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On 23 March 1918, Bavarian
Jagdstaffel 31b was in the thick of
the assial combat that sccompanied
Germany's last grest gamble on the
Western Front. Just 28 hours earfisr,
the great Amiens Offensive,
generally known as Kaiserschiacht,
had grupted and the German storm
toops had made great gains. One of
the Jasta 34b pllots aloft that day
was Lin d R Rudolf Stark, who had
arrived at the unit only a month
earlier, and had yet to attain his first
wictory. Sterk was flying Pfalz

D il 4064/ 17, rmarked with his e
band. In his book Bie Jagd=tafiel
unserg Heimat, Stark would later
recount the day's events;

“We fiy forward. Péronne is
burming. The smoke of many
conflagrations rises up. We find no
adversarias in the heights, 50 we
drop down, often as low as 100
metres from the ground. Below ua,
English artitlery is in retrest, khaki
infantry hastens westward,

‘We fiy over Péronna. My engina
seizes up and will work only
spasmodically, | must tum back. The
signal flares | fire pass unnoticed in
the amoke | must go back to the
front alone, All around me is the
smoke of the burning town and |
lose my direction.

‘Suddenly two machines jump up
before me — English two-seaters,
They attack ma. | cannot rely on my
engine now, but | mean to sall my
lifie as dearly as possible and s0
attack one of the Englishmen. A
couple of shots - guna jammed —
yex, they would al such a moment.
| foel mysoli defenceless, and in my
rage | try to ram an enamy’s
machine. One of the Englishmen has
last height in & tTurn. | bear down on
him, my fingers press the trigger-
buttons, and suddanty the guns
begin to fire again. Then | see the
observer in the other machine
collapse and his pilot lurch forweard:
I pull my stick hard and just get past
the English machine, which goes
down on to its nose and falls
vartically. it crashes in an old shefl
hale amid the ruins of Barleux.

The other Englishmen breasks
off the combat and vanishes in the
mist. | make an effort to find my
way, trying 1o steer an sastward
course by my compass. My engine
runs worse and worse, but at last |

see the front, with leld-grey
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soldiers below me once more, My
petrol is nearly done. Below me is
shell-hoke country, which is far from
suitable for an emergency landing. |
carry on. Al last & wide field extends
befare me — an serodrome. | land on
the fast drop of petrol and find
mysalf at Villers-le-5ac. That means
I hawve drifted a long way southward.
The mechanicz of Jagadstaffel 79
attend to my machine, and then |
start off home,”

Stark's initial victory was
recorded as a DH 4, one of three
wvictims claimed by the Jests that
day. He would go on to more
success, adding a further four
victories to his score while flying the
alagant silver-grey Plalz D Il and
D ifla with Staffel 34b. Stark would
subsequently command Jaste 35b
and finizh the war with 171 victorles
|Cover artwork by Mark
FPostiethwaite)
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

he Fokker was.a bloodstock animal thar answered o the
slightesr movemens ol the hand and could almose guess the
ricer’s will in advance, The Plalz was a slugpish work homse

which fought the brdle and had ro be controlled with a strong halrer.
Phies ] the Bavarian ace, and tormer cavaleyman, Rudolf Stk srre
his opinion of the Palz 17 X1 Alchough he was comparing the lare-wat
13 XH haplane figheer to the superb Fokker 1) VL, it could be said thae
a similar auiade was. frequenitly [ell towand the other ghter types
o emerpe from the Plale Fluszeupwerke: Aunractive and generally

competent designs when judged on their own merits, Phale sircrafiwere,

however, almost invariably fouesd wantng when compared with berter
known contemporary machines,

I'he First Plake Aighters were monoplanes based dosely on the French
Morane-Saulnier vpe H desipn — these were considered inferior 1o
the contemporary Lokder Lindeckers. ‘The most widely knewn and
mumerons Plle aircrale were the sleek, elegant T 1T and is suceessor the
3 1a. These fighers weee produced i quandity and lown succestully
by many: German pilots of the fegdsaffeln (fizhrer unirs), and: they wall
torm the primarny subjects of this volume. Fven so, the [ L was neveras
widely used or as favoured as the contemporary Allstros fighiters:

Chuitea fow pilots achieved suceess in dhe 1Y Ula bur the type failed 10
schieve u [nrmidable repuration. The last Plaly designs to see action were
the compact rowry-engined T VIIT interceptor and the robust but
mafigned 13 X1, and both are also featured in this book.

One wddivipual note. In prepaning this insmalment of che Chprey
Asreraft of the Aves series, the author has been forced o broaden the
detinition of whar cxacriy constitures a ‘Plalz ace’. While German archival
information records the victonies attaned by the fasta pilors, this dar
rarcly gives procise information separding what type of aircmli (e
victorions atrmen flew. Forthe firse half of 1908, many feediaTels weee,
by necesity, operiting a mix of Alhatros, Pfaly or Fokker machines, and
it is often difficult, if nov impossible. w kinow which seroplane o mlot
usedd 1o gain a parricular victory, Many aces known o have flown Pfals
desigms maost likely obtained the majority of their successes while flving
other types.

Far the purposes of this book; a ‘Pfalz ace’ is cherefore an ace who is
decumenied as hayving lown a Palz ircraft acone nme in his carceras
Jagdffieger, and pot pecessarily someane who soored ive victories {or
indeesd any viceres) in a Pfulz. |n the absence of bemer informadon,
scepunis ol and by lesser” pilors who also Hew Phle designs are also

covCECd.

Greg Van'Wyngarden
St Chirrles; Towa
March 2006




PFALZ
MONOPLANES

he Plalz Flugrengwerke GmbH, locared at Speyer on the Rhine,

SINVIJONOW Z7Y4d

ur Bavaria, was founded in 1215 by the dheee enterprising

Eversbusch brochers, Alfred, Ernstand Walcer. Inicially, the firm
inended to obmin licence righee from the Albatros Company ol
Johanuisthal vo produce thar company's aircraft in Bavaria. When thar
agreement fell through, che Pfalz firm obriined financing and agsismance
from Gustay Ot in Muonich 1o build Ohie B-type pusher biplanes
under licence for the Palz Aving schoal, This was doncar the arging of
the Bavarian Flving Service, as Bavaria was the most independent and

powerful of all the stes in the Tmperial Getmany next wo Prussds, and

muintained js own flying service.

Alfred Evershusch soon realised thar the Cheo machines were hardly
competitive with current French aireralt, and in February 1914 the firm
procured a licence agreemene with the French Merane-Saulnier firm o
construct irstype L and H monoplanes in Bavaria,

T July of that yvear, Walter Eversbusch pained his piloc's cernificate
from the Morane-5aulnier school in Paris, and hewould sereeas hisfirm's
chief rest pilor until o facal crash on 1 June 1916.

While the Phale Comnpany is most Gmous lor its streamlined [ 1T and
D 11a fishters of 191718, irs firse aircrafr to see combar in World War |
were rorary-engined monoplanes which were strice copies of Morane-
Saulniet designs, Severul sirmen who would later gain renown as aces
eained their initial cxperience in these machines,

When the Grear War erupred in August 1914, the Pfalz company had
completed vnly three paresol monoplanes based on the Morane-Saulnies
U'ype L, three shoulder-wing monoplane copics of the Type Iland dhree
(Uirro biplanes for the Bavanan air service. Evenmually, seme 60 Type 1
twis-scater parisols — numbered P1 o PO — would be produced. These
would be given the German milicary desipnations of Palz A | (powered
by the 80 hp Oberursel L0 rotary) and A 11 {with the 100 hp Oberursel
LI T). These parasils did yeomen service with Buvanan mconnaisance
uwnits in the fiver vear of dhe war, and they would lacer serve as trainers,

One pilor who would gain a wealth of experience on the Plale
rrictoplies was 22-yeur-olid Max Holreem, o pre-war aviawor who had
joined the Srd Flieger Bagaiflon at Koln on 14 Ocrobier 1913, Though he
would never become an ace by official standards, Holtzem enjoyed a

lengthy and varied Oying career that lasted the entirery of World War 1,
and his story is incxericably tied ro the Pfalz firm and its aircrafr,

After wartime service with Feta Flieger Abresfungen Y and 34, Holrem

wais wetit tothe Plale aciory on 17 April 1915 for training on pakssols and

single-scarer monoplanes: 1e lived a tong life inaviation and spent his lase

vedrs i Calitornia, where he remembered:




CHAFTER OME

A Pialz Parasol of Feldflieger
Abteilung 9b is readied to have

its engine run up, with the wheels
chocked and two mechanics
hodding down the tail. The location
is Toblach, in the Puster Valley

of the Dolomites. The backdrop

1o this photograph gives a good
impression of the nigged terrain
thesa machines had to fiy over.
The Pfalz monoplane was a licenoe-
buitt copy of the Morane-Sauinier
Type L Parasol. The Pfak: had a
much shorter take-off run than

the unit’s other aircraft. the LVG B |,

and was better suited to the Alpine
conditions

T was 2 very happy juy when |
strolled down the road on 4 beauri
bl early moming in the spring of
1915 ro the Phale aircraft facrorny a
Spoyer am Rhein, nor far from the
old cathedral — the Speyer D —
and near the shoreline ol the Rhine
River. Now | wwould become a sin
gle-searer pilor in these marvelous
litle aeroplanes, all by myself, and
doing whar | wanred to do, instead
of being & mere chanffeur! My
insrrucror, Walter Eversbusch, was
vorng, and a dreamer just as'| was.
He huid just finished the trining of
s first pupil, Uz (Edoard) Bohme. 1 was shown the intrdicacies ol
lndling dhe little ships thar bid no stabilisers of any kind.

IHotozem recalled thae the Plale monoplanes were mricky o fy, and had
to bre caretully rigged with the control column dead centre. 1f che column
was let loose during ﬂ'tgh!, the aermplane would "do almost anything. o
mighr roll because the wings would warp, or would dive or climb since the
ritcleler had no fin and there were no horizoneal scabilisers, just elevatoms.

The controls were extremely sensitive, and make-oth and lindings were
difficule. With the Gnome-type Oberursel enpine, there was no way 1o
throule back — the engine was wide-open or nothing: The pilor had 2
‘blip” swircle an woprol the stick thar interrupeed the sgnition bur kepr the
engine chean and running
such an dircrafr come in to lind one would hear the fanvous heeep - brerp’,

this s how the pilot reduced power. When

which is why they were called Sofnrpsen by the Germans.

When quericd abour the seliability of the frail-looking Phake A 1
Parmsols, Holrzem replied, | am oftren asked abiuc che seractural sirengeh
of these catly seroplanes. They were so light and Tooked 5o flimsy. They
stood up surprisingly well to rough and most demanding service.” When
Walter Evershusch was killed on Penrecose Dy of 1916, Holzem wok
over as chief Plalz test pilor.

Although constructed in small numbers, the Plale A 1 played o key role
in the fmt grear exploic of the evenmal “Blue Max' winner Owo
Kissenberth. This 19-victory ace was born i Landshor, Niederbavern
(Lower Bavaria) on 26 February 1893, Anavid mountaimeer, he gained o
tnechanical engineering degree ar the rechnical college in Munich afrer
studying French Linguage and Heeramre ar the University: of Grenoble.
Afrer complering his engineering curriculum, Kissenberth pased his
Hying éxaminations ar the Oreeo Works in Munich,

When war broke out, he volunteered for dutyar FEA 1 in Schieisheim
and finishod his wraining ar the Johannisthal Selwool near Bedin Kissenberth
reported o B FL Abe. 8b (h' for Bavarian) on 21 January 1915, and received
his Pilor's Badge the sane day: He sustainsd @ severe hip wonmnd i aerial
combat over the Vosges Mountins on 21 March, bur rerurned ro che from
oy months later. In July Kissenberrh was assigned o F. Il Abr. 9b, which
was ordered to pesform the dusies of Afpenbergs Flieger Al (Alpine Corps
aviarion wnirt) for the Bavarian atmy in the Dolomites, or Tyrolen Alps.




On 23 May 1915; lraly had declared war on Germany's ally Auseeia

Hunygary, bt not an Germany. This left Austrin’s southern Hank in the

Alps-almose completely unprotecied. The canpaipn biminst Ausiria-
Hungary's primary Rossian enemyin the castwas in full swing, absorbing
must ol the Dwal Monsrchy's military resources, For the defence of a
meunainous border with Taly, steetching 350 kilometres, Austria had
only & volunreer rerritorial rifle corps, thus it had o rerrear northward.
Katser Wilhelm came 1w the aid of has ally, and on 25 May 1915 imial
elements of the partially complete German Alpendorps artived in Tyrol

The newly formed F. Fl. Abr. 9b was ordered from Schleissheim o
Tyrol on | June. Tes commander was the distiognished pre-war pilos Oble
Franz Hailer, Following a mxing scarch for sultable aifields, the unic
sertled in ar the paride groond sourh of Brixen, equipped with LV B 1
biplanes and Plale Parasols. The dillicall tercan and weather conditions
caused many complications. Compounding these difficulics were serict
orders from the Kaiser that German rroops (and aircraft) were nor o cross
che Imalian border in order w0 avoid war with [taly, The it soon
iransterred to Toblach in the Puster Valley. [ was from dhar mountain
meadow aemalrome that Kisenberth and others would mke off on a
daring - and somewhat clandestine — nssion,

A bombing raid was ro be made on lralian troops and supply depots ar
Cortina o Ampero, which was actually then i Anstian wermtory; bur
occupied by the lalians (thus, they would noe technically be flying into
tealy). Each of the Parasols was furnished with maleshifo-bomb racks for
fivie 4.5-%yr Carbonit hombs on each side of the hsckige: Tn order o allow
the heavily-loaded monoplane o cllmb over the Alps, dhey would be
flown without ohservers, On 3 June Kissenberth's dreiliong was ordered
v paint largre red and white stripes on the luselage and the wing undersides
of the Parasols. The redfwhite marddnos were part of the nanonal insienia
of the Austro-Hungarian Lufifabrrmppe, thus this nise was designed 1o
give the Triltans the impression that the Parisols were Ausrrion,

After several delays, the mid was wlimaely scheduled tor the late
afternoon of 31 July, The weather cleared somewhar, bur a high cloud cover
and squall-like winds remuined ax the three Malz were prepared for rake-off.
Vhw Kissenberth in Parasol P39 struepled off the aidfield fiest followed by
Utz Eduard Bohme then L Ferdi-
mind Mire. After dimbing o 300
mietres thie third Parasolwas canshi in
a violent dowmnward squall snd Mirz
crashed Eally. This went unnoticed
b the firse oo piloes, and they con
tined on their way. Kissenberth

worttdd Later wrine;

‘I soon lost sisht of my comrades.
First af all, | tried o gain as much
height as rapidly as possible. After
pearly hatfan hour Fwas ready, Llch
the Puster Valley behind, few
by Ditrrenstein Meouwneimn, which

always provided the pilor wich par-

The future Pour le Méries ace Mo
Kissenberth demonstrated how he
hopad to operate s camers that had
been especially fitted to his Pfalz
Parasal PA9 in the hope of eapturing
the results of his bombing rakd on
Corfina. Note tho ‘P33 painted on
the underside of the centre section
behind his head, and the transhucent
quality of the clear-doped fabric.
Kissenberth wrote, ‘| alan instslled
my camera, although | could read
on the faces of the ohservers that
they would never believe one of

the pilots capable of taking decent
photographs’. As it turmed oul, by
the time the Parasols dropped their
bombs it was too dark for photos
anyway

ricularly strong guses, crepr past the
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CHAPTER ONE

powerfully formed rock wallsof the Croda Rossa and inside the rall peals
wirmounding the Coring basin - Monte Pelme, Tofana, Cristallo,
Sorapiss— all names which ouched a mountin climber’s heare. B thas
day their natoral beauty was not much inspiration o me, Much more
valuable was the discovery that Cima Pomiagsymon was covered op with a
cloud bank, and | was thercfore able to By over undisturbed. The Talians,
who had yesserday nastily mflicred many hits on my new Parasol from
there with their machine guns, wert surely enraged that they rodhiy conld
not do any harm o the eiive paledeso (“damned Aviarik”).
Meanwhile, the first houses of Corming were already in sighe 1 was ar
1500 metres aver them, prepared everything ready for the drop, flew
precisedy over the objective, cstimared how long | must hold off and then
ler the seven bombs drop. | could not obsérve the hits with comingy
becauise | had my hands full just mainkaioing contral of my machine i rhe
squalls, which were especially violent here. Hasrily, 1 made off. Tenidd not

take any photsraphs of Cortna, a5 was already too dark below.

An evocative sceno of bustling
activity at Toblach field shows the
newly painted Parasols of F. Fl. Abt
Sb being prepared for thelr mission
to Cortina on 31 July 1815, The rned
and white markings on tha fuselags
and wing wers a bit of subterfuge
meant to disguise the Pfalz as
Austro-Hungarian machines.

The box sttsched to the side of

the fuselzge beneath the cockpit
wians an improvised bomb-dropping
device. Four Parasols painted in the
special markings =re seen, slthough
onfy thres pilots were detalled for
the mission

Lin Ferdinand Nirz {seen in the
inzetl was killod in this crash as

heo took off for the Cortina raid on

31 July. The red and white markings
gre clearly visible on the fuselsge
sides and undersides of the wing -
nole lhal thess did not extend to
the underside of the fusslags




I followed the course o Cristallo, because the Pomagagnon lay free of
clouds by then and Twanted to avoid the threatening maching guns there.
I Hew only a few feet over thie Cristallo glacier. Eooking arits cvemnal icein
the dark blue crovasses, the heaury and enchantment of the thight over the
high mountin mmge come  me with convicton. The lest rays of the
sinking sun, tefracted by the scraps of mist into minbow colouss, lay on
the powerful summirs and peaks.

When Tlanged T recejved the sad news that one of my comrades had
crashed faally shoedy after the stare. Owr Highe had success, though. A
fow days afterwards, our leader, Oble Hailer, informed usthar starements
fram prisoners reveated that 17 bombs bad bit their arpges

The Contina mission was the zenith of the operational acovities of the
Phalr Parasol. On 9 Avgust 1915 F. Pl Abt. 9b was andered o the Western
Frimt. The unit soon transterred 1o Clolir, in Alsce, where it continued
operations with the Pfake A L, along with other machings. Iy was a differcnt
Phalz aircraft, however, tharwould play 2 furcher role in Kissenherth s career.

PrarLz E-Tyre FIGHTERS

Cin 18 Aprif 1915 an event noccurred which weuld drastically alier the
charaeter of aeral warkire, a8 well as the future of the Phalz firm. The
French pre-waraviaror Roland Garros, thena pilorwith Fseaddrilfe M5 26,
was caprured when his Morane-Saulnier L (the type thavwas the basis for
the Plake A T was shot down by ground fire near Ingelmunseer. Working
with Raymond Saulnicr, Garros had experimentally firred a forward-
firing Hotchkiss machine gnn in front of his cockpir and attached mets]
bullet deflectors w the propeller blades, Widh dhis crude device, Carros
had knocked down thice German aircrafr since 1 April. Namrally.
German aushorinices found his insmllarion fascinanng and were inspired
o e iately ery something stmilir on dieie own machines.

Forwunately for Jdffies (the Lnspekeion der Fiegertruppen, or Inspecronare
nfaviation moops), the brilliant Dutch aircrafe designer Anthany Fokker
had already been working on a superior mechanical synchronisarion
system. This permireed 2 machine gun o fire through the propeller arc
with no sk of hirrmg the propeller. and woas no- doualy insprired” by
similar method patented by LVG chiel engineer Frane Schocider in 1913,

Folder successfully inscalled his mechanism an one of hisown Fokker
M5K monaplines, which were themselves loascly based on Morane
Saulmier designs (but were, in laen great improvemeiits over the French
designs), On 16 May 1915, Jdflieg invied Pfalz Dirccror Eversbusch o
ohserve firing trials of the Fokker synchronisation system. The Phils
Company was oo douln jovolved because the fiom was aleeady
manufacturing copies of Garros” Morane-Saulnicr, which haid provided
the incentive for the adoprion of the system in the first place.

Plalz. emgineers begmn o experiment with arming their own
monoplanes with synchronised guns follosing the demonstration in
May. Information on the developmient of the armed version of the 'l
monoplane i lacking butan Flffiey contiace for 25 E T and en E 11
fighters wasin place by 28 Seprember 1915.

The E iwas pu'wrr::f b}'tf'lc'sr\'cn-c}rlind:r #il |‘.p Oberumel L0 Totary,
while the E T wilised the nine-cylinder 100 hp Oberursel L1 and had
winis of increased arca. Borh mounted & single LMG 08 gun, popularly

FANY1dONDW Z27%dd

n



CHAPTER DNE

12

Kurt Weil recalled that, because

of their white fabric and black
outfined surfaces, thess sarly

Pfalz aircraft were known &5

‘fiying death announcements’

In this case, the nicknames was
almost too appropriate. Obit Rudoll
Berthold sustained major injuries
when he crashed in this Plalz E IV
from a height of 100 metres only

a few minutes after take-off on

25 April 1916. This was the first in
& long siring of wounds that would
plagus the future high-scoring ace
throughout the war

Even budding sces can have a bad
day. The future ‘Blue Max" winner
Ernst Uidet crashed this Pfalz E IV
when he was flying as 8 member

of KEK Habsheim. Since the redder
l= milssing, It sppears that the slreraft
fippeod onto its back, and was
subsequently set nght side up for
this photograph. Udet scored no
wictories in this machine, but would
end the war a5 Germany's ranking
surviving ace with 62 victories.

The Plalz E IV was powsred by

the 160-hp Dberursel U Il twin-row
rotary, and was equipped with tadin
Spandau LMG 08 machine guns

known as the ‘Spardan’. Four
moniths after the famed Fokker E |
artived ‘at the Frond n June 1915,
the fint examplis of the Phalz I |
miade their appearanee in the com-
bar zone,
The Phalz Eindeckers,  howeyer,
wintll never hecome as popular as
the superior Folkhkers. The introdue
tion of the Phalz E |11 parasol fighter
and even the twin-gunned E IV wirch
a 160 hp Oberursel U L ewin-row rotary failed to enhance the reputadon
of Plale prochioces. By the end of April 1916 there were 56 Palz monoplane
fighters ar the Front (27 of therm E T8, compared with 173 Fokker E-types.
Fwo monrths fater there were 51 Phalz figheers recorded (30 E s among
them) and 137 Fokkers. Tt wasn case of oo linde, too ke, for the Phalz E-
rypes simply failed to make an impact. From the Allied pilos’ pobm
of view, the Philr monoplanes were wrally unknown. and they wete
invariably reporeed as Fokkers due o their similar configaranon.
Photographic evidence indicares thiat several successful Foklker scesand
aces-ro-be flow 'fuale E-rypes operanionally at lease o few times. As with the
lirst Fokkers, the Tlale were parcelad out o assorred reconnpissance
squadrons and, occasionally, ro carly makeshift figheer unies known as
Kampfeinsrezer Kemwmandos | KEK, single-scarer figheer commands);
Pilots frequendy expressed  preference for Fokker desgns and
their disgust with the Pfale machines ‘becawse of their insdfficient
pertormance’, Furthermore, Fl. Abe, 71 submirced 2 report in |amuary
1916 thar one of i PRake Aghters had suffersd devaror filore, Ie was
cventually fovealed char the juncdon of the elevatar whbe spar and
elevator conrrol was weak and required reinforcemenn Due 1o their
unpopularity, many Plale E-types were senn to che Fastern Frontorather
thearres where the opposition was ot as intense as i the west — they
served 0 Russia, on the Macedonian/Bulgarian front and even Palestine,
O buclding ace who cenainly gained experience on Malr monoplanes
was Oheo Kissenberth, Having recurned 1o France with Fo FL Abe, 9b, he
had been promored o Offimer-Stellverrrerer on 27 Auguse 19153, and come
muissioned on 11 Novenber. Alter receiving the Tron Cross First Class on

[0 January 1916, Kissénberth was one of the pilas selected for the anid's

figheer derachment, known as REN
Emwishetm — also located a0 Colmar
in the Armaee Abreifisg B secior,
Kissenberth  flow boch  Fokker
maneplones and @ variety of Pl E-
rypes during his service in the KEK,
although he failed to score any con
[irmed victories in these machines.
Nonctheless, his apgressive churac:
rer-and derermination camed him
the mickname of ‘the Boelche of 9h7
In combat, Kissenberth displayed
a herce rosobve, which was in full




evidence on 12 October 1916. During the famous Anglo- French raid on
the Mauscr facrory ar Obeendorf (sce Osprey Avearion flice Unies 17 -
SPA 124 Fafeyverse Esendralle for more detarls), Kasenbarch was one of the
pilots who sceambled o ineercepr the bombers: Acting on his own
initative he ook offin Pokker 1 11 340/ 16 and shor down two Farmans
Alter landing o refuel, Kissenbersh apain took o the air and downed an
BMNAS Brepuer V

incredible fi=it ar this or any sraee of the war,

scoring a "wiple’ for his initial viciories was an

KEK Ensisheim bécame the basin for Jageiaffel 16 on 1 November
1916, and Kissenberth cainted theee more vicoories with thar unic In
August 1917 he ook aver e 23b, and had brooghr his mlly o 19 by
rich Mav. Then on the 29th Kissenberth sufersd a bad crashina capaored
Sopwith Camel and was severely injured. Sinee lis Injuries provented his
TOTUIRTY [0 H}'ing, o _=.p-¢:_'i-1! award of the Pour e Merite was gr.‘mr::d on M
June 191 R {2 score of 20 way generally required)

Another nascent ace who logped dme in 2 Plals monoplane was Willy
Hosensrein, Born of Jewash parenss in Srotegart on 28 January 1892,
Ressenisteln wis one of the few wartime German airmien with cxiensive
pre-war flving experience. Having sained hit pilocs licence in March 1912,
b was soon mining German army officers o fly ar the Rumpler Works ar
Johannisthal, Rosenstein also won several prestigous Hying competitions
and wenton to become the Godia frm's chiel wst pilot and inscuctor - by
Jamuary 1914 he had 3000 fighes under his belr,

Some months atrer Wordd War 1 commenced, Rosenstein eventually

wound up as & pilot with F, EL Abt. [9 ar Porcher aidield, Aying Albatros

Otto Kissenberth was a pilot with
KEK Ensmsheim when he posed
with this Pfalz E I. This photograph
gives a fine view of the seven-
cyfinder Oberursel U 0 rotary
engine, Kissenberth's pince-nez
and somewhal baby-faced
countenance belied his fiercely
determined and aggressive naturs

Taksn on the same oocasion as
the photograph above, this view
of Kissenberth with hia Pfaiz E | at
KEK Ensishelm reveats the clircular
Plakz namaplate on the front of the
cowling (an imitation of Morans-
Saulnier practice), The E | was

the first Pfalz produet srmed with
& synchronised maching gun. The
translucency of the bleached white
fabric is evident. The muttitude of
national markings was perhaps
deamed recessary 10 preveant
confusion with French Morane-
Sauinier machines

A relaxed Kissenberth happily poses
with a perky pup In Pialz E Il 657158
- the castor oif staining of the
tusslage was very comimon on
rotary-engined Pfalz The E Nl

was powered by the nine-eylindes
Oberursel U | Kissenberth did

not aam any victnries in Plals
monoplanes, but he would go

on to down 19 victims and
command Jasta 23b. This
Indomiteble sirman survived

the war, only to dle in s slimbing
accident in the Bavarisn Adps on

Z August 1519
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rwp-searers: On 22 Aigase 1915 he
collected his unit's fisst Folcker E 1,
and he flew this fishrer cxclusively for
overpwommonths and recomded several
indecinive combais with French air

craft. Another pilor then crashed the
Fokker, and in Diecember Risenstein
began flying a biand new Plale E |
215115, 1 te Acw thison five frondine
Hights thar manth, and on the 29th
he atvacked an sirerafi and fired 20
rounds ar it — he faded to bring it
dowwn bure did drive ir mway. This was
Rosenstein’s: lase E 1 fipght, after
which he rerurned po two-searers.

Hewenron oy in fama 9, then in faia 27, where be arramied his firse
confiemed victory on 21 Seprember 1917, Serving in Kesr la, dien s
depiity leader of Jusra40 under Carl Degelow, Rosensecin went on to raise
his score ta eight ornine victories by the end of the conflice.

First-hand sccounts of combar Nying in Plake E-types are scarce, but we
are forrunare thar Kurr Jenrsch (variously credived with one ro 25 many as
seven victories) gave demiled descriptions of his experiences with the PRl
nonoplanes i his excellent book fegaficger fm Fener. Jensuch began the
war as an infanrryman, carning distincton on the Lastern Froar undl
sidelined by a lung ailmens From the end of January 796 w March, He
suceeeded i atining s transfer 1o aviation, making his rsetaining Mights
at the fliegersehule ar Niederneuendorf. Jengsch went on o the fiving school
ar FEA Lin Seprember, and reported 1o the Fokker A filisdrflugrchude ar the
cud of Ocrober 1916, There, he gained an. intimate knowledae of the
idiosynerasics of the rotarv-cngined Foldeers,

Oirddered ti report to AFT 13 a5 a single-sesir fighier pilor, Jenmch was
avisched 1o the Kompfoaffel des Arpee Flugpeerk 13, which was sent o
Lludova, on the Balkan front, 1o provide supporr for the Bulgarfan Army.
Afrer a long and fortuous journey he armved and made his At
acquaintance with Phals E T445/15 — ane of three which equipped the
unir, On 5 Febmoary 1916 Jenseeh and his comrade Hans Schichel made
preparations e fiy Fom the shor qirsmip” hesde the milway line to their

new airfield at Mirovice, warched intently by a troop of cutious Bulparian

soldiers. |ensch wrore (as rranstared by O Brica Browne);

Willy Rosenstemn of F. Fl. Abt.

19 poses with his Plalz E | 216115
on FAugplatz Porcher in December
1915, The large display of the serial
number on the aft fuselags was
unusual, and must have beon
applied at unit level. The serial
number is also painted in white

on the black wheel cover.

A distinguished pre-war aviator,
Aossnstein had already made 3000
flights by January 1314. From F. Fl,
Abt. 19 he went on to fiy under
Hermann Goring in Jasta 27, then
with Kest 1a and finally under Carl
Degelow in Jasta 405 Rosenstoin
had claimed a total of B/9 confirmed
victories by November 1918. After
the wsr he became sn smateur
racing car driver end continued to
fiy. but emigrated to South Africa
in 1936 to escape the anti-Semitism
of the MNazi regime. Rosanstein’s son
Ernest disd whilst fiying s Spitfire
with the South African Air Forcs in
1245 (R G Gilh

Rosenstein’s grounderew from

F. Fl. Abt, 18 pose with E | 215/15
an Porcher airfield in December
1915. The bleached fabric covering
is evident — German pilot Kurt Weil
recalled many years later that The
ald Avistihs were snow white, and
%0, a5 | remember, wera tha first
Pialz monoplanes, These aircraft
were brilliant white — so white that
if you flew in sunlight, they looked
trangparent from the ground’

(R G Gilh




Otto Parschau (in flying gear] was
a pre-war military pilot who was

& great chempion of the Fokker
monoplanes, snd In fsct halped
Anthony Foliker introduce his armod
Eindecker to combat units in 1915
Parschau served 25 a Fokker pilot
in Kampfgesehwader 1 end then
Abwehr Komnmandoe Nord, and
the Pour le Mérite was awarded
to him following his eighth victory
on 18 July 1916, Parschau was
probably trying out the Pfalz E |
seen here. Mote the signal flare
pistol attached to the cockpit side

Kurt Jentsch had & long and
extremely varied lying carger
during the waor, and gained his

first experience in fighters tiying the
Pfaiz E | on the Batkan/Macedonian
Front. After his service there, he
wiuld go on to fly in Jasta 1, FL AbL
1A). 234 and than Jasta 61, whare ha
used the Plalz D a. This view was
taken close to war's end when he
wias & pilot in the prestigious Jssrs
‘Boelcke’ of JG

I'he mechanics have been workine on the assembly of the hree
manaplanes since the break of the new duy. Weare there throughour all

af the work, and watch everything like hawks so thar they don’t make a
miess of things. The Phaly Findecker is a copy of the French Morane
monoplane. The fuselage is shorrer than thar of the Folkker Eindecker, 1es
weipht is quite heavy, Two men have to expend 4 low of energy 1o lifL i,
e fuselage of the Folker Eindecker can almiose be taised by anc hand,
thar is how light [hakmced) ir is,

The wings angle of indidence is uncemmenly lghs in normal sincmons
this amounts v 13 degtees. When rigging the wings twhich is carried out
with the atrcraft in normal flight amimde), the angle of incdence of bath
wings must conncice; otherwise the mirerahl “hangs” 10 one side n the air

‘Phake Eindecker E 445715 is finally eeady for mke-off. 1 puc on my
crash helmer, pull on my furs and wedge myself inra the cockpit. The
chocks are in phace. The firse mechanic swirches on the engine. Tt ignites
with thevery firseswing. | hodd it back - it's putting out 1 180 revs. 1 raise
my hand 1o show I'm ready for take-off. The chocks'are removed,

T is e 15910 hirse T et the "blip” swirch {Sedmurpsenopf) vo and pive
full rudder. The engine drones, and after a1 5-metre tad, the machine
lifex into the air. In o fash the crare rises above the ground. Althongh my
atention wis on making @ successtul jake-oll, T also see the Bulparian
soldicrs enthusiastcally tossing thicir caps into the air,

“The PRalz Eindecker climbs well. | have reached 1000 merres in three
minutes. | see many rents standing on the lelt bank of the Vardar River.
These muse be Feldflieger Abreifungen 30 and 66, o whom we were
argached ar the depot.

Hawving reached the newairhield, Fswitch ol the engrine and spiral down.
| know well the responsibilivy thar rests on my: shoulders

height oxacrly and land smoorhly: Rolling toa stop, the crare sits slmost

estiate the

exactly In the middle of the airficld. A load has suddenty Bllen from my
shoulders.

‘Arennvely; Dwarch the Hudova hasing Afes halfan hour, | seea Mals
mipteplane taking olf, which soon rapidly approaches, Unforunaely,
the fanding goes badly, The propeller and axle are shoe o Hell. Angrily,
Hans Schichel climbs our of the cockpir. T eonsole him because 1 know

thit it i very dillicude o land here
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The decorated wheel covers and
the large ‘5" painted in black on the
rear fuselsge make this one ol the
tew individually decorated Palz
Eindechers known. The proud, but
unidantified, pilot and mechanic
pose with their machine. The
machine gon seems 10 have

a cloth cover in place

Several days bacer, Viw fenusch had his Grat encounter with the enemy:

‘Lvening is falling, We arc siring in frone of the renrs, abscrving the
tromthines with relescopes. Suddenly, whire shrapnel douds appear. An
aircraft has flown over the Donlines and i approaching the Varda
Valley. In a fow minutes | am siting in my craft and fly off, { fly
sosthwards in onder to cur off the spponent s ronte.

Inspioe of the fak. the enemy crate continwes oa s way. You can [ollow
it by theichain of shrapnel diouds that streech our along the enrre valley. fam
considering taking my craft up 1o a grear height.

“Hegardiess, | donot let the enemy oue of sight. The enemy spnttens (as
we in our “fhers’ lnguase” like vo describe ourscives) has started w recurn
ancl is Hymg back through the Vardar Valley. £ want to ger a shorin, 171
have to et down w0 business. The flak in dhe ares shows no consideration
for me, bur instead bangs away as lively as before. Their fire endangers me
much mors than the Frenchman does:

‘Above Gevegelly | reach neardy the same beight s the eneny
monoplme. Unformanarely, | amesall 100 merres lower. In dhe air vou can
mscaloulare all voo easilv. Apparently, it is & French Nieuport monoplane.
Lcan clearly recognise the national markings under the wings. The colowrs
of hoth cocardes flash like ox eves. The outer ting is red, the second one
white and the dot in the middie shines bright blue.

‘But my craft s oo slow. Lo an instan, the Niewport is 100 inetres abead
and pushing on roward his frondines. Carchully, | steer my Phakz and draw a
bead on i and commence fnng. 1 have him aghe imomy sighes. My
machine pun fnally fires without famming foronce. The Nieuport doesn'|
want m ger mived up in anyrhing at all. he pilot purs his crate on i nose
anel roars downward in s dive. Tdive sfrer him, always firing, The distanos he
has pained on me by diving is, however, 100 great, so T break off the hgly
becanse | am already far over the other side ot the lines; ven though | conld
nor mangenvee him over our sector, Lamat fease ncher for the expenience,

Drask’s shadows rise up. Le is high time 1 iy back. Above Gevegeldi, oy
engine starts to puke [pilot's slang for “sputter”). [ go inro a glide so that
Pwill not make s shambles of things. There is only a bit of pressure lefr in
the fuel tank, Although | pump haed, | pull nothing oue of i, Someching
is nor right with the tank. After a few mare furns, the enging comes o a
stansdstitl, No way will T anake it o the Mirisvice mrfield. Thus, | have w

make an emerpency landing. Not a breeze stirs the air. My aireralt glides

perfectly wirh a dead engine and sics
like a feather in the air,

e is vapidly wurning dark. Despie
this; | kecp the road from Valandove
1w Hudows in view, The hangsirs of
F. FL. Abe. 66 appeat. Sadly, 1 won'e
make it to rhe unic's amheld. At
around 400 metres away, 1 land
smoothly dght near the road,

On 7 Aprl Schichel crashed
annther of the unit’s monoplanes
when his engine failed. Left on his
own wirh the only single-searer still

kst fentsch wrote;




Oine day Iater, on 8§ Aprl, T muose fly owice. Ar abour seven o cluck in
the morming | have no success. In the evening, however, | ale a shor,
‘Four Frenchmien are roaming abour in the arca of Kalinowa. Already,

when T oam sll far off over the Doiran Lake, the fak fre is
noticeable. Here and there the sky Is discoloured by shirapnel clouds.

‘Clouds hang over the front ar g heighe of 2000 merres. It is nocin
unbroken clowd layer, for from tme o time the earth Gm be seen. |
cannot alford o lose myy way, dnce | donot know the area too well.

“The four Girterrcfwinze (lardice-mils, or pusher aireraft) come evenly
out 0f the doud bank where they have been playing hide-and-seek. |
recugnise the cocardes of e Frenchmen clearly, Because | am higher, 1
pur my Pfailz on its nosc and fasren on to the one in the lead over ourlines,
The ohserver shooes with his machine gun. T can dearly see him in the
frone of the nacelle. He accomplishes nothing because soon | am behind
him. Under my machine gun fire he goes over on one wing and
comtinually spins: Shor down!”

Thiis Farman muy have been confirmed as fenesch's firse vicrory. Eighe
days later he rackled a flock of six Iarmans over Perdici, daiming ro have
sent it least two of them down, but these clidms were disallowed.

A Few days larer, as pale force winds whipped the renr hangars and low
storms clouds blackened the sky, lensch was ordered o take off and
infercept three enemy acroplines over the Doirun secoor. Despiie his
strong proteses tat T eould nor take any responsibilicy for the aiteraft in
such a storm’. the orders sweod and he managed to ger under way, with
prediciable resules: From g heighe of 50 metres, the Plalz “hiv o puse
of wind under the left wing which is so swong that my acroplane
somcrsanles’ and Jengsch hit the ground in o shattening crash. Jentsch
escaped with scrapes; brinses and anincredible headache”, huc ET445/15
weas  toral loss.

Axthe end of April lentsch received a brand new Folkker E T1;

‘T am boisrerously happy that T Finally have o Fokker! At 1050 s T ke
off oo a rest fight. Alecady the take-off waz 2 different thing from the
ponderous Phalz. The Phalz monoplane is abour as well-smired for air
comibat ax 3 cow is For playing the Jure. Only beaven knows who hung
tlyese crates around the neck of die army office,”

In facr, by 17 August 1916 all Phalz aircraft had been withdmwn from all
fronis by order of the chiet ol Beldavisuon due i the numeroos Gaial crashes

i recent (imes’, Hissorlan Peoer M

Lin Watter von Bulow-Bothkamp
was another eventual ‘Blue Max®
recipient whao fiew a Plalz E IL

He is seen with E 1 278/15 during
his early service in Feld Flieger
Attaihung 22. Van Bilow scorned

his first two victories with the

unit in October 1915, but they were
likely obtained in a8 Fokker Eindacker
ar even an AEG G ll. He went on

1o fiy with Fl. Akt 300 in Palestine,
than a5 a successhul Jagdfiieger in
Jasta 18. One of three famous flying
brothers, von Bolow eventually
commanded Jasts 36 and then the
elite Jasta ‘Boelcke' before his death
in combat on G January 1918

Gamaz caleulares thar approximarely
110 Pk E-tvpes were destroved and
cantiilalised for sparecara costof 1.5
million marks. Producrion of the
monoplanes stopped at the Phalz
firm, and it was proposed dar the
company underake licence produc-
ron of the Roland T3 11, The -
paiiy's experdence i buildine these
streamlined Biplanes would evenm-
ally help lead o the design and pro-
duction of the firse torally indisenous
Pz figheer.
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n Seprember 1976 Plale received a contraet to produce 20) Roland T 1
fishwees wnder licence, and ir later buile 100 Roland TF Ts and
an idenrical number of 1Y Has, These designs wrilised a complex
Wickelfrompf or wrapped-fuselage comstruction, and Plale facrory workers
and engineers would also become skilled ar diis rechnique. Suclia fuselage
wis comprised of o spare frimework with a nomimal nomber of frames

il srringers. Two sturdy halEfuselage shells comprised of twve lavers of

theee ply veneer sttips wete joined o the frane. Alter being nailed o the
sub-frame, the rwo fusclage halves were covered in fabric and doped,
produding 3 semi-monoongue fselire with smosth contonn

In November 1916 the Phile b hiced aeronaucical engineer Rudaolf
Geringer. Procoeding ro work immediacely, Geringer and his team
revealed their fos design in April 1917 —the sleck and clegnne Bl D 111,
pawered by the 160 hp Mercedes D11

Lilkee the Albarros designers, Gernnger had smudied the Freach Nicuport
sesquiplane ("one and one-hall wings®, with interpline V7 spous) Lot
However, Instead of a single-spar lower wing, the Plale D TH included o
twio-spar bortom wing with improved aeroclastc qualitics. This desian
thits generally avoided the structural ol char plagued the Albatros
sesqluiplanes. Facrory perlommiance reses were anhounced in Apidl. Dhuly
impressed, fdfffes cancelled the current production run of licence-builr
Riland D T andd indicared thar the remaming 70 sireraft fo be produced

should be Piale D 1T machines,

'PFALZ D 11l INTO
SERVICE

A new aircraft was ahways an object
of intonsa interest. Hers is Pfakz D I
1370717, looking pristine and freshly
delivered, at Jasta 10°s airfisld

at Marcke. It is coming under
inspection by the Jasta technical
officer and his mechanics. The
immaculate maching displays none
but the factory markings ot this
stage, nnd the propelier spinner

and its cap have been removed

{or were not yet installed), as

this D Il is possibly prepared for

& familisrisation Might. 1370/17 was
eventually fown by Viefw Hechit

and marked with the usual chrome
yveflow struts, nose and wheel discs,
as well as 3 green tail and two
vertical bfack stripes on the fuselags
(it was also possibly briefiy flown
by Wemer Voss). On 27 December
19718 Hecht was brought down
behind Britizh lines by Mo 35 Sgn
RFE, and his intact D 0l given the
British Number ‘G110°, i becamas
the subject of many photographs
and technical scrutiny - it was
powered by Mercades engine

No 33321




in May 1917 the compulsory Tipenpreifare (e test) was petformed on
owo ) s ar Adlesshofl The west report concluded thar “The Righe
perlorance corresponds to thar of the Albatros D Vo The llight
charscroristics on the while are good, bu muse be improved by a small
madification to the redder’. Adver some redesizn,-and strengrhening of the
wing spars and the suggested mudder changes were complete: Plabe was
allowed w proceed with the constroction of 700 new D HIs and an
additiondl 300 ordered in June,

Idfliee reported thar the inirial D s wondd ‘sl reach the [rond this
month’ on 24 Julv— the fist examples were probubly provided w fasg 10
of fagdzmcdnsader T in July/Auguse B operational evalvarion, Although
anly three Male 1 Ulswere reported inthe frondine inventory by theend
nf:'!l..ugmr, histonan Peter M G sUpTesLs eliis listing may have been
incomplete. Sopwith Pup pilor Gordon Taylor of No 66 Sqn reslled
encountering the now aircraft on 31 August;

*Twarched them grow into the full shape ol seroplanes - all sibver, but
nut the Albatros. The milplane was different, more récringular than the
spude shape of the Abarros, | hey looked lighter, even slimmer than tu
usual opponenrs. They were Plale Scows, T was sald that they weren'tas
good as the Allstmos. But they were obviously sill mudh faster than our
machines.’

Dicliveries increased through Septemberand Oktober. These sleck new
fighrers in their pverall abbergran (silver-grey) finish must have elicined
intense interest upon theicarrval ac the fagdeaffeln. The specd and dlinh
of the new acroplane was recorded s good wnd both dhe view from the
cockpir and manoeuvrabiliny were ‘excellent’, bur the pilots complained
aboie thie positioning of the rwin machine guns: On thie D 11T, these were
buricd in the fusclage just ahead of the codkpit — a holdover from the
Rolands. Tn response 1o this and other demands, Plalz broughe our the
redesioned D [z, which incorporared miscd guns, @ rounded tilplane o
increased ares and rovmded lower wingtips,

The second production batch of D H ovpes was swinched o the 1 1T
with 100 sircraft sdll o be completed. The taral nimiher of T 111
produced amounred o ghout 260, while some 750 of die D HIa were
bagile. The types were oceasionally confused even in official Fliegermgipe
wventorics, and pilows’ gccounts often blyr the dusnincton between the
ewo. lris recorded thar there were 145 D 111 in the frontline invenrory by
the end ol Qawaber 1917 {some were mis-reporred 1 [ examplest and
deliveries continued apace. The numberofbarh types arthe front resched
its zemich in carly 1918 with 443 being reporied at the cad of February
and 446 (mostly DT two months later. The numbers then rapered bff,
bt the Phak soldiered onwell inte the summer,

L would scem thar relarively bew fagalstaffédn were equipped entirely
with the [ T anddor che I Hla. It is thos ofren difficolr ro devermine if s
certiin ace’s Victoties were acrually scored ina PRle This chuprer will
examing some of the pre-eminent Staffedn that llew these machines,

Jasta 10

It is perhaps indicative of die promise of the new Phalz D 111 that ane of the
very first unis oo Toccive it was _fustae 10 of the pretgous JG 1 the
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& stellar cluster of VIPs discuss

the merits of the Pfalz D iil at

Jasta 10. The officer second from
left is thaught to be Hptm Curt
Schwarrenberger, who was
Raeferant ftor fighter development

at ldflisg. Third from left is the
diminutive Staffelfifrer Lin

d R Hans Klein lronicelly, Kisin
tranalates as small or littke],

who would gain the last of his

22 victories in Jasta 10. The officer
directly beneath the propeller
spinner fwith s cap remowed)

iz thought to be Lin d B Max Kibn
{thres victories). Fifth from left

iz a nattily attired Ermst Eversbusch,
co-owner of the Pfalz company.
Sixth from feft is the Steffef veteran
Aloys Heldmann, thén an unknown
alrman, The D Il in the background
boasts the full display of the Jasta
10 ysllow colour on its nose, wheels
and struts, as usual rendered 8 very
dark tone by the arthochromatic
film in use. The two dark stripes
saen on the top wing may well have
been formation leader’s markings.
Auxiliary wire bracing wes installed
on the wingtips of this Pfalr -

& common practice desionod to
prevent the bonding or excessive
daflection of the upper wingtips
during combeat. which many pilots
hed noticed. Taking a leal from
Anthony Fokiker's handbook, Ernst
Evershusch tried to maintain close
relations with frontiine pilots and
to promots his product &t the same
timea. The disries of several unlts
record lavish presents from Plale -
an 22 December 1917, for instance,
Jasta 24 received a Christmas gift
of 300 marks for the groundcraw
and = case of wine for the officers

Richthifen' Crenbuder: fista 1 0wounld become closcy associared with the

type, dnd Qs vellow-nosad machings are familiar ™ many enthusiasts,
Among the four component units of JG T (fawe 46,10 and 11), only
Seatffedre W) and 3 would be equipped priveariby with the D 11 and Dy M,
alchoueh fsear 11 had o lew. Jetr 70 was based ar Marcke, near Courtra, in
the German 4. Armee. and in Seprember 1917 wis commanded by the
mercurtal Lin d R Wermer Voss. The unit's opposition in the Flanders shies
included some of the best armen the Roval Flving Corps (RIFC) had ro offer

Voss had been hand-picked for the helt of fases 10 by von Richthoten,
and he ok over on 30 July. He was now in command of the lowest.
scoring unit (o this dae) in 1O L Tn his Gesefroszaler hisoony Wegd in
Flanderns Himmel), 1 | adpurant Karl Bodensclae descabed Viossas “very
viouig, wiry, with 34 victories behind him; and the Ovales Pour fe Mérite.
I'his Diaredevil First Class, who is sliding around on ki chair like 2 lively
whonlboy', When inervicwed by histodan Alex fre i 1961, Voss
mechanic Kard Timm recalled thar he followed the ace from fusta 3 wo faita
10 vo “mainain his Plake D T This machine was not popular, and Voss

only scored four vicoorics with it before he received the Fokker Trplane’,

Voss certainly flew o Plalz {along with an Albarros DV} at fuste 10, bu
itis ncarly impossible to confirm that he scored tour viceories on the rype.
From his arrival ar the unit unel his fiese viewory in Fokker F1T 10317 on
3 Seprember, Voss did mdeed claim four vicoims, bur dhe atrcraft ke flew
while doing so is not recorded.

Vass was flyving his Triplane on 5 September when, along with Lm
Lowenhardy, he completely ont-flew s parrol of Pups from No 46 Sqn.
Sopwiths wore credited 1o bodh Voss (his dith victory) and Lowenhard:
{his 3rd). éwenhardrs falso spelled Locwenharde) was apparently fiving
an Albatros that day, burhe wonld likely urilise the Pfalz to amain some of
his succeeding vicrosjey.

Bomn in Breslag on 7 Aprl 1897, Lowenhardt wene to war as an
infanttyman aged 17, and received honours on several Frons. After
serving asa pilocin B FL Abw (A} 265, he jorned fams T0 10 March 1917,

Hix first vistorics came stowly, bue afrer his third success his skills come
i focos. Towenhards bepan o carn 2 repuration as a babloon-buster,
and gasbars made up eight of his firse 14 victories T June 1918, after he

hassl won his ‘Blue Max', he chanced to meet the mother of Minfred von




Richthofen on o tran as he was going wo visit bis widowed mother, The

Baroness recorded her ownrview of the famed fagdffreger:

“We started up a conversation, his serouws well-chiseled soldier’s face
came alive. So many benelicial things came oue of chis amiable, honest
man, who had already carried our so many praiseworthy deeds a3 a sk
troop leader in the ioy Carpathians: in the Dolomises, the Balkans and
later as an abserver and fighter pilar. Now he wanred 1o g0 home, as
Manfred once did, in order o stand before his mother in the adornment
of thic Pour fe Merize.'

On 7 Septembier 1917 & newcomer atrived at Jose 10 - Jewish pilor
Viw Friedrich Ritdenbere, who had experienced air combaras a member
af Fl. Abr. (A} 259, He would larer vecall Vioss s, “toilly feardess,
Milicarily he had the wealiness of being an abdsolure Joner. Often, he
sepatated from his Sraffel over the froor, and he did not maim o5 very
systemancaliy,’

MO pilor Paud Aue, with five viedms credited, was wounded on 19
Seprember, and his skill would be missed. He wrote "On 19 Seprember
1917 | was wounded in combat with 24 Britishers ar 30000 meires near
Randders — three bullets, one of them explosive’. The aext day, as the
Battle of Menin Road Ridee crupred, Léwenharde suffered a minor
wound, He was back in action 24 hours Riter whien he and Lin d R
Gustav Bellen (lamed o balloon each — the first score for Bellea.

On the fateful evening of the 23rd, Voss wok off in his Dr |,

accompanicd by Bellen and Riidenberg, both apparently Hying Plale
A secomd Kewe (light) of thiee aitcraft ok off, led By Oble Ernst
Weigand: Risdenberp would weire:

Geschwader Kommandsur von
Richthofen ifourth from rightl pays

& visit to the men of his Jasta 100
They are, from left to right, Paul Aus
10 wictories], Julivs Bender, Aloys
Haldmann [15), Justus Grassmann
(10, Jasta 10 commander Erich
Lowenhardt [54 victories, with

his ususl close-cropped hairl,
Geschwader Adjutant Karl
Bodenschatz with dachshund,

Max Kihn {3}, von Richthofen,

Jasta 10 technical officer Friadrich
Schifer, "Fritz’ Friedrichs [21)

and Allons Mitsche. Richthofen's
hnobbeod wakking stick, the lamous
Gescinwvaderstock, is stuck into

the ground just in front of Aue.

The star performers Lowenhardt
and Friedrichs would both mest
accidental ends, undeleated by the
anemy. Friedrichs died on 15 July
1918 when the unstable phosphoms
ammunition in his Foklker D VI awto-
ignited - he took to his parachute,
bt the harmess and sheoud lines
became entangled with the Fokker's
tall and the ace fell to his death,
Lowenhardt was killad on 10 August
when his D VIl collided with that

of Alfred Wentz of Jasts 11 Both
pilots bailed out but Lowenhardt’s
parachute failed to open properly

it has long been claimed that this
poor quality photograph shows

a Jasta 10 Pfakz D I that had just
been landed by Werner Voss.

The nose dizplays the early, less
eutonsive yellow paint job seen

on a few other early Staffel 10 Plalz,
such as in the photo of Voss and his
brothers on page 22. The struts and
wheel covers have not &8s yet been
painted in the Jazts colour. The two
vartical stripes on either $ide of the
fuselage cross ware probably blsck
The serial number cannot. of course,
be discerned, but the similarity

of the fussisge markings 1o thosa
soen on the famoes photographs

of Hacht's 1370/17 suggesi that

this may have been that same O Il
prior to the application of further
markings: Sadly, confirmation of
the Voss identilication for this 00
is lacking
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CHAFPTER TWO

The Jaars 10 Seaffelfilrer Werner
Voss (sl left) was visited by his
brothers Cito and Max on 23
September 1917 The photographs
taken on that cccesion were the [ast
ever recorded of Voss, for o few
hours later he was dead. That very
maorming he had downed a DH 4 for
his 48th. and final, victory, and it
may be that this image shaws him
in his somewhat grimy sweater
wearn durdng that flight. According
to his friond Paul Baumer, Voss
could oftan be found in the hangars
working on his afrorsft slongside
the mechanics, wearing an olly delll
jacket. Seen in the background is a
yellow-nosed Plalz D 0l of Jasta 10
with the spinner cap clearly in place
and fabric covers over the propeller
blades

Hens Klein (left] potses with a Plalz
D 1l which is traditionally balieved
to be his, marked with a lengthwise
dark stripe. The cockpit occupsant
may ba Hptm Schwarzenberger,
but the officer at right with the
cavalry spurs is unidentified, In
Osproy Aviation Elite Units 16 -
Jagdgeschwader Nr I ‘Richthofen's
Circus”, this IV Ill was tentatively
depicted with the longhudinal
stripe rendered in yellow. The
author now balioves this marking
was 2 different colour, probably
black. A small fuselage patch may
be noted extending into the stripe
benesth the cockplt s cabane
struts are certainly chrome yeliow,
hovenver (L Bronmenkant

‘In the cvening we flow apain o
the front with Viess, Again he left us

aever 1o retuen. He few i specnal
maching that did not allow = m
catch wp with him”

As he had done belore, Voss out-
distanced his wingmen in his T'ri-
plane.-This time; however, he flew
onalone o hissmried and [apal clash
with Ma 36 5qn:

Atter Vioss" death hes former depury
Wetgand becaine bouny Suffeltifier.
Weigand was -2 very nice comrade,
biat with litele abilicy to be a fsdsffel
commander on the Flandetx (pong,

recalled Riidenberg, Only rwo days
after Yioss fell Weigand led a mined formarion of Pl and Albarros over the
Huowthulst Forsst, Riidenberz among then;

We met three English fighters about 200-300k merres above us, Their
leader was an exemplary fphter pilor He was 2 loner, like Voss, and
artacked all by himself, his companions only had o lecep his il clean.

The superly SE 3a pilor from Mo 56 Sqnowas Le Leanard Barlow, who
swooped downrand shot Weigand's Albatros into larming pieces with g




head-on awack. Bardow then soomed away 1o niddle the Plale of Tk
Werkmetster with a bura and sent the I 111 down with dense smioke
streaming away. These were black times for the fara,

Luckily for the Seaffef irs next CO was: seasoned and accomplished
Jagdflieeer Lin d R Hans Klein. Boro on 17 January 1891 in Semn, in
Pomerania, Klein lefohis classes ar the Charlomenburg Technical College
when war broke our. Semving in the infantry he quickly gained a
commission and trnsderned to aviation in February 1916, The ageressive
couruge he displayed in the single-searer derachmenr of F. FL Abe 43 led wa
a posting o fama 4. There Klem downesd 16 opponents - less than fou
mionths, ot he had been wounded oa 13 July 1917, Now the ace had
reruenied to take ever fista 10,:and he would do so in exemplary fashion, as
reported by von Richrhofen;

"He 15 one of my mososuccessiil and bese qualificd Saeffel lcaders: His
courageous pallintry, vigorous sggrossive spirt dmel releniles d.um!_{
know no bounds, As a leader in the air, an ideal example of courage and
bravery (who) requires of his subordinares the exerrion of all strengths and
pelentless decerminarion. e was concerned about the well-being ol every
ane of his men.”

The thick morning lop of 2 Ocrober had cleared when Klein led a
geoup of faser 10 Plalz and Albatros scones to inrercepr hombers of o 55
Sqn thar had armacked Marcke. Klein opened his new account by
knocking down DH 4 A7642 for his 17th clum. Ridenberg was also
aloft, in a substmte Plalz since hiz other one had been diomaged;

My frst mechanic had neglected w rell me thae he had nor filled the
reserve (el tank. Whien the English saw s, thev nuned north to cross Datch
tettitory 1o veach the Schielde esniary and the Channel. They also sphit ap
it several gronps. The fight had heen long, and my motor suddenly made
thie noise thar meanta lack offuel. The maio tank was empry, and | swirched
to the reserve mnk, burwithour sucoess— the propeller stopped.

Riidenberg arempteal o glide down for @ linding, but crashed badly
When he regained consciousness, lie found himself opside down in whar
remained of his Plalz — the fuselage had broken off just aby of the cockpir
and in front, bur the sturdy shell sround o had eemained ingace, He
emerped with severe bruises and sprains, but he was berzer off than his
comrade Lm Max Romer, Ridenberg clatmed thar Rémer had lost

contact with the others, and his Plale — alll a refudvely aofamilia

Friwdrich Ridenberg wes no ace,
but his recently uncoversd meamairs
provide some unigue glimpses
of life in Jasta 10. His Pfalz D il
|prabably 1371/17) displayed

a dingonal fuselage sash and
chordwise stripes on the vertical
and horizontal tall surfaces. A
signal flare pistol was affixed to
the starboard side of the cockpit.
Aftor fiying the Fokker D Vil in
Jasta 75, Ridanberg survived the
war. He later emigrated to lsrael

The details are unknown, but

at same point the D [l thowght

to be Kiein'a [seen on page 22| was
damaged in this sccident. This view
shows that the longthwise stripe
was darker than the chrome yellow
nose calowr, snd in fact sxtended
onto the paintad nose section. Tha
patch undernesth the cockpit can
still be seen here, The struts, wehesl
covers and perfaps the tail surfaces
were skso yellow, Auxiliary wingtip
bracing cabibes may he noted

(A Kasterl
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M

In one of a series of publicity photos
taken with his Pfalz D 11 1395/17,
Lin d R Heldmann strikes a ralaxed
pase an the wheal. A detail of

this shot was used as number 664
in the well-known series of Sanke
posteards of famous alrmen.

This Dl was ane of the few

early production machines which
was terrain camouflaged on all
upperEurTaces in DWo or mors
colours - gither in lilac and gresn
or reddish-brown and green. Note
that the colours wore applied to
tho interplans and cabane struts,
and that the weighis table and
other factory-stencilled dats was
applied over the camouflage. When
interviewsd late in life, Heldmann
recalled that the whesl covers
warg white, but they may hawve
baen a fight blus instead - & colowr
Heldmann used &3 & personal
dizplay on the tail sections of
several other aircraft. None of the
unil’s usual yellow markings have
yet bean applied

Heldmann nonchalantly puffs on a
cigarette as he prepares for a sortie
in D Hl 1385/17. Waiting obedienthy
behind him with a flying coat s
Heldmann’s Bursche (ordery),
while an sil-stained mechanic gives
the pilot his goggles. The underside
of the Plalz’s fuselage was not
camouflaged, but was either typical
silver-grey or possibly light bloe.
Note the serisl number stencilling
alt of the fuselage cross. Heldmann
made it through the war with

15 victories, and lived to become
one of the last survivors of the
Richthofen Geschwader

atroplane on the front—had been shot down by a pilot from another fasta
who failed to recogise the wpe

The proficient duo of Klein and Lowenhardt continued o pack up
clates through Ocrober, the CO gening owo Sopwiths o ake his total 1o
9 and the latter torehing yet another balloon on the 14ch, ©On the
maorningof the 18ch, the weather dleared w permit a four-machine Kerre
frem the Szaffel, slomgwith aircraft From fastars 3 and 7, to sckde iwo liirgze
eroups of REC bombers and eseorts heading to Ingelmunster. Klein and
Liswenhardr cach bronghr down a Bristal from No 22 Sqn, the crew of
Liswenhardt's {21+ B B Perry and CH Barder) being whken Po¥W anid
givien a friendly tour of Marcke airfield by the fasta 10 pilocs.

I'he British mank assault ar Cambirai broke throngrh the German lines
on 20 November, and JG | was hastily transferred nocth 1o the imperiled
Frome, The fowr Skaflids were soon in place ar airfields around Avesnes-le
Ser; with _farta 10 Jocared ac Iwuy. On the 29th the cleaning wearher
brought fighrers of harch sides our. and Klein and his wingman, Tin d R
Alows (also spelled Alois) Heldmann, both claimed Sopwiths shor down
ner Crevecocur. The reliable Heldmanu, o fisa veterin, was Hying his
yellow-nosed Phale D 141017/ 17 marked with a blue il
In preparasion for a German

counter-atiack, fors 10 moved to
Avosnes-leSec on 29 November,
['he last day of the month ushered in
Al and snocesstul assault on the
eroind and chaotc cambiat in the ar
— G | fiew 103 sormics and clanmed
six RFC aircmaft, The firse of these
was 2 balloon wet of Ribécour,
ncinerated by Kleinar 1230 hrs. Just
over three hours later, a patrl from
Jastar 10 clashied with: Camels near
Bourdon Wood,
e Ol Uvese down v crsh, bur this
was balanced by the death of 25 vear-
uld L d R Priednich Demande His

Léwenhard: senc




Palz [ 117 4116/17 was shot down by Lt G E Thomsan of Mo 46 Sqn for

the third of his evenmal 21 victims. The wreckage of Diemandr's machine
was one of the A Philz to &l into Brtdsh hands. and the reporsof dhis
sifver D T incdicaee thar ic had 2 vellow tail a5 4 persobal insignia, as well as
the standaed yellow nose, wheel covers and sorues

I'he 7 December saw the British withdraw from Bourlon, ending the
Bartle of Cambrai. The pace of acrial conflicr sluchened off in the
worsening winter weather, bur on the 27ih Viw Heche flow inmy the
overcase skies in his green-iled Plale D 11370017 Fhe inexperieted
airman was shot down by the crew of an Armestronyg Whirworth FK 8 of
No 35 Sgn. but the German - pilot brough his D11 down to a smoath
landingar Vermanid. The first Plale co fall inoo Brivish hands ousdly inace
wais nuribered "G 1107, and it came under intense soruny.

The fasta 10 pilors contimued to fy their Plale and Albatros ineo Jansany™s
grey skics, no douly regranding the nimble Fokker L | triplanes ol a6 and
| T-with envy. O the moming of the 18th i patrol of fuee 6 and 10 pilots
braved the mistand stormes o atack o formaion of Brirsh rwo-seaters mud
scous, Linwenhandt was credited with a Brismol to bring his score w10,
mmiaking him a Ao | cannon ; or ace) by German standards, Once again,
however, the victony mumph was matred by loss. Mo 54 Sqn's Maj R 5
Maowedl wis artacked by Fle Helmuth Ricnsberg in his Plake DI 4059717,
Murwell rurned beneath the parh of the enemy’s dive, and later reporred;

‘EA fenemy aireraft) continued diving followed by (my) Camel. Afrer
a burst ar abour 70 vards, EA rurned over and dght botrom wing came
partly awiry and folded back. FA wene down in spisal

Justar 1 0 sulffered a critical loss on 19 February. ans Klein had received
the highly anticipatad telegram announcing his Do fe Merite on 5
December and had continued ro lead his Seaffed throuph the winger skics
inhis Phakz. bringing his seore v 22, Bodenscharz wrore chat on the 19,
Kloin landed his D Iz 4283017 on [hc_,l}:'r.r:.r airfield and 'clambers our of
his machine, 1'-.““', upsct ':‘hl.' imh'x i'rn‘_s_,"u:r ol his Ii.:_',IJl". hﬁl'ld. I"I:'Il.{ been
shot off during air combar, and he has to go to Field Haspiral No 23 He
had taken a flesh wound to the rght arm as well, and his combar Aying
dinys were over, Khein would rerorn eo JG 1 as a staff officer lacerin 1918,

On & March, Lon d B Heldmann — this dme inan Allacros [V —
miade his fourch claim in the Stafed
recond. Justs 10 had jolned Staffefn
#and 17 in incercepting a flight ol

French Breguer hombers over Fres

mov Je Grand, Heldmann claimed
two from Lcadrille BRO107, b
had only one comfirmed

The 22-year-old Heldmann came
from Greevenbroich, near Kaln, and
was a pilor of vaned experience,
Afrer serving a5 an infantryman in
Russia, he switched to mvmtion and
Hew owi-seatersine FoFL Abe 59 and
37 oo the Serbian, Bulparian and
Western fronms. He camie to fasta 10
from IFl. Abt. (A} 256 and chalked

Ltn of A Hans Kiein s seen (third
trom left) some time during his
recovery from the wounds he
sustained on 19 February 1918,
Klegin's Pfalz D lila was hit by a burst
that took off his right index finger,
and he suffered a flesh wound in the
arm as well, The location and date
of this photograph is not recorded,
but it may well have been taken st
FEA |Flieger Ersatz Abteifungl 9,
where Klein went after his hospital
stay anded on 17 March 1918 The
other personnel are unidentified, as
i= the Halberstadt CL Il two-seater
in the background. In kate April Kiein
wia posted to the Jasta 10 Siab
Istatf], snd finished the war in that
capacity. Along with Ernst Udst. he
made at least one trip 1o the Plalz
Works at Speyer to inspect the new
Piatz D X1l and D VL Klsin gained
an engineering degree after the war
and joined the Luftwalie in 1935 as
a major. Eventually he attained the
rank of major-general, and was
Deputy Commander of all Luftwalie
Hghters before he died on 18
Mowvember 1244 (L Bronnenkant)

“
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CHAPTER TWOD

up his frst confirmed victory oo 22
July when he downed an RE 8, fol
lowied by a SPAD o week luter,

Heldmann would finish the war as
a | 5-vitrory ace; receive the Knighr's
Cross with Swords of the Royl
Huohenmollerm Honse Order lfzerier-
ally known a5 ‘the Hohenzallern'),
and twice serve us acumr cormmander
of the Saff!

By early March massive propara-
tions were underway for Germany's
ugscoming preat offensive in the west,

code-pamed Operation  Michael,

Ltn d R Justus Grassmann is seen
in the cockpit of his Jasta 16 D lika.
Grossmann achieved all ten of his
victories in a D VI, but he certainly
fiew the Plalz in combat. He had
entered the war in o field artillery
regiment, and saw action in Poland
and Kurland. Following transfer to
the Fliegertruppe. Grassmann ew
long-distance observation missions
in DFW and Rumgpler two-seatars in
FL. Abt. 32. Late in his life he wrote
to histariar A E Ferlio;

1 amived, wia the Velenciennes
Jagdiliegerschule, at Jasta 10 of
the Richthofen Jagdgeschwader in
Oetober 1917 and remained there
urtil the end of the war. | flew
Fokkar D Vils, while we still had
Pialz D Il in the winter af 1971718,
The aircraft (D VIl) of Lowenhardt,
the Staffelfihrer. wos painted
completaly yellow. The markings
on my own aircraft were brown and
white striped elevators, including
the surfaces of the stahilisers’

and later geneially referred o as the
Katserichlacht. On thecvening of 12 Murch, Liwernhardrdemonserated the
balloon-busting skils fasa 10 was becoming Bmous for Clearly emerging
s the Sraffelleader in the air, be and his comrade L d B Bohlein each 'fried
sannsiges wesr of La Bassfe

O the THdh, Jasa 10 cqoperaved with Ssaffeds Gand 17 in the famous
wr bamle of Le Cateant’, as large numbers of aircrafr tangled in a
spruwling dogfighr in which (G I lelled nine opponents — Eowenharde
successfully claineed o twiesearer for his 13th. Two days later, on-the eve
ofthe grear offensive, the Plale o Albamos pilots of Staffel 10 flew 1o the
advance bmiting ficld ar Awoinar in uwer secrecy and quiickly pushed theit
miazchines ineo tent bimngirs,

O 21 March the massive German scglc crupred at 0945 hirs. The
JCe I paloses, dressed and ready for cibe-oll, stond angrilysmarng inmo s denge
prey will of ﬂ:g. Jasta ‘Livwenhardt', as Seaffed 10 was now infarmally
known, had been ordered 1o pediirm its specialny by artacking the Briush
balloom fine ar 1000 hrs, Thick mises prevented this, bur less than three
howes Later Liwenhards and his Stafef mawe Lin d R Friedrichs flew their
Mfalz off into the murk o arack rwio balloons reported up at Ruyalcourt
anel Fins. By 1300 hrs they wore both confirmed as dessroved, one of them
being the first score bor the soon-to-be renowned 'balloon killer’ Friedrichs
ialrhough there was anly a single balloon Jost, probably Lowenhardi’s),

Born on 21 February 1893, Friedrich ‘Frite’ Faadnichs had been headed
for a medical career when the war broke out. Commissioned in the
2. Ihiringisches Tuifanierie-Rege Nr 32, he had served on the Western and
Serbitan Feones. His left leg was wounded so badly thar he wis judged unfic
for turther infantry sernice, Howover, still cager 1o serve, Friednchs
attended both obscrver and pilon schools in early 1917 and joitied
E_FL Abt. {A) 264 in June of that year

He artived at fartat 10 on 11 Janvary 1918 and had unsuccessfully
cliimed 4 Camel in the dtanic brawl of 18 March. On the 27ch Friedrichs
wats patt of a lagge |G | formadon thar headed off 3 group of DEL 4
bombers and their Bristol F 2B cscores. L'lis menror Lowenhunde sparrered
ade Havilland from Mo 25 Sgn with burses; sending it down in fares for
his ¥5th fufider. Abour an hour larer Friedrichs achieved his second
confirmed 'kill when he browghrian S1 Saof No 40 Sqin down behinid the
German lines — part of [ s linpressive tokal o 13 for the day:




The afemen of faste 10 strggeled on through the waning oflensive in

their inferior machines, Lowenharde was now the commander of che
Staffel, and it paly scorer in April, accounting for two RAF fighters to
take his unic's roral past 6l), On 2 May k¢ dialr 2 blow 1o the morale of
Mo 56 Sqn when thut celebrared unit's commander, Maj B Balcombe-
Brown, lell to his suns. The nexe day Paul Aue (back in action atter his
Seprember wonnds) showed he had noc lase his rovinch when he brought 2
‘Brishir of No 44 Sqn dewn in German rermirory, ane Friedsichs added a
[3H 9 (or his dhied vicrory, The succeeding day the dependable
Heldmann achieved ‘acedom’ by destroying an $E3q of No 24 Sqa.

I'hie first examples of the much-anricipated Folker T VIls began
arrive ut Juste 10 in- by May, In the coming wecks the old Phalz were
phased our and fama 10 entered & new ora

Jasta 4

As the other ";_.!.-ill':.i':"f i |f_-| | Fﬁl‘n.kﬁ'}' l:'|.|ui;!|1ud '.-'u'jlil'! Fh'\: |"ﬁ.’l?. the
experiences of fuang 4 paralle] vhose of fasa 10 somewhsr. However, Seffel
4 had a far more distinguished record of 80) victonies by early Seprember
1917, when the fisst D s amived o augment the unic's Albarmos
eqquipment. lis CO was Oble Kuri-Bertram von Daring, a 28-year-old
former dragoon officer who had wansferred o aviation in June 1913 and
completed his pilot’s training @ year later. He became fasta 4's leader in
Bloody April’ 1917 and had downed his sixdi opponent on 3 September.
That same month the unit’s grounderew began preparig the D s for
combar aperations, but mot withoos sethacks. On 20 Seprember the
Staffel airfield ar Marcke was hombed by Martinsydes of No 27 Sqn, dhe
Jursea losing four mechanics killed and anarher woiinded, theee aircraft
destroved and fve more badly-damaged. T is not recorded how many ol
these were Albarras or PRalz, hut the losses put pressure on the harried
prounderew o ready newly-areved D 15 for acrion. Tragedy struck
;{B,.]:in Wi d:i}'h E;JLL'] “'l:h_'ﬂ_ i :_‘Tq'lllﬂl']l'l'n"'.l.'l'l'r.ar'l i||.. f:hm . Was i_'l\?l.'i.ftt‘nT.'Iﬂ:r'
wounded during the tost firing of the machine guns on o new Phale,

On 23 Seprember — the day Voss fell — Daring received cecdic for

Obit Oskar Freihemr von Bosnigh
first flew the Plalz D I with Jasts 4
in the autumn of 1917, and may
wiell have operated the D lila after
he took over Jasta 215, His DIl
1396/ 17 seen here displays the black
ribban marking of Jasta 4 wrappad
around the silver grey fuselage. The
lower wings of many silver Pfalz
gireroft seem to appear darker than
the fusalages in most photographs,
which is likely an optical effect
However, the lower port wing of
1336/17 certainly seems to have
bean painted a dark glossy colour
in this shot, Note that both laft and
right fower corners of this print
have been ‘cropped’ by the diagonal
tape fasteners that secured the
photograph in its album. Thus, that
is mot a silver section of the lower
wing saen in the lower left comer
This lower port wing may have
been painted in 8 personal colour,
or perhaps It i5-a replacement

from a termrain-tamouflaged D 0L
Photographs of other Jssta 4 Pfalz
show the tail and sometimes the
spinner painted in the pilot’s
personal colour — if von Boenigh
did this, he may have used the
yellow of his former Grenadier Regt
Mr 1Y Kdnig Friedrich i

‘Sopwith' shot down north of Ypres,
The fullowing day a Camel flovn by
Fli Sub-Lt Foster of Mo 10 Sgn,
RINAS, was [oreed down behind
Gierrrian lines, apparcndy the victim
of faita 4's “hottest property” 1 this
periad — 1 9-year-old Kun Wiisthoft,
The amlnthous reénager went on-a
verirable rampage in Seprember,
accounnng e 14 REC aircraft m
bring his score o 21, Le may have
fown 2 Pl cceastonadly, but pho
ras and orher evidence indicares thar
he generally favoured che Albatros.
Oune fustis 4 G that flew a Plalk
(2 IT] wias Oble Oxkar Fretherrvon

Boeniek, a Silesian nobleman hom
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on 25 Augast T893, An army cader ac the age of 11, von Boenigk was

commissioned i 3 grenadier regiment in 1912, Twice wounded on the
Western U'ront he switched o the dir service and Arse flew 25 an obsérver
in Keesrit ST anned Schutmszaffel 19, thenleamed to fly in April 1917, Posted
to fasta 4 on 15 June, hewasied lictle fime and opened his score sheet with
a .‘;upwirh devwried on 20 |l|.l.|}'. a3 Sr}nrltil::rvnn Hl}rnigk hiad claimed
ewo tiraire o thie abiguitous “Sopwiths’, receiving ceedit for one ofthem 1o
bring his rotal to four. He “nide ace” on the 9th when he added ane of the
vanted .‘:lf1i'r'-'-"r1']1 I'IF-lpj.ll'l‘l:":i v liss tally. His soar on the rise, yon Bocnigl
was given command of farse 21 on the last day of Ocober.

Movember saw few successes gained by Jasa 4, with merely three
victories dlaimed — all by the aggressive young Wiisthoff. During the
Gormian counter-atack ar Cambrad on the 30th, the crowided aerial
activity resulted in mapedy. In bis fova 4 Paly, 21 ~year-old Len Wilkelin
Schinl e collidetd with the Albatras DYV ol 1d-victory ace L d 1 Rudolf
Wendelmuth of faves 20 and borh men died. Schulie wasa veteran pilor
of fasma 4 who had claimed his fiist vicwory in August.

Lirtle was accomplished during the winter lull oF 1917418, On 10
February 1918 (two weeks past his 20th birchday) Kun Wiistholl wrore
tis his mother, "Since yesterday, Rittmeister viin g has gone on leayve
and [ am leading the Ssaffed | am very well. A biz ol a headache!” The
“headache’ may reler to the responsibilities of command, for which he was
ill suired — he had abready spent dme in o sanawnum: for stomach
disorlers wpd frayed necves, fastr 11 ace Hans Georg von der Osten larer
recalled thar the youngser alienared his fass 4 comrades becawse of his
‘theeky” way and unsympathetic mannen

o von Richthofen relieved him as Stffel conmunder. T became his
suiccessor on 1o March 1918, and | had to get used o e Plake T TIT again
abier the grand D'tiplane, Vion Richtholen himsdf gave me the order 10
tke over the command of Staffed 4. 1 enjoved this very much, as there
were grand chaps in that Staffel — Lins Rouselle, Koepach, Maushuke,
Prekmonn and my good pal Lin ("Carfos™) Mever, who had been
wanslerred in the meantime from fazte L1 o fasta 4, and most oFall my
regiméntal comrades Tin Graf von
Glusrewski and Len (aeaf Raugter,
Both had come into the Sraff as
their fiest assionments. Glusrewsk
hul gained some owo or theee victe-
ries and Hew rill the end of the war,
Raurrer, in his fise ur weeks,
could not score any victories, b
then within 4 shom fime he shot
dowh ten Englishenen. Very soom
afterwards he was killed himself

This was Viktor von: Presscarin
aenanm von Rauwer, a 21-year-old
lormer member of the prestigious
3. Carde Ulinen-Rege. On 28
March he scarred off hix ¥ictory
skein by downing the Camel of
seven-victory wee T R | Owen of

Ltn d R Karl 'Carlos’ Meyer of Jasta
4 |3 seen posing with the tail of a
Plals D lila in February 1918 at Lisu
5t Amand airfield. The D llla may

or may not have been his own
personal airerafl, but it displays a
tail section painted in an unknown
dark colowr a3 an individual insignia.
What appeoars to be a chordwise
stripe in an even darker colour ks
painted on the horizontal surfaces,
and the beginning of the Jasta
marking of & hiack ribbon is visible.
‘Carlas’ Muyer was born in Caracas,
of a German father and Venezuelan
mother. He was a popular and
reliable pilat in both Jagdstaffaln 11
and 4, surviving the war with four
victories [HAC/UTD)




This unidentified Pfalz D Il boasted
the black spiral ribbon marking of
Jagdstaffel 4. The spinner may have
been painted white as a personal
embeflishment. The sharply angular
tips of the lower wing and tailplana,
as winll as the machine gun seen
buried undernesth the fuselage deck
just above tha Axial propelier, all
serve to differantiate this D 1 from
its suceessor the D llia

The camera captures another
unidentified Pfalz D lila of Jasta 4.
This sircrafl boasted both Staiffel
and individual markings. The Jests
marking of the black ribbon is ln full
display, and the black stripes on the
fin and 1lplane/elevators sarved as
a porsanal emblem. Accarding to a
study of another photograph of this
same maching, the serial number
may have been 8131717

Mo 43 Sqn; the Brinsh pilot becom

g 2 PoW. Von Raverer would
guickly add |4 maore claims before
he fell on 31 May:

Tn thie same carlier combat that
gave von Raurrer his first viciory,
von der Chiten's Garcer cime o an
end, as he kicer recounted:

In s serap on 28 March Twasshot
dow in u diglighe with a Bririsher
anel my asropline was bartered ™
picces on the ground. We never
found our why. | was Hyine a Phaly
B3 1T, not an Albarros as is staned by
Bodenschare. Alas, it was 2 Plals, and these Phale had @ nasty balnc of
shippaing it a wien, so ic can be assumed that | erashed while slipping ina
wen. The acropline whs smuashed, so0 T don't kiow whethicr the Bririsher
shotitto plecrsorw hethier 1 just slipped and crashed. | had a fracture of the
base ol the skull and a splinter fraceure: of the right shin, so 1 dont
temmembet anyrhing abour my dast air batile.

Anather young nollentan who honed his skills a5 a Phke pilos in fege 4
at this time was Raven Freihert von Bameckow, borm on 10 Mach 1897, He
had joined the clite 2. Garde{ Hanen-Reginnens in 1914 and learned 1o fly in
1917 _-":.ﬁu:rs.rn'mg in FL Abe 20, he arrived at fiesee 4 on 17 Movember amd
becme a provéod of von Didring, aswell as a good frieud of Ermse Uder. The
fair-haired. blac-cved von Bamekow nodoubr cura dashing figure with the
badies in his elegring Gaoards uniform. Yon der Osten recalled;

Then there was Len Raven von Bamekow. He obiained many
victories, 1 e came fromea very well-to-dio family, and wis an unbelicvably
spoiled young man.”

Although he did not score in ez 4, von Barnekow would go on oo fly
the Plalz 13 1Ha in faste 20 and nck op live of an eventual | 1 vicrories there,

After vom der Osten's injuty, command of fame 4 went to Lin d R
Yohann Jansen, a formet hussar from Jasme 6 who had dhos e stained
four of his cventual 13 vicrories, Later, he recalled;

T was given the lesdership of Justa 4, whose Seaffeffibner had heen badly
myjured. The change thar | made was nor a good one, since faida 4 still wsed
theold Plakz D G while in fase 6 we had been flving the Lokker T nplans
for some nime. As a resule of Byving dhe Pralz 1 [, which in ther aped sgace
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Although he attained no victories in
Jdngra £, Raven Erik Henning Angus
Fraoiharnr von Barmekow would score
11 times in Jagdstaiein 20 and

1. Von Barnekow had joined

the prestigious 2. Garde-Lifanen
Regiment and was commissioned
on 3 March 1915 Around May

1215 he switched 1o the 4.
Garde-Regirment zu Fuss. Having
transferred to aviation, von
Barnekow then armived at Jaats &
on 17 Movember 1917, He iz seon
here being sssisted with his heavy
flying boots while he dismounts
from his D Illa 42XX/17. The black
ribbon emblem of the Sraffel is
clearty svident on boath Plals in view

A lone Jasts 4 Plalz D s is pictured
outside s tent hangar on the
advance landing ground at Awoingt.
Jogdpeschwader | had moved its
antire complement of aircraft to
this site on 20 March, just before
the great offansive code-named
Operation Michael. Thia Plal: scoms
to have had its tall and possibly

its nose painted a lght colour to
identify the pilat IMWAC/UTD)

conded reach an altitude of abour 3000 metres only, where they were
nvariably pounced upon by a bunch of checky SESs, the Staffe/ scored only
three viceoties i April. | myself was unable 10 score any, despire intensive
patrol work, but ar the same time we were lucky nor to lose any pilons.”

Pialy D (1l 059717 was Rown by Ltn d Lo Fact the fasnr was able to secount for five enemiy airceaft in April. Two

R Hainrich Arntzen of Jasta 15, and it of these went 10 von Raurrer, who became acting 0O on 4 May. By thar
5 saen here having its enging run up
in late 1917, Amtzen had praviously
served a5 a photographer and
ohserver with distinction, thus he |
those to use the Prussian obsorver's

badge a5 a personal marking. This Jasta 15/18
DV h b i om0 Mbetos | The history of the Phalz in fagderschiaader Nr 11 (Staffeli 12, 13, 15 and
on his Jesta 50 DAW-built Abatros 19) centres an the famous femr 15, However, the histary of Suffel 15 is
D . On 23 December Arntran was
transfemed to the command of the
newly Torming Jasta 50, where he
would score the last five of his eleven
victories. He recaived the Knight's
Hohenzollern with Swonds on 22
March 1318, Amitzen's carger as a
fighter pilot ended when he received
a grievous head wound during &
balloon attack on 27 May 1918 but
he made it back to German fines. The
#itw would lose an eye. and according o
to one source. a piece of shrapnel B
was remaved from his skull — which T
he kept as & souvenir! (HAC/UTD Lo

ame his piloes had bid good nddance to thelr Pk s they re-aquipped with
the Dir T on 20 ""lprii ”.IL‘ izl ol the Phale in it_; I hiad coumie 5o anm chd.




schizophrenivlly joinad with thar of another proficicnr unit, fama 18;

and theirstories cannor casily be told separnitely.

iterie 15 received irs frst cxamples of che Plale D 11 aseardy s Ourober
1917, when it wis based at Le Clos Ferme in chie 7. Armer fronc
Commanded by Len Hans von Budde, the Seaffef never had o full
complement of Malz bur flew a typical mixed bag. One budding ace who
saw action in the T TTEwirh the unir was 23-vear-old Lin d B Helnrich
Arnrzen, who gained his first four victories as an observer in 1916,

Afrer leaming o Ay, he was posted o fiast 1500 July 1917, and would
abso serve as the Staffel technical othcer. A French Caudron destroyed on
| 3 August bronghe hisscore v five. Armteen may hive been fying his D11
when he flamed a French balloon ar Cerny-les-Bucy on 15 October for his
sisth victim, but he would nor score again before 23 Diecomber when he
touok over faire 50 - there, be would birbng: his ol o 11,

Anather Philz flier in fote 15 was Lin d R Hans Miiller. Alter (lying
with FL Abe. (A) 208, he arrived ar festa 15 on 4 July 1917 —a day afecr
his 2150 birthday, He did ot achieve his it successes unnl January
1518, when he desparcherd two French Panl Schmitr rwo-seaters.

O 2 February, [G T was formed under rhe leadership of Haupimana
Adoif Riteer von Tusschek, and Miiller wasable to switch o Pakker D Is
now thar_fista | 5was parr of an clite Gresobuader. His dme on dhe triplane
wirtahd be briel, however, Von Turschek fell in combar on 15 March {six
days before Operation Michaee! was scheduled), and a desperate call went

ot -tora new Kemremardeur

This splendid view provides a clase
look st Ltn d R Hans Miller with

his Piale D Ml 1476/17 of Jasta 15,
Miiller's usual personal emblem was
the black/white diagonally striped
fuselage band, here picked out by
narrow black(?) borders. As with
Armizen’s D Il 4058/17, the pilot’s
Individua! insignia was paintad over
the cross on the fuselage, and thare
was apparently no unit marking

for Jaste 15 in force at this time,
Miller's personal black and white
stripes were also applisd chevron-
style to the tailplane and elevators,
just as they were on his ister Foldoer
Dr L. An anemometer type ASI s
affixed to the port interplane strut.
Thiz pristine Dl clearly displays

all the usial factory stenciliing

and Pfalz company logos
|courtesy M Thiemeyer)

A splendid example of a Jasta 18
Ptalz D llla in the famous "Berthald
colours’ of dark blue fuselage and tail
with & red nose is seen here. The pilot
is Liffz Max Hitschiler, posing at left
with his grounderew, The dark blue
Staffel colour was applied to the
upparsuriaces of the fuseiage, tail
and apparently both wings as well
The red nose display began just at
the attachment point for the resr
cabane strut, Hitschler's parsonal
amblem consisted of the five vertical
white stripes. This machine is
something of & hybrid. 8s it is s D i,
bust has the pointed lower wingtips
generally associated with the Dl
Hitschier left this machine behind
when ha followed his fellow Jsata 18
pilot Paul Strahle to the new Jasts 57
on 28 January 1918 i was then
seamingly taken over by Lin Hans
Burkhard von Buttlar, who eventusity
had the white stripes painied over
and an inskgnia of 8 huntling hormn
sdded in their place
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A portion of & line-up ol Jzsis 15
(formerly Jasta 18) aircratt on Balatre
airfield in early April 1918 shows two
Pfaiz D la amidst the Albatros DV
machimes. Dut of view is a third Pfalz
D 183 in Berthold's markings, which
wias at the far right end of this row of
colourful machines. The Palz at left
displays a white six-pointed star
emblem, and had the uppersurfaces
of both wings painted dark blue ke
the fusetsge. The O (i ot the extrome
right boasted von Buttlar's horn
emblem, and is befieved to be the
same D llla photographed with
Hitschler at Jasrs 18, The Albatros
sacond from left still bears the white
dinmond band of Arthur Rabn, who
by this time has transferred to Jasta
18 within JG Il It also apparently had
the upper wing surfaces painted diark
blue {Arthur Raln Collection, United
States Air Farce Museum|

Foliowing the swap of personnel
between Jagdstalfeln 15 and 18 in
March 1918, Lin o R Hans Muallar fiaw
this Palz D lla bearing the famous
“Staifel Aaben’ red and white colours
ond black raven insignia. His machine
obviously suffered some major
combat damage, and o refieved
Miiller poses for the obligatory photo
after landing the sircraft safely. it is
possible the D e susteined & hit by
ftak, or maybe suffered & malfunction
of the maching gun synchronisation
systom, which could splinter the
propellsr and cause major enging
vibration. The Staffel marking of

& red nose was extended back 1o the
cockpit and & red horder was appiied
to the cockpit Aim, Uppersurfaces

of both wings ware also vesmilion
red, and a Bafkenkreus msignis is just
discernible benesth the lower wing

I'he vacancy was filled when the renvwned Hpim Rudalt Berthold

broughr his aggressive and demanding presence to the Gesefreader, Still in
recovery lrom his Liest round of coppling wounds, he had previously
commanded fasar 18, where he had buile up s *sworn band’ af proficient
hgmrers, A fewe D 1 and [V [[1a fighers already bore dhe red and blue
colours of Suffe! 15: Berthald ardentdy desired thar the loval pilors from
his previous comumand come with him v JG I, and he procesded o pull
off an unprecedented stunr,

On 20 March he audaciously engineered a “swap” of the entire pilor
roster of fema 18 with faita 1510 ]G I This renumbering proces mok
place ar Guise in the 18, Armee. Berthold's men of the old faes 18
brousht their Albatrasand Plake to G [T and hecame the ‘new’ fasie 15.
I'heir counterparts in the old fusta 15, now commancded by Lind R
August Raben, relinguished their fow L s and left G I for Bruille, in
the 17, Armee, to become farma 18, Thus Berthold was able to begin the
March offensive with his wrasted band of eaples et

The Plilz and Albatros of the ‘new’ fusta 15 were photographed |med
up onthe JG 1T feld ar Baliere in early April 1918. Prominentars the head
of the line-up isa P'falz 1 [a resplendent in the farmons red and dark blue
heraldry of the “Berthold” Swaffel, and bearing the commander’s equeilly
renowned winged swornd emblem. The question of how much Berthold
actually Hew this machine in combat is problemusical. He had sustuined a
devasrating wound o hisupper right arm on 10 October 1917, eughi dayy
after his 28th victory, and even after his return o farr 18 the following
Muarch he was in terrible pain and wnfic w fly. According w JG |1
historan Hanns Maller, Berrhaold did not fly again wndl 28 May, when
he had acquired a new L3 WIL

Jasrr |8, meamwhile, had relocaned

from the 17, Armwee north w che 6.
Armee g5 the offeosive progressed. By
mid-April the Stafel had serded in ar
Faclies, negr Lille. The unit's Albatros
and a single D | goon displayed dhe
beanriful red noses, wings and whire
fusztages of the Raben” Sprffel’ At least
are 1Y [Ha abso boasied these mark
g, along with the famous hlack
taven emblern — the machine of Hans
Miiller, whosurvived the war with 12

victones [most sooeed ima 1YV,




N——CoLOUR PLATES

Plal: Parasol P29 of Viw Otto Kissenberth, Feldffieger Abteilung b,
Tohlach, June 1915

2
Pinlz E | 215/15 of Offz Stv Willy Rosenstein, Feldfliager Abfeilung 19,
Porcher, Decambar 1975

3
Pialz D 1l 1396/17 of Obit Oskar Freibherr von Boanlgk, Jasta 4,
Marchebeske, circa Dctober 1977

4
Piaiz D 1l |sarial unknown) of Lin d R Werner Voss, Jasta 10, Marcke,
Saptember 1317



Pfalz D Il 13295717 of Lin d R Aloys Heldmann, Jasta 10, Marcke,
Sapternber 1917

6
Pialz D N {serial unknown) of Ltn d R Hans Klein, Jasta 10, Marche,
circa November 1917

7
Piakz D Mz 4177/17 of Ltn d R Aloys Heldmann, Jasta 10, Marcke,
MNovember 1917

Pfalz D Il 40589/17 of Ltn d R Helnrlch Amtien, Jasia 15,
Le Clos Ferme, Deceimber 1917




Piadz D I 1416/17 of Ltn d R Hans Miller, Jasta 15, Le Clos Ferme,
MNovembar 1917

10
Pialz D lila [serial unknown) of Hpim Rudoli Barthold,
Jagdgeschwader I, Balatre. April 1318

+

1

Pialz D llla [serial unknownl on Lin d A Hans Maller, Jasta 18,
Fachaz by Lille, April 1978

12

Pialz O lla (serial unknown) of Lin d R Carl Degelow, Jasta 7
Roulers, late Marchi?] 1918




kil

13
Plakz D W1 £017/17 of Ltn d R Fritz Hohn, Jasta 21s, Villers la Chevre,
circa December 1917

14
Pfalz D llla 8009/ 17 of Ltn d R Fritz Hohn, Jasta 271s. 51 Mard,
March 1918

15

Pialz D Ma [serial unknown)] of Ltn Busso van Alvenshetuen,
Rocourt, June 1918

16
Piatz D 2 585517 of Ltn d R Josef Schifer, Jasis 16b, Le Cateau,
circa March 1918




17
Ptalz D Mia {serial unknown} of Obit d R Fritz Roth. Jasta 16b,
Ste Marguerite, circa May 1918

18
Plalz D M 140517 of Viw Jakob Landin, Jasfa 37h, Autremencourt,
December 1917

19
Plalz [ Il 4064717 of Ltn d B Rudolf Stark, Jasts 34b,
Chenols by Virton, February 1918

Pfalz D llla 815517 af Lin d B Rudoll Stark, Jasta 3db, Founssueourt
April 1978




21
Plalz D 1la B170/17 of Lin d A Hans Bohning, Jasta 78b, Villesalve,
May 1918

Pialz D W 1386/77 of Lin d R Alred Lenz, Jasta 22, Mont,
September 1917

23
Pialz D 10 588317 of Oblt Hans Joachim Buddecks, Jasta 30,
Phalempin, February 1918

Pialz D lla 4203717 of Lin Hans-Georg von der Marwits, Joste 30,
Phalempin, March 1918




25
Plaiz D 10a B233/17 of Oblt Hans Bethge. Jasta 30. Phalempin,
March 1918

26

Pfalz D llia |serial unknown| of Lin Hans-Georg von dar Manwitz,
Jasta 30, Phalempin, May 1918

27

Pfalz D illa of Utz Werner Hertel, Jasta 40z, Lomme, cirea June 1918

Pielz D e 4229/17 of Viw Carl Bocker, Kest Bw, Varmesnasrs
circa Febmuary 1918




Pialz D VI 124/18(7) ol Ltn d R Paul Baumer,
Jasta ‘Boelcke', Vivaise, May 1918

Pialz D VIIE 178/18 of Ltn d R Ludwig Beckmann, Jasta 56,
Rumbeke Ost. circa May 1918

Pialz D X1l 1346/18 of Ltn d R Rudol Fuchs, Jasta T7h,
5t Marie. Vouziers. circa Audguwst 1918

Palz D X1 252518 of Viw Ludwig Marchner, Jfasta 32h,

40 Lisu 5t Amand, circa Seplember 1918
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HOME-GROWN
BAVARIAN FIGHTER

bues ]:'.:I.]ll_rll_{{ljl_] of Bavarin was the second mest |.I~}'~'~L'l'."'lj| SEATE 1N
j!'l'-lv-":l'i.'-‘: Lrermany alter Prussia E'- LI d5 part I""-"'.:ﬂ'll' --'.'|.'I'IFI.| ‘-‘l?"'”ll"'

Reich, Bavaria reined - considerable  miliary  privileges. I

established its own maiming and reconnaissance formations,-and by 191

y i A T e e TUTT
the move was made to establish Baoanan ighrerunies, On 17 July 1917 the

existing fagdseaffeln 16, 23, 32, 34 and 35 were converted wo Bavarian unirs,

ilthough the transfers of Bavaran persannel o dhese sg adrons to replce

non-Bavarians who were posted oul ok some ome, |ater, hve more

frwere created as Bavarian formarions: e 76 through 80,

Pi

Ax the Phale Flugzeupwerke in Spever was a Buvarian enterprise, i

would seem logical thar many ol these unics weee equipped eithier partially

or ennirely with the TV 1

/D Tla atr one fime. Thiv chapter will cxamine

spme of the Bavarian units and pilots rhat Hew the Plals in combar

Jasta 16b

Jistat 16 was ‘creared from KER Easisheim, the carly sinple-seater
formation in which Otto Kissenberh first made o namie as & bighter pilor
He left the unit i_jl__"“J_LE_I_LS.-_ 1917 shordhy before the lirst Pialz I 111s i-."l'.'!_;".i'lr-
o arrive. Max Heltzem, whom we also met in Chaprer One, mandged wo
abiain g posting ouwt ol Bavadan Fleger Sehde T and joined favie 16b in
har he was thang s Plale D 111 with the Saaffed

as eaely as Scprember, when the unit wae ar Spincoyrr, on the Verdun

August 1917, He tecalled

fromr, in the 5. Armee. He wirone;
Jasta 16h was never Rally *'-]"'PPL'IJ with Plale T3 [lls, Burar Verdun |
Hew a zebra-srriped Plale TY T, fuselage black and whire and rail all hlack

My symbol the comer was the

puardian-angel who flow with me
[t was my dear motcher whe [ had
losewhen | was nime vesirs old. [owas

anmy Phle DI in 1917

Fat Verdun
and-in Flanders, 1918 ar the Somime
and larer the Ypres adlensives, [t was
elahorated very nicely in black and
whirte aver the silver coloiar on eacl
side of rhe fuselye ol my Plale
Uniquely, Holmem recalled rhay
e Phalz D 1 was a delighe to [k
¥ ioa e this livde bied. 1o weas a real
piliat’s seroplane’. He remembered
thar irs ability to spin beautibully 1o

thie lefr saved his lile more than

Although blemished, this
photograph affords a view of Viw
Max Holtzem of Jasta 16b with

his familiar Pfalz D llla. Holtzem's
personal emblem was the black

end white comet applied over a
field of black stripes. Tha black tail
unit marking s seen, as well as the
commanly applied black spinnars
on the Pfalz in the background
Although the lower starboard wing
appears darker than the silver grey
fuzelage, it Is the suthor's opinion
that this is due to & common optical
effect. The sight-polnted star at the
head of the comet was also applled
1o the port upper wing in some form

JWOH
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ance. He fele that the Philz conld

outdive many concmporaty air-
craft, and the rvpe did indeed have a
repuration 25 2 superh diver. With
full power, Llolmem femembered,
the pilot had 1o keep slight forward
stick pressurce, as the aircralt tmed
go inro a slighe climb, With the
power off 1t hecame nesi-heavy and
fell off o the right in g shallow dive.
Holrzem insisted thae the Plale was
in many ways superior to the Alba-
oS, and was ‘s preat aeroplane on
low level missions such as trench

seraling: und groand amack’. lr was

casy to land, and he olien wheel-
landed his Palz to save his railskid from damaee on the rough serodromes
ol the day

Holmem recalled 13 December 1977;

D chis winter morning, three German machines bad started 1o atrack
an plservation balloon near Belleville. Theywem Viw (Vdez) Scharraner
and {fohunn} Neumaier, ying Albatros T s and mysclfin g Pfalz Ly 1L
While Scharrauer, flying in centre position ar 1500 metres aliade,

plungzd down at the caprive balloon, the ather owo of usartacked dhe two

Paul Schimitrs-who were attempting 1o come to the defence ot the balloon.

“Vhw Meumaier artacked the nearest of the twosseaters [rom the rear
aniel sent him down in flames with a shorr burst. The second acroplane
fedand [ followed behind. but before T could fire at my opponcar several
Nieaporrs amacked me. In crossfire with dhe French, [ was able, iy
skilllul flying and manoeuvring, to defend mysell for a bricl period.
Howcver, my acroplane was struck by a nismber of burses, cnsing serious
damage. Prerending to be oot of control, T spun down. Soaked by fuel
escaping from the reserve rank, | was almost blinded, and 45 | neared the
grownd 1 recovered control. The French, who had assamed thar rhey had
finished me off, fortunarcly did not follow me, so 1 was able o make s sale
lasching insicle our lines: despire the shell-torn rerrain

By January 1918, Holtzem was one of the most sesoned pilors in the

4

1. Mine of the owelve pilors under the command of Lin Heinrich Gegd
on 20 January had been posted to the unir since Seprember, with licde
frondine expericnee - it is doubell thae they all held Haltzem's high
opinion of the Phle jasne 16b was but one of several Sraffedn th
submited complaine about worrsome deflecrion or bending of the
upper wingtips of their Plale. The unit mstalled suxiliary bracing cables
o reinforce the rips, and reported thar withiour the cabiles the winges would
have Luiled. A much more dangerons problem was cxperienced by Vi
Andreas Lrichswerter on 20 January, who reporned;

Cn 20 fangary 1918, in alveraly Phake D T 4057, 1 made o combac parrnf

with a Kesre of four aircmafy. While diving, the ourer 1ip of the Jelt

beoke. T was diving in a wially steaight diveetion withoorbanking, Ircannorbe
sssumied charthe hreake can be psced back 1o the dlets ol enemy Bre, becatse

during the dive enemy Aak occurred onby weakly and quice fir away from me.

On 20 fanuary 1918 Vhw Andreas
Triebswetter was making & straighi
dive bn Plake D 0 8057/17 whaon the
outer ¥5 pereant of the port aileron
suddenly broke away. Triebswetter,
who would eventually attain four
victories, was able to make a safe
Tanding and sulwmit an sccount

of the structural failure. This
photograph was taken and
submitted along with his report,
and it shows that the entire balance
portion of the aileron was gone.
Note the kack spinner and a portion
of Trishswatter's personal insignia
visibla by the cockpit (HAC/LTDY




Anather of the photographs
submitted with the report on D1
4057717, this ona shows the outline
of the missing aileron section traced
i white ink. A similar incident
happened to ace Heinrich Krall

of Saxon Josta 24 on 25 January
1918 whan the rear spar of his D Nia
broke and his port aiteron was hall
torn off. Kroll skilifully managed to
land his Pfalz (HAC/UTDN

Jazel Schifer of Jasta 16b peers at
the camers from his O lila 5855/17.
This aircraft bore a striking pattarn
of personal black stripes similar

1o those seen on Holtzem's Plalz,
extending from the unit's black

tail up to tho cockgpit. It = ikely that
the machine had a black spinner as
well, Note the flare cartridge rack
mouonted on the fuselage. Lind R
Schiller scored three victories in the
Staffel, and he may have been flying
a Phalz for his first {an SE 5 downed
on 12 June 1918}, A Bristol fell to his
guns on 2 July, then on 10 Dctoher
he was credited with an RE 8
brought down &t 1730 hrs west of
Ypres. However, Schiler himseli
died later that same day

It is just a5 unlikedy thar the break can

he mmaced back e ground  machine

proms brecacse | owas g o (he endm

w5 4t & heaghr of abour 2000 metres

In addivioen, the depuwy Seaffel

fiihrer wrote thar the ailerom lost

ibour 4 quarter of 7 surfsce. The

aircraft bad only Seent 215 houes

it timwe o thar poinr, The

Pfakz hsid

ST a hrek in the npper

huselare longeron ouly days before,

immoderate sress

noL a5 a resule of
during a bad landing’. Furthermore,

o

asirmilar structual break in the ourer

wingtip had happened on 13 111
4040017 just weeks hefones

Thus: these damages do nor help to inerease the pilots’ st in chis

product. When the tips of the lower wings are benrse sharply upwardsin

the air %o that it almost looks danserous from rthe pround, then the

securing of the SFON 15, AT any mre; insuthicient.

AL ‘ g : - : i
On 27 January, the Jmige lost furdher | in the Pralz when the

nevphivie LT Eugen Firtip was killed in the crashk of TY TIT 2034/17 0

Metey-le-Haure airficld. On 7 Pebruury the Skaffel completed a mowe ro

Aertrycke in the 4. Armee secror of Flanders. Two weeks lacer anorther
Plake crash occurred, Utz Rudolf Lingenfelder dying in T TIT 4062717
[riebawerrer, having survived his hair-raising aitleron break, went on to
torch a balloos en 8 March for his firse of four vicrorics

St dhays Liner the Seaffel moved o Le Cateau, and thus on T4 March i

was one of the several wnis thar participated in the massive air bamde of

e Careann'. Lm Geigl sccounted for his seventh opponent thae day, and
Hulieem brousht down the SE 5 of 2Lt H A Payvne of Wo B4 F:-l.]:'l. wiil)
landed inkacr behind the German lines. After returning o his dicficld,

Holmem rushed out w the British Gehier with some mechanics and flew

the RFC scour back o his unit. lronically, becanse there were nu

witnesses to his combar he failed 1o receve credin lor this vicoony!

Abour rwo weeks later, Geigl lew his Albarros o lead g parrol through

the log. Holtzem recalled;

JWOH
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The ill-fated Uiz Audolf Lingenfaider
poses with his D 10 406217 of Jasta
16b. The black wail was the unit
marking of this Staffel and the
colour wes generally spplied to

the propeller spinner as well
Lingenfelder's career was tragically
briaf, and typical of the group

of replacement pilots the Staffel
received in December 1917.
Lingenfelder arrived on 8 Docambaer,
and on 21 February 1918 he crashed
to his death on Asrtrycke airfield in
this O 1

A group of Plalz D Hia Nghters

of Jasia 16h show off their black
tails and spinners, The third aircraft
from right boasts lengthwise black
stripes as & personal marking.
Although Max Holtzem statod that
Bavarian Jagdstaiel 16 never had
a full complement of Plalz, the
unit had a good number of D la
machines on hand nevertheless

[J Fourg

Although not fully documented, this
retouched photograph is befioved
to possibly show the Jasta 16b
Staffelfihrer Fritz Roth in a Pfalz

D ila. kt is known that Rath flew
Albatros machines for hia victories
priot 1o obtaining & Fokker D VI,
but he certainly had opportunity

to fiy the Pfalz in Jasta 16b. The
black and white fuselage sash
wipuld have made & distinctive
individual marking. although the
Iack of a huselage cross is puzziing.
Presumably, the cross was painted
over in sitver-grey paint, probably
s0 that it would not conflict with the
personal emblem. i this is indeed

& Jasta 16b machine, it would have
had the usual black tail and spinner.
Rath was characterised by his
comrades a5 8 modest idealist, and
deeply religious. After the Armisticn
he returned to his hometown of
MNirmberg, depressod by the defeat
and revalution in his homsland

and reportedly troubled by the

lwes he had taken in combat Rath
committed sulcide on New Year's
Ewe 1918

It was on 4 April 1918 chat 1 could have died instead of Geigl when,
over the Somme; leading under the misey fos because T dida't want o
collide, a Camel spotted meand dove down shooring, | was alers, made
one spinning turn and saw Geigl and the Camel colliding in fire!

Both Geigl and the Camel pilor from No 65 Sgn fell to their deaths
near Warfusde,

Cieipl's successor as Suffel commander was Oblt Fraty Risch, the vereran
balloon-buster frvm fasea 23b, Viw Hans Schorn was posted wo the Seaffe!
at about the same dime as Rich, burhis ame ar the fronn would be briel
Oin 21 May Schorn was fyving in a Kese ol six Plale which had the extreme
mislortune of meering Capr Edward "Mick” Mannock and a patrol of
No 74 5gn SE Sas. Mannock clsimed one Paly ‘shor o pisces afrer firing




a long burst from dirocdy behind and abise’, and twi more out of

control. he first was certaimly Schorm, bue the Sueffel lost no other pilors.

Rath did not dlaim any vicims: for some dme afrer his arrival. On
249 May, fiving an Albarros, he arsacked a Britsh line of ren balloons and
roasted’ five of them in one incredible sortie. By the time he claimed
agiin — a Bristol on 25 July for his 16eh of 28 cvental secoesses — the

Statffed Tad apparently turned inies Phale for Fokker I VT

Jasta 32b

st 32b recowved s frst examples of the Phal: in the winwer of
1917118, The unir was based at Autcemencourt in the 7. Armeee, and was
commanded by the famed Bavarian ace Oble Eduard Schleich. This fasea
does not seem o have had & lanre numiber of Pfalz, and remained
primarnily an Albarros Seaffel

One pilor who flew a Pfalz during his brief career in Jussr 32b was Vi
Jakob Landin. Born on 21 Aupust 1892 in Westheim, Landin had
previously lown in Bavarian FL Abr 295(A) bebore arAvingar the Saaffelon
8 December 1917, Landin necded lirde time m kick ofl his career as a
fishier pilor—only 15 days later he was credited with a Paul Schmim rwao-
seater near Vailly-sure Alsre for hic fiese [and the unit's 19th) Luffier. He
quickly followed this up with a Nieupore over Paissy on 6 January 1918.
I'his was probably Nicuport 24 N3449, lown by MdL Henri Prorand of
Farpedrille NRY, who was vaken PoW, He had been atracking a halloon when

he suffired engine mouble, then was

Pialz D lila 1346/ 18 is seen betwean
two Albatros D Va machines of
Jagdstaffel 16b. providing evidence
that the Staffef did indeed operate
a miwed bag of equipment. All three
fighters display black tails and
spinners, and the two Albatros
scouts show off personal fusslags
markings as well. Aircraft 1346718
came from the very last D lils batch
[sarials 1250 to 1343/18), which was
ardered in February 1318 [J Young)

This D [l 1405/17 is a splondid
sxample of a Jasta 22b Plalz. Flown
by Viw Jakob Landin, the aircraft
featured a black tail, white spinner
and hinck nose trim - markings that
are halisvad fo have been standacd
within the Staffel, atthough Landin’s
machine displayed a stylish
scalloped application of the nosa
and tail colours. The black 'L was
an obvious cholce of Indhvkdusal
badge for Landin, whose proud
groundcrew poses with theair
charge. Note the circular Pfalz logo,
serial number and "R’ stencilling on
the starboard (nght] interplane and
cabane struts {HAC/LTDY

seemingly arcacked by Landin.

On 10 Jauary the Seaffed was
refocated o Mars-sour-Bourcg in
thi 3. Armice. Eleven days later,a
Pfalz was onte again an engite of
urayedy lora novice fugdffieger

Minceeen-vear-ald  Gefr Josel
Mayer was killexd ina B 1Ha during

a pracrice fishr, the wing breaking
off the Pfalz fighter ar a height ol
B0 merres and the maching subse
quently crashing on the Seaffel air-
ficld.
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This time Jakob Landin himself
appears in the cockpit of his
elegantly decorated fighler. The
sealloped nose and tail markings
anid the black wheel covers are

all in evidence. Landin attained
three victories before his death on
27 February 1918, He had returned
early from a patrol due to engine
trouble, only to perish in & fiery
crash of his aircraft on Guesnain
asrodrome {HAC/LITD|

On 14 Fehraary the fasa was rransferred to Guesnain, near Plowai, in

the 17. Armeee. Thus Landin could add a Brirish aircraft to his tally on
23 lcbruary, when he was credited with an RE 8 ar 1535 hes near
Willerval —another R 8wias also confirmed to Lin d R Fratz Danker for
his sccond viclory. Tandin's joy over his rising score would be shon-fived,
however, Four days later he ook off st 1700 hes with four companions
Thirty minures laser he rerumned 0 Guestain, apparently suffering
mechanical troulde. T front of the horrified cyes of his comrades, Landin
plunged o the aidield from 150 metres and died'in a fiery crash,

O 17 Apnl Lin d R Danker was badly injured duting a test thght in
D e 826917 when it crashed on Guesnam field — he died on the 23ed.

By the end of May dhe Seaffed had besun 1o receive Roband 13 Via
machines to replace itsweary Albarros and Plalz fighters,

Jasta 34b

This unit was lormed at FEA T at Altenburg on 20 Febrnary 1917, By the
rimie it was assigoed i firse Plule D s in Seprember 1917, the unir had
achieved 23 victories flying entirely on the French front. Based ae Mant,
near Venlun, since 5 Sepiember, the fara was commanded by Ohle
Robert Greim: Born-in Bavreuth on 22 June T892, Greim was a carcer
army officer who had by then garnered five of his eventual 28 victories.
Greirn test-flew Phalz- D TIT 138517 on 11 Scprember and was no
impressed, his flight log reading;

Machine in every respeer inferior to the Albawos D V. Very heavy
control [orces, very nose heavy, very stow, infenior rare of climb - 4000
metres in 3530 minutes.

I spite of Gireim's gham assessment, fese 34b continued o receive both
the I IT1 wnd T3 1TTa. However, Greim and many of his expericneed pilos
continued o Ay the Albarros oo, The luckles Staffel schieved bur three
viciories from Olctober through December for the logs of three pilots
killed, two taken PoW and anather wounded, Things brighrencd in the
MNeow Year as four French aireralt were destroyed in the first three days of
T9TH. On the Yth, however, D L 403 1/17 ool 40 hits from {lak shrapne|
and Len Hans Kiessling was hadly wounded in the lef chigh,




WNine duys futer a replacement pilor arrived on the airficld ar Chenois

Lin d R Rudolf Srark. This airmun was & giled arise and writer who
wonitled leave an imipressive recopd in paintines; phoros and in his evocative
bk Die fagelsesffed wnsere Hedmae {English tide, Wing af Wir),

Born on 11 Vebrumry THY7 at Newburg, vn the Danube, Stark
volinteered for the 2nd Buvarian Ublan Regiment and would serve in
France, Poland and the Uksaing, He received the Bavarian Miliary Mer
Oheder 4ch Class with Swords on 29 September 1913, as well as the lron
Cross 2nd Class: Stack applied for transfer to the air service in 1917, and
tollowing Hiehe waining was posted o Bavarian FL Abt, 296(A) on 13
MNevember, He rook: Rghrer crmining ar Jassascbnde 11 and arrived ax fasa
b on 18 Janoary 1918, dhrilled w finally be a fugdfiegen

My first visit is o the new machine. A Phialz D TEsands silver-like i
the hangar, | strokc the cockpir amd play on the bracing wires thacsing like
violin strings. My ldentilicition narkings dre painted on the machine—a
lilac stripe behind the cockpirand a lilac coar for the propeller spinner.

I'hriee of us flv 1o the Front. There bsnot much Lo do - we are the only
tireraft 1o he seen B and wide. The old, familiar coynmside glides away
beteith me, The sun gleams an oy wings. Chren | stroke the machioe
parts gbour me and par the silver skin of my aircralt, justas | used to par
my horse:’

Such carefree musings came toan abrupr end a few days lacer. Dunng
a ‘jayous onstavght on o Candron, Starck wasjumped by a French fighrer;

| o imtan i b et once, bur my opponent issitang on my neck all the
timie, and soon his bulless hic my machine, A vislent blow oo my
shoulder pushes mie down in my seit, and fora briel space miy machine
goes into s spin, | auchbe again, but the ranling condinues behind mcas |
g irner wen after turn. Peerol squires out round my legs, and my peteol
patige ells me | have lost a lot of juice!”

Stark Hew northward in sigzass hoping to reach his lines beforc his fuel
gave out. Confused and concerned by the occsional mitling Trom
behind, and r|i7'.r_v from his frantic hrlililillE:. lte could see no Frenchman
behind him. He reached his aerodrome on empry tanks: Stark looked
over his I 1T 4064717 and counted 16 heles: rwo in the muain k. He
was chagrined o discover thar his shoulder sprap had been shot through

Rudalf Sterk’'s first fighter was
Plalz D 10 406417, here probabby
photographed at Chenols
agrodrome. Btark's personal
embism of a litac fuselags band
end spinner adomed all of his
varlous Plalz aircraft. In this case

it was somawhal roughly applied,
and just sfghtly overlapped the
horizontal arm of the national
Inaignia. The fuselage exhibits sinns
of hard use and the harmiul effects
of storing machines in unheated
hangars and damp feld conditions.
In some casas the fuselages
became so warped dus to
maisture absorption that the flying
characteristics were compromised
| A frrerin)

Stark atriked a rather melodramatic
pose with his leter Plalz D illa
#155/17, circa April 1918, This
machine had a flare cartridge rack
affixed to the starboard fuselags
sbde. Just aft of Stark’s usual lilac
fuselage band is an esrly form of
Baltkenkreusz insignia, affected by
using the widest part of the
previous iron cross as the Balken

ar bar width, This produced 2

cross with bars of a ratio (width

to fengthl of 1:2 m best —also note
the extremely thick white borders.
It was soon realised that this form
of insignia was difficult to recognise
a8 n crmas &t any distance and it was
quickly attored {4 lmriel
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ard grne ened had hung loose in the slipstream — the “rarrle” which had
wurricd him wis the strap buckle banging against the fuselage!

On 16 March the Szaffé! relocsted o Le Carcan airficld opposite the
British in preparation for the grear Spring Offensive. The pilonishared Le
Carcan with their fellow Bavarians of fama | 6b — both were componenis
il Jugelgrappe 10 vnder Greiny. On 21 March Kasterflzch crupred, and
the Seaffed braved the thick mist o down two apponents. Two davs later
Srark achicved his first victory when he stumbled oneo owo DH 45 in the
thick smoke over Péronne. He would later admit this victory was a fluke
With 3 sputiering engine and jammed guns, Stark bore down on one of
the big bombiees whien suddenly his guns clearcd and he sent a telling
buarst into the de Havilland,

O 24 March the Seaffel starved is pacrol into the crowded skies over
the bartle raging near Péronne. They sporred an approaching formarion
thar marertalised into Camels. Stark would write;

"Now those machimes are above us, and we spot their cockades in the
sunshine, We close up and await their areack. A signal flare shines aur on
high and sinks toward us with loag trails of smoke — the sign o anack,
given by the Enplish leader. | hioy dive down on us, und alreadly they are
i our midse.

"Turn, turm, tarn, high and low. Tracer bullets deave the aic. Machine
gunsrattle everywhere, engines roar, bracing wires groan and howd in dives,
| sec 2 Sopwith antack the Albutros in fronr of me and talee a dellection sho
athim, e broaks away and goes into-u tum 1o escape. Uhar mums griw
narrower and narmwer, my sights follow his fuselige, and it looks 45 iFmy
machine guns were joined ont his wil. My macer bullers skim along the
fd.]:,"t ot his fuselage, burasain and apain he pulls himself our of my sights.

‘At last Tyret o the mark — 7 hir. Fuel squires our of the machine and hangs
in along streamer of hare from its eal. The Englishman is hicand goes down
in @ spin. | have o ome o follow him down becanse 1 am amacked at once.”

The Camel went down o ceash-land west of Bareus in the Brrish lings,
Larer, the same patrol ergaged a flight of No 56 Sgn SE 5as and destroyed
twis of them —a grarifying day for the Staffel

O the alternoon of 30 March, the fert once aygain endured the
worsening weather to support the fcld grey moops as they awacked
Himelee. They ook a hand in the battle raging on the grovnd by strafing

Brivish wremches and artillery posi- .
rinns. Smrk wrows

Mow Fnglish fighung machines
nke thewr appearance. They flic like
shadows throush the shreds of
clowds and rry to arcack our infanery,
They are not going o succecd
because we are thore, so they wheel
alionst and narn off,

The min becomes thicker — it
whips against the skin like hail. Gog-
gles are continually dimmed, bus
carry onl A Sopwith hurtles outof a
dloud in froncofme, He sees me and
goesinto a rurn, but fora moment he

Stark stares at the camera as &
groundcrewman helps him fasten
his safety straps in the cockpil

of what iz believed to be D lila
B155/17 . The lilac stripe is clearly
s=¢n. Regarding the finish of the
Palz fighters he knew so well, Stark
later wrote, "All Plalz D 1l and D liin
were delivered in a silver paint
finksh. The various Staffel and pilat
markings ware painted over this at
the individual Staffeln. where half
of the fuselage was often coloured
but silver always remained typical
for the Pialz" (A lmrig)

An atmospheric scene is presented
as Stark, at right, prepares lor a
flight in another one of his D liia
fighters as the engine is run up.
This aircraft is thought to be D s
BI78/17, which displayed the later,
mora correct, style of Balkenkreur
insignia (A lnwrie)




stands aquite still in the middle ofiL 1 tade dim shoot — my wacers hiss
acrosy to him in long thrcads and car their way into his fusclage. A red
Hame jers our, and wing over wing the Englishan goes dowi in Bames -
my third!’

Searlcs victim was Sopwith Dalphin C3791 of No 74 Sqmarspilis, 2L
H Browne, being taken PoW east of Vaire.

On 4 April Ludendortflaunched his final medestassaulvof Rafsersoflache.
attempiing o gain 2 foothold beoween Hamel and Grivesnes. fasea 34h ook
off ar 1445 brs in pelring raim o support the idantry, The mist and clouds
were so thick collisions wene narrowly avoided. Stark surpnised an RE 8
Iretiore the observer could use his Lewis gun, sending w down tir crash near
Fouilloy, 'The Sraffellanded at 1630 his, it desperate appéals for belp from
the harmied infantry necesiued another sorric in a tormenal downpear.
Stark shou down 2 DH 4 in flames soarh of Hamler ro “make ace”.

Arcording to the Staffel war diary, the unit received the fist camples
af the [ TTTa en 10 April. Elghu days lacer the fase rook up new quarrers
at Poucaucourt, where it was soon joimed by fapedtaffide 37 and 77b in
Jegdgruppe Greim'. Inthe late afternoon of 25 April a parrol was bounced
by twn SE Fa Higghs from Ne 84 Sqn. Cape ] V Sorsoleil repored;

"While on patrol we dived ana large formarion of shver-coloured Pl
ard Albatros Vestrurters. | observed one of our machines fightng two
Phbe. | dived on the nearest and fired 1 long burst with both guns. He
went dowi vertically and a big cloud oF smoke emerpged from hisengine.”

After the mélée, the RAT pilises were credited with seven opponents
downed — vt 34b acuually lose U August Mever killed (probably by
Sorsoleil) and Oblt Dicterde was' wonnded. bur linded sately behind
German lines. The Seaffefwar diary records the pilow” depression over the
obvious inferonty of their girerafr this day.

In late May a fow castoff Fokker [ Is From JO T were acquired, but
most of the Sraffe! nperarions continued on the old Plals biplanes, On 19
May the unit achieved a notable success when ic took part in bringing
down three Bristols from No 62 Sqn in Cerman rermimory. Stark and Viw
Max Kahlow forced F 2B (4751 w0 lnd near Proyare There were no
shared vicoories:in the Jugeaffeln, so Kablow gor the arediv for this
vicrary — his fifth. Llewever, in the simc scrp Lin Kar Bauernfeind's
D 1z 802317 had raken a number of crippling hits, and e pilot
suffered] askull Fractoree i the ensuing crash-landing,

©n 24 May Seark was named acting commander of Jawa 771 and left
the Staffel. With a woral of five victories seored on the I 111 and D s,
Stark qualifies av a true Plalz ace. Be thar as it may: on 28 May the fasea
wir diury binerly reported, "The unir had daily somics and combais, but
with its old and worn-our machines, it had become weak and powerless’.

This sitwagon would not be remedied unrdl £5 June when the unit's
lizse Foldser D Vs arrived.

Jasta 35b

The Rest Phale T3 TITs were issued to fave 35b an 3 Novemnber 1917, but
the unit was never lully cquipped with che type. In fact, the story of the
Phalz in face 35 islargely o vl oF woe. Even so, the Pale Flugeengienke
was mindful of its image among s customers, and the Saaffel war diary
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On 75 April 1918, Fig Andreas Kahlar
of Jasta 35b was on 8 practice flight
in [t [z 828217 when he was
wounded by flak and browught

down nesr Vimy-Combles, bahind
the Britizh lines. His Pfalz fall in 1o
British hands largely intact and was
given the number "G/3Bdef4". This
photograph was taken the next day
at Mo 2 Alreraft Depol at Candas as
Capt C E Williamsan-Jones of No 3
Sqn inspected the machine guns of
BZBZ[17.ht may be moted that & stan
has been made towards altering
the fuselage cross o Balkenkreur
format. The report an this maching
stated that the wings were covered
with printed ‘lozenge’ camouflage
fabric {many Pfalz in this late
production batch had five-colour
Fabric on the wings), and that thay
still had the iron cross form of
insignia

Gafr Jakob Tischner of Jasta

35b manzged to damage nol dne
but two of his unit's aircratt on

17 June 1918, He was landing in
the new Roland D Viz 1205/18 [in
the foreground} and rolied into &
collision with Pfalz D s 813217

in the beckground. This view of the
Pialz shows the Staffel marking of
a white chevron on the upper wing,
and an sarly style of Balkenkreuz
insignia_ Just visible are two

or three blacki?) swripes on the
fuselage aft of the cross, which
wara the unknown pilot's insignia.
The change to Balkenkreuz had not
yet been effected on the Roland

D Via (A fmrlel

records thar dhe unit's Chelstnas Eve parey aof 1917 was made all the
merricr hy lavish amounrs of food and drink supplied by the Phale firm
{not o be vutdone, but o trifle lare, the Fokker company sene four erares
of Christmas packages which arrived on 10 Jarary 1918)

TIn early Fehruary 1918 the fasta prepared to move from Premont 1o
Emerchicoure O the Tich, Lend R Robere Dienkhards crashed famlly in
DY Iz 416317 as he was leaving Premont. The hard-pressed | fases
suffered more setbacks in the oot owo months, snd on 25 April Flg
Andreas Kohler was wounded dnid mken oW during 2 pracrice flisht in
Y |Ha 8232717

On 13 June, Rudolf Stark was gansferred from scting command of
Fatsta 77 o [ul) leadership of fasta 35h. Lipon his arrival ar Lpinoy, Stk
recorded, “Things do not look too good in this Staffel Three leaders have
fallen wirhin a bricf space of dme. Our machine are old Adbatros D Vs
and Plalz DY s, withowy much fighring value',

Some newer Roland D Via madhanes were alse on hand, but on 17

June Gefr Tischner crashed his Roland into Plale D THa 8132/17 while

landing and damaged both airerafe. Finally, on | July 1918 Scark led o




sortie Into cloudy skics, and despite poor visibilitv, found an arillery-
sporing RE & and shoe it down northwest of Arras —she fisst vicbory for
thee umir in over two monchs, fasta 35h happily exchanged an Mbarros,
two Pal and three Rotands for six Fokber D Vs on 24 August.

Jasta 79h

[his unic was formed at FEA L, Schicissheim, berween 8 November
1917 and 2 February 1918, and was cquipped entirely with the Plalz
D 101 and D THa. T'he frse eommander was Len d B Xaver Dlannhiiber,
who had scored ten victories in fasta 26, He waswounded on 18 Ocrober
1917, and aler his recovery was posted hriefly vo fuste 76b before being
placed in command of 79b. On 2 Februaty the Staffel was cransterred
an acrodrome at Thugny, near Rethel (in the 3. Armer secoor). and
prrepared 1w iniGsre operations,

The Pfalz did notenjoy a good start in the faws, as Lrannhiiber himsell
crashed ar Thugny during a practice flighr in g £ [1Ta on 11 February and
weni (o the hospicl. Formomarcly For the fuwre of the Staffel, his
replacement was. Lim d R Hans Bahning. An-accomplished Bavarian,
Bohning was bormn on 6 July 1893 in Grormu-Reichenbery and had
served in a DBavarian field artillery regiment prior to joining the
Fliegertruppe,

From 26 April to 3 July 1917 he few with bavaran FL Abe (A) 290,
Afrer Jagdflisper raining Bohning was posted) to e 36 on ¥ Juby 1917,
where he amained his Arst four suceesses On 6 November 1917 he was
assigned 1o fasta 76h and shot down 2 Sopwith on 1 December for his
fifih claim. Bihning then followed Dannhiiber to Sraffé! 79 and took
over the unit on 23 lebrary. The unil moved north o the 1R, Armee,
nicar Sr Quentin, as Operation Michae! loomed. Ir setiled inw Villess le
Sec as part of fapdpuppe 12 (Snaffels 24, 44 and 790), commanded by
Heinrich Kroll.

(I the second day of the Offensive (22 March], Bihning led his Pialz
Staffed v cotnbat against the RAL and opened his unit's score bookina
specracular manner. Both the Suffelfiibrer and Lin d R Wilhelm
Buchseerr received confirmation for one SE 5 each, downed at Vermand,
Although there are some discrepancies in the details; it seems likety thar
Bohning's opponenr was Capt RW Howard MO of Mo 2 Sqn Avseralian
Flying Corps {AFC), who was a Highe commander with eight victories.
Howard and his patrol had dived on o rwo-seater when they were in turn
jumped by a number of German lightets, and the Auscralian ace was
brought down mordly wounded near Epchy.

The ,"Fr,{fﬁ-f was back in acrion against the REC an the 24¢h, bur came
up shor. Buchsterr daimed a “Sopwith' once again near YVermand bt
failed o receive confirmation, while Gefr Linus |Luger was wounded and
|eft bor the hospital. In the noxe two days the fagdgrgpe advanced 1o the
former British airfiel] at Villeselve. Bohning closed our March hy
downing # French two-seater at Varcnnes on the 3 sr.

April legai successfully as Buchsterr chalked up a STALY for his scoond
Lufisies. but Uz Miillor was wounded and waken prisoner the same day.
Ohn 6 April, Bisthning brought his gally to nine with un RE 8 confirmed
south of Noyon ar 1000 hrs, Biichsrer's bungeoning career was abrupily

In the late spring and summer of
1918 Jasta 79h was & component
of Jagdgruppe 12, which was
commanded by the Pour e Mérite
ace Lin d R Heinrich Kroil = another
element of the Gruppe was Saxon
Jasta 24, also led by Kroll. The
30-victory ace Kroll had plenty of
experience with tha Pialz D 1l and
D Ma himsalf, The Jasta 24 war diary
survives (thanks to Alex Imrie), and
it records a litany of complaints and
accidents involving Plalz alreraft
Krodl himsetf took over the first
Plalz (D NI 4009,/17) to arrive at
Jasta 24 on 27 September 1817,

On 25 October the Jasis war diary
recorded that, The type is slower
than the Albatros D 0, 1t is fast

in & dive and is then faster than

the Albatros D V. The climb
parformance varies graatly,
sometimes almost a3 good as an
average Albatros D V but never
better. It is not advisable for the unit
o be equipped with both the Plalz
0 1l andd the Albatros D V. However,
tha Plalz by itself in one Staffel
could be successtul’. On 25 January
Kroll achieved a victory in D lla
£286/17 when he shot down a
Bristol for his 17th victim, but ha
then suffered the loss of half of his
left aileron in a dive, a5 mentloned
earfier. Upon landing safely, he
Immediately telephoned Kofl 18,
Hptm Blumberg, to complain about
the quality of the Pialz machines.
He was promised delivery of thres
Fokker Dr Is, but these naver
showed up, and his unit soldiered
on with Pfalz and Albatros until
they picked up D Vils on 28 May
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halied on the 11th when he, oo, was tken PoW, the victim of SPA 75
ace Sous. Lt Willium Herisson who shot down his Plile T3 ITla near
Marqueglise, The next day Bohming halanced che scales somewhiar with a
STAD lor his ninch score,

Future Plale ace Ttn Roman Schneider, who was born in Passin,
Bavaria, on @ August 1898, had served in the 16th Bavarian lnfaniry
Reggmenr prior ro making the switcl w aviation. His Jagdflieger carcer
neardy ended before it began due 1o an alarming aceident thar gcourred
diring this period: He wrote (iranslared by O'Brien Brownel:

Tt wais towards the end of April 1918 as Staffel 79, under the leadesship
of Lon Bishuing, tan up against rwo opponcnts Aying acabiu 100 metres
under our Kere over Montdidier ar 3700 merres. Lia Bohning arscked
downwierds in a steep bank, and in this way broke ap e Kerte which was
following hin. Thus it cime shour that my neighbours on the lefi of the
Kette— | was flying on the right —suddenty llew rowards mo. | eould just
avuid the first one by rapidly diving my Pfale D THu machine, huewich the
second one, this did not work. There wasa huge crash, and the end of my
right wing appearcd as if it had been shaved off from the sorue joint
outwards, Stmulaneously. my aircraft and T begn o spin ever more
rapidly along the seroplanc’s longimudinal axis. Lin (P Fdler) von
Braun — my fellow ;u.ﬂi:rc: Wik |_1.'in-g :u::_ﬂ? ma very sh;j_rp bank and
had taken half of my right wing off with his wing.

"During these spins, my seroplane slowly wenr over oncies nose and was
sonm rashing onac high speed. Now, T really did niot want wo give up with
a faral crash iy Bire— | could quice easily have jutnipied our —withour at
beast having tried 1o gt my acroplane under conol again. The firs thing
Thad o dawas to free my nvachine from this imry spinning. And thar was
the careh. Tl'lmugh theviolent dc‘pan ute of my l.'.i.Hl'lI aileron; the conrmol
cable joins were also wrecked and the joystick could not be moved either
to the left or 1o the right. Fitst, 4 rather powerful jerk by me freed the
control cables. Soon 1wais also able, by means of the still-funcrioning left
aileron, o bring my maching inm a somewhar stable position,

Cradually | pulled my machine back inm a horizontal position
which caused me no licde worry — and slowly but surely | flew my
acroplanc o my airfield, where, immediately upon landing, T was
sisreoumided by a crowd of incredulous people who would beliove thac this
aireralt had been flown in this condition only after the repeated
affirmations of witnesses. Lim von Braun then broughs ime some pleces of
ny acroplanc that had been pulled but of one of hiswings after he landed !

Misloriune continued on 2 May as a fasa 79b patreol camie our on the
wrong end of an encournier with several French SPAD aces. Viw Phillip
Jopp's Phalz was senr flaming o earth near Monrdidier ar 2000 hes,
apparently the victim of Spus Lt Andre Barcat and others of SPA 153, as
well as Capitaine Auguste Laboulle of SPA 154, Lin Edler von Braun was
ance sgain lucky, escaping with a light wound after he was amacked by Le
Henn Hay de Shade of SP'A 86, lortunarely, thar evening 23-vearold
Vi Ludwig Walk arrived as a replacermient — bur thie Saffel was suill badly
understrength at only six pilors.

Throughow May Bahning struggled 1o lead his inexperienced Sarffel
through the deadly learniing carve which-all fighter pilors must endure, 5
they repeatedly encountered large lornations of superior French aircrafi




His initials forming his personal
marking, Ltn d A Hans Bohning
poses with Pialz D Ma 8170717
This machine was his moumnt as
Staffelfithrer of Jasta 790 in the
spring of 1918, The wings were
covered in five-colour printed
camouflage fabric and the fuselage
weas painted in @an unrecorded dark
colour. This certainly seems darker
than the usual shade of ‘Bavarian
blue’, and is thus assumed o have
been black. Note the rack for Hare
cartridges just over Bahning's
shoulder and a tubular sight
mounted betwesen the machine
guns —a portion of the fuselage
Balkenkreuz emblem is also just
visible. Bdhning may have scored
as many a5 seven vietories fying

a D lilain Jasts 790, making him -
along with Rudolf Stark —atrue
Pialz ace

Things began to look up on the 13th as the fasa celebrared the awanl ol

the ‘Hobenzollern’ o their Saaffelfiifrer. On the nexe day Schneider
gained the first of his five victories when he downed an AR'2 m
Courcelles. Bhning resched dhe ranks of the ten-vicrory Kaneren on the
15th by bringing the SPAD XTI of Sous Lt Marrar of STA 154 down
inract behind CGerman lines — the SPAD was bronght to the Siaffed Beld as
Ercheu as a trophy, but Matrat soon died of his wounds. Eighe days later
Schinecider gained his second [ sfteiey (2 'Briswol at 1'ricof).

The fusta lost four pilors in June in eschange for only 1wo vicrordes, as
the inferiority of rheir Plaks became cver more obvious. Atabous 1912 his
an-the 20th, ﬁ]huin;;,}]ld some of his men amacked an -'i"ﬁi]_llndlt'd French
Sapwith 1A2 (2 design even older than the Phale) fom the armillery-
spotting Lcadrille SOP 270, The crew of Aspirant Bos and Cpl Digeon
siill managed w down the Phly of Viw Bergmann, who was killed,
Bahningthen bored in ro riddle the Sopwich, and pitot Bos was lilled and
Digeon wounded as they crashed ac Autheuil for the Bavarian's | 2thaally

As | ubr hﬂ_;;ar'l Béhining left on leave and Sclineider ook Ty cenmand
of the fusta. He proved himsell worthy on the 2nd when he destroyed 2
SPAD X1 (probably from SPA 159) and chalked up his third score with a
Sopwith on the 18th. The inexperience ol his piloss and rhe insdequacies of
thieir Tals sull roolca toll, however. Fle Stefan Meverwans killed during a v
flight on the Seh, and Gelr Luger — having recovered from his wounding in
March — crashed Bually just after take-off from Erchicu on the 19th

Litn Bihning retuned an the list day of July, and the situation
immproved as the unit siaried o receive 1 VITs. Bohning would ke his
score to 17 before a hip wound sidelined him on 20 September
Schrieider, oo, survived the war with five victories 1o hig credin, 'ost-war
Bishning remained sctive inaviation as an engineer and glider pilocuntl
he was killed in aglider crash on 22 Owtober 1934
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THE WORKHORSE

von sfter the USA ‘entered Wodd W 1 in Apal 1917,
Spmpa;‘_.:&l.ld'm!.ﬁ wiere making wild daime abwur the massive

nimbersofaircralt thar American inctustry would soo be adding
o e war effore. In Germany, Kogenlifi | Konvmandierenden Generad der
{ sftivertiorifie) redlived these daims were greatly exagrerated, bur stll
considered the threar p&scd !.'r_w_r American INtervennon 4s 3 SOrewUs tne.

To counter this, on 23 Junce 117 Kegalefi introduced an expansion
plan thar bocame known as the Amevikaprogramm, Tt called for 2 100
percent increase in che number of fagelitffeds from 40 w 80, This placed a
eremendous st on both the German aireralt indostry and the pool of
experienced fighter pilows. Many of the Ameribapropritmen Jastas would be
lorced o carry our their dutics far below their intended strengrh in bouh
atrcraft and airmen.

Although the Pfale D TN design had s fauls, the demand For
lighter aircraft was great. The impressive procucrion capabilities of the
Phalz Bcory (producing 793 acroplages ine 1917 and 1850 i 1918)
meant thar the D 1l would see widespread service The aireralt was
available in quantity, and provided fzirdy reliahle, i not superior, service.
Phus it soldiered on well into the summer of 1918 — far longer than it
should have, Lven so, in the hands of a skilled and expesicnced Jugalflieger
the Pile could still deliver substanual resules. Thiswill be cvident in die
following text, which will starr by covering ie 4. Armer S2gffln in
Flanders and then work its way southeast along the Western Frone.

Jasta7

For much of i cxistence furie 7 few with the 4. Armee in Flanders and was
contmatded l!:r Lin o R Josef lacobs, the celebrived Fakker Dir | ace.
While Jacobs is best kaown for his hlack Fokker wriplanes, be vccasionally
Hew Phals airerafr. as did ochers in bis .';mﬁi':". Researcher Stephen Lawson
has shown that the fimt menrion ofa Pale D 1H i Jacobs’ dinry occurson
28 Seprember L% 7, when the nnirwas based ar Acrrryeke. ' Yesierday, the
first Pliske armived, It appears o climb bever and be more manocuvruble’.
Jacobs was presumably comparing the Pfale w the Albarros D'V,

Phe no day he wrote, This aftermoon my fist Plake aroved’. On
4 Ocrober, “Today | Aew my Plale I 1T bor the first ame. Lo climbs beter
bur s shower”. (O the 15th, the Staffed veceived 1wo Plalz and rwo 1) Vs
From ALP 4 in Ghent, and the unir continued 1o operate a mox of hath
types. The D3 1T was still in use with feee 7 nine months laet,

Lneace besides Taenbs who flew the Plalein fista 7 was L Carl Degelow.
Bom m Munsteedorf on 5 Tanuery 1891, Depelow had seen extensive
inkanrry service before fiving swo-searers with F. 11 Abe, (A3 216 0n 19717,
Afrer rraining on lighiers, be was posted oo Juse 36 00 17 Auguse, burwithin
forar days Degelow was semi ofl in dhsgrace afrer accidenally wonnding a
grounderewran during practice gunnery. He lockily obrained 2 secand
chance with fastr 7, amil had been determined w prve himself under
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A clutch of warmly bundled JSasta 7
pllnls poses for a photograph
beneath the wing of a Pialz fighter
circa late December 1817, Standing.
from left to right, are Viw Swoboda,
Ltn d R Paul Billik {37 victories], Ve
Rudali Lander, Lin d B Paul Lotz [4),
Ltn d R Max Hillmann {1}, Ltnd B
Mihlen, Obflgrmtr Kurt Schonfelder
(13} Lin d R Carl Degelow (30] snd
Viw Hans Horst (4], Seated in front
are Litn d B Hermann Kunz (6},
Staffellihrer Lin d R Jossf Jacobs
[41 to 47 wictories] and Lin Otto
Kunst (1), OF these, ai least Jacobs,
Lotz and Degelow are thought 1o
have flown a Pfalkz occasionally In
Jasta 7, while Billik flew the D llla
with greal success lster in Jasta 52

Ltn d A Degelow's Jasta 7 Pialz

D Hia was written off in this
acoident. According to historian

5 T Lewson, this is probably the
incident recorded in Jacobs” diary
on 23 March 1918, as Degelow raced
against a strong wind when landing
and turned his aircraft over but
remained unscathed. The huselage,
struts, wheels and (apparently] all
upper wing surfsces were painted
in Jdasta 7 black. Degelow's famous
personal emblem of the ‘white stag’
was painted in silvery-white, with
polden yellow antlers and hooves

the skilled rurelage of Jacobs. Only rwo days alier his amval on
| September, Dhegelow firoed o Camel down bur filed ™ ahize a
confirmed viceory, On 8 December fusa 7 tangled with “Sopwiths over
Passchendacle. Jacobs and Depclow were borh crecitad with 'forced o land”
vicrims, but these swere nor credived as official victories by German standhirds.

Tacobs and his Suffed clashed with Mo 10 Nawal Sqypadon on 12
December, Ace Tunl Billik shor 2 Camel down behind German lines. b
Degelow's similar claim was disallowed. On 25 January Degelow
wounded the crow of a Bristol [roin No 20 5gnywho landed their F 2B
near Korromarck m be taken PoW, By March bewas (ying o Pfalz 1 1 a,
and according o the roscarch of Siephen Lawson, apparently-wrecked il
an e 25rd, |acohs’ .']i.'lr'lr Trimrl:l.l. ‘Upon 1;\nr|ing, Lin Dhgrelow taced
apainsra 30 kphwind. Machine nurned over and he remained complerely
b T Jusie Depebow was mansterred 1o Jasza 40

Another fasta 7 ace that may have fown a Phalz ar fimes was Lind B
Paul Lom 2 22-year-old from Romenan. He daimed o Camel from
Mo 70 Squ ar Ramscapelle on 18 Oueober 1917 for his finss vicory.
Exactly two months later he doubled his score with another Camel, then
destroved a [YH 4 from Ne 57 Sgn near Crourerd on 24 faouary: On 12
April 1918 he shor down an Armstrong- Whitworth PR 8 from No 10
S noreh of Bailleul fior his Fourth idumph:
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Eleven days larer Lot was parr of an evening patrol led by Jacobs in his
riplane chat Aew abour fve miles into enemy torritory. Jacobs wrone that
Lotz and Ul Bihne were armacked by lour SEs. These werea group from

Mo 74 5qn led by ‘Mick” Munmock, who arsacked the PRz ar the rear of

the formation and pumped three short bursts inte it at close range. | 11
"Tafty’ Jones of No 74 Sqn stated thar this Pfalz “was highly coloured with
4 black hody, whire-tipped wil, sitver and black chequered mp planes’,
and that it termet] over on s back aivd wenr down smicking badly,

Actually, Jacobs reporied thar Uiz Biline turned on his back, Lin Lot
came 1o his assistance und was canghr abliquely from below and reccived 2
wowtsd in the leg. Flewas able to v all the way home and was broughe o
Marchke hospital. Uiz Bahne's machine was severelyshorop’. Lot was noy
badly injured, for he soon wok over fasne 44, There, hie broughr his score
to ron, belore being killed ina ﬂ_'p'iu.y, accident on 2% Ocrober.

Uit Max Merens was one of fasee 7's 'near sees” whio bad a brfel bt
eventlul carcer flying a black Palz D lla, possibly with green personal
miarkings. H...,-iugr joined the u"l'.f.l'Jf.H"r“” 16 ,-"lpril 1918, Mertens setiled in
yuickly and reccived credit for a balloon north of Ypres on 14 May. On
17 June he claimed a Dolphin sourh of Didochusch Lake, bur chis was
denicd In favour of anorher pilor. Mertens had berrer luck the mesr day
when he armained his second confirmed Liflsrey overa Camel in the same
areu at 1920 hrs, Then came the evening ofthe 19th — Jacohs wrote

‘Utz Eigenbrodeand Uffz Merrens ek off for a balloon anack: Ar 4000
metres alurude the two crossed the lines, and i spite of 2 colossal (lak
barrage. Utz Merrens aesacked 2 balluen and probably broughr it down.

Mereens had unluckily made his ageack ara fimewhen No 74 Sqn's SEFs
and Mo 4 Sqn AFC's Camels were in the areas Tafly” Jones wrote of, ‘the
German balloon-serafer, whose reckless courage we all admiced. | e had
shor downi one of our balloons nedr Hizebrouck, and so elated was he
with his success that he dedded to amack another. Tn a few moments he
was tapped, slthough a comrade who had been more observanr had
cleared off. In vne sense it was 2 sadl sight wowarch the trapped enemy’s
wain bur hieroic cfforts w ger away’

Finally the Ausrralian ace Cape A H Cobby rook Jethal aim ar Mertens
Phalz. and he later recalled, *1 got on his @il and pur abour a hundred

rounds inro him from point-hlank range, and he crashed into the forescof

Nieppe, on our side of the lines.”

Jones wrowe, “There followed a sort of tirger pracrice. Machine after
machine dived and gave 1 burse ar it before zaoming sreeply upwards’.

Albrerwards, Mertens’ barecred body was brought back w No 74 Sqn’s
airficld, and the RAF pilors all commented on his unusual clothing, He
was wearing a swallow.- tiled coarand grov fannel sromsers — perhaps he
bad left o Jera party just belore his balloon mission. The shamered
wreckage of the D Tl was given the number G/28del 16, and it was
separied thar the fuselage and uppersurfaces of the wings were painted
black and dark green, with undeesides in silver,

Jasta 20

_ﬂrgﬂfbﬁﬁf 20, commanded I‘W | m Joﬂq_‘jﬂ;u v Brosse fwho survived the
war with g tally of 11} also flew the PRz in Flanderns. The S was

Litn Raven Fretherr von Barnekow
appears evory inch the dashing
young nobleman in this early
portrait, in which he wesrs an uhlan
“Tschapka® halmet. Von Bamekow
downed his first five opponents in
Jests 20 and may have flown a Plals
D Wiz for at least the first two or
three of these — he survived the war
with 17 victories. His Plalz D lila was
probably painted in Jasta 20 brown
on the fuselage with a white rudder
narrowhy cutlined in red. with his
initial "B° on the fuselage. Von
Barnekow’s close friendship with
Ernst Lidet continued after the war,
The tao met again in June 1933
when Udet came to New York,

and von Bamekow had just started
working for General Motors there.
Shortly after World War 2 began,
von Barnehow managed to reach
Germany from New York, sailing

in a cargo ship. Hans-Georg von der
Osten recalled that van Barnekow
sarved with him on the staff of
General Kurt von Daring, whom
both had known in their old Jasts 4
days. "Ho [von Barnekow] was on
vary friendly terms with Udet and
he had knowledge of Udet’s suicide.
This made & deep impression on
him, sl & short time later. on his
parants’ estate, he took his own

life by putting a bullet in his hoad'
[HAC/LUTD)




On 11 June Gefr Heinz Kleineberg
of Jasta 20 landed at Sd‘lﬂﬂmﬂkﬂ.
in the Netherlands, and his D iia
1306/ 18 was interned [there is a
small discrepancy in the Dutch
records, which give the date as

12 June). This Jasta 20 Plake was

probably painted in dark brown on
thi fuselage and upper tail surfaces.
This. along with & white rudder,
was the unit marking of Jfasta 20
recaorded in August. The wings
wiould probably have been covered
in five-colour printed fabric

completely equipped with the 1 [THand D THla, possibly from March o
Jume 1918, On 17 March Viw Oue Schule was killed in 2 T2 TH crash a
Dousi dunpga practice flight.

Ruaven Freiherr von Barnekow, whom we first mer in Jame 4, had
ratisferred to fieste 20 in lage February. Although he had chimed no
victaries 1o that poing, he would achieve his first success i his new umit
when he downed an SE 5on 12 My, Vian Barnckow s vietom was seven-
victory ace Le Henry Dolan of No 74 Sqn. whe was shot down our of
‘Mick” Mannodk s flight over Wubverghem.

Von Barnekow's commde Lo d R Johannes Gildemeister scored his
firse Lufesieg of an eventual five on 21 May — a Camel {possibly from
Mo 73 Sqn) south of Bailleul. Light days later von Bamnckow added
another SE 5 north of Baillen! for his second score, On the 31t famga 20

again tangled with SEs over Laventie ar 1640 hrs, with Lin d R Helten

claiming nne while Lin Bucholz was wounded in the same combar

Uh 6 Tugse the Soaffed was relocared 1o Menin in the 4. Areeer, where it
became parc of fagderuppe 6 along with Jagdiaffeln 7, 16h, 40, 5L and 56,
Pilots of JglGrp 6 continually found themselves in combar with the
Carels of Mo 4 Sgn AFC dnd the SEs of Mannock's No 74 Sgqn — the
leading British ace seemed 10 harboura grudge againse the Plale, claiming
at least 18 of the type. On the 9 June Gefr Heinz Kleineberg’s Plalz D 12
1306/ 18 was apparcndy shor down, but he avoided Allied capriviry by
landing his atrerafr intace at Schoondijhe, Zecland, in the Methetlands,
where hoth he and his machine were inrermed.

O 12 June the Jama artacked a patrol of Camels from No 4 Sqn AFC
at 1300 hrs, with mixed resules. The official Avstralian history repies;

“I'he parral was promptly atacked in turn by nine Albatros and Phalz
scouts. (Capt E | K) McCloughry mumed upon one Phalz thar was divinig
at hing, fired a burse into the enemy's side at 30 yards’ range. and the Plakz
went down ot of conerol. lewas seen by AA olservers 1o crash, Marnin
was noLso [ormunate —a Palz shor kine down from above, and he fell in
No-Min's Land nedr Mereren and was killed.

Le %W 8 Martin lell o voin Bamekow, who achieved his chird victory:
while his comrade Lind B Helten was apparently McCloughry s victim —
the firstof 21 for the Australian.

Ihree days lier von Barnckow almost hecame @ vicdm himiself — of
“ricndly fire' from a German ace! Josel Tacobs and his fama 7 piloty were
on 4 moming sortie rom 0845 10
1050 hrs when, sccording o Jacobs:

' picked on one of three SE 35 fly-
ing ar A higher level patrol,. but
immecliately 2 second SE 5 hurtled
dowriar me, As he passed by; @ see
and aircraft, whomn T theught o be a
Frenchmman beciuse of 2 white and
ted rudder, zipped by aswell. T can-
wheelad over and opened up with
my g, and, as | kevelled off, |
immediarely saw that | was ficing
point blank mtoa Pile [ Hlawhich
I recognised to be o fagelsffel 20
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In late April 1918 Lz Werner Hertel
was posted to Saxon Jasts 40,
whare he was tater photographed
with his mechanics and this D lla.
The Pialr displays the unit colours
of a black fuselage, struts and wheel
covers, as well as a white tail unit.
Tha maching does not yei béar any
perzonal insignis on the fusalage,
burt & flare cartridae rack has been
affixed noar the cockpit and an
anemomatar is attached to the port
interplane strut. The wings were
coverad in five-colour printed
camouflage fabric | Courtesy C Minx)

miachine hecause on the side of the luselage there appeared a large lerrer
"B loe Lun van Barngkow, bager in the day | phosed and apologised for
my impudsive action, and was prareful to Jeacn thar his sireraft had not
been seronsly damaged by my machine gun fire

Indeed. vor Barnekow's fulz could nor have been vao badly darmaged,
for heclaimed one of the SEseast of Ypres for his fourth victory.

By early Juiby faste 20 was re-equippityy with Fokker [ Vs On the
[Fth Lin o R Kad Plosth erashed in 2 Pokker, Having surdved this
incident with light injuriey, he wrom:

My concern now only-with a new Fokker, as [ have, despiee grear

enthusiasm, no desire 1o fyan Albamros o a Plale at the Frone

fusta 405

In mid-May 1918 Cad Depelow was tmmsferred from fiosrae 7 o Raoyal
Saxon Jaa 4, also in the 4. Arwer. He wioee

b was sssipned o faee 40, which was then atasmall fleld near Lille, not
far from fusta 7' alrfickd. Tondesd, we often flow togedher during joint
aperations, When | arrived at feae 40 in May 1918, the .‘fﬁg'_'?r"f wWis
equipped with-Alharros [ Vaand Phile D U aircealt. Given the choice,
| selecred the Plale D s~ 3 1ype Thad also fown in fasa 7, The Plale was
a bt 1|ﬂl'|f'!'pu‘- rorod, and it did noc chimb o wellas the Alharros, bucl fele
it was 2 saler arraft,

Farsome time the Allsaeros T3 Va had 2 seroctural probleny with the
lwer wing spar. which had a tendeney to break under stress, causing the
bottom wing to part company with the rest of the aeroplane. Pilors were
still instrucred to aveid gELLIng M 3 very stresstul dive, which bsone of
the hest ways ro save vour own hide when you arc on the losing end of an
aerial combat, Suthice o say, thisdid licde o instll confidence m the
Albarros fighrer acroplanes. So, in my case, | ook the second-race Plale
antel. baving learned its limicarions, made the best of a bad job,”




With the commander Lin d R Dilthey on leave, Diepelow led the Staffel
i his ‘second-rate’ Plalz for the lateer half of MayOne of his wingmen
was Uil Werner Herrel, whio had been posted to the unir in lare April
Fereel also flew a [ 1T, his machine boasnng a beautifil winged dagper
emblem on the black fuselage

O 18 June Degelow achieved his lone Phale victory in fama 40 and
madeace’ withan SE 5 destroyed ar 0930 hs over Vieus Benjuin, His next
vigtory, on 23 June, would be his first of 25 claimed in 4 D VIL The Ssafel
retained a fow Palz and Albarros for awhile, but the unic's aces no doukbi

received Folkers as siomn s possible.

Marine Feld Jagdstaffeln

Along with the army Staffein described already, the land-based naval
atrriren of the first three Muarine Feld Jagduaffeln (MU]) also Hew Phals
fighters on the 4. Armee [ront. The records of MET T, Thand TH provide
ample evidence that both the D 11T and T T were supplicd 1o these
wiits, However, it is difficalt wo ascenain if any of the more nored mival
aces ever achicved many victeries oo the mype.

MF] 1. comnpuinded by Gorthard Sachsenbery, received ins first Pfalz on
5 Oerober 1917 when D 1T 4023717 arrived. Fighr days later, fve more

LY Ls were taken on (s well s oo

Albatros D Vs in exchange for four
older Albarros. 1he unic was never
tully equipped with either the Plalz
31T i T2 1 Ey and neicherwas MU
IT, which would be commanded by
“Theo! Osterkamp: alier March
1918, MFI TIT was formied in June

1418, and is thoughrt o have zone
into combgr larpely equipped wich
the [ [T, although zome Albarmos
were probably also on hand.

ML 11 pilios Flgeme Arsiio Undi-
ener was killed at Sacskerke in Phaly
DI ALGHLT on 28 Janoary 1918,

In this later photograph, Werner
Hertal cavorts for the camers with a
fellow pilot (just out of view, "rding’
the tail section| while his bemused
grovnderew look on. Hertel's
personnl insignia of & besutifully
datailed winged dagger or s\word
is mow in full display on the
fuselage. The method of painting
over and converting the pravious
wing insignia to full-chord late
Balkenkreuse B noteworthy. The
wings were covered in ‘lozenge’
fabric. Again, rear-view mirror and
lare cartridges ere seen. Whils he
scored no victories, Hertel flew in
formation along with Jests 40 sces
such as Degelow, Hermann Gilly,
and Willy Rosenstein. Degelow’s
Jasta 40 Pfalz D llla would have
lonked similar to Hertel’'s machine,
except for his usual white stag
emblem {courtesy C Minx)

The land-based naval pilots of the
Marine Feld Jagdstaffein had more
than a few Pfakz fighters o hand
as wiell, The pliot of this wonderfully
decorated D llla, photographed

at Jabbeke-Snallegem airfield,

is unknown, but it was probahly

& machine of MFJ L. The stripes
mround the cockpit area wars
probably black over silver-grey,
while the aft fuselage markings
may have been black pnd white
The tailplane and slevators wore
almoat certainly yellow, the
tavoured unit colour of the Marine
Staffeln |courtesy E Lambrechil
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A spectacular group of highty
personalised D lila machines from
a naval Jasta is seen in this rare
fne-up photo teken a1 Jabbeks
Sneflegem — sgatn, the unit is likely
MFJ I The dark-painted noses
displayed on some of these Plalz
ware probably yellow, while the sl
of the machine in the foreground
may hawve been yellow and white.
& varlety of individual markings is
in evidence (courtesy E Lambracht]

Lin d R Walter Kypke was
commander of Jasta 4Tw
throughout its existence,

Another bespectacled, yet deadly,
German alrman, Kypke came to

his command with six victories,
and would add three more (at least
ftwio in 2 Pfalz] with his new Siaffel
Here, he proudly dispiays his
Knight's Cross of the Hohenzotlern
House Order on his tunic, along with
hiz Iron Cross and Pilot's Badge

Cn 26 March, a group of four Camels from No 4 Naval Squadron
dived frem 17,000 fr onwm whar they described as a formation of Plalz
fighrers. Flight Commander R M Keimstead (13 vicrorieshand Flr Sub L

Hickey both fired ar various Plale in the doghigh, and were soon joined
by three Belgian Hannon: from the 9me. Fieadrille, flown by br A de
Meulemeeseer, Adjt Baron G Kervwvn de Lemrenhove and Sows Lt Baron G
deMevius. Obflgme | fans Grodhs Plale T T 5923/17 was shor down
and Groth was killed —credin for his face was shared by all three Belgians.

ME) Il commandet “Theo' Chirerkamp and Flemr Eduard Bloay were
apparently in this fight, for Osterkamp claimed 2 Camel for his cighih
success and Blass downied another for the fisst of his [ive victones, The
No 4 Naval Squadron pilows invelved claimed theee Plalz “crashed’ or
‘destroyedd’, bur all these claims refer to Groth, whowas the only casualuy.

Almost exactly one month later, on 25 Apeil, anodher MET T Palz £l

tor the Hanrior pilows of the e Fwmadrille. Flegobme Bruno Feitniann
was killed in Phalz 13 11a 5942/ 17, shot down by Kervyn de Leenhove
and G de Mevius a1 Boisshoucke. Unforunately, liule else concerning

the naval Plalz pilows can be ascertained.

Jasta ATw

The tale of Roval Whirtemberg Jaota 47 is typical of many struggling
units of the Amerikaprogramm, The Staffel was formed in late December
1917, and on the 26dh leli FEA 10 ar Bablingen for s first station in
Flanders, ar Harlebele, in the 4. Armeee. The unic was forcunase o receive
a full complement of 20 PRalz 13 1l fightess, serials 3902 through
92117, The Staffel was alvo lucky in the choice of its firs, and only,
commander; Lin o R Waltee Kypke - anaccomplished fagdfieger,

Born on 22 Seprember 1892 in Steerin, Kyphe had volunteered for Na 3
Magdeburg lnfianterse Repr 66 at the cutser of the war, [He obiained leive to
take pilot’s rraining a5 carly-as Ocrober 1914, After 2 constderable coining
regimen Kypke went w the frontin Mebkeruaffel Falbenbasen in Armee
Abteifung A, By the time thay wsit wis modificd inoo the new Jusa 140
Seprember 1916, he already had his firse vicwy, and wonld gain valuable
cxperence under the stem guidance of Oble Rudolf Berthold. Posted 1o
Jasa 41 in August 1917, Kypke had soon added four more o his wally whils:

serving with the unir.,




His first command was Kewr 5, beimg appointed its leader in early
Movember 1917, Kyphe giined an additenal vicrory there belore taking
conimand of femi47w. Hewas allowed to bemy along four experiencesd
pilis Frsinn Kt 5 to form thie sucleis of his new Staffel, one of these being
Viw Friedrich Ehmann, who would gain eight vicrories under Kyphe's
rurclage, Two ol the dther cx-Kes Fairmen were st transferred back
their previows unit. and the rest of the Suffid airmicn were green “kids’
fresh fromcthe fasascfulen

Befare the Seaffel could really ger its feer wet, it lost one of the rwo
remaining experienced pilors, Viw Schille crushed badly From 5t meures
ax he was wsting Phalz D Ta 5904417, "as & resule of mishiring of the
engine, aceording to the war diary (rranslated by 8 T Lawsan), On
9 March the unit redocared o Bevren, where it joined faras 7, 28w and 51
i fapmgragpe G

First blood for the new Seaffe went to Ehrsoreon the § Lth when he
downed a Sopwith southwest of Zonneheke - iowas dast seen diving
awaEy ~,||_:|u|_-Li_||IE badhe: On 17 March the fiusse tally rose w diree when
Ehmiann claimed & “DH §' (sic) near Moorstede wnd Gelr Gebharde was
credired with a Sapwith ncar Staden, The very next day Ehminn scored

again, A massed formanion of pwelve Nieuporr 275 of No 29 Syn were met

by ten German Rghters from festas 47 and 51 southwese of Roulers. Josef

Jacohs wils a witness:
“We went out again at 1150 hrs, at which ame rwo Plalz of Justa 47
caught 3 Camel fsic) sbove our ficld. The Englishman spun i,
straightened our and again spun dovwnwards and., acabour 1200 metres
altitude, rolled over and went down low behind the houses at Rumbelee,
clear to the grouril. There bie zoomed up and disappeared behind the
trees. The Plale linally nailed him, and he crasbied in a meadow
Elunann'sopponentwas Lt LA Edens; who died when his Nieuport 27
BAEAG '-:tplmlni' neur Hooglede, fissez 51 alsn aeeounted for anocher
No 29 Sgn airceaft. The REC pilots claimed ar least five Phile scouls
downed, bur no German airmen vr aircraft were lost in the engagement
On 29 March the fusta was moved south to take up tesidenceat Faghes
in the 6. Armee. It would serve first in JgGrp 7 and nexrin Jglp 3 s the
figheen Seaffeln were shifreed about o provide assistance for the Lys
Offensive. Here, fada 47w sus-
rained its mosz successful strerch of
the war. Mo less than three viciores
were ‘achieved on 12 April. Firse
Ehmiinn rididled 2 Camel near Frel-
ingham at 1020 hrs for has lodrth
ally and lm Haevernik Flled
annother "-r1|1with 30 minutes larer.
One of these was flown w1 A C
Dican, whose No 43 Sgn Camel suf-
fered a hie to the engine. forcing
him down — he sustained a hroken
noscand was taken Po'W, The fesma
war diary reported:
1i the course of the violent air
battle Lhmann g some his in tie

Although this blemizhed
photograph has been captioned

a% showing pilots of Jasta 47w, the
author believes it to actually depict
alrmen of Kest 5. Several of these
pilots would soon transfer to the
newly formed Jasta 47w, According
to the ariginal caption, temtatively
identificd as seated in the front row,
from left to right, are Ltin d R Franz
Piechulek, Ltn d B Walter Kypke and
Wziw Heidfeld. In the back row are
o dimly seen Gefr Schille, Vzhw Fritz
von Puttkamer, possibly Uiz Faukl,
Offz Stv Bansmer and an aimost
invisible Yztw Friedrich Ehmsann at
extreme right. Kypke would shortly
take command of Staffed 47w, and
hi would bring slong Bansmer,
Haidield, Ehmann and Schille to
form the experienced nuclews of his
new Jasta, Bansmar and Heldfeld
soon returmed to Kest 5, however,
and Schille was seversly injured in
a crash on 9 February. Ehmann
would stay on to become the star
of the Jasta with eight confirmed
daims (HAC/LUTDY
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radiaror and had to make an emergency landing pear Frehlingen, in
the fromilines, during which the aircraft olled over and was heavily
damaged.’

Fimally, om the 12th Kypke was credived wichian RE 8 south of Estaires.
Thils wiss likely C4555 of Mo 4 Sqn, and tes observer, 2Lr I3 Henderson
was woimded in the leg bur made it home safely. Five days later
Hagvernik browghe down anether RIS 8, and on the 20ch Gebhadt
srained his second Laftsiog withan SE 5 west of Vieus Berquin,

21 April - the day Richthofen fell - was alwy 4 momeiious date for
Friedrch Ehmann, He was credired with his fikh viciory at 1625 his
German time. Many historians teel thar Ehmann’s opponent was Camel
D63 19, which was Hown by nope other than No 203 Sgo's renowned
Capr Hoberr A Lietle.

The ranking Australian ace reported thar be shot a Philz scout down
‘out of conrrol’ mear Views Berquin ar 1500 hes Bricish time {one hour
behind Germian tme), then was jumped by another figheer and had his
erwain spar holed and conrrols shiot ap —he modea forced landing south of
Hazebrouck, behind Allied lies. The Plalz pilor he shor down for his
Fdrh victory was likely Viw Lrich Kauffmann of S 47w, whio was badly
winmnded and died the following day.

The unit's sting of successes had ended, and misloriune ensued. On
25 Apnl Phalz D 1Ha 8015/17 was desmoyed when L Kaser made 2
lorced landing. Lo d R Determeyer sufferad severe back: injurics on
2 May when his D Il 8338/ 17 was shot down by 5E 5 pilot Capt HA
Righy of No | Sgn. Two days later the Stfef moved to Lommc airficld,
near Lille: On 11 May, the Philz nemesis “Mick” Mannock of No 74 Sqn
pounced on 13 11 5916/17 aver Dewlensont on the Lys and shot it ou of
the sky in fames ar 1835 hrs. The unformunare pilar was newly acrived Lin
d R Ouir Aeckere, aneophyte whio died one day before his 24h hinhday,
Mannock deseribed his viedm as o 'Plals single searer. Coloured silver amd
black, with red nosc’,

Further tragedy hefell the Jamiz on 18 Miy when an intense hombing
vaid by No 206 Sqn soruck Lomme. Plake D T11a 1259018 wus destroved,
three athers damaged and rhree mechanics were wounded, Foue davs larer
the ..T!d_ﬁ?&f lovit Lin Breuer when he was wonnded, prabably by rthe
irrepressible “Taffy' Jones of No 74 Sqn. On 25 May Kypke initiated a
reversal of formanes when he downed an RE 8 ar Beythen for his cighth
success, and daimed an unconfirmed Dalphin three days larer. Also on
the 28ch, Ehmann successfully sent an SE 5 down smoking badly ar
WVlamertinghe for hissisth rriumph.

By 6 June the fasti was at Lieramont o the 2. Armee: Two days biter,
veranother now pilot was killed when Lin d R Erlewein’s Plake I [TTawas
shot down by British fightcrs. On 9 July fasta 47w was wansferred south
1o the 3. Armve amad wits then part of fezderuppe 9. Lin Kyple's ninch, and
final victery (a SPAD VII), came on 16 July.

Tr i nior known exactly when the unicatrained irs firss D Vils, bursome
were on haid by AuppsfSeptember. Fhmann also survived the war
credited with cight victorics  perhaps seven scored on a Plalz, He was the
Inst Jagdfiieger of the war to be awarded che Gold Milirary Meric Medal,
receiving it on 14 Corober 19148 Thar same d.-ly Kypke receved the
Wiirmembierg Friedrich Order, he too being the kst fighter pilot o dioso,




The Staffelfiihrer of Jagdstaffsl 52
froom its inception until 10 August
1918 wirs Lin d R Paul Billik, one
of the least known of all the high-
scoring German aces. Having
learned hia trade under the skilful
teaching of Adolf von Tutschek in
Jasta 12 and Josaf Jacobs in Jasta
7, Billik lod Staffel 52 with great
success. He and his pilots made
optimum use of their Pfalz D Ma
machines sgainst some of the best
RAF fighter squadrons. Billik scored
the last 22 of his 31 victories in
Jasta 52 before he was taken PoW
on 10 August. Rather unjustly, his
captivity denied him a well-earned
‘Blue Max’

Jasta 32

One Amerdbaprograrmm unic thar did quice well with die Phalz 13 [z was
fasta 52, proudly known as the Sefmarsen Staffel’ (the black sijuadron ).
This unit wis formed ar FEA 7 in Braunschweip, and it went inoo combat
cquipped endrely with the Plalz D llla. ls commander was the
formidable Len d R Paul Billik. who then had eight victories,

Rillik was bom in Haaesch, i Silesia, on 27 March 1891 Having
secved in Tnfanterie Regiment 157, he transforred o the Flfegermppe in
May 1916. Billik was posted 1o Schursmaffel 4 in January 1917, and Hew
rwo-searers, with that unir through March. His fise fighier pilot
experience came in s 12, where be bearnt his irade under the masteeful
cxample of Adolf von Tueschek, scoring four vicrories in three months:
O 4 July Billik was posted o Jasta 7, and became one of Tosel Jacobs”
maost valued pilors. He would follow [acobs’ cxample of agoressive
leadership in the dir — and the black colour scheme for his unic's sircrafr —
when he ook over Jaste 52,

O 7 February 1915 che "Black Swaffe moved to Bersée aitficldin che
. Armee. ''he Brse ovent of nore accurred on 6 March 1918, when Getr
Walther Conderer was killed im Phabe T3 ITTa 4236/ 17 northwes of Leas
at 1525 hrs. He fell o the guns of No 40 S5qo's Capr R} Tipron, and his
[ 1la was piven the British number ‘G 1467, Three days later fama 52
agmin rangled warh No 40 Sqn, Billik downing ooe SE at Malmaison ac
1704 hrs and anenber six mnuees farer over Novelles. No 40 Sqn lost its
CO, Maj L A Tilney, killed (probably by Billik), had 10 O Ta T Foster
taken PoW and Capt Tipton wonnded. Tn exchange, however, faire 525
Lin o T Wissesi also died.

(O 28 March Billik again achieved @ double, One of his opponentswas
probably e C M Fetz of No 2 8qn AFC, who was taken Po'W when his
Sepwith came down southeas of Arrac. On 7 April Billik cdumphed over
yet another Camel for his | 3ch vicrory.

Another firta 52 ace was Viw Hermann Juhnbe, born on 7 April 1893
in Laurenberg. Belore the war he had served in Lufachiffer-Barmailon
MNe L, then tansferred o heavier-than-air aviation n July 1915,
Following his flight srming he joined FL Al (A) 238 and flew with this
uritt for 2 year (and eaned the Golden Military Merir Cross), then went
to fustuseirede L on 30 Avgust [917, juhnke's first hghrer umizwas fare 41,
after which he flew with Kesz 5, before being posted o fasie 52 on
4 March 1918, (On 2 May, under Billik's leadership, he scored his first
victory when he downed the Camel of 21 H O Hickey of No 46 Sqn,
which fell near Locon.

Billik apparently kiew how o maximise the limited potential of the
Pfalz D 1lla. and no doubr taughe hiz pilots o do the same. On 3 May
Billik got his third ‘double’, clammg o Camel at TRO0 hes and & Dholphin
anly 30 minutes later. His second vicrim was Cape G Chadwick, who
came down wounded behind the German Tines north of Ta Basde — the
first Diolphin casualey for Wo 19 Sgo. Billik wis oo e hot sieak, for si
days lager he shot dowira No 2 bqn Armiserong-Whirworth FK 8 in flames
ar Meuve Chapelle to bring his rotal o 16

May provided other spporiunities foe pilois w clgin their inidal
victimw, foron the 17th Lun d B Wilkelm Saint Mont and Gofr Marar
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Schumm both received crediu for SEs. Just before 10435 hrs; fasra 52 was

attacked by "C” Flight from dhe renowned No 74 Sgn. ‘Tally" Jones
relared how Lo L M "Nicky” Nixon had ralked his way into going on his
First flight over the lines with Flight Commander Cape W ] Ciirnes, and
Ternes fent Wixon his Bvenrite aircmaft and promised to keep an eve on the
rookic. Ower the lines the SEs dived on the fasa 52 formarion.

“The encmics were Plalz scours, well-flown and quite aggressive”, wrote
Jones. The Welsh aee fired a fow bursts ar a lone D I and dien zoomed
upr oo Jet Nison huve ashovar i, "When | had Anished my zoom and had
steadicd myself ro look for Nicky on the Hun's tail, T saw o my hoeror
yuite the reverse picture. The Flun was pumping lead intn Nicky, who
was diving in a straight line away from him. Before | could help, my desr
old machine with my mascor and poor old Micky was enveloped in
Names. Why-have we no parachures, for God's sake?’ Nixon was the fiese
of Schumm’s four victims.

Twordays lacer Billik accounced for noted Beitish ace Maj A D Carrer
DRE and Bar. A patrol of 13 Diolphins from Mo 19 Sqn bad dived ona
group of nite fieige 52 Plale which were escorring a pair of owo-seaters.,
Flight Commander Carter went for the two-deaters, bur for some reason
his Dalphin was seen to drop away. Swifdy Billik and 2 comrade swooped
on the 28-victory Canadian and broughe him down at 1110 hus wo spend
the remainder of the war in & PoW camp. On 28 May Billik flamed an
SE 5 lrom Mo 64 Sqn over | ocon to bring his scare to ! 8,

Joesta 32 miet their old foes from No 74 Sqn; led by “Mick' Mannock;
agmnon | june. "l affy’ Jones recalled;

The fight with Mick in the afternoon surned out o be the hotrest
dogfight I've been in for 2 few days. Mick led “A” and “C” Flighes onto
sven Plalz Scouts, camouflaged dark, with white mils. It was doudless
where we lought over Estifres, berweon 4.25 and 4.35 pm ac 13,000 fi.
For ten minutes the ten SEs engaged the seven Plaly, and when the baile
ended one encmy had gone down in flames, one had crashed and one had
gone out of control — all vo Mick's guns — while we lud lose our Righr
commander (the five-victory ace W] Cairnes). A determined Pfalz got o
within 25 yards of him and gave him the gun. His nghr wing was
suddenly seent o hreak up, the nose of his SE dipped viciously, rhen
downwards he spun at 2 wecrific mee.'

The ‘derermined Phalz’ was flown by Billik; whe was lightlh- wounded
i thisserap bur retumed safely and remained ar the frong farer 52 lost
Wilhelm Sainc Monr o Mannock’™s deadly aim, the German jurnping
fram his Baming Pz with a parachute but it wree and he fell to his dearh.
There were nis ether German casualties.

On 5 Junc the Skgffedjoined with fasta 2240 an artack on Bristols from
Mo 20 5qn thar were on a bombing raid w Armentieres, Two | 2Hs from:
the rear of the formation were broughe down and caprured. They were
credited o Juhnke (his thisd) and w VA Paol Keimann, bur the lawer
pilor collided with one of the Bristols in the fighe and cmshed frally.
Nineteen days later Billik overcame another Bristol (from No 62 Sgn) for
his significant 20th victory, putting him in line for the Panr e Mérire,

Fvidence mdicates that fusta 52 finally obained [ VTls — and some
Fokker Dir Bi— in fate June orearly Juby, Billik would receive his overdue
Iokenzollern’ on 25 July. He browghs his toml to an impressive 31 on




Wiw Karl Pech strikes a jaunty posa
with his Jasts 28 Pfalz D flla. Like
other aircraft of Staffel 29 at this
period, this D iz was probably
painted dark grean on all
uppersurfaces of the fuselage, tail,
andd wings — the spinner and cowling
‘ring” pust aft of it may have been
yellow, which was part of the Jasis
markings recorded later in 1918,

It will be noted that two blacki?]
siripes appear on the silbergrau
underside of the fuselage. The lower
wing obscures an unidentifiable
white persanal marking on the
fuzelage. In the spring of 1918 Pech
claimed ning opponents in 8 rapid-
firm victory streak which came to an
-abrupt end on 19 May, On that day
his Pfalz collided with SE Ga 03947
of Capt Hugh G White of No 29 Sgn
and Pech was killed when the right
wing of his machineg tore away
[courtesy M Thiemeyer)

9 Awruar, but the following day his 12 V11 tame down due to engine
wrotible and he was caprired. Tnoan unjust twisy of fare, Billik's ciprvige
wanihd prevent his award of the “Blue Max',

Jasta 29

Anather 6. Arwee unic thar Aew the Plalz [ 111 and 1 Ml was fame 29,
which would serve in_fagdgmppe 7 along withe Staffeds 30 and 52, e 29
meibised @ lange percentage of Plalz, but flew some: Albaroos fighvers ar che
suinie gme, In mid-Diecember 1917 fasta 29 was stationed ar Bellimchamps
airficld, and on the 28th Viw Mix Brandenburg was browsht down by Bak
nesir e Translov w be taken prisoner in Phaly 1 11 4020017, The Py wis
given the British code "G |16, and had the rear huselinge and uppersarfaces
of both wings painted dark green, while the undersides remained silver,

Juestie 297 leading lighe av this dme was its commander, Oble Harahd
Aulfarth, whe would survive the war with 29 successful chinms. He may
well have Aown Pale Bighiers o achieve some of his seven of so victories
trom Novembet 1917 throush March 1918,

Karl Pech definirely did fly a Palz T Ta to dowt some — il not all —of
his nine opponens claimed in s meteoric biiee beeween March and May
1918: Born in Sendav on 9 Diccember 1894, Pech came from flastascinele T
o the .'_'"..'.-Ji‘ff'fon 18 lanuary 1918 as a lowly theger, He wasted loke dme
in proving his mettle, clatming 2 DH 4 on 13 March, and was soon
promaoted w unteroffizicr. Pech followed this'up with a Camel on the
27th and another victory on 22 April and more G in rapid succession.

(3n rhe evening of T1 May he atmined his sivih success when fume 29
attucked & lormation of No 4 Sqn AVC Camels thar were cscorting 2
bombing raid on Armenrigres, Pech shor down the Sopwith of Lo C Bay,
‘whose machme fell in (Lumes from a lizece duel’ according ro the officsal
Australian history. O 18 May Poch subrracred a pair of Camels from the
inventoryof No 210 Sqn, and earned a promation w vizefeldwebed.

The next day Pech was one of nine fasta 29 pilots thar encouneersd
eight SE 35 from No 29 Sqn, led by 20-year-old Flight Communder
Capr Hugh G White. Tn Lirer years White wiote wo Mo Franks;

“I'he inaident ocourred when we were shootng up a line of observation
halliwsns, and chuc having seen the nine enemy Plalz sconrsapproaching

from dhove and my dhaps having

failed to react o my focall red Very
Light signal, | decided ro engage the
nine in the hope ol keeplog them
occupicd untl the rest of theforma-
rion fellowed on prd jomed m.”

Whire's €03, Maj Dixan, picks
up the rales

‘Capr White was lefr alones He
dived on one of the EA (Pech's
I¥ Hlay-and fired about 100 rounds

ar very close tanpe. The EA soomed

toy the lelt and its top plane caught
the leading edpe of Capr Whire's

machine. caiing the EA 1o um a
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carrwiecel over his {Whiee's) machine. The shodk of the tollision fiung Capr
White forward onm the gun mounring and sopped his engine. The EA
went dow in s dive and Capt White — expecting his maching to break up ar
any moment— dived after in frogabout 100 rounds. The mght wing of the
EA Fell off, and it went down complierely our of control. Cipt White then
trnied round and headed west to endeonr o cross the lines.

e was followed back by five EA seouts For sume distance. Capr Whire
managed o keep his machine fazrly straighe by purting on hard 1eft bank,
beft sudder and leaning over the side of the cockpit. Nearthe groand, the
machine became uncontrotlable ad crashed on landing near Fecke.”

White survived the crash to be credited with che I [a for his sevench
victory. He was posted home three davs later for s well-déserved tese. Pech
wik not as luckys and is buried in the Lambersan Germun cemetery.

Sfasta 30

Adonp with fasea 10 oF JG 1 _fizwr 30 is often considered the quintescential
Phalz Sarffel. Unlike other nomadic units, Jaga 30 remained ar Phalempin
airfield in the 6. Arsvee for nearly its entire combaccareer, By the time the
firse Phake I3 111 was delivered ro the fase in Ocrober 1917, the unir had
amassed a respectable 30 victories, and established o provd egprerde carpe,
From October 1917 duough w February 1918, a mix of Phde and
Albarros I Y muchines was Hown, but from Febroare o July 1918 the
Seffel was solely equipped with the [ [T

The Seaffeifiitrer for the anic's Arst 14 months was the respected Ohle
Huns Bethge. Borm in Bedin on 6 December 1890, he enlisied a5 4
fahnenjunker in Efenbalmregiment 1 in Berdin-Schincherg and was
commissioned in 1912, After considerable service and o wound sustained
an the Western Front, Berhge transformed o aviadon, He few with the
famous bomber unic code-named Bricfanben-Abteifung Cstends (carmcr
pigeon unir Ostende} and its successor formation Kimpfeercheader 1.

Bethype was then posted 1o the single-scater unit Kawspfinsiteerseaflel B
{for Bertincowrt) an 4 Auguse 1976 and few Fokker Findeckers wich char
group. He becamie a charrer member of fugra 1 on 22 August, and scored
his first. three victones there, Berhge was then assigned to take over the
newly-formed feste 30 in Jasttry 1917, aml he duly led the unit capably
and was a sready, if not spectacular, scorer. By the time the ficse Phalz

PRURREAT TNAENPRRTIRAEY - IREIIEIO Y

Twenty-seven-year-old Oblt Hans
Bethge led Jasta 30 for 14 months
after its creation in January 1517,
and attained 17 of his 20 victores
with the unit. Jasts 30 was hased

at Phalempin airfield for a lengthy
period, and Bethge fostered & strong
pride within the Staffel by the décor
of its aircraft — and its hangars! The
wooden hangsrs and the unit's ‘ready
shack’ were sdored with the rudders
of downed Allied aircraft that served
a5 eolourful wind vanes, Here,
Bethge poses on top of one of the
hangers with a SPAD VI rudder.
Just bayond him is the rudder from
FE B A4887, flown by 2Lt PC S
Longan of No 42 Sqgn. Bethge

shot down this FE 8 northeast of
Warneton an 1 June 1917 for his
seventh clalm — O'Longan was killed
(A hmiriel

Pilots of Jasts 30 relax &t their
stylish ‘readiness hut" at Phalompin,
in a view which emphasises the
esprit de corps of this unit. Ohit
Bethge is fifth from left, with an
open book and a white scarf eround
his neck. Note the wind vane rudder
on the roof — this came from

FE 2d AG446 of No 20 Sqn RFC, This
machine had been shot down by
Jasta 30 ace Ltn Joachim von
Bertrab on 15 May 1917 for his

fifth victory, and the crew of 2Lt

E J Grout and 2AM A R Tyrell ware
both taken PoW |4 Imrisi




Pfalz D s 5963/17 was the mount
of Dbl Hans-Joachim Buddecke
during his brief stay with Jasta 30
in February 1918. Buddacke was

a celebrated Pour le Mearite winnor
whao had first gained notoriety whan
he sorved as a Fokker Eindecker
pilot over the Dardaneiles, on the
Turkish front. He had returned to
the Wesigrn Front from his second
tour of duty in Turkey in February
1918 = ha may have been in some
disgrace at this paint, a4 he had
earnad notoriety of a different sort
gz &n addicted gambler in Turkay,
Buddeckes gained his 13th, and final,
victory in Jasfs 20 on 19 February
when he was credited with a Camel.
The ace’s Pfalz displayed only &
stylised personal insignia {intended
a% & hearl?| painted around the
national inzsignis on the fuselage,
and did not as yet show the unit's
famed diamond emblem

It was 8 cold winter's day at
Phalampin when these Jasta 30
pilots wore photographed with a
Pialz D lila [possibly 4203/17). They
are, from left to right, Ltn d R Hans
Halthusen {four victories), Lin von
der Marwitz, Obft Bethge {facing
camaera, hands in pockets), possibly
Ltn Karl Weltz and Ltn Rudalf
Freiharr von der Horst (facing
camera). The warmly clothed
grounderew appear to be working
on the Mercedes engine of the
Plalz (A frrwrie)

arrivied ar Phalenpin in Octaber his
tally st ar 17,

Bethee's pilors achiéved 4 notable
double vicrory on 3 Jatwery. when
they jumped 2 stoup of Camels fram

B and ‘" Flighs of the famed Mo
10 Nayal Squadron, conspicuss in
thiedr beighaly striped cowlings, The
Sopwiths weee armacking 4 Germn
rwe-seater when fieenr 30 carne o the
rescue. Vi Hans Obedindor 'mads
ace’ when he forced down Fle Sub-1
Bearric in Camel N6531, wounding

him in the ankle. Bearrie sar ourthe
vest of thie waras a Po. Fli Sub-Li
Booth was not so locky, a5 he was
killed by Ufle Emil Lichert. Ironi-
cally Licherr was o perish Jater that
same day when his airerali seeuck o German balloon cable,

bt Hans- Joachiny Buddecke was o highly decotarcd ace who brietly
passed through the ranks ol fua 30. A famous name from the heady days
of the “Fokker Scourge’, Buddecke scored his ininial victonin B BL Abt
2300 25 Oceober 1915, In Degember he was transferred to T urkey, where
his exploitsasa Fokker Flregerearned him only the chird Porr e Merizever
awarded w0 an arman: Buddecke rerned o the Western Yrono o
command fustie 4 in Auguse 1916, then was trinsterred back o Turkey,
whete he scored twice miore o 30 March 1917, In February 1913
Buddecke arnce again returned © France, and was assigned w0 faii 30,

O 19 Echruary, Berhge et his Jasaa 30 Phale pilots into a serap with
Canncls from No 80:Sqn nonheast of Lens ar 1405 hs —rhe REC unit had
only arrived i France about thiee weeks earier. Bethge, Buddeckeand Lin
Hans-Georg von der Marwire all achisved confirmed . claims over the
Sopwith rookics, twn Camels being destroyed and a third pilor wounded,
although he made it back across the lines. Irwas the 19th vicwory for Dethge,
the third for von der Marwitz and the 13th (and lase) for Buddecke:

U8 March Boddecke's old [nend Rudolf Berthold asked him o
cransfer to his farnr 18 and help lead e, as Berrhaold was sill in - rocovery
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Evantually the Pfalz D lllas of Jasta
30 would all boast the Siaffel’s
unicua Back-bordered orange
dinmond marking. This was applied
to both sides of the fuselage. bath
surfaces of the tailplana/slavator
and to the centre section of the

top wing as well. Seen here is

D Ma £203/17 flown by Ltn Hans-
Georg von der Marwitz, who would
dawn 14 or 16 oppanents and rise
to command of the Jasta. Von der
Marwitz personalised his Plalz

by hawing the orange unit colour
extended to the fin and rudder, as
well as to the dismond thal graced
the horizantal tall surfaces. This
photograph was probably taken at
Phalempin soma time prior to the
intreduction of Balkenkrewz insignia
in late March 1918

An unidentified Jasta 30 pilot plays
with his dog in front of a highly
decorated Pfalz D Hlla at Phalempin
in February 1978, A voriety of stripe
patiems and colours were employed
as porsonal insignia on Jasta 30
Pfalz, but they were not allowed to
interfere with the orange diamond
Sraffel marking (A fmris)

from a severe wound o his tight arm. Two davs later Biddecke was killed

in combatwith Camiels from Mo 3 Naval Squadeon,

The othervictor on 19 Fehnmry was the tall and anstocratic Hans Georg
von der Marwiez, the scion of an old and respectedd fimily. Born in Othlau,
Silesia, on 7 Augusr | 893, he was the son of Genera! der Ruvullerr Geury
von der Marwite, the commminder-in-chiel of the entire German 2. Armee.

Initially a cavaleyman like his luther, HaneGeorg first served in
UHlaners Regr N1 16: In 1915-16 he wasa member of fafinterde Hepr Nr 13
and |ater 16, transferning o the Fliegerouppe in March. Fle flew with
K 5 and then Selmesr 10, downing a Farman whilst Bying with the
larter umir for s firse vicrory. Von der Marwice wained asa Gghier piliog
b March anid was posted o fame 30on 18 April 1917, Less than a month
larer he corched & balloon west ol Dixmude for his sécond kill, bur then
had a long dry strorch. A Camel datmed on 22 January went instead 1o a
fusti 26 pilot, but he Anally garmered his chird against No 80 Sqn.

10 March saw the Seaffelfidrer down his 2ich, and Fnal, opponenr—
4 [H 4 from No 18 Sgn thar was shocdown at Allennes ac 1210 hes. This
victory broughe Bethpe a proposal for the "Bhae M, S days lager von der
Marwitz, his drv spell clearly broken, gined has foarth with an FK 8.

0 17 March Berhgeand five fiae 30 alemen attacked s group of No 57
Squ DH ds thae had juse bombed Linselles, Bethge wene for che de
I avilland piloeed by the veteran Capt A Roulbstone, with observer 200 W
Venmaore, The RI'C pilor pulled his DH 4 o an Tmmelmans andd wirned
the tables an his foe, purmping S0 munds into thie Plalz before his Vickers

jamimied. Rouwlstone then  skalfullye

| swung the big bomber arund,
allowing his observer w send 150
e bullety into the Bghrer, which
went down trailing o dense doud ol
smoke, Berhpe was killed in Pfale
[ M S8B8 7, his death precluding
the award of the Por le Mérite

On 30 March the Seaffef suffered
another caspalty when T Mar-
czinke was wken PoW in Phle
D Ml 8278118, avictim of flak. Vion
der Marwhiz st have improved
the monle of the fisty on 12 Aprl

when he shor down a brce of the




vaunred Sopwith Camels: At 0830 his he destroyed & maching of No 54
Sqn, klling LL | R Sandford. Three hoors Later he added Camel TR0 of
No 73 Squ. ending rhe life of 2Ly M F Korslind, Four days lster von der
Marwire took command of the fara, Yer another Camnel fell mo the noble-
man s guns oo 16 May when L W E Cowan of No 208 Sqn was forcsd
dewn at Lorgics.

May was an eventful month for the rest of dhe St as well
Oberlinder desteoyed 2 No 40 Sqn SE 5 on the 20th for his sivth score,

but was wounded three days later and lefe the onir, Hans Holthusen

& busy day at Phatempin finds a
pilot cavorling with his caning friend
s thres well-decorated Pfalz have
been set up in fying positions on
trasties. The D Hla at right boasis a
coloured fin a5 8 parsonal amblem,
while the other two display striped
markings; Onee again the unigue
wind vanes on the hangar roof may
be noted, with the rudder from FE 8
ALRET |Bethge's seventh victim)
showing up prominently
|Katzenstein aibum/A Imris|

A group of happy Jasfa 30 pilots
cluster about one of their D ila
fighters on Phalempin. They are,
from lett to right, LIz Josef Funk

{3 victories), Ltn Erich Kaus, Lind R
Reinhald Maiar (2}, Lin Hans Eggers.
Lin d R Hans Oberlandar (6], Lin
Ewald Siempelkamp {OzbV, with
arms akimbo and dark trousers),
Ltn von der Marwits |with back to
camera, holding up walking stick]
and a lttle-known pilot named Lin
Konlg, The Pistz had five-colour
printed fabric an the wings and
tailplane, and on the orginzl

photo the orange diamond emblam
can just be made out on thess
components. The unknown pilot's
parsonal marking consisted of the
slightly slanted dark stripes painted
on the otherwise silver-grey
fuselage. The method of converting
the wing crosses to the current form
of Bailkerkrews may be noted

(4 trie)

RAF pilot Lt W E Cowan of No 208
Sqn {left} seems quite relisved and
happy to pose with his captor, Ltn
Hans-Georg von der Marwitz. Now
the commander of Jasta 30 after
Bathge's death, von der Manafits
shot down Cowan's Camel DS540
near Lorgies al 0740 hrs on 16 May
1918. The D llia in the background
was the mechine von der Marwitz
flew as Staffeliihrer, and sccording
to two sources it was apparently
painted in @ dark “wine red’ or
burgundy colour over the fuselage
and upper wing surfaces. The
spinner and metal cowiing panals
wore left unpainted - note the
unusual windsereen. The Staffal
embiem of the orange dismond aen
just be seen bahind von der Marwiis
[iformation and phato A ko
additional info M Thismeryer!
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Thiz vlew of Jasta 30 pilot Ltn Erich
Kaus provides a fine look st the
Staffol marking as applied to his
Piakz. D Wa. Kaus was posied to the
unit from Armee Flug Park 6 on 2
December 1917, and flew with Jesta
30 until he was wounded in combat
with SE 55 on 31 May 1918, While
other pilots had trouble recavering
from a flat spin in & Platz, Kous
apparently did not. When
interviewed by Alax Imrie, he stated
that he personally liked the Pialz

D itia very much, and that his
favourite method of losing height
was 10 spln dawn aver the airfield
(A Fmriel

Plaiz D lita B233/17 bore a besutifully
striped fuselage in eddition 1o

thie Staffel diamond insignia.

When photographed here with
Baikenkreuz insignta, this Plalz

was the machine of Lin Erich Kaus.
Howaver, thers is circumstantisl
avidance that this machine was
previously fiown by Staffelfifrer
Hans Bathge, when it would have
displayed iron cross markings.

In Jasta 30 pilot Otto Fuchs
fictionalised account of the unit,

the Bethge character ks described as
having an aircralt with longitudinal
grey and white stripes, like a 'fiying
trout’. Some historians have opined,
tharofore, that Bethge must alsa
have ficwn this Pfalz D lita al one
time. Bethge was killed flying Pialz
SEBE/17, thus 8223/17 might then
have been passed on to Kaus. This
machine had five-colour printed
camoufiage fabric on the wings,

and the Jezts marking can ba seen
on the fuselage, tail and upper wing
centre saction. Mote the rack of flare
cartridges next to the cockpit and
the ASI on the starboard strut

(A tmris)

Lin Kaus' spectacularly decorated
D Hla BZ33/17 continues to undergo
maintenance at Phalempin, The
wihesl hubs may have been covered
with "lozenge’ fabirc, then thinly
overpainted in the field

1A Imwie)

achieved the first ol s two vicrorices on the 215, bue Vi Schiehler wis
killed in his Pfalz on the 2¥th. Four days larer Lin Evich Kais ws also
wiolided.

On 9 June fustt 31 was again victorious over No 210 Sqn Camels as
vty dher Marwitz led his Pile pilots into 2 serap over Ploegsitrect Wond,

Le Mareden bicame rhe sccond airman fam his squadron to be wken




prissier by the Staffelfiibrer, and L d R Kurt Katzenstein lorced down
Lt Breckenbridye for his sole victory. Karzenstein survived the conflictto
hecome a respecred aerobatic and racing pilot in the interwar years.
Tu{,';cd}rr with anuther Jewizh cx-fighter pilot, Anton Tont' Raub of fusta
40, he founded an airemfr manuficiuring enrerprise known as Raab-
Katzenstein Flugzeugwerke GmbH in 1925, which had rwo asspciated
fying schoals, Miue to the rising anfi-femitsm i Germany, bsoch Raab
and Kamenstein left the country in 193 L

At some time around July 1918 fasta 30 said farewell vois faichful Thale
rirachines as D Vs starved o arrive. Vou dee Marwin was wounded on
17 June, bus resurned on | Angust to command the unit to war'send — by
then he hiad 14 or 15 victories. Von der Marwitz would subsequently be
killed inva fiery sircraft crash on 12 May 1925,

Sasta2ls

fazdstaffe! 21 had achicved an enviable repumation on the French Fromi
under the leadership of the Davirman ace Eduard Schleich. By lare
Oicrober 1917 — abowr the time when the first Plle beyggan woaerive — the
Sraffel had amassed an impresive ol of 59 victories, Besides Schleich,
ane of is top aces was Lin d R Emil Thuy with a score of 15— on 29
Seprember he lefi 1o command fasta 28, On 21 Ocrober Schleich was
unceremoniousty relieved of his office and sent to command the Bavarian
Jassa 32. His place was taken by Oblr Oskar Freiherr von Boenigk, whoe
bad Aown the Pale D 1T in fara 4.

Fronically, on 25 Ocrober fiita 21 was desigrated 2 Saxon unit, but it
recained its provd unit marking of two fuselage suipes in Prussian black
and whire m war's end,

It is helieved dhat the Jarte introduced the use of die Phalz in the
5. Armee, but the unit probably pever had 4 lull complement ol T) Hlsor
D illas. One Male flier was the halloon buseer' 1im d R Frie Hahn, A
narive of Wiesbaden, the 21-yeur-old Hohn had served in the eliee 7th
Guards Infanery Regiment before joining the Fliegertruppe. Having flown
rwossearers: i FL Abr (A) 227 before switching ro fighters. hie came m
Seaffe! 21 from Feastascbrade THon 15 Nevember 1917 when the unit was at
Villers la Chivre, in the 5. Armer. Hahn's fisst victory came promptly 16
days kater when he received eredil

One of the most notable aces of
Jasts 215 was Litn d R Emil Thuy,
who challed up 15 of his eventual
35 victories with the unit. On

29 September 1317, Thuy was
posted out of Jasta 214 1o take
command of Royal Wiirttemberg
Jasta 28, where this photograph
was taken, Thuy ks seated in Plalz

D I 4317/17 in November 1817,
probably at Varsenare, near Brigge.
The Pialz appears new and pristine,
and it has been fitted with a tubulsr
gunsight. Thuy would Iead the Jasta
to war's end, and esrn the Pour le
Mérite (A lmrie

for a French bomber southwest of
Chattencourr.

He was apparently beginning in
plan a campaign against French kite
balloais, and had his Plake 3 11
401447 painred m “dazde’ stripes
to hresk up the outdine of rhe asro.
p|.;|n:_ However, Hiohn was unsic-
cossful i his chosen specialry unul
11 April 1918, bywhich time b weas
jprobably fiying o T Mla. On dhar
date he daimed o bave attacked
rwo gashags over Brimont, shthough
those claims were discounted — o
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third arrack on the balloon of the 33¢ Compagnie de Adrvtiers ignived it for
his second confirmed viciory, He followed thar Gy the next dav with a
SPALY for his thind.

o 20 April Hishy tesumiedl his balloon hunting and burnt a brace of
Feench gashags, one cach from the $5¢ and 75¢ Compugnies. His double
cost him dearly, [or he received a severe knee wound on this sortie thr
sidetined him for four months. Rerurning oy fusta 213 on 16 Ausust, ancl
probably llying 4 D VIL in four days he picked up where he lef off with
anather balloon [ur his seventh viciory. A Breguer and a SPAD were also
quickly desparched. Hithin wis successively posted to Jama 81 and fusta 60
as acting commander of cach unit, adding cight more w his ally (Four of
them balloons). On 1 October he was placed in full command of Jusea 41,
where he added chree more fora final roral of 21 hefore hewss diled in
combar an 3 Ocrober 1918,

One other Juita 215 Phalz pilor whio succumbed to ‘balloon lever was
Lt Busso von Alvensleben. He was bom in Wittenmoor on 21 Aparil
1898, Afrer serving asa pilot in E’;wrl,t_-fhagj?}f 19 af Hu'.r.-.rpférn'.l'?_-,rmzrrr—i, he
began his career us a fighter pilot in fusa 4 of the Richthofen ‘Cireus” in
July 1917, On 27 Novemsher 1917 he vanslerrsd w fazm 21s. Van
Abvensleben was sill ﬂ}'i!!;.‘. a Phale T avin the summer of 1918, and in
spme ten. months wsa Jagdffieger hie hid failed ro score asingle vicrory,
That changed on fateful 14 June, when he succeeded in Haming a balloon

Pfalz D HI 4011/77 of Jasta 21s is seen
with its pilot, Ltn d R Fritz Hohn [with
his teddy bear mascot in hand), in
the winter of 1977-18. The vertical
black fwhite stripe just aft of the
cockpit was the unit marking of this
Staffel with the rest of the markings
being the pilot’s prerogative. Aircraft
in this unit also displayed simall
personal numibers - in this case the
10" marked beneath the serial
number on the fuselage. At this time
Héhn was baginning his campaign
against Allied balloons, and the
combination of horizantal and
diagonal stripes were probably

an attempt to throw off the aim

of flak gunnors by optical illusion.
Omnce again it is noted that the
uppersurfaces of the wings seem

a bit darker than the luselage, but
this was certainly due to an effect

of the differing angles of light. as sl
surfsces were the basic silver-grey
{4 trroie)

His teddy bear provides
encouragement as Hohn smiles
fram the cockpit of D 0l 40711/17.
The pilot’s 'H monogram was
painted in black, which was also
apparently the colowr of the nose
stripes. The black paint was applied
to the zignal cartridge rack and
partially over the weights table, but
tha metal factory and military data
plates were left untouched, as was
the rigging disgram just bansath the
cabane strul. Although this machine
was seemingly painted up for
balloon-busting, Hahn was not
credited with a confirmed ‘sausage”
until 11 April 1918 — when he was
probably flylng a O Ma (A lnrisl




Abowve

Fritz Hdhn {right} was photographed
in the company of Lin Miller of

Fl. Abt. (&) 274 in front of his later

D lila 8009/ 17. This seroplane
displayed the pilot's "H' emblem

in black with a white outfine, and

a somewhat differant pattern of
zigzag stripes on the aft fuselage.
Hohn's favoursd mascol Was now
wired to the fuselage, where it could
watch his rear for Franch fighters!
Twen rear-view mirrors also helped
Hahn check his 1ail, and another
flare cartridge rack and fitting for

& pistol is noted on the starboard
cockpit side, Hohn may have been
flying this Pfalz for his initial balloon
victary of 11 April, aithough it
probably displayed Balkenkreuz
insignia by that date

Above right

Thn Pialz D Hia was flown by Jasta
215 into the summer of 1918, as the
style of Balkenkreus on this machine
attests. The pilot of this particular
nircraft was Ltn Busso von
Alvensleben, who chose to decorate
his machine in spectacular fashion
The tlack/white unit marking is
apparent, and the rest of the
agroplane also appears to have been
painted in the same colours. The
unigque bordered crosses ironically
anticipate Luttwalfe styles of World
War 2. The black(?] and white
eanlours were also applied to the
uppersurfaces of both wings. Thore
may have alse been some form of
small white serial codes applied on
the dark fuselage oft of the crosses,
but thizs area s obscurad by the
lowar wing and interplane strut

[A lrreriel]

ol the 45¢ Cie de Adrstiers near Crépy-cn-Valois. Tragically, he was

wounded in the coursé of hisarmck and came down o Allied lines. He

chedusa ||riﬁ-l,:u|_|;f the pext dav al Villers-Corborees:

Jasta 61

Jarpeitaffel 61 also Aew the Tule D llaon the Frenchasector, This univwis
formed ar Flieger-Beobarhier-Sohule Kilron 11 fanuary 1918, amil rmwved
w0 the [ront on the 23ed under the command of Oblr Maximilian Edler
von Danicls, It serup shop at Voyenne, near Marle in the 7. Armee, anl
would be entirely-equipped with the Plale [ Nia

The firsc pilor o armive was the veweran Yiw Ko Jemsch, the Plal
Eindecker pilot feanired in Chaprer One, After his service in Macedonia
twhicre he gained perliaps as many s theee victones), Jentsch rransferned
ti the Western Front, Flying with faia | In June 1917, hie was crodired
with a SPALY - his first oflicially recorded Western Frout victory —on the
23rd, From August 1917 ro January 1918, Jentsch flow as 2 Rumpler
pilotin FL Abt (A) 234, then returned o fighrers in Jaxta 61. He told the
story of the unir's aireml in fugdffieger fm Feuer;

‘On 27 January, the aeroplanes finally arrive — Phals biplanes, model
[ M, silver-grey aincrafr.

The commander instructed me to “break in” all of the acroplanes,
inchding resting the guns. [n spire of the penils; 1 did all of rhem on 15
Februry. The birdsare ready lor take-off]

‘Righr from the heginning, this-was- black days our Special Tharies
Officer (Tind R Ferner) has erashed. During 2 practice hank, his Plal
slipped away fronrhim and smashed o the ground with the throtde full
out. We could only recover the dead man from the Gngle of splintered
spars, rigging cables and fbric shreds. A dgging wire had cor through his
skull.’

One of Jentsch’s Hmt sorties was almosy his las;

Oin 5 March at 2,15 in the afternmun, wewent v the frontlines. The
Rette was fiying under my leadership. We kepr a lookout for the French a
all heighss, Behind vs, sn unending serics of shrapnel dlouds streeched o
I'he French ik accompanicd ns From Berry au Bac o Chavignon, The
altimeter read 4300 metres
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Jagdstalfiel 81 went into action in
Feruary 1578 equipped enftirely
with the Pfalz D lla. Seen here is
Lin d Landwehy Karl Becker of the
Ja=ta in his D la G0Z1/17, who
smpms wall prepared for the freezing
tempearatures of high-altitude fight
im an open cockpit. This view
provides & gootl lnok #1 the weinhts
tabie and other husslage details.
Beckor was bom on 7 March 1894,
and Hew with Jasta 51 for several
months without cbiaining & victory.
He was shot dawe bn Aamres by
SPADs over Fretoy on 6 June 1918
(HAC/LTD)

The Plalz D lila did not enjoy an
auspicious start with Jasta 61. On

10 February the unit’s OzbV (specisl
duties officer] was killad in this crash
at Voyenne, Kurt Jentsch recalled
that the Pfalz ‘slipped away from
him' during a bank in a practice
flight. A rigging cable cut through
Femer's skull. The serial number of
this D lils iz visible st the top of the
rudder, and appears to have besn
BOTE/17, although Jasta records give
the number 6013/17 (A Kastner)

'On the other side, m the area of
Soissons, | spormed owo  Bireguer
biplapes that had their oves on our
frondines; Adter o quids considera-
fion, | dive over our lines and de
ruyaedl on 1o ome of the two French-
men. After 3 wild dogfipht, during
which [ofren gora shot in, he tushed
downwards with flurering wings.
Dwring the fight, which was in the
end played our ar 3500 meires, the
Itk guns were silent — niow they flash
like mad. In no dme T'mositing
herween bursting artillery and shrap-
pel shells. All bell has broken loose.

Tam just wbout to bear it in a dive when thete s an exploson dpse by,
A viokent jolt goes through my aemplane, and it shudders and shakes
throoghour the strues and frame — it is only thanks to the position | had
already weumed For the dive thar | do not crash downwands in s helples spin
Acshel expliodes just under my aircrft and stifling smoke pouwrs out it the
fusclage, Forcing mie to coth Swzncling on my nose, | now save myself from
the tlak fire. The plywood fairine {(of the fuselape, beneath the cockpir) s
ipped awiay by a shell — cold srreams of air blow around my legs: Uinsining
there half freceing)

Whilein-the dives | hicthe throrde now and thest, and the engine rages
ik crary. It appears that a piece of the propeller has been shot ofl = tha
iswhy the engine is running this way. Qinck as lighming, thoughes race
therough my head. “lc's over — you're going to be a prisonert” The earch
approaches closér and closer, and with it my fare, | ger a grip on mysell,
“Even if vour acroplane flies with afl the shreds Happing abour vour cars,
vou still have to make it over and reach the German lines™.

Ar the helghe of 100 metres, smoke envilopes me - the owlook i
abysmal. Carchully, 1 put the engine into gear. Tr rons with a clareer and is
skipping like mad. The wings begin ro dance and the struts play along. The
entire aucraft is swerving s iF s wanes to break upacany moment. Through
the hole in the plywood hull, | can see the ground over which |'m rushing
The undercarninge has gonc eo-the devil, the direct hit rigping it away:

“The powerful ait sireim that 5 entering inro the fusclage cverywhere
has rpped our the empoy ammunition belts — they Hy away o the right




and lefr as narrow bands, many mevres fong, Everything thar is noe rivered

or nailed down cames olfand goes overboard. The machine gun covering
leaps away and falls into the deprhs. Tr can vnly be a marrer of minures
belore the rest breaks up inio thin air,

"IF 1 eam yer make it o the canal behind Chavignon, Tl be all right.
How Tani wo land this flving coffin issall a mysiery w me, Everything cha
is baleed an now flashes out of the livibg corpse, The wings have been
holed like a1 enlader — | dare nor bank becanse of the danger of them
hreaking. The engine is shaking about. It isonly luinging by the fuel ines.
Because of this | can only sccept "the blessings” (the encmy’s rel which
come from below.

TRight in frone of the canal they place a second direce hic into my
aircrafe A black ¢loud of smuke blocks my view - the engine has stopped
running: The ncddled ranks spoare fucl and ol i fooncdns due o the
pressure. Half blinded, | vank the ignition out and puc the Phalz on ies
nose, Smoking, the flying coftin — the conrols sull responding — roars
down on 1o the shell craters nedar the canall

T kmow that | instincrively-did o Joop and (el inw a lige shell crareron
oy back. | hir my head on something, Litde stars appear From the
dircction of the sky, then | lose consciousness.”

Afrer he came t, Jensch managed o orisw] 1w the Gernran rrenches,
whete he was mken in by some Bavidrian troops, He was soon able w

report back ro i €0, who had piven him up for dead.

Around the end of March, Jests 61 was re-equipped with Albarros
D Vas. In mid-july the anit wes allooed Phale 13 X1 fighrers. and Fokker
LY Vllsarrived by the ead of the monch: On 13 Awgruse Jenusch finally

One Plalz-equipped Staffel which
served on the French front in the

7. Armee along with Jesta 61 was
Aoyal Baxon Jasts I3 This unit

was commanded by ace Lind R
Alired Lenz fromJuly 1917 to the
armistice; and operated a mix of
Ptals and Albatros for some time.
This photograph was repormedly
taken at Mont airfield, near Verdun
in the 5. Armes. which was occupied
by Jasts 225 from mid-August to
mid-October 1917, Pielz DI 1386/17
was flown by Lenz, a3 was the dark-
painted Albatros DV in the
background. The markings on the
fuselage. upper wing and tnil were
black, and were entirely personal
instgnia, it seems unlikely that any
of Lenz" six confirmed claims weare
scored in this machine. By the war's
final day Lenz had served at tho
front lor 42 months, and built ap
miora than 800 lying hours (A lmiris)

For the latter part of April 1918,
dagdstalieln 61 and 22s were both
operating in the T8 Armee sector
near S5t OQuentin. Another unit in the
same Armee was Royal Sakon Jests
72, Informally known as "Jagdstaffel
Menckholl® after its renowned
commandar Lin d R Carl Menckhofi.
This rare view shows a line-up of
Jasta T Plalz and Albatros, but

the pilot of the stripad D 1z in the
foraground ks unknown. At least
some of the unit's Albatros aireraft
wers similarly striped. Since the
Jasts waes a Saxon unit. it is very
likety the Alhatros were striped in
Sawon green and white, with a gradn
nose. The foremos! Plaiz seen hare
was probably slso decorated in
green, aithough the basic silbergrai
finish of the fuselage sufficed in place
of white The fin and rudder wers
probably white and the wings sesm
to have been covered in lhve-colour
‘lnzenge’ fabriz (photo courtesy 4
Leckscheid, information from M
Thiemeyer]

ISHOHNEOM 3HL

n




CHAPTER FOUR

80

The Albatros and Pfakz aircraft

of Eampfeinsitzerstaffel (Kest) 8w
were decorated with s writhing
snake colled around the fuselage,
with the hoad and tail always
turning up on the port side. Four
jaunty comrades of Kest 8 were
photographed riding the fuselage
of Viw Carl Bicker’s Pialz D lia
4229/17. They ara, from left to right,
Uitz Willy Mevenhofen, Off Sty Franz
Hilger, Bucker and Dffz Stv Paul
Bohlen. Bicker = thought to have
downed opponents on both the
Eastarn and Western Fronts for

a total of three victories, although
he never fliew in a Jasta

Pfalz D e and Albatros fighters

of Kest @w show off thelr eleborate
markings in this unigque line-up shot.
The first aircraft is Bicker's D [lia
4223117, while the second Plalz

is marked with & white snake
insignia. The snake markings
obviously waried in their hue,

and in the number of coils wrapped
arcund the tusslage. Some of the
Albatros machines feature light-
coloured serpents, while others are
dark, but all asem to have their 1alls
and noses painted & pole colowr or
colours

obrained a covered posting to faca Boclcke, but he received a wound on

4 Seprember thar ended hix war.

Kest 8w

Some Plala T3 LI and D [1a machines were to be found in the home
defence fighter units known as the Kempfrinsitzor Staffeln. '1'hose unirs
gmrnered relatively lew victomes sand lewer aces, burar least one sucosstul
Kesr pilor flew the Phals in Koo 8w

Carl Biicker achioved the rarc distincrion of sconni vicrorics on both
the Eastern and Western Frons, et never servedd in g Joste. Bom on
21 June 1892 pear Ospabriick, he manased (o obtain a posting
FL. Abt. (A} 230in Juns 191G afrer being a flight instructor, This unit flow
i support ol the Avstrin army in Galicia, Besides the usinil rwo-seaters,
the Abteifung also had rwo Roland D 1 scours on stengath for sccusional
fighrer sorties.

Tt was o one such mission that Biicker Hamed a Rossian balloon anoand
June 1917 for his first confirmed vicrory, On Mew Yiear's Day 1918 he
arrived ot Kest Bw on the Western Frone, apparently in the 4. drmes
There, Bicker flew both B T and D s rachines; adorned with dhe
distincrive spiral spale ovarking of the Kesr He was wansferred o Ker 1o
at Mannheim on 17 May, and om 16
Avgrist he downed s second con-
firmed opponent, 2 DH 4 aver
Buchsweiler. From 20 Augusr o the
emd ol the war, Viw Bitcker flew with
Kest 7. He apparently obtained his
third vicrory with thar unir same
tme in Oletoher TYTH.

Biicker remiained active in aviation
in the 19205 and 30s. Duning World
War 2 he was recalled o active duy
in the Lofrwaffe and wained glider
pilos, rising o the rank of haupr-
niamn. Hedied on 5 Ociober 197100,




FALZ D VIiiIl AND

D XIi

he history of the Plale fighters and the aces that flew them does not

end with the D 1, In Janvary 1918 fdflicp conducied the Fime

Fighrer Comperition at Adlershol, w hichi saw tesc pilos and
veteran frontline aitrnen Qving vavious designs from different firms. The
gl was o select the bestof the new fighter prototypes. Plale submitced
five different designs, among them the caompact D V1 biplane powered
by the 160 hp Siemens-Halske Sh ] counter-raary.

The D VI was selected for limited production, and 120 examples of
the fast-climbing intereepror aircrafe were ordered. Some of these would
serve in the hme-defence Ke

Frn Wlarch 1918 frg':ffjrlf ordered the LY X1 inri {?Fl-h'll.l-..'[iiﬂl avwell. 1o was
wstally powered by the Merordes T3 b and fieed with a SPADY rype oaan-
bay wing cellule. Approxumiately 750 Piate [ X1 fisheers would be built.

PrarLz D VI

Although a mere T4 Plale D VI machines were recorded ar the front on

A0 Tune 1918 and 19 were invenronied wo momths Lerer, plunographs
have survived showing three of these were flown by acces, at least
nominally. Whether or not many confinmed vicrories were scored on the
VI is another marrer.

Withour doubr the mast celebrated of all Plale D VU exponents was
Lrm d B Panl Wilhelm Biumer, who would survive the war with 43
comfirmed vicrories. Born in Diuisherg on 11 My 1896, Biumer served
asa'deneal apprentice in the pre-war vears, but satisfied his burning desire
o fly by mking pilocs instructon.

When war brolee out he volunreered with fnfanterie Regt Ne 71, secing

acoon on bath Wesrern and Fastern Fronts. Following a wound, Baumer

Lin d R Paul Baumer's Pfalz D VIli
boasted full unit and personal
markings by the time thia
photograph was taken. The original
fully-bordered Balkenkreuz insionka
on the grey fuselage were carefully
overpainted so they would not
conflict with the pilot's individual
embiem of the red-white-black
chevron - the overpainted cross can
just be seen. The national insignia
wias updated to the lstest styla

and repainted further sit. The resr
fuselage and empennage were
decorated in the well-known Jasia
"Boelcke’ marking of a half-white,
half-black teil (atthough the formar
colour looks more off-white when
compared to the rudder), The rodder
was white on both sides, while the
wings were coverad in five-colour
printed fabric (A lmris)

managed 1o mlk his way into the
Fliegertruppe and Hew the Rumpler
C IV in FL Abt. 7 in 1997 After
fighter instruction, be was posted
briefly wo Justa 5, scoring three vie-
torics there before being posted 10
Jasta Roelcke” on 15 Augusi. Flying

Albiastens und Folkber Dr | fighrers

with faita ‘B, he speedily increased
his tafly. On 12 February 1918 he
was awarded the Milisar Verdrens
Krewzand on 23 March he achisved
a ‘mople’ o bring his ol w 22
Biwmer was finally commissioned
on 10Apnl,
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It s bolioved har Biumer
ubtained his unigpee Paly T3 VI
[possibly 124/18) at some point in
mid to lare May 1918, This was
likely the only IY VIIT allotied =
fusta “Boelcke’, and it may be
indizarive of Biumer's stanas a5 onc
ol the |eading lights ofan dite fasta

thar he was able w procure one of
the new interceprors: for frontdine
assewsment. Reportedly, Biumer
preterred the nimble ying quali
ties offered by 2 rotary-cngined

aeriplane to thise of & stationiry-

This frontal view of Biumes's Plale
O Vil revesls details of the large
propeller and the painting of the
cowling in Jasts Boelcke’ black and
white. The oil spewed out through
the cooling holes In the cowling
points to some engine trouble. The
four-bladed propellsr was mads up
of two regular props bofted together
— a8 measure that saved time and
ahipping space, but which may

have led to & slight weight increase.
Baumer may not have had too many
opportunities to fiy this machine in
combat | A fmrig

Paul Baumer strikes a relaxed pose
with his cigar and Pfalz D VIIL. He
suffered severs jaw injuries in s
crash on 23 May, most lkely in this
machine: Baumer would not receive
his well-garned “Blus Max' until 2
MNovember 1918, by which time he
had attained all of his 43 victories

cngined machine. MNow thar [G 11
was heginming ro relinguish irs Fokker D lsfor 1 V1s: he may have fele the
DY WTIT was a lindng replacement lie his erplane.

Ar any rare, Baumer's 1 VI was soon painged up in foue 'Boelcke'
colonrs and decomared with his personmal red-white-black chevron stripes
un the luselage. However, he did not have much nme to fly it and did nor

-attain any vicrorics with the scout. Bawmer Aew it with greas déserioy,

however. His friend Joachim von Llippel rold Alex Lmrie thar, *Larer,
whien Bliumer weed b visie fasta 5 a1 Botsersnoours in s Plale and Fokker
abreraft fromy fuss *Boelcke™, he normally ran hisundercarriage wheelson
the hangar roofro get the whedls revalving before rouching down!'

Chin 21 May JC TIT was weanslerred 1o Viviize on the 7. Armee front to
support the Geriman offensive on the Alsne. On 29 May Biuwmer was
rerurning to the sirfickd from a fligheatabour 2230 hrs. In the fadine light
ol dusk lie misjudyred his lindingamd crashed hadly, smstaining a comples
fractore of the lower faw, He was our of action for over three months,

When Bagmer finally rerurned o fams "B in Seprember, he soon made
up lor lost tme. He added 16 wireralt o his record by the end of the
month and five more in Ocrober - no doube while flying o Fokker D VIL
The Pour Je Mérize finally came on 2 November, and he finished the war
performing special duties testing new lighter typesar Adlershof. Binmer
was killed on 15 July 1927 when the Rohrbach Rofix fighier be was vest-
fhyv ng crashed near lf__nprn h;Lg:n,

e Seaffed which received the I VIT in some squantity was_flasa 29,
The Seaffedfiihrer was still Oble Harald Auffardh, who was photographed
with a [0 VIIT and probably flew it in combar. Auffarth had first flown
two-seaters in FL Abt. (A) 266, then did his inidal stint as a fagdfifegerin
st |8 under Berchold in Seprember 1917 - racking up five guick
victories that same month:

On 20 Ouober Biomer's rapid suceess brought him the acring
command of fasra 29, which was made official on 19 November. He was
wonnded in rhe hand on 28 May bur returned o his command on 21
June, His momentous 20th victory came on 3 Seprember — the same day
he rook over leadership of fegderupse 3 (comprised of feedauffeln 14,
16h, 29 and 36). Records of Biumers final claims we somewhat
lragmentary. slthowdothe Hesredbersohe for 30 Ocober 1978 mentioned
his 29¢th and 30th vicrorics.




Ltis recommended Poser fe Mérite never camc through due 1o the
Armistice, although he did receive the ‘Hohenzollern” and both che
Bremen and Hamburg Hanzeane Cromsed,

Annther noted fare 29 piloc who probably Hew the Y VITT was Bl
Gregon. Transterring o the air seovice from the ground foops i May
19135, he performed exemplary service Hying two-seaters with Fl. Abe, (A)
2101 191 Gand had one uncsnfinned victory with the unir, Gregor joined
Jasta 29 in bare May 1917 and areained his first credited vicrory on 29 June,
He was severely wounded in the left leg during a ferce doglight over
Dixmuiden on 27 July, and the injured limb was ampurared at the thigh
Afrer alenjzthy hospiealstay hewas sent home with & 7% per cent pension on
51 May 1918,

Grogor was a derermined suri, however, and he reourned eo flying firied
with prosthesis and rcjoined his old Ssaffel on 1 July. Tn spite of his
handicap, he downed an SE 5 an 22 July for his second kill and 2 1119 for
nomber three on B August 1918, Propagandisie German accournis
published in the 1930s claimed char Gregor had juss londed on the faire 29
airfield near Péronne afrer this victory when anothet formarion of RAI
bombers appeared averhead to rain more destuetion on the pockmarked
field. Reponedly, while other S2affef pilors rook off to intercept the British
aircratt, Grogor stayed behind and manned a defensive ground machine

&n alternats form of four-bladed
propeller is in use on this Josta 23
Pialz D VIl that was photographed
with the Staffelfihrer Obit Harald
Auffarth. It is likely that this cowling
was painted yellow as part of the
Staffel decor and the rest of the
fuselage was almost carlainky

dark green. i Auffarth did indeed
have his own personal D VIl one
wonders if it might have borne &
white comet emblam like that seen
an hizs Fokker D VIl [HAC/UTD)

The men of Jasta 22 are seen with
two of the unit’s Plalz D Vil fighters.
Second from left, his arms linked
witth twao comrades, is Viw Karl
Gragor, who at this time was flying
with a prosthatic feft leg. Fifth fram
Ieft is Oblt Harald Autfarth, the Jests
cammander, Gregor did not arrive
back at Jagts 29 until 1 July 1918,
s0 fhis photograph must have
been taken soon affer his returm
By 16 July the Staffel had some
Fokker D Viis on hand, for Viw
Wackwitz of the unit was killed

in a crash of one on thet date_ ltis
possible the Jasts lew both Pialz
D VIl and Fokkers for a periad. The
two Pialz sesn hers apparently
bear the unit's dark grean fusslage
and light yellow cowlings, while

a personal marking of & white
fleur-de-fis can just be made cut
on-the D Vil at teft (A Imriel

pun — hie issupposed o have sho
divwn gne or two of tie bombers in
this way, but this scems far-forched.

Phe fasra war diary gives Viw
Gregor credit for a fourth vicoory in
Ociober before he was relieved of
his dutics due o health problems
with his leg stump and his hearr.
Tlas stalware airman was awarded
the Golden Milimry Meric Cross on
3 Derober and made an officer the
nextday.

Mlong with fae 29, another unit
in Jagdgruppe 3 in lace 1918 was fara
56. Phowopraphic cvidence shows
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thar L d R Lodwig Beckmann of the: fene Bew Plale DV T7R/E8, at least

e st while. i’ fiest flew Aghiters in fasta 6 in December 1917, thén went
w0 feestee <08 fora biriefsring on 21 Febroary 1918, O L0 March he rransferred
w0 fasns 56, and achieved his firs victory only three days lrer with an RE 8
A Camel was ndded to Bis sciire on 9 May, then s doubbe on 22 Tuly brousht
his tally ro four, It is not recorded exactly when he fow che Pale 1Y VL bue
the tinal half afhis sight vicrories were probably sceosmted bor in a Fokker,
Beckmann communded the feva from 13 Asprps io die Armisice.

tinder Len d B Diether Collin's command. the aircrafr of the unit
reportedly bossted yellow noscs and milswich “hlue-grey” fuselages acded
o thelr I WTTs. When Bechmann wok over, bie s said o have changed
the yellow componenss o red. 50, much hinpes on when Beckmiann flew
a 12 V11, and iF his Westphaltan roots caused him 1o go agains Seeffel
policy o bave the cowling und empennage of his [ VI painied red
inseead of yellow carly 'on — ecither is possible, |'here were cortginly some

examples of the D VI in fama 36 wirh yellow noses and ails,

PraLz D XII

The Lo hine tventorres sliow tia Give T 2XHs bad seached dye rear-arca
Armee Flugparks or sclecred Stffedn by 30 June 1918 By the end of

Angust this had risen o 168 machines Many anic received new Plalew

augrment their Fokker 0 VI and oo replace the wiary Albatros B Vaand
Pfake 13 Hla acroplancs scll in service.

A grim-faced Ludwig Lutz’
Beckmann of Jests 56 is seen
second fram kel with his Pialz

D VIl 178/ 18. Fourth from left is
Ltz Ludwig Jeckert, who obtained
four victories with the Staffel The
cowling and tail of the D VIl are
clearly painted in Staffel colours.
Whilst under the command of Ltn
d B Collin, Jasta 565 sircraft were
mariked with a yellow nose and tail,
Therefore, it is likely that this D VI,
and others in the unit, displayed &
wellow cowling and tall section at
soma time. Beckmann told historian
H f Mowarra that his own Fokier

D Wl had & red nose and tail, 0

it ssams that the unit marking
changed when he took over the
Staffel in August 1918 The Jasta's
markings then bacame a blue-gray
fuselage and red nose and tail. As

a Westphalian, Beckmann preferred
red and white persomal markings,
50 it may be that this D VIl went
against the earliar Staffel policy
and bore 8 red nose and tail

The fuselage of a Jasts 43 Pialz

D Wil i broughl back to Heubourdin
sirfield, apparently atter an accidont
wiped off its undercarriage. The
gircraft most likely belonged to
Gefr Waiter Blumensaath, who is
thought 1o be the pliol seen here

in the cockpit. This photograph
was taken on 16 July 1918, and
Blumensaath had onfby arrived at the
Jasta at the end of June. The pilots;
from left to daght, are Blumensaath
{in cockpit], unknown, Viw Ernst
Wiehle (8 victories), Ltn d R Josaf
Raesch, Uffz Paul Ruggeberg, and
Viw Max Kiep (on fin, 3 wictories,
killed 3 Oolober 1918} The D XN
tuselige displayed a factory finish
grey fuselage and the Staffel
marking of a white tail, with a
personal number “10° on the fin.
Later this same day, the Jasta
aerodrome at Haubourdin was
bombed and strafod by British
gircraft and Aaesch’s own Plalz D Xl
weent up in flames (HAC/UTDN




Jagdstafiel 17 also received some
exampiss of the Pfalz D KIL The
unknown pilot seen here chose to
personalise his Plalz with the name
Wildfang painted in white an the
gray fusslage, just visible aft of the
cross. Loosely translated, Wildfang
means ‘sn unruly child, a madcap,
especially &8 tomboy’. The nose is
painted in the dark Staffel colour,
and p personal dark band was
applied langthwise along the grey
fuselage. A tube for a flare pistol
wizs mounted beside the cockpit
[HAC/UTDN

Lin d R Schulte-Schlutius (3 former
uhlan, judging from his uniform)
poses with his highly painted Plalz
D Xl of Jasta 3. The D Xli apparently
had the entire fuselage painted

a dark colour, with & white nose.
Jasta 3 was one of those Staffeln of
the 19. Anmeo positioned to counter
the raids of the Indepandent Air
Force against industrial targets

In southwestern Garmany. On

T September 7978, & rald on
Mannheim by DH 2= of Mo 104 Sqn
was intercepted by fighters from
Kest 1a and Jagdstaffeln B0h and

3. Schufte-Schiutius received credit
for his sole vietory that day with

a DH 9 downed at Buchsweiler, Il
was a disastrous day for No 104
Bqn, which lost seven aircraft
orews either dead. wounded or PoW
(HACYUTDY

A Fow D XlTs were supphicd o fama 43 i the 6. Aroee. Lin d R Joseb

Ruesch was an experenced pilorwho had flown the Albarros 13 Va and
Foldker D W11 with the unit for some rime (he 1s varionsly credired with
between three and seven victories). O 26 July be narowly cscaped
incireraton when he took 1o his parachure from a flamine YV Afrera
owio wieck leave be wrote in has diary:;

13 August 1918 — T have been ssued & new acroplane, but instead of
beitrz a Fokler DV the niachine is a Phalz DXL It isalleged robe afine
acroplanc,

‘14 Avgnst— A Highe with the Plale does nou sagiafy e arall. The
machine s clutssy b atns and doss nor climb well

15 Angust — After vwo more Highes with the Plile B X110, T am very
unhappy thar | misse ly ic The machine will nockeep up withthe others
it firrnation.

16 August — Ar 1000 hrs, we starred on o sorrie. Conrrary po my first
opinions: | get along well with my Plake when lying in formation.
Around noon time we teally bad an experience, More than 80 hossile
atrerafrarrived above our acrodrome and, in spite of heavy Hak fire, they
clive-bombed us and fired ncendiary animunigon atowr hangars and
alreralt. We ran out of our mess hall on the field. Vlames were
everywhere. [wo mechanics of oor groundorew were slightly injured.
Fhree of our machines, Schobinger's, Rilggebengsand my Plale D X1,
wete huriing

Uhe fusta operations were severchy hampered by a bk of muchines for
somie time, b on 3 Seprember sis Fokbers linally araved. Ragsch never
scored i his D XL

Another unir to operate the [3 XI1 was: Bavarian faea 35, nnder the
command of Rudolf Stark. By Sepiember 1918 the .\'!Jr_f.lfrf had already
acquired a few Fokker 1 Wlis, buc soll needed more. Stark wrore in. Dy
Jagdaffel wnsere Hermar,

IR — We are o bave mrore new machines. Everyone i pleased
especially the pilors who have nor yor got thar Fokkers. Bue their joy |
soon dampened, for the machines alloreed to them ire noe Foldkers

Ptz Ty XTs.
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In September 1918 Jasta 350
reluctantly acguined sevoral Plakz
I X1l fighters to augmeant their
Fokiter O Vils. One of the unit's

D Xils is seen in this fine in-flight
photograph, displaying the Siaifel
marking of a white choveon on
the upper wing. A black chevron
insignia was probehly slso carvisd
on the undersides of the lower
wings (A lnrle)

Ltn d R Rudolf Fuchs of Jaste 77h
shows off the Heinecke parachute
hinness as he poses with his Pfalz
D XNl {possibly 1346/ 18]. This was
an sarly-production machine with
the firat form of roughly rectangular
rudder. Apparently the coaling
system was not funciioning very
weall, as additional ventilation holes
hawve besn cul into the nose, right
and left deflectors have been
maounted on the radiatar and the
renr panal of the angine cowling
has bean removed. An anemometer-
type A5l is affiwed to the port inner
interplane strut

Another view of Rudalf Fuchs® D XII
of Jasta TTh. The early form of fin
and rudder i evident. The tail (and
apparenily ihe nosel was painted
blue oz a Staffe! marking. The
fuselage cross besrs evidence

of an earfier form that has been
overpainted. Fuchs served in both
Bavartan Jagdstaffein 35 and 77, and
attained one victory with the latter
umit on 25 September 1938

“Whist 1s a Phake T X112 N one has ever heand of such a machine, and
no one knows anything abour it We decline w vale these machines. The
resnltisa series oflong relephonce conversarions. We arc rold thar they are
very good, beter than Folkers in some regands (evewash?), and we muose
rake them. here aré no more Folikers (o be had, and in any case these
niew Thalz are betrer than the old Albatros, and when new Foldkers come
alorg we can take them in exchange. All nghe then, we'll have rhe Phale

“Lach of us climbed ine the new machines with 2 prejudice against them
antd immediately tried ro find as many fulrs ps possible. The Stfed opinion
wiah thie e a5 oues. The Werdmeiter grumbled becawse of the rrouble the
rigging was going to make for him, while the mechanics cursed because ol
the exrrnwork tosassemble and dismantle them; and declared them awlowand
to handle. No one wanted o iy those Plale except under compulsion, and
those whio had 1o made ds much fuss as dey could about practising oo dhem.

Later; the pilors gor on very well wich them. They flew quire decendy
and could alwiays keep puce with the Fokkers. Those who Bew the Plale did

s because there were noother machines for theny, Bur they always gazed

envitusly ar the Fokkers and prayed for the quick chance of an cxchange,
When mterviewed by Peter M Grose, Stark said;
‘Durng larger operations we flow both the Folder 1 VI and Phale
0} XIT i pason, Both: types were: similar, bur the Fokker was more




mancouvrable. Thereftre, T gave the
Pk pilors instructons thar doring
sk by the coomy, they were 1o
fly below the Fokkem.'

An especally haesh critic of the
[ X1 was |oachim von Hippel, the
rechnical officer of fumae 71 e Haly
sheim o the Adrmee- Abteilung ‘B’
secwor, |lis diary recorded;

‘12190 18— The Jasta was assigned
niew Flale DXL These aiceraft ane
extrerichy difficolt o fly and the

undercartiage usally breabs when

Fameling. T sum up, my flight has
absolurdly no yse for these craes
wharsoever.

16418 — Flying Phalz [ X11
2675/18, 1 crashed aml  heavily
damaged the aircralt on landing,
Suen alter this, Viw Sicg crshed
from a lew altmde over the held
and was immediaely killed, As
Jageditaffel rechnical officer. | made
and submiteed the following report
ar once to the propér authorites;

¥The snple scar fighrer Phils
D X1 was assigned to_fusta' 71 fot
combar evaluarion and s hevewith
rejected for the following reasons;

‘1) Drespire the use ofa high-cone-
prossion enging, the aircraft climbs
very poorly above 3000 merres,

2} When banking the aircmabt into 2 turn, normal aldnsde cannor be
maintamed since the sluggishiess in the conrols in the trn causes the
aeropline w lose 150 mcrres: In combaragainst two French Breguets, the
D X1 losr excessive alritade and, when 2uempring o regain combar
position ima chmbeng i, the aiveraft falls off. IFthe pilor issoccessiul in
correcting his flighr arritude from a climbing turn the alreraft thenshakes
excasively, which can only be corrected by Rlling off in a slight dive,

*33 The take-off roll s exuemely long, and landings with the TYXIT are
very dificult and always almoss end with the destrucion ol the machine,”

‘Bavarian Sraffeln occupying the Habsheim airficld and flying the same
aircraft have been olserved, on a number of occasions, wcrash ther Philz
13 X7 on banding through no faulr of their own.

3/ 10/ 18 — Asa resulc of my test report, a pilor of the Palz Warles flow
the wnpoplse T X1 in magnificent manoewvres, bue the Fokker T3 VI
was still berter, This was borme our in friendly combar beeween the Plals
pilot in the 13 XI1 and myself in the D VIL

As might be expected, @ niiber of Bavarian fapdraffels received the
B X1, including Seffels 23, 34, 35, 76, 77 and 78, fuste 32b was also
iseued with a few 1) XIls i luee Angust. On 3 Seprember s 34bwas

An unidentified pilot of Jasta TTh
strikes a confident pose with a Plakz
D Xl thought to be-39471E. This was
an sarly-production machine with
the initial style of fin and rudder,
anid it also boasted the Staffel
markings of a blue nose and tail
The blacki?) swastika was a
personal insignia, and at this time
wis known only &s @ comimon
good luck totem, with no political
sigrificance. An anemometor has
been affixad, and a rectangules
foresight is also in place

|SHAA BESF-4338
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CHAPTER FIVE

On 15 September 1578 SE Sas of
Mo 1 Sgn and Bristol F 2B Fighters
of Mo 62 Sqn forced Ltn d A Paul
Vogel of Jasta 22b down behind
British lines. Taken PoW, the Piaiz
pllat later died of his wounds. The
wictory was shared by 2Lt D E
Cameron of Mo 1 Sgn and Capt W E
Staton and Lt L E Mitchell of No 62
Sqn . Vogel's Palz D XIl 2486/ 18
came down quite intact. but the
sirframe was immediately set

upon by souvenir-hungry British
infantrymen, who, in ten minutes
removed “all the instruments,

biack crosses, magnetos and

& lzrge portion of the fabric and
F-ply’. This photograph, taken &t
No 2 Asroplane Supply Depot,
shows the damage that was dono
by the Tommies". The Ministry of
Munitions Report on this machine
stated that The fabrie is the ususl
colour-printed variety, and the body
painted dark purple from nose

to rear of the engine, bluish-grey
to the pilot’s cockpit and a dark
green shading to a fight pea-green
extending to the tail. The fin and
rudder are creamy-white, as is the
part of the body above the tailplana,
but the tailplanes themsehves and
the underneath portion of the body
al the tail are painted in broad
stripes of alternate black and white'.
The black and white docor on the
teil section formed the usual unit
maarking of Jasta 23b (M O'Connori

A unique view of the starboard side
of Lin d R Vogel's D X1l 2486/18
provides lurther details of the
markings, although the fabric pisces
ripped off the wreckage make it
difficult to determine exactly what
the aeroplane originally looked like.
It would appear that the fuselage
cross fabric was cut and tom off the
piywood frame, and large sections
of the unit marking were also
removed. The report on this
machine alsa commented on the
gunnery of the No 1 Sqn pilots whao
attacked the D Xil. "Dur pilots made
some excellent shooting during the
combat, there being a group of
shots about 12 Inches in diameter
through the 3-ply at the back of the
pilot’s seat, and a similar. group on
the starboard side of the fuselage
about 18 inches behind the pilot's
seat’ (M O'Connor

forced to retrear to Bevillers, where it was supplied with new D X1is: The

Jaute war diary reported thar the 13 Xls were inferior to contemporary
British fighrers, and this had a demormlising effect on those pilons jssued
with the Pale.

Allied intelligence repors based on prisoner intermgations echoed
these sentiments: One bulletin thar was isued in Seprember 1918 reads,
*Speedd and climb of the T3 X are better than the Fokker D V1L buricis
unpeopularowing o indifferent manooyveability and it s also ditfioals
fand.’

Ohthier units that were dllocated D Xs included  fagdaaffeln 3, 17,
36, 37, 43, 49, 61, 64w, 65, 71, Thand 81, Jams 36, despemite for
replacement machines, rrvelled o AFP 17 id pick ap etphe 1 Xls on
4 Oerober T91E, Trs pilots foard the fiphters” engine plugs bad been thor-
oughly fouled by 'ustd oil’, and they also had worm fngs—remedying these
problems topk precious fime. On B November the Jiss reteeated 1o
Lierme, sinid hecase of poor weather tie Phale could not be flown ourand
sovwere all burned.

In concluston; the Paly D X1 wasa more than .u.ltqual:' n:pLh_i:lm.'l‘.lL
for obsolescent Albaimos and Pals D 1a fightees (abouc 470 of these were
still ar the fron ar the end of August). When well mainsmined and flown
by askilled pjlor, the 1) X1 could prrl_nrrr: qjuite well: However, it had the
bacl Iuck to arnve afier the Foldker D VI, and inevicably suffered in
comparison. Had there been enough of the superh BMW I [Ta engines
to equip 13 Xlls in quantity. ir mighe have been o different swory.
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Satst Hamy Diampasy wnrked Tirstasshy with e auibon 1o
|llustrone the Aeroplrneas f

i thie colour SoUtin oS

Mustratans are basad on meted ovidence ana Ars o
as prensonal, amd the colous por vk are ganerally
sppreanEts oy, The iphearich and assiniance of Alax
Imiriz and Manfred Thiemewser i gratefully acknewledged, and
the wiotk of Dan-San Abhatt, Codin Owears and Hay Himeldi

abso ul grast use

1

Pialz Parasol P29 of Viw Otto Kissenberth, Feldilieger
Abteilung 9b, Toblach, June 1915

Kissanberth's Parasol s shownan the retd and white markings
aopied tor tha Corinaseid of 3 June 1975 Otherwise, the
awcrall was covernd n clrar-doped tebre ot a light yaliosash
oF CrdsatT) Eppearnee, with white fislds tor the rumoiis (o

ons: The Pardsols-and lster £ lypes bad the
Tiark &l

s -anph

tairclars of ier fusedsoss, wings arsd wonl §

in hizck, mast lkeby with dyed thpes. Mol cowling

| and the

s TROEE

r=nais and struts were traited willh Black prame
sarial P2 was socliod i soverd kicationa. Tha makeshift

wiodsn bormb conloing: Tor fas 4 b-kg Carbont-Bombs i3

shaowyrt on the fuselsge- e

2

Plalz E | 216/15 of Offz Stv Willy Rosenstein, Feldffieger
Abteliung 19, Porcher, Decembar 1915

Albof the Plalz E-typas wese covorad in i bivached Tadmric
which orasented s very whils sopsaiongs. A0 mets oowings
noze panels and-undercermaged waee black Ths EHwes
urusual in/that th serkel pieber was applied {simost
Gartmmly ol th urel levall in large ornate characters

3

Pialz D 1 139617 of Obit Oskar Freiberr von Boanigh,
Jasta 4, Marckebeeke. circa October 1917

This machéna shiows the biack spiral band st comprasd the
unit miarking of Jasts 4, Piots” mdnitheat markings grnemlly

sook the form ol coleuied Lel secttns and pooasionalhy
sEams to show that the

spinnars. & phlogroph of 1
wppansil o ol Lhe knewer wing ws paintad & dark, glesey

renirively identitiod a3 the il
asixaatad with v Boenigh's old grenadier ragimon . H noses

oot thal e Bt

likedy that the entire [angth ol the wing wes: s restgd

Rl and - apenner ot this meching sie provisonally. shomen
silow

Pfalz D 1l {serial unknown] of Lin d R Werner Voss,

Jasta 10, Marcke, September 1977

I is erphasiied that this is also a tentathve Busolun, Kbed
gn one poatahoto that Heimz Nowarma captoned-as Voss

CoLour PLATES

DL Twss black bands on ¢ sl of the filselapge cross

£an be esen n the photo, us woll 35 the early less axie
form of yellow Jasfooaloursion on The nasa: Tha gimilanty

EhE

of tha two blagk stipes 1o thoss saen an tha famillar
phetogaphs: ol W Hecht's DIl DUA370A 7 hesled o
gspooulison hai Vas
guese. Menigns fhe aircraftwas taken owet by | leohtaie

f reath, and the green @k and furthet yilow eolmeation
wias Frinked

' [ was the same amcialLir an el

5

Pfalz D 10 1395/17 of Lin d A Aloys Heldmann, Jasta 10,
Marcke, September 1917

& low .l the aitcraftin the first productan balch of-the Tl
rain oemoufiaged onthe uppessurioegs b the
Fuatandd T3 11 machines the factory o been bullding This tea-
tone eolour schame orobably congsipd of 2hedes of porpls
and green 8= ilustratod, sllbsough niEn-nmam may hawe
been
r, probably sibergisi or pale hhie. The photograph of
Haigmann ssaled on he wheel af this maching Ehows a ey
Ikl gistoured whines| covar which iz bere miefpetiod 55 Hug—

WeTE B

ed instead of purple, The undermdes ware 2 ight

2 codaur favbured by Haldmann tor persohdl donificetion. &
soime paint the yalioww Jssta marongs may hove Beon aikien

i wvesl

6

Pialz D 1 [serial unknown) of Lin d R Hans Klein, Jasta
10, Marcke, circa November 1917

Klain appearatd in 2l Feas] Tweo phivins with tiis D 1 and 02
assurrod bg have besn ons of his gem macbines. Prgaoely,
e |iggiivecise fusslane band has been ceEolod ag Jais 10
yitlowe, but a recently soquired photo shiowes Hhal 0 wasmone
lisly biack, snd sutanded on o thie Siaffof méting on tha

rase. Tha yelow colousaton of ik il 1S s assumes

7

Pfalz D lia 4117717 of Lin d R Aloys Hefdmann, Jasta 10,
Marche, November 1377

I hes s tration is hasad on exoanmis tnom Hestimann's

carrat reports commpited by historan WPu@hsl and on il st
thee Hestaryg of Aanation Collsction, W FLE [hos smalscota il
Heldmanm's third victory on 29 Movgseber 1917 was sconed
InA117A 7, and that the airdrall bed o Bl 166 The shate of
miuie depnoted = entmaly arkyUiany: and Ths swndam L
markings are shown

8

Piaiz O Il 205917 of Lin d R Heinrich Armtzen, Jasta 15,
Le Clos Ferme, December 1917

&1 this time the aircratt ot Jasfs 15 diapliyba ncveiug)
rerkings oafy. Armze, & loermer orsarenr it Sleaedy i
ENREnEnae as @ photogerap i Ef0Rm 10 wnd il Py

S3NIONIJLY
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Otszarver’s Badge as hiz personal amplem Thas conseiod of
Lhe blackfwhite Hoheneollern creat within a rerd bos

9

Pfalz D Wl 1476/17 of Ltn d A Hans Maller, Jasta 15,

Le Cloa Ferme, November 1917

Hans Miler sppiled hig ususbombicm of o fuselage band of
diggonal Bleck{T) and white stripes 1o fuz D {1l - the bbcation
iz assumed o be Le Tins Ferme. These blsckinhite sihipes
weand also anplisd o his sarfier DRI Albatros 0 10 end
o bt lerar Tokkar O | The istter slzo displayed strpes in
chisman formon the telplase/slevators, and 5 oloas
inspeation ol the photograph shows thet the ta of This Plak
wers aimilarty deconlod

10

Pfalz D Ifa [serial unknown) of Hptm Rodoll Barthold,
Jagdgeschwader I, Balatre, April 1918

The sxtent ol combat use of thes famikar D e Dyt semm
crppied Aormrmiandelr remains debatable. i displayard the
farmitar Herthiokd colgurs” of o red no=aywith derk blue
fugatage and wing Lopcrsurfaoes, alohg with the calebrated
winged sword ambleny, The undersshe of the fuselisge is
shown a3 Uitouched siher-gfey - a [edluere dhol was universa
on the other Palz in Jzsts 1578 (the Albstms sirmulinly
teatured light Blus undersidesi. Tha imdersides of thiwngs
ond talplang wese also swbemgran.

m

Pislz O llla (serial unknown} on Ltn d R Hans Miller,
Jasta 18, Fachez by Lille, April 1918

Attar Midter and his comvadiss were transterrad to S5t 18,
hie weant on o Ty this T s e the liamboyont Swiffe! Haben
red and white colours. The bppes wing surfaces wore
yarmilion red slong with the nose, which festursd 2 wihite
tigiruner. A photograoh: of this aircraht shaws the famods blisok
faeen pimiblert in etect, but does not reves! whethear or naob
any lustla cross was apeied — it hasmot been Mustraied,
gt s plausitibe. Much of the aft fuselage is speoulamve,
&5 #re-the date apd |ocation dot

12

Pfalz D Mz (serial unknown) of Ltn d R Cad Degelow,
Jasta 7, Roulers, late March(7| 1918

| hig profide = basad on the wal-knoiwn photo of Degelow’s
uveriurmed Plalz, The detads and date of this phato are nop
reconded, and tie cgndstion of the O s in the image
ohecuies mahy dotiEls || may be hot this photo depicts an
eventon 23 March 1878, when Jacobs® diary states that
Degestia turmed Nig airrefl over whitst snding. Inthe photo,
& plece of the mangled thil section 18 wisibile pajntot black and
white — this has led the author to Bssumes thal M ruddor had
besn parmally pamied whits during the comErson (o e s
Hagsonkrglrinsigna. If the dete of 23 March is-sccurmaie then
the Jasta | crpwrngn were qeack bo repasnt the insignia, &= the
orcker for the ndaw farmert wos only issued on 17 harch. The
wings and sl atnis seem 0 e boen pamted black 3z wsllk

13
Pfalz DIl 4011/17 of Ltn d R Frite Hohin, Jasta 275,
Villers la Chevre, circa December 1977

Thi black and wihiie unitT marking was intersectiog by Hibhn's
ozay red Ftripes on his D ilL The comibinagion of warious
ooiouFed Glnpes was thought 1o breakl up the outine of 1ha
aircraft and make o dif lieult forenemy ground gunners s kit
Hithn wis beginming o spocrbss n abltacks on ks ballnans
Bt thiz time. The sddiional pesorsd rumbe *10° bensath the
sarial number wes alao paet of the Siaffol lvory.

14

Plalz D llla 8009717 of Lin d R Fritz Hahn, Jasta 21s,

St Mard, March 1818

Cneg agam Hohn markag his O (lawith 2igzag-red hands
intrncid 10 confust chamy gunners, His teddy hear masont
s aftan hraced L the fuuslsge just behind the cockqit.

15

Plalz D llla |serial unknawn) of Lin Busso von
Alvensleben, Rocourt, June 1918

aithough nat an soe, win Alvenskesban had fawn with many
otlebrated airmen nJastad of G L and then in Sason JEsiE
21 He did attan a singe Yictory o0 14 June 1918 when he
flamed a Franch alogn, anly o be voundsd and taken
prisorar and-die of his wounss on the 15th. Van
Alvensisben's [ lllz-displayec 8 spoecteculor overall colour
scherme prdvisionally interpretend as blsck and white o all
uppErsUTisoes; i confunction with the umt matkings Tho
vuporswioces of all wings ware neintad in darkfighl
séagmiziis. |he style of oross appBration s quite unigue -
i croessies shamin on the wings are provisional, #nd the
ungersides af (ho wang retaired thair factary finish. There
miay have been aome winle sonal humbet stencifling on-the
eft fusalnoe, bat fhe protlGgiaph ol Yes aercrafe doas not
pammit clarificatinn. The'cincule Plets logy decil soen on the
planicim pages is 3 NewW and BOCUraTeE tamnisin. s on
irformatian frgm hestooan and collectior Chanes Gasse: Thes
| s oHan s8an on the struts snd whest cowers of Plale
aireralt o this B 1) thwowgh to'the D X

16

Pialz D llla 5855/17 of Lin 4 R Josef Schafer, Jasta 16b,
Le Cateau, circa March 1918

Schafer wasanother nor-ace. bul ho oid cbitan three
confirmed victories His D Ha diaplayad e bypecal binck
ta|| griit marking ot Bavaran Jdssta 16, alopg wath semo
forribiyvant black sirnes a8 personal insigns. Most Pate
of this Siaffel also seem o heve boasted Dlack spinners
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Pfaiz I llla (seral unknown) of Obit d R Fritz Roth,
Jasta 16b, Sie Marguerite, circa May 1918

RAeaders ars sosin cautioned that thig & a proviional
iustration Based ona photo of dubidds provenonce, [he
image ks thought to show Staffelfishnes Bath ina Plale D 1l
of Sastg 180, but it doas not reves! the ral of the awcrahl The
pilot’s parsanal insigees was the blackl ) and Wwhits fuzslage
sast It s unknosvnol the poit sids of the fuselzgs featured
BomimOr mage of 1his sish, of whothar it continued down 5t
& rearwand angls 10 termmete- ot the st luselage The
shaence of & fuselsge crons | also pusihng, The suthor
sxprassas his thanks 16 Dan-San Abbot! lor Information
shout tins amcraft:
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Palz D 1l 1405117 of Viw Jakob Landin, Jastz 32h,
Awtramoncourt, December 1917

Lndin's Pfalz festured & stylish rerdtion of the units Back
tafl and Dlankpwhite nose markings. Lendws "L initial wes
applied a5 2 persopald emblanm, dlong selh Beck whesl discs
Landin achiaved thide victones. Hgwes fiymg Plakz D illa
S887/17 00 27 February 1918 when he-crashed upon
rgturning to Guesnoin eirheld 30 minotes ster iaka-cll. Both
the arcralt and 1t pllot were consumed by the ansding lire
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Plalz D 11 2064177 of Ltin d R Rudolf Stark, Jasts 34b,
Chenais by Virton, February 1918

This was: apparently Stark's fisst Flale. low afise bis arrval st
Bavanan Jasta 34, [he Seffel marking was a silveror “sihvery
white’ tuselage. applicd o the Unit's Aipstros Rghters: bsing
stocks ol Plale [ectony sihamneg paint which had boen
stipplied u He wnit when its T |lis were acgquired. The unit’s
Phaly fghuees thas slireacy had thes Stafted markig’ . and
Stark’s parsonal emblems of 3 Mg Jusohsge band and spinnss
wiars tha only special markihes appbed
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Pfalz D Wa B155/17 of Lin d R Rudolf Stark, Jasta 34b,
Foucaucourt, April 1918

Stk How seversl differant D 115 fightess ouriig hes e

- JassE 34k gnd this ore displaved an edity thick larm of
Haligsnd ez [nsigria vwith comolete wiste bortkers. The rudoier
wias pasnied wivte, and the alrcralLagan Dodsied Stan’s llac
nand #nd spinper. Thanks 1o Dar-San Abbon for information
on this D il
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Pfalz O lia 8170717 of Lin d R Hans Bohning, Jasta 79h,
Villesahea, May 1918

A nurites of ajrcraft in the final tea batches of 1 ks
rachines ware cavarad in five-colour printed camoufiags
fabnc on the wings and control-surfeces, and D e 817N 7
v nne of thesa. The tusalage wal panted an axtremaly
dark colaur, which does not comply with the waual-fight shade
of 'Bavazian biug’. |t &5 thersfone theonzed that the Jasta used
black as 3 wnit markeg, st 8 Bavaren Saffedy 16, 23-and
22 did for @ penod, Bohning Rad his initialz "HE' sppliod oy 8
pessongl dmibilorm, snd 1 is notewaorthy that this mssgris also
resambles the ngo of the famous Hofbrauieus Doy n
tiurueh | The afr husalage dapiction meniifely provisionsl, as i
Is ot seen inthe anly aviiable phole. The suthor’sgrasitude
|5 dstended to Mantred Thierfioyer for kelipfil Infarmation.
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Pfalz D Ill 1386117 of Lin d R Alred Lanz, Jasta 22, Mont,
September 1917

Lame wars the Safedfihnerof thiz Jestas, and he dooureiod s
rriaizhine with black persanal marangs on (he fossfags The
pian furm visw shows the soditional inarkengs on the taéplane
and wings: Lenz survived the wds will) six confiemed claims.
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Pialz D 11l 5283/17 of Oblt Hans Joachim Buddecke,
Jasta 30, Phalempin, February 1918

The famnus ‘Blue Max" acs Buddecke sorved anly briedly in
Jeara 30, hise wias photogrepbwd wilh thes T [lis; it seems
passiile that the well Known orange diamand insignis of this
Staffal was riol vl i efiecl, of thar Budoeoks was aliowed
£ EaTorse (Hne perscTl chidns in the decoraton of hes
rrapching I whss marked with Wwhat is thought 1o big o stytitad
ik et aminbem arodnd thie fuselags criss

24

Piatz D Hla 4203/17 of Ltn Hans-Georg von der Marwitz,
Jasta 30, Phalempin, March 1318

The unigus Black-tordens) orange diemand unit marking

ot Jatcutaifed 30 s ) (ol dhsptay on D iz 230377 it wes
gengrally spplled 1o the fusslsge sides, the centie sechioh
of tha upnisr wang end inwarious formats o the taipdan
and eigvatar, Von der Manwitz parsonalised his aitorsf iy
extending the unit coloor to the antirg ol seoton, aven
ohlitarating the natiorial nsighn on (He rudder
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Pfalz D Wlla BZ33/17 of Oblt Hans Bethge, Jasta 30,
Phalempin, March 1918

Albsoucgly the only phintographs of this mackane show (Lwith
Hatkenkreim markings while flown by Lin Kaus, || seems kel
that this aircraft was peaviously Hown by Dbt Bethoe bafore
hig death in & ditferent D iz oo 17 Marcti 1238 Az suchit is
depicied with iran cross insgree. & relerenos in. Ofto Fochs'
fictionalised account ol his (e in desia 30 VY Fieged
descnbes the Stalfollihear g flying & machine smiped in ordy
arid while - (s this prosisonalatribotion. The wings wore
coverod in free-colour fabrip, end the fuselage was driscly
sired o giey and white, Again the autho s debl o Maeaired
Ihiemever for informanion is acknowiedgid, and the resssrch
of Bumo Schmaling 15 atso notetd
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Pfatz D Mia isarial unknown| of Ltn Hans-Georg von dar
Marwitz, Jasta 20, Phalempin, May 1918

Thi= D e appuars in fhebackground of the ghoto of von gor
Marwite with his capiured oppanant Lt W E Cowan ol Mo 208
gn, Drought deown on 1E May. The entive Nebelage and the
upnersuifaces of both wings appear to tawa besn painfad &
thark calodr, Ssversl references m Fechs' VWY Filmger and dats
fram Mex-Imnrie and Manted Thieigyen sll indicate that this
Pfalr-of von der Marwils was & wine-fad or dane burgundy,

a striking colpur scharne for the aincraft of the Siaffelfdiver
Aggin, the fusikioy cross was obliteratad Bs part of the
individual colpur display. The markings on the el setlicn ae
entrely prondsiona
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Plaiz O Hla of Uffz Werner Hertel, Jasta 405, Lomme,
cirea June 1918

Although he was no ace, Worner Hefel certaindy f=w
shongsade such Jwdfe 20 notables s Degetow and
Rosenston. HeE D His oasted the Stafied colour schismis
of o whiie il with black fiesslsge, struts and underci g
2= will as he strieng persens! bedge ot a detaked winged
dmmgt The wings were seeméngly oowetdd in Thve-coloar
Fabnie, srrd bore full-cherd labe siyhe Balkankner inskghE
Vihile no photos are keown of Begeloe’s deste d0s Fralz, his
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I'I'll-‘.hﬂﬂ would Bkaly fies Deen veny sumilar, axcept for his
usLil white stag ernbiem A urion plol of s dasts, Hensl
continded-ton fiv his Piatr after oot of Lhe othor pifots had
D Wik aithough he evantually received fis own Fokkar (oo
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Pialz D lla 4279/17 of Viw Carl Bicker, Kest Bw,
Varsenaere, circa February 1918

Photos of Kesr 8w Albatros and Plake fightersreveal that
thay were mankss with 2 serpent colod sround tha
fusslags, sithdugh the pestiss colpurand Humber of 'colis’
ol the snake emblam vared from one machine (o angtheal:
I'He srpent paimted on 422901 7 iz provesinnally shown as a
woy daitk groen. This Ftalr doss not seem to display the
Iinb coivured Wil suotion seen an other maehines of the
umit adfthaugh he fusclage and rudder oross were bath
outiingd In white: Fach Kest Qv mackirie also bore @ small
‘wivite individiial number on Ihe nosg, o s cass g '3
aoove the lowar wing oot
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Pialz D VIN 124/18(7) of Lin d R Paul Baumer,

Jasts ‘Boelcke', Vivaise, May 1918

The fusstags of Bdurear’s [V s shown as the tamiliar
sibengrsy sean on earher types, but 1 s possible & more fat
shade of bluish-grey was spieed do DWVIlls ahd DOXS: The
wings were coverad m Tve-calour, Wreange lebiee, una the
dirsts "Boekcke' Hizckwhits unit markimas wite painted onto
Ui tail and engine oowling, Baumar's pessonal intgris of o
mdfeheigftdack chewon wes appled 1o the fuselages
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Pfalz D Vill 178/18 of Lin d B Ludwig Beckmann, Jasts 56,
Rumbeke Ost. circs May 1918
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The asrcrahl of Jswia 58 lirst featured yallow noses and tails,
hutn Aster yeads Beckrmann recallad that his own Fokker O VI
weEs marked with thoss eompononiy m red Thies his Piakr hes
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Pfalz D XM 1346/18 of Ltn d A Audolf Fuchs, Jasta 77h,

St Marie, Vouziers, circa August 1918

Fuchs™ O xl was an earfy producticn mmoshme wath the inital
fatrmi ol ‘rectangulas’ fin and rudder, which despliad thie onit's
blie @il marking. Part of the nnse was a0 blue, and tha
fusalage oross was converied from an sarier sivlewith
el el Thi wingt were covered m free-coliour fabne
Rudedf Fiichs downed 0 SPAD st Amavllz on 25 Sapiembar
for iz sale confirmed wolory
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Pialz D XII 2525718 of Viw Ludwig Marchner, Jasta 325,
Lisu St Amand, circa September 1918

By late 1918 Jasta 32b had sbandoned its former uni
marking of-a black ) in tavowr of “Baverian blus’
markings, whech i s cose takis the form of the pint's
initial appliad o the fuselsge rmmediotely below the
cockpit The sequence of camoutlage coloors lustrated is
one-of Zeveral vanations, pi s a viny provisonsl choice
based on-oobsurs redorded A rapodt o FEHSE - the
noes purple, then medium grey, dark oreen, lghl green,
purtle, then medidm grey snd derc green again. Marchner
phaked up twe victonies, the last one recorded an 30
Ciotober 1918

Gill, R “The Alburms of Wil Bessnstein’, Cross & Cocdads
Jotrgt Vol 25 No 4, 1984

Gray, P L, Profie Publcanons 43 - Plalz D I, Laathesnead,
Sueray, 1965

Grosz, P M and Krilger, E, F'falr - Frst Detided Story of the
Cormpany gnd s Famous-Plenes, Wost Roxbury, 1964

Grosz, PM, Alaiz O Wingsock Darsfile 107, Beikhamstog,
2004

Grosz, P'M, Plate 1 e Windsook Detsfile 71, Bafkhamated
TRE0

Grosz. P M, Fraiz O XIl Windsook Datifiie 41, Betkharmsisd,
1983

Grosz, P M, Haiz £ - E V! Windsack Darafile 59
Berkharstod, 19596

Herria, J, Ffafe Aireraft of Workd War 1 Boulder, CO, 2004




tmrie, A Csoray Arwar 17 - Geoman Fghrer Lisirs dune
18171318, Lurdon, 1878

Imnrie, &, Vintage Warkirds 16 — Gevrran Ay An Aces of
Wi Wer Oine, Pools, 1987

Jantsch, K F Kurt; dagadfiemos un Feoo; Megasburg, 1537
Jonas, I, An Air Fighles’s Scraptionk, | ondan, 1838
Jonws; | King of Air Fgirters: London, 1834

Jones, |, Tager Sousdron, London, 1554

Kastner, R, Sayenschs Flagar im ochggbn g, Grobenzel,
1R

Lawson, 5T [ed], *desis £ Under "Kobes™, Cross & Cockids
Internatianal Jovren, Vol T Mo 2 and 3, 1084

Lawson, 8 T, Foyal Prissian Eodsasial Ne 30, o &

= ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The author owes-a-grual dabl 1o mary peapss for thesr helpin
complling this wark | Petos M Ginsz atarsd ir sl with the
gragicat boan of hig photographs snid his indispensable
tetzgrch and examplz Mlex imris aizo prowided vaivatibe
phoicgraphs and advcs basad on his plopesaing research
Muanfred Thiemeyer cenertusly provedied rae phatographs
and isights too, The stattol the Mslory ol Avation Collection
at thie {Smiversity of Texas ol DRilas wore, a5 akhaya,
gutramaly halpful O Bren Browne kindly transhated significant
Gecrman taxts: Stophen Linwson gracinussy gaves of his vas)
krioiviodge of Josol Jacofia Chip Miny gerarously ehared hig
rave photographs from the: Bertel alinum-and Ecdy, Lambrecin
privadid rare ME) pnotogranhs. Thanks are extinded 10 Tery

Cockade Iropwtiods! Jotmmsl Val 21 No 22000
Lambrecht, E, Vsistegnds wetgeis Kool 2005

idckier, J, As omy Cheoonh dey Jsgostattal 37 Pwaibriicken,
21

-ﬁ'ﬁgunur, N Avarimn Awands of imperal Germamyin Wiond

[ 7 angl Ve Men Wha Frmed Tham Vols | w ), Primcsion
MNJ ang Atglee BA, 1985 0 2003

Puglizi, W, led), Raszch of sasta 43, Cripss & Oockaoe
JHorial Vol 8 No 4, 1867

Schriling, B, 'One of thest Flyors — Viw Ludwig Wishc, Foval
Bavaran Jasty 790 and 710, Cioas-& Coctade Grest Sritain
Jourtal Vel 11 Mo 1, 1960

Stark, R, (e fapespefiel unsers daimal, Leipag, 1832

Zoerl. W, Poir ie MérsFiteger, Musiph, 1938

“Toz' Prallips-and 1o the ressarch statf at the USAF Muscuth
whi weanl Lo sueh effot T provide oopes ol th Ayl Fuhe
dtuime. Dan-SEn Abibott, Lance Bronnenkenl, Jom

| pekachedd, George H Wilhamss. Jeck Hems; Azoon Weswer,
Ray Rimell, Gr Dieter H M Gromchel, Nermsn Franis, Relnhand
Kastmar and too many othirs 1 name all gave unsefishly of
thair tirme and motoszl. ik Chivan's asssstance end J5518
istngs were exigtinty velishle a5 abways. The author's musy
pollbaguis ol Ohver e Sront iwwswsovesthetrontoem), Cross
il Coekondtp inremarional hwwyy crossandoos kadu.corn] and
i Arsadnnne Forum [waenss thedal oo i Cosn| wesns
hetpful &5 w=sal and therr pubhcut=ong am: hghty
rmonmenandad

§3110N3ddY




JH l

All drawings on this page are of a
Flalz D lil and are to 1/72nd seals

i

. jME -y

=,

Al
e

e
] ?_‘—




All drawings on this page are of a
Plalz D s and are to 1/72nd scale




INDEX

+Rabenences oo MusmsTons ave shown o beld Fiems s

showan with page-cnd tagman iicaors = braciats

Abateoe ) DV 327900, DY 48 B2
AmBnsiebon. tm Bugsovon THEI 4 B0
Aimbzar Lo F Heirich 3031 W36 ER-H)
i, NOD Payd -2, 1, 21
Airirares Cos Horeld G862 B3
Augrmalian Fiying Gorgs. o 4 Son 0L 01 B8

Bamakiny. Uin Paven Fatfernin 29 308060, 62

Eauermtarg, LinKal 53

Eaumer, L4 Ryl 22 240 M. 00 B 2t |

Bialna 45 Faying Senvics |

Backer Lin-dLancwarr ¥ T8

Beckmann. 1 B Luchdy Lt 30080 5004, &4

Brthold, Cift ater Hoom) Fodolf 1232 32 WK 30
L L g

Bathia, (it Hans 25(35 010 70, foime 1 0L

.

‘Eilfik, L £ Pacd 58 G BFCGY, SH- 4

Blumensaatt, Galr Waltar 84

Enderschatz Aq) Had 2125

Eoarroe, Gt skar Franémon . 2028 305400
]

Eohning. L= g Hare 205 111 50, 56,50 &

Burhengr [ & F Wilhain S5-26

Buickar, Vv Cad 2830 12F 99, 00

Butiecia, Dbt Hans Jeathiry 2362 11 0 102

Eulioy-Hamkamp, Lin Wttee won 17

Caner, MajA D 55

Totity, Cat A H &

Conoenet, Sefr Watiner B/
Coming d'Aepazm raid 2-T1. 10
Covean, LHWE 130768

[lembone, L g A Faz - &)
Diaenhibar, bin 6 A Sever 55
Diegniow, Lin o FEan 1256, 01 G650, 99 5263
Dimaret, iyl A Fraschich 2435

Dhomkkarnct. Lin o B Rinkan ‘B4

v, Mlzj G070

[irog, 0ok Krt-gartear won 0 20 25 00

Ervmane, Vzhw Frisdrch B 6566
Evarsbukech famify Aled 7110 Bt 7, 95 0 Waltee
e

Famrmann. Fpotmt Brung B4

Jamar [ df 7} T

Fidoge. &ty 11, %5
Frigtrein, Lirid R Frindrieh Pt 261
Tushs. | vn el i Feardalf 301444 57 86

B, Boland 11
Bt Gefr 5 bE

Seaigl, e Heswch 4647, 8
Bervger. Firfo 18

-Bermian Ax Savis

Ameridagimgrarm B B2, B)

Ampe Fgpan AR 13 W 17

Fetd Fileger Abrmikna{F L A0ty 00 &85 11 W
VEUED B T 13140 AT B I 1)

ey trspiaktion der Framerenees 11, T4 185, 1

Aegrparotwadsr ST || TN, 0 W) 42

Jasrard, Epdeming 88 £ 030 1) ¥
‘RO TG, TN 5600 58 0 W 19-20
20-24 813534 B6( N3 -0 3L
BT P AT, S S Tk e
AT 00 A5-RE35 45 5L T AS
Bl 15 B 3 in W, a7 50), VA0 5 WS-T
TN TR IR 4297, M h B B
B3 05T 7, B W 8 %) A 41 61
A5 ATL 360, S ) 0 T TR
VB 510 30, 5 28 45 E) 5857 4p 4
18, 23T 51} 50 189,82 96h 53 06 54
A 0 A0 NS 8 B T
4384 1 AT B 06 SLET 0T 6E 56N

S84 9 60 T B T B TR
AL A 06 R ST
51 Fosloes 29040, 4, BT 916162 12
AR i aeytemsizer Kommaing 14! Brisnam
11-13. 13 Az Habsheim 1
tmmmmmwmm L6 B
S, 00 80
Barmn Mavy, Marine Al deprieifen (VE| B3
R R - B
ussmwet [ Grafven
Graszmann, Limd § Jusius 21, 25
Grmgoe \he Kol 8303
G, Ot Fobert S0
{Gemth. Dirfigit Hans 6

Fasmvamik, L B, B

keche Wohw 18, 2 B

resitmann. Ein 't B oy 800208028 -0 20, 6
Has @i

‘armal; Lty Wemeer 038 14100, 62 62

Happal Joachimvon 2287

Hesuchis Uit hax 31 _

tiahin tmg B Foig (X6 4 W), MR W0, -5 RTT

Helewgen, Lin o f Hara - T 7304

bolmm v by, -8, 4 46, 005248

bowatd, CE AW 22

Jagobe L d R Jneer S 50,50 0 6142 Hh W90 3)
Jenzee, L @ B ddhann 220

Jentsel, Wi Ko T ¥E, 4 r-s0

Jonas, | [T T 6l 63

Jopg, Vv Philic o

A v Hemann B 6

Fatiow, Vi i 54

fasgrshiact [lnaranion Miclsel 44 40 23 e

Katoanatem. Lm o B it

Kage Em Erch T MM

Higsenberin Viwlnte £ 8010 12 B LA
B AL

o, L T e 20 2220 13,04, 25 2L B3 50

Kizenahem Gefr Hee 61,61

\Hhar, Ay Andreas 959

&l Lin & RHarmech 47, 55 4

Kyphn Lind B Waker 64 865 8,56

Lamwin, Viw Jakok D37, 570 44 E5.80. 40

tame Limd R e 30, AL 1) 19

Lrebert IFt Emil 1

Lingeniider Uz Rudell 4748

Litthe, Ca Rutwert & 66

Eorty. it o A Py | 58, 580 40

Liwpnharch, L Erigh 307, 0, 20 70 06 L 27
Lixee. Barfr Limiz 50, &

b, Cape Friwan sk 04-s 80 B9, 65 6y

Warchnor, iifw Lidwig 32000, 500

Warwity, i Hams-Gaong von der 4T38. 43, 970 2604,
43 80 R R R AL T

dtars, | Forrinast 1 1

Banwal, Maj RS- 5

Mmr, Gatr Joast 45

Wity Capr EJX

Kdariens L Ma &)

Wayar, [t 0 B K Carios 2804

Marana-Saempr Typaa L andH ¢

hdiifiér. Lm 1 Fi Hang 30 015 5 90 &0 0
e, 41

Biimisier, ¥ Juiien 5
Kison, 1Lk Nichy' 68

mr Vha et Land R Hone 71T T3

fn Hivstas and Bvge 7
Farichan {mm 15

Fegh, W ar| B365-10
Plale 1SV W SEE, 410, UL Wb kb

A& Paizenl LB EE LW T R AL BIL AL
Farsgl /

O 518 20 -3, 547, 50, 95, b8 A/
1B 5 TR R 0 ) 13
53, 5 1301 0, NI BN Yo
183 ST S AR T,
AT 1 AW T Ay e
ALY AR 48, AT
I3, ST KL A7 R BT
IBEr WL S0, 4% A1 IETF 24l AT
b bl () BREVIERE B EEER L |
I, A8 &, 3

itz ot Y6, 4, b b8 BLUES AV B
T Q0 M e TR
AT 2R, B AT 3 SR
1836 B 47; 5l TESAT TR
S -, T BT e T
S, 54 A1 AL S, S AT
TV 47| SAT A T SR EHETS B0, ),
T HEHLT) 54 S, 130EAE BT S
W Jasee 28 W, e ) NS W), B, Jasis
15TE- 31 3 WS, 505 Jsas TEG TNET. 0
&5 0 3848 st 20 T Saars T0E, Jaim
A0, A, AT R, et Al L T
G B, ity T U B BOCE T Kt
e B0 ME S BLEA

OV 2, A, T 30, 0, - -8

(X8 FUAL 84, 11 340 520 BB, B4R

El V-T2 02 101438, 14 Fh 1)) 30, BOEE
S FREE A Rl N TS - BV

Piaugh, Lo f Ksn B2
nnEHar e hnen st avshem 17

Fage, Ammn Tom My

hasich, Lind HJoss! B9 B

Agyrter, Lin Vikior Brafwir 28520, 100

Aizimann, Vv Paul 5

ettt dantved von AL L B
micther H-21

Aiensbern P Haimuth =

Halerd: (112 ¥0, 10 Wi B0 58

Hnsaramn ﬂ!tﬂ‘!ﬂ'ﬁ'.f 1314 2E

Hiith, Dbt B Frict AT, N Al

Aniainng; Capt A 12 )

Amal hrFarts, Mo 74 S te—40 bl e, B

Auiceitliarg. Vive Frdiich 2127 I 324

it Mo, Ln it HiThein -
Sehater, L @ R Josat Wi, WL &7
Sehasel, Hers 1015 1
Sehille. G 85 B
Sehineh, it Edeard 41 14
Sehnesded. Lin Baman 56 2
Schim, Yy Hame 48 49
Sthuhi-Sohia ind A 86
Srhyttze; Lin Wikeim 75 )
Sthwaenbans:, Fpbm Lut -2
Strslafi Captd 53
Stark, Lin o F Buoolf 4 18,2003/, 07, 61 51-53, 52
bbb, -4

T, Gk 141

Thiry, Lend K Emdl T8 6
Trachrer, Gatr Jaion 8 4
Trickawattes. Wha Andress 96 -1/
Tatehisk, Hoim Acolt Fmes wan 31, 69,8/

Liat Emst TS @

Wooel (o R Peel B
‘oz, Lind A'\Wamar 0L E0, 20, 2 ZX 43 B

Wesgand, e bmat 21, 22—
Whihe Capt High B 231}
Willigmeor-Jonar. Cant CE 54
Whszthedf, Kt 24, 28




Rela ted_'l_"_it]cs_ 1

ISBN

1 85532 9603
1841762229
184176223 7
1841763160
1841765341
1 841765333
| 84176 728 X
1 84176729 8
1 84176877 4
1 84176 886 3
1 B4176 726 3
1 B4176 752 2

184176 753 0

184176727 1
184176924 X

SERIES

Aircraft ol the Aces
Aircraft of the Aces
Aircraft of the Aces
Aircraft of the Aces
Aircraft of the Aces
Aimmaft of the Aces
Ainraft of the Aces
Aircraft of the Aces
Alrcraft of the Aces
Alrcrall of the Aces
Aviation Ellte Units
Aviation Elite Units

Aviation Elite Unils

Aviation Elite Unils

Elite

No.

4]
67
16
17

—
e
o

TITLE

Albatros Aces.al Waorld War 1

SPALD VI Aces of World War 1

Fokker Dr | Aces of World War 1

SPAD XX Aces of World War 1
Sopwith Camel Aces of World War 1
Fokker D VII Aces of World War 1 Part One
Sopwith Triplane Aces of World War 1
Fokker D VII Aces of World War 1 Part Twao
Balloon-Busting Aces of World War |
Sopwith Pup Aces of World War |
*‘Richtholen’s Clreus® Jagdgesclmwader Nr 1

SPA124 Lafiavette Escadrille; Americin Volurnteer Alrmen
In World War 1

Crroppe de Combat 12, 'Les Cigognes': France's Ace Fighter
Group in World War 1

Jagdgeschwader Nr If Geschwader ‘Berthold”

German Air Forces 1914-T78

Visit the Osprey website

Author information

Competitions and prizes

www.ospreypublishing.com

Information about forthcoming books

Read extracts and see sample pages

Sign up for our free newslelters

To order any of these titles, or for more information on Osprey Publishing, contact

Bsprey: Deroct (Morth- America)  Toll free

Cisprey Direct [LIE)

|-B66-030-€9%] Fox

Ted 44 (09 F233 143863 Fox

8006532436 £

A4 ([U11533 443840  Emal inlodBrnorepderncyon Uk

Vg -|1|q'|r--|.-1'.-11.rrrr iy

www.osprevpublishing.com



+ OSPREY AIRCRAFT

OF THE ACES® « 71

The Plalz Flugzeug Werke was third [ofter Fokker

and Albatros] in the great friumvirate of German

fighter manufacturers in World War 1. Initially building
copies of Morane-Saulnier parasol monoplanes for the
German oir service when war broke out, its first truly
original Fighter was the sleek D lll, which was produced
in quantity along with the improved D llla. These scouts
equipped many Jogdstaffeln in 1917-18, and the
rotary-engined D Vllis and sturdy D Xlis also saw limited

OSPREY AIRCRAFT
OF THE ACES

Comprehensive histories of the alite

fighter pilots, and the aircraft that
they flew
+ A unique source of intarmation
researched by recognisad experts, and
brought to lite by firsthand accounts
[

trom |he combal velerans themselves

aufncribafi supported

commissioned

« Concise,
by at least 30 specially
original colour ariworks, new scale
plans and the besl archival photography

tram around the world

Pfalz Scout Aces of World War 1

OSPREY

PUBLISHING

combat towards the end of the war. Never as popular,
or as numerous, as rival Albatros or Fokker designs,
the Pfolz scouts were nevertheless flown by a number
of weltknown oces, including Werner Voss, Carl
Degelow and Erich lowenhardt. Their exploits, and

their aircraft, are detailed in this unique publication
through firsthand accounts, more than 90 period
photographs and specially commissioned hullcolour
profile and planform artwork.

ISBN 1-84176-998-3

JHI




	001.jpg
	002.jpg
	003.jpg
	004.jpg
	005.jpg
	006.jpg
	007.jpg
	008.jpg
	009.jpg
	010.jpg
	011.jpg
	012.jpg
	013.jpg
	014.jpg
	015.jpg
	016.jpg
	017.jpg
	018.jpg
	019.jpg
	020.jpg
	021.jpg
	022.jpg
	023.jpg
	024.jpg
	025.jpg
	026.jpg
	027.jpg
	028.jpg
	029.jpg
	030.jpg
	031.jpg
	032.jpg
	033.jpg
	034.jpg
	035.jpg
	036.jpg
	037.jpg
	038.jpg
	039.jpg
	040.jpg
	041.jpg
	042.jpg
	043.jpg
	044.jpg
	045.jpg
	046.jpg
	047.jpg
	048.jpg
	049.jpg
	050.jpg
	051.jpg
	052.jpg
	053.jpg
	054.jpg
	055.jpg
	056.jpg
	057.jpg
	058.jpg
	059.jpg
	060.jpg
	061.jpg
	062.jpg
	063.jpg
	064.jpg
	065.jpg
	066.jpg
	067.jpg
	068.jpg
	069.jpg
	070.jpg
	071.jpg
	072.jpg
	073.jpg
	074.jpg
	075.jpg
	076.jpg
	077.jpg
	078.jpg
	079.jpg
	080.jpg
	081.jpg
	082.jpg
	083.jpg
	084.jpg
	085.jpg
	086.jpg
	087.jpg
	088.jpg
	089.jpg
	090.jpg
	091.jpg
	092.jpg
	093.jpg
	094.jpg
	095.jpg
	096.jpg
	097.jpg
	098.jpg
	099.jpg
	100.jpg

