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On the sfternoan af 7 June 1953,
future ten-kill ace Capt Halph S Parr
encountarad ensmy NiG-15s for the
wery firal thme whilst a1 the controls
of an F-88F. He was no combat
novice, however, having already
seen scthon in World War 2 and
during a previcus tour in Korea, Parr
and his three squadronmates from
the 4th FW's 3351h FS were
saarching for MiG-15s, and the
future sce soon spotted movemeant
lonas over the Yalu River, Diving
down from 41,000 f, he quickly
closed on his foe. However, Parr's
MG was then joined by & further 15
communist jetsi It was too late to
back off. so the Sabre pilot pressed
hame his attsck single-handedby.
He subsequantly recalled;

“After slowly overshooting, |
waiched the MIG leader reverse
undil we wera literally canopy-fo-
canopy in & rolling scissors, with
esch of us looking Into the other's
cockpit. | waited for an opportunity.
and it came when tha MiG pilot
made a slight change. With a lintle
forward stick and some rudder, |
slid in behind him so closs that |
thaught | would hit him with the
nose of my Sabre. | backod off just
a bit and was still at point blank
range. which was sbout ten feet. We
were still right down on the deck] |
could not miss, but sach time | fired,
my alreraft would stall out due to
the axtramely tight tum and the
vibration of the guns. My only
option was 1o work my way through
the MiG's jet wash and into position
again.

‘By the time | had fred my fourth
or fifth burst, my F-88 was soaked
wiith MiEG fuel. My next burst
resulted in flames streaming fram
the MiG back around both sides of
my afrcraft and over the canopy. At
that moament the MG s englne guit,
and | shot past it just as it nosed
right into the ground and sxploded
But the mission was far from aver
at this point. Another MiG was
closing on me from the left. and
an immediate overshoot slowed
me to reverse and, firing a long
burst straight shead, the tracers
walked right through the MIG
before it could get out of range.”

MNow there were five MiGs trying
to eut inside; and Parr had to pull 3
tight left tumn to kesp them st bay,
but he was being hosed down with

First publisheed m Geeat Browsin in 2006 by Osprey Publishing
Midland Honse, Weesr Way, Bodey. Ohefond, CX2 0PI

44 % Park Avenue South, New York, NY. 10016, USA

E-mail; info@ospreypihiishing.com

63 2006 Osprey Publishing Liminal

AT vights reserved, Aparr from any i dealing for che purpose of private sy,
sescarch, crincism or reYiew, as permiteed under the Copyright, Design and Pstenis
Act 1988, to part of thiss publication muy be reprodipead, stored ina rermeval
wvagem, of transmimed in any form or by any means, elecrronic, elecrrical, chemical,
mechamical, opoical, photcopying, reconding or otherwise withour prior wiiteen

permission. All ernguinies should besddressed taihe publisher,

ISBN 10: | B4E765% 7
15BN 13 9781 841769967

Fdired by Tony Holmes

Py destion by ‘Losry Prusaes

Cover Armwork by Mark Postlerhwaie

Aircraft Profles and Line Arowork by Mark Sexlinge
Lendex by Al 1 hatcher

Crriginared by PPS Girsmers, Leeds, UK

Prinred and hownd in Ching through Bookboilders

O U7 68 09210 109 87654321

Farz vatalogue ol all books published by Oksprey please conraer:

NORTH AMERICA

Cliprey [hieer, ofo Rondoim Hlense Distriburion Cenrer,
400 Hihn Hogd, Weamisies, MO 21157
E-maibinfo@osprevdirect.com

ALL OTHER REGIONS

Ohprey Birect UK 170, Bax 140 Wellingborough, Northants; MNS 2EA, LIK
E-muil: infoi@asprevdirect.onink

www.ospreypublishing.com

Eprrop’s MoTe

T make this hese-selling serics as authoritacive as possible, the Editor would be
Inlﬁlﬂ:blflj Ill_ i]l_'ll:ltit_: r-Tl_l:l'“ Ij"l' illdi'- |d1|.|1 WIHl |ll|l:|.' I“l-lrl.' ||.-II.\f.|||| l‘lhl‘r!ig!“l‘]“".
ducumentarion o firsr-hand experiences reliting 1o the world's elite pilors; and
their aircrafy, of the virious thestres of war, Any material weed will be credivad w
its original source. Plese wriitd w Tony Hobmes s e-midl s

rony. holmed@naprev-jers freeserve.cn.uk

cannon fire from afl five. All of this
was playing out at almost tree-top
lewvel, He was firing 8t anything that
popped up in front of him, Evidently,
Parr had one MiG pilot's attention
because when it tried to manoeuvra
ourt of his line of fire, it hit the
ground and exploded. The others

hroke off and hesded in the
direction of the Yalu, Daspite all

of this action in such a short period
of time, Parr’s Sabre was never hit,
and he was credited with two
MiG-15s destroyed and ane
damaged [Cover artwork by Mark
Pastlethwaits|
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INTROBUETICN

INTRODUCTION

s the Cold Wer heated up with the commumnisg blockade of Berin in June | 048, the n Wi bty for the

armed forces of the Unived Smreswas homeland defence. Ax thae time, the Firse production esamples of

the I-B6A Sobre were just mlling off North Amencan's Inglewood. Calitornia, asembly line, The bew
fighter of its generation, the Sabre was then sl eight months away from entering frontline service. And once
F-86As began 1o reach USAE figheer groups. they bad one simple mission 1o perform = 1o defend Novth
America from ameack by Sevier long-range hombers

As a dircer restilt of this policy, no fghter groups ousideof the contrencal United Stares hid received the
superior Sabre by the dme North Korcan 1T-34-85 ranks rolled south across the 38th Parallel and headed for
Scoulon 25 June 1950, Despite this acr ofaggression having caughe the TS milivary, and s South Korean, allies
by surprise, the UUSAF in particular was confident that it could secure aerfal supremacy-over the bandefield with
its Lockheed F-80 Shoodng Stars, which were based in néarby Japan, Afrer all, the Norh Korean People’s Air
Force (NKPAF) was equiipped cxclusively with Wodd War 2-vintage piston-engined aireralt supplied by the
Sovier Unio,

For the firt five months of the war. thie F-80s did indeed dominate North Koresn skies, prcvu'ﬂ'mg_m'rr the
handful of MKPAF Yal=971 15, | a-Ts and -1 0 that were encountered . However, the lirst sipn dhar the Tockbeed
Rghter's undisputed dominance was soon o come to 20 eand came during the afternoon of | Novemnber 19510,
Two F-31 Mustang pilars of the 18th Fishrer-Bomber Group ('8G) sported a pair of swepr-wing fighrers near
the Yalu River, Oneweek larer, 115 Russell | Brown of the F-BUC-squipped 16uh Figher Squadron/51st Fighrer
Wing claimed the workd's first jer-versus-jet viciory when he downed onc of six sitver swepr-wing MiG-15s that
had jumped a fighe of E-511s.

Diespite this first success for the Shooring Srar, it quickly became olwious than tie MiG-15 'was o far superior
Fighrer that hoasted a higher speed and greater ceiling than the straight-wing F-80C. Although this cngagement
proved that the Shootine Star could cope for now, increasing numbers of MiG-15s would soon challenge the air
superiority that Linited Narions™ forces had enjoved since the conflict had commenced. Eaget (o prevent this
from happening, the Far Fast Air Force (FEAF), which controlled all USAF assers in-thicarre, made an urgent
requisst to the Alr Force High Command chat icimmediately be sent F-86 Sabres. Within 72 hours of the firsr
all-jerdogfighrhaving mken place, orders had been cur that would see the USAF s second Sabire fighter groupsei
o korea:

Furthiermoe, Suarepie Air Command’s best fighrer escorr wing (equipped wirh =841 Thunderjers) would
also be comniiteed o combar o help relieve some of the pressure being exerted on the F-80 units that were
Aving cliose air support, interdiction and fighrer escore missions.

The F-86 unit flagged for deployment to the war zonewas the 4th FW, which had been only the second wing
to teceive Ssbres in March 1949, Within hours of being told that it wias Korea-bound, the unic had desparched
49 jets vo Naval Air Sration (NAS) Morth Tskand, in San Diego, and 26 aireraft to San Francisco, where the F-80s
were quickly loaded onwo an aircraft carrier and civilian-owned st rankers as deck cargo, destined for Japan. By
mid-Dieccmber; aircraft. servicing equipmenr and personnel were in—theatre, the jers .-.nlwt'nlm:nt[} being flivwn
o Kimpo Air Base, near Seoul.

For the next 37 months, the 4ch FW would play 2 coneral pare in the struggle for acrial supremacy over Morth
Kaorea. Much of this fishring would rake place in the condensed airspace in the northwestern corner of the Korean
Penmsula knownas MiG Alley’. Tndesd; USAF stanistios published soon after the war had ended stared thar 90
per centof all MiG-15s engaged south of the Yalu River were encounrered in "MiG Alley”.

As the deeds of dhie Sabre piloes resonared cast across the Pacific, the U5 media began to pick up on the ‘jecace
race’ that was being fought out over Worth Korea The reporting of the Sabre pilos” exploies struck a chord with
the general public that had not been seetr in America since the days of Gen Claire L Chennaule's “Flying Tigers'
it China a decade carlicr. Much of the fighting was being done by thedth FW, and some 23 of the 39 Sabre dies

o emerge from rhe Korean War hailed friom the wing. Thisvolume chronicles their story.




THE NEED
FOR SPEED

hen the 4th FW received i arders 1o head uy Korea on 11

November 1930, the wing found itsclf having 1o gacher up

.':||'l\.'r.'l1'.|'I Pt'r‘:(i.ﬂ"ll'l .'.rl.! :'l:llll‘.'l-‘r!t-!'lr :"\-Prl.".hi ACTNE I
different locations. The 4uli had been operating jeis rom diuee east coast
airfields ~ irs headquarrers and the 334ch F5 were based ar Mew Castle

County Airport, Delaware, the 335ch B8 called Andrews AFH, Vi

bome. and the 536ih FS was Hving out of Dover AFB, &lso in 1
Fhe wing had spread its unies berwien these bases in August 1950
bar vererans from World War

3

Manned primarily by oo

HEL 2wy .I|'|L wiartiime redidd Fromm ik Seivice wirh

> in the UK, e 4th PW had already achicved a fow s v

fighrers. It was the Bt active jer

t&r it 1 fperate from the eadst

corast, Following its switch Fram F-51Ds to B-80C i March 1947, and in

st F-86As. the 4th won

lay 1949, just rwo months afer receiving i

first plage in the jer class ar the USAF Gunnery Meer in Las. Ve
Nowvember 1950, the wing would add vo this lise by becernung che fivse

v for combar with che Sabre

urnic eoede
\\l\ |'|'
5 Viandenher

Liast, the wing had less than a weck vo prepare rseif. On 15 MNovember

i the 4th FW received word from UISAT Chiel of 5t Gen Hiovr

|!.II 1 WS 10 prepeEre for I'I'.I'.Il.!n.l.:.IlL' moveinent Lot Far

wine personnel and rhe 334th and 335ch Fas flew inmo NAS Morch [sland
tn prepamtion lor the fast trip 1w Japan aboard the atverale caerier LSS
Cape Expevance (CVE-88). With the wessel's flishedeck full of Sabres; thy

336ch S wiis forced o flv to MeClelland AFB, near Saa Francscn, and

paded aboard fowr last
y before the

Opersted by the Military Sea
Transportation Service s &
dedicated aircralt transport vessel,
thir lormeer Waorkd War 2 esohr]
carrier LI5S Cape Esperance
|CVE-E8) carried F-86As for two of
the 4th FW's three sguadrons from
Calilornia to Japan in NMovembuer-
Decamber 1950, it took the carrier
13 days to maks the voyage across
the Pacific from San Diego to
Kisarazu (John Henderson|

H1
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CHAPTER ONE

The 4th FW's Sabres are seen sitting
on the crowded flightdeck of Caps
Esperance soon sfter the wessal's
arrivel at the Yokosuka nawy yard.
Mote the tria of FEF-5 Hellcats in the
lett foreground [North American)

MNorth American provided expert
help in the field with their small
army of Technical Representatives,
who helped keep the Sabres in the
gir throughout their tenure in the
Korean War. The individus! in the
black basehall cap is Jahn
Henderson, who travelled to the war
zone with the 4th FW as part of the
team supporting the F-86A. To his
left ia future 515t FW “tech rep’
James B Moddeell [Jobin Hendersan)

carricr, and the ships were ar sca for approximacely 15 days prior o
artiving at their fnal destination of Yokosuka, just south of Tokyo

John Henderson wis Morth Anretican’s senior technical representative
sent with the 4th 'W o Japan, and he commented on the carly rechnical
mialadics that beser the wing onee ir reached the Far Fasg

Fhe 4th experienced some sevious problems.once the Sabires were ol
loaded in Japan. Thesalt spray from the heavy scas tharwere encouneered
during the Pacific crossing had caused widespread corrosion between the
dissimilar metals of the F-86"s airfoils. All aiteral exposed to die elemenis
on the carder s fightdeck and abosnd the tankers had been affeced., Fucl
| eonmminaion ftom sottensd hued quantity fmnsminer cork Hoars in the

wing cells themselves also cansed problems. Treating the cormosion alaie
delayed rhe wing by a weck in reaching Korea,

‘Although the rechnical problems wers soom overcome, the wing was

still strugeling v find available space for is Sabiees an che soall buses in

South Korca, All usable airficlds

were  alrerdy jam packed warh
fighter-bombers (F-Bs and F-514),
ﬁnk!- the heavy [EENEPOTT ﬂ|fl._r'<'||:fwi IC
beating up the PSP (pierced-stecl
planking) runways. The only air
base in South Korea that could serve
the needs of the Sabres was Kimpo.
And oily 32 jets (of the 75 on
strength with the wing). known as
Detachment A, could inirially be
aperated front Korea due ' the aus

tere facilities on-sire, Char primary

|J;.L‘|I:' o I'rl:ltr.il HITES 'r\'“l[l.ril TI'.'F”F['IFH =

iy remain in Japan at Johnson AB:
“I'he December move from John-

son AR o Kimpoe AB was eseneially




carried out by the 336th IS in the
main. This was primanly because
the umit’s jetshad-arnved in Japan 2
few days carlier than Cape Erperanre,
which had been slowed by a drive
shaft problem as 0t crossed the
Pacific. This meant thar the 336th
had already restored a number ol s
jets o (lvine stanus ar Johnson AB,
and was organising irselffor combar,
when its two sister squadrones linally
136ch jets were duly
flown o Kimpe on 15 December,

arnved. Seven
the lead areraft being piloed b
group CO, and World War 2 ace.
Col John € Meyer, Additonal sireraft were flown v following an
improverment in the weather unl Detachmient A finally reached it full
strenyeth of 32 Sabres. We now had aircrafy and pilots from all theee
squadrons ready ro fly combar nrissions.

“Phie o the cold empetamres we encountered in Korea, the 125
malntenance personnel in Korea experienced gresr difficuliies when it
came oy servicing and rearming the jess. There was an assortment af
sysrems failures during: those early days of combar operations, including

drop rank problems, sticking aileron boost control valves, laggmnng en

in flighe, rurbine (wheel) blade op erosion, reduced canopy visibilicy and
ant assorrment of hydraolic leaks. There were also several cases of frose
bitten fingers for the grounderew working onr in the oper, and it was so
cold thar a bucket of warer would fresze just eygh fzet rom the tent stove
thar was poing full blas!’

Drespive wrestling with extremi wearher condirions, and the impact it
had on their jers. the persan nel of Detachment A remained focuscd on
their primarny mission — mainiining aic sipctiotiny over MNorth Korea, no
matter what the cost. The Sabre pilors also Aow o hamdful of Ggheer
bounber escort and wearher reconnpsiince missiony over northwess
Korea: The 4th FW soon got wsed 1o this daily combar routine in-rheatre

from Kimpo, which remained unchanged. bar o short period of basing

F-B6A-5 48-297 of the 334th FS has
its-anging warmed up on the Klmpo
AB flightline on Christmas Day
maorning after a bitterty cold night
out in the open. Note the lsftover
snow fram a previous storm.
Amongst the initial batch of

Sabres sant to Korea, 48-2397 was
eventually written off on 11 July
1961 when its pilot failed to recover
thee jet fram & spin during & training
Hight from Johnzan AB

|John Henderson)

Weather condithons were ahweys

@ problem at the forward operating
bases such as Tasgu and Suwon.
The PSP unways and taxiways

al both sites was soon left in poor
condition due 1o the dozens of
heavy transport aircraft that
shuttied through the airfields on &
dafly basis. These 4th FW pilots are
trying to make it out to the flightline
in marly 1957 during & late winter
thaw lJack Wingol

from Suwonand Tacgu ABs during

the earhy monchs of 1951

——InTo ComBAT —

Reécords stare that the 4th FW s ini

Hal temporary dury o the Far Basc
saw a motal of 131 officers and 413
cnlisted men make the move. These
Pgrtiress included pitos and suppor
persorinel, |he respansthility placed
on them was considerable, for they
were abour o cnger an uncemaIn
arena in which the enemy's capabili-
unknown

ties  were  relavely

Indeed, s they serded inro cheir

03345 HO4 933N IHI




CHAPTER ONE

temporaty bases in Japan, the queston on every pilots mind was jusr
how tough would the new MiG-135 be. and whar were s characreristics.

espoctally is strengths and weakneses?

Intelligence sources wore of linde help. All dhey had o go on were
carmners-gun prerures ancl sketohy descriprions provided by F-51 and F-RO
pilots who had wsually viewed the arcmb from akie Cne thing was
ke for certiin though. 'he MiG-1 5 colld dlimb faster than anything
seen beldre —an mmingos portent ofins fnpqhi?irics: cspc;'jAU_'.' when lown
by an cupericnced pilor, And anodher thing —the MiGa would be flving
just @ shore disrance from dicir Manchurian bases, leaving them warh
plenty of fuel for 2 light: The F-86s on the other hand, would have
mravelled abour 200 miles by the ume they armved over " MiG Alley’, They

wonld he low on fiel, for oven when firced wich owo 120-

eallomn external
drop tanks, the Sabre’s combar radins was only abour 500 miles.

O 15 Decomber 4ch FW CO Col John © Mever led a derachmenc of
F-86A% from |ohpson o Kimpo: Wing records seate that at 7550 hrs that

same day. seven Sabees fown by

pilots of Decschment A left Kimpe
for the MNorh Kora-Mainchuria
bonder. Althowgh this Righrwas per-
formed primarily for orentagon
and familiarisation purposcs, it rep
fesented the Sabres it venmure
over cnemy-held eedory. The mis-
ston passed withour cvenr, as no
MiGs were sighted, and another
parrol scheduled for the following
dav was cancelled duc o bad
weather. The firse clash wiis pose-
poned, bur not for long.

On 17 December 336ch BS CO
Lt Col Bruce W Hinton led o flighe
of F-86s on a combal ak patrol
along the Yalu River. It did not rake
log foie thermy o aronise the enemy’s
actention, and the flishcs No 2 moan
warned of four bopics fyine in 2
southeasierly direcoon towarnd the
Sabres. The:MNo 3 pilor called tha

The air bases in Japan were in far
better condition than those in Sowuth
Korea, as this photograph of the
334th F5's F-86A-5 49-11583 at
Johnsan AB in early 1957 proves.
This airfield was used as a rnajur
staging area for the 4th FW prior

to its units heading 1o Korea for
combat {John Henderson)

A high-scoring Mustang ace with
the 352nd FG in World War 2, Cal
John O Meyer, saen here on the lef,
went to Korea with the 4th FW as its
graup commander. This photograph
was taken ot Suwon AB in March
1957, Meyer discussing tactics with
some of his pilots pror to ying yed
another misslon. He clatmed two
MIG-15 kills (Al Beaty




they were swept-wing jets. Hinton

suhsequently described thar histonc

st encountor:
| ;-“' ‘\Jl

ohserved lout bogles coming from

pilor in oir flighe

Sinuiju, and our No 3 confirmed

the sighfing as swept-wing types.

They were st approximately 18,000

Ere W ar 25 (Wi fr. We

b and wy

proceeded 1o mim into the ehemy
atrcrafr, diving all e wap, The
Mitis were in barde formanon, and
thoy  immediarely  went me a
climbing rght trail. We continued
our tirn, and we hi.‘:_‘..'-.'! [O OO TErm
them while pulling about five Gs. At thar dimie the enemy formation
seemed to Jose tntegrity as they observed us coming in, and they levelled
ouran a heading parallel with the Yalu River.

‘I picked out their lead element w anack, and when | was at a dissance

of about 4000 {t their exrernal wnks came off. Checking my airspeed.

1 moved into the "six o'clock”™ position of the MiG elemen. Ar thar fime,

I noticed thar we were redlined at 0.95 Mach. My Mach meter was quite

a way past the red line, and it was the fastest | had ever Hown an E-86.
Our Nos 3 and 4 broke off and |'u.-:__',|11 pursuing the other MG

clement. | picked the closest one, which was their No 2,

ind put my
pipper squarely on where s main fucl tank showld beve been and
continued to chose. My radio teansmireer had prore out, bur Feould hear
the ather pilots in my flight talking on the fadio, and as 1 gor o within
firing range | stopped hedring any mansmissions: When [ had closed o
within 1500 fr of the MiG | opengd fire with a short burst. 1 fored

numerous sirikes with my AP [armoue-picrcing incendiary) rounds.

I hey foumd their mark, und T spotved faid/smeke g brom several
hiles in the MilG's wing — this was either fuel leaking from incetival tanlks
ot smoke from my burning APT rounds.

Trwas ar this poine that | realised 1 did not have my wingman with rme
anel had probably lose him when we macle the break, ax no one was able o
hear my radio transmission

‘All of a sudden, the pilor of my
MiGG poipped his speed brakes and
then retracted them immediately
which increased my rate of closure
s | put my pajpaper on his wailpipe o
get at his engine. My reasoning was
that the cold airand non-valaule jet
Fael might inhibit burning orexplo-
siof of his Fuel anks. Before | could
squecze off another burse, my Sabre

and bounc-

began viedently twist

ing in the MiG's jer wash, so [ shid
off ta chic inside slightly, deanng the

turbulence. At this poine, my rangc

336th FS pilots “chew the fat’ whilst
enjoying a cigarette break ot Suwon
AR In the early spring of 1251, They
wrill soon head to their j21s and take-
off on a combat alr patrol over MG
Alley’. On the far loft is squadron
commander Lt Col Bruce Hinton,
wiivo claimed the 4th FW's first
MiG-15 kill on 156 Decamber 1350
[dohn Hendarson)

This was one of the early
scoreboards kept by the 335th F5at
Suwon. The red stars are confirmed
kills, whitst the others are damaged
or probable victories. James Jabara,
who was the 4th's first Sabre ace,
has his name on this list, despite the
fat that he was actually assigned
to the 334th F5. This is explained by
the fact that the 335th FS was the
parent unit at Suwon in the spring
af 1951, and pilots from the 334th
and 336th F5s would rotate through
tha base fram Johnson AB

|Richard MMerian)

G345 HOL GI4N JHIL



CHAPTER ONE

This planform photograph of Lt Gol
Hinton's F-864-5 49-1180 Squanes
wias taken by an RE-45 Tormado
reconnaissance jet whilst flying on
& mission over North Korea in early
1951, Hinton was leading a flight
of four escorting Sabres af the time.
The distinctive black and white
stripes were applied to all F-86s in-
theatre in 1950-51, making the jet
eazy to spot from grest distances
[Edward Kendrex)

The MiG-15 was equipped with

23 mm and 37 mm cannon, whose
siow rate of fire usually meant that
an alert F-B5 pilot could evade most
rounds. Howewver, if the Sabre was
hit by & 37 mm shell in particular, it
usually meant hesvy damage ar loss
of the aircraft aftogether. This 334th
F5 F-B6A took a large -calibre cannon
round in the flaps, but still made it
back to base | Phil Anderson!

was only aboue 800 {1, wnd 1 gave
him o long burse. Pioces flow off and
his tail pige was filled wich snaoke. A
second lfater, a long plume of Bame
lengsthened our of the opening. His
airspeed dropped and [ pur our my
speed brakes and douded hack
idle, but T was sl gaining on bim.
We hung dhere in the sky, mrning
left, with my F-86 Li._E’IhE against his
underside in o show formation, swep-
arated by just five feer,

‘Moving back io-a liring posi-
ton once again, | shor off another
long burst that resuleed in moec
flames exiting che @ilpipe; These
coveloped the entire MIG, which saddenly did a reverse nirn and flipped
onito its back, before slowing down and rapidly losing altioude in a stecp
dive. The strioke rrail went straight toward the oround approsimately ten
miles southeust of the Yalu, belaw 10,000 L No explosion was seen,”

All told, Hinfen had fired 1500 rounds 1o bag his MiG, and he
celebrated his success with a victory roll ar 500 knots aver Kimpo upon
his et o base.

While he was scoting the F-86's first confirmed kill, two other 336Gth
F5 Subire pilors had engaged the second element of Mitss thag had injeially
been spotted. They zerved in on the No 4 jet, and pushing their airspeed
tor (.98 Mach, wese slowly gaining on the communist fighrer: The Mils
pitot then made a loft toen and hesded straighe down roward the Yaly,
accelersting rapidly. The Sabre pilots were furesd w0 quickly take 2
Heeting shor ar the figheer frivm long distance, and oe of them reported
seetngan aircraft pouring smoke and fre, heading seraighe for the grrumn]

Hinzon's MG,

I'he first major confromation had ended in Bavour of the F-86. bur the
battle berween rhe rwo jets was juse lh:ginning_. ['he ath FINTs pilos now
knew something else abour their oppanent — when the MiG; dropped its

nose and  accelerated, ° was

extremely fast, Indeed, tn this Hrse
engazement pw machines had esed
theirspecd to escape unscathed,
Five diis larer, on the marming of
12 Diecernber, rhe stage was set fora
much larger duel. Two F-86 fighes
were crising at 33,000 [t when they
encountered several MiGs, and the
cosuing dl.ri.:_l'ight wias  brick, bur
intense. It would also be the [irt
tme thar the Americans experi-
enced the offect of the OpPOsITon’s
heavy eplibre guns. Cape Bach way
caueht lroin behind as he broke
bard righe, 37 o rounds hitting




hix wing roor and cassing his F-364
(49-1176] 1o besin a series of vio
lent snap-rolls. Bach punched ooc
aind bécane a prisoner ol wa
Po¥'). This was the conflict's frst
Sahre combat loss.

But Bach'y capture wis soon
avenged thar afiernoon in whae
wanld prove mbe one of the F-86%
most successtul fights, considering
the edds. Only eight jers partici-
pated in this combar air parrol, bur
e the dust had senled deeir pilos
had scored six confirnved Mils kills

I'he Hight leaders on this occ-
sinn were two of the most experi-
enced piloes in the business — Cal
John C Meverand Lo Col Glenn T
Eagleston, both ol whesn were

high-scoring Mustang aces from Woeld War 2. At the climax of the

bartle there were elements of MiG-15s stattered From 32,000 fo down m
rree-tap level, As fuel wias running low, some of the F-80s started working
their way back to the south, One element spotred two Mitss ar 000 fr
and could nor pass up the opportaniny this offered, Within a minuee horh
enemy jets had been shon down, The victorious Sabres weee led: by
Eagleston, with Lt John Odierne as his wingman. Mever had one of the
moare spectacular kills that afrernoon when, fiving ar 200000 k. he gor in
a high-deflection burse at 5 fst-moving MiG. His rounds impacred all
over the ajrcralt, causing ic 1o disineegrare.

Several faces emcereed from the subseguent debrishing. Fime, the

importance of rhe pwo-ship element, even in Basi-moving high-mach
fights, was clear. It also seemed thar most Mits pilors tricd roser up their
firing positions from the rear, bur in each case the Sabre wingmen were

able 1o keep their ‘shooters” inforped, enabling the Fo865 w emerge

Capt James Roberts, 1Lt Ward Hin,
Lt Caol John Meyer and 1Lt Arthur
O"'Connor relive their one-sided
clash with MiG-15s on 22 Decamber
1950. Roberts, Meyer and O'Connor
all claimed hills | Ward Hitt)

Yet another Waorld War 2 ace to
enjoy early success with the ath PV
in Korea in 1950-51 was Lt Col Glenn
Eagleston, who flew this F-BGA-5
[49-1281) at various times during
his gombat tour. He claimed two
MIG-15 kills, one probable and
seven damaged, with one of the
latter coming in this very jot on

B April 1951. 45-1281 was lost in
combat with MiG-15s on 25 June
19657 |Australizn War Memorial
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CHAPTER ONE

withour loss. Kills were credited 1o
Meyer, Eagleston and Cdr Pap]
Pugh (2 US Navy exchanee pilod),
all from 4th W HO); Capr James
Robens (333th) and Tix Arthur
O'Uonnor (336th) and Odiorne
(334th).

Onidie Final day of Decernber, the
Ath sene 33 Sabres to pacrol the Yalu
argund the rown of Sinuiju. These
aireraft were spliv into two different
Rights which were spagpered in tim-
ing s thatas the first san low.on fuel

the second would come on smtion.

Aldhough the weather was perfect,

the MiG-15s staved on the ground: This trend condnued inte 1951,
Ciroup records state that in the final two weeks of Diecember 1950, 234

sorties had been logped, dnd MiGs had been engaged 76 rimes, The

restles were cight ::-Hif.:iall}r credited kills and owo probables foe the loss ol

ane F-Hi.

Demchment A's existence w Kimpo {and als Suwon} ended on the
afrernoonof 2 January 1951 when the Chinese advance threatened UN
bases in the northern sectors of South Korea, Al tactical aiceraft unies,
and personnel, were evacuated o the Japanese bases-ar lTaenke and
Johnson. the 4th goinp ro the lareer site. Enemy forces were very close o
over-running Kimpa when the last USAF unirs pulled our.

After initially revurning o Johnson AB, the 4th FRW was finally able to
malee tenrative steps back inro Korea in eatly 1951 when the Clinese
advance had been halted. The wing starred by launching missions from
Taepu AB, which was some distnce south of Kimpo. Operations were
scvercly hampered by a general lack of external fuel tanks and the greacer
fving distance m and from ‘MG Alley’, and the two combined 1o make

it almos inpossible firr the wing o conduct praductive air patrily over
nomhwestern Korca,
With full scale Combar Air Parrols: having o 'be temporarily

abandoned, the 4th's sentor oflicers began 1o look around For other ways
o keep the wing in the fisht until a more suible airfield could he
securetl. One role thar was briefiy adopred was the air-re-ground mission.
The reascniing behind this wis thar the Sabre was much faster than the
-84, swhich in rurn meant thar it could get ro-and from its targer quicker
than any other fighter-bombor then in-theatre. It also gave pilors more
combat time, which ihey were licking due to the lull in "MiC Alley’
missions. While the wing did oot fly these liphies-boniber sorties for
leng, it planced the seed for forure close air support missions by F-80Fs
that would exceed all expectations during the final six months of the
Korean War,

O 17-January 1951, combar opemtions with the Sabre rerurned 1o
Korea when the 335ch FS sent a handful of its jets to Tocga AB. Records
show that beeween [ 7and 31 January, the number of sivcralvavailable lor
pperztions by the squadron vared from four ro eighe. Pilors were rocaced
frequently so that as many as posible could gain valinble: combar

This photograph, taken in the late
spring of 1961, shows the dispersal
area gt Suwon AB enjoying a dry
spell after a harsh wet winter. The
4th FW s Sabres were still rotating
between Japan and South Korea
at this time. However, in the sarly
summer the wing moved in its
entirety to Suwon AB. snd then

on to Kimpo AB several weeks later
(fames Dennison)




His jet almost ready for its next duel
with communist MiGs over the Yalu,
a 335th FS crew chiel polishes the
windscreen of F-B6A 48-267 at
Kimpo AB in the sarly summer of
1951, This early-build Sabre survived
its tour of duty in Korea and was
eventually sent home to serve with
the 3595th Tralning Wing at Nellis
AFB {Phil Andersan|

experience. From Taecpu, the unit flow several rypes of mission — armed

reconnaissanee, close support under “Mosguite’ conirol (forward air
comtrollers in AT-6 Texuns) and combur air parvols. The Ads FWs official
history seares tharsome missions were flown witha full 0.50-cal load only,
arwith full ammunition, nwi S-inch High-Velocity Aenal Rockers under
the wings and raximum [uel, which incloded the external tanks,

e ol the 335th FS pilors romated through Tacou in January was 20t
Alonzo “Lon’ | Walter. A young and relatively Inexperienced F-86
pilomswith les than 100 howr wial Oving time in the Sabne when he
sccompanicd the Ach FW 1o Korea indare 1950, he had not been sant m
Kimpo with Demachmionr A. Eager 1o see combar, Wolter was one of the
new pilots that were forunate enough to v these Bgheer-bombet
TTLESSEOES:

"I'he pilors thae bad Aown from Kimpo m December were the miost
expericneed imothe dith FG, and were perhaps the mose combar
experienced jet pilors vy the world ar that poine in time. For new pilors
likee mc, we were left at fohnson AR and told to work on butlding op our
howaes i the Sabre. Unfortanately, tiere were no lcilites in Japan o
conduct live air-ro-alt of air-to-sfound gunncry, so when a small
detachment from the 4th went 1o Tadgu, all of us youngpsrers were
desperate for 4 picce of the acion, whether we were deéeined 1o have
adequute experience or not

Iz very lucky to beone of the pilors that wenr with the detachment
We shared quarters with same ol the F-80 pilots from the 49¢h FBG, e
was biterly cold, and the pot-bellied stove warked overrime ta keep our
hurs livable, My first ever combar mission was led by veteran: Capy
Marrin Jobansen. The rese ol ws were all second liewenangs with aboue
the sarme asmoune of F-86 time, and none of us had ever fired the jer's guns
or shor @ rocker.

Capr Johansen briefed us on all the mission details— [ was g dly in the
No 4 posiion. Ouraircralt were armed with 1 200 rounds of . 50-cal AP,
just in case we enconntered enemy tanks, and rwo 3-inch HVARs, plus
the ustaal 120-gallon exiermal anks.

‘After mhe-off from Tuepu, we were 1o proceed over 1o the Suwon arca
and contact a forward air controller (FAC), Climbingup wovan altivude of
203,000 £, the Hight only wolda few
minures, durine which time we gor
our first good look ar the snowy,
mpuntsinous Korean terrain.

“We were told by the aithorme
controller that there wasa large con-
centration of Chinese troops in fox
holes on 2 hillside overlooking our
former base ar Suwon., The FAC
fireil 4 white phosphotous smoke
rocker which marked the target. He
rhen cleared w10 direct dur guns
atid ordnance ints the vicinity of his
smoke, On our first passes we would
use our (1.30-cal guns, and when we

rdn III'W o .'Hl.'lrl'llJ.I'HLiﬁl" W “’l“]l-d
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CHAPTER DNE
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fire our mockers: We fell o mail formaton and see up a gunnery
pattern very much likea small recrangudar iraffic patcern.

L

Far the life of me, [ could not secany foxholes and no sign of

L¥
arivwhere: | warched Capt Johansen roll in and fire on the hillside,
followed by the other two pilogs in my flight. T reasoned thar as Tdived
vowards the el I'd probably be alile to make oup what it was dhat T was
shoorng at, but thiz did not happen!’

The fur Sabre piloss miade three punnery pases an the sren designared
by thie FAC, When they had finiched, Hishe lead cold theny toser wp for

the first rocker pass: Moments afrer the o 3 had fired his projectiles, the

FAC callesd onae “Tamok at that!” Enemy troops were leving thar hcholes

and running up the side of the hill. 21 Walter was seill having e

secing sy movement-from the tareer arca, but hewenrahead and

As he pulled wp, s wingman seated chat his rockers had hie nghir in the
=

centre of the fecing troops. The FAL, call-sign “Mosquito Poison ',
:u_‘u:'|g|':'|u.'|uc|; the _r-:|nT~' on thedccuracy of their ah;yuuring as the four jets
headed back 1o Taggu

In looking back on that mission
2 Le Walkter recalled:
‘As T way shooting ordnance foe
the frst dme, | bad a0 concept of
judging range. | simply bored righe
i unddl T thoughs Fwas ar abouy the
tight distance and opencd  fire.
Looking back afrer many years of
experience, | now know that T must
have been well our of ranee on each
pass. | he other young pilnr\ in the
Highy muost likely did the same, bt
it's hard o miss a hill!

“We must have done sc

nething

however, us the Chiness

woops poured out of their foxholes
and ran up the hill. My guess is thar
it was the fimse nme thar they had
scen an F-86G - the only ocher jors

they were famithar wich were [-8is

4th FW Sabres share ramp space at
Johnson AB with an F-B0C from the
415t F5/35th FG in early 1951. This
group was also based at Johnson at
the time | Robert Botis)

World War 2 ace Col Walker ‘Bud’
Mahurin joined the 4th FW as group
CO in March 1952, having previoushy
claimed 3.5 MiG-15 victories with
the 5315t FW. One of the best Sabre
pilots to ses combat in Korea,
Mahurin was a strong advocate of
the F-86 ss & fighter-bomber. He
eventually fell victim to communist
AAA whilst conducting a low-level
attack on North Korean targets on
13 May 1552 and spent the rest of
the war as & PoW in Manchuria
|LISAR




One of the 4th PA"s moat
photographed Sabres, this F-B6E
wits assignod to the 336th FS and
Frowmn by World War 2 ace Col
Walker ‘Bud” Mahurin whilst both
Deputy CO and CO of the 4th FG.
Mahurbn was shol down by AAA
whilst at the controls of F-86E-10
51-278% on 13 May 1952, and he
spent the rest of the war as a PoW.
51-2747 survived the war, however,
and was subsequently posted to the
35th FG | William Thomas)

and F-B4s. We were carrying exernal rmks, and they mighr have

nristaken them for napalm. Figuring dhat we were saving these fearful
weapons until last, they made a run for ic. During our debriefing, one of
our intelligence puys came in and said the FAC had reported over 200
enemy troops killed in our arack.’

Only a few more of these air-to-ground missions were flown: from
Taegu prior to the Sabres retumning o Johnson AB on 37 Januacy: The
Korean base was exclusively equipped with PSP, which quickly prived 1o
be less than ideal for F-86 operations, especially in the poor winger
weather. The 4th’s brief flirtation with air-to-groond missions was nor
deemed an outstanding success, bur ae least it had proven dia the Sabre
was a capable fighrer-bomber,

Mare than 12 months waiild pass hefore the wing would By close air
support and interdiction missons once again. In May 1952, group CO,
and World War 2 ace. Col Walker ‘Bud’ Mahurin set put to prove just
how capable s ghter-bomber the Sabre was. Several missions were flown
with pood success, the jers typically carrying v 300- or THO0-1b bomby

On 13 May, Mahurin {who had already claimed 3.5 MiG-15 kills
durning hisfime in Korea) led aloft a formation of four 1-86Es loaded with
twes 10001l general purpose bombs apiece. Unable to carry external fuel
tanks because of this maximum effort load, they soruck mepets in North
Korea that were within their Bmired range. Col Mahunin's jet was hic by
accurate pround hre durng one ol his atcacking runscand he was forced 1o
cjece. He spent the rest of e war a5 a Po'W,

By this point in rime it was evident thar the F-86 would be an excellent
lighter-bomber, and in July 1932 the USAF gave North American the
green light to begin modifying new F-models as chey were coming off the
line so thar they could perform this mission. By the end of 1952, the 8th
(F-80s) and 18th FBWs (F-51s) were slated to begin conversion onto
thesc now swepe-wing fishrer-bombers
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CHAPTER TWD

MEETING THE MiG

CHALLENGE

voeardv 1951, BE-80 tuctical reconnatssance missions along the
Yulu were revealing an almiost daily increase o the nuiber of

MiGs parkerl on the Manchurian air bases. of Antung and
Mukden, vet these jers were not coming south ol the viver in greater
mumbers. UN Inmefligence theorised thar the units operating thie alrcraft
were just hiding their time for an all-out assault, or thar these bases were
key training grounds for MiG operations. Lither way, the jets poseid o
FH\'.'tIilr:.iJ I_uﬂbll:l'l_-'l FIJ"-' the FEAF, ..].Ild r]'\r 4rh FW in |."hl|1.'.iu'1'||-'lT.

Ax this stage of the war, the noymber ol Sabres in-theatre was just
keeping pace with the anmition rate. This meanr tha ila large force ol
MiGs atuicked UN fighter-bombers, the F-Bbs providing rop caved
would be hard-pressed to handle the threar. On 6 March, the 334ch I'S
bepan seaging pattols ut of Suwon for the first rime since It had been
forced to evacuare South Koreaon 2 January: Although the base hisd juse
asitle concrere mnway sutrounded by 4 quagmire of mud. by theend of
March the entire squadron was flying routing maximum-steengeh parrols,
bur .;-:1;_'r|u|jL;_'|'ing no increased encmy ﬁg]'l ter auLiv Ell_'- "

Despite the Sabres' prescnce, dealing with the P-29s dnd [ioheer-
bombers was sull rr;g;lu‘ll:ﬁ'i :'r_" the M5 units as their wp Pilﬂfjf}" hecauss
of the damape being inflicted on high-value assets in Morth Korea. Asa
result, the bombers found themselves becoming more vuluerabic
concentrated MiG - atracks during January and Febrary 1951, and
daylight missions were soon considered roo dangerous for unescurted
piston-engined mediun and heavy bombers such as the B-26 and B-29,

The 4th FW was immediarely given the job of escorting the valnerable
Heviest and it soon hecatne embroiled in some of its most complex and
victous fighrs with the MiGs, Usually, Sabre top cover was coordinared

not only with the bomber stream, but also with the slower fighter-

Three flights of F-86As taxi oul onto
the runway 2t Tasgu in the spring of
1951. Such a sight Indicated that the
4th PW was mounting & squadron-
strength patrol over the Yalu River.
Maintenance personnel were hard-
pressad at this time to get s0 many
F-865 sarviceable on a dsily basis
due 1o a chronic shortsge of spare
parts in the Far East

|Robert Andrews)




bombers thar were arracking rargers clase by, With the F-86 screen
laving to provide protection for both seikes simultaneously, these
contbat air patrols proved difficult ro plan, with the fighters’ dming on
station being of el importince. (e, the Sabres armived slightdy
early o late, and sometimes the B-29¢ were rot on dme. But they could
abways relv.on the MiGs being aithorne, ready o oppose the bombers.

A typical mision flown during this period ok place on 12 April,
whien a bomber formason from Okinawa was assigned w atack major
rarzees in the Sinnijuwarca, incloding g crirical railway bridge. Thirge-nine
B-29s were escorred by F-Bdsar andd belivw their altitade, wirh F-B6s high
above in-the top cover position. As the bombers began dieie nu on the
bridge: all hell broke loose when at least 70 Mils- 155 swarmed in from the
morth. The Sabre pitors had their hands full due to the sheer size of the
communist formations pardcipating in e aracks; for the enemy had
nigver been encouneered in such numbers before. e proved o be.a costly
learming expenience forthe NAG plors, however. os they host ren of their
number wichin minutes,

Once the MiGs peneerared the F-86 cover, they liccrally ran into a “wall
of fead” thrown ap by the B-29 gunners. This was probably the Brsr ime
thae these pilots had avacked a big bomber formation, and they raid the
price, forsix of the confirmed MiG kills fell ro the B-295' 0,50-cal marress.
Another four jets were gunned down by 4th FW Sabres drawn from hoth
the 334th and 336ch FSs, MiGs falling o Meyer, Hinton, Capt Howard
Lane and furure first Sabre ace Capt James Jabara, In this copagemen,
Jabara scorext bis third Kill, and he was now just @ month away from the

coveted fifth.

TacTics

As Sabre pilots began to learn more and more about the capabilides of
their focs in their MiG-15, the factics thar were devised by the
experiencid heady leadimg the three fighrer syuadrons in-theatre were
passed on w the next gencradon of pilots arriving at Suwon from
advanced jet training schools in the LSA, The inregrity of the four-ship
Hight and the two-ship dlement were of urmost impormance. The value
put on cach piloc's safery, and their aircraft, could never bet set won high,
and these rules were meanr 1o be *force mulriplicrs’ thar increased the
chanees of survival, This in rm meant thae pilos could reoum o the
fight again and again,

There was one cardinal rule thac the 4ch W "bent’ only a fow tinies,
This pertained to when visuol contact was made with the MiGs and
external tanks wete Jeudsoned. [f by some chance vne or both ol te ks
failed o release from and =86, thar aircraft would immediarely rerum o
hase with his wingman. A hung rank would greatly diminish the speed
and manoeuvrability of the F'86, o this rule was seldom questioned —
even if it meanr cutring 2 flighr of four in half

The most lamous "exception’ o this rule ocaurred an 200 May 1951,
when Capr James Jabara ser out on patrol with fowr kills under hie bele.
Thar day, an unusually large fight was brewing aver "MiG Alley’. Patrols
were seattered when friendly rdar picked op 30 MiG-13s crssing the
river, and a call went our forall 36 Sabres in the ares w converge on the
enermy from all dirccrions, | he fight was on.
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Capt James Jabara is carried from
his F-88 by lellow Ssbre pilots upon
hi= return 1o Suivon following his
‘ace-making’ sortie during the late
atternoon of 20 May 1951 IUSAR

With his fest now back on

terra firma, Jobara accepts the
congratulations of other Sabire
pilets in front of 335th FS F-86A-5
43-1210. Note the USAF
photographer hastily changing

& roll of film in his camera in the
fureground! Everyone wanted 1o
shake hands and take a phatograph
of America's firat jet ace on this
truly historical oceasion

| Léo Fournier)

fabara arrempied o drop his exiernal tanks when the sighting was
called. but onc hung np, putting him ar 3 distince disadvantage. Rather
than obev the unwritten rule and lewe the area with his wingmin,
hi chiose to ateack. When the bijel lighe ended, three Mili-135 had been
destroved, with fabara daiming two of rhem lor his fifth and sixth kills,
He hid just become the first American jeLace,

Although there were probably several incidents whete pilots continued
to fight on with a hung rank, they were fw and Far berween. 335th FS
pilor 1Le David I Procear recalled a mission thar he was on dhar saw a
similar shtuation arise:

We had been parrolling deep im Ml territory wirhaur seeing atuch
action. Just s we tmrmed bick to the south, we sporred a Hight of enemy
jers just north of Pyonpgyang. | gave the word 1o jetason manks. but my
wingman couldn't ger both of his off. Wewereina position where we hiad
w juke the MiGs an, o 1 gave him permission o continue with the
bounce. The reasoning behind this was | knew that he could notkeep up
with me. so ar least | could proreee him while he was the shouter, Our
higgest problem was 2 second fight of MiGs thar we had not seen behind
some clouds. They appeared just as a jecin the original Aighr began 1o
smrke heavily and shed some pieces from irs fuselase

“Breaking hard inter the scoond Ayghe a5 my wingman rejoined me.
I irnmediarely antacked the enemy light leader. We exchanged a head-on
firing pass and wound up in 2 sweep climbing scissors. The much ligheer

MG eventually spun me out, bur, formy

ately, he did not press home his
advanrage.

We recovered back ar Kimpo AB to discover that my wrngman had
heen hir in the verti al srabilizer from j]1pr.}_\]i_:|‘|};‘|[|:=1.' 3 LJ.I:’IE::IL'I'.'S aff the
head-an, There was some conseernation at HE level, since Fifth Ait Force
policy prohibited engagements with a hung tank unless armcked. 1 think
the paly thing thar saved me from harsh discipline was the vwa kills that

ling labars had made several weeks earlier ina jer with a hune tank.’

THeE ENEMY
The facr thar the Sovier snd Warsaw Pacr air regiments thar saw
action in MiG- 135 in Korea gained their combar experience the hard way
s well koown. The communises

‘“H winitld often pill entne unies out ol
combat and replace them with new
ones that had livtle or no experiencein
highting I-86s.

1n an eflort to improve the stan
dard of local North Korean and
Chinese pilots, the Russians sernpa
major training centre spread across
several air bases north of the Yalo
River, and within easy fiying dis-
tance of northwestern Morth Korea
('MiG Alley'). The lear of ths
operation was at Ancung AL

Stadetis under INSErUCion Were

ahle 1o ugdlise rhe excellent high




alimude performance of the MiG- 15
by crutsing above F-86 formarions,
safe in the koowledpe thar the
Sabre’s service ceiling was barely
23000 fr. Staying ar 50,000 fr=, the
pew Mily pilors could obssrve
the tacrics used by both sides in
bighes thar were initared by the
mote expenended comumunis pvias
rors {nicknamed "Honchos' by the
Amenicans) far below them,

It is belioved that the Russians
began establishing a firsc-class wain
ing Facilicy ae Antung in the carly
autumn ol |."H|;'F. Jusl s MNurth
Korean fortunes in the conflic

began to dereriorate. From whar

seemied like o grear victory for the communis forces in Aupust, the |

Inchon landings by the US Marine Corps on 15 September quickly put |

the entire Korean peninsuls within the grasp of the democratic south.

The MG build up nurdh of the Yalu River evidendy started to gam
momencum =t this ninve, the communists perhaps planning o turn South
Rarea into ane huge figheer base thar could have pesed a grave threar o
Japan should they have succeeded in capruning the entire counmy, This
never happened, of course, bur the expansion of the air bases within the
Anung Complex was both real and ongoing for the duradon of the
Korean War. Countering this threat placed 4 heavy load of responsibiliny
an the 4th FW, and ic carried the butden alone for alimost a vear.

334th TS pilor 1L Ray Nyls remembers discussing the commumiss'
tratning cvele with his squasdronmares;

lr seemed to us thar the MiG pilos wete underpoing some sort ol
enmbar readiness schoal up around Anune. Their ageressive stance
waold run in oyeles of abour six weeks. Ar first they seemed dmid and
would situp at high altiede in the sunand swedy vur formacions, but they
never attacked us. Then they would become bolder, and an aceasional
Righe would drop down for a quick
firing pass at us and then accelerare
right hack up out uf our reach. Ar
the end of their tralning cycle, they
would come in on us and really mix
it up. A fow daws laer, the cycle
would start sl over apain. When
they did choose 1w go head- - heid
with tis onee their training cycle had
finished, we soon found thar their
piloding skills were srll well below
rurs, hiowever.

Torecall one mission during a
period when they were only coming
ar us one flight {four sirceaft) ar e
time: An F-86 dront my Highe came

T 4th FW Sabres closa in

on a fieeing MiG-15 as its pilot
desperately attempts to make it
back to the safety of the northern
banks of the Yalu River. Later stllls
from this resl of gun camera footage
showwnd that the communist pilot
failed in his bid to escape

| Bl Graskil

This particular F-868 was fown

in combat by the 336th F5 for two
years between 1950 and 1952,
Having survived this lengthy combat
tour, it was shipped back 1o the
USA snd issund to the 3595th
Training Wing at MNellis AFE in
August 1353 {Jack Wingo)

IENITIVHI 9/ IHL ONILITWN

2



CHAPTER TWD

in behind an elemens of twb MiCls and shot down the leader. Seconds
later; the No 2 pilor punched ourwithour o shot being fired at him. He
made no cffort o evade. 1t was the Arst dme we had witniessed anyihing
like thiat, and it made vs wonder what was gomg through the wingman's
mind just prior o ejecting,

“Years larer, T had an opportunity 1o talk with a MiG pilot that had
flown against us, and he conh rmed a [acvthatwe all suspected — the Soviet
fighter had a very nasty stall chasacreristic when it was pulled oo nigh tly
into a high-speed turn. The pilor would experience stick reversal because
thee jet dicd ot have hydraulic conrrols, causing it 1o do a sharp waen thar
would “Class-26" (write off) the gircraft from excessive sermin. We
noticed this manoeuvre, and wondered how in the heck they could keep
daing that and gee away from us. We had the same problem with the older
F-86A models, even though they were firted with hydraulic contrals. The
larter ar least meant thar we could wsually control stick reversal by
applying forward pressure ro the conrols,”

Dhuring the first five months of 1951, the MiG activiny and level of pilot
ciperience was lairly predicrable. The biggest problem for the dth was
rrying to establish a quality airfield in South Korea that could house the
entire wing. Onee UN ground forces stopped the big Chinese offensive
and pushed communise forces hack 1o the 38th Parallel. the faciliries ar
Kimpo AB began 1o take shape onice again,

There were no kills registered in January and February 1951 and oaly
anc in March. In April the commusmist jets becamic more aggressive, and
there were numerons doglights thae included as many as 50+ MiGs at a
time. There is no logical explanation for this lull after the wild December
1950 period, sicept perhaps that the pilots who had engaged the Sabres
ar this time had been advanced students thar still lacked certain skills. And
the eatly losses suffered by the MiG onats in combar had meant that the
cxperienced instructors in Manchuria wete left scmmbling o fill the gaps
with new pilos,

Records kepr by North American’s Technical Represenmarives serving
with the 4th FW during the late spring of 195! indicate the sttain puton
all of the maintenance people 1o keep as many Sabresas possible in the air
against ever larger formations of MiGs that were now being encountered
over northwest Korea, At this tirne, there were still a lack ol adequare
airfields in-theatre to house all of the wing's Sabres, which mieane thar the
dth was having 10 operate two squadrons at forward bases-and one in
reserve back w Johnson AB.

Frequentdy, a parrol of just 12 1o 16 Sabres would be confronted by up
o 60 MiGs, And despite their best effors, the mainrenances crews were
hampered in their arempts o get more jers aloft becanse ol an ongoing

shortape of spare parts which ofien saw the F-86's in-service rare drop o
abour 35 per cent un some days. This improved somewhar when more
E-86Asarmved in Japanin mid 1951, followed h}*l’hf- first E-model jees in
carly Ocober. A flovd of spare parts for the older A-models ar around this
time finally resulied in dramatically increased service mres, and the
number of MiGs being shor down tose acoordingly.

The maximum effort being put in by the 4th FW in the spring of 1951
is reflected in the statistics contained within 2 repore published by the
FEAF for conibat in Karea in the month of May. The wing was charged




A handiul of F-86s lell victim to
noctummal attacks periormed by
NHPAF Po-2 biplanas from June
18581 until war's end. F-864A-5
49-1327 was the first Sabre 1o be
lost to a ‘Bed-Check Charlie’ attack,
the fighter baing hit by one of two
25-lb fragmentation bombs dropped
on the 335th F&'s dispersal area at
Suwon at 0130 hrs on 17 June 1867,
A Turther sight Sabres were
damagod in the low altitude raid
{irv Clark)

Maj Richard D Creighton was the
first of three pilots to schieve ace
statug whilst serving with the 336th
F§ - the lowest-scoring unit in the
4th FW. Creighton was the fourth
Sabre ace of the war, claiming his
fifth kill on 27 November 1951
|LSAF}

with prorecring vulnerable fishrer
bombers thar were flying round rhe
i clock inan effort to disoupr a build
up of troops and supplies by the
Chinese; who were plnning o
major lae speing offensive. The far-
ter was ainned at breaching UN lines
whitch had fimally stabilised around
the 381h Parallel — wherd the bosder
berween MNorth and South Korea
hid hesn pre-war.

During May the 4ih flew 3331
sortics rotalling an incredibic 3314
cambar hours aver Marrh Korea.
Thus averzged out o 1.5 hours dn
the air for cach Sabre on every sortic. | he 335th IS also posted 3 personal
best when s maimenance persornel mamaged o) have all of the
squadron’s F-86s serviceable for 15 days in a row. The other pwo
squadrons also- had ‘strings of five days ar a time with 100 per cent
servaceability.

Yet despite literally lving che wings off theit Sabres, the Adh only posied
five kills for the month, compared with 15 in April. Pechaps the constane

show ol torce of F-86m over “MiG Alley” had kept enemy-fighrers noeth of

the Yalu River?

All of this changed on the mormiog of 17 June, when Sabre pilots mcca
tormation of approsumately 75 MiG-13s rthat were Hown sgpresively,
and whose pilots appeared to be well versed in the use of swept-wing
fighrer tacrics. Lip unril this dare, the 4rh had occasionally encouncered
‘honcho’ pilots 10 ones and owos, and such doghighis were long
remembered. 'Hoochos' usually flew s singlerons or in owo-ship
formarions, remaining some distance away from their studene charpes.
Such engarements were the At indicarion thar the number of combar-
savvy comnrunise pilos in-theatee was on the rise, and that Tuture MiGs
hunting might prove ro he more difficulr,

The Hight on the 17th neted one kill for $th HG pilot Capr Samue
Pesacrena, with a further six Mi€s being listed as damaped. All the F-86<
involved renmned ro buwon unscathed.

The poor showing far the MiG pilos during this clash did nor hamper
their will to fight aeain, for 24 howrs later 405 jets showed up over the
Yalu for a duel wirh 32 I-86s. A fieree dogfight crupred, and for several
minutes the sky was filled with silver jers. The commumise prlors did nor
back off, leaving the Sabre pilows with their hands full. When dhey Bnally
disengaged, five Mils-13s had been shor down for the lossof 334th F5
F-86A 49-1307. This aircrate was officially lsted as the second Sabre fobe
downed by a MiG-15 in Korea: Two of the MG victories were claimed
by future aces Maj Hichard Creighron and 1Lt Ralph Gibson,

O 19 June the Sabres and MiG-15% went head-ro-head ance again
with four communist jers being claimed as damaeed for the losofa 336th
IS F-86A [49-1298), Aswich the Sabic kost the provious day, the pilor was
nink recoverecl: Although the MiG pilors had fadled in their dffores o seize

acral supremacy over the Yalu River from the 4th FW, they had shown a
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While & surprise attack by MiG-15s
wias unlikely, the threat of night
nuisange raids by anachronkstic
Po-25 was very real. Things gol so
bad during the summer of 1951 that
the 4th FW requistioned camoufiage
netting In order to hide its 650 mph
Sabres from Polikarpov biplanes
that could barely manage 90 mph
with & favourable tail wind] This
photagraph was takan at Suwon AB
In July 1951 {John Henderson)

heichtened level of combar proficiency, and confidence, thar they had

failed o display i thie pes.

There was much discussion within the FEAF at the time a5 to why the
MiG-15 units had acted so aggressively during the second hall of June
1951 Senior olfivers eventuslly decided thar it was probably becanse the
communists were hoping to achiove 2 modicum of conrrol in the skics
aver northem Korea so as m allow their volnemble [Ji.-ﬂml—::r!gim:d H-10
ground atrack aircratt ro be introduced inw the acton.

Indeed, on the moming of 20 june, the NEPAI senr in several
formarions of yushins in support of ground forces thar were attempring
ro defear South Korean troops that were holding the stravegically
important stand of Sinmi-do, 75 miles southeast of Sinuiju: Lue 1o bad
luck and bad timing, the effort mer with disaster, for en route o cheir
targer, the T-105 Hew within sight of a lirge formadon of F-51D
Mustangs [ron the 18th FBG that were aracking nearby ground rargers.
The inrmiders were immedsarely intercepted and owo 11105 shot down,
with several others escaping with serious battle L‘J..;J:]d.gl:. For scome reason
this formation was escorted by piston-engined Yak-9s racher rhan
Milz-15s, and the Yakovley fighters posed linde threat to the veteran
Mustang pilots.

WINGMEN ——

I'he policies put in place by the wing CO and his squadren commanders
iry the dth FW pur a premiwm on cxpericnce, which meant thar unless a
pilot had a cortain number of missions (50+) onder his belt he would
have o fly in the Mo 2 or No 4 slow s winginen o the clenient or
furmaton Jeaders. The strict enforcenient of such rules resulted in many
vounsger pilors within the wing completing their combat wurs without
gerting the chance to "mix it up’ with the MiGs - engaging cnemy
lighters was left o the element/formation leaders,

With the exploirs of the Sabre aces gmning all the media coverage, the
their wingmen
ignored by the press. In a flight of four aircrafr, they would be the two

pilors with the least combar experience; yet their responsibilicy was

high-sconng pilos’ mose valushle aser were often

considerable. They had to protect their leaders ac-any cost. One such




wittpman was 21 Robers W Smith, who did (iote in F-86As backin the
LISA before his combar rour, He had the privilege of flving-wing for Capi
Halph "Hoor" Gibson when he gor his fifth kill, on 9 Seprember 1951, 1o
become the war's third jer ace. At the ume, Smith was still assigned o the
336th IS, but he was ying in a 335th gaggle ar the fme;

I remneniber warching “Hoot” down that MiG-15, and T was probably
miesmetised by the siphe. His rounds were hiting de Mits, and they
made sparkles like sorme sort of 4 pinball machine, | choughe | was doing
:Lguud jiab ]n;,.-_-;_'|1i|:|_!g his "sixo'dock” dearwhen suddenly T'saw telltale balls
of fiee from a MiG’s 37 mm cannon passing over my wing, |here were
four enemy fighren right behind me!

Timmediaely called our for *Hoor™ o break. bt he wis o engrossed
to be inerrupted. His only reply was "Canyou handleic” Drold him 1 ywas
going tn break off; and immediately broke into the fire. Fortunately, the
MiG pilots wersen't sharpshooters, and their cannon had a very slow rite
of fire. 1e didn'c last ax long as it seemed, but those four Mitss made mie
wiork fromm 20,000 fr all the way down o the deck ro shake them.

‘Dhuring some of the violent manoeuvring, | warped my wings o the
point thar they had o be replaced. 1 don’t know why all four of them
came after me dnd lett Gibson alone, buricdidn't take long for mv fear o
turtl into rage. At one point, when | had one 6 them in my sights,
I burned our the barrels beciuse the rounds were tumbling incffectively
towared the MIG T was firing 4

“We were far north, close oo the riven, and 1was very low oo fuel, burat
least | had kepr Cape Gibson’s mil cleur diring the fight. | had ro shur the
engine down and glide hame from 45,000 fr. When bwas close enough o
enter the pattern, 1 restarted and landed withour incident long after the
others, They'd already written me off; so they were glad 1o sec me. W hat
a day it had been. I'd landed wich less chan ren gallons of fugl o my
meternal ranks

Aviother yonng pilot o experience lite as a wingmanwas 1 Lt Richard |
Menan of the 335th F5:

I hadl sevetal missions under my bele before 1 ever saw my Birse MiGs.
I was pariciparing in a group-strength misdon, with two squadrons
strung i at different aliiudes. A very large barde developed into whii
looked like o swarm of bees, with everyone rrying to line up oneveryone
g HO). | hadn't flown wirh

him Before. He just kind of cruised dheough the whole fight withoui

else. The leader of miy flight was i guy from wi

firing his guns. It was an interesting cxperienes flying No 4 in g flight of
four. 1 knew whar to expect when flying & a wingman for many of the
experienced guyy in my squadion, bur when your wing leasders came
down from Ad FW HO), you didn 't know much abour dem.

"Fortunarcly, | was able to fly wing for some of the great ones — John
Mever, Billy Hovide, Glenn Eagleston and ~“(abby™ Gabreski to name
buet 2 few. I remember one time | was fiving wing for Col Eagleston and
we were by ourselves, Before | knew t, we had ten Mit-15s comered
berween us and home. Wl eht our way our, bt not before the colonel
had relaxed nve by radioing, “if you're scared, then so am 17,

Like many ofhis contemporaries, 2Lt John Ridout of the 334 ch FS was
fresh our af flight school when hie received a plom postimg to thee 4ch FW

in the Far East. Unforminacely, hewas seriously hure in a landing accident

1Lt Ralph ‘Hoot' Gibson became
the USAF's third jet ace while flying
with the 335th FS, claiming his fifth
kill on 8 September 1957, Just 23
minutes earfier, 334th FS pilot 1L1
Richard Becher had downod his lifth
MiGE-15 to become the second Sabre
aco of the confiict [Leo Fourniar]

Col Francis Gabraski (Fight}
congratulates TLts Richard Becker
(latt) and Ralph Gilison (centrel on
thair ‘ace-making’ kilts shartly after
their 9 September missions, Tha
28-victory Thunderbolt age of World
War 7 had himseli bagged his
socond of an eventual 65 PMIGs
exactly one weok earlier. Assigned
to the 4th FW HO at the time,
Gabreski would duly become the
wighth Sabre ace whilst leading
the 51st FW in April 1962

|Richard Bocker]
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which meant thar he Hlew just ten missions

he had jusc qualified a5 an clement lead

recollections pive a dewuled |

yim f951

s Uadran ar f

Chir primary mission was o provide & protective screen o odr lighter
bombsers when they auacked wargets deep in North Korca, blocking any

de by the MiG-15s o inrerfere wirh their mission. At this
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past us fora quick shor ar the F-84s and F-80s, before sooming back ur
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with just such 4 sitpdtinn becanse
-80 combar patrol was close 1o
hitding “bingo”

Tresuch cases;

tend off dhe Milzs with a nd vielenr encounter. Feverything weng

o plan, several minures later they would have the apportunity o break

nunist (phiers, bur oceasionally pilos did not have

base. A fow jes were duly lost due ro Fuel samear

v and were able vo dead snck lind bach

— NIGHTFLYING ——
Alehiowy

ghrfishter in Korea due to it

rh the Sabire was never wsed

acking a radar, there were poc

| |
when amerahl landed ol Bl

with lirele or no daglighr feft. Such
lindings were very hazard

htingr. and w
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allv underuiken by pilos

st ._'-_\rl'.i-ui_'r-.-u,| A TInivers

F-86s up o

" just before dark ro lock

at the enemy air baxes

Although communist infiltrators
rarely attempied to gain access to
the major sir bases in South Korea,
the security forces never decreased
thizir vigilnnce. With a Sabre
Rightline providing a hugaly
attractive target. dozens of guards
such as this one, patrolling with his
German Shepherd, would be kept
busy making the rounds lste at
night whila the 4th FW's pilots slept
in their quarters (Bill Graskil




In June 1957, lamous radio news
commantator H V Kaltenborn visited
Kimpo AB sxpressly to meat the

dth FW. Amongst the pilots that

he conversed with were future

aces TL1 Richard Becker [left) and

1Lt Aalph "Hoot' Gibkson {right)
|Richard Becker)

wnformation we gathered, out Ineel
ligence rvpes tricd to estimare the
level of encmy air activity that
woruld be likely the nexe day, Lt was
1 very lonesome feching mo be 200
miles fromm home base, knoewing
thiar youe liad a limiced fiicl supply,
and that the enemy knew exactly
what voor remaining dme  was
before wou had 1o head south. You
knew tharar this poinr, the MiCs
wirld probably show up. The com-
munises had a very good GUI
{ground-control intercepr) ser-up,
an thatgave them a disinct advan
rage ar all fimes, especially if it was
overeast with scarrered elonds.

Enemy formadon srengths and taciies contneed 1o vary widely
during the sunimer of 1951, and USAF larellipence officers struggled ro
get 2 prip on cxactly what the MiG units were doing, ‘or whit they were
ultimately trving wo achieve, dsa resle.

As the dme, the UN sill believed thar all MiG-15s in-thearre were
manned by either North Korsan or Chinese pilor In fcr, Sovier oo
were being egnlarly motated through the Antung Comples, and FEAF
Lorelligence ouly began o pick up that regiments were being swapped
when it starred 1o document the vartous markings and colours worn on
the MiGs thar were being engaged over the Yalu Such information
was cleaned duning formal debricfings with pilos recently ferurned
from “Mils Alley’, when the action that they had fought wos snll fresh in
their minds!

Although some knowledee of Mi(s units was built up this way, the
FEAF remained oblivious ro the fact that o significant number of
these aircraft were being flown by Sovier pilots undl well after the wat
had ended.

Amongst the unirs idenrified through their markings, one in paricolir
seemed 10 gt moare than ws share of publicee within the Sabre moks in
1951 The regiment flew Mils-15s thar were pained powder blue
overall; as opposed ro the majority of communise jer Bghrers thar were
encountered, which werein the main unpainted, bar their red sears, *Bort’
number and occasional nose flash. The powder blue jers: pppeared
periodically during the lase owo years of the war, and their pilors displayed
superb airmanship.

2Lt Ridout encountered this elite regiment during one of his early
pacrols over the Yaln River;

"On this particubar mission, T was Qying witg for our Digh leader, Capt
Jere Lewis. Wewere cruising along thie south bank of the Yalo ar the poim
right below the big MiG base ar Antomge. We were ar abibon 20,000 fr. and
could sasily see 2 lange nuntber of enemy figheers lined up in the parking
arcus. There-wasa heavy cloud deck abour 500 frabowve us, which was just
enough o keep the MiGs from dropping down on our “sx o clock

[ remember dhinking that the setting sun, reflecting off the dark water,
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CHARTER TWD

clonrds and ant-aircraft bursss was onc of the most intrguing sights thar T

had ever seen!

“Suddenly, we were shocked w Bnd four MiG-1 55 coming our of the
clowel layer nght onta our “six o'clock”, Obwiously, they had some very
good GCTsupport, and these pilorscould handle the instrument Aying o
perfecton! The lead MiG pilor fired one burst at us; but forumacely the
rate of fire on his cannon was rather slow and we few throwgh ftwithio
taking any hits. Actually, we Hew nght through some flaming golf balls,
or it scemed like it With the spacing betwéen the rounds, we had agap o
get throngh unseathed,

Trmmediarely afrer thar first burse things goc intercsting, and we ended
upin a very dghtclrele to the right, swapping altimude For air speed, This
was a hasic Lufbery Circle manoeuvee, with me slightly inside of Capr
Lewis's turn and the MiGs strung our in trail behind us. This is 2 nice safe
manocuiTe, because o one can get enough lead fora deflecrion shor anril
the decreasing altitude forces someone o roll our. Then things start toger
togzhl

"Fhis siruation gave us a shight advantage, and Lewis was beginning to
achieve position to start firing on theie No 4 man. At thay poiot, No 4
reversed his turn, which made him 2 sirring duck for our leader if he had
chosen to follow hint, but experience counts in these sitnationst We larer
decided thar the MiG leader had ordered the roll w10 baiv s intn
giving him an equally dear shot, ar the prssible expensc of his own No 4!

“All of 2 sudden I heard 2 loud bnung right behind the cockpir, and |
thoughr | had taken a hit, bur it was just the APU (awsdliary power unit)
access door popping open. The G-meter was giving rather high readings,
burat that moment in time I was not overly concerned! Fewis plaved the
diving rurn beaurifully ro ger us wansonic, and at that speed and whtinade,
we had berter Hight controls than the MiG, Low fuel made furdher
engagement suicidal, so we used our speed ro exit the fight. Those gayvs
were aggressive and well trained, and they sell had some fight left in them
whenwe departed.”

21« Ridout's flight back 1o Kimpo was uneventful, bur the debricfing
proved 10 be quite the opposite. The [ntelligence people were very
interested in rhe communist pilors” change of racrics, and the fact cthae all
of the MiGs encountered were powder Blue in enlour, I had been some
maonths since this elite unit had crossed swords with the Sabres, and rheir
culour scheme made the jers very difficult o sce in clonds o hasy
conditions. Several duys alter Ridout's debriefing, it was confirmed char
he and his secoion Jeader had run ineo a ceack Fass Germun all-weather
unit. Post=war, the USAT discovered thar most Warsaw Pacr countries
had sene MiG-15 regiments into Manchuria in order o gain valuable
expericnce ighting F-86s.

All Sabre units thar aw action in the Korcan War encountered the
powder blue MiGs at one time or anorher, as well as amouflaged jets and
more common all-silver fighrers with red noses or solid red vertical
stabilisers. 1 Lo Willard P Bill” Dunbar, who fow a full combar tour with
the 330th FS, recalled some of the different schemes thar be faced over
northwest Korca;

‘There wersseveral differene paine jobs thar appeared from tie o tine
on the MiGs that we fought during my tour, Some were powder blue, bur




F-86E-10 51-2824 of the 336th F5
was one of the highest-scoring
aircralt in the 4th FW prior Lo Its
demise in combat on 20 July 1953
Micknamed Ohio Mike/Little Mike,
thie jet was assigned to the 4th FW
in late 1957 and carried 13 victory
symbals for kills credited to several
pilots. Most of thess had bean
claimed by the 336th F5's ranking
sce. Maj Robinson Risner, although
a1 least one was scored by fellow
ace Maj Stephen Bettinger [ses page
781, Indeed, the latter was forced to
eject from 51-2824 just minutes later
gfter the fighter had been badly shot
up by anather MG |Ernie Atkinson)

1Lt Bill Dunbar flew as wingman for
numerous 336th FS pllots in 1952,
inciuding ace Maj Robinson Risner
[LSAR

most were just all-silver, wirth big
redd stars. Toward the lateer part ol
ey vour with the doh. 1 saw several
MilGs that were painted in a solid
Hawrhorne Cireen scheme, as well
as 4 few with brighe vellow mark-
ings: L slowly became evident to all
of us that we were Facing o |arge
number ol dilfercor units drawn
from afl over the Sovier bloc. We
ahways suspecteed thar svme of the
MiGs we loupht were flown by Rus
sians — especially those thar were
pilored by “honchos™, who clearly
Krpew their stulf,

‘Proof of this came durmg a
sortic thac | flew aswingman to ace Capr Hobinson “Robhie™ Ristier, who
claimed ‘one of his eight kills dunng the - churse of the mission. An
extraordinary pilot; Risner, havine shot the canopy off his MiG. ran right
up alongside the sericken aircrafr. The commumist pilorwas still sar in che
this had probably blown

off in the slipstream soon afer the canopy had been shot away, Despire

eockpitabhis jer, bur he was minus his helmet

his predicament, the pilor; who had red hair and a very highr cormplesion,
was shaking his fist ar Robbie. No orienmal, he suddenly made a s break
for the airtield at Antung ac aboue 8.9 Mach. We warched from a distance
as the Mils landed way too fast:and rolled upin a ball of dirr wrecl dus
abour a mile off the nther end of the runway,

One could write a book dewiling the many different tactics thar the
MG pilos used against the F-86sand the more villnerable TN Fyghiter-
bombers. Mast of these were connrered quackly by the expericnced flight
leaders, but ocecasionally some manoeuvies worked for a day or so —
especially the ones thar involved high-speed, diving passes, followed by
zooming climbs back up mw altitude

A perennial favourdte amongst all MiG pilats was the sucker racric
known a5 "The Decoy’. Many of the loss experienced Sabre pilos thar
were overly hungry for a kill had a rendency 1o o after any lone MiGs dsay
they spotiecl, bur usually their experienced section leads intervened. 1Lt
Diunbar’s first-hand cxperience of this ploy resulted in his ghrer being
tired at for che very firse nme;

“There was o single MG way out in front of five others thar were
trailing at a much lower alritude. This was 2 good manoeuvre on ther
part: because once an F-86 had fallen in behind the loner and was
preparing to fire, one or more of the MiGs would zoom up from below
and fire ar the Sabre from underneach, Wich the weighr differential very

much in favour of the MiG-15, this manoeuvre took vety lite eflor 1o

perfurm. ITthe pilor was an expetienced shoorer, his fircpower could blast

a Sabite our of the sky before the pilor in the larter jer even knew: thar he
was under aroack.

"Once our Tmellipence folks learned more abour the MiG's flighr
characreristics, it became clear why it was o the commumist pilos

advantage to come up fram below, as opposed o performinga hich speed
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HAPTER TWD

| The dth FW"s F-868= prirmarily flow
twa iypes of missions in Korea -

combat air patrols ovar enamy
territory. where the pilots weant
looking for MiGs, and fighter escord
for medium and heavy bombers, as
well as fighter-bombars. The latter
held much more responsibility, and
required a lot of coordination and
pre-planning. Here, 1Lt Richard
Becker [second from the right) is
briefed alang with other pilots in his
fiight for a mission involving three
tiights of four 334th F5 F-86As. The
pilot to Becker's right is 2Lt Andy
Anderson, who was rated as one of
the beat wingmen in the $th FW by
335th FS CO Maj Philip Van Sickle
|Richard Bechari

dive from alove. There were Just too many dive reste aes o thee WOGS,

and some of them came apart when they headed straiehe down wich an
T on their til, [Fwe had had beeer knowledes of why they were using

corrain wetes, we woltld have achieved more kills and suffered [ewer

losses, o about the MIG improved as the war wenr on. and the

piloes that followed afrer | left in the awtumn of 1952 ot berrer Intel

bricfings due 1o the combar expericnce we had gained

— B-29 EscoRrtT ———

Although the |'|'«:'-i-|||1|'. mennoned ‘fast heghr reconndissaiice sorties
WErE Ny

er redished by Sabice piloes, 10 1951 che doh P was bricfy rasked

with flying another mission which proved 1o be every bir as difficult

unpopular — escorting big, slow B-29 Superforiresses: bowbing key

rargers ont the Yalu River in daylighs,

Lo many of these missions, irwas hard to form a barrer pareal bervesn

the MiCy buses and the bombers if the latrer were in a box Tormation
dircctly above the river. To the north of the wirerway was Manchiria,
aver which the Sabres were strictdy forbidden from Qyving This meant

that the F-86 pilots had very little mom for manoeuvie in their a

s
o defend the B-29% from the swarms of MiG-13s based north of the Yalu

The heavy bombers. had already levelled Narh Kored's industrial

base prior o the MiG-15's appearance, buc with the etitev of China intg

rhe war in late MNaovember 1950, the number of rargets multiplied when

enormons stackpiles of suppli

s for the invading Peoples” Army appeared

es had o be hit, not enly

justsouth of the Yalo. These huge storaee oo
by the figheer-bombers but the B-29 1o
The LIS

1951, when lusses ro sypressive MiGs proved too castly to béar. Many

Al persevered with daylishe bonibing raids well into Clcrober

former Sovier pilos-wha went up ardmst the B-29% srared thar the slow

mowing hervies were thelir mrages 'of choice because the bambers” had the

ability o inllict major damage on the communist war éffore. The

alchoueh on mny occasions all the

"‘\'Il'irl }"ll- l.lJ. L d_:_: Wik La

provoke more derermined atracks
from the MiG pilows: The larer
could casily hir-and ron Ffrom their
higher arracking altitudes, and che
F-86 pilo had very little chonce 1o
respand oo thesestashing runs unless
they in turn chased the enemy fight
crs deeper into Manchuria,
Convesely, when the bombers
struck tirpers farther south wichin

MiG Alley’, the Sabre anies

able o mainiain an cffective escont
iy position, resulring in the Mils

paring a much lagher price for their

SUOCCSSCS,
The impact of the relendess MiG

g the B-29%% reached

AL




Group CO Col Ben Preston holds up
8 freshly-painted sign which gives
detsils of the success that his unit
had enjoyed on 16 October 1851 -
nine MiGs confirmed destroyed and
six damaged, This was one of the
d4th's best single-day hauls up to
this point in the war, with Preston
leading by example with & MiG kill.
HO stafl pilot Ma] Frank Fisher,
standing third from lelt, doubled his
Ci¥'s tally on the day, and was also
credited with having damaged a
third MIG. Fisher came tantalisinghy
close to ‘acedom’, finishing his tour
with four kills, ane probable and
two damaged to his credit. He was
one of 13 Sabre pilots to claim four
killz with the 4th FW in Korea
|LISAF)

g fever pirch in Seprember and
Ocrober 1951

Sepremberalso proved ro bea piv-
ol month for N Bghier-bombers
oo, #5 they came under sustained
attack: from  communist figheers.
The lorter were swarming: all over
northern Kofea in such large num
bers thar thoywere breaking chrough
thie Sabire wereen and sither shooring
down 4 handlul of fishier-bombers
ar a time, or making cnte forma-
rinns salvio their bombs prematurely
inorder 1o defend themeelves apainst
amack. Lither way: the MiG pilors
were achieving their objective:

Documents from chis period
state thar 4ch W pilos roported no
Fewer than 91 1 cormmunist aircralt sightings/ contadicduring September,
which fir exceeded the lipures lor previouws mondis. By lare Qcrober
things were petring our of hand for the 4ch F'W, which wasstroggling m
prevent the MiGs from germing through, Indeed, things gor so bad thai
the FEAF declired tha daylight bomber losses were unascceprable and
duly switched ro night missions.

I'he commianist fighters increased operational tempao was triggrered, in
part, by hombing raids on dhree North Korean sirficlds ar Saamcham,
I '.'I.l.-l.'l".\'.iﬂ i']|'.l'|j Mamsi Th.:lr WETC Thﬂ'n under oonscruction, Events cumeTna
head on 23 Oorober, which was subsequently dubbed "Black Tuesduy’,
when three of the eight 307th BG B-29s sortied from Kadena AR,
Olcanawa. to bomb Namsi were shot down by possibly s many as 150
MiGs. A forther four Superformesses were badly damiped when the
proup’s F-84 escory were totally overwhelimed.

Une final daylichr raid was made on 28 Ocober. befors USAT chief
of staff Gen Hoye & Vandenberp atepped in and ordered 2 stop w
these missions.

Diuring the month of Uerober the FEAF had lost soven F-Rs, five
B-29s, two F-B4s and an RF-80 in combar, with most of these Falling w
MiGs (the laeeer claimed five of the Sabres). In cerum, the 4ch FW was
credived with 25 kills, which was s highest monthly mally 1o dare.
By companson, 12 MiGs had been downed the previous montl for six
F-f6s lost on operitions, half of the laer falling to communise jets.

[cwas these losses o the ever-growing ranksof MiG-13s north of the
Yalo River char finally resulted in the UUSAF transterring new F-H0Es w0
the Far Ease and Korea ahead ol schedule. The dch FW simply had
insulficient resources in-thearre to retain davlight acrial supremacy and
provide Aghrer protection for the numerous bomber and fighier-bomber
miissiots that were taking place on a daily basis over Narth Korea.

Asa direct resulr of the problems facing the 4eh, in fate Ociober the
FEAF was forced o restrier virtually all B-29 misions o the hours ol
darkeiess. and sedowsly  currall unescorrod deep  fisheer-bomber

penctrations aro norchwest Korea unil the wanter months had passed.
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CHAPTER TWO

When a Sabre returned from a

mission to Kimpo AB with its
hydraulics shot out, the emergency
safety barrier seen here would be
raised ot the end of the runway to
prevent the pilot and his jet from
running off into the sand and dirt.
The twn F-BEs shown here, both
fitted with full externsl tanks, are
dastined for ‘MiG Alley’ | Bl Graskil

Targets for the later missions were
just oo close o the MiG bases in
Manchuria.

Ach FW HE) pilor Maj Franklin
L Fisher claimed two of his
three NGOG kalls whilst escorming
B-29¢ during Ouwober 1951. He
remembered;

O the mission thar comes
mind, we put up 32 Sabies (4 combi-
nation of 334dh and 336ch ES air
crft) o rendervous with 4 formanion
of 12 bombers that were CEHTHTYT 10
from Kadena AB. This was 2 well
coordinated plan, with flak suppres-
sion provided by F-31 Mustangs
down-at oee-top level 30 minures
betore the B-29s armived in the arca
Al of the wergens this Lt nordh were well defended by anri-airomfe armllery
emplacements,

“The bomberswere in “hoxes” of three each following in trail. We were
in four-ship Mighis, with 16 Sabres lying divectly over the bambers ar
0:86 mach. We were forced o By °S" murns ar 25,000 & in ordet 1o
maintain pasinion over the slower airceafr,

The other 16 Sabeeson the mission set up a screen to the north, ahead
of the bombers. Afrer the B-29s had joined up over Hambhung, all mission
atreratt switched from rendezvous mdio channel o combar common
channel. Immediately after dropping their ordnance, the bombers rumed
left 150 degrees, which pointed them back in the divection of Kadena.
Our fighter sereen took a position of close escort over the last bomber
formation.

'Exverything was quicr, and we waiched our fuel level pradually move
down o “bingo”. By this time we were well our of the MiGs' range, soic
was fume 1o release the bopmbers and head back south. The sk was dlear
and visibilicy was unlimiced. This mission had been flowh an one of dioge
rare dlavs in Uicrober when rthe MiGs chase nor to come up and challenpe
usyor the B-295 T they had, we would have been m postrion tn rake them
on’

The Russian pilots; and their Warsaw Pact bredhren, were very-well
versed in defenshve tacties: av that was their sole mission when back in
Europe. Defending “Mother Russia’ had prority over any olfensive
operarions; and the MiG series of aircraft were designed for high speed.
high alticide intercepis.

Boasring only a moder range, the jers were resipiceed o Hmired
distance operarions over MG Alley”, where pilors worked well with their
GOT operatom. The Litter was not required, however, when it came o
intercepring large heavy bombet formations in clear weather during
daylighr. And although swirching to nighr missions reduced B-29 losses,
the bombers were now sought out by allweather/mighe-qualified MiG
pilors whe had licde problem locating the bomber sereams wich the help
of GCI., The communist pilots hecame so proficiene ar nighr intercepts




Wiorld War 2 fighter sce. and 334th
F5 CO, Maj George Davis poses for
one of the most enduring imoges

to coma out of the Korsan War. This
photograph was taken socon after he
had become the USAF's fifth Sabre
ace on 30 November 1951 |LISAR

that a number of F-84 Thunderers flying nocturmal missions also
diappeared withour a trace over North Korea,

SABRe BomBER KiLLs——

Although pilors from the #ch W spenr che vast majoticy of digir thme
wngling with MiG-15s, very ocowionally other communist aircraft
waonld be encountcred over North Kores. TISAF Tneelligence knew thar
the NEPAF indluded a significanc number of Tupoley Tu-2 twin-
engined bombers within its mnks, and rhese theercrically posed a real
threar o the frondine woops. However, the constant F-H6 parrols scemed
o derer their widespread use. Even so. ar lease nine Tu-2 kills were
attfibuted to F-86 pilom, ancd most of these were downed on 36
Movember 1951, when 31 Sabres encoumered 12 of the hombers,
escortet] by 16 1a-Y%sand 18 Mil-1 55 One of the pilots involved in the
inrerceprion was Capt Ravmond OF Barton of the 334ch 15;

"My scoond kill of the war wasn’t s MG bat 2 Tu-2 bimber, cquipped
with “stingérs” in the tail — two 20 mm cannon, We heard they were
coming, and encountered them heading sonth nghroff the coast of North
Korea. | serup for the classic training solution ofa tem reversing gumnery
curve, bur quickly dumped the idca. Insocad, [ broke left and came back
around. This nime, T stuck my nose fght up the bomber's tail, squeezed
off 4 long butstand it blew up.

"I Hew right through the debuis, and from the size of the explosion,
I think his bombs blew up. | broke lefr again- and was going 10 make
another pass when | checked my “six o'dock™ o clear for my wingman,
Allof a sudden the $OR started shooting acme, 2nd only then did T realize
1wtk a MiG and nor my wingman! lewas ae this ime thar | discoviered I'd
artracted far more than one MiG. T turned ot them and kind of bluffed
oy way oist of the first gaggle and wied o call my wingman, but got no
answer. S50 | turned back north to sec iF ] could spora “chure ot a tafi o
sontething, but no joy.

Mow the MiGs were all around me, and T developed 2 technigue of
trying to run them out ofammao! | called for help, and the only response |
gotwas from my roommate, Maj George Davis, T never forger his reply,
“1 don’t have enough fuel left either but 'my on the way™ Al the MiGs
except gne had lefr the area. | had a huge hale where my lefe fuel cap had
been, bur 1 was =il ||_!."i|ig When l_.ﬂzrgt: reached me, he asked me w
make a couple of identifying rum reversals 1 reluctanddy did; and he shor
that SOB righe off my butr. We made it home. where 1 found out my
wingmian hid mide it back okay. He'd gone after one of the 'Tu-2s and we
goe scparated. He latched on to another F-86 lor the fight back o
Kimpo. My jet was repaired with a new fuel bladder and a fller cap.
Amazingly, there wis no seeuctural damage”

Maj Dravis was credited with theee Tu-2s and one MiG-15 destroyed
tollowing the mission, which combined with ‘two MiG kills on 27
Movember o make him the Lifth ace of the conflice, Davis would
ulrimarely boost his sally to 14 victories prior to being killed in scrion on
10 Felsruary 1952,

These Tu-2s had been shot down by pilors fhang new E-model F-86s,
which had starced araving in Korea in eatly Ocrober 1951, Oversesing
the introducrion of the new viranc intoservice with che 4th FW wasione
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CHAPTER TWO

it wery seldom took more than one
of twao hits from a MiG-15's
powerful 37 mm ceannon 1o bring
down an sdreraft. This pilot stands
alongsida the severe damage
done to tha flaps on the l=ft wing
of his 4th FW Sabre following an
eitercation with a MiG. if the round
haed hit the wing root hself, the wing
might have separated from tha
fuselage | John Hendersomn}

Two pilots from the 335th F5 walk
out to thelr jets prior to flying

an sary-morming patrol "up north’.
They would have risen before
dawn 1o attend a briefing, and to
check out their survival gear. The
sguadron’s parking ares al Kimpo
AB was covernd in PSP (Bl Graskd

of Morth American’s most experi-
enced and  knowledgeable  ‘rech
reps ., Pennock "Penny” Bewen, who
commented 1o the press ar the thime
on the nurped naniee of the Sabee,

and how well designed it was o

absorh punishment;

"The battle damape thar the F-86
can take and sill come back safcly o
base, 1 phenomenal!l Althoagh i
it subyjected to besvy ant-aieerafi
fire and the siresses of low altwide
Aying. it still has to face the large-
calibee canmon thae the MiG-15 has.
Ie has already becn proven in com-
bar thar the Sahre will fly pertectly
well with only ane operable aileron,
flap and elevator, and with gaping
holes in s wings.

‘Pruring my early weeks st Kimpo AB (where the dth FW stared
rectiving 2 few of the new E-models), | had the opportunity of cxamining
barte damage 1o aircralt of other manuficurers. This also included my
comversng with many pilots who had had the opportuniny of comparing
the damage received by F-80s to the damage received by other types under
similar circumstances. Maost agree thar rhe Sabre can wirthstand the maost
punishment. Moreover, pillots have constanty prabied the handling
characreristics of ic after it had susrained severe barde damage. Dhuring
intensecombar stuanons (dogfighss); red lincs are frequensly disreganded
and arrcraft hmitanons constantly exceeded. Tocan recall several cases
where 10 Gs were imposed on the Sabre, and with only one cxcepoon,
the jers all eventoally flew regular missions again.

I'he wark ethic and skill of the dch FW%s mamtenance personnel in
Korea also cane in for praise from Penny’ Bowen;

I'he efficicncy of the grounderews of the 4th FW was unbelicvable.

Ihere were several trmes when we hadan F-86 on the ground beciuse one

witig wis badly shot up from enemy
action and spare wings were not
available. In subsequent aenal bat-
thes during which an F-86 received a
wing hir, the pilot would report the
damage, and which wing was hig, an
the radio as he returned w base, If
the hitwas taken ina win__u u?pmir::
from the damaged wing ol &
grownded fohrer, the mechanics
would meer the remirning aircrahy
and start remeving the pood wing as
soon as the engine was shur down.
Within 30 hours the grounded F-86
would be llying combat missions

ance again!
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COCKPIT TIME

'WITH THE ACES

Ithough 4th FW F-B6s began fiyine combar air partals in

Drecember 1950, 2 further five ITSi?rll!'l'iPﬂ‘i’ix‘-l.‘I hefore Caprt James

Jabara claimed his fifth and spceh kills wo become the firse Sabre
acc-on 20 May 1951, Ar thar rime, rhe ground war was becoming mote
stagnant as both sides setded around the 38ch Parallel, leaving the LIS
miechia in-theatre searching for another event that would keep ithe public
back home interested in the Korcan War, Capr Jabama, and the
subsequent "ace race’s duldy lilled thist void onedl the conflicr finalhy coded
in July 1953,

Four manths would pass hefore the press could cover the 4dh FW's pesa
accs. On @ Seprember 1951, two piloes achieved their fifth kills within
23 mimnutes of each other. The first was 1Lt Richand Becker of the 334ch
F5, whao, unlike his squadronmare Jabara, had no World War 2 ligghiter
experience to deaw on in combar — Jabara had caimed 1.5 kills flying
P=3 Iswith the 382nd E5/3063ed FG in the ETO m 1944.

Less than 30 minures laer. 335¢h IS pilor Capr Ralph "Hoot' Gibson
claimed a MiG-15 1o regiser his ifth victory 0 Koren, Like Becker,
Gibson wasalsa o combar neophyte when he teached Korea in Novermber
19541 Here, e recalls some of his experiences over "MiG: Alley” prior 1o
chaiming his first victory on 28 June 1951;

“This story starts on 10 April 1951, when I was l]_'.'int: on Capr Wick
Farrell's wing along the Yalu. Wewere heading cast about |5 miles south
of the river ac 25,000 f, Glancing over ut the ranwayar Anming, | saw owo
MiG-15s mke-off and head o dhe wese, Nick told me w keep an eye on
thier as we made o TH(-degree rum.
warching them fly out over the
China Sen and then make a wrn
back 1o the east.

‘By: mow thoy were passing
through 14.000 fr. and | relayved this
lormation 1o MNick, bur he sl
couldn't pick them out due 1o all
the pround haze. | called them out
el more Limes as thev turmed back
north, crossing inte Manchuria By
this sime we were at “binga” fuel,
and we turned south and proceded
back to Suwen AB.

‘The reason | mention this
uneventful swory s thar 1t was my
very fiest sighting of an enemy air-
craft. Twisunaware at chac e chae

1Lt Richard Becker holds up four
fingers right after returning from
thie missions that saw him clabm his
third and fourth kills on 18 August
1951, He would become the second
jet ace exactly three wesks |ater
Becker scored his last three viclories
fas well &5 one probabhe and ons
damaged| whilst fiying F-86A-5
#9-1257. This aircraft survived the
war and later flew with the 121st
F5, which was assigned to the
Washington D.C. ANG

{ Richard Becker)
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CHAPTER THREE

Having just returned from yet
anothar WiG Alley” patrol, 1Lt
‘Hoot' Gibson takes a few minutes
to describe any problems he may
have experiencad with his j=1 1o his
crew chief, Sgt Ormond W Scruggs.
Gibson's new-found ace status is
marked for all to see on the side of
his F-BE6A-5 [49-1109] {Don Showen)

many of these MiGs were heing
flown by Rossin piloes thar had
seen acton in World ‘War 2,
whereas anly 2 quarter of oue pilos
in-theatre had Lombar time from
that conflicr

I knew then that | would soon be
flving as an clement lead, which
would give mea chance o amack
and shoor the MiGs down. For sev-
eral years pnor to resching the dih,
this was all | had been wraining for,

Cape Gibson's first oppuriumnity
to cagage the enemy caire just over
a month later, on 20 May, when he
wis Hying element lead in Mij Ben
Emmert's flight. Some 15 minutes
intn the mission, Gibson's wing-
man, | Lt Lon Walter. had o aborn
the flight because of gaupe malfunc
ticpiis. His formation was far enough
from Mils territory 1o allow 1Lt
Walter to return home withious by
iner to take Gibson wich him. This
allowed the lamer 1o g along as a
spare, which meant thar when the
Mis were sighted and oxrernal
ranks were jemisoned, if one of the
Sabres had a hung tank he would
maove ino that slot. However, when
the time came w release the mnks,
none hung up. Gibson recalled;

"I asked the ather element leader (Capt Milton E Nelson, who would
finish his tour with theee MiG kills) if [ cauld be a chird aircrafr in his
clement, and he duly gave his permission. Seconds later, 1 called out
“MiGs a1 “ten o'clock’, about 3500 [t abead of us”_ As they manceuyred
for vur lead element, they started o climb and we followed, closing the
gap o about 2500 . Ar the rop of the climbs, they started to turn back for
ourlead, and | rold Nelson Fwounld ke the MiG on the nghi.

‘I shot o burst and pot pood hics, I think charwas the first time thar the
pilor realised he had an F-86 behind kim, bécause he wobbled his wings
looking back arme. He immediately separated from bis leader and muened
tiv the right, dropping his nose and wking evasive action, | continued 1o
press the arrack, and had several more goad hirs. Hewenr out of sight in
a steep dive, smoking badly, as | rumned for home wath Capr Nelson”

After the 4l FW's photo interpreter examined Gibson's gun camern
film, it was devcrmined thar he had scored close to 10U higs on the
hapless MiG. This was excepionil marksmanship considering char each
ol the six gures carried approximarcly 2735 rounds, However. since Gibson
was fiphring withour a wingman; he had noone to verify his kil sohe was
credired with a ‘probable’”. Capt Melson sy credived widha MiG- 15 kill




during che mission, bowever. OF significant note, Capt Tarmes Talsara, who
also becime embroiled with the MiGs during this engagement, scored
owio kills vy miakee ham the doh FN 5 st jer ace.

Double kills on missions were faitly conimon  amongs the
sharpshooters of rhe drh. especially if the MiGs were up In laree numbers,
Iindeed, "Hoot €
1951 far his first confirmed victories when o mixed lemuon of 334th
and 336eh FS F-86s invercepred a resiment of Mils-15s dhar chose w

bt claimizd pwo kills just betre midday on 18 Junc

fight. Five communist jets were shor down for the loss of a single F-86,
Gibson relared how the mission unfolded:

1'was element lead for World War Zaee Lo Col Ben Emmery, who was
albso our syuadron eommander, and 171 Jim Heckranwas Aying on-my
wing: We climbed oue 2t 44,000 [t and made o couple of 1ums before |
sporred some MiGs abour 25 miles away. They were ar our “thres
o'clock” as we drapped our external ranks and romed rowards then,

“As they pot dloser, we could see that they were d very farpe group, and
the tlosure rare berwreen s and them had to be abour 1200 mph, We met
over 50 al ther head-on! Oneofthe MilGswas Aght oucahead of me. and
| rurned o arcack. As be stavted down o a hard Jefi e, T opened fre.
Some of my rounds were hitting the MiG's mid-section, but Deouldn't
pull hard enough to keep my gunsight pipper on him. | asked Heckman
ifhe could rke hinsinee be was onomy right and would pull fewer Gs
e pressed the arack and | crossed o the right,
manoeuvring for posinon. We were in-a hard diving left orn when Jim

stay on the. farger

scored hits on the jet’s wing root, fuselage ind il section. The MiG went
divwn and was obsorved to have crashed into the ground.

As we turtied away from this fighr, Dspotted anorher MiG a licde low
and to the right. [ manoewvred behind it and closed foabou: 700 R, since
my gunsight had failed in the previous ensasement and [ could ot ged iy
to re-se. | fred a couple of dead cenrre bursts inro the jerand icrolled in
an invered posivion, with Lege pleces wearing ofl the arecrafe and smaller
hirs flying off into its jer wash. Onc more burst tore the entire right wing
ofl; and it spiralled down and crashed.”

The fisht was far from over, however, and Gibson and Heckman

starred focusing on the acdon around theny. Seconds later, Gibson saw

Capt James Jabars poses lora
USAF photographer in the cockpit
of his jat in the spring of 1851. He
saw most of his scton during his
first tour whilst flying top cover for
F-B0 and F-B4 fighter-bombers

| Bill Graskil

The names on this sign. hung
outside the 335th C0's tent at
Suwon AB, list somie of the most
experienced and capable fighter
pllots in-theatre in the summer
al 1957. By the tima they had
enmploted their combat tours,
batween them, they had 11.5
confirmed kills. Only 'Banes’
Marshall would attaln Sabre sce
status, however (A J Walter}

thar his squadron commander was
being closely pursued by another
MG, so he immiediarcly went 1o his
anl

‘I gor within range, and alter sev-
eral evasive manoeuvres | gave hina
burst that impacted all over the
coickpit, fuselage and wings of his
WG, Ir quickly burst inta Hames
and went in roan uncontrolled dive
and exploded at 3000 fr. Two of the
Sabres in our fhight were ac “hineo

buel, o they departed for the base
while 1 joined up on dye COYs wing
loicked

an o one more MiG ond Tre Cal

o continue the parrol. W
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H5TH

Group GO Col Ben Preston
{standing, leftl and Wing CO Col
Hamrison Thyng |standing, right)
hold up the 4th’s latest scoreboard
on 15 December 1951, The wing
had claimed 13 Kills in the previous
48 hours, one of which had fallen
to future Sabre ace Thyng. Preston
had also got a kill, claiming his
fowrth, and last, MiG. Standing 1o
Proston's kol i5 334th FS CO, and
aca, Maj George Davis, who claimed
two MiGs on 13 Decamber |LUSAF)

Maj George Davis. Col Ben Preston
and Maj Winton Marshall pose for
the camera after the 12-kill mission
of 30 November 1950, Davis and
Marshall had just ‘macde sce’ [LUSAF)

SCORE  BOARD

306

Emmert quiclly shoe it down; so i
had been a very successful day.

On the Highe back to base, we
had o report our kills o Fifth Al
Ihe CO called in

one kill and T had theee, During the

Force Conrrol

WG

debtiefine, ‘| save 1lr Heclkman

credic for one of my  vicmnes

because he had powred o lor ol
rounds nto thar MiCs.

As a side note to this parrol, this
had been Lt Col Eoymert’s 6ls
misston. i Kopea: 1 Wordd War 2
he had been shot down on hisais
mAsSIAI,

During the second Korean winter of the war (Movember 1951 through
to April 1952), a full serengrh Sabre force of two fighter wings dashed any
hopes the communists might have had of dominating the airspace
between the Yalu River and Pyongyarng, With the re-equipment of the
51s0 W with F-B6Es in December, the doubling of Sabre ranks ro 1 50+
jets in-thearre saw the number of commumisr airciufy bemyg shor down
sreadily nerense month on-month,

Following the 23 successes in Oleeober, 26 kills were credited to Sabre
pilors in Movember, 28 (including five to the 315 FW) in December,
32027 tothe 3Tst) in Januwary, 17 (ten to the 51sehin February, 39 (14 1o
the 515t} in March and 44 (25 o the 5 Lsch in April,

|'hree more 4ch "W pilors also achieved Sabre sce seatus during this
period. with Maj Richard Cresghion (35360h FS) claimnng his filth viceory
on 27 November 1951, and Majs Georee Davis (334dh I'S) and Winton
Marshall (335ch FS) fllowing suir three days larer.

An increaging number of MiGe

in-theacre and the stalemare in the
peace ralks ar Pammunjom were the
primary reasons why Sabre. pilons
enjoyed rich pickings during the
second winrer of the war, The stale-
mute caused the FEAF's Fifth Au
Force o turn up the pressure on the
commumist negotiatons by increas-
ing, the number of bombing sorties
apainst tarpers along the Yalu River,
regardless of the nearby MiG dhrear,
This transhared into more sorsies fog
the F-86 squadrons and many mare
doghghes between the two fighrer
typaes as they strupprled o achseve ai

SUPCHOLIy,

DEATH OF AN ACE—

Undoubredly the smandout Sabre

pilor in Korer during rthis high-




Maj Richard D Creighton {left) and
his armourer, Sgi George 0'Brien,
smile for the camaera prior to the
former flying a mission on 5 January
1952, The temperature at Kimpo

at the times was hoverkng eround
freezing, as it did Tor much of the
winmter months in Konse. Creighton
had already claimed all sswen of his
MiG kills by the time this shot was
taken [ George O'Brien)

His heimet marked with the 334th
F& badge, 1Lt William Littlefiatd
was fiying a5 Maj George Davis's
wimgman on the day the sce was
killed in combat | William Littlefield)

scoring period over the winter of 1931-32 was the CO of the 334th ES,
Maj George Davis. A seven-kill T-47 ace lrom World War 2 (hc had
flawwn Thunderbilis in the Pacific with the 34 2nd I'5/348ch G in 1943-
151, Dravis Had joined the dth W mn Qcrober 1951 Clanming his firsy
victories on 27 MNovember, lie ‘made zce’ lor 2 second fme on 30
WNovember when he downed three To-2sand 2 MiG-15. Fond of scoring
muldple kilts, Davis claimed two more MG victomes an 3 Diecember aud
nio Jess than four sight davy baer:

The firss disulle ace in Koeea, Davis sev off on his 39ch mission on the
morning of 10 February 1952, Lesdimz veranather combaair patnol over
WG Alley”, he quickly destroved two ensmy aircrafi o tale his rlly o
14, but was theq limself shot down and killed by o third communist
fighrer; 1lad he lived, Lavis mrghr well have been the war's top scoring
ace. 11e Williarm W Litrhefield wa hic wingman on this ill-fared mizsion;

‘Maj Davis and T broke away from the resc of the parrol juse norrh of
Sinanju. We headed straighe for the Yalu to arpack MiGs reported 1o be
heading south across the river. Aboul ten miles froim che mouth of the
Yalu, bul still over Nomh Korea, we spoteed a gaggle of abouar ten
MiG-135 coming into the Talley™. They were ahout B0 [ below us, and
Mag Diavis called For a civing tarm thar would bring us behind them, As
we dosed in| he started fnng ac the MiG ar the rear of the Formarion.
| saw the enemy’s wing roor hight up. from the Magor's 0.50cal his
Billowing smoke immediarely poured our of the stricken Gghet, and it
went intoan uncontrolled dive towards the ground.

‘Maj Davis called our to make sure | was stll wich him, and we
continued Tighr through the lormation. He quickly lined up-another
MG near the frone His fire impacred all over ies aghewing roor, and like
the fivse one, i starred smoking and went straighe down ina dive. By dhis
rime we had worked oor way through the entiee formarion and were out
in Front ol the remiaining MiGs We were in a very hazardous position,
bur Maj Davis slowed down to take on the closest MiG. Evidently, one of
their pilors had a clean shorar hiny and the Major's je took arleast ondor
rwo 37 mm cannon his, It went out of control and crshed inmo 3
mcuntain abour 30 miles sourh of the Yalu River.”

Records show thar Maj Diavik was lyine F-BGE- 10 51-2752 arche rime,
He was later awarded a posthumous Medal of Hanor for his exploits on
this final mission. In-an unusual move, the Chinese beoadoase deails of
the pilor reported to have shot him doswn. He was named as-'the famous
air hero Chiang Chi Huei'. This came several weeks after Dlavis's lase
mission, but was the first indicamion of his Farel 1 also opened g fresh
speculation aboue the identity of the MiG pilius, and serongly sugpested
that worme of the alr regiiments were Chinsse-manned. Bue nationaline was
ot an lsswe. What concerned the American pilors was that there were
more MiGs in the sky now than ever belore, and that they were being
sppressvely Hown.

Anoiher mlented pitot o fall wicrim ro communise ghiers in 1952 was
336ch FSCO Maj Pelix Asla, whao had Tour confivimed kills o his credicar
the time of his death fin B-86E 51-2767) on | Angust. 11r WP Dunhar
was one of the young 336th IS pilors thar had fown seversl mussions o
Maj Asla's wing ﬂl]nng:in: -ilzariu!_: and summer of 1952, and he was over
MG Alley” ar the rire his €0 was shor down by a MilG-15;
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wheni the acuon leaied up, vou wended (o focus on vour element leades

Af, z0 we were nor fully sware of whar another flighe was doing

- MiGs were out thatdhay, and my lexed wenn after one of them, with
e i trail. T lollowed bim ipa Mach 1 dive fram 35,000 ft down o abiow
15,000 fras he arrempred to ger onto the rail of an cnemy jer. | must have
endured abour 7 Gaoip the pull-up and fums in order o sty with my
leader, A dhar poine, the Mits's nose poinoed soaighy up, and icclimbed
away ina § B0-degree turn to well over 40,000 fr. My scction lead never
gotwithin 30000 f of him,

ecder ashied me ] had seen a

Alier we returned v Kimpa, my 11

MG shoor down an F-86. and | said | had not. 1his wias undersrandable
hecanse | was flying in an F-86A. and ar those speeds and Gs, you didn’s
fave a chance 1w observe anything excepe trying o keep vour lead's gail
clear, Ar our debriefing, it became
clear a5 1o whar had happened 1o
Maj Asla. A MIG-13 had mar :
ta get in behind him and shoor the

left wing off of his jer, and inall the

ity mne ol us had repored see

e Ciuee

Llis dearh remdined o mystery

unit il wie started piec mrether the

radio charrer and fipured oue thae he

rhoughrthe it was his wingman,

who had become separasd from

him, Asla was making a slow irn o

the lefras the fime, and the Ml was

1 .:'l"": ELCL ferpii-1epy pras i H': Wdn
also in a perfect position te shoot. It

would not have raken much of

sharpshooter o have shot Asla

down. br was a- trasic loss for dhe

sguadnon

This F-B6E-10 was the mount of
F3erh FS CO Maj Felix Asla, who
was eredited with Tour kills in 1852,
Micknamed Tre CHorrch, 51-Z7T67 is
seen here displaying a total of sight
kills — Asla also had damaged claims
marked up on the jet. He was killed
when shot down in this very airerafi
on 1 August 1952, just days after
this photograph was taken in late
July [ Willizm Thomas)

Maj Felix Asla [centre, standing to
attention| has just boeon awarded
the DFC and Silver Star by 4th FW
CO, Col Harrison Thyng. for
outstanding leadership of the 336th
FS in mibd 1952 | Gordon Beem)
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Three months prior to his demise, Maj Asla had witnessed ar first band
the destructive power of the MIG-135 mio ol canmons when his
wingman, 1Lt John F Dews, f&ll vietim w g communise fighter whilse
partictpating in-his thicd sovtieon | Apgil 1952, Mosc4ch 1'W piloss flew
milssions on 2 roradoenal basis, which mizane o few hours off alter aach
mission. FHowever, there were timey when the worklosd prevenied this
Tuxury, and many ol them few two, and occasionally three, missions ina
day. 1Lt Dews was one of those pilors;

‘It was one of the busiest days T would ever have in combat, and my
Form-3 shows T Hew three missions that day. Maj Asla was my Righe
leader and 1 was in the No 2 slor. with my callsign heing “John Red
I'wa", Somewhere northeast of Sinuiju, Asla and 1 spotted Mitas thar
were just souh of e iver: He imumediarely engaced the flighr of four
enery jets from astern, while | did whar wingmen do—keepang leaed s “six
aclock” clear.

Ot of nowhere, three MiGs carie up behind Asla, and 1 called fora
“hand break 1o the lef”, which we both excoured. 1 had gone showt 60
degrecs into my beeak when my Sabre was ot by three cannon rounds:
From what T could insantly assess; rwoof them had hicmy lefr wing and
the third had sorock noy il assembly. | never sawimy-adversary, bur Maj
Astalarer wld me thar the "shopes” was the leader of 2 light of foud Mils
thar had dropped down on s just as we entered the leff um. They had
artack me because Asla was oo far up ahead. and rhere was no way he

could ger back ro prevent the pass on me,

Pilots from the 4th FW dine in at
Kimpo AB with the commanding
general in the autumn of 1952,
Sitting against the wall in the cantre
is group CO, and ace, Col Royal N
Baker. To his left is 4th FW CO, and
fellow ace, Col James K Johnson,
wihilat 1o his right is Fifth Air Force
C0), Lt Gen Glenn O Barcus. The
latter How several combat missions
with the 4th FW in 195253 (L/SAR
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Bath ‘making ace’ within 30 minutes
of each othar in the late afternoon
of 3 May 1352, 16th F5/51st FW pilot
Maj Donald Adams [left] shakes
hands with Capt Robert Latshaw

of the 335th F5. Adams had claimed
his two MiGs near Yongampo at
1730 hrs and Latshaw had destroyed
his. in the F-BGE-1 parked behind
them, at 1800 hrs near Yangsl. Both
aees would subseguently perish in
flying accidents after returning
homs |L2AR

336th F5 armourer Sgt George

¥ Brien busily loads bels of

0. 50-cal APf into the magazine of
Maj Richard Creighton’s Sabre. The
turnground times botween missions
for F-80s at Kimpo was relatively
quick dus to the vast experience

of the groundcrews stationed at

the base | Eeorge FBrirn)

1Lr Diews was flying one of the
older F-86Es (50-386) in the
squadron. and he was ar 34.000 fr
when hewas hi His Sabre immiedi-
arely fell inro 2 violent spin, which
|iested wnicil bewas ar abour 9500 fr;

When T mdioed "Red Leader
One thae 1 had been hit, he broke
off and quickly engaged the Mils
Hhiat liad fired on e He did not ger
a visual on me ov T was spinning
down, bur he did acknowledee my
rransmissions. My F-86 finally
gained some form of fight when |
slowed it down by reducing power, popping my dive brakesand enrering
the denser air ar a-lower altinede. Ar Maj Asla’s suggrestion, | et a conrse
tor Chodo Island, where, with good luck, | bailed our and was quickly
recovered by helicopter. My F-86-fell inro the sea shortly after [ exited the
cockpir,

-MORE GROUND-POUNDING

Purine the speng ol 1952, the FEAF realised just how efficens the
Chinese were in quickly rebuilding destroved or damaged targees. Tt alin
ohserved the raprd movemenr of highly mobile heavier calibre ann
aircrft guns throughour Novth Korew. The Fatter could be positionead
alongside key railway lines, roads and bridaes, depending on where diey
were needed most. F-84xand aging F-80s and 1:-31s were charged with
inflicting major damage on such tangers, and the vulnerable fighrer-
bombers in tum relied on the Sabres o afford them protection from the
now ever-present MiGs:

['he F-B6wings were always the "go 1o uhiis when there was any threas
agarmst the Aghrer-bombers working from Pyongvang north to the river,
As the number of F-84s in particulsr increased in-theatre from the carly
spring ‘of 1952 onwards, the pressure onde win shifted back onto
the communises, as just about any
yiable targer thar cropped up in
MNorth Korea was quickly armacked,
Arremipes o intercept the fgher
bombers soon became sporadic ar
best, with the MiG piloss findimg
thar they coold nor ke the F-Bds
and F-Bls on due 1o the very effer:
tive barrier patrols set op by the
F-86: flving at altiwde whead of
them.

The communist piloes  duly
reverted o emploving their three
Gvoirire tactics (the Yo-Yo!, ‘End
Run’ and "Deciy’) thar occasionally
pave them success. Indeed, these
manoeyyvres atowed the MiGs e




chude the F-80s onaclease four neca
sions when the fighrer-bombers
were up in foree during the spring
and summer of 1932, the cocmy
penerrating sourh of MG Alley’,
Yet despire gering in armongst the
fisheer-bombers, the MG pilows
did nor score anywhere near the
pumber of kills they should Fave
primarily due w over caperness,
poor gunnery and inepr manpeu-
veang at close quarters.

Mo fower than seven piloes from
the 4rh FW secured thear fifth Lills
during this period, with six of drem
hailing from the high-scoring 335¢h
F5. The first-of these was vereran
aviator, and A National Gands.
man; Capt Roberr | Love. who
became the 11th jetave of the war
with e MIG vicoories on 21 April,
Flying tin Love's wing on three of
hus. MiG-15-killing mssions wie
The Mastin ]

reflected on his combar experiences

Baribitick, who

with Capr Lowve;

‘He and T were assigned o “C
Flight" ar abouor the same dme, Love having wangled a mansfer to the
winy fromn his Californis Air National Guoard unir {the F-83-equippe:
190ch FBS; which had been mobilised b July 1951 dwind assigired 1 the
| Loch FBW, based ar Misawa AB, Japank ar the cnd of his our. FHe was
an excellent shoorer, and any mission' ] fAlew with him proved o bevery
interesting

“There was ane {on 20 March 1952) where Love lncked onoo the wil of
a MG, snd e pilor dould nor shake hime In the seconds thar followed,
hie fired all of his ammuniden, and there s no elling how many rounds
hir that MiGs. It continued ro fly straighe and level, and there was no fire

or smoke from the mulbiple hine We both moved oup and brackered the

Milz on either side, almost Qying close formation widy it The pilot was

apparenthy dead, or at least pretending ro be. | asked Bob ifhe wanted me
taget intoa position to Anish him off, and he replied in the negative asthe
pilot was already dead. We lefe the MIG to return o the sceion. Tater on,
it was confirmed oo us thar thar communist jer had indecd lost altimde in
a glide and crashed mito the ground some disrance off ro the west. This
helped canfirm the kil for Love.

Four days larar fon 24 March), | was on his wing again, This time,
I was concentraring so much on keeping his “six o' cdlock™ dear thar Twas
ot paying anyattention to where he was shooting, Lean't cemember ifwe
had another element with us ar the dime. It was probably just the owo of
wyy or they had splic ol when chasing o MiG. T was aware that Love was

bearine down o another jee, so L was keeping an eve onseveral othersihan

335th F5 pilot 1Lt Martin Bambrick
peers through a large hole in the
wing of his Sabre made by a 3T mm
cannon round fired from & MiG-15
in June 1952 |Alartin Bambrick)

335th FS pilol Capt Robert Love
became the USAFs 11th jet aca
on 3 May 1952 {USAR
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Part of the 335th F§'s notorious

‘D Flight', YLt James Kasler was

Its first member to ‘make ace’. He
claimed his fourth and fifth MiG-15
kitls on 15 May 1952, thus beceming
the USAFs 15th jet ace [LISAFR

"Aces High'! All three units, a5 wall
as the groupg HO, arée represented
by the pilots in this photograph.
Ma fewer than 37 communist
aircraft were destroyed by those
four individuals betwesn 8 May
1852 and 13 March 1953, They are,
from lelt to rght, 2Lt James Low
|335th F5, 3 kifls), Capt Robinson
Risner (336th F5, 8 kills), Col Royal
Baker [4th FG HO, 13 kills] and Capt
Leonard Lilley (334th FS, 7 kills)
|USAR

were close by, They were capable of making a pass on us within seconds,
sonl conld not divers amy of my arention o whae Love was up o

‘Abter closinge well within range, be lired several short bursis ino the
doomed aircraft, and as | finally glanced over in thar direcrion, the MiG
pilor ejecred, By this time. pauch of my areention was on Love, and has
kil Wil secdands of the ejection, e made a couple of circles around
the parachuine pilot and chen lined up for a pass. My first thoughr was
thar Love was going ro fire on the enemy pilot, bt he only mimed his
camera tin to verihy the Ser thae his MG was now withour a pilor, sehich
would count as g kill. [am sure thar thee pilorwas scared o deathias Love's
[*-86 bore devwm on him.”

Discussing the third kill mission dhae he llew with Cape Love, 1Lt
Bambritk releerares just how good a marksman the ace was;

We were up on a lae afternoon combar air parrol, eod there wasn's
much ememy  activity: Abouwt mid-way duoush o mission, we
encountered a lone Mils south of the Yalu, and he was heading north
roward Antung. We had the altimde advantage. so our closire ruie wis
very pond. Either the pilot did notsee us or he Iroee up, because Capr
Love came righe'in atan .|r|glu from the rear and | was covering his
backside dlose in, 50 1 hid o good view. Love called out "Wiech chis. I'm
goirgz o bl hime right i lds aisspeed indicarar ~ now!” He fired a shomn
burst. and sure enoush the rounds converged all over the' front of the
cockpit area

Reveral secomuds later, be stared dhat be was going wo five dee nexo burst
and take ott the Mity's alfimerer. | 'hie racers duly converged in frone of
the cockpit ence again. Ir was superh shooring from showe 700 Tt our. The
MG did o waver, Lis nose instead stowly dropping atanover Increasing
angle umtil dhe jer bir the ground. The pilor never bailed out; so the first
burst probably got him. T was some of the best marksimanship T ever saw
irn the F-86.

Deapry ‘D FLIGHT'

Cape Lowe's comempataries within the 335th FS's "D Flight" 2t thic doe
wetl just as aperessive. [ndeed. collectively. they had an “artitude’, which
led them o devise their own embleém embodying 2 carcioure of their uni
0, Maj Philip Van Sickle, The group included Cape Philip E Colian

(four kills) and 1Lts Coy L Austin
[rwel: James H Kasler (15¢h jer age,
on 15 May 1952, with six kills) and
James ¥ Low {17ch jer aceon 13
lane 1952, with nine kills): 1ht
Albert Spniley (theee killsy also Hew
with this elite group:

T got my first MiG-15 [on & May
1952} when Tiwas fhing on Coy
Ausrin's wing. | spotted him and
Austin didn’t, sohe wold me o mke
it — that was our standard policy ar
the time. It seemed thar | chased

thar MG all pver North Korea.

Every oime I had him lined up, he




would pull up into an abrupr, fase
vertical climb, stall van and then Hip
over anhis back: [ rook several shots
ar him, and I'm not sure how - many
revinidds B i sepuorely. T iliok the
pilot probably ejected our of frusera-
rion! Anvway, Auson verfied thar
the pilor was in his “chie, so 1 got
the kifl.

“With my sccond {on 15 May
1952, 1 was still Hying wing. Phil
Colman was leading the flight and
Kasler was leading the dement. Iz
wis a repest scenuro ob my fiesckill
Kasler first sporred the MitGs over
Anrung, "Caser” Colman still hadnt sportedd them. so he rold Kuasler 1o
take them. [ was flying Kasler s wing. Tir a maater ob minuees be d lined up
on one of the MiGs, which was apparcntly gering ready For the landing
pattern at Anmung.

As T saw Kasler scuring hits b his arger, this MiG came our of
nowhere and slid in behind himo e was lining up o fire when T rdtoed
Kasler to-breake. Ficher he didn’t hear me orhe ignored me, ashe kepron
Firing ar his NAG. The only-thing T could do was 1o fire a quick warning
busst in the peneral direction of the second MG o ger his atrennion. |
wasn 't looking through my sights when 1 pulled the trigper, but my
rovmneds imyacted all over the eneny figher. He was lighting up preey
good fromall of the APl rounds thar were hirting him

The mexe thing | knew, the MiG's canopy popped off, the sear come
out and there was the pilor Doaring back toward me, sicing in hisseae Ie

passed by my left wing. My tare of closurewasn't too fast, so | banked over

F-BBE-1 50-623 Protty Mary and The
<5 was the parsonal mount of 4th
FW CO Col Harmmizon Thyng. On Z20.
May 1952 he scored his fifth kill to
become the USAF's 16th jet ace
{Harry Thyng

Cther than the seven Gumal Sabries
triglied by the 4th FW in early 1953,
every F-86 committed to the war
wias srmed with iy rapid-firing

D50 cal Brownbng machine guns
Although they did not have the
instant knock-down power of the
MiiG-15"s three cannon, they could
accuralely strilke a small ares over
ang over sgEin. Ordnance crews
continually sarviced the guns to
kesp them operabies |Jimmie Pisrcs]
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CHAFTER THREE

o get a good look ar him. Apparently, his helimer had come off jn the
ejection, He had lnng blond hair with whatwe used to call 2 “whireside
walled" haircut, which mieunt thit the hairwas dlipped down o bare skin
abouran inch orso above the cars, e had robe East German or Russian.
1 neversaw i "chite, anid my alritude when | passed by him was less than
300 fi. Kasler gor two conlirmed kills on this mission, which made him
thie 1 5th jerace of the war,”

The bt of the seven dth FW aces crowned during this period was the
335th F&¥'s Capr Cliffird Jolley, who clanmed thiee kills in two days on
7 and 8 Angust. Like Capr Roberr Love, Jolley was also an ex-Guardsiman
[reimn the 19%6rh FBW. His F-86. appropriarcly named Jafly Roger. was
well known witliin the ranks of the wing:

Having flown many piston-engined tvpes in the nud o lae 194404,
Jolley was accepted into jer school ar Williams AFB in 1948 a5 an Air
Mational Guard pilot, and he subsequensly served with umits
Califormia and Lizah. Sent rothe jer combat gunnery school ar Nellis AFB
s after Hch‘ig recilled tn.'lcri\rt:dur}- in March 1951 ,_]'o]]:_':,rwas assigned
o the 4th FW, and the rest is hiswory. Here. he recalls some of his cardy
experiences in the Sabre, and also' his clashes with MiG-15s aver 'MiG
Alley';

‘Up w 0.95 Mach, the F 86A handled [ike 2 Piper Cub ar 80 mph.
Hwever, ar 0.95001 Mach, the jer developed 2 very noticeible wing roll
tendericy that would continue anril you reached mach one, After thar
speed was achieved, the sireralt llew simoothly and responded oo the
conrrols, excepr thac i felt like che stckwas in comend!

The newer F-86Fs started arriving in the Far base ar around the same
rime thar I 'did, and my st experience wich one was in Korea. The jet’s
contrals were all hydraulic; with no bosit cibles as in che A-model, and
instéad ol the contenl stick operatthig the dlevarors. it operared the entire
horizontal stabiliser, with the elevators lnked % as 10 accentuate the
action: The trim acrions in both cases served o "cenue” the stick 1o
mmaimtain your desired position, sp hydralic presarewas only appliod w
whichever side you direcred the stick,

*In @ combat situarion, we always had the element leaders Aving in the
A-models whenever possible so as to be sure thar these pilots following
could keep upl ean vividly recall being in an awkward position inan
F-80A. rrying desperarely mo shoor a MiG off the wail of a pilor fying
evasive munesuvres iooan F-model. 1 can el vou thar it owas a
monumotal physical aceomphishment just syine with these two
aircraft, leralone shooting the MiG dowr. Fortunately, [ wis in excellent
physical shape.”

A thisstage il che war the MiGs sl eigned supreme when it came to
having an alritude advantage. The communises fully exploired this to by
sending lanpe formarions of “stadents’ over MiG Alley” so thar they could
observe what the F-86s were doing withour putting themselves ar risk,
This safe hgven was compromised, bowever, when the new F-86Fs began
tas reach Korea in Seprember 1952, although even this lacest version of che
Sabre was still at the top end of its performance envelope when ircame o
ntercepring high-flving MitGs above 48.000 fi,

Tinan effisr tosolve these problems, the FEAY ardered the 4ch W o
fit five of its new F-B6Fs with 4 belly pod that hased rhree jer-assiseed




mke-olf botles (JATO), Capr Jolley was one of the few pilots permired
to fly these Sabres;

“We reccived five of these modilied F-models, whose pod-mounted
JATO bowdes (permanendy ficted o the aircraft) could be fired in g series
or allat the same time. This device gave us a seven-secomd Dt which
mcant rapid clomire on MiGs that were up ar an aliitude we were having
difficuliy. attaining. Only the fow most cxpericnced pilos in the
sqjladron were selecred o fly missions where JATO was likely to be used.
T'hese special F-miodels were tail heavy, and they sianed *porpoising” ar
about 35,000 {1 if you let the speed drop below 0,78 Mach,

‘Although my lascowo Mis- 1 5 killswere made using the ped, Tanm sure
that | would have been just as successbul withowt JATO) assismance, as the
rail-heavy musheout [ expeticnced when 1 performed o “Splie8”
manoeuvee o initare the-amacks almoss saw me lose contacy with the
MiGs

Although not entirely won over by the JATO modification, Jolley was
certainly sold on the Sabre 45 a gunnery plarform. Trs grnsiehe was radar-
activared, dnd this gave the pilot sccurate information shout his distance
From the farget. It would also adtomatically caloulate the lead required to
rake the kill. A carsercould be released from the gunsight oncelocked up
throuch a simple posh of a button, and anuither target then selecred. By
holding the reritule on the target and wacching the range drum, most
pilots would apen fine ar 3000 frand rypically seore ebfective hits an theds
prey.

The six 0.50-cal smachine puns in the Sabre's nose would fire ara mte of
abewut 3000 rounds per minure, and one shorr burse, which woald equate
o abourt ren ronnds per gun, was sulficient (o make a respectable hole in
a MiG. The F-86's wing magazines were typically loaded with owo lead
ball rounds, two AP@and one tracer i groups of five. The weapons were
alse firved with sir chargers to rerract and relvad rounds should 2 ‘short
shell cause a mistire, which seldom happened.

1Le Martin Bambrick, wingman for many of rhe deh FWs sces,
recalled Capr jolley’s expertise in the cockpit ol a Sabre;

"I Aew with Capr Jolley nany tnes, butsinee Iwas an clement lead in
the second section, 1 did not ger the oppormmity: to mke two dose a lsok
ap what he did. 1 do remember nne mission, howeyer, where 1 was Aying
in the No 4 slot and Jolley was No L. I was on the leff of the flight,
seanming everything in thar direction o make sure thar we were not
surprised. | happened wo glnce forward, and Tsaw a MiG coming seraighe
for my formation some 50 [T below us. Before [ could say anything, he had
raced by, the MiC: being painted metallic groen overall. Teslled a break 1o
the left and down, mrying to get o glimpee of it, but never did. Due to the
colour of the MiG and the terrain below, it was very difficule to see, and
Talley stated that he had nor sporred ir.

“The Mits pilor niay nor have seen i either, as he left the area 25 soon
a5 he could We did some "ﬁgu;c»nlﬁhm’ around the arca, bir there
wasn't another aireraft to be scen. This had been an umusual encountes.

A E'vrda}'s larer wewere up again, flying extremely high, and chis dme
we all had binoclars. We were literally Boaring along ar 45.000+ & All of
asudden, abour 150 ftin frontofus, were two huge Aak burses! They were
ominous looking, with bright orange fire in their centre. At that altrude
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Hak was unheard of, and we immediately aleered our cowrse & livde 1o the
lefr and the radar directed anti-aircrafe amillery never corrected for ow
change, This was the only dine thar T encountered flak ar such o high
altirode

COhe ol the mist memomble missions thar | was involyed i with Cape
Jolley saw me in the No Foslotin o !h|_:|:| ol liur thar he was leading,
Jolley weas always very aggressive in hic dealings with MiGs: and it pard off
foe him - We were pat relling g over “ MG Alley™ when one of the guys
in pur flight called out a single Mit: well below us. The enemy pilor had
evidenthy seen us and was making 2 high speed run w gev north of the
Yitlie, Jolley pirchel over snd went afrer him,

‘He didn't drop his speed brakes ar the dime, but he did jertison his
external tanks! He iniriaced & very tight spiral, like 2 connbuows barrel
roll. almost straight dawn o ger behind this guy. who was probably

shahlyar

10,000- 12,0060 ft below us. When all of this started, we were [
aboat 33,000 fr. Jofley's wingman finally called ouwe that be cowldn’s stay
with him in sech a Aghe manoeuvre. | managed m hook up widh him,
however, keeping my hand on my G-suit valve button to keep it inflared
all the way downeso thar | would nor black our from all the Gs.

The MiG pilot was determined o make it back o his base, and he shid
right into the landine patern. Capr

F-86E-10 51-2834 was used to great
etfect by Capt Cliftord Jolley in the
summer of 1852, as the eight victory
miarkings just aft of the guns clearly
reveal By the time this phatograph
was taken in the spring of 1953,
Jolley had roturned home and his jet
had been transferred to the 336th F5
(Houston Tuel)

Right

Capt Clifford Jolley became tha
USAF's 16th jet ace on B August
1952 Both his helmst and his jet
wora marked with pirate flags

| Karl Dittrmen)

Armed and fuelled, two flights of
Sabres from the 334th F5 wait for
their pilots to strap in and fire up
thair turbojet engines at Kimpo AB
in the autumn of 1952

| BHY Livtiefield)

Julleywas equally as derermined not
o der ups Tosenid the flak baneries
ringing the base, he and Bambrick
descended o rectop lovel, where
there was lews chance of heing hir
Cuicldy losing sisht of their et
becanse they had dropped so: low,
the only way 1w lock the MG hack
up was 1o gan some alvirude. Hay-
ing elimbed agwin, chey found
themselves positioned righr over the
end of the runway, with numerous

small-calibre AAA winkineg ar them.




The MiG Jolley wanted was not in sighe, and their priorivies quickly
shifted as chey few down the runway, pulling streamens off ol their
canopies. | heir only means of escape was 1o stay low and head our over
the Yellow Sez ar = heighe of just 25 fr, Both pilows survived withour o
serarch, and the incident probably spawned numerous stones among the
commiinist grnnerson the ground.

lolley’s eventful clashes with MiGs in August 1952 were rypical of the
dasens of engapements thar rook place on a near-daily basks during the

firse nine davs of the manth. Onthe

4ch, ex-wingman 1Lt Henry
Crescibene of the 335th FS claimed
the sobe MiG-15 m be destroved;
Wewere lend on a To-ship patol
that day by graup €O, Col Royal N
Balker. A furure double MG ace, he
wis vastly experienced i aerial
combat thanks: to his expencenoes
and kills, in World War 2. 1 was tl-
ing element leder lor Capr Karl
Dintmer, who was my flighe leader
[(Dirmmer had claimed a MiG

three davs earlier).

Allier an hour of cruising ar
30,000 fr ar high Mach, [ thoughs |
sported a couple of MiG-13s in the
distance, and asked permission to
go down and take a look. My wing-
man and | dived down to where 1
thouglie my MiGs weee; only
find the sky cmpuoy. Ar thar point |
throttled  back betause iy luel
paires were showing that v was
fme o rern home.  Momenms

larer Col Baker radioed [or ouwr gag-

gle to had south back o Kimpo

U decided ro hang around a it
lomger, and within a few minures |
saw three MiGs in frone and seme

10,000 fr below ws | gor on the

radio and asked if there were dny

Mew Sabres usually arrived at
Kisararu AB, in Japan, before they
warn flown 1o unitz in South Korea.
Both destined for the 4th FW, these
two F-86E-10s survived the war and
were iater assigned to other units
sfter thelr combat tours | Cale Herryl
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CHAPTER THREE

The very last sce of the Korean War,
1Lt Charles Cleveland had to wait
wntll April 2000 for his probable
claim of 21 SBeptember 1952 to be
upgraded to confirmead. He thus
became the USAF's 40th Salire sce
{Charles Cleveland

I-865 in this arca other than my wingman, and Col Baker replied thar the
rest of the Sabres were our of the arcaand en rouee 1o base,

With my uel geming dangerously low, | rold my wingman o cemain
araltimude while | dove down and made one [ring pass on the MiGs 1
wintld then bréak nghr and join up with him, prior 1 heading back
south. During my dive. T had 1o roll apside downanid perform a "5plic-5”
so a5 1o kéep the encmy formation in sight. As T was spproaching the jets
tha T was focuesed on, another seven MiGcs popped up our of nowhere,
but I continued o press home my attack. By thisrime | was doing abour
575 lenits ar 20,000 fr. Coming in on them slightly below their ulttude,
1 way uhle to ger o pood burst into the MiGs" undemide where dheir [uel
tanks were

‘L starred firing aca range of GO0-800 fi, scoring numerous hits on the
underside of ore of the MiGs. At the same nme | sporeed orange tracer
rounds fving pase nre — 1w bemg fired on by one of the ather MiGs,
I'he gap narrowed as continued oo fiee, and suddenly my varger exploded
i ball offire. §immediately broke hard right and almost collided with
another MiG. Fortunately, none of them followed me, and | was able o
join up with my wingman and head for Kimpo.

Twasn't sure thar | would have encugh fuel for 2 safe landing, o once
we 2o up o ahiwde T retarded the thromde to use minimal fuel. By
restricnng my consumprion, imanaged o make n back o hase safely,
aleiwrgh Tharely made ivro the ramip before my engine Aamed oue, When
we examitied my F-86, we ound 1 picoe of the MiG-15 thar | kad shot
down lodged in che nghe side of the aireraft's sose — thus hadstrack my jet
when Talmaost Hew chrough the cxplosion. The debiris left no doubt thar T
had indeed destroved s MIG, and T was duly credited with a killl

Chne of the biggest clashes during this period was foughe on 6 Auguss,
when 52 MiG-1 5 engaged 35 Sabres in 2 one-sided dogfishe thar saw six
communist Hghters destroyed. By the end of August, thore had been
sightings of 1155 MiGs during this month alone, with enough close-in
eontact berween the rwo fighters o ner 34 enemy jete shot dewn fur the
loss of vwe F-fi6s in serial combiar, Things emained juscas horover MG
Alley” the following month.

In fact September proved  be 2 banner monch for Sabre kills in the
Korean War, with no lewer than 64 MiGi-15s being claimed destroyed
{rhis tally was only berresed by the 78 claised in June 1953). Some 1857
arrhorne sightngs were made by Sabre piloes, who were working overtime
w provect mound-theclock TN fighter-bomber  sorrics  cargeting
communist forces arcempdng o bead ssouth w reinforce frontline
pasitions.

Theworst day ol the month for the Sabreswas 4 Seprember, when larse
numbers of encmy fighrers dared back wnd forh acros the Yalu in 2
sertes of stashing atracks on parrolling F-86s. Fighring literally a rusining
gun battle in true wild west’ siyle, the Sabre pilots ended the day with 13
MiGs kills for the loss of four F-86« (half the numbef lost that month).
Emerging from the camage of 4 Seprember was the war's 19th Sabee see,
Maj Frederick 'Boots” Blesee of the 334th FS. Overthe nexe four weeks he
would add five more victories to his rally before ending his tour.

336th FS pilor Capr Robinson Risner downed two MiG- 155 on 21
Seprember to take his seore o s vigrones — he wonld evennually leave




Maintained by the 336th FS,
F-BGE-10 51-2822 was sssigned to
aih FG CO Col Royal N Beker, who
scorod several of his 13 kills with

it. The jet survived the conflict and
saw post-war duty with the 35th FW
in Japan | Richard Hintermeior

Despite the weaather in the Korean
Paninsula belng bitterly cold in the
winter and extremely hot in the
summer, pllots still had to man the
alert jets 24 hours a day. This shot
wias taken on the alert pad at Kimpo
AR in the spring, when the weather
was at its mildest. These 335th FS
F-B6s had to be airborne in minutes
shoukd a call come in [F M Jones|

Korea ar the end of January 1953 withv eight kills to his crediv. A piobable
victory cliimed that same day by 334ch FS pilor 11r Chares Clevedand
would have preat significance 47 vears later when, on 11 April 2000, the
claim was upgrided 0 confirmed by the Ametican Fighver Aces
Association Victory Confitmation Board. Combined wirh four other
comnfirmed kills eredived w Cleveland in Augnstand Seprember 1952, this
victory gave him ace status almost five decades after he had -achicved
the feat!

The wing's nexe pwo aces scored ther Ffth victones within 24 hours of
cach other on 17 and 18 November 1952, Col Rayal Baker (who had
claimed 3.5 kills in Wordd War 2) goc his fifth vicrory on the 17th; and
would down a furcher eight MiGs before leaving the wing in mid March
1953, On 18 November Capt Leonard Lilley of the 334th FS-claimed 2
MIG-15 to give him ‘ace statos”. He would ultimarely fly 101 combar
rnissions, finishing his tour in fanuary 1933 with seven viciores,
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CHAFTER FOUR

MiG MONITORING

uring the sccond half of 1932, Sabre pilots i Kore: were
pamtully awsire of just how much effort the communises were
puitting invo increasing the nuomber of MiGs in-chearre. By year-
end, FEAF Inecllisence estimates put the overall Bgrre ar about B30 jers,
which were either i Manchuria already, or available to be rorared in with
very little notice
lhe four airficlds in the Anmng Comples. (Fen Chen, Takishan,
Tammgkon snd Antung iself) had bien expanded over a two-year period
50 as to handle the increasing numbers. In addinion to this capacity, there
were three other major airfields (Anshan, Tisoyvang und Mulbden) further
north imeo: Manchuna, bur close enough o service immediate
requirementy: over MG Alley’s Most of these had been bk by the
Japanese in the carly 19405, and many improvemenss had been made w

thern during the current conflice. These seven bases could porendially

rival anything that the TT55R had in s western defence sectors in Europe,

With high-flyving manned reconnaissance diecralt and sarellite
voff, the USAF found i very di

keep rubys on what was going on norch of Anrong, As lare 75 Seprember

el

surverl lance systems stifl some w

1932, the communises were still adding o, or building, tew virfelds in

Manchuria, and most these were far enough north of the Yalu o/ remain

lL'J:J.L.L'.Ll:r' =oLrel

A lor of the time, F-806 pilots illepally overflying Manchuria in search ol

MiGs to shoor down made crucial discoverics relarine to new bases under
constrpction.: Numerous such ights were made by double ace Maj
Urederick “Boors' Blesse during his six-month tour with the 334th FS in

195

AL this time the peace walles were
going on; and we all knew dhat the
communists were stockpiling MiGs
close o the border, We also knew

that if an agreement was reached,

they could fly a couple of hundred
fisls

minuecand kave a full-sized dir force

ters int North Kores ar the las

ready o g, These facrs: made us
keep our eves open wlhen we were at
altoude -above the fver, or I we
straved) northoa limde,

Chive spri
ing over Manchuria, where I <hould

alternonn whals Hy-

not have been, | nonced some mark-
mgs on the ground biear a lirde phce
called Fen Chen char looked likea
new runvay. Affer gerring back o

Kimpo, | grabbed an intelligence

officer | kenew fairly well, swore him

Maj Frederick ‘Boots” Blesze

(10 Sabre kilks) poses ot a post:
Korea airshow in Virginia with

his childhood hero, Capt Eddie
Rickenbacker, who was the leading
American ace of World War 1 with
26 victaries | Frederick Blessol




o secrecy and told him whae I saw.
He asked me o keepan eve on'it, so
once a week | wonld ship o
Manchuriz to see whar bad been
aecomnplished.

‘Owver the next month or so 1
watched that plice grow from a few
seratches in the ground o a 6000-f
cement punway, complere with pre-
Gib builings and airesaft being
worked on - and they were all
Mil5-15s! This was going on in
threc ather areas [ was monitoning,
s0 by the dme the month of May
rolled sround they hid the cpacity
to launch between 600 and 700 MiGs. Ar thar rime we had 2 ol of
abolt 150 to 225 Sabres in the ennive theatre to appose them. Many of
our aircraft were our of commission due oo lack of spare parre and for
varinus other reasons.

Very occasionally, the Sabre wings wore given permission to overfly the
four large MiGG bases in the Antung Complex. Such missions were
conducted m the t':ir|_'.- summer and avmumn of- 1952, as well as the spTimg
of 1953, us part of several massive air efforts by the Filth Air Force 1o
deestroy major communist rargers just south of the Yalu River, Inarderto
provect the massed ranks of fighrer-bombers sent to amck these rangets,
and koowing that escortng Sabres wounld be heavily outnumbered by
intorcepring communist fighters, the FEAF authovised the employment
of ursyal tactics w0 as o ensure the success of these missions. and 1o
reduce the tisk ofan efféerive MiG intervention,

Maj ‘Boots™ Blesse remembiered one such mission in which he plaved a
F!'Al'l'.

Tust prior 1o a larpe arrack up in the most dangeroos ared al Morth
Korea, four of us flight learders were called 1n and old abour = mission
scheduled For the nexe day that was going o involve three enrire fighter-
bambit groups (ninc squadrons), There wasa possibality that they would
have ro face 400+ MiGs, and we were tsked with keeping these aircraft
on the ground uniil the fighter bombers had finished and mimed back
their bases, The 4ch W was limited in che number of Sabres it could peu
up. so for this unsnal assgnment we were given only one flighe (four
F-Bis) apicee to cover each of dhe four MG bascsin guestion. | ook the
airfield at Fen Chen for my flighr.’

“The riiles thar Maj Blesse was baefed on lor the mission were strictand
o the point. The Sabie pilos were nor allowed o do any smafing of
aircraft on the ground. and they were also not o et dny of the MiGs
rake off. Each flighrwas to keep the communist jets prounded for 18 min-
utes, which wis how long the fighrer-bombers necded ro gerin, destroy
their targers and get our,

Blesse had good knowledie ol Fen Chen und the tertain surrounding
the base, so he did not require much of 2 detailed bricfing. The Chinese
wele using radar {'ﬁ-tctivl:ly, and they would know when the F-86s were
coming and when the Rghter-bombers wete nearing their targets:

On the afternoon of 14 January
1963, 334th FS pllots Cspts Manuel
Fernandes and Leonard Lillay both
claimed MiG kills within three
minutas of each other. This was
Lilley's sewventh, and last, victory
during a combat tour that spanned
107 missiona, but for Fernandez.

it was only his fourth victory,
Ironically, the latter pilot was
fying Lilley's F-B6E-10 51-2764
when he scored his kill, the crew
chied outlining the fest in the gun
powder residue that collected
arcund tha gun ports. Lilley was
fiyingg F-B86E-1 50-625 on this date,
this veteran jet having praviously
been the mount of 335th F5 ace
Maj Winton Marshall In late 1857

| Lavry Hendaf)
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CHAPTER FOUR
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Two of the d4th's top commeanders
show the unit's colours during an
awards ceremaony at Kimpo AB in
1953, Group CO Col Aoyal N Baker
finished his tour with 13 Kills, whilst
wing CO Col James K Johnson
claimed 10 vietories |LSAR

Accurare nime-keeping was going
ty - be critically smpaorean o the
overall success of the mission. Blesse
continuetl;

T dimed deooss that my Mighe
arrived in the arce aboue 20 minures
hefare the strike began. lewould be
easy o tell when our  fighter
hombers were getting close becanse
the MiGs would starr mxiing our for
take-off. Sure enough, a few min-
utes- later about 40 to 30 of them
starred moving all ar the same rime -
nise o il We circled the base ae
18,000 frand warched nndl the first
twor MiGs starred their run-up for
take-ofE. Tt wis easy b tell that the
pilots: had apened theit thootdey
because of all the debris blowing
awiy behind the jerv. Thix was the
cue for me o ke my wingiman and
dive down,

T eould see both MiGs stare their take-olf mll, and inidally ir looked
likee 1 had mis-timed my pass. Someone in the control tower was on oy
aicle, however, and he must have told the communist piloes thar they had
F-86s on Aoals. T eould see the blue smoke from the MiGs tvres as the
pilors applicd brakes in a panic, bur dhey were In - that po-man's lind
without enough reom tosrop. | heir leader and his wingman wenr fight
ol the eind of the runviay, then past the field boundiiry, breaking off both
nose gears, What 3 beawtiful sieht - pwo @il pipes siicking p in e aiy

The effict of secinga Hight of 334th FS Sabres orhiting everhead, and
assuming that any jets that teol off would be shor down as soon e they
retracted their pear, immediarely shir down the base's flighe plans. Maj
Blesse's formation pulled up o 154000 k withour firing a shor and hegan
their ocbic Soangely coough, all of the MiGs taxied back i and shut
down.

Within 20 minures, the strike force had dropped their ordnance and
cleared the area, and the MiGs also seaved firmly on the ground at the
remaining three airfields picked our for special accention by the 4ch FW.
Iy shuyts had been fired at any of the airfields as briefed, and the Rghter-
bombers rerurned to thelr bases unmaolested by MiGs, This bold strategy
had worked ro perfection

ProJecTt GunvalL

Againdr this background of increased MG acrivine and ever-larger bases
in Manchuria, elements ol the dch FW were inyolved in top-secrer rest
projoct Operation Gusoad in carly January 1953, which invobved the
testing of 20 mm cannon fired in seven specially modified F-86Fs. The
witig lsell had been flying comventionally armed Fomodels: sinee

Scprember thar vear, and alchoush the new variant’s overall performance




wan significantly bewer than the F-86A/E, frustraringly for pilors flying
the airceaft; its armament remained the same,

Ihe4ch W had regularly senn repors back 1o USAF HO) snatiog thay
reiore Wit could have been destroved had their Sabres been firted wirh
cannoh tather than machine guns. F-86 pilots had quickly worked ou
that it was taking an estimared 100 rounds 1w bribg down one oucof
every three Milis that were ehwaped, Woorst sdll, there was gun camem
film that showed over 1500 rounds hitring a Vil thar conrinued oy,
and afmost cortinly made wsafely back o s Manchuen bace,

Stung into action by such cridcism, the USAE instructed North
American 1o swap the six 0.50-cal machine guns for four T-160 20 mm
cannon in four F-86E-10% and six F-HAF-Tx as they were rolling down the Ace Capt Lonnie Moore of the 335th
FS was one of just 8 handful of 4th
FW pilots vo regularly fiy one of the

: saven Project Gunval F-B6Fs basad
shipped o the Far Fast in December 1952 and seven duly issued 1o a at Kimpo AR in the sarly months

produoction line — wall were subsequendy  redesignared  1-861-25

I'oroughly tested ar Eglin and Ldwards Al'Bs, eighe of the jets were

select group ol pilots from the 335th F5 to cvaloate in combar for 16 of 1953, The jet that bore his name
was F-B86F-2 51-2836, which is seen
hiere marked with the 1.5 victory

symbals loflowing Moore's shared

weels from mid January,
I'he unit decided to operare the cmmon-equipped Sabies in mivcd

furmations widh conventionatly armed F-80s so thar the communisr claim on 13 March and full kill an
pilors would _iT_rugg,l.: i pick ot the moditied jers The killing pswer ol 12 April - the latter victory was tho

tast to fall to the cannon-armed
Sabres in Korea. This particalar jet
was one of hwo Sunval F-86Fs 1o

the T-160 proved 1o be exechlent when unleashed againse the MiGs, as

these weapons coubd fite at 3 much faseer rare than the MilG-15s single

MNo37 37 mm and dual NS-23 23 mm cannomn. suffer battle demage whilat fighting
However, a senous pm|1||:!|1 was immediaiely encountered by the WiGs, although this was repaired at
- 3 . E : | Kimpo AB prior to the Sabres being

335th FS within days of the evaluadon startung, Gun gas was bomg

i : ; g e S & returned to the USA after the

ingested into the cagine incake whenever the wespons were fired ar hagh project had ended on 1 May 1953

altimade; eansing a compreisor stall and enpine Hame-our. Two Corenpitd {Faul Peterson)
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jets were lost due ro this problem
hefore o soluting was finally found.

One of the most cxperienced
pilots roflv in this project was furure
6.5kl ace L' Col George L Jones,
who had previously claimed vicro-
rics-with biwh the drhand 3 1s0 FWs
in 1951-32. Formerdy CO of the lat
ter wing, he rerurned o Korea as
leader of Projecr Crumpal;

Ohur jeis were always blended in
with standard 335ch IS babres so as
ROt o Couse
wmongst the MiGr pilots thar they
encountered. On one  particular

I!Htil!l‘.‘ LULTHLESILY,

mission that | pardcipared in,
having lannched fiom Kimpo, we
passed through 15,000 f and |

kicked the nudder as the signal 1o

spread out and west fire our guns, |

All Korean War Sabre aces, and now
F-8& instructors, this all-star lins-up
was photographed at Nellis AFE

in late 1963, They are, from ieft ta
right, Capt Robert Moors (16th F5/
51st FW, five kills), Capt Robert
Latshaw [335th F5/dth FW, five
kilis}, Maj Willlam Whisner {25th F5/
515t FW, 5.5 kilis), Capt hven
Kincheloe [35th F5/51st FW, five
kilis] and, knesfing, Lt Col George
Jones [dth and 51st FWs, 6.5 kills]

| fentin Henderson)

squeceed offa quick burst of 20 mm
rounds and warched the beesweax tacers slash our and converge through
my gunsght. With our heads constantly on @ swivel, we arrived aver
MG Alley” st noon ac 42,000 ft on a beauriful day, with visibilicy
unlimired. It was peaceful, which also macde it seem o hrtle “spooky”™

*Aswas o be expected, suddenly svizeible clowd of duscappeared over
ot the runwayac Ancone AR, Thishelonsed roa larse gagsleof MilG-15:
thag were preparing o get airhorne dnd challenge the putrolling F-86s.
The Sabre piloms were spread oul, mainining radio silence. To our
advantage, we had more F-86: converpine on the area, and they were
abour 50 miles our. They had been insrricread mo enciee sy much attention
as prssible through radin chatter, Thanks (o die MiG's superior taw of
cliendy, it didn't take long for them to-gain aldmide — the first sighrings
were called ouras * 12 o'clock high”,

“When their position was called our, we prcked up numesous pinpoint
flashies of Licht from the MiG canopies just like sun reflecting off of
mirror. These dors of ight soon increased into an ominous view of many
red-npse MIG-155 that were converging on our posioon. Ar thar ame,
I broke radio silence, ordering " Deop tanks "King Flipht!™ Those external
tanks rumbled end-over-end from cight miles op. [ made sure my
gunsight was switched onand the wingspan wasserat 32 I, which was the
MiG's mieasprements. The orange dor and the dismonds glowed with
reassuring brighrness on the windscreen in front of me.

The histile gagle was inou spread lormation of twos, stacked up and
back. The enemy formacion had dropped down in aldmde, and waggling
my wings for the others o/ fallow, T planged down toward them ae full
throatle in the poine position, which meant that my closure rare for a
head o arrack was rernific. | rolled over the wop of the last pvo MiGs
a gur-wrenching rurn. and hathway around T slecked off a Tindeon the Gs.
Thriefly caught ashimpse of two more enemy fgheers coming in above os,
and 1 called our for our second clement o ger them off of us!




One of the most amazing things abour a doghighr involving 4 large
number of aircraft is thas one second the sky is fall and the next there is
nothing in sishe. ln an efforr o remain in visual contace with thie low
MiGs, ver still v o manoéivie away: from- those coming in Fom
altitude. Lt Col Jones and his wingman lost visual conactwitlall of the
encmy jers, as well as his own sccond element: But knowing how many
canopy reflecrions he had seen. he knew thar rthere were still some MiCs
cliwe by, and he was right, Seconds later e radio crackled thar more
bopies had been sighted ar 12 o'clock low', and Joncs™ dlement dove
down toset up a Airing pass:

These twin muse have seen us because they went o a shallow high
speed turn to the lefr. It was evident thar these puys knew what they were
doing, as they went into a steeper . I was easier for me o cur them off,
s T eald my wingrnan thar T would ke the bounce 2and he could cover
me. By now they were vorv close to crossing north of the Yalu, and thar
wis g strice no-no forus T reasoned thar it woold beokay to parsue them
fuir a very shoro distance Inwe Maichuria, howevet, We had dve altitude
advantage ar 45,000 fr, and our dive was closing the gap fast, Suddenly.
the two MiGisspliv up, with one polling upand o the right in an attemp
tor et above us, The other stayved on course. [ iold wing to keep aneyeon
the top one, a5 it appeared thar they were seering up for a verncal scissom
MHENGEYTE 0N 115,

‘Huping o avoid a compressor stall when 1 fired may 20 nun canniom;
| switched my gun control to rwo-guns only; Picking up some speed from
ashallow dive, | eased back on the stick and flew the sight onto the MiG's
vailpipe. [ was squarely in his jer wash, and my F-80 was jumping all over
the place. This was also true for my gunsight, and inan effort o sow him
down; | ook a chanee and fired 8 shor homse. The rounds missed their
matk. or ar least T chink they did! The MiG immediacely jerbed up and
down lile a vo-vo on a short string and then steadied our

‘Once again, | eased up on the throtde and pulled back i behind a
2000 fi, and that pur me right back in his jer wash Gening the sighy
sguarcly on him was impossible. We were ar extremie alrirude, and 1 knew
that | was skaring on thin air. One bad move and T could seall oue”

Not all degfiches end with a specacnler kill, and this proved 10 be one

of them. Jones Ared several burses, scaring numerons hits on the Milss

These four 335th F5 Sabres are seen
on the alert pad st Kimpo, esch ong
being plugged Into a generator for
an instant engine start should the
call come to scramble the alert
flight. The pilots assigned to these
aircraft would be sat somewhere
nearby, fully sulted up and ready to
go. Fortunately, the scrambles that
ware performed by the 4th FW
during tha war rarely resulted in
actual combat for the alert pilots
USAR
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4th FW CO Caol James K Johnson
used this F-B6F-10 [51-12041) to
claim most of his 11 kills, the aircraft
baing looked after by the 335th FS
{Harry Jomes|

Col James K Johnsan stands up in
the cockpit of 5112347 for an official
LUSAF combat portrait soon after
returning from a mission in the
spring of 1953 (USAR

lef wing, One final burse hic the wing in the same place asithe firstone
and the jer slowed dovwn considerably. This allowed the cmnon-
erjuipped Sabre o line up for the fatal hurse. which ulemarely never came.

At that very moment; the second MIG launched an artack on |ones’
wingman and scored some major hies. ke was his call for help thar forced
Jooes o breske ofl s somck gainse the heavily damaged Miz, and 3
cerann kifl,

“When both men rerurned o base, thoy werc amazed tosce the damage
infliceed o the wingman's Sabree The MG pilor had put ane of his
37 mm rounds through the jet's fuselaoe rishe behind the cockpit. the
round pencrraning the afr sclf-sealing fuel rank. No leak showed, and
because the aircratt was flving arsuch a high alritude, the fuel did noehave
achsnce o buen, The MG pilot had when a 90-depeee defllection shor at
a G600 mph rarpet from a high side approach ar an altimade of 49,000 !
Jones and his. wingman were amazed, and rthey were left wondering
whether the plot had meant wo do this, or had jose taben a very lucky shaot
as he flashed past che Sabie?

Jones was given credir for a probable kill, and his pun comera Alm
shiowed thar, ara distance of sndy 1200 fr from the MGG, he bad beon just
seconds away fram a-confivmed vicrory!

There was na doubring Jones” kill daim on 29 March 1933, when he
achieved u spectacular head-on victory. His section encountered several
flighrs of Milss thar were on 4 reciprocaring course ar abour the same
altirude over the Yalu. Wirh Jones our in front, he fixed his gunsight on
une of the convenging lghters, despite a closure nite in excess of 10(H)
mply. Sering his firing reticule ae 400 fr, he waited ungl che MiG lirerally
filled his gunsighr betore opeming fire. Jones had only a splir-second o
tuke o shot ar the epemy jet before hie had to release the trigeer and nudge
the srick over slightly as the formations rmeed passed cach other inan onr-
of-focus blur.

Soon after they had crowed, Jones' flisht came. under areack

from a different angle. After 2 guc-wrenching dive and some violent



niariocuvring, the MiGs broke away and crossed norih of the aver, Once
the Sabres had formed up again, Jones received a radio call from one of the
pilats in the other flight telling him thar the MiG he hiad fired on had
blown up justseconds afier they had passed cach other. ltwasaconfirmed
kill for Jones and the power-packed 24 i cannon.

Ax previously mehrioned, the ouly Craemvard jers Jost during the crial fell
victm o engine flame-outs cansed by gun g ingestion. A number of
other aircrafr had close calls in combar with the hordes of MiG-15x vvet
"MiG Alley’, and onc Guneal pilor cume within seconds of being shor
divwn by a fellow 4ch FW piloc His oxact identity was unknown ar the
ame; w5 it could have been one of either three sces — Lt Col George L
Jomes; Col James K Johnson or Capt Lonnie Moore — shat flew the
cannon-armied jets during this period. As 334th F5 piler Ilr Bruno
Glordano recalled, the only thing thar saved the ace was 2 small pull of
smake;

‘This close call mission was lown during 5 period of particularly heavy
MG acrivity in March, T was flight leader at the time, and with so mang
experienced combae pilors i the 4th BW, ir was unosoal o have a
lieurenant flving lead. The weather tharday was ahsolutely beausiful, with
almesr unfimired visibility. 2Lt Joe Bryant was Qying on my wing for the
mission; and we were 2 lirtle bare in taking off from Kimpo. Regardless, we
lad 1 trouble on the way wo “Mil Alley™, and we entered the combar
area ara high rare of speed, with full internal tanks and plenry of alnnude.
I here were already F-86s invehed in numerous dogfights up shead, and
we were coming in o relieve the ones thacwere gerting low on fuel,

“There were a lon of MiGs in the ares, and T eould see several gagglesup
ahead and below. [t was very onusisl 1o sec them ar a lower aldimde.
which imeant thar we had 2 good height advaneage for ohee. | pecled off
and went screamirg down after them, mrying to pick 2 w@rger ot to g
afrer, bt thers were somany jets in the air thae it was rough.

T saw one of the swept-wing fighters open fire, its guns leaving “pufis”
of smoke in its wake as Lhe tounds lefr the jer. This caughtmy atrentio,
because when an F-86 fired, the puffs were vory close rogether due to the
rapidity ar which rhe 1.50-cal machine guns discharged their ordnance.
Conversehy, with the MiG-15"s 23 mm and 37 tm cannon, there was 2

335th FS pilot Capt Karl Dittmer
shot down two MiG-15s in this
Canadian-built F-B6E-6ICAN) in the
swtumn of 1952 Aside fram being
an exceptional fighter pilot, he was
also one of the most talented artisis
in the 4th FW. Indeed, he painted
many of the names and nose arts
seen on the Sabres at Kimpao during
this period [Karl Dittmer

Capt Manusl J Fernander poses in
his winter flying gear in early 1953,
Listod as the 26th USAF jet ace of
the Korsan War with 14.5 kills, he
shot down his fifth MiG-15 on T8
February and his last on 16 May
1953, Leaving the USAF in 1963,
Fernandez worked in chil aviation
until he was killed in & fiying
accident in October 1980 (LISAFR

ANIHOLINOW B

13




CHAPTER FOUR

4

lor more space hétween the puffs
because of the weapons’ slower e
of fire.

‘Anyway, when the aeropline |
was ineerested I fired, o was-olwi-
iiashy mot an F-806 die to the mnter-
vitls hetween the “pufs” 5o T locked

onto it and told 2Lt Bryvant thas 1

was going afrer it

‘I bore down an the “MiG™ as he
was bouncing off an arwsck on
anorher airerafr. At the angle | was
corming i on him, itwas an absolure
broadside shot for me. [ had my pip-
per dead-on, and | was ready o blow
him away, but lortunarely T waited
few more seconds to get closer to my
target. Abour two seconds before | pulled the wigger, 1 saw that my
“rarget” had yellow seripes on the wings — Talmase had a hearr arcach! e
was an I-80 from our 4th FW. 1 berated mysell for serewing up and
locking onta the wrong sircraft. By the dme | pulled off of him and came
back around, the sky wis empiy!

Years larer, | was having a drink in a bar in Topnli with o fellow
Koremn War sviator, and we got to talking abour the strange things duat
had happened during our years of flying. Tmentioned this particular dose
shave, and my new-found pilot friend told me thar “my™ F-86 was being
Hown by ace Capt Lonnie Moore, who had come over ro Korea-on 2 wop
secret project thar involved the testing of 2(l mm cannon in the F-86L.
Thar explained  the intermittent puffs of smoke cvning from his
prun He wai just halfa second away from being on thie receiving end ol
hail of (.50 -cal rounds.'

‘Ace RAceE

Whilst the Gurel evalustion: was gaing on, 4th FW piloss flying
corvenronally-amed Sabres continued 1o rack up the vicories. Aside
lroen Lt Col Jones, owo more aces were crowned in February and March
1953, Thie first ol these was '.“...l]"! Manuel ‘Tere’ Fernander, who claimed
his fifth and sixth kills on 18 February.

Fernander had enlisted in the Army Air Corps i World War 2 scraigh
from high school, but lis firse operational assignment was in the Panama
Camal Zone afrer thic war. He became an inserucror s MNellis AFB; and i

There are numearous kil symboks
painted on the side of Capt Manuel
Fernandez’s final Sabre (F-B6F-1
51-2857), with the 17 below the
cockpit credited to him. Femandez
downed 14.5 MiGs, and damaged
two more, The rest of thesoe red
stars denote claims made by other
pilots that flew the jet following
Fernandez’s hasty return home

in late May 1853 | Bill Graskd

Caspt Fernander’'s F-BEF-1 ks sean
In flight returning from a patrol
up north. Although the pilot has
punched off his external tanks in
anticipation of MiG-related sction,
there is no tell-tale gun powder
smudging around the nose to
Indicate that he has tangled with
any communist jets on this
particular fifight. The Sabre has
eight kill symbols just aft of

the gun troughs (US4R




soon hecame obvious he was a natural 2t aie-o-air gunnery. Tn face his
uncanny ouch was panly due to natural ability, bt also o constant
practice on the rnges ne Nellis. Fernander’s intencounterwith a MiG
wason & October 1952, and in 2 mater of seconds he hnd positioned his
Sihre for dhe shior; fired owo quick burses and destroped the argen The
sccond kill resulied from onc long burst and the chird from swo shoster
nines — he would often recarn from a mission with ampminon lefl in dhe
tnagazines of his guns.

When Fernandes fired he usually hirwhat he dimed at and by the rime
his wour ended in mid May 1953, his tally stood ar 14.5 kifls. Only his
preat rival Maj James Jabara would betrer this score within the 4ch FW.

On 28 March 1953, the wing's-final warime CO, Col James K
Johnson, bagged a MiG m give him ate status, the World War 2 veteran
finishing his rour with ren communist joos to his credit

Dunng the final months of the war, the USAF's score of MiGs
increased significandy. There were several reasons bor this with the
primary one being the greater number of MiG-1 55 m-theatrc asa resulr of
the enemy having stepped up s traming programme in lare 1952

Buitl sides knew thar rhe end of the war wwas months mther than years
away, and because the conflict represented the best taining ground for
combat pilots, the pipeline was jammed. And, as recenly-disclosed
infrrmution shows, the Sovier presence had diminished somewlidn since
1950-51, Therchore, by the carly months of 1953, less skilllul Chinese
pilots, and perhaps North Koreans too, manned most MiG-15 regimens
invelved in the acral fighung.

Mai James Jabara posas for the 4th
FW photographer after achieving
the status of double ace on 10 June
14953 The USAF's first jet ace, he
wioruld finish his second combat tour
in Korea with a total of 15 kills 1o his
cradit. Post-war, Jabara became the
youngest lull colonel in the USAF at
just 43 years of age when he was
glhven command of the F-100 Super
Sabre-eguipped 31st TFW in 1966,
Slated for 8 combat tour in Vietnam,
Jabara perighed in 8 car accident on
17 November 1966. His daughter,
who was at the wherl of the vehicle,
was glso killed, and they wers
subsequently buried together in a
single grave at Ardington Cemetary

Sraristcs tell the story. Sabre
pilors scored 99 kills in the First
three months of 1953, ver the war's
final goarter saw 170 MiCss
destroved. The 4cth FW can t2ke
credit for many of these victories,
witha handful of pitors claiming the
vast percentage of the kills The
wing's two leading lighes inthe 'ace
race’ which developed in 1953 were
334th FS pilos Maj Jabara and
Capt Fermandez, who  hetween
them were crediced with 20.5 lills
berween Japnaryand July

Five newaces were also produced
by the wing in the high-sconng
manths of June and fuly, and three
af them — Maj Vermont Garrison
atd Capts Lonnie Moore and Ralph
Parr— Brishied the war with ten kills

apiece,

Moore had been particulacly pro-
lific 1n early June, with his 1.5 kills
clalimed during a lare alternoon
‘MiG Alley” sweep.on the Sth of the

manth having preac significance, as

s
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€0 of the 335th F5. and a 7.333-kill
ace from World War War 2 {again
with the 4th FGI. Maj Vermon
Garrizon was ang of the most
experenced combat pilots at Kimpo
AR in the final year of the war. He
claimed ten kills in Korea, with most
of them being scored in this F-BEF-
10 {57-12953) | AMarman Groen)

Maj James Jabara's scoreboard on
F-BBF-30 52-4513 is seen in close up
near the and of his second combat
towir. Note the B- and P-adorned
stars, denoting damaged and
probable claims (Lammy Hendel

oncof theny was possibily the 70ich MiG destroved by F-86s in Kores. He
anch his wingman, 2Lt William F Schrimsher, claimed kills within 90
seconds of exch arher, and thesewere listed as e 6949th and 700ch kills
ina Public Information Offee/HQ Fifth Air Force priss releise isicd
the following day thar also stated;

*Fifth Air Force Sabre jers have cost the Clinese anid Worth Korean

communises 4t least $140.000,000 in destroved MiG-13s since
Diecember 1950, The exact cost of the Russian-buil jor is unknown, but
it is assumed thae the cosr is substandally lew than thar of the F-86 Sabre,
whose cost averages abour $272,913 per copy. Cheaper labour costs and
eonsiderably |oss clectronic equipment would probably place the cost of
the MiG-15 nesr $200,000 cach.’

Aside from the 700 MiGs destroved, 114 had probably been destroyed
and 734 damaged, The press release also stated thae 56 Sabres had been
shut down by MiG-13s from December 1950 through ro June 1953

Moore and Schrimsher were pare of 2 335th FS patrol conststing of
Righr of four aircraft made up of sime of the best pilots in the unic Fliyht
lead wax Word War 2ace Maj Vermont Garrison, who would elaim his
fifth and sixth MiGs during the mission, and on his wing was 11t Harry
A Jones (he oo got a MiG in this dash). The second elemene consisted of
Capt Moore and 2Lt Schrimsher, and the later recalled;

“We were well norrh of the Yalu River, which was a teal no-no, bur we
didt iron a fairly repular basis. Clruising ar 40,000+ fr, Maj Garrison saw
sun [lashes down low. so wedid a “Splic-57 and headed down ro the deck.
What he had seen were severnl MiG-13s taking off from Anrung, They
were jisstabove the mountain tops and dimbing our ata low speed.

Being No 4, | was a bit behind the rest ol the Highe. and our overnke
speed was prevy high — | think we may bave popped aur speed hrakes,




Gurrsonshot down rwo of them in guick succession. Jones destroyed one
and Meoore also scored. | starred finng acone of the others, and he wenr
mnro a hard hreak, snapped out of contrel and hit the side of & monnmain.
T had neee hix hiny on dhar firse buest, bur | sassorediied with dhe kill. To
my knewleder, itwas the only time in the Korein War that all four piloes
fromi
Frve BWICEs 10 total,

imggle Might were credited with at least one kill apicce. We downed

L am sure chat | gorthe 700th MiG ol the war because 1 was fiying in
the No 4 slor, and was therefure the last vne in the flighr ro ger a &ill,

Rn_—i:;udfcm of whedhet this is rrue or not, | flew on the wing of some of
the best shooters in Korea, especially May Vermont Garason, He wasone
of the war's most agpressive Salire pilows, and abso'onc of the best, | maw far
mpre action than most wingmen did. Years larer, while Uwas ac Moaody
AFB, in Georpla, ol Garrison came in roatiend & conlerence, There, he
paid me the greatest eomplinent | have ever gotien. 1 e wld the group
that T was the best wingman thar he ever fow with.

Flying on Maj Garrison's wing on 3 June was TLE Hary A Jones, who
claimed the fight's thied victorg

My primnary job was protecing our flightlead, bir things really heated
up when we dove down into the gapge of MiGs. Maj Garrison gor two
kills prerry quickly. and nght alier that we were ar 3000 frin the general
vicrity of the Suiho Dam, which was locared on the river. There were
MiGs ull over the place, and | pulled up bebird one of them and fired 2
long burst. The rracers showed thar Twas righe on the mar k, and hic went
it & half roll towards the decke | followed right behind him, Rringall the
way and getring more good hirs. Just before he hir the ground, I thoughe

saw the canopy blow, but & sphit-second larer the Mils exploded on
mpact. T don't think that the pilocbad a chance tocject, We wereat s very
low altirude when the Aghr starced.

I'he remaining pilotin that flight was Capt Loanic Moore, and hic was
probably the one o bag the fourth MiG of the mission (69%th ofthe warl,
During the subsequent debriefing back ar Kimpo AB, he gave an account
ot whar he remembered of the meless

Hewing finlshed his mission oriefing,
Lt Col Vermont Garrison has suited
up and been driven out to his jet

on the 335th F5 ramp. With his
preflight walkaround check of his
et complete, he iz seen in the
throes of climbing Into his Sabre
prior to fiying another combat air
patrol over ‘MG Alley” (Bill Graski

335th F5 pitot Capt Clyde Curtin
became the 38th Sabre ace of the
war on 18 July 1953 with a double
MIG haul in this very F-86F-30
152-4416], which he had christened
Boomer | Bert Beecroffl
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Alap seen on pege 29, F-86E-10
57-2824 of the 336th FS was usad by
Maj Stephen Bettinger to ‘make ace”
on 20 July 1953, although it was
then shot down by another MiG-15
It was one of six Sabres lost in
combat an this date. Although the
Bings Bunny artwork seen in this
photograph is identical 1o the
marking worn by the jet on page

24, note that the aircraft has had

its 336th FS rocket badge removed

| Dk Hirtermaian

We caugthe several Mitas down ata very low altide ioday. Tocked on

o one that was down around 1000 fr. and with my Sabee in a diving
armitude, T was able to run up cose behinel him andd almaogt oversan hime
One long burst ingo die wing and wail secion caused an explosion within
the jer's fusclage. which in mirn started to burn fiercely,

‘All ok our Right's kills today were claimed ot low aliitede, and every
oneof the MiCis weartacked exploded. I chink thar this had something o
do with how low we were. Usually, kills made op ar 40,000 fr or so don’t
seem 1o hurn like these dicl. T por o withan 500 Foof the rear of my MiG
before [ squeezed the tigger. When | finished fring, 1 pulled on up
alongside him and could sec a large hole in his fuselage and fire burming
inside his tmilpipe. Iv appeared thar the entire insides of the MiG were
bieing consumed by Hre. Righe before it plummeted the shore distance 1o
the ground, | saw the pilor ger our.’

Fittingly, having been the proneer Sabre group in-theare, the 4th FW
had the honour of securing the last two F-86 aces credited with five kills
during the Korean War. Capr Chyde Currin of the 335th PS5 downed his
Fifth vicrory on 19 July and the 336th FS's Muj Stephen Betdnger got his
the following day, althoush the lareer pilor was then downed by asecond
MiG-15 moments larer and caprured by the Chinese.

The final MG-15 kill o the Korean War fell 1o 201 Sam Young of the
515 PO 250h BS on 22 Tuly 1953. For the next Ave days the comimunise
fighrers did not venrure much into harm's way south of the Yalu. Indeed,
fior 48 hours between the 23nd and the 25th, the weather was so b over
much of Korea that neither side rook o the skics, With the ceasefire
expected 1o beannounced arany nme, pilors from borh the 4rh and 315
FW's were stching to register the war's final victory, and-on the 27th
335th ES ace Capr Ralph S Parr achieved this feac




With the weather having cleared pvernight, on the 27th the Sabiees wete
up in force, Following a three-day lull in the action, the odds of it beinga
big day for MiG activity seemed very good. Capt Parr and his wingman
were [lying escort duty up in the Chungpangjin arca when the acc sighred
a conventional manspore wpe he idendfied as a Sovier-buile Hynshin
1112, complere with red stars on s wings and Hiselaie.

Making two passes on the aiteralt to make sure there was no mistake,
Parr confirmed thar it was indecd hostle and fired 3 long burst into 1t
Seconds Inrerrhe -1 2 explodal. Trwas the kst conbirmed acrial kill of the
Kumrean War, and it gave Parr double ace staros,

DousLE AcEes

Ralph Parr was the hast of 11 Sabre pilos w claim e or more lills in
Korea, and no fewer than nine of these aviarors hailed from the Soh TW.

As with previous acnal conthics, F-86 pilots peeded skill, luck and,
aberve all, appressiveness w auain ace status. A vereran of the final months
of thePacific War, as well as 165 combar missions in F-80s in Korea n
193051, Cape Marrexhibived all these atrributes when be claimed hisfest
twor kills on 7 June 1953,

This mission invelved o flight of 335cth I'S Sabres, callzsign “john
Shark’ flighr, thar wason a routine combat pateol over "MiG Alley”. The
Migght had commenced ftssweep at 45,000 ft, Aying 20 miles south of, and
parillel to; the Yalu River. 'The lead jet was flown by 1Lir Marron F Ricker,
with Col Robert Dixon in the Mo 2 slot. The secomd element was led by
2Le Al B Cox (No 3), whilst his wingman was Capr Ralph Pasr (Mo 4),
who had only just joined the squadron. The weather was CAVL (ceiling
el visibility unbimiced ) — rrtrfru for huntimg MiGs.

The fighters’ GCT had the call-sign 'Romeo’, and it was noc long before
1Le Ricker heard the coneroller calling ‘Bandit rracks” aver his radin.
Upon hearing this, Ricker called for the thght to jertison external tanks.

O their second swing o the northease, Cape Parr spored a flighe of
Mitss dlimbing towards themi at an incredible dosure rare from their lefr
side. He immediately called out, “John Shark™, break lel. MiGs dose
and [irng! Foroumaely, the MiGs came in from 90 degrees off and flow
straight through the Sabre flight withour sconing any hirs. 11 Ricker and
his wingman pursued the flecing jees, bur the laoer bud 4 cremendous
speed advantape.

By this rime the Sabres were gerring close 1o *hingn” fuel, and Ricker,

still chasing the MiGs, radioed that all of them should st preparing io
heud back 1o base. 2Lt Cox decided tocomplere one final orbic as he led
Parr back up to 41,000 & following their loss of height cvading the MiGs'
*hit aned run® areack.

Whilse climbing, Capr Parr glaiced down to his righe in the direction
of the Yalu and sported movement near o the ground. Srruggling
break out the contact, Con told Parr to take the lead whilst he covered him
— during the pre-mission bricfing that morning, Cox had confirmed
Piarr thar if he cafled our any bogics thar he in furn counld nor see, the
wimgman wis cleared to mitiate the fight, And with his previous combat
experience o draw on, Part was well qualificd to rale the bounce,

Rolling aver and enrering a “Splic=5" manocinre with full power, Parr
headed straight down in @ southwesterdy direciion, Seeing his wingman
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CHAPTER FOUR

Wearing his flying gear, 335th FS
doubile ace Capt Ralph S Parr strikes
a familiar pose for his official
photograph, The 33rd pilot 1o
become a Sabre ace, he finishad his
tour with exactly ten kills [and three
damaged| 1o his credit |USAFR

Vice-Prasidont of the United States
Richard M Nixon gets some first
hand information on how an F-86
works by Capt Ralph Parr whilst
visiting the troops in Koraa in the
spring of 1953 [Diek Errarty

rull over towards him, Cox enteced-2 richr banking tom in an cffarr m
keep his oyes firmly lucked oo the plummeting Salsee as it crossed under
him. However, bécatise Parr was in-asteep nose-dive, it took just seconds
forhim to complerely disappeur [tom Cox'sview. The lacter immcdiarely
radioed Parr o frd out where he was, and he recetved the cure reply
“Straight down, Come on down and lnd met’ brwas obvious that e was
concentrating totally-on the MiGs at hand,

Levelling off ar less thaun 200 fr. and pulling maximum Gs, Parr dosed
in hehind the MiG that he had spored. But instead of one, there were
rwis, and suddenly there were four, then cight. By then it was 100 lace for
Parr 1o back off, so he pressed home his arteck fust & two mare flights
(eight MiGs) came into view |- te had run up apainse 16 MiG-135, and he
wirs all alone With no way to escape, Pavr closed o within 3000 fe of the
lead jet, and just as he was about r-open fire, the entire gilgglc of enemy
fighrers broke 1n every dircenion except down! Parr pulled the throude
back o idle and popped his speed brakes ro keep From overshooting
He then pulled the migget, and the sharp curve ol the tracers and the
slowing rate of fire got his arention — he was pulling over 9 Ga. The
gupsight fuse blew ar 9+ G, further adding to his problems!

Capt Parr recalled what happencd nexe
Afrer slowly overshooting, | warched the MIG leader reverse uniil we
were literally canopy-to-canopy in a rolling scissors, with euch of us
lsking into the other's cockpic. | waited for an opportunity, and ir came
when the MiG pilor made 2 slight change. With a liede forward stick and
s relider, §slid i behind himeso close thar | chopghe T would hic him
witli the nose af my-Sabre: [ backed off just a bic and was sl o
pointblank mnge, which wus about ren feer. We were soll nghrdown on
the deck 1oo! Gunsight or no gunsight, [eould gor miss, but each tine |
fired, my aircrafe would stall ou duie to the exrremely tghe tirn and the
vibrarjon of the guns, My only oprion was (o work my way throogh the

MG s fer wush and inro positien again.




These five Sabre pllots shot down
no fewer than 55 enemy aircraft
betwesn them whilst flying with
the 4th FW in Korea. They are, from
left to right, Capt Lonnie Moore
110 kilts). Lt Col Vermont Garrsan
(10 kills), Col James K Johnson
110 kills), Capt Ralph Parr (10 kills)
and Maj James Jabara (15 kills].
This photograph was taken at
Kimpo AB In early June 1953, with
Col Johnson's Sabre providing the
backdrop [Bill Grashil

By the time | had fired my fourth or Gifth burse, my F-R6 was soaked

with MiG fuel. My nexe burst resulbred in flames screaming from the MiG
back around both sides of my aircraft and over the canopy. At thar
mament the communist fighters engine quir and Tshot past it just as the
jet nased into the ground and exploded.

‘Pur che acrion was far from ovier ar this poinr, asanorther Mil was
closing on me om the lele. An immedine overshoor allowed me 0
reverse and, firing a long burst straight abead, dhe tracers walked oulu
through the MiG before it could get our of range.”

MNow there were five MiGs trying ro cur inswde, and Tarr had 1o pulla
tigzh left vwen o keep chemn at bay. All ol this was playing ouwt a0 almest
trectop level, and he was Aring ar anything thar popped up in frone of

b, Fyvidently, Pacrinot one MiG pilor sarrention, becanse when he rried

o manoeuvre out of the Sabee’s line of fire, his et hiv the proupd and

cxploded. Moments later the remainine MiGs broke off and headed back
roward the Yabu, About thesame rime, 115 Cox found Parrand joined up
with him. Buth F-86e were very low on luel, but they made icsafely back
o base. Despite saking on 16 MiG-155in a fow; nwisning dogfighrar cose
gquurrters, Parr and his Sabire had emerged romally unsciched with two
destroved and one damaged o their credit.

(Capt Parr'srecord in Korea was nothing short of ourstanding, as all ren
of his kills were achieved within the span of juse 30 missions during the

final seven weeks of dhe war,
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Combat Chronology for the 4th FW in Korea

15 November 1350

Some 43 F-B6As and 200 sirmenamyved at NAS North
Island, San Dieoo. Thieaimoraft would be placed on the '|
camier US3 Cape tsperancg for transportation to Japan
Wany of the wing's personnel would make the trip on
accomsnying tankers, atoog with airceatl oo the J361
5 This movawas the direct result of Eastern Ar Delense
Force warning order No 28-50, dated 8 Nosembier 1950

29 November 1950

(ape Espargnee deparmd San Diegn and arived in
Yokosuks, Japan, an 13 December with 334th and 335th
F5 Sabres o bosrd

13 December 1950

Group C0 L1 Cob Jolan G Meyertaok an advaneed
dittachment of 336th F5 Sabres (rom Johreomn B, Japsh,
to Kimpn AR, ®arma, and friom thore mindo tha first oot
tion fhiahts

17 December 1950

33aty FS L0 Lt Col Bame Himton spoattad: frar MIG-158 just
south ol the Yali River at 32,000 ft His flight dropped
tanks and dived down on them, Hinton firing 1500 rounds
al the leader s wingman. The engmy mircrall crashed and
bumed. The remaiming three-Mils escapad by scoelarating
away tram the F-B8s. Hinten claimed the Sabre’s premigr
MG kill during the USAF fighters first combat missian

22 December 1950

White gruising a1 35,000 i, elght F-E6As encounterad fou)
M-t 55 and lnst ong of their numbier fn the fight that
ensued: Later that day, sight mave Sabres tangled with
lifteet MiBs. Functioting with textbook precision, Lt Col
Jistm C Meyer, teading one Might, got ong MiG, while Lt
Col Glarn T Eagleston, leading tha othar fight, got
anatner. with various other members of the fight
aocnunting Tor four moes betaean Bem without loss, This
wiis thie first major all:jot engagamart i history

30 December 1950

Ath P had Nown 234 sorties in December, of which 78
had saen Ml engagements. Thi resulls were eight
confirmed kills and two profiahles for the loss of one F-86

6 March 1951
334th IS began staging patrols from Suson AR, oven

thaugh its single concrese rupway was surmundet by mad
[ e =quadron permanently moved into Suwon on 10 March

12 April 1951

Some .39 B-29s, escorted by F-845 and with F-86s flying
high cover, wete aliackid by more than 70 MiGs while
thery wesre bombing the Sinuiju mbway bridge. The F-86
shit down four MiGsand the B-29 gimners gatsix

20 April 1951

Futura ranking ace of the 4th FW, Capl demes Jabara,
scored @ MiG-15 kil to take his tally to four victores, this
setting him ug 20 become the USAF's first jet ace one
month |atar

22 April 1951

Twalve Sabwes, low on) (uel and-beginning 1o head back to
fimse, wien jumpead by 36 MiGs. Twetve frash F-BEs amved
torelieve the patl, They immediately waded into the MG
lormation and shot daven four and damaged another fout

1 May 1951

The-335th FS. thang in from.Japan, retieved the 334th FS at
Suweon AR The latter umil i turm few Back to Jofmson A8
for R&R

20 May 1951

A big fight benan Bresasno when about 50 MiGs came
sairth af the river and were geeated by 36 Sabms, Deapite
the failute of one of his drop tanks 1o release, 334th FS
pilot Capt Jabasa, fiying with the 335th £S5, dove into tha
fight and shiot dowe bwo WMiGs 10 becoms the USAFS first
[er ace

31 May 1951

No F-has had pfficially boon fost in action while they
accompiished 3550 samies and claimed 72 vicmries in the
firsh Five menthsof 1951, This record indicated the guality
af the 4th FW s aircmfi, plicts and mamtensnoe orews

17 June 1951

ALD130 hes 2 NEPAF Polikaroy Po-2 biplane snuck inat
[ altitude over Sowon and dropoed o 25-10
fragmantation bombs an the X5 F5's dispersal ama. (Ine
Sabre was destroved and eght others damaged, This was
fhwz firut ol what soon became dutbed Beg-Check Charfie’
attacks during the conflict




28 June 1951

Group OO, and World War 2 ace, Lt Gol Glenn Eagleston
camnlase to being shol down when his F-806 weas hit by
cannon fire from @ MG & 37 mm shell smloded doainsl
the bresch of the middle gun on the Sabme's port side and
two 23 mim rounds kil the fuselags further back. His jet
lurched ot of control as it deoppad te 15,000 T where
Lagleston levalled it off and nursed the F-86 back to base
The aircralt had suffered major damage: proving the
lesthatity of the MiG's lirepower and the ruggedness of the
Sabre

11 July 1951

Whan & |zrge formation of F-80s was jumeed by 30 Miks
south of the Yalu River; he comminist fightars wers in
turn set upen by 34 Sabres parolling in the aroa. Thine
MiGswere shiol dowivwithoul foss 1o the b W

9 September 1951

Mo fewer than 70 MiGs attacked 22 Sabres nawild
rogfight. 1Lts Richard 5 Becker and Relph O Bikson each
claimad & kill 1o bocome tha LISAF 5 second and third jels
aces of e wal

16 Dctober 1951

A tatal of nine MiG-1hs wers shor down withput Inss 1o
the-dth FW during the cousse of two big dogfights mer
WG Alliey’. This was the tighest score yet for any one day
In the war

23 October 1951

Fight B-29s e route o bomb @ major Noclls Koresn airfield
were st upan by arcund 150 MiG-1 55 — the largest display
al communtst et actlvity to-date: The bombers worn
paeorted by 55 F-845 and 34 Sabres, the atter fiying top
cover, Whila 100 MiGs kept the Sahres ted up, 50 more
penatrated the F-B8 formatinons to oot at the bombers,
Within minules, three B-29s and ore -84 kad been shot
rowert, with four more bombers being badly mauled. in tutm,
the B-79 gunners downed tree MiGs, the Sabres two-and
one tell toa Thundenet This mission, dubhod ‘Black
Tuesday', ended all B-29 daylight raids over North Korea

13 November 1951

Anwther big efiort by the MiGs saw 5 Sahres tangle with
100+ MiGs in bwa dilferent aetial batties. Twealve MiGs
wana shot down, with another ans probably destroyed and
thiee damaged Mo Sabres wera lost

27 November 1951
Maj Richard 0 Creighton of the 336th FS claimed his Tifth
WG kil to become the fourth Sabre ace of tha war

30 November 1951
M tormaticn of 31 Sabras northbound from Susson

inteerrented 12 Tu=2 Iwin-erined bombers, sscorted by

16 La-9 st -epgined fighters, with 16 MiG-15s flying top
oover, Light Te-7s, hene | -85 and a MiG wers shot down,
whille two F-8B3 were damaged 334t FS L0 Maj Geomge
A Davis claimed three Tu=2s destroyed and had to um
aweay from theoe others whan his Tuel became critically
e, Suddenly. he found himself behind and bolow an
ungspecting Wi, and ke shit 1 down 1 begome the fifth
Sabreare of the war. 235th FS GO Maj Winlon W
Marshall bresmia the sixth Rabre ave minules alter Davis
when bie downed a |u-2 and a La-3 during his onnoamtn:

1 December 1951

Ihe 55t FW a1 Suwon AB wias declared oparational wilh
F-BBEs on this date, the unit oHermg the 4th FW much
needed suppart a5 MiG ranks continued to grow unabated
northi ot the Yalu River. The wing would mitkslly be
commanded by World War 7 ace Tol Francis 5 Gabreski

13 December 1851

This proved 1o be tha host day of the war for the 4t FW in
respaet 40 kills achieved, @3 13 of the 145 MiGs samn wirrs
shal down. Four were credsied to Waj George Davis,
making fim the first dosble ace of the was. The oversll
score for the maonth of Decambor was 26 MiGs shot down
by tie Sthyand 515t FWE for the loss ot seven Sabras

17 December 1951

[he Pentagon anmounced that the dth BV had destroyed
130 Bussian-tui it Milz-153 in combat to.date. s pilots had
also plaimed 20 probables and 144 damaged. A wotal of 14
Sabres had heen Inst

4 February 1952

L zrar farmatinng of MiG-158 were sighled al altiludes
exceeding 53,000 it which rontirusrd to put them out of
iescli for ay F-BRA pilots. This fact was reflected in that
it kil totaEl for the wing of just siz

10 February 1952

Maj George Dawvis was shot down and killed whilst
attempting to come to the aid of B84 Thunderjel lghtar-
hambers that ware in troublo. He cleimod kis 13th and
1410 kills before & MIG got on his 13l and shot @ wing off
his (it Diavis was later awarted 2 posthumous Medal of
Hamar

March 1952

Thim total mumber of kills racked up by te-4th PA for this
men was 25 WMiGs (of 39 credited tn both Sabre wings)
lar the boss of oaly thres [-38s

13 April 1952
Sabre pilots: from the 4th FW mporied sering between 400
anid 500 MiG-153 parked at | a-turgkou airfisld This was
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the highest numbasof enemy fightzes aver observed ona
single Base in Manchuria

21 April 1952

Capt Hobert J L ove of the 35th FS shot down his fourth
ard fitth Mil-155.0n tha same mission to become the 11th
Sabme ace of the war

3 May 1952
Capl Aobert T Latshiaw of the 335th (5 claimed his fifth
WG o hoeome the 14th F-86 ace of the war

13 May 1952

Thie 4th PW loaded 1008-1b bombs ontoa number of its
Sobres and sent tham to bomb the aidield at Sinuiju. With
dive brakes opan, thay hit the nirfield before anamy
gunners realised what was hapgening & secand groto of
Sabres attacked the Kumu-n railway yands with their
bomiis, and group CO, and Waorld War 2 ace, Cal Walker H
Mahorin was shot down and captured He would remain a
PoW until September 18953

15 May 1952

335th FS pilot 1LL ames H Kasker shot down teo MIG-15s
over ‘MG Allay’ for hus folsth gnd Tilth kills, making bim
thi 15th Sabre aco of thivwar

20 May 1952

Thie wing achicved another milestone when s GO, and
Woarld War 2 ace, Col Harrison R Thyng, shot down his fifth
WiG-15 on a patrol close to the Yalu River to become the
16th Sabre ae of thiwar. His Tourth kill had been chamed
amonth aarharon 18 Aprnil

June 1952

Having sufforad hoavy Iosses during the previous thres
marihs, fhe MG njts dramatically scaled hack their air
aclivity during Jure. Only 20 communist aircraft ware shot
oo For (hie liss of Tour Sabwes. However, the numbet of
WG porked at severni hases in Manchuria continued fo
inoeass

15 June 1952

2Lt James | Low bagaed fis fifth MiG 1o become the 17th
Sabireace of e war, His tourconfirmed victories in June
gave: tiem 20 per cent-of all e kills soored by Sabre. pilots
for the manth

July 1952

After & grathml changeove W e newer F-BEE (the wing
tad recaived its first examplns in the-autumn of 1951, the
dth FW got rid of tts last F-88A during July. This put the
il o & even par with e 5751 P, which had been
x| ushvahy enuipped with E-models sinte comeerding from
the F-BOC in iate 1951

1-8 August 1952

Tha relative ull in MIG activity over the previous twd
manths ended during thi first wiak nf August when
numerns doatights with aogressivaly fiown commimist
et over WG Akey” resulted in 17 enemy fahless being
clestroyet by the 4th PA for the lossof just one F-EG

8 August 1952

Capt Clifford D Joflay of e 335th FE shol down s filth
MG 1o become the TAth Sabre aco of the war: He woold
fimsh his tour with seven.contirmed kills

4 September 1952 _

Maj Frederck G Baoots: Blesse pf tha 3344h FS shot down
his- fourth MiG-15, which made him an aca when thesa
yictories wers cambined with a La-3 that he had shot down
o 20 June. Hemaining with the wing for another month,
he fintshed bis tous a5 a doubde ace with tan kills:

21 September 1952

Capt Robinsen Risner of the 336th 3 shot down his fourth
and Nifth MiG-155 on this date 1o becoms the 20th (st ace.
He wled elaim three more victones by the end of his tour.
134th IS pilat 1Lt Charles Clevaland also claimed a MiG-15
destroved on this date, but it was only accordad probabla
stilue. He would bays Lo wait until 11 April 2000 oy it o
b ponfirmed, thus alimeing him o betoms the Korean
War's 40w Sabraace

September 1952

Dome G4 MG 15z wero downed in Septamber by the 4th
and 515t Fls, this being the second-highast kill 1ally
manth of the war. The 4th was credited with 37 of these
VICETIRS

1 Nevember 1952

Group CO Col Royal N Baker scored his fourth aerial victory
ain this date, which was alsn officilly moognised as the
4t P s 300th MG kill, Baker would finish fis combat
tour with 12 0WiGs and & solitary La-3 to his'credit, these
kills baing laimed whilsl Dying with both the 335thsnhd
336th F3s: This tally placed m fifth in the list of Sabr
dces

11 November 1952
Lol Baker shot dewn his fifth enemy aircratt to hecoms the
st el ace

18 November 1952

33th FS pitet Capt Leorard W Lilley claimed his fifth kill
an this-dale to become the Z2nd Sabre ace. His total would
meachseven by tha end of bis combat Lo

18 February 1953
In-a dogfight invakving large numibers of Mik-155 and




F-B6s, Capt Manuel ! Pete’ Fernande: of the 334th FS
ciamaed two kilks for his fifth &nd sixth victomes, This baul
e him the war's 26th Sabre ace

28 March 1953

Col James ¥ Johnson, G of the 4th PA, shot dinwn'z
MG-13whilst Fying with the 335th FS to take his victory
Latly o 5.5 kills. The 28th Sabre ace of the war, he would
rinim his tenth, and Iast, victory on 30 Jung

29 March 1953

Lt Col Beorge L Jores had one of the lengthiest and most
successtul toars i Korea of all tho Satre piots to sep
action, and he became the 0N jef ace on this darn. His
first 1.5 kills were claimed with the 4th FW in'lata 1557,
soon atter which b tramsfered e 51s0 PV Lo help
Col Gabreski get the wing ready for combat operations
Shooting down two more MiG-155 whilst leading tha
Stst in January 1952, Jones was posted home thiee
mnnths later. Given command of Propect Gimeed, he
returmiad to the Ath TW in Januasy 1961 and fiew combat
missions with the 335th FS in cannon-ammed [-86Fs.
Jones's final four kil chaims (e and bve stiared victones)
wara achieved in Gismvgl Sabres botween 13 January and
T ApHl 1853

16 May 1953

Capt Fete’ Fermandez-scared his final victory on this data
Lo take tis tally to 14.5 kills, giving fim a brief lead in the
‘ace race’, Publicity sarmounding this vicloy was
Frmandez's indoing, however, s FEAF HO discovered that
fie had flown 125 missions, which was 75 more than he
weas supposed to! He was immediately grounded and sent
homie. Fermandez wauld finish thiwar a3 ity third ranking
Sabra ace, That same day Maj James Jabara claimed his
first kill {and his seventh cvarail) since retuming to acton
wath thie 334th F5 in January 1953

16 May 1953

A |arge number of MiBE-155 came down from their kigh
altiturle perch and tangled with the F-86s. Pilots from the
Ath-FW shot down 11 and damagerd six for the Inss of just
oe 2abre

18 May 1953

Capt Femandez’s lead in the ‘ace race’ was endod whan
the 515t FW's ranking ace, Capt Joseph McConnedl of the
39th FS, was cradited wath three kills, mising his Tinal total
T 16 victnfies, Ha was immediately ordened to stand down
and return home, having flown 106 missions. MeConnel|
infas the lop-sconing F-86 pliot of the Korean Wai, and one
of only two triple acas to fiy the Sabee

5 June 1353
Miaj Vermant Garmisan, Mying with the 335Wh B, scored

oo Kills to take his tally To six averall’ This mada him the
3 Sabve acs. Belors his [our was up, he would be
promotid o lieutemant colons! anid ba crediled with en
MIG-155 shot down

7 June 1953

Thirty aix Sabres from the 4t FW flaw topcover fof 4
maximum effort attack on the Sui-fin Nam by F-84 fightar-
bembers. During the course of the mission, future double
ace Capl Ralph Parr shot down beo Mib-15s 3ot his first
killsof the war

18 June 1953

335th FS pafot Capt Lomie B Mootz sooed s il kill 1
et himselt in the recond books a5 the 33rd F-05 a0
Ouring the same mission squadrmnmate Capt Raiph Par
destriyed b WIG- 152, which mads kim the 34th Sabre
e, it was his sooond double-kil mission in 17 days, and
ke Moare; he would finish the waras a double acewith
ten victonies

June 1953

This was the highest sconng manth of tha war for the
Sabres, with 78 Mil-15s besng confirmed &5 desiroyed.
Some 44 of these were cracdited to e 440 PN

15 July 1953

hiaj James Jabara claimed his 150, and last kifl, atter
whith he wits immadistaly declared tour-expired by FEAF
HEL His tally wiould not be bettersd in the 4th PW, and fin
becams oy e second Sabre triple ace of the war

19 July 1953

Capt Clyde & Curtin shot down two MiG-15s far his fourth
and Mifth viclories. The 335th FS pilol becemes the 38th
Sabra aea in tho pmcess

20 July 1953

Wit tnby o vk bl in the war, Maj Stephen L
Bettinger of the 336th-FS shot down his fifth MiG: 25 to
bacoms the 35th, and last. jet ace officially recogmised as
sit:h during thie Kirean War. Minutes later he was shot
down by a MIG-15 and made: & PoWW, He was |2t
repatniated as part of peration Sig Switch

27 July 1953

This proved 1o be tha st diy of th war, and thioe wes 3
maximusn etfort put in by every UN aircraft tvpe untl last
lighst in order to prevent fast minule gaing by communist
forces. Capt Ralph § Par shut down an #-12 transport at
1230 hrg Tor the final aedal victory of tha 37 month war.
This cantrovesstal kill {the USSH clafmed that tha llyushin
wias @ oivil i shol down over Manchueria rather han
amiliary transpot intercoptod aver North Koreal elevaled
him to the status of double ace

§3010N3dd¥
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Aces of the 4th FW (In Order of Achieving Ace Status)

Capt James Jabara |57 [t nen of thiywar
=== { boontifmed kills in Worid \War 2
kS

Toral kills— 15 iscomd over fivn combal tours)
Fiest kil on 3 April 1951

el kil an 13 Joly 71953

Lt Richard S Backer (2nd ot ace of the war)
3340 |3

Tutal kiis—5

Firstiill o 22 April 1951

liral kill on 9 Septamber 1951

1Lt Ralph D Gibson (3id et ace of the war|
336th S

[ otaf kills = 5

FursLkill om 18 Jume 1851

Final kill un @ Séptember 1951

Maj Richard D Creightan (4th jot aoe of tho war)
o2 kills in World War 2

AF6ih R

fotal kills = 7

Fiest kill on 18 June 1951

Fimal kill o 27 MNoyvember 1951

Maj George A Davis (510 jet ace of the warl
==+ Teontimmed kills in Ward War 2

d34th F5 Commandipg Dificer

Tomal kills—14

First kill on Z7 Movember 1851

Firial kil g 10 Febiruan: 1952

Maj Winton W Marshall {5ih jot ace of the war|
335th £S5 Commanding Otficer

Total kills— 6.5

First kill gn 1 Soptembine 1951

Final kill @n & December 1951

Capt Robert J Lowe (11th el ace af he warl
3351 S

Total kills— 8

Firat kill on 20 Meach 1852

Finael kill on 3 May 1852

Capt Rohert T Latshaw |14tk j&7 ace af the war)
35 ES

Tatal kilis—5

First kil on 25 January 1952

Finat kill an 3 May 1952

1Lt James H Kasler (15 j2t ace of the war
F35th'ES

Total kills—8

Fiest kall on 1 April 1952

Fral iall on 25 May 1952

Col Harrison R Thyng (161h ot ane of the war)
=== 5 cunfirmed kills in World War 2

Ath PW Costimandding Oftiees

Total kills— 5

First kil ap 25 October 1251

Fireal kill o 20 May 1352

2it James F Low (17th @t aco of tha v
36t FE

Tot| kills—2

First kill on B May 1952

Finai kill on 18 Decambar 452

Capt Clitford D Jolley (151 jgl ace of the war
ddhih FS

lotal kills- 7

Fiest kil o 4 May 1952

Firal kill o 11 Delober 1952

Maj Frederick C Blesse [ 19th jat ace of the warl
J34h FS

Total kills =10

First kill on &5 May 1952

Firial kil oy 3 Octaker 1952

Capt Rohinson Risner [20th jit ace of the war)
336th #5

Tatal kitls—8

First kill on & Augist 1952

Final kill on 21, January 1953

Col Royal N Baker (2151 jetace of the wai)

“0x 25 ponfiemed kills in Waorld War 2
iath [ G Commanding Officer

Totat kills—13

Firat kil on 20 Juna 1852

Final kil om 13 March 1953

Capt Leanard W Lilley |Z2nd [21 ace of the war)
ath £5

Totat kills—7

Farst kill on'30 August 1962

Final k6l oo 14 January 1953




Capt Manuel J Fernandez {271h &t ace of the war|
3Mth FS

Total kills - 14.5

First kill on 4 Octobar 1952

Final kill on 16-May 1953

Col James K Johnsan |25th it a0 of the war|
=== 1 confirmed kil in Warkd War 2

4th F5 Commanding Otticer

Total kills— 10

First kill om 13 January 1853

Final Kill on 30 June 1953

Lt Col George L Jones {30th et ace of thewan

ath Py HO (1.5 kilis) 515t FW (2 kills] 335t 75 (3 kills)
Total kills— 6.5

First kill on 1 Detober 1951

Final kil on i April 1853

Maj Vermont Garrison (3204 |e1 aca of the war
7333 confinmed kills in Wodlll War2

335tk FS Commanding [ficor

Total kills - 10

First kill an 21 Febroary 1353

Final kill an 19 July. 1953

Capt Lonnie R Moore [33rd |e1 aca of tha war|
335 FS

Tatal kills =10

Firat kill-on 13 March 1953

Firal kil on 19 July 1953

Capt Ralph S Parr (34th jrt mce of the wat]
335 FS

Tatal kiis— 10

Firstkilbon # June 1953

Final kill on 27 July 1553

Capt Clyde A Curtin (38th |=t acs of the warl
Ja5th FS

fomal kills -5

First kill on 11 October 1952

Final kill gn 18 July 1953

Maj Stephen L Bettinger (15 jo1 ace of the warl
= 1 confirmed kill in Warld Var 2

Fth £S

Total kills = 5

First Kilkon 3 Jupe 1953

Final kil on 200 July 1953

1Lt Charles G Cleveland (400 (21 ace of The war®|
A34th FR

lotal kills &

Fiest kil an 3 August 1967

Fourihi kill un 25 Sentember 1562

* Prahabln cigiman 21 Seplember 1952 upgraded 1o a
confirmed kil in 42000

Capt Brooks Liles

*=* 1 confirmead k01 in Woeld War 2

FI6th IS

Total kilks—4{phss 1 in Wordd War 2 te giva himeacn
status)

First kill gn 27 Fobruany 1552

Fourth kill on 21 April 1852

Capt Conrad Matison

=== 1 confirmed kil in Wadd Wiir 2

J3hES

Total kills — & [plas 1 In World War 2 to give him ace
sratus)

Fiest killon 11 March 1957

Foserdh kil on 30 April 1562

S3010NTdd Y
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4th FW's Dverall Aerial Kill Statistics

Tvire Mircralt Lestroved Probahles Uamaned
MiG-15 440 86 502

T2 ] il s

12 ] 1} 0

La-2 & 1] 1

Lo-11 ? a 1]
Totals: 508 86 505

By Sguadron

334th FS - 143 5 kills, 78 probatlas, 148 damagned:

335th FS —223:5 kills, 24 probaliles. 156 damaged

336th FS — 112 5 kills; 19 probables, 119 J:I:lmagul:!

Sth PW — Z8.5 kills, 15 probabies. B1 damaged

{kills made by pilots assigned to the Group o Wing HO)

By Marith

1950 1951

December: =7 January. -0
Febigary -0
barch -1
Al 14
Mhay -5
Jung —10
July -8
Angust 4
September — 12
Detaber — 4
MNovemmbar - 25
Decamber - 22

4th FW F-86 Sahbre Losses in Korea/FEAF

1952

Januany -5
Febeuary  —7
March — 34
Agril 0
Mlay —23
Jung —15
July |
August 2
aeptember — 36
(etokias —-14
November -9
[ecember 17

1953

Januany -4
February -39
harch -2
At -B
Iday - 32
Juna — a4
July —H
Total - 508

Thise tulsks include losses rom WIG-15s, A4 fuel starvation,

1950 1951

Uecember -2 January i}
Febnmry -2
March -0
April =3
May -4
June -0
July —3
Angust ?
September -~ B
Distodr -7
Movambnr —4

Uecember i}

1952

Januany = |
Fepruaty —6
lart —4
Apiil =4
May -8
June -3
July —f
Algust -4
Septemmber -9
Dclokes -0
Movambre —3
December - 1

pilot error and anything considered aperational

1953

Januany Z
Fepreary -3
hotareh -3
Al -3
May ]
Jdurig -3
July -5
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1
F-B6A-5 48-297 Margie of the 334th FS, Kimpo AB,
December 1950

Thas gircrait was amonast thie miliad betch of Sabies sant fo
the FEAF wath The 4 P\ n Ble 1950, The wing's Dash-5
F8i: wera some of Theraarliest produciicn models to coms
oft-the North Amarican production iha Tor the USAF inthe
wurriimee of 1849, 48-207 was ssaagned toomie 135th FS
Ihroughout s short combat career; and e B wes svintualhy
sty il om 15 July $958Y when its pifot nould nat redoiser
froin 5 spin dusing & tratnmg lght from Johnsen AB

2

F-86A-5 49-1089 Punkin’-Hesd ot Capt Morris Pitts,
336th F5, Kimpo AB, December 1950

45-1083 wes alsc an sarly-provusnon Bt Thal sccompsimed
thva 4th FW {0 Jepin, this 2irersft hesng ene of fhe 336th FS
muschings thal mada the trip a5 deck carmo aboard & tas)
civilareragestared migr. Assigned to Capt Maries Fitta: the
Eahra was wiitan ol when expenmentat high explasve

0 50-cal ammurition biiw. Ui the jEt's right gun bay-whilss
the fighter was oma patrol oo 10 Moy 1851 The sxplosion
Eavared mmermus iydraulic indgs o the sorciaf, resulling
the undercarmisge aolanang winen pdot TUE Whaed | Dt
attemoted o End &1 Tasgu AR

3

F-B6A:5 49-1109 of Capt Ralph D Gibson, I35th FS,
Suwon AB, Septembar 1951

Ginson bidcame the UEAFS third jet ace whila fiving missicra
i this Sabre Demwaen May arg Seplumber 1857 The jet had
0o kNEwn REmEs o 2rwark applied (ot whitst dssianed to
hirre. Thie-fighter-was aiso used by fallow pee 103 Micharg
Backer 1o clamm his first twa MIG-15 kills Jon 22-Ap) ang
B-Juby 1851} and a damaged (@isa on & July) Shonby afier
Gibzon cunmmpbated tis tour, 48-1 108 was s5hot down by &
Mikz-15 on 24 Dclober 1851, s pilot being made 5 Poly

4

F-86A-5 49-1175 PEC O MY HEAAT of 1Lt Joseph E Fields,
336th F5, Kimpo AB, Septembar 1952

Bearmg a 3367h F5 "Bocketsers” badie an ny stotboard sida,
aling with ILt Fislds" PEG G AMY HEART titlng [the pon sde
of tha aircratt bors the l2gend Feull’s MG Kdlipd, 497175 was
and of the-hast F-BES-52 assioned to the 4th P 1L Filde
was creiied with 1 5 WG kills while fiying this Satsre; which
anprvivisil the wear ond veos eventusily pessed on to the Creon
ANGs 1235 FS in Abrd 1954,

5

F-86A-5 49-1184 Miss Behaving of Capt Aichard Backer,
334th FS, Suwon AB. Spring 1951

Partof the sacond bstch of “Dash-5e™ to carme-off the
poduchion ine, this.argraft had an interesnng comnal career
with thie 4th FW Although assigned ta sos Capr Pliokard
Becker, he failed 10 achmve a singie cialm in the fighter.
Hemarevar, Winrle Wer 2 aco, aad futwe Sabre ace fwdth the
B1st Bl M) Willizm Wheanor dhnrmed a WMG-15 kil and one

CoLour PLATES

ditrmaiedd i this Sabre on & Novamper 1857 dyring 1 boed
Eped| with the 334th F5. it wasaleaassigned to Capt Bon
Teirres-ol (hiy 3350 FS, SAF records shosw that the et was
damagad in combed with MiG-15: ¢ver thie Han Biveron £
Decarmber 1857, forong the-piot 1o eject.

6

F-854-549-1217 of 1Lt James Leatherbes, 334th F5,
Suwon AB, Spring 1851

Apaithar garty A+modsl 1o see combat with the 4ih Py in
18505, thus arcralt features the wing = trademark black ang
white [usilage bards which decorsted all Sabres in-fresire
unttil the autumn of 1881 48-13 17 was essagned to 1Lt James
Leatmerbee, who after How missons as wingrmen forsces
Capis Jamies Jabans and Richasd Beckat i e sarly manths
of 1857, This partiewiar airerslt saivived by tong spell In
ocombat and wae evantuslly sausd 1o e Californe ANG s
tasih F5 st Ontano intermatinnal Adrpp in Mareh 1854,
Somehow, the weistsn jat was nat scranped follosng s
ratirgrnenl, and the Satre = presently in stoegs 0 Califormim
folleennt many years @4 an exhibit m the Panes of Fame
Mlusapim &t Ching Apoty on this cutskins of Los Angeles

7

F-B6E-150-623 Pretiy Mary and The J's of Col Harrison
Thyng [4th FW CO), Kimpa AB, May 1957

Flewry by Woeld War 2 Bpitfive e, and wing CO, Col Harrisor
Thyrig, this-aircratt was mammaimad by the- 33510 F5 - Thyng
weimall] uslly By with this squsdron when patrolimg WG
ey’ Ono ol U fest Ernodels 1o reach the dth PV (it was
infrally Rssigeen 1o the 336th £51 504623 was usad by future
Stat EyW ace- 11 1 Robon Meoode to.claun his tirst kil on 28
Octoner 1957 whilestil] servstg wilh the 336th F5. The final
tatg of 1his machine-remains unkrsiwn

8

F-86E-1 50-625 MA. BONES "V of Maj Winton Marshall
{235th F5 COY, Kimpo AB, Decamber 1951

hap Winton 'Bones” Marshall was a=signed this niew B4
towards: the end uf e spell as O of thei236th FS, his
cormmand |estisg from lute Jurie 1951 throdgh to Janusry
1862 Cing-of the wangrs liisL E-models, the |ete adormed
with 13 stars which denoie s 6 & Killsand & damaged
diaima, Marshall was credited with a mised bag of victones.
o5 e destroyed 4.5 MiGs, a To-2 srika rere L2 - he dlasred
thalattar tero to "make ace” on 30 Nowember 18951 This
sl was subsequently passed on 1o Capt Jemss Horowite
of the 3351 FS's crack “D Flight’ in 1952, 3nd Tt survives The
WA 1D b assignod 10 the 35th FW in November 1863
Tolforying the Sth FWS et o the LISE,

9

F-86E-5 50-648 Pratty Mary/EIGHT BALL EXPRESS of
Gapt Clay O Keen, 336th F5, Kimpo A8, 1052

This afcrult spent time with bath the 3345h and T6h TS
dupmr s lorsg frontfine toun being aasionea Todseuersl
aifferant piols and Nown by many more. Buring 1852 the
Sabre wag mosth used by Capt Clay O Kesen, who had the




fighter's distnotive nickname painted on s fiseige T
was Kean's second contich as fie hed alse sean comibnat
Hying P-38= m Buirrse dureng Workd Wiar 2. 50-64E sunvived
the war gnd was eveniugly trenafamsd o the 35tk FW in
Japan m-dund T9ha

10

F-BBE-10 51-2722 VIRGINIA BELLE/GOPHER PATROL of
Maj Willem K Thomas, 235th FS. Kimpo AB, June 1952
(Inly the fiih ‘Dash-10" to ol off th Borh Srmencan
production fine, fhis Bt was deliverd to e 4th P in
Ocrober 18E]. The Sabre’s asugned pilot was Mai Willlam K
Thotmas, who vwas rpsponsible fer raming it Heslsscigimad
a mingle MG 15 kil with the et on'31 hay 1062 -Aside rom
the red Starn this Sabire also Doasied e red locomotive
silfpuettes, dennting Sucoesstal strafing atatks on s o
Merth Kores. At tha-and of Thomas's fomw 51-2722 wias
pazsed on e 1Lt it Poler, who cloimet bl MG 168 with it
on-4 Septamiber THEE: Sutleng a Nueme cul winkd aiancng
the secand cammunist fighier, Farler was foreea ooEndg on
mited flats zouth of Antung, lrom whenms he wis quicily
rescued by helicuotol.

1"

F-BGE-10 51-2747 Stud/HONEST JOHN of Col Walker
Mahurin (4th FG Deputy COJ, Kimpo AB, Decamber 19517
O of the &th PW s most photographed Sabees, s dercrei
was Assignesd fo the 338t F5at) towrs by Wiorld \War 2 sce
ol Wialker-'Bud” Matwirm whikst both Depuly CO and COaF
the 41 FGoA pioneat in the use: of the Sabre a8 8 closs aif
support fighter-bombar, Mehann was shpt gown {in F-B5E-10
BT-Z789) Ly AAA uring (T Such anattack on 13 May 1952
snd spont thig et of the svar as'a Pl 51-2747 sunvivad the
wrar, hirwesar, and was subspguently postad 1o the 353 FW

12

F-86E-10 51-2767 THE CHOPPER of Maj Felix Asla
{336th FS COL. Kimpo AB, July 1952

Killad m action m this very amectsll, Adla bed Four victones and
five darrapged to hixcradd gt the teme of his demize o 1
Almust T98F He was shat down over North Korea By's
MIG-15 thal e mslakenly thought was hie wingman joinng
ugs skt fuen freimn the reae. The first of Asla’s victoriss hiesl
tisen dpored in Febnigny 1952 whilst Fa was sanang with the
334h FS

13

F-86E-10 51-27%1 Dupe's Delight/Jaline of 1Lt Farist G
Dupres. 336th F5, Kimpo AB, May 15653

This-asrcraft way used by 101 Dupras 1o cleim a sngle M:G-15
kill 18 v 1853 - b weas ope af praht Ath PW pilots to score
wigtanes i Lhis gate. The fightar wias named in honoui of tha
piiot s wille, Jaling. | ater seaing action with the G1st FWWs
25th FS at Suwon, this airoraft sunvived the war ant was alsa
passed anctn the 35th FW &t dohrdson &5

14

F-B6E-10 51-2794 NEWARK FIRE BALL of Capt Karl
Dittmar, 335th FS, Kimpo AB, August 1352

Imitiallv essgned W Lt Hann & Crascibane, wiho was
cradited watha MIG-15 5l in it oo 4 August 1862, 51-2754

was sibsequently pessod on o Capt Kan Dktimar. The ister
who hailed from Newark, Now Jemey, chaimed bwn MG kills
on 8 Octobsr 1852 This Sabe aurvived eorbat toors with
both the TT5th and ha E38th Fhs, aftar which it was
Ausanniog 1o the A%th PN post-war,

15

F-B6E-10 51-2784 Gwany of Capt Maynard Stogdill,

224th F5. Kimpo AB, March 1953

“This wis o 51227594 gppoard whils: sssigred o Capt
Maynard Stugdil of the 334th FR, whe hed the reame Geeny
apuited to bolh s of the Tghter's nosa. Ha osed it to cidin
Fis solly Wil 15l on 28 Marph 1853

16

F-BEE-10 51-2800 Liza Gal/El Diablo of Capt Chuck Owens,
336th FS, Kimpo AB, February 1952

Thiz sircraft-bose alzborate ariwirk and woTony symiois thas
teatured rad stass and brudk and Sk sEnpueties, wath the
Izt ravaalirig thot the pllod was ariculady fond of grodng
strafing. The oighl stars Dekow the cockpl mist have danoted
kil crowtisg To clhes piots in 512800, for Capt Owens did
nal char his firat officially recogmised victony wntil tweoard &
! mipnthes afier thesainnsait hao been writtEn off o 13
Fabruany 1961

17

F-86E-10 51-2834 JOLLEY ROGER of Capt Clifford Jollay,
335th F5, Kimpo AB, October 1952

This grolile deprcts 513834 nsary Dorober 1852, st days
o o Capt Jolley cliiming hiz 2eventh, 2nd fast, Kl imit o
the T1th &f that maonih. Decigred tour-sxpirad shot Ly ol lor
thig: Jolisy raiurned home snd 1is Babre was transiomed (o
the 336Th FS, winers T ramained wuntl war' s ond,

18

F-BEE-10 51-2834 Joanne, 336th FS, Kimpo AB,

Spring 1953

BE-ZER was gieen e AEME JDsnne 2007 Efterits tanster
to th 3361 FS The latier unit's distinctive "Rocketesers’
b wias 850 sopisd 1o the Tightar m olace of the: 3351
F5 & inchen Chiet. Tne nine kil symbols that adodned the rmghi
siths of the fuselage incloded seven cradiad to Jolkey, Like
minst E-moaats sill sening with (he 4t FW seehien the
reasafire came mio stect, this arorofl was pessed on i the
A5t FyY In Japan

19

F-86F-1 51-2857 of Capt Manuel J Fernandez, 334th F5,
Kimpo AB. May 1953

Altbeijat e by the thisd ranking Sabrs ace of the wal,
thig rcraft was harsft of any spacitic name or NG 9t
Femmanmes flew & numper of dittessnt |- 862 dunng fis

1 2%eminEinn towr, but most of b aarly kills wetne chimnad in
F-EBEAQ 51:2830 and his final haif-dofer i 51-2887. This
airoraft also provied popaian with the 334t F5's other isading
ace, May Jomes Jalssa, who seored several vigtories with it
ifteyd Farmatged rad bean prdered home: Later vanstemed o
thw 3361Lh FS in the et wesks of the war, tha airorait
submeauety saW pretwar sendoe with the Sth FBG brom
lzuke AR Japan,
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20

F-B&F-2 51-12867 Gunval of Lt Col George Jones,

335th FS, Kimpo AB, January 1953

Spaciglly sdapted 1o carry lour 20 rem cennon insiead of the
srandare six ) A0-cal machinge guns g5 par ol Proseot Gl
This gitoratt was the parscnal mount of pooject loader LL Col
Gedrgs Jones. Hawing ciamed ks with the 3th and 5181
FWs in 1963%-52. Jones "‘mede ace” in this sircraft on 28 Margh
188E, Thejet-returmed tha LUSA jn-May 1963 and was taken
Gt siiength by the 2695th Traming Wing at Nallis AFB.

21

F-86F-10 51-12941 of Col James Johnson {4th FW COJ,
Kimpo AB, July 1953

This wias one of the few Sabres 1o boast a kil taly: scored by
& =inges pliot, namaly Cofd Jsmes hnsen. Didvaid of mose arl
the Bt was assigned 1o dohnsan in 2arly 1853, oo st he
had 'tnade gee’. ol the 4th FW from 17 Ravambear 1852
through to 8 August 1953, CalJoknscn led the wing whan 1
wis Flanring up its bpgest soares — he ususlly flew missions
with the J3361h FS: Johnsan’s victonss wers claimed between
T January and 30 Jung 19535112847 wiss one-of 320
F-AfiFs passad on to the Chiness Nationalst An Forze in

lare 1854

22

F-B&F-10 51-12953 of Hni?m Garrison

{335th FS CO), Kimpo AB, Juns 1953

Mg Garrison wsed this F-88F-10-for most of Ais laner kills
michuding s wenth, aed last on 18 July 1953 Many of iz earfiar
wetoees: Inat) béde schioved in F86F-10.61.12358. Yat another
ate war Sphre devosd of artwiork bae the unlt bodgy, 5112953
was alzo supplisd 1o the Chingse Natonsst Alr Farcein 19854,

23

F-86F-15 51-12976 Speedy Cec of 2Lt Cecll Lefevers,

336th F5, Kimpo AB, June 1953

Althowgh only issued to the Ath BPW in dJune 1053, this aircraft
rernsne in Korai wath tha wing walinto 15984, It was initiadhy
assignid to 201 Cood Loléwors, wiho used it 1o claim a shata in
a:MiG=15 oowmad with Capt George W Lowe on 30 June
Eatevers eatendad his tour afier the cassefire and llaw
MMSnUS S5t B FBConnassances mussions in Whis fo
along tha Morth Korsan coast: Soon after Lefevars finighed hig
mour, B1-1 2576 was reassignad to-the 335th F5

24

F-BBF-15 51-12976 Chopger of 1Lt Harry T Hagaman,
335th FS, Kimpo AB, late 1953

Orieatrarafémed 1o the X35lh, Specdy Cic soon bacame

1Lt Hagaman's Chapnes & Marihe Corps exchange piod
Hegaman alza bed tha fighier's fuselase sdocned with a lange
UEKIC amblam. In 18964, he and the (1 rtated back and forh
betwssn Kimoc AR End artks AR, In Japan Surklvirg it
Lonues with the th FW, 51-12976 was passad on tothe
Chinese Natorahst & Foree i late 1854

25

F-B6E-B{CAN] 52-2856 BETTY BOOTS of Capt Karl Dittmer,
335th FS, Kimpo AB, October 1952

One ot 2 small number of Canadsarbult Saores 1o s

comitisl i Korea, this aifctalt armved ‘2t Kimpo in e
Septemiber 1962 The ot wes smmediotaly Sssigned 1o Capr
Eari Dittmer, wiho was one of tho 4th FWs most alented
arniste. Incesd, his work sdoomed & numbe of 33500 F5
Babres during this penog . Oiftmer was aiso e dlouch as &
pilot either, having claimed a aingle kil in Word Var 7 Tiving
FBIDs, He subssguently soored thrae MG-15 victories In
TE5 mcluding two in gne day in this jgt on 9 Ocmober 52—
FHSG wish pessid on fothe 336th F5 in 1853, and it suryesd
the conlhict yo be handed over to the Chingse Nabanadist Air
Forge tha fiollowing year

26

F-8BF-30 52-4341 "MIG POISON” of Maj James
Hagerstrom, 67th FBS/18th FBG, Osan AB, May 1953

[hrs areraft balongs (o the soka Satre pidat to'make aca with
thi 18th FBG, pamely 674 FBS CO Maj Jemes Hagerstrom
A-Pazife War Pl Worhowk aoe trom 1843-44, Hagerstroms
oained Sabie e states on 27 March 1953 Ha gisstifies for
ity o thes valumo boecauso s hret by kills-in Korea
werB srared with the Tah anc 235th [5 i) Movermberamd
Bacamber 1962, Relucizntty rznsiedred 1o the nawly
re-equipped 18th FBG in Jarmery 1553, Hageratrorm How
‘Dast30" fighter-nomibers for the neat aixth mantha. He
claimed & turther 85 MIG-15 s with e 67th FBES betwasn
25-Fobruary-and 18 May 1883
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F-BEF-30 52-3468 Lorrio of 1Lt Richard Keener, 335th F5.
Kimpa AB. July 1953

Issiead 0 1Lt Eeaner nofi st the and of tha war, thid et flew
oeily-a handful of mizsions befors the casssfire Game nbo
gifact at mignizht on 27 Jubly Y953 Keenar had spent thie Tl
b imoiths of e confliot fiying 25 8 wingman for some of
thiz high-scoding 335th |5 aces, lopging 0 combsat missions
Nislary thiy wisr soded. He ramainsd with the wing unfe the
end of the yaer, fiving miny boslwar potro's from Kimpo AB
Thez F-B6 was evantualy passed on o the 55th #BW, windh
bezama the final LUSAF Sabre cutfin m Kosey in 18688
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F-86F-30 52-4513 of Maj James Jabars, 3341h FS,
Kimpo AB, July 1953

Llkg trary. of the dth FW's hioh-scoring aces, the wing's
ek inigace, Wal fabars, gid not personagiise his jats other
than 1o have e victory-slars spplied to them. 524513 wes
thes finsl FBG Bolyn in combet by Jakssea g as-such o
boasts 32 wictory awrnbida, danoling not only hes 15 40lls tut
alsg hiz1hies probabies and four of hssi darmaged clgims.
Llkea mest FEEFs that survived the confior, thisairmmalt was
suppled to the Chiness Natinnalist Air Foees in 1964
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F-B6F-30 52-4541 Patty H/DIMPS V of the 336th FS,
Kimpo AB. June 1953

Amongst the leat batch ol Fmodeis senl Lo the Sth FW prse
to the ocessafire, the aireralt was Mnan by seves! plos
diring the surmeer of 1953 s enties obimiiol tour was spant
with tha 326 F5. &ftar which tha jat was skanlually
transfarmed lin sarly 1906) w the B8th FRW at Tisan &H. in
South Korea.
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F-86F-30 52-4545 SALLY ANN/SCREAMIN EAGLE of

1Lt Dusty Showen, 334th F5, Kimpo AB, July 1953
Arrveng i Eores abarpund the seme L as he Sstre
taptune i thie pressis peofile, this-alesefl Was marsed with
A retro-ande umt Dados on 13 fussians, The Hatre’s Rasignad
o, 10t Tragsy” Shosssn. flede 36 combat misskons in e Bt
prins 1o the &nd 'of The war

N

F-B6F-30 52-4589 JACKIE'S BOY of 1Lt Edwin Scarff,
334th F5, Kimpo AB. July 1353

Vet arod i bt gretiviry Tianh- 30" Dogelur the 1iing ndtarian,
52-4505 wad amangol the Bt Fmodels i bedasued 1 the
dth FW duning the fimad weoehs of e wear Thess neswar
Halres sae ExtBNARE POAT-WET SRVICH manitnring 1he
ceas=fire both fromy bases in Sairh Korsa and dagen Ang ks
minst ‘Dash-308", this airoratt found &ts way into the fanks of
the Chiness Manonalist Aur Foroe in 1354
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F-BSF-30 52-4773 Missizsippl Gambler/Arkansas Traveler
of 1kt John Tabor, 335th FS, Kimpo AB, June 1953

111 Tabor soenpheted 54 mussipos m this-eramfy, whesh he
atsn narmed &Trer nis native Mississippi. Credited waih mwa
WHO-15 probablas snd one darmaged in the eafly surmmmer of
1063, Tabor remainsd wwith the 325th 'in Korea for the first few
mths ot pasce untll fe was wur-sapired
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F-BEF-30 52-4773 Mississippi Gambler/Arkansaz Traveler
of 1Lt John Tabor, 335th FS, Kimpa AB, June 1953
Tabot's Satne carmisd the rema ARCANSAS TRAVEN FR on its
rgint-sade, fhiz SobnousT being chasan by its orew chist
Airman 7T Yaron Gagrge. The namas camed on the nght
sie of most F-EGs n Korss hed been chiysen by thee
dedicatad groundoiew. Likz most dth FW F-86Fs that sur
vived thewar, this aircrelt was tansterred 10 the Chingsg
MNatomatst Sy Forges o §954
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F-86 Sabre Aces of the 4th Fighter Wing
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Fernandez and George Davis all racked up high
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detailed appendices.
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