Former Training Company mformed at Inba.
end of war Dafanca Sector] Kig1 Chiba, Japan. on OG'L l'l 1944 wath Kid3 as
cdiging! equapment.
241h Fighter March 1542~ Dutch Eant Indes “Northoof  Ki27 KiLag Saw much combat.
Late 1044 Australia™ Area - Now Guinea -
Prilippings -
26th Fighter Oct. 20 1942- China - Korea Nane ga Chinese occupation force. Unit formed at Kanko,
and of war China, on Oct. 20, 1842 with Ki.43 as onginal
squipment.
26th Fighter Oct. 2. 1042~ Manchoukuo - Ching -+ Kbl KL Farmerly Light Bomber Regimant. Unit refgemod
end of war Philipginas Feanch Indo- at Eimonten, Manchoukuo, on Oct. 2. 1942 wath
China Sumatra - “North Ki.43 a8 criginal equipment. Saw much combat.
of A d < New
Guinea Formosa
30k Fightar Februory 1844— Manchoukuo - Philippines Ki.30 None Farmarly Light Bomber Regiment. Unit reformed
May 30, 1945 Japan (Home Defence) Kisib in Manchoukuo in February 1944 with Kid3
s m?mll equipment. OHicially disbanded May
Fm Fightes February 1944- China -+ French Inda-China - Ki30 MNone Formerty Light Bomber Regemant. Unit refarmed
May 30, 1845 Philippines - Thaiand Kis1b in Cnlnl in Fabnuary 1944 with Ki43 a3 ﬂlﬂ“ll‘
equipment. Unit disbanded May 30, 1845,
33rd Fighter Spring 1942- Franch Indo-China  +  Dutch K10 L] Saw much combat. Decimated in the Dutch East
May 1945 East Indies - “North of K27 Indies and officially disbanded in the records in
Australin™ Area -+ New Guinea May 1845,
Philippines - Sumatra
4Tth Fightar May 1042-late Japan (Eastorn Dofence Sectar)  None K44 Fosmerly ﬂm Independent Fighter Company,
1044 KiB4 Poformed as 4710 FlBIMM & May 1942, Re-
tained some KiA3 sucralt
ABh Fighter Mow. 5, 1943~ Manchoukua Nene None Unis formed at Botankoshu, Manchoukuo, en
ond of war Novemiber 6. 1943 with Kid3 as oniginal equip-
ment. Counter= patrol, Unit disbanded a1
Taikan. Marchoukua, a1 war's end.
50th Feghter Feb. 1942- Buma - Thailand - French Ki27 Kigd One of first units to roceive Ki43, French Indo-
warly 1845 indo-Chéna - Phikppines - China and Thaland Ceccupation Forcs.
Formosa
51t Fighiter Apuil 28, 1944~ dagan - Philippines None Ki.B4 Unit formed st Cruli. Yamaguehi., Japan, on
end of war Japan (Home Defence) April 28, 1944 with Ki43 a8 onginal equipment.
52nd Fghter April 28, 194d- Jagan - Philippines - Nona Kigs Unit formed a1 Bofu. Hofu, Yamsguchi. Japan,
end of war Okinawa Japan {Hama on Apeil 28, 1048 with Ki 43 as criginal equiment.
Defenca)
§dth Fighter Late 1942— Japan {Hokkaido Dofence) K27 Hone Flew K27 until late 18942 when replaced by
wnd of war tom Ching  ©  Kurile liland - KiL43. Unit had four years of homa island dafence.
Philippines - rafuta Disbanded at Sappone. khikan,
Sakhalin
S9th Fighter Autumn 1941~ Jagan +  Fronch indo- cm © K27 K61 Saw much combat. One of two units to enter
Summer 1843 :lnlw: mnm East Indies Ki100 the Pacific War with Ki43 equpment on service
anchoul test.




AIR COMBAT REGIMENTS:
Ragimant When used

Area of Operations Former A/C Later A/C  Commants
B3rd Fightar Fob. 25, 1943- Japan (Hokksido] - New K27 None Saw much combat. Unit formed a1 Hachinoha,
end of war Guinea - Philippines Amari, on Feb, 26, 1843 with Ki27 and K43
anginal sgupment.
B4th Fighter Summer 1941-  Jopan - French Indo-China - K10 ¥idd h eomb
end of war Malsya Sumatra - Java - Ki2? K4 1he Ki.43 and ane of two units 1o onter the Pacifc
Burma - Thadtand ‘War with Ki43 equipment. Uised Ki.43 langer than
any other JAAF wnit. Regimental Commande:
Lt/Col. Tateo Kata was killed over the Bay of
Bengal and becama a nationsl hero,
B5th Fighter July 1941 China Philippines - Ki32 Ki4s Formaly Light Bomber Regiment. Unit reformed
eatly 1045 Formasa - Okinewa - EiGlb L in China In July 1041 mn Ki43 as orginal
Japan (Home Defence) equipmant.
B8t Fighter May 1842~ Manchoukug Ki2? Kbt Replacod Ki27 with Kid3
Mazch 1943 Later conveetod to KiG1 in March 1943 and see.
10 Mew Guinea whore it was all but annibiated.
7181 Fightar June 30 1944—  Philippines - Jopan (Westein  KiSlb Ki.B4 Formerty Light Bomber Ragimont. Hmw n-
end af war Defence Sector) formed #s Fighter for Phifippines
Juna 30, 1944 with Ki.43 and nea as u‘w
wquipment.
T72nd Fighter May 1944 Japan - Philippines None Kig4 Unit hastily formed for Phiippines defence
May 1845, Official loﬂnlbnn was Jum :!n_ 1844, Sent 10
I’I!lllﬂﬂl Decomiber, Virtually annshilated
ere. Unit nlh‘.llllv dllbllﬂlﬂ May 30 1945,
73nd Fightor Sepl. 17. 1943 Japan Philipgines None Kig4 Unit Io-mod n Kashiwabara 8t Gitu. Japan. on
May 1845 s.ul 17 3. Assigned 10 Philippines defence
0« and virtually nnihilated thare,
Olﬁalll\r disbanded May 30, 1945 for the recoed.
77th Fighter June 1942~ Manchoukuo -+ Burma - Ki.10 Nona Om of best known JAAF Regimants. Siw
Aug. 20, 1544 Dutch Epst Indios = Maw Kiz7 ombat. Complately annihilated in New GII|P'¢
wined .!d officially desbanded for the_racords at Hol-
landia, New Guines. on August 20, 104
1015t Fighter Sept. 1044 Okinewa JSDGI\ {Home HNone Kigd4 Unit officially formed st Ksmeyama, Shimane.
wnd of war Istand Dotonce Japan. on Now, 10, 1944 with Ki43 and KiB4
a8 originsl squipment.
102nd Fightes Seot. 1944 - Japan {Homs Nene KB4 Formed st Kameyama. Shimane. Japan
July 30, 1945 m-nd Dafence) with 1015t Fighter an Naov. 10, "Tade ka3 and
KiB4 poth original equipment. Losses led 1o
wansher of 102nd remnants to the 103ed Fighter
Rogiment on July 30, 1
103rd Fighter Sept. 1944 Y Awaii Islands Kona K4 formed at Kameyama, Shimane, J
wnd of war Aw. 28, 1944 Expanded by remnents nr Nund
Fightar Regimant in Summar 1945..
1041h Fightar Mov, 30, 1944= Manchoukug Kona KB4 Counter Soviet Patrol, Unit formed st Heizan,
and of war Manchoukuo, on Nov, 30, 1844, Fought agsinst
. lluwln and Mongolian aircraft in fast wook of
112th Fightet July 10.1945—  Japan (Middle Datence Sector)  Nona Ki.B4 One of kst now RAegiments. Formed a1 Komakl.
end af war Gifu, Japan, on July 10. 1945 with m:! and
Ki.B4 aircrafe Unit in process of baing moved 1o
GiHu City when wat ended.
203rd Fightar Apnd 1042~ Manchoukuo Nane Nong Counter Soviet Pawol, Unit formed in Man-
end af war choukuo in Apel 1942 wath Kid3 as onginal
equipment. Fought less than a weak in
and Mongolian irvasion in August 1845,
204th Fightar July 20, 1044-  Japan (Kyushu) Burma K27 Nona Fotmarly Bomber lhpm-m Tiying K27 fighters.
end of war French Indo-China Japan Unit wInt Chinzel, Kyishu, Japan. on
(Homa Island Defence) July 20. 1044 Mh Ki27 and Kid43 as original
Formosa © M kuo squEpment.
2480 Fightar Junp 1943 Japan (Osaka) - Philippines + Ki27 KiB4 Home defence unit transferred 1o Philppines
Agnl 1845 Japan {Middle Dofonce Secior) in November 1944,
24BN Fightet Aug. 10 1042- . Japan {Deuld) New Guirea  None Norw formed at Opuld, Yamaguchi, Japan. on
Aug. 20, 1844 mq Y0, 1842 mm K143 as criginal equipmant.
Annihilated in New Guinsa, Officially disbanded
in Mew Guanes by JAAF hoadguarters, Tokyo.
on August 20, 1944 for the record.
INDEPENDENT COMPANIES:
Company When used Area of Operations Formar A/C Later A/C  Commants
24 Fighser May 1942~ Sumatra Philippinas None Kig4 Slwmucnmhll. Uinit wranshesred 1o Philippines
Jan, 1845 n Oct. 19




INDEPENDENT COMPANIES:
Company Whan usad

Area of Operations Former A/C Later A/C  Commants
Sopt. 15, 1941 Chang Malaya Kane Kidd Unit farmed at Canton. China, on Sept. 15, 1841
May 1842 with K43 and mlmuml Ki.u prototypes
88 oeiginal equipment. Known as the “Kingfishes
, Compary.” Later refcrmed a5 ‘7"‘ Alr Combat
_ Fighter Flagimant
T1st Fighter July 1841 -and of Sumawa Nane None Saw much combat. Unit reporedly disbanded
war Andaman Islands - in May 1945, afthough Kid3 remained in use
Indo-China - Malsya with 715t Fighter until end of war,

FLIGHT TRAINING COMPANIES:

Company Whan used Location Former A/C Later A/C  Commants

Amn Spring 1545 Yokoahba Arfiald K78 Kig1 Used in Home Island Delence in addition 1o

. and of war wBinng.

FLUGHT DRILUNG COMPANIES:

Company ‘Whaen used Location Formar A/C Later A/C  Comments

et July 1848-and of war Noro [ Ursitformed in July 1844 when Drilling Companiss

warn eatablshod

2nd July 1844—and of was None Nane s above

ah July 18448-and of war None Nane As above

Bth July 1844—and of war L) we As above

13th HNav. 1844—and of war Kone Hana

14th Oct. 1944-Dec. 1944 None Nene Uinis disbanded in Dacamber 1944

17n Oct. 1844-ond of war Hone Naone

16th Oet. 19d4—end of wa Nora Nane

TRAINING SCHOOLS:

School Whan usad Location Former A/C Later A/C Commants

m Amw Flying  Now. 1041~ Akeno - Hitachi L) Kidd First flying school to initiate Ki43 piot wraining

Juna 1544 Flulwmmmm«mwnanmw
Al Trsining Division and Hitachi Air Training
Divislon.
Akeno Air Training  June 1944 Akeno None Kid4 Formar Aki Schoal. Unit formed
Duvisson #nd of war N June 1844 with Kid3 and Kid4 equipmant.
Kumagaya Army 1B42-1944 Kumagaya Ki2? Hare Jaoined Akeno AFS for Kid3 Might training dus
Fhying School to Pacific War JAAF expansion.

Aurmy At Enrly 1042~ Tokorozawa Al JAAF Al JAAF Supplied to Army Aviation Maintenance School

Mnnmm:- School end of war aircraft marcraft for Ki.43 maintenance and repair taining.

TAIATARI [Sulcide) REGIMENTS:

Regiment ‘When used Area of Operations Former A/C Later A/C  Commants

13t Spocial Attack Summar 1§45 Japan (Honshu) HNone Unknown Aegimantsl headquarters and facilities at Mito

a"l.'d. Honshu, Japan, in last few months of
ar.

FOREIGN SERVICE:

Country and Unit ‘When used Aren of

Royal Thai Air Force Late 19431848 Thaitar South China  « Standaed Royal Thai Air Force HHDII duting Pacific Wae. Re-

(Thailand} Malsya - French Indg-China mainad in seivice &8 fighter until 1048,

Thailard

Republic of Ching Air 1943-1948 China Caplured examples test flown Natianalists during Pacific

Force (Nationalist China) Wer A few captured sxamples by Nauonahats during
Chinese Crel War, 1646-1944,

ed Army Air Force Oct. 1848-July 1846 Manchuria  + North China Formar JAAF aivcraft acquired in Manchuria (Manchoukua) and

IL‘nm'-maln Cn-ul Morh China by the Chinete Red Army {Communist China).
Flawn by Red Asmy Air Force until Chanese Communist military
Tarces ween reformed in July 1948,

People’s Liberation Army  July 1046-1549 Noeth Chena  +  Central China Poople’s Libaration Army Alr Fores farmed in July 1948, Sporasdic

Air Force (Communi: e of Kid3 along with Kidd and Ki84 in Chinese Civil War,

China) 1946-1948.

Air famy of France Aug. 1945-1946. French Indo-China Former JAAF sircralt confiscated in French Indo-China after
Japan’s sumrender, Flown by Groupss de Chases l.'? and II.r?
againgt Viat insurgenta until arrival of later Ameri

Indanesian Pecple’s Sept. 1945-1949 Dutch East Indses - Indanesia

Security Force

Formes JAAF aircraft. Flown by Indonesian Nationalist pilats
against Nethardands East Indies Air Force

NOTE: These lists are not 1o be regarded s camplete as only those for which Ki.43 use has bean confirmed have been identified.
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Fromt Cover top to bottom

AIRCAM AVIATION SERIES
Each publication illustrates one type or major sub-types
of a famous aircraft in the colour schemes and markings
of the Air Forces of the World, Each issue will contain eight
pages of colour side view illustrations. supporting black
and white plan view drawings showing where necessary
both upper and under surfaces, one hundred and twenty-
five half-tone photographs, each issue will also contain
one full colour plate ilustrating twenty examples of Unit
Insignia of the World's Air Forces.
No. 1 North American P-51D Mustang.
In USAAF-USAF service.
No. 2 Republic P-47 Thunderbolt.
In USAAF-USAF. RAF. Free French. French Air
Force: Mexican, Brazilian and other Air Forces.
Mo, 3 North Amaerican Mustang Mk. I-IV.
In RAF: RAAF. SAAF, RNZAF, RCAF service
and the North American P-61B and D Mus-
tang in French; italian: Swedish: Royal Nether-
: Netherdands East Indies. Indonesian:
Philippine: Dominican: Somali; Soul
Korean: Chinese Nationalist: Chinese Communist,
otc., Alr Forces,
No. 4 Supermarine Spitfire Mk. 1-XVI, Moerlin
Engine.
in RAF; RAAF: SAAF; RCAF; USAAF: Belgian;
Polish; Czechoslovakian: Free French. Frenc
R. Norwegian; R. Netherlands: R, Danish; Israel
an; Greek; Turkish; Portuguese: Egyplian:
Burmese. otc., Air Forces.
MNo. 5 North American P-51B/C Mustang.
In USAAF service. Similar content to No. 1 but
with brief coverage of the P=51 and A-36,
No. 6 Curtiss (P-40) Kittyhawk Mk. I-IV.
In RAF; RAAF, ANZAF: SAAF; RCAF: Nather-
lands East Indies; Russian and Finnish Air Forces.
The Curtiss P—40 Warhawk will be covered in a
future issue.
No. 7 Curtiss P-40 Warhawk
In USAAF-French and Foreign service.
No. 8 Supermarine Spitfire—Griffon Engine
Supermaring Spitfire Mi. XII - 24
Supermarine Seafire Mk, | - 47
No. 8 Spad Scouts
Spad Scouts S.VII and S.XINI
No. 10 Lockheed P-38 Lightning
in USAF: French; italian; Chinese Nationalist
service.
No. 11 Consclidated B-24 Liberator
In USAF. RAF: RAAF; MLD: IAF; CzechAF and
CMAF service PBAY; 1/2 Privatoer in USN:
USMC: Aeronavale and CNAF service.
No. 12 Awvro Lancaster
In Unit Service.
No. 13 Nakajima Ki.43 -
No. 14 Republic F/RF-84F Thunderflash/Thunder-
streak

AIRCAM ‘'SPECIALS’

No.1 Battle of Britain
The Supermanne Spithre. Hawker Huir»ﬁl'ﬂ
and Messerschmitt BEL1OSE. Siateen pages of
Colour. Publication dats 3181 January, 1969
No. 2 Finnish Air Force
A complete history of the Finnish Air Force
from formation 1o the present day.
Publication date 28th November, 1969

K411, 152 Alr Combat Regimart, 3rd Comparry. Rabaul snc Kotk M dw.“ Thaatra of Operations. late 1843
1345,

Ki.43-4Iin, 13th Air Combat Regimant. Singapore and Indo-China, Nov. 1

Ki43-ila, 33+d Air Combai Regiment. 151 Company, Dutch East Indiex. New Gusnea. Summs 1943

Ki 43-11-Km. 241h Independent Fightar EOMO)HV
Ki.43-bc. Akena Army Flying School, Sprng 1943

pinas, tatn 1 844-Jan 1945,

SON 86045 027 &
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