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At dusk on 28 Decomber 1942,
leading 436 IAP (Fightar Aviation
Regiment] sce Lt Nikolai Kuznetsow
was part of & formation of six
P-40Ks on & lighter ezcort mission
for sight II-2s sent to attack troop
resarves in the beleaguered German
stronghold of Velikiye Luki,
Boasting a vital rail junction,

tha latter town, which was mow
totally surrounded by Soviet troops,
had been the Wehrmacht's most
important defensive basa in the
Central Sector.

On their way 1o the target,
the Soviel lighter pilots easily
chasad off a group of Bf 1095
that attempted to intercept the
Srurmoviks, but on the formation’s
return Might they were again
attacked by German fighters. This
time the Bf 1095 and newly-arrived
Fw 1905 succeeded in panetrating
the 436 AP formation and pressed
home their attacks on the
vulnerable ll-25; which in response
started to manoceuvre into a
defensive circle (counter-clockwise|
at & height of just 300 metres abowa
the snow-covered pine forests.
Sevan of the Sturrmoviks made it
into the formation, but tho eighth
aircraft, which had been damaged
by flak over the target, was struck
by several cannon shells from a
pursiing B 109 as it aftempied to
close the circle. Sesing his comrade
in trouble, Kuznetsov immediatoly
want to his aid. as he recalled in his
post-mission report;

The Messerschmitts continued to
atiack the Sturmaoviks, not allowing
them to close their circle, My
machine’s engine was at full power
and maximum speed, but it seemed
that my alreraft approached the
enemy anly very slowly, The
German suddenly opaned fire on
one of the straggling Hyushins.
Recognising the danger, the [I-2
pilot made a sharp left bank in
ortder to reduce the distance and
catch up to the other liyushins,
thereby closing the circle. The
"Messer” turned directly after him,
preparing to fire, but then the fascist
blundered right into my gunsight. |
fireedd & long stream of fracers into
tha cabin and the “Messer” tumbled
eartheard.

"The Sturmoviks ' circle closed at
an altitude of 300 metres, but the
German fighters, veked by their
losses, continued to Hing
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themsalves at the bombers from
all sides, However, they no longer
posed a great danger to the li-2s.
Sooan, the Germans gave up the
fight and withdrew. The damaged
Sturmovik made it to the forward
area and force-landed in our
territory. The rest returnad to their
girfigid at fow level, supported all
the way home by our fighters "
Upon returning to base, Lt
Kuznetsov reported the successful
completion of his mission and was
credited with the destruction of

a Bf 109, This kil took his tally

to 26 victories (14 individual and

12 shared|, and sarned Kuznetsov
the congratulations of his regiment
commander. The latter duly noted
that the sce hod scorsd his 26th kill
on his 26th hirthday, and on the
26th day of the month| That evening
in the 436 LAP mess, Nikolai
Kuznetsov was presented with

a hirge cake marked with the
chocolate fiqures 26-26°

[Cover arfwork by Mark
Postisthwaits]



CONTENTS

CHAPTER ONE
HURRICANES FOR RUSSIA 6

CHAPTER TWO
TOMAHAWKS AND KITTYHAWKS 23

CHAPTER THREE
KOBRAS 45

CHAPTER FOUR
OTHER LEND-LEASE FIGHTERS 78

APPENDICES 85
COLOUR PLATES COMMENTARY 83
INDEX 96




CHAPTER DME

HURRICANES
FOR RUSSIA

tior 1o the outbreak of World War 2, 3 gumber of western

Ewsopean governments had begun placing contraers wirh LIS

aircraft manofactorers for virtually sy military sypes to be had,
and the numiber of these conwacs grew mpidly following the German
invasion of Poland. The US government,: observing sericr mules’ of
neammality, sanctiomed these deals on liternllv o 'cash-and-carry” hasis,

Huowever, many of these conuaces could not be fulfilled before the
Blitztriegoffoctively saw much ofweseern Europe fall into German hands
by the symmer of 18940, Indead, a number of these ousianding orders
were Liken ap by the Bricish Direct Purchase Commission, which was
desperace o find airerafe char could help bolster the mnks of the Royal Air
Force (RAF) and Fleet Air Arm, which were now lelt alone o fight the
might of the Lultwalle. The British were inidally very gracful m reccive
lirerally hundreds of Hawk H-81 {which it christened the Tomahawl: I)
anid P39 Airacobra fighters, aswell as other combmt aircrmlt types such as
Maryland and Boston hombers.

Lo March 1941 the US government enacted the lend-lease act, which
rransferred hillions of dollas worth of arms and supphes, including scores
of thowsands of military alreralt, 1o America’s World War 2 allies. The
number of aircraft rransferred can be caleulated only approximately, as
the tomls published olien include sithrames sequired by direct purchase

Luitially, this act was intended to aid only Bricain, buc afrer Germany
invaded the USSR on 22 June 1941 and America was dragged into the
conflect in the wake of the Japanesé attack on Peard Harbor, lend-lease
equiptnent was made available 1o all allied nations.

Primie Miniseer Winston Churchill referred to lend-lense as "This miost
generons act’, but he was wremng, More generous still was his own offet in
Avgust 1941 o provide massive military aid to the Sovier Union — an
expecred enemy only a few weeks earlier, and a forles grarehal recipient!

Mot Germany and the TISSR had become albes with the suiprise
signing of the Molowov-Ribbentrop Pace in Moscow on X3 August 1 939,
Although on the surtace a pon-aggression pact berween the two Eoropean
superpowers, the deal also stipulated ‘spheres of interest” for the ovo
countries which sealed the fates of the independent pations of Poland.
Finland, Estonia; Latvia, Lithuania and Rumania.

The first country o leel the elfects of this pact was Poland, which was
invaded by Germany on | Scprember 1932, Following ivs conguest, parts
of castern Poland were handed over o the TTSSR. On 30 November 1939
the Soviet Union launched the Winter War acainst Finland, and both
Britain and France prepared to send weapons and rroops toassist Finland,
although the Finms succeeded in signing u peace rreary with) the Sovies

before any materel help could asrive from die west




Gen A A Kurnetsov prepares to
teke off from Vasnga in ex-Mo 157
Wing Hurricane Mk B V5252 in late
Dectober 1941, This Gloster-built
gircraft had been issued new to

the RAF just wesks prior to it being
despatched to the US5R aboard
HMS Argus [vie G F Patrowv]

Oin 10 May 1940 Germany Inunched irs Bffmbriar offensive in western
Europe, with its war nrachine running on Sovier perral! Bu for chance,
Bricain and France could well have been arwar with the USSR 100 by
mic-1 9410, wirch the RAF making contingepcy plans for hbomhmg Baku
and the Cacasian oilfields [rom its Middle Easern bases, And the
Soviersalse made plans of their own to bomb Cyprus, the Susz Canaland
ather Brinsh bases from the Crmea apd T rnsoeceses. One reason why
Premier Joseph Stalin was surprised by Germany's invasion on 22 June
1941 was thar he anticipated war with Bricain instead.

However, when the Wefrmacht and the Dofowatle crustead Sovier
imilivary forces in just 2 mawer of days, Choeehill quickly set aside his
24-year ant-Bolshevik crusade and offercd assistance to the USSR from
Britain's alresdy inadequare arsenal. Tninally; this ek the form of jus
rwo squadrons of ourdared Hurricanes, bur eventually Britain and
Canada would supply 5211 aircrafr to the Soviers. A furcher 11,450
would be sent by the [FSA.

The gleat majority of these aircraft wete Gebiers - Hurricanes, Spidines
and more than 350 Tomahawks and Airacobms purchased from Americn,

bt provided trom Brinsh stocks,

RAF HurmriCcANES

In mird-August 1947 the RAF despurched Mo 131 Wing to the Soviet
Union. Led by We Cdr H'N G Ramisbottoim-Isherwood, the wing was
comprised of Mo 81 Sgn, under the command of Sgn Ldr Tany Rook,
and Mo 134 Sqn. with Sgn Ldr Tony Miller as 4 CO), The units shiared
40 Hurricane Mk [1Bs between chem, and some of these afreraft weore
transported o northern Russia aboard the cscort carmier HMS Arons,
whilst ethers were crated up and shipped 10 Archanygel.

Reaching their flying-off point.on 7 Seprember, the Humicanes
embarked in Argus roak off from the carnier and landed ar Vaenga, ten
miles nocth of Murmansk, in the Soviet Aretic. No 151 Wing performed
its first parrols over the nearby frontdline on 1! Seprember, and beracen

then and 18 Ocrober RAF pilors clarmed 15 kills for the loss of one of

YISSNY HO4 SINYIIHUNH



CHAPTER ONE

their own. When not engaging the
Lufrwaffe, they also provided Sovier
pilloes with comversion mining onrm
the Hurricane, In lare Ocwobet the
Hurricanes were handed over 1o the
USSR, and the Brivish contingemn
recurned home.

Mo 151 \'i'ing'-i Soviet hosts ar
Vaenga had been 72 SAP-SF (Com-
posite Aviation Regiment-MNorthern
Fleet), assigned o the Maval Air

leet’s MNorthern Flemt Air Force.
he larrer was commanded by Maj
Gen A A Kornersov, whalse 72 SAP-
SF was led by Col Georgil Gubangw.
Also prominent ar Vacnga was acc
Capr Boris Safonoy, CO of the regr-

Gen A A Hurnelsov emerges from
another ex-RAF Hurricane Mk 1B
following &n orlentation fight in
October 1947, Note the painted
out British roundel on the fuselages
| via (5 F Petrowv|

This official portrait of Boris Safonow
was taken soon after he had
recaived his HSU on 16 September
1941 [wiz & F Petrow)

ment's I+ 1G-equipped 4th Squn.

Being the ranking aviawr ar Vaenga, Gen Kuznersov became dye firss
Sowvier pilot to Hy an RAF Hurrcane, followed soon afrer by Safonow.

Boris Safonov was a rematkable officer. Having completed flying
training in 1934, he became one of the carly piloes to maseer the 1-16, Le
seerns 1 have been fairly reserved, perhaps even something of a loner.
When not fving or petforming other dutles, Safonov spent his thiie
reading military and technical literarure and working out personal tacrics.
He was also dedicated to trning new piloss and helpimg them learn che
art of air combat. Safonov somehow also found dme w study fiveraire,
history and the ares, and o marry and have a son

Fellow 72 SAP-SF pilor and futwre Hurricane ace Nikolai Golodnikoy
remembered him as quiet and studiows, paying grear attention to degail
and analysing even the most minor barrde 1o learn everything possible
trom the engagement. He did nor smoke or drink vodka {rure mais in o
Russian pilot). contenting himself with only a glass of wine. Safonov
spoke softly and never swore, except in combut, when the ‘mother
language’ Howed Ireely. He did nan like pretension and show, and was
muodestabout his vicrories, Indecd, Golodnikovarribuees to him the rule
‘More than one of your victories in a bartle you never credir ro your own
score”. Salonov tounnely distribured his kills o other pilots mchis unic

By the time he converted o the Hurricane in the autumn of 1941,
Safanov had already scared 14 individual and 6 shared vicrories with the
I-16. On 16 Seprember, just days after the Hurdicanes had arrived at
Vacnga, the ace had been rewarded for his efforts i the face of
overwhelming odds by being made a Hero of the Sovier Union (H3U] for
bas firse 11 kilks.

When the Hurricanes were transferred o VW5 {Military Air Forcel
control, the Northern Fleet Air Force formed 78 [AP-SE (Figher
Aviation  Regiment-WNorthern Fleet] o opérae the lighterc. Boris
Safonoy was promoted o licutenane colonel and sent to comnuand the
regiment, and he took with him a cadre of the best pilors from 72 SAP-STF
v the pew unit. A number ol these individualy would sulssguently

achicve fame flying b Huorticancs and Kiryhawls in che Far Narch.,




Hurricanes from 78 IAP-SF fiy in
close formation with an SB-2

bomber during an escorl mission
over the frozen wastes of northarm
Russia in the winter of 194142,
Despite the freezing temperatures,
the pilats are flylng with their
canoples open |via G F Petrov

As o commmander, Salonov sgined
a repucation for being a leader of
ourstanding organisational ahility
as well as a superb actician. He
was also & setious and stern disciphi-
parian, fepamanding pilos for
extravagances sucly as buzzing the
airficld and doing vicrory rolls. On
anather occasion, when he believed
2. pilor had broken off combar
and rerurned to base prematurchy;
Safonov  confronted b “and-
warned lim thae il there was any
further repetition, he would shoo
the man himself,

Ui the other hand, he could also
be loyal wo his men, For example, in early 1942 furure Hurrcane ace and
HSL! recipient Sergei Kursenkov shot dawn a Sovier Pe-2 bomber alier
mistaking it for a Bl 110, Higher authorides broughe him before a
eribunal, bur Safonov argued on his behalf and succeeded m geming all
charges against him dropped. Afrerwards, he old Kureenkov, "Well
feHewe. Your eerrainly are a pood shot - there were over 100 bullet holes in
the bamber. Well done, but in future please confing your good sheoting
to the enemy — voi know, the ones with the black crosses’

Safbnoy only scored rwo kills flying the Hurricane, namelya Bf 109 0n
17 Diecember 1941 and an He 111 rwo weeks Iater, This may seem a
mioddest rerimy, bur conditions for aerial combart above the Arcde Cirele in
the winter months were incredibly harsh. A oepical day mighr produce
only an hour or rworoflight fir for flying. nssuming thar there was nosnow
in the air or on the ground. And Satanoy did not remain with 78 IAP-SF
for long following 72 SAP-SF's redesignation as 2/ GSAP-SF (Guards
Composite Aviation Hegiment-Northern Fleet) on 18 Janoary 1942

It seemed unfair that the piloss who had earped the Guards distuncdon
were now with the 78 TAP-SE, so on 23 March Safonov rerumed o rake
command of his old regiment, bringing with him the pilors he had taken
a5 his cadre the previous Ocrober. Three disys- carlier, Safonov was
informed that he had been awarded the British Distinguished [lyving

Cross. By then 2 GSAP-SF had beeun transivdoning onto the P20F

Kitrvhawk, 50 Safonov had no fuether opportunity 1w score addidonal

victones with the Hurricane,

ProeLEMATIC HURRICANE

Within days of cheir arrival ar Vaenga, the Hurricanes began o exhibir
the problems that carned the rrpe 2 poor reputarion in Sovier service. In
fairness, by lave 1947 the Hawker destm was already obsolescent, and
many of the early cvamples sent o Russia had previously seen

considerable service with the RAF — miast of the Mk s sent in 14941

432

were rebunilt Wk T With i wop speed barely Faster than the old Polikarpav

I- 163 that they were meant to replace, the 1 lurricanes were considerably
slower than the B 109E/Fs ranged against them in the notth by the

Fubrwale. The Hurricune's performance in 2 dive was also less than

YISSNY 404 SANYIIHENH



CHAPTER ONE

inspiring, and the lighter did not manoeuvre well in the vertical plane,
However, it did manoeuvre well in the horizontal plane, and reined is
stability as 4 gun plarform in the tghrest of furns.

By consensus, the Hurticane could be own by almost anyone, and i
would hitve been & very suitable 'rourng’ aiteraft. However, it was not up
to scratch asa fighter in the eyes of bartle-hardened Sovicr pilots, The few
other redeeming quahives exhibited by the Hurricane from o Russian
perspective included a roomy and comfortable coclpic with superior
visibility. The latter poine was particularly appreciared, as locally buile
aircraft were plagued by poor quality canopy trinsparencies throughout
thewar, his meant that the'superiority of British glass — partcularly the
armioured rlass — was much appreqared.

Iirgally, Russian pilois were teluciane wo ly the Hurncanes with their
canopies dosed, having flown nothing bur open-cockpic [-16s priar 10
the arrival af the Brirsh lghrers. However, once they became used o an
enclosed cockpit, they enjoyed the warmeh it alforded them in the chilly
Arcric climate of the Far North,

The Brinsh radios in each and every Hurricane were also appreciared,
as onlya third of all Sovier fighrers were ficeed with such equipment, Early
in the war even this atio was seldom mer, and many Russian radios were
receiver-only, which meant thar @ wingman might hesr commands from
his flight commander but could not return any warnings or aleris.

Mot all the technical maladies afflicting the MHurricane were the
aircralt’s fauli, however. Some of the worst problems were due o the
harshness of the climarte in the winget - pipes and hosés cracked, fuel and
lubricants froze and batreries failed premarurely, The aircraft's vical ais
intalies alsn clopmed wp with ice and mud, and lor this reason Humricanes
ficced with Vokes air filters were frequendy seen in the Far North.

Pounr-qualiny fuel, with a low octane rmring. which seemed o proliferace
in the USSR in 1941-42, lurther reduced the Hurricane's perfarmance,
Its Merlin engine also suffered premature wear because of the direy fuel.

Another major problem afflicring the aireraft in Sovier service was
the fighter's endency 1 nose over when operating from the rough
ground synonymous with Russian airfields throughout Wodld War 2.
The Hurricane's til rended to rise whien taxiing across soft carth, and the
aireraft quickly developed a reputation forstanding on s nose o turning

over complerelv, A grounderewman was instructed to sit on the tailplne

Thiz Hurricane IIB was
photographed at the Air Force
Scientific Testing Institute
displaying a lull Russian armament
of two ShWVAK cannon, two UB
machine guns, six BS 82 rockets
on underwing rails and two bombs
[via G F Petrovi




Ace, and future HSW winner, Capt
Alekzandr Kovalenko of 2 GIAP-SF
prapares to climb into his Hurricane
Mk lIB at Vaenga in the spring of
1942. The sircraft has been fitted
with ShVAK cannon and UB
machine guns. A number of
Kovalenko's 19 victories wero
soored in the Hawhker fighter

in 1942 |via G F Petrovi

in order overcome this problem; and he would jump off just Lefore

take-off: Although this pracrice was stricty forbididen, in many units this
order was totally znored. On more than one occasion a trRagic apcident
ensued when the groundorewnman failed o jump off in time and the
I turricane ook ofl with hioy still hanging on for dear life,

Another major shortcoming ol the Hurricane was its armament foe
although |2 machine puns sounded impressive, their number did not
compensate fur the fact thar the 7.7 mm bullets thae they fired had
rrouble penerrating Gorman armar, Az with their own ShKAS machine
iuns, the Russians grimly joked that these light weapans were good only
w spoil the Germans” painu Baoris Safonew noted this problem, and
m;_:;_;r_-_uud that the Hurmicanes should be rearmed with Russan 20 mm
ShVAK or 12.7 mm LB guns,

Some aircraft were indecd re-cquipped with larger weapons, and
although various combinarions were seen, the Most common wis Fws
ShVAK and two UB guns per airceaft in place of the doven 0.303-in
Brownings. The Hurricanes were also frequently equipped with four or
six rocket rails for R5-82 projectiles, these being used for bith atr-to-air as
well as air-ro-gronnd aracks.

A number ol units also supplemented the Hurricane's armour with seat
armuour seripped from old Polikarpovs, although nor all pilors preferred
the added weight in the already poor-petforming Brivish fighter,

So, in general, the Hurricans was not popular with Sovier pilors, many
of whom considered ir less destrmble than the alrcady obsolere I-16. (in
the other hand, some thoughe dha the fighter wos marginally superior o
the LaGG-3. Ultimarely, when all was suid and done, the Humicape was
all the Morthern Fleer Air Force had during the hard winrer of 1941-42,

HurricANE ACES
Serpei Kurzenkov; whio was saved by Boris Safonov from a milizary
ribumal for downing & Pe-2 for kis firse kill', was, like his CO, anocher

pilor with years of pre-war fiying experience. Howover, he had seen nio
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CHAPTER OMNE

acrual combar prior

to being sent o 78 LAP-SF In Ocrober 1941,

Chastened by his ‘own goal’, Kurrenkoys first proper encounter with the
Lultwalfe proved 1o be an even worse experience lor ham.
On 4 January 1942 his Hurricane was badly shot up when bounced by

a BF 104 Although Kurzenkov was wounded in the thigh by shell

frasments and his aircraft set alight; he endured his predicament long
enough to shoot down a sccond yellow-nosed Messerschmire before
crash-landing behind Soviet lings.

Following several weeks in hospital, Kurcenkov renwrned o the
fighring, and on 24 March he intercepred 4 formation of Ju 885 and shot
one down. On 15 April he claimed o Ju 87 destroyed for his chied kill,
fllowed two days barer by 2 BF 109 On 10 May Kurrenkov's Hurricane
was badly shor wp once again doring a fiercely foughr engagement with
B 189 aincl BE 1105 Five ol the nine Horrdcanes sent o on the mission
failed o rerutn, and Kurrenloov enly barely managed o escape the
encounter wirh his life afrer force-landing his stricken fighrer in enemy

territory. Although suffering from a head wound, he manaped w make it

back to Sovicr-held eerrirory the following day, Following ver another
spell in hospiral, Kureenkov returned 1o his unir i Joly.

Promoted oo cagtain i lage 19492, Kumenkov was subsequently
appointed deputy regiment commander of 78 1AP-SE.

(0 28 February 1943, doring the conrrse of o nocrurmal reconmaissance
inission, Korcenkov shot upa Ju 88 on an ailield, bue his Husricane was
hic by flakin the process, Srrugpling back ro Sovice rerritory, hiewas force
ti hale our some distance from his airdficlkl. Unforronarely, Koreenkov's
parachure did not complewely deploy, and he was badly injured when e
hir che pround. Although he feturned o service months larer, the ace was
nor able o fly amin. Kurrenkov had complered 225 missions and
downed 12 aivcralt, aswell as damasing four others and destroving five on
the ground. |e was awarded the LISU on 24 July 1943,

Fellow 78 TAT-5F ace Vaslii Adonkin had received hix wings in early
1941 and then been sent 1o 72-3AP-5F o fly 1153 biplanes. On the
evening of 29 June he intercepred an awmack by Ju 885 and desroyed one
of the hombers with two R5-82 rockers — Adonkin daimed another
victoty with the obsolete Polikarpov [iphter on 9 Aumuse.

In late March 1942 he was promored to caprain and mansferred ro the

newly-established T-16-equipped 27 TAP-SF. Later thar year Adonkin

wias posted o 78 TAP-SF, which was
of course st 1e Hurricanes,
and in July 1943 he was made com-
mander of one of the repiment’s
squadrons. By then Adonkin had
complered 365 sorties and parnic-
pated i 42 aie combats; scoring 16
individual vicrorics and 6 shared

victories (including 13 Fyl
Awarded the HSU on 22" Januaiy

1944, he was promored o miajor

| L gt

suon afterwands and  miven  com-
mand of P-3%-cquipped 255 1AP-
SF. Adonkin's spell as regiment

Also a future H5U winner, Capt
WVasilii Adonkin of 78 LAP-5F poses
with his Hurricans Mk IB on 20 June
1943. As can be seen, a fair number
af his 22 kills were claimed with the
Hurricane |wia G F Petrov)
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Subchuaroy This photograph of Capt Pyotr

stons, and during the course of 18 aenal combars (many Saibnev of 78 IAP-SF was taken in

the summer of 1942, and it shows
him wearing two Orders of the
Red Bannor badges an his tunic
Om 23 October 1942 he was
swarded the HSU. The leading
Sovint Hurricane aca with 16
victories, Sgibnev had increased
hiz tally to 19 by the time he was
killed in action fying a P-33 as
CO of 2 GIAP-5F on 3 May 1343
|via G F Petrow)

throweh Murmansk, These alloy

hich formed in Tecember 1941, and 767, 768 and 769 [APs of |

A TPV (E
ding all these uni

mablished near Vol

A
I 10 Sl

e Aviation Division-Home Afr Defence).

s 27 ZAP (Fighrer Iraining Regiment) had

st 1941t serve as @ tralning

nt for pilows destined o flv both the Hurertcane and Tomahawk

o provided groundcrew for these now tnis.

the new Hur

Cang regnments :
- - Mechanics prepare a Hurricane

1 1WA .llll;.l_' and |.'l:."ld.J.aLa_J. |.l_'-‘- |.'ii.l.'|.:'- i.lI!.IllI[.' L.E'J'.l_ '.I'.d.."-.;..l.n_'..i.| u.::||,| Wik IE of 78 IAP-SF at 'u'aanga in

irpoy biplanes amd  MiG-34
17 IAP on the Karelian From
Germany invaded, Krupskdi
fown his firse BF 109 i July

When 700 IAP was estab

| in December, he was one of

first palors transferred in o sene

GEPULY squadron Comnnandct

I Prommotcd 10-$Cnior lichi-
By mind-1942 Krupskin bad
1 240 combar missions and,
X8 aeral bardes, caimed

raoertl and et shared vic-

icluded In this [c Wile

{85 thar he had shot down

rk was Viktor Kmpskit, A junior licutenant fyine

the spring of 1842 (vis G F Petrovl

1IHHMAH
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during the course of five days in
carhe June while flying a Flurricane.
Krupskii was-awarded the HSU
an 22 February 1943, and by war's
erd he had been promoted o licn-
tetiane colonel. Flying 330 sorties;
he had scored ten individual and
nine shared vicrorics. Almost all of
these kills had been achieved] Qying
Hurricanes or Kittyhawls

Serving alongside |~.~.’I-[H|-'.*I in

"G00 LAP was fellow ace, and pre-war
pilor: Alcksandr Nikolacnkov, Also in action from June 1947, he too wis
sent tor the newly-csmblished unir in December as a depury squadron
commander. By May 1942 Nikolaenkov was a senior lieurenant, and
bv -\,Prr| of the following wear he had Hown 229 sorvies and scored
& individual and 23 shared kills in 28 gertal combags (all in Flurmicanes).

On 2 Juby thar same

fierce enparemient with German fighters within the Arciic Ciecle. His

year Mikolsenkov's flight became involved in s

sijuadronmare fnr L Zubach, who had shot down a BE 109 g fow minares

earlicr, went to the sid of several Hurricanes that were bei

g attacked by
a |_|r§u,—1|l.|_-'ni:|;-r ol “Messers'. bur :.'f:_lJ'inf__"'h:' attack his Engine failed and he
hadl to force-land. While Zisbach put his fghier down, Nikolaenkovand
his wingman, Lr Sakovich, tried to protect him from the enemy fighiers.
However, Sakovich's Hurricane was also hir in the engine and brought
down. Mow all alone, Nikolacnkov attacked the Bf 1095 head-on and
shot one down, but he was seriously wounded in the process. The ace was
able ta return o base, but he died of his wounds fve days lacer on 7 July
1943, He'was posthurmously swarded the H5L on 24 Augusr 1943

Ace, and pre-war pilor, Nikolai Bepnikov hiad first seen action apains
the Finns dwving the Wineer War of 1934411, arud liad risen o the rank
ol senior licurenant, and heen mide a squadron commander; by the time
1532 LAP was assigned 1o 103 SAD [(Composie Aviarion [Division) on the
Karelian Front in lage Ocrober 1941. Repnikov’s i re. equipped with

Hurrcana Mk LA Z2585 of 760 LAP
crash-landed in Finland on

16 February 1842 after being
attacked by snemy fighters.
Quickly recoversed, the formaer

RAF aircraft was subsequently
ropaired and Hown in frontline
service by the Finnish Air Force.
Delivered to the RAF in sarly 1941,
2585 had flown with Mos 56 and
316 Sqns prior to being sont toa the
USSR (via G F Petrowl

Hurricane Mk 1B BMS5S of 609 1AF
wias forced down niear the Finnish
airfield at Tiiksjarvi, in East Harelis,
on & April 1942, its pilot, Jor Lt lvan
Babhanin, belng captured. BM253 had
been sent to the USSH on 10
December 1541, having seen no
prior RAF service. The slogan ebove
its fuselage star proclaimed For the
Fatherland, whilst on the starboard
sidde an identically placed inscription
read For Stalin {via G F Petrov)

-
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Hastily camouftaged with s handful Hurricanes soon after ies arrival in norrhern Russia, and he enjoyed some
of branches cut down from nearby siaccess with the atreraft up unidl his dearh on 4 December 1941

trees, a heavily exhaust-stained
Hurricans Mk 1B awaits its next
sortie at an undisclosed airfiald in
Karelia during the summer of 1942 6.5+kill ace Sgr Toive Tomminen ol Lelv 28 — the larter also died in the

O thine dare Repnikoy shot down aFinnish Morane-Saulnier M5.406

!

over Medverhégorsk and then tammed the French-buth figrhrer Hown by

[viw G F Frtrov) collision. Repnikov, who had Aown 51 missions and shot down fve

abrerafr prior o his death, was pasthumounsly awarded the HSU on

22 lebruary 1943,

The RAFs ability to supply Hurricanes to the USSR had received a
significant boost soon after the Brst examples had arrived in Vacnga
when, an |7 Seprember 1941, a joint Briush and Sovier force jointly
occupied Tran, This provided another roure for sending supplies'to the
LISSR thra

shipments of Horricanes commenced. However. most cxamples were seill

gh the porr of Abadan, and soon after s seizure, the firss

sent a8 deck cargo via PO) convoys to Murmansk unnl these ended i |
mid- 1942, And with more and more Hurricines being desparched o the I
LSSR, the machines be

Amungst the next group of regiments o receive the Hurrldane was

| GIAP. which had begun the war as I-16-equipped 29 [AT in the Far

East. Rushed o the Western Frone following the German attack, the

it Lo edyudp wnits on other frons mo

regament hid first ceen action in Seprember. Distinguishing wsell during
weeks of fighring as it flew countless grownd awack missions in defence of
Elna. an the cutskies af Mascow, the unic becamie the figsrin the V& m
be wranted the Guards dde. Redesignared 1 GIAT, in December 1941, i

was withdeawn o the Urals for re-equipment with Hurricanes,

Posted to the Kalinin Front the following mondh; | GIAT had been
reduced to juse 13 aircraft by March. In return, jis pilows had succeeded in
claiming only four aeral victories. Reswored 1o full serength; the unir was
once agun decimared In just 3 marmer of weeks, and i May i was
withdrawn and re-equipped with Yak-Ts.

| GIAP filed ro produce any aces during ies timc with the Huommicane,

althangh several future aces firsc saw combat with the British fighier. One 15




CHAPTER ONE

such individual was T Vitalii Klimenko, who joined 1 GIAP in
December 1941 alter having been injured flying with another unic — he
had erash-landed following combar with BE 108, Enjoying no success
with the Hurncane, Klimenko had o waic unddl Avppse 1942 before he
could elaim his fiest vicrory. He uliimarely scored 13 individual and 6
shared vicrories in the -'.::.*.n'.rufi-.l-.'. 12 monchs

adron commander Capt Alelsel Molodchinin was vet another

M]

pilot whe enjoyed no luck whilst flving IHurrcanes with 1 GTAT. Having
inidally served in the Ammy in 1934-35. he had rejoined w complere
fving trainine in 1938, Posted to 1 GIAP in March 1942, Molodchinin

only succeeded in making his mark 23 a fighrer pilor once the regmen

[sad teceived che Yak=1, By March 1943 he had scored ten victories, and

he duly received the HSL for his exploies five months larer, By the end of
the war Molodchinin had completed almost 300 sorties and scored a 1ol
of 15 individual and 12 shared victories.

A unie stalwart fromm the very s of thewar, Vasilii Moskovenko had
comipleted his flying maining in Stalingrad in 1938 and then been posted

w29 AP, He had been in acnion with the regiment from the very starm

of the war, ond in March 1942 his" Hurricane was shor down by a

Bl 110 over the Kalinin Frone. Surviving this incident, Moskovenko had
achieved the rank of senior lisutenant by May 1945, complered 140

sorties and sored 14 individual and 3 shared viciodcs in 26 aenal

combals — none of these claims were in Hurmicanes, however. Surviving
the war, Moskovenko recerved the H5U on 27 June 1945

The inefectiveness of 1 GIAP with the Hurficane scems o have heen
primarily due o its pilots; and particularly irs leadership, who lacked
confidence in the aircraft’s ability to mach German BF 109z and B 1105
encountered over the Kalinin Frone By conemst, 485 AP, commanded
by Georgii Zimin, held irs own in combar on the Northern Frong,

Zimin had joined the military in 1931 soas po acend flying schoal, and
wrer uining: his wings he was sent to the Far East, where he saw acoon
but 0o ait combat, in the fighting around Lake Khasan in 1938, Zimin

was undertaking a course ot the Air Force Academy when Germany
%
Wi

IAP, equipped with MiG-3s and Yak-1s.

imvaded, and he was sent wo

Two pllots from 1 GIAP prepare
to fiy @ mission in their Hurricana
Mk IIBs in the spring of 1942. Both
fightors appear (o have retained
thair much-mafigned Browning
0.303-in machine guns

|wia G F Patrovh




By mid-November the regiment
had had to be withdrawn for re-
equipment, by which point Zimin
had scored seven kalls. Afger three
months of waiting lor new wircraft,
he was promored o major and
made COY of 485 TAT, which was in
the process of forming with the

Hurricane. The task facing Zimin
was daunting, for most of his pilots
were frech fram yine school, with
only a few hours of cockpit rime.
Having trmned his pilors as hest
he could in the dme available,
Zimin led them to Vypolzove air

A Hurricane Mk B has its engine
run up on & snowy abrfleld during
the winter of 1942, Notice the rocket
rails fitted beneath the fighter's
starboard wing (wia G F Petrov)

field on 2 April, where the unit was
committed 10 the Bartde of the Demyansk Pocker. Over the next [ew
weeks the reglment conducted all manner of missions ranging from air
cover and interceprion to ground artack in place of scarce Strmoviks.
Hurricanss were also used ro hune down the Lufowaffe's ransport aircrali
which were wying w supply the cut-off Dlemyansk packer.

Zimin's leadership helped the regiment overcome its lick of expérience
wndd obsolete equipmenr, and g number of pifors cnjoved suecess. Alies
the first week of combar, onlya single Hurricane had been lost, but onee
the Germans launched their offensive, casualties mounted. Yerin spite of
serious losses, 485 TAP soill managed o claim 36 kills in May 1942 alone.

I one epic battle loughe that month three Hurricanes: Aown by
Maj Kondrat'ev and Les Krikunov and Valkov, were attacked by ren
Bt 10%s. Engaping the enemy fora full 40 minures, often ac heighesas low
as 30 merres, the urio of pilots eventally succeeded in shooting down six
ofthe ‘Messers” before they broke off cheactionand requrned safely home.
Such achievements far eclipsed the efforss of all other Huorricare
equipped IATS in this sectior of the frontline, and Zimin was rasked with
advising other units on why his regiment was sosuceessiul.

One of 485 TATs squadron commanders was Capr V G Lararey, whao,
berween March and May 1942, chimed ar least five vicomies prior ro
being kifled in nction. Fellow ace Lr Yakov Bakharey also enjoyed succesy
during this period, being credired with seven gircrafr individually and
five shared destroved between Aprl and June 1942, Zimin claimed
thar Bakharev had the porendial 1o become a leading VWS ace; but
undpreanately he too fell in combar during the difficult summer of 1942

Snr Lo Lokeionoy was yer another 485 IAP Hurncane pilor ro ‘'make
ace’ in the first halfof 1942, having destroved eighraiceraft by June 1942
He fow appears to have been killed during the summier fighring,

Oine pilor who did sutvive thecarrage of mid-1942 was Tvan Piskunoy.
A Might cadet when war broke our, he was'senr o 485 LAP in May 1942
as a serpeant pilot. During one of his firsr familiansanon flighs in the
Hurricane, Piskunov was bounced and shoe down by B 7089 while
arempring 10 land. Fortumacely, he managed 1o crash-land withow
sutfering any injuries. Undeterred by this early sethack, Piskunovwenton

to become 3 talened pilorwith 12 viesories to his coedit by war's end,

VISSNY HO4 SINVIIHHAH
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Routincly moved ro aostere aiistrips in the various regions surrounding
er-d
1e action throughour thespring and summer of 1942 For example

on 19 June Limin led seven Hurricanes o an imterceprion ol a dozen

ar from the thick

the Demyansk pocket as required, 485 TAT was ne

|u 875, cscnrted by foiar BE 109z A few minures later 11 mone "Messers

I
nites. By the

1al b

mtervened, and the =.'.Ihx-"i|ll'.'1 |.'.:L'\,L'l.-|. r-'.-" 4571

titrie the fighring had ended, 435 IAP s pilots had clasmed four Ju 875 and

six BF 109% shot down, and

= more damueed, lor the loss of just one
Hurricane. Zimin himself claimed two Jo87s and a BF 109
&85 AP

poHne i had Fally e |_'\__-_-|}1P|_'u‘: wirh Yak 5'-5:]I'-¢_'I'.*-. The later did not last

rermamed - at r-'-'..'l"

ansk untl the spring of 1943, by which

NENTWas néd

awn from the rondine in arder to convert anto the P !"l"'::'

levmer, however, foron 18 March the ¢

el giepared 72 GIAT

and withi

Shordy afterwands

l("'l”rl wWas ',l.'-Zi-rIilillL"Il Ly l_'.'l'I'III]J.'.'lL'I an mr

divisionn, By May 1945 Limin had been promored ro colonel and reg

youl
the H5U |--_|-||_._!-||:-|!_.- the war with 18 individwal and 2 shared vicronies m

his credic, Fimain had claimed five of these kills with the Hurricane,

Aside from |_|I4_l|_|||.'i|'|u a il of Hurricane aces. 485 TAT also
nurtured a number of pilots who would go oo “make ace on more

acdvanced f

iters as the war progressed.

other fumure hi i saw action in the

=S

tcluding Sergei Dolgnshin, Having spent the

First cight months of the war fiying 1-16s, MiG-3s and LalsG-3s ¥

ch 1942 when

122 and 1RO LAPs, he was issued with a Hurricane in'h

the larer remment re-equipped. Already an eighe-kill ace, Dolgushin

hared the aircraly, bur he neve v VICTOTIES with

theless r1I.JI1.i!"_|:".| ter seoe
the Southwese Fronn In Ac
o 434 TAT just as

survived the war wiath 17 individoal and 11 shared kills o his credir.

it wh SCIvi

C WO Was FecCivIng

rransferre shin

Another future high=scorer to claim carly kills with the Hurricane was

Ivan Stepanenko. Serving as a junior pilor with [-153-equipped 4 LAP on

the Southern Front when his unit was re-equipped with Hurricanes

Fittad with Soviel cannon and
machine guns, an unidentified
Hurricans Mk B axies out at

thae start of a sortie in the summer
of 1942 [via G F Petrov]




An unidentified pilol conversaes with
on= of his groundcrew in front of a
well-worn Hurricana Mk 1B during
the winter af 1942, This aircralt has
been fitted with underwing RS B2
rocket rails (wia G F Petrowl

in November 1941, Stepancnko’s
association with the fghier goe off
iy a bad stare when he swood one
on it= aese dunng his converion.
Another pilorwho was unimpressed
with the Hawker fighrer, ke com-
plained bivterly that on at least owo
oceasions his machine puns Giled 1o
pierce Cierman armour, chearing
him of acral victdes

Stepancnko finally scoved his fiest
kill on 15 June 1942, when he used
rhe RS 82 rockets Heeed benecath the
wings of his | lurricanc to demolish

a fu 87 ar close quarters over the

Bryansk Front. Two months laer
he shoe downa BF 109, but Siepanenko was in rurm foreed 1o belly land
his Hurricane just behind che Soviet lines — he leape from the cockpit
maoments before the fighter exploded. When be rewurived to s regdnient,
Stepanenko fearnied dhiat irwas being withdrawn to convert to the Yak-1,
which the fumre sce flew wndl VE-Day. By then he had scored 33
individual and 8 shared victories (only his frst owo victodes were
achieved in the Hurricane), and wan the HSL rwice

Chne of Stepanenka’s friends from 4 IAP was Cramean Tarar ace Sulan
Amer-Ehan, “l'.ﬂh.’uli'tgt”l the war flving 1-153. He roo had switched 1o
Hurricmes in November 194 15 but had had ro wair undl May before he
was able to score a kill wich the fighrer.

Armet-Khan had wagered owpemship of a silver cigarerre case with a
fellow pilor thar he would clainya victory before the end of May 1942,
Ludkly for the furure ace, on the 3ist he intercepied o o BR over
Yarostavl and artacked 10 pwice. On borh occasions he discovered thir the
bomber's heavier machine guns outranged his own,

Amet-Khan's Horricane was now damaeed, its pilor wounded in the
arm dnd ks guns out of ammumiton. However, the cigaretie case was a
cherished prize, 3o there was only one course of action lefr open o the
pilot. He tried 10 rim the bomber's mil with his propeller but mised, and
he now found himself directly above the Ju 88, Banking hard, he suuck
the homber's righe wing with his own and broke ir off, leaving rwo of the
crew to take to their parachutes. Amet-Khan also baled oot When he
landed near a peasant village, the inhahirants rook him inte custodyand
confined him with his owo German victins, not belicving he wasa Sovice
atrman because of his non-Hussian appearance and his Crimean accent.
Eventually, the police returned Amet-Khan to his regiment, where he
coillected his hard-carncd cigarette case before going ro the hospital.

Ower the next 30 dovs, Amer-Khin scored four miore victordes o
cstablish himsclf as a Hurricane bee: Later, he used Yak-1s, P-39% and
la-7s to claim a rowl of 30 indisiduasl 2nd 19 shared vicrories, These
successey twace earned Amer-Khan the HSU,

3 GLIAR-KBF (Red Buntier Balng Fleer), based near Leningrad,
receved Humcanes in May-June 1912 in place of TaGG-35 and Yak-1s.

Amangst the pilors to make the transition at chis toe with the unit were
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Several unknown Hurricane pilots
smile for the camera on tho
Northwestern Front during the
sumimaor of 1942 [wis G F Petrov)

The pilot in this photograph is
identified only as Matvesv’, and he
is quite possibly Capt M A Matveey,
who flew Hurricanes with 3 GIAP-
KBF in early 1942 Some aviation
historians have credited him with as
many as 25 victories, although how
many of these were claimed in tho
Hurricane remaina & mystery

[via G F Patrovi

e

future sces Georgli Kostyley and
lgor Kaberov,

[Juring the six months that b
flew Hurmcanes, Kostvley would
shoor down two Finmish Folker
33000 in his distierively marked
[ighter, which bore the patriotic slo-
gan LA Hus: This referred 1o the
Founders ol the lirse Russan king
dom of the 9th cenmiry: rather than
colebrating Stalin or the Commu-
st Party.

Kaberoy complained abour the
Hurricane's shorraemings lés thin
most of his contémporanes i the
VVS, poring thar once they had
uperaded the armour and the armament in the Bratish Hycheer, the later
was owice that ficeed to the Yak-1 thae be had previously flown, He also
dppreciated the fetng of @ horizonzal indicater in the Hurrieane’s
coclepic, as this made fyving through dlosds much easier.

Wirhin days of Kaberov completing his transition to the I lurricane and
returning o the frontline with his regiment; he wias involved in an
incident’. The Finnswere flying caprured 1-153s at this tdme; and on' the
day in question, while retsrming feam a patrol, Kaberov and Kostylev
spotted & lone 1153 heading, for Sovier eerritory ar low dirimde over the
Gulfof Finland,

Atracking together, the Hurricane pilos shat the inrruder down, bur
when they returned eo base, they learned thar the Pohkarpov fizhrer was
bieing flown by a Maj Biskop, who was Chief of Sall of 3 neighbouring
regiment. He had made an unplanned oip over Finland while wsting a
newly-repaired airceaft. Forrunately Biskup survived, and Kaseylev and
Kaberov were ler off with an admonition about excessive sizilance.

During Seprember 1942 3 GLAPR-
KBF spent much of irs time escornmgs

Strmovrky fenl w giack Finnish
mival bhases: The Sovier pilors held
their own when enggming. Finmish
Brewster Budfaloes, MS.406s, Hawk
7545 and Fiac (G.50s, buc found thar
the German-flown BF 109Fs were
markedly superior o their Hurmi
canes. Kaberov enjoved several suc-
cesses curing these escorr missons,
deswniing a Finnesh "Caproni’ (proba
bly a Hawl 754 ora Baffalo) char hiad
latthed oned the il of & squadron-
mate; aswell asa Bf 109 and 2 Ju 88
o subscquicnt missions,

Finally, in October 1942, huth
Kaberoy and Kostvle wete able o
verurn o the LalGG-3, which they




bosth. prefecred 1o the Hurricane.
Both men wenton 1o become high

seoring aces lying the La-5

AIr DEFENCE
HURRICANES

In |anuary 1942 the YV began 1w

ber of new regi-

menis and divisions whese sole job
was to fy air defence patrals over
Sowier cities in oldér fighter types
nol deemed suitable for offensive
raissions over enemy lertitory, In
the Far North, these units included
104 and 148 [ADs, which were
o defend Archangel, and 122 and
126 [ADs, rasked with prorecting
Karclia, Pach of these divisions contained three IAPs, although the Lirter
sefchorn had  lull complement of fighrers:

T gereral, the pilots equipping these unis showed litele inclinarion o

press home their attacks, preferring instead to simply chase away any
enemy atreralt they encountered.

Half of the regiments were inaed with Hurricanes a5 their initial
cquipment. these units including 767, 768 and 769 [APs of 122 TAL.
Sone ol these regimenis lacer received Kirrvhawks or other more modern
Aghters, bura fow soldicred on with Husricanes until cardy | 945,

Linkike theairdelence regiments, fellow Hurmicme operator 17 GSRATD
(Guards Ground-amack Aviation Regiment) was never fa from the
action on the Morthern Frine. Having begun the war as 65 ShAP, the
unir flew # mix of cannon-armed or rocket-equipped 7-13his, 1-153s and
I- 16s on dedicared ground arrack mussions on the Karclian Front prior o
receiving Hurmcanes 1o carly 1942,

Assalt aviation regiments were prmarniy cquipped with the ropged
T1-2 Stermoedk for these dangerons missions, but ar the beginning of the
conflict many regiments that had existed pre-war, sug has 65 ShAT, wee
flying a mixed fleer of obsolere Polikarpoy tvpes: Such units fought

hetoically and suffered dévastating

A Hurricano Mk 1B ks prepered fora
night mission. This aircraft probably
baelonged to one of the Moscow
Area PVD Zone reghments

|via G F Petrovl

Lt Col V' | Belowsow [right!,
commander of 17 GShAP, decorates
one of his pilots on the Karelian
Front in the summer of 1342, Prior
to receiving Hurricane Mk lis, the
regiment had flown the 1-15bis, and
it later converted to ll-2 Sturmoviks
{wiar G F Petrov)

losses before they received 125,

In retoygnition of i sacrifices in
1941, 65 ShAP was renumbered
17 GSRAP on 7 March 1942, but
unlike many of jis contemporaries.
the unic recerved. Hurneanes rather
than [1-2s omee the Hawlker fighters
began arriving in quanory 0 the
LISSR. One of a handful of ShATP
regiments | particularly on the north-
ern seceot of the fropt) o receive
Hurricancs, lirde is known about 17
CShATs combuat record — or that of
the other sround artack unies flying
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the British fighter. However, we may surrise thar the aireraft’s bauery ol
12 machine guns was useful lor ground srafing. and thar it liquid-cooled
Merlin engines was valnerable ro retum ground Fre

As 1942 propreised, stll more Hurricanes arrived in the USSR, with
many -of these aircrafe Comming from Canadian producrion lines,
However, by now Rully aware of the Hawker fighter's shorteomings in
combat, the Soviets began to increasinghy demand Spidfire Mk Vs instead,
anil 10 reject Hurricanes which had flown for mare than 40) hours prior
to delivery. Often, a new fighter could approach dhis figure during
acocprance testing and whilst being Hown part of the way to the USSR,

Meverthieless, deliverics continued into 1944, when the lase barch of
382 Hurticanes was delivered. By then the Britsh had supplied their
Sovict allies with 3360 dircraft, OF these, 399 had been lost when the
ships they were aboard as hold carge were sunk trying o reach
Murmansh. A fisrther 117 airframes were rejeceed |_:|_5. the Soviet inspectons
apon their arrival in the LISSEL

Among the Hurricanes sent were 176 Ml TTAs, 16800 Mk 1TBs and
130 Mk 1Cs. Canadian production supplied 529 Mk Xs, 150 Mk Xls
anid 248 Mk Xlls, and these sireraft are inchided i the preceding rorals
under their Borish equivalent designations. Amoeng the Hurricanes
delivered in late 1943 were 46 Mk 11D, with rwin 40 mm cannon, and
3 Humicane Mk Vs, These might have proven aseful for Stwrmavik
reglinents, but by then the Soviees had increased production sufficientds
enough toequip virtdally all of its ShAP units wich 11-2s,

The Hurricane Mk 1Ds were duly assigned 1o 246 TAF, and although
this regiment took the “rank busters’ 1o the fronn during the summer of
1944, there is no evidence that they acmally saw any acrion with them
prior to the unir exchanging the Huwker aireraft for Yak-1s.

From 1943 onwards, Hurricanes were slowly phased out of frontline
service and sent wo secand-line PVO regiments. Others were converred
ineo ew-seaters and assigned as ardllery coreection atreratt, By war's end
there were no Hurricanes lef in the Frontling, excepr for & hasdful thar
were used as hacks. However, there were still some 760 Hurricanes
serving with the intercepror unitsof the FVO in May 1945,

This Canadian-built Hurricane Mk B
survived its frontling service as a
fighter and was modified into a two-
sanater for artillery comection duties.
Mote the machine gun In the rear
compartment {via G F Petrov]




TOMAHAWKS

AND KITTYHAWKS

longside the first shipinents of Horrcanes; che Brigish also sent
mvmerous exiples of the Curtiss Tomuahawk eo the U 55K from
the summer of 1941 onwards. Indeed, 47 Tomahawk ITA/Bs
arrived by shipas carly as late Angose 1941, and these were sent o newly
established 27 ZAP, which was responsible for tratmitg pilots destined o
flv lend-lease fiphrers, Orher #APS would be established, induding 25
ZAP in Azcrhaijan and 14 and 22 ZAPs of 6 ZAB, east of Moscow.
[erermining the exact number of Tomahawks and Kinvhawks
supphied to the USSR jsa difficult tasle primarily becanse the American
method of reoord keeping dilfered from char used by the Brinsh,
Iurmhermore, different official sources :'h.l."linu the ~|_||_1+|-|__l. of lend-fease
aircralt give information which s irreconcilable with orher records,
particularly for eardy shipmens. For example, it seems impossible o
derermine the precise number of P-40Gs built, let alone sent o the
TISSR! The G-model was a Model 81 returned o Corriss and given
increased wing armament and protoction 1o
bring it up 1o Tomahawk 11 scandards.
The Soviets were norviery carehul in their

accotineing cither, lumping all variants of

the Model 81 wgether as simply the Toma-
hawk and all Model 575 as the Kityhawle

With the larter, there was no effort made m

distinguish berween the k- and the much
lirer N-models. It also appears that the
Soviers were sent 230 Tomahawks from
Brivish stocks, as well as 17-21 P-400s pur-
chased direody by the USSIL The Soviets
also claimed that they swapped pold for 59
early model Curtiss fiphrors. There is also
disagreement over the number of P-40Es
war, although most sources stace thar
(9T were supplied, along with 313 P-40Ks
Some Allied records’ indicate  thae 100
P40ls were sent [rom Brish seocks,
alchough this seems unlikely. Finally, the
Soviers were sent 220 P-40Ms and 980
P-40Ms m 199 344

The USSR dabmed o have receved 247
Tomahawks and 1887 Kittyhawks by war's
end, and these torals sound realistc once
the lipure lor aircrafr lost in transic &

factored in.

Pilots of 126 AP prepare for a
mission in their newliy-delivered
Tomahawk lis during the winter of
1941, These men carried out patrols
of the Moscow Air Delence Zone

I wirtually all weathers. Note the
painted-out RAF roundel beneath
the starboard wing {wia G F Petrovi
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Most Sovier pilors considered the Tomahawk an avceprable fuhier,

being betrer chan the [-16, the Hurricane and even the LaGl-3, Ir was
not as good as the Yak-1 or the Bf 109F/G. however, The Cartiss fighter
was ey and well-aquipped, and the warmith derived From s enclosed
cockpic drew grear praise. As always, the superior quality of Western
mansparencies was: appreciated oo, The cockpis msmrumentation was
considered berter than that fitted in Soviet fighters: and the presence ol a
radio as standard equipment was againa boon,

In respect to the aircraft’s flying performance. the Tomahawk's top
speed was adequare, although the Curndss Bghirer was apprecially slower
than the BF 109, Is rare of climb and performance ar alrirodes above
E3,000 f were constdered inadequare; however. All I'-4(ls were deemed
e be manoeuveable enough in the hodzomal pline w wllow them o
out-turn German fighrers, bucif they tried o manocwvre with the cnemy
in the verical, they were totally ourclassed

The PA0's fmange 0 comparison owith Sovier machines was
ourstanding, and this fact was a grear comforr 1o piloss fying with Naval
Aviation and VVS: regiments in the Far North, The highter’s ability 1o
withstand considerable banle damage was alsy a great plus poing, and
miary damaged Curriss fighrers limped home — even in chewake of last-
ditch famming artacks. On one occasion, a Tomahawk pilorwas able 1o
complete two ramming artacks In the sane sorte and sl My his barered
P-4t} back to hase with damage that was repaired in just s marrer of hours,

Sovier pilons also appreciated the airoraft’s heavy armament. Tn faor
Mikolai Goladovikoy reports that in his resiment (2 GEAP-SF) they
remaoved the four ©,.303-in rifle calibre machine guns from the wings and
relied exclusively an the rwo (1.50-in heayy machine puns mounred over
the engine. Photographic evidence reveals thar this was not 3 general
practice in orher units, although it demonstrares how P-40 armament
compared fevouraldy with thar of contemporary Soviet fighters, aswellas
the growing Russian disregard for rifie-calibre machine guns.

As with the Hurricane before ir. rthe major problem wich the P-40 in
Soviet service wis the aircraft’s unsuiability for operations in extremely
cold weather. The larrer caused the fighiter's Allizon inline enpine to be
unrehiable, as the powerplant’s il and hydraulic lines routnely froze solid

and coolznt hoses stapped ol Tyres and basteries failed, and Nuid in the

A Northern Front Tomahawk il
|possibly from 154 1AP] is refusiled
between missions in early 1942, This
arcraft was charged with protecting
the vital Road of Life across tha
frozen wastes of Lake Ladoga which
connected the besieged city of
Leningrad with tha rest of the
USSR The Curtiss fighter proved
very difficult to maintain in such
extreme weather conditions

|wig G F Petrov)




126 lAP CD, and pre-war aca, Maj
Wiktor Naldenko |wearing goggles
and with the collar insignia) briefs
some of his pilots prior to a sortie,
on the Western Front during the
grim winter of 1941 (via G F Petrov)
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Tn May 1942 126 AP was e
cquipped with P-40Ls. which ie Hew
rhruuj"h o the end of SLI.'LC'.-'IIE}I.'F
1942, Deployed w Salingrad in
carly Aumust as A two-squadron
rEgiment, 126 TAP was withdrawn
from the frontling on 18 September
due o further losses. [t had {own
144 sordes and scored 36 lalls for
the loss of 13 P-40Es, wirth seven

piliats killed and five wounded, One

of the wounded was the unic U0,

By Seprember 1942 Maj Naideuko had scored a further 5 individual
and 13 group victories to sdd to his pre-war kills. On 3 Seprember lie was
shot down during a dogfight amd strafed by an Fw 190 whilst in his
parachute larness, Gricvously wounded, the ace had 10 have a leg
amputared, However, Maidenko, whin was made 2 H5U on 21 April
1943, eventumally rerurned to his regiment and Hew more missions,
inq_::-;-_hm!_: his score oo 10 madiv wdieal and 29 shared vicrories by '\"I;.-I..'F:{f. .

Another of 126 [AT"s pre-war vererans was Lapr Aleksandr Smirnov,
who claimed six individusl and three shared kills with 22 IAP during the
Barcle of Khalkhin Gol. Joining 1 26 LA in early 1941, he few 98 ground
atrack missions and was credited with 13 individual and 8 shared vicrorics
during the delence of Sralingrad and Moscow. Tnformadon abou
Smirnov's sabsequent career has failed ro come to light. and it appears
thiat he fell nue of favour with his superiars, perhaps by being shot down
and captured in carly 1942, Smirnoy did nor receive the HSLY although
in the early 19905 his achievenients were belatedly acknowledged when
he was posthumously made a Héro of the Russian | ederationg.

Jnr Ly Stepan Ridnyt abo enjoyed early suceess with 126 LAP flying
I'-40Bs, the pre-war pilot having first seen action in both MiG-3s and
I-16s a5 his regiment amempred o slow down the German advance,
Usuably flying berween six and eight sormies a day, Ridayi perurned ro base
onone occasion with 200 holes in his Aghter. During 20 days of non-sop

combat in July 1941, he claimed sight vicrories. but also had 1o force-land

A Tomahawk Il of 126 LAP is
inspectad prior to being started

up in preparaticn for a misskon over
the Western Front in late 1941, The
aircraft’s undorwing stars have been
applied directly over the painted-out
RAF roundels, which appear to have
been obscured with white paint. The
sircraft’s conspicuows dark earth
and olive drab camouflags remained
untouched for the first few months
aof the Tomahawk's service with the
VS, as groundorews had no spare
tima to repaint the uppersurfaces in
witnter white (via G F Pefrovi

Toemahawk ([ AH365 was one of
those flown by ace Stepan Ridnyi
of 126 AP during the wintar of
194142 |via G F Petrovi




rhree. mimes, Ridma was awarded
the HSL on 9 Auyrmist and wis poo-
moted o senjor licutenant
Following his ume’s conversion
the Tomahawk. Ridinyi shor down
e 11is on 5 and 14 Diecember,

Nowwet by o BE 109 and an Hs 126

on ¥ February 1942, Twenty-foui
hours later hie was credited with the
destruction of a Ju 32/3m, as well as
2 shared kill in a second Junkers
mransport. Ridoyi's brief carcer as a
bghier piloe came to an end on 17

Lebmi

v 1942 whien his Tomahawk

[ARA25) sufered enoine failure on
ehe-ofl and crashed, killing the ace; By the tme of his death Byt bad

(1

flown more than 100 sortes and claimed 10 individual and 11 shared

victories, of which 3 mdvndoeal and 7 shared kills were achieved m
the Tomahawk.

Pyvarr Bebrasnik was anocher acewho swirchied from MiG-3z o P-408s

with 126 TAT, and he daimed seven Lills with the Tomahaowk durmg the

defence of Moscow, followed by lour more over Sulingrad. By Febiruary
943 he had been promored ro major and designared the regiment’s lead

mavigmror, Recejving the HSU on 28 April 1943, Belyasmik survived the

wear with 250 sortics and % individual and 17 shared kills to his ceedi,

F'war other ousmnding pilors flvine =408 wich 126 1AP were [

van Levsha and Sesnyon Levin, who, on T8 January 1942 while Oying a2

a pair, engaged nine BF 1095 and shot down two of them. While their
ultimate fates remams uncertaing by May 1942 Levsha had soored
L4 individual vicrories and Levin nine.

126 1AP's Lt |2 E Lozovor also scored 16 victones dunng this pentod,

4

irnchiding twa BE 109 shoe down on 22 January 1942, Like Levsha and

Levin, Lozovoi claimed the majoricy of his kitls fiving P-40s.

I'he next regintents to convert to the Tomahawl were 154, 159 and
196 TAPS, all of which were based on the Northern Front near Lenfoprad.
d MG 35, 154 TAP artived at 27 ZAP

in 20 Seprember 1941 and rerorned o Leninerad on 260 November.

Previously equipped with 1-16s 2

Omnce back m acnon, 134 AP lound nsell co-locared wih 1549 TAP

primarily because of the gencral shomage of P-400s, and their spate parts.

T'hese units were joined shortly thereafter by 196 FAP, and rogether they
formed an operanonal group dedicated o proteciing the Road of Life

across frozen Lake Ladoga, which provided the only access o the besicoed

ary-of Leningead in the winter months from 1941 w0 1943,

Commander of 154 AP was Bauslion Comimassar Aleksandt

Marvevey, who had artended flving school in 1933 and lawer becamie a
commnissar. He liest waw combat ar Khalkbin Gol, where he scored owo
individual and five shared aérial vicrories. By June 1941 Marveyev was 3
regiment commssar with 17 AP, and he soon scored his frse vicrony
defending Moscow. On 14 November he was sent 1o 754 TAF as the
TCIMCHL S New commandes, folning the Wit [EsCprior to b reiuming o

the front with its new Tomahswk Aghrers.

Ridnyi's AH965 is seen hers after

it had been "'winterised” with white
paint. This photo was taken in
January 1947 |via G F Petrovi

Aleksandr Matveyev (who claimed
14 kills] of 154 |1AP poses by the
nosa of his Kittyhawk. Notice the
white camouflage freshly applied
In patches aver the alreraft’s dark
aarth and olive drab finish

[wig G F Petrov)
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Although this pilot has been
identifiad as Maj Alaksandr
Matweyey during the summer of
1942, he appears to be wearing
captain’s insignia, when he should
have the three bars of a leutenant
colonell (wa Kulikowvl

This particular Kittyhawhk | was ono
of around 20 that were fitted with
Kliimov M-105Ps due to a shortage
ol Allison enpines. Also note the
BS B? rocket ralls [vis G F Petrovl

Based at Podbarov'e and rasked with providing fighter escorrs for
transport airerafr plyimg the air bridge ingo the besieged ety of Teningrad,
the regiment ew 309 sorties in December, Although this may nor scem
mitch [-|_'.. ijl:z, for an cngre ToEImEnt af aircraly; it has o be remembered
that during December ar that ladrude nocournal conditions prevail for
almiist 24 loiars aday.

On | January 1942, 154 TAP redeploved o Plekhanovo airficld 1o
prorect the hridges dcross the Volkhov Riverand support the inipending
spring offensive. On the eve of the latter, Matveyev was promored 1o
lietrenant colonel (on 13 April).

Unbike an munt other fronts, where units rounnely moved from one
base ‘to another as the frondine shified torward and back. regiments
assigned o the Leningmd-Volkhiov Front generally rended 1o stay put,
Mhey were, i tum. regulardy supplicd with replacement crows and
aireraft flown in from rraining bases in the east,

By March 1942, 154 TAT had a mixed force of seven Tomahawks and
seven Kityhawls on sorengeh, alrhough the repiment had fiew SPArCS for
thiese machines. Wear and rear o the Allison engines was particulary
high. and thiv duly sidelined many ofthe P-40s Indesperavion, Marveyov
ordered the base's air repair depot to install surplis Klimov M-105P
~||f_'i;nr:.~rr|p]-\-_ql from LalaG-3s into the :_*rnunrlc'rl Kitrvhawk airfl cames.
['hese aircralt weee also equipped with four rails for RS-82 rockers.,

About 40 P-40s were eventually fitted with Sovier engines, and they
were used by hoth 154 and 196 IAPs during 1942, Aside from iheir
distorted nose profiles, these airerafr also had their top speeds reduced by
' mph. These shortcomings were outweighed by the fact char addironal
fighters were now available 1o hard-pressed units in the Frontline.

During the spring and summer: 153 TAP sullered heavy losses whilst
performing borh ground avack and air combarmissions. On 21 Noven

ber the umit was: redesignared 29

GIAP, and dhe following month 1t
re-equipped with Yak-7s

On 6 May 1943 Matveyoy wis
promoted w colonel and transfermeil
o division headquartens, from where

he few only a handlu] of combar

reissions. His vicrory tally is unilear,
bur he mav have camed a4 many as
six individual and nine shared kills
{rmaandy in P-40s}

The two most outstanding pilors
iy serve with 154 LAP during s
P-40° phase were Pyorr Poknyshey
and Pyorr Pilviatoyv. The kareer had
joined the Army in 1928 and subse-
quentdy arended aviation technical
school in 1932, Twe years Liter
Pilyuwioy had parricipated in the

rescue. of the crew of the Sovier

steamship (Thedyrsdibein, which had

foundered in Areric warers on 13




The pilot in this phatograph ks
definitely Lt Col Matveyev, his
collar insignla clearly visible. He

is standing naxt to the scoreboard
of his Kittyhawhk | during the
aurmmer af 16842 (via G F Petrov)

February 1934 alter having s hll
crushied by ice, Pilyurov was crew
chief for Vasilii Maolokov, who was
one ol seven pilows involved in the
rescue mo receive the very first HSLs
awarded — this ile was crealed m
the wake of the Chelynshlbin episode

In 1935 Pilyurov camned his
wings ar the Kacha Miliary Avis-
ton College, and in the summer of
1938 he foughe |apancse airorh
over Lake Khisang in Mongolia, He
saw [urther sedon duing e Win-
or War-in 1939-a0). r]-.1imir|g MK
victories, By June 1947 Pilyitos
haid been promored 1o lead the 4ch
Sqn within 154 IAP on the Leningrad Frant—his regimenr had been one
of the first to reccive MiG-3s. Rising through the manks 1o the post of

depury regimental commander, by March 1942 Pilyuroy was i niajor,

Kanown for his enthusiasm towards new rechnology, and particulardy
radios, which he described as ‘a second ser of eyes’, Pilyutoy was keen g
get his hands on the Tomabawk. He was also one of the firsc Sovicr piloss
to adopr the 'pairs’ formaden based on o unitof two fighrers, rather than
the clumsier fights of three orsix

Pifvuirov fought his most dramanc bacdles over Lake Ladoga during thi
winter of 1941, On one such mission he engaged a yellow-nosed BETOSE
thar was idendfied by the fusclage number 'Yellow 19, The hghter
(passthly from JG 54) was flown by a highly skilled pitor and the combar
ended indecisively. Pilyurov encountered this same foe several times over
coming days, and foughr a series of doels which always ended the same
ways One such dlash lasted 30 minuees, during which time bath pilers
inflicted damage on each other before the engagement ended in a draw.

A fow days lager, on 17 December, Pilyuoy Qew his 170th mission.
Strapped into one of the regiment’'s few remaining |- 165, hewas escorting
nine Li-2s evacuanng children from Leningrad when he engaged six
Messers” over Lake Ladoga thae were tnang ro intercepr the iransports.
Pilvutov downed twi ol the BE 1095, allowing the transports to escape,
but the odds were oo greatly stacked against him and he was foreed 1w
crash-land his badly damaged I-16 0n the icealver being shot up by BEL10O9
Yellow 19~

The wounded Pilyutov was quickly cxricared Fom the wreckiage of his
machine by Sovier soldiers and rushed o a Hest aid post, where 20 shell
fragments were retnoved lrom his body, Mrer four days in the hospiral,
Milyutoy was back inaction, and the honr for “Yellow 197 resumed. Upon
his rerurn o base he discoversd that one of his victims on the | 7 had
been a BE 109F, which bad only juse soived en the Leningrad Frone.

vent contmnunist soldicrs ceamined the wreckage of the downed fighter
thew found 13 vicrory miarkings, including one Sovier,

Finally, on 23 January 1942, Pilyurov socceeded in shooting down
Yellow 19" afrer another harrowing doghight. However, belore he could
follow his kill ro the ground, he was forced o break off and ke cvasive
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154 IAF see Maj Pyotr Pokryshey
also poses with Lt Col Matveyev's
Kittyhawhk |. Just why he was
photographed with this aircraft is
unclear, & his awn fightor ["White
5071 was equally as star-studded by
the time this shot was teken st
Plekhanove airdield in the summesr
of 1942 (via G F Patrov

154 AP was still operating a small
number of Tomahawk iis alongside
its Kittyhawk Is at Plekhanowvo
during the summer of 1942, This
combat-weary veteran is seen just
prior to commenging its take-off run
(wia 5 F Petrovi

actinn 1o avoud another paic of
German fighuers. He later aporred
rhe smoking renmains of the BE 109E
on the ground.

Years larer, while sistioned in
Berhin, Pilyurov seruck up a conver
sation in @ wvern with an ex-Laf-
waffe pilor, and he relaed his
encounters with the ace thar Hew
Yellow 197 His German compan-
ion was very intérested in what he
had ro say, and scemed to know
guite a bit abwout the scnons refared
by the Sovier pilor. However, he dis-
illusimed  Pibvuroy when he mld
him thar fe had been flying the
Bf 104 in question, and rhar he was no acel The pilor of “Yellow 19 had
survived his crash-landing only to be taken prisoner. After ecovering in a
Sovier hospital he had entered captiviey, where he learmed 10 speak
Russiar, and ulomarely ended up living in the Eastern Zone post-war.

Pilyurov was awarded die HSU on 10 Februsry 1943 and by VE-Day
he had scored 17 individual and 4 shaved kills, in adilition to those
chidmed during the Winter War. His rally of 1945 combar sorties made
him the maost experienced pilor of Wordd War 2 on gidher side. b\:asi_n__e
even the legendary Hans Ulrich Rudel's 1700 sorties. When he retired in
1955 with the tank ofcolonel; Pilyurov had amassed a careed total of 8788
sorties in mitlitary sirceale.

Pyt Pokryshey graduated from flying school in 1935, and his firsr
avten came with 7 TAT in the Winrer War, when he was owice shor down
by flak — healsa claimed two kills. By June 1941 he wasasenior licutenant
with 154 [AP and by late July he had scoced five more victories in -16s.

From MNovemiber oewarcls Poknvshey flew the Tomahawk, and under
his command, hissguadeon (lew 950 missions and shos down 30aircraft
for the loss of six P-40s and four pilocs. Switching to the Kitrvhawk in
March 1942, Pokryshev's unit- was evenmually issued with Yak 7< in
January 1943, The following month Polrshew wis swarded the 8L,

With the complerion of his 282nd mission and the scoring ot his 22n:d
individul victory l.lurllig the coume of 30 acnal combats; the vereran ace
wis awanded his second HSLU on 24

August 1943, Pokrishev had by then
been promored o major and piven
command of 159 TAP. He ulfimarely
survived the war, having Hown 309
missions and foughe 77 aenal combars:
Pokrvshev's final vicory cally stood at
31 individual and 7 shared kills.
Another ace 1o enjoy success flying
Poils with 154 [AP was |t Andrei
Chirkov, Also s pre-war pilot, he was
shor down over linland during the
Winter War bur evaded caprure and




Although Gapt Parfenov of 196 AP
wias not an ace, this photograph is
wiorthy of inclusion as it confirms
that at least one Kittyhawk was
flown in frontline service in o
metallic finish, rather than in winter
white (wia G F Petrov)

returnied to Sovier rerritorr. Chirkov was flying I-165 and Yak 1s with
158 TAP when Germany invaded the USSR, and he had claimed seven
victories (bue been shor down once and wounded rwice) by the time he
wiis transferrod o Tomahawk-squipped 154 TAP in late 1941,

O 20 Janmary 1942 Chirkov carried out the fist ramming areack in g
Tomahawk; colliding with an aircraft he mistakenly called un He 113,
Unforrunarcly for the Sovier ace. he beled oot behind German lines and
had o spend twin weeks exliliraring back o friendly cerritory.

Swirching to the Kinphawk soon afrerwards; Chitkav continued flying
the Curtiss figheer until the regiment transitioned fo the Yak-7 in 1943,
By then o major. hewas swarded die HSU on 4 Febroary 1944 and pasred
1o 196 [AP a5 irs OO in the spring of 1944, This umir was cquipped with
bath P-40Ns and P-39s, and on 19 June Chickov downed a Finnish
fighter bicfore [alling victim to 75-kill ace Capr Hans Wind. Baling om
behind enemy lines yer again, this ime Chirkov not only evaded capuure
bur also brought rwe Finnish prisoners back with hinm! By war's end he
had fiown 420 missions and scored 29 individual and 9 shared Eills.

Fellow P-40 ace Fyodor Chubukoy joined the Army pre-war and was
posted 0 154 AP after complening his Hying craining, Based ncar
Lenmygrad at the tme of the German invasion, he initially few 1-1 65 and
MiG-3s in combar before his regimenr switched o P-40s Chubukoy was
wounded on 15 March 1942, bat seon returmed o acrion and scored two
kills oonn 7 July 1942, followed by two Ju 885 on 3 Seprember.

I January 1943 154 LAP received Yak-73, anel by Miy Chubukoy had
flown 296 missions. He had Nown in 52 aerial combars and scored 17
inclividual and 5 shated vicrories by this point. Awarded the HSU on
19 August 1944, Chubukov claimed four Fw 190s in a single mission the
following month, By May 1945 be had completed well over 300 missions
and scored 34 individual and 5 shared kills, Unformmately Chobukoy’s
wartime records do not indjcate how many of these vicrories wiere claimed
in the P40 — ar Jease four, and almose cerrainly more, were credired m
him whilse flying the Curdss fisheer.

The outstanding pilot of 196 TAT was Capr Aleksandr Bilyukin, who
had complered flying school in 1941 and been seae dircetly o 196 1A a5
i junior lieutenane. This regiment spent three years defending Eeningrad
and the ‘Road of Lifc" across Lake Tadioga

Bilvukin claimed his [irse vicwory in July 1941 whilst flving o Yak-1.In
esrly 1942 hiv repiment received T'omahawks, followed several monihs
later by Kirtyhawks. As previoushy mentioned, 196 TAP was one of the
umits given P-4)Es re-engined widh Klignov M-105Ps During the conme
of 1943 196 LAP also received P-39 Airacobras a5 a supplement w s
Kirrphawks, hefore sw':rr]'ﬁng rntirl.'['ll.' iy the Bell I]gl'itr_'r b:.' vear end.

On 1 August 1943 Bilyukin scored four Fw 190 kills in a P-39, three of

the fghrers betng claimed in a single mission. By war s end he had fown
430 somtics and fought 35 aeral bartles, scoring 23 individual and |
shared victories. Bilyukin had received the $ISU on 2 November 1944,

—— AppiTioNAL P-40 SQUADRONS—

When war broke out in the USSR, the Northern Pront was defended Ty
72 SAP.SF ar Vacnpa, as well as VVS fighrer umits 143 [AT a0 Shongiui
{ﬂ}'jng l-16s)and 147 TAD (1-73hix and T-153s) ar Murmashi.

SHMYHALLIN ONY EMMYHYWDL

R}




TWh

HAPTER

[

32

2 SAP-SF h

7RIAP-Sro iy Hurtlcanes, the rwo

Oince ad cloned oll

VWS regmmenss were noxt in line for
re-ogiipment To thar end, 147 IAP
recetved o fow Hurricanes soon afrer
the naval units had complered their
rransition; but in Tlecember the
regment flow back wo Afrikanda and
began w receive Tomahawks oo,
Disposing of fs biplanes, 147 AP
flew both

hawks antil May 1942,

I Turricames and Toma-
when the
arrival of Kitvhawks on the North
erm Fronr allowed dhe tegmment m
pass s lew remaining Furricenes
onto other unite. By then, 147 [AP
had been redesionated 20 GTAT [on
7 March:19472),

I'he most lzmous pilor ro fiy P
10 warh 20 GLAP was Tor Tt Alelse)

Khlobysuw, who had complered his

i

Top and Above

These photoes show the damage
Inflictad to ace Alekssi Khlobystov's
Tomahawk i during the legendary
mission on & April 1942 when he
rammed two fighters. The insert in
tha top image is an official photo of
Khiobystow {bath win G F Petrov)

Khlobystov is sean in 1943 with a
P-40K from 20 GIAP (via G F Petrov) |

fiving rraining and joited 133 LA in

southern Karclia immediaie]

to the German invasion. Flying the

1-153, he daimed his firr kill wach

this unitwhen he downed 2 Ju 87 on
27 June 1941, In January 1942 Khlobysov was ransfered o 147 1AP,
which b just recoived s full complemenrt of Tomahawks, snd by March
he had become a fight commander. On & April he was approved for
Communist Parey membership, Khlabystoy receiving his pary card in a
ceremony held on the Hightline,

Several hours later his Sl tron wis serambled to intercepran attack by

28 Juy B7s and B | 1, escorred by i’_'ll- [0 In the CISINg C;G:_"L[-if_':l.ll.

:.";-nf-ll'::-. ston shared in the destruction of '|_||| B7. betore -;_1-|-_::|i=1g with the
fighter cscorts. When his guns failed, Khlobystov rammed the @il of a
Bf 110 with his winyr, the blow damag
ing the Tomahawl's right wmgtip

: i .
but teariy the il secdon ofl the

Messerschminn. He was then amacked
x BF 109,

head-on by and this ame

Khlobysww struck rthe lefr wing of

Caerman fighter wich the same damas

rwingrip. The BF 109 abw crashed.

soomn atter this ourstanding eneusserment
G

Khlabystov was promored o caprain
and sven command of one of the reo-

Ment s S tadrons;

Cm 15 May, when ar the conmols of 2

newly-delivered Kinvhawk. Khlohystav

was woundel in the arm and leg by 4

well-aimed burst oo a BF 109 which



iisn sor his £

ghrer on fire,

hs injuries, and the erminal natre

of the damage inflicred to his aveo

plane, Khiobystov rammed one of

U1k PIOOLATOIESES Prior "..-ilI:I

With three so Famnung
cks to his credit, Khlobystovwas

dwarded a wellexrned H5U on 6

Jung 1942 whilst convalescing in
hosprtal from: his wounds: Follow-

I iy ol FECUEPETIECILT 'L‘-l'ili'-l

performing non-combar duties, he
evenmally managed o return 1o
dctive service with 20 GIAP.

On 13 December 1943, with his
seorestanding ar 7 individoal victories {including 3 by ramming} and 24
shared victories, Khlobystov was shot dos ak and lalled whilst Hy-

o Ny
AL EY OO

ing his 335th sorvie, All bur one of his fying
lNomahawks and Kioovhaw
[n April 1942 19 GIAP (tormmedy 145 TAT undl 7 Maech 1942

swapped 15 Hurnicanes for 20 Alracobra Is and 10 Kioovhawks, which

erjuipped a third squadron. However, the regiment’s pilots preferred the
and the Kinvhawlks remained liode wsed untl replaced by

[-385 in the aummn of 1943

in 1942 2 GSAP-5F received s

e Tomahawks to siipplement ifs
Hurricanes, and then in March an allocation of Kitvhawhs also arfved
Ar the same nume, Boris Safonov and a cadre of veteran mival pilos
returned to the regiment from 78 IAP-SF. and the former immediacely

began flying the Kitryhawk in combar. He duly scored his first victory

with the type on 17 May when he downed a Ju 88.

Thirteen days later, Satonov was flyir

e rlghr:-r cover for comvoy II'...J' I6

over the Barents Sea with Viadimr Pokrovskn, Pavel Ordos and Dimieru
Amisaov whien the vessels came under amack fromi six Ju B8s. The P40
piloss immedmnely engaged the wemft, with Pokrowskii and Orlos

cach claiming 4 bomber destroved and Ainosov 2 BE 109 shot down.

According to monitored radio trans

The pilot standing proudly alongside
thiz well decorated Kittyhawh is
balieved to be WV P Semen'kov, who
flew with 19 and 20 GlAPs. Little k=
known about him, and it is likely
that most of the 33 victory stars on
this aircraft represent shared kills”
claimed by other pllots in tho wnit.
Both regiments tended to allot
victories as shared rather than
individual kills, thus remaining

trum to the communist spirit of
collectivism (vis Kulikow)

Capt Georgli Gromaow of 20 GLAP
poses with the scoreboard on his
Kittyhawk in 1342, The four red
stars with a white outline represent
individual kills, while the eleven
in white outline only were shared
victories. By war's end Lt Gaol
Gromov had scored 18 mdividual
and 11 shared killa, received the
HEU and been mads CO of Y¥ak-
eqguipped 515 1AP (via Kulikow]

missions, Safonov also downed wo
of the Ju 885, and was in the process
of destroving a third when he was
himself hit either by fire from an

escornng Crerman fighter or from

third vicrin, He was heand 1o say on
the rdio ‘Gor the th
dirching',

Safonov did his

the escort ship

¢ warer oo far

e, but he hicx
away from the vessel and his Kiro-

hawk sank sorawsht o the bortom

with the ace soll strapped ino

the coc

AMYHYINGL
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Safonov was credited with three victories un his final flight, taking his

tally o 39 kills {14 shared) during the course of 234 sorties and 34 aerial

TEITTRONLE

cormibears. Hewas pe avwarded asecond HSU on 14 Junc 1942

thus becoming the first Sovier ace (o receive this honours rwice. Shortly

HAPTER TWa

afterwands, Safonov's name was bestowed on 2 GSAP-SF as part of i

olficial dtle. To this duy, Russian warships of the Norrhern Fleer dip cheir
flacs when sailing by the spor where Safonov's fghrer ditched.

Pavel Orlov was one of Boris Safonov's wingmen on the ace's final

Hlight, this veteran pilos having joined the MNavy in 1933 Afrer
completing fiving school, he was retained 46 an istructor antil Gnally
posted to 72 SAP-5F in Ocrober 1941, Ordov's first victory came in
January 1942 when he shot down an Hs 126 whilst Aiying a Hurricane,

and he followed this up on 15 April with o Ju 87 and 2 BETOY on B May—

the lamrer was one of three o fall in Vichany Bay on dhis dare, The lawe:

vwr kills were claimed wich the P-40. Orlov also downed a Ju 88 during
A ) = - the mission thar saw Safonov kifled.

Lt Col Boris Safonov climbs into his | i

Kittyhawi in the early spring of 19472 PR
{wia G F Petrovi leacder, Oclov had completed 276 sormes, fought 24 aenal combars and

v promoted ta the rank of caprain, and deputy squadron

downed 11 aircraft by the tiwe he was killed in scton (yng a 739
on 13 March [943, e was: posthumously awarded the HSU on

Aces Viadimir Pokrovskii (left] and 14 Tuly 1943

Pavel Orlov of 2 GSAP-5F pass the

time while walting for & seramble Also accompanying Satonov on s linsl mission was hunire ace
in mid 1942 |via G F Potrov) Viadimar Pokrovskat, who had joined the Navy in 1937 and complered

flving school in 1940. By Junc

1941 e was a llight commander in
72 SAP-5F's 4th 5qn. Pokrovskii
claimed his first vicrary on 15 Sep-
tember when he downed a Ju BT
whilst flying an 1-16

When 78 TAP-5F was established
in order o fly Hurricanes i Oero-
| ber 1941, Pokrowskii was one of the
experienced pilors who accompa-

nied Boris Safonov o the new repm-

ment. I March 1942 he remirned

with Safonov to their old reement.

Pobrovskin also downed a Ju 88
on the farcful 30 May mission.
having by rhen been promored
captain aler completing 350 mis-
sions and surviving 60 acrial bardes,
during which he had claimed 12
individual and & shared victones.
Awarded the H5U on 24 July 1944
Pokrovskn survived the war

The hnal participant in Borls
Safonov's last flight was Dmitrdi
Amosov, who also  subsequently
became an ace, Having completed
flying school 0 December 1940

and been sent 1o 72 SAT-ST, he was




Capt lvan Tushev of 191 IAP is
helped inta his parschute harmess
by his mechanic on the Leningrad
Front during the summer of 1843,
Tushew was swarded the HSU on

2 November 1944 sfter completing
3559 sorties and scoring 15 individual
amnd 1 shared wiclorles [Ssome ol
these wore claimed in the P-40)

By the end of the war he had flown
534 missions and switched to the
La-5FM |wia Kedikowv)

Capt Aleksandr Kovalenko of

Z GIAP-SF 15 seen with his
Kittyhawk in the spring of 1942
His score stood at eight kills when
this photograph was taken. and he
wias made a H5U several weeks
later (via & F Petrov)

amongst the cadre of pilots who transferred 1o 78 IAPSF in Oolier
1941 and were then posted back w0 2 GIAP-SF in March 1942, Amosov
shor down a B 109 during the 30 Muay clash, bur moments lerer-his P40
was bounced by a B 110 and he was forced ra bale our. He enjoved het-
ter luck than Safonov, however, 35 he was plucked from the foy warer by
an escort ship

By the sping of 1944 Amosov had arained the tank of caprain and
been given command ol u squadron within the P-3%-equipped 255 LAP
hit by

Mak and Amosov crashed tos stricken fichrer ineo 2 German ship and was

SE. On 11 May, while escorting torpedo-bombers, his P-39 w

killed. By the time of his death he had complered 231 sorrics and scorcd
nine victorics, all of dher whilse Aying lend-lease aircralt
Aleksandr Kovalenko wms ver another ace w enjov success with the

P-40 whilse serving with 2 GIAP-SF. Having joined the Mavy in 1932

i < = 1 7 v s
and complered flving school the following vear, be rst saw action doring

the imvasion of eastern: Poland in Seprember 1939, followed shortly
thereatter by the Wineer War. By June 1941 Kovalenko was a caprain.
commanding the |- 16-equipped 2nd Sgn of 72 SAP-SE.

Wounded in acrion in July, Kovalenko spent a bricf period in héspial
prior to returning to his regiment in August and scoring his frst vicrorvon
the 9ch of thar month. 1o Ocrober he was amons the pilows ransfersed with

Safonov o 78 IAP-5F, and he duly rerurned wich him in March 1942, That

same month Kovalenko was awarded the Brinish Distnguished Flying

Craoss for his exploits in the Hurricane,

On 15 April 1942, whilst leading his P-40-equipped squadron,
Kovalenko intescepred a large formanion of Ju 875, wirth a BE 110 cscor.
He duly shor down two dive-bombers, whilse his unie claimed four Ju 875
and pwo BE 111 destroved overall for no losscs. On 2 larer mission thae
same month, Kovalenlo downed a BE 110 which he noted had a red dog

painred on its nose —almost cerminly the Dachshund marking of JG 37

Feritiirey ."'.-'-':-'l."lr'.".

By the beginning of May 1942 Kovalenko had complered 146
combar sorrics and had shor down 8 alrcralt in 22 serdal combams
Recetving the HSU the following month and promaotion to major,

wirth 13 indridnal

Fovalenko survived the war as a lieutenant colane

and 6 shared victones from 207

sorties to his eredin

—07HER P-40 AcEs

As the leading fighrer repiments
such as 19 and 20 GIAPs and
2 GIAP-SF  received  fiewer
Aghters, including the Afrmacobrz,
they passed on their Hurricanes,
lomahawls and Kinyhawks w
second line regiments suchas 767
68 and 7RO TAPs of 122 1AD
defending the Karelian From
Mosrt pilors from thiese unies rarely

I Axix aireraft, althoogh

Tere WeIT SXCEpIions.
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One such pilot was Boris Nikolaow, who had joined the Army in
Drecember 1939 and completed fying trainmg lie the [ollowing year,
Posted o 158 AP in November 1941, he was one of the pilots assigned
1 T!mf}l—“.mn:tl 768 TAP when 122 TAD-PVO was organised mwo
months later to defend northern Karelia, Murmansk and approaching
PCY convowvs: Nikolaev's unir was initially equipped with Hurricanes,
althuugh these were soon replaced by Kitdawks.

Mikolaey was quickly promoted eo deputy squadron commander, with
the rank of senior lieutcnans, and hie larer became a squadrean €O

(O 28 March 1943, in o bartle over Murmansk; Nikolsev achicved a
rare ramming victory when hie camie tw the aid of a fellow pilor who was
being arracked by a BF 109F, Himing thee larer with the rght winpap of
his Kirryhawk, Nikolacv was then forced o take 1o his pamchure, The
Messerschmitrway ane of five victoriss credited to him by war’s end.

Anather furore ace ro spend rime with 768 LAP wais Vikoor Ivanoy, who
hal leen posted o 147 TAT alter complesing his Hying rmining in 19410,
Achicving one of the firse BE 109 kills in the Far North whilst Hying an
I-133, from lebruary 1942 lvanov was a member of 768 AP, with whom
he flew Hurrcanes and Kittyhowks,

InAugust 1942 Branov was selected a5 one of the founding pilots of 910
AP (148 GIAP from 9 Oiceober 1943), which was inidally cquipped witch
Hurricaned and Kinvhawks, bue larer received various models of the
ubiquitous Yak Agheer, Made commander of the 2nd Sqn, Ivanov was
duly promored to caprain.

Aliherugle FUTAT was a PVO regiment, i way aaigned mo Army, as
apposed o city, air defence and sent o trouble spots all along the front w
provide protecrion for roop concentrations. Whilst serving with this
rm'frlg n:Eiitn:nl, Tvanov I'nu[_-;ht aveT SrJ]'mgmd. Kuesk, the Ukraine,
Paland and finally Germany.

P'erhaps the ace’s most memorable victory came on 3 January 1943,
when he and lis wingman spotted @ rarely seen Fw 200 Condor through
4 break in the clouds. Diving on the four-engined wansport, Ivinov
quickly shot it down. Omce Soviet soldiers reachied the wreckage, the
Fw 200 proved to bie an even bigger prize thanat had first seemed. for the
troops recovered asignificantarchive of communicitions sghals from the
Webrmache s besieged 6 Army. Unforunarely, because Ivanov and his
regiment commatder enjoyved a poor selasionship, the lirer refised ®
allow the ace credicfor the vicory,

In March 7944 Tvanoy led his squadraninan inn:n:cpﬂ;iﬁn af 27 Ju 88s
thit were approsching cheir target in three fights of nine aircraf. Having
destroyed ten bombers, the Sovier pilots were then ordered 1o repulse a
second formation; despire having fired all their ammunivion and their
fightees being abmost our of fuel Ivanov gave the command Tighe
formation. In formarion — BAM! However, the sight of Sovier figheers
causedt the German bomber crevs to flee castwards away from thie 1-40s.

By Jume 1944 Tvanov had flown 356 combdr sorties and Roagghe 33
aeriil bateles, duringwhich he had shor down 14 airerafrand shared in the
destruction of lvur others, Awanded the HSU on 22 Angust 1944, he
scoted his last vicoory over Eibserin in April 1945 when he shot down an
Fw 196, By war's end lvanov had fown 730 sortes. survived 30 aeiial
conmbuts aned senred 20 mdividual and 4 group vicones,




Snr Lt Nikolai Kurnetsov of 436
1AP is grested upon his retum

to the small airfield at Lake Saliger
following his successful mission ol
26 December 1942 (via G F Potrov)

In Crcrober 1942 436 1AP was r\'-q'f_;u:.pp:d with the P-40K. the

regiment also welcoming ex-1971 TAP 116 and Hurmoune ace Sor T
Mikolai Kuznetsov into the fold acthe same dmme - dhe Laeer would serve
i chepury commander of the unit’s Tst Sqn.

In Mavember 436 TAT was assrned 1o 239 TATY and sent to the North-
western Irone. les: new airfield was in 2 small forest clearing by Lake
Sehiger. and although well-comouflaged, the base’s shorr runway proved
challenging 1o say the least. The regiment wis flying sbongg a stable secoor
of the front which had a reduced Lufowalfe presence. althoogh the
Gertman Hpghters in the region were flown by some of the besr pilors
in-theatre

Pwenoe-four hours after movine

into their now home, cishe leading

pilots from 436 TAP —including Kuenetsoy — performed a familiarisarion
tlighr over the front. They were accompanied by aces Georeil Zimin and
lvan Likhobabin oF485 IAT, thiz unir having already csrablished frselfag
the same airlield. During the chure of the tlighr they were challenged hy
ten BE 109, and the Soviers downed owo German Gghters for no losses.

Late in the afternoon of 26 December, Kuznesov ook pars in a
mission escorting T-2s. O the way to the warger the figheers eaily chased
off a group of BF 109=; bar the returr Hight was aracked by a number of
Gierman sircraft. Kuznemsav came to the aid of one of the Strmoeds,
which was erving eo escapie Brom 4 BE 1Y that hid latched oneo ies ail, the
ace succeeding in shooting the German fishuer down for his 260k kill (14
individual and 12 shared), Kuznersov's mission report read as follows:

The eighy Sturmaeils Oew a an altivude of ooe kilonetee, with three
pairs of fishters arranged in “steps™ abour half-a-kilometee hisher,
keepimg u vigilans warch, Above us flew Pavel Shevelyov's flight. As we
approached the rondine, we were advised by the commuand pose thar twa
ErDups |'|r-|-'ni.‘|-|1-_||' ﬁ-gh“'ff\ WETC EP?‘!'.‘&'“:hir]f_'\ OUF RTELT 30,

“Abour six kilometres from the western region, | sparted owo pairs of
Messerschmins, The epemy’s plan for a surprise atick was {oiled. as
Vasilii Dobravol'skii and 1 chased them away from the Sturmmavids.
Suddenly, we were over the battle zone, and rthere were explosions-of
miges aid shells, marked by black columns ol carth and simoke.

‘Ar a heighe of abour 1000 metres, above a small forese where our

reconnamsance had wenotied thar enemy reserves were garhering, the

Searmpesky formed a circle, dropped
their bombs and, one afier another,
dived o strafe the enemy. They
pulled vue of their dives almos a
ground level, before climbing back
up aran artrgde of 30-40 degrees ro
repeat the procediure, ot lead
down on the cnemy on overy pass. A
great fire erupredin the forésr. Judg-
g by e remendows column ol
black smoke reaching up o the sky:
ixseemied o fuel pomnt bad been hin
Lighe-calibre ant-aireraft pung
began ro fire from the forest. One of

the Tl-2x tirmed a little 1o the mgh
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anid dived down the line of fre with i guns blazing. silencing the flak
gunmersand thusallowmg the “flymg wnks™ to pound the enemy.

Thie sun descended 1o the horizon. It became difficult to see through
the smoke of the fires and exploding shells, bur we still kept all the Tl-2s in
view Ar any moment they might have needed belp On the radio T heard
a voice - “Messers!” We had been awaiting their arrival, and were
surprised thar they had not already appeared. Bur since the T-25 were
working under the protecrion of six fighters, the Messersclunins did not
dare areack.

“Last pass” came the command from the leader of the Th2s
Withdrawal of the Stwrmerrls lrom their arack was the decisive moment
for the escores. When Bying in a clrcle over the targer area, the [1-25 could
protect each ather, However, on departare they became stectched our
whong column. The Stermoeks particolarly at sk during this stage of the
nission wete dhe trailing and separaced aivérafr, who would need a ighrer
screen to allow them 1o escape.

‘As the Tlyushing completed their work and formed their column. owe
of my fighters flew o the head of the formarion while four remained
astern of the Stomoriks: Ar this point | noticed thur the Lt of the T1-25
wias beginning o Gl behind the others: 15 engine had obviously been
damaged by enemy fak over the wirger area, and periodically it emitred
putfs of black smoke. The crew did not respond o our radio calls either.

My wingman and I tucked in tight with the Sarmonik just as two
“Messers” arracked, Owr defensive fire made them tum away ro the side.
Chur carphones were then (illed with a voice shouting "Mesersclimits
aracking the Sturmorits!’, followed by anothet warning - "Encmy
fighters!” The leader of the Strmariks gave the command “Inro u arcle”
and he immediarcly commenced a lef hand fum over our own territony.
All the pthers followed his lead; but they had not yer closed the circle
when four “snub noses” (Fw 190s) appeared above them. Wirh alarm,
I thought “Where's Pavel's Highs”

A pair of the “siub noses” seleoted thelr target, winged over and made
asteep dive. Irlooked like the lyushing were in no small mrouble when,
suddenly. with lightming speed, two Soviet Aghters sttacked the Tsnuly
noses”. A il of fite licked the wingman's aircraft, which shuddered,
rumed overand dived almost verrically inmo the ground. Shevelyov's seare
—well disne Pavel!

‘Meanwhile, the Mewercchmits continued 1o amack the Swrmovits,
not allowing them to close their cirde. My machine’s engime was at full
power and maximum speed, bur it seemed thae my sircraft approached
the enemy only very slowly. The German suddenly opened fire on one of
the strageling llyushins. Recognising the danger, the 11-2 pilor made a
sharpr lefe bank in order to reduce the distance and carch ugp o the other
Wyushins, thereby closing the circle. The “Messer” mirned direcdy afrer
him. preparing to fire, but then the fascisr blundered right into my
putisighie, 1 fired 1 long stream ol tracers into the cabin ard the ~Messer™
rumbled carthward.

The Soprmmeedk” arde dosed ar an alonsde of 30 metres, but the
German fighten, vexed by dheir losses, continued o Ning themselves ar
the bombers from all sides. Lowever, they no longer posed a grear danger
ror the [1-24 Soon, the Germans gave up rhe fight el withdrew. The




damaped Stermerk made it m che forward area and forcedanded inour

territory. The rest retirned 1o their aiefield an low level, supported all the
way home by our figheers

Upon returning to bise, [t Kuznetsov reported  the snccesshil
completion of his mission and was credited with dhe destructon of a
Bf 109, This kill rook his cally to 26 vicrories (14 individual and 12
shared), and earned Kuenewsov the congramlanons of his reprment
commander. The lareer duly noted that dhe ace had sooted bis 26eh kill on
his 26th birthday, on the 26th day of the monch!

Pasha Shevelvov's Fw 190 kill also cansed much eommiotion st VV5

headquarters, as the type was still very much a mysterv o Sovie forees

SHMYHALLIY ONY SHMYHYWOL

it hiad only been introduced to this thearre several months carlier.

Thar night 436 [AP enjoyed 4 party in the mesy in celebrmon of a
wccessful mission, with fresh-mblecloths being laid our and party lighes
strung ups Instead of the usual sauerkraur, the pilors dined on cocumbers

and salv-romatoes, larpe slices of smaked bacon lat and other appetisers,

all washed down with carafes of spirits. Kuenemow presumed dhe

celebration was 1in honour of Pavel Shevelvov, who had downed one of

the firsc Pw 1905 w0 {all in the region. However, when Kuenewsor ook lis

place ar the table, he was preseneed with a huge cake marked with |
| chocobie Agures “26-26 for his 26th kill on his 26ch birthday on 26
December 1942,

In Janumary Kuznessov was again escorming H-2s when hie observed two
B 109Fs nearing his charges. Togerher with his wingman, Galdobin, he
aracked and shot one of them down, However, his wingman's P40 in
turn fell o the second enemy aircraft, and moments later four more
BE T09Fs intervened. He destroved o sevond Messerschmir, bor was
himsell forced to crash-land in woods berween the lines, Wouwnded in the
chest, and with his lefr arm broken and roally useless, Kuznetsov relicd

on partisans to return him o frendly bnes; and hospimlisation.

Pilots receive political education In lage March 1943 he rejoined his regiment, which was redesippiared
=1 4 4k samiewhnol on the 67 GIAP shordy afterwards and removed from the frondine in order 1o |
Leningrad Front in the summer . o1

9 re-giquip with P-34%s Kuznesov was awarded the HSU on 1 May 1943
of 1843, Note the groundcrewman : e - |
uncovering the P-40M in the and promoted to caprain, having by then Hown 213 sorties and scored

background [via 7 F Patrov) 17 rl:‘ra'-r::n:ﬂ and 12 shared wictorics:

Kunetsow contimued flving P-3% |

for the rest of the war, scoring his lasg
rwo victories: over Berlin in' April |
1945 On the THih be shor divwn
vwo fghiers, and vwo days baer be
destroved an Pw 190 with cannon
fire and fored 8 sevond one o
crash after himing it rail with the
propeller of his *-39. Following this
anirtentional ramming, Kongsov
was- forced o crash-land, suffering
concussion in the process,

His [inal vicuory ally §s uncerain,
althouph mast historians credic him

with 3 imdwidual and 12 shared

victones, scored durdng 400 sordes. 3
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In 1952 Kinersov led a regiment of MiGG-13s fighting in Korea; flyinga
further 27 sorties, although he failed 1o/ gain any addiconal kills

Sor Lt Vaslii Dobrovol'skii was o friend of Kuznesov, having flown
with him i 19 TAP until they were both ransfered 1o 436 1AP in June
1942, Whilst serving with cthe later unie, Dibroval skii briefly flew the

Hurricane prior to the regimenc converting to the Kitvhawle Three days

afrer 191 TA had been desipnared 67 GIAP, Dobrovel'skii was killed in
wction. He had-engaged an Fw 190 in a head-on duel, and neither pilon
swerved — Dobravol'skii had already scored ‘@ previous vicrory by
4

ramndng. Credited with 16 uehividual and 3 shared victories in 250

sortics, half of Dobrovelskii's vicrorics were scored in the 116 and the

remarnder waned fving the HurAcane and Kitovhawlk

-Tor P-40 Ace

Swepan Novichkov was perhaps the most successful of all Sovier pils

Hy the P-40), at least in terms of the number of aerial vicrories he scored.
Afer finishing Aying schoolin cary 1942, he was sene to-436 TAP in May,

where he Hew the Hurricane until Qeraber, when the unit re-equipped

with P-40Ks. During his first light over the frondine, Novichkov was
shor down and wounded in the leg; although he was soon back in the
cockpit. Havng scored his first vicronye in July 1942, Novichkev went on

to claim six-more during the battle for Sushingrad

In early 1943 Novichkov's repi

ment switched to -39, and the ace
was rovwarded with the HSU an 4
February 1944 for his numercos
successey in lend-lease rvpes. By the
end of the war Novichkov had rlsen
from the rank of junior heutenant o
lieurenant colonel, and had flowmn
sortes and scored 29 victores.

Of the larter, 19 had been claimed

whilst Hlyime the T-40, makme
MNovichkov the [Op-SCOrng JSaviet

ace with the Curnissfghrer

P-40M1-10 43-5925 was being flown
by Jnr Lt WV A Revin of 191 IAP when
it was lorced ta land in Finnish
territory on 27 Decembar 1943

The Finns soon placed the fighter
into service o agircralt KH-51

| wia G F Petrovi

P-40M= of 191 IAP provide a
backdrop for a friendly tussle
betwean fighter pllots on the
Leningrad Front during the
winter of 1943 (via G F Petrovi




These two Kittyhawhk |s of the Black
Sea Fleet are seen covering a pair of
patrol boats searching for German
vesusels during the summer of 1943
|via G F Petrowvi

Although the firse Tomahawks and Kinyhawks supplied ro the USSR
had gene o unis eperating in the north over the Karelian, Norh-
westem, Volkhov and Kalinin froms, by eardy 1942 Curtiss fighiers hud
also begun to arrive in the sourh following increased deliveries of lend-
lease aircrafy via a new delivery route. The Americans had briefly
atempied ro fly P-40s along dhe AlSib (AlaskaSiberia) |race from Abasks,
across Siberia and then o western LISSE. However, the fighrer's Allison
engime proved wnable 1o manage the exmeme cold, and this roure was
abandoned for P-40s following the delivery ofjust 48 airceaft,

Inseead, aircraft were sent castwards through Iran and then onro the
Sovier Union, aniving at 25 ZAP in Adzhi-Kabul, nest Biku, in
Azerbaijun. This regiment became the cemire for the importation of
thousands of fend-lease fighrers, and ir also trained countless pilors how
to fly Hurricanes, Spidfires, P-39cand P-di)s.

The lirst fondline-assigned regiment in the sourh o receive P-4s was
45 IAP, which had begun the war guarding the Baku nilfields. Kepr in
reserve il kare 1941, the unit foughe a rearguard barde from the Crimes
back w the Caucisus undl it was withdrawn o rebuild in Seprember
1942, Unfortunately, there was a shormge of fighters ar this gove, and it
wasnotuntl 23 Nevember thae 45 TAP finally started maining on s new
machines. While the regimene was promised Airacobsis, o lick of P-39%
meant that several unus, including 45 IAP, were equipped with o
squadrons of 21 Bell fighters and one of nine M-40Fs,

Ou 16 February 1943 45 LAP rerirned w the front, and during dhe
nexr two months its pilows claimed 118 victories for the foss of seven P-395
shot down and eight damaged. Only a single P-40E was desmroyed, ina
Hying accidenr, during this period. Fhis solitary loss abso reflects the fac
that the P-39 saw considerably more combar, and was responsible for the
bulk of the vicrories.

Whin 45 TAP was redesignared 100 GIAP on 17 June 1943, it recoived
sufticient '-39s ta allow it o prass pn the remaining P-40Es w 16 GIAD
and 298 IAP, although these units did nor make much use of them either.

However, if the VV5 found the P-40 woo antiquared for irs unies to use
in the frontline, in the south, the Black Sea Fleet had linde chivice bur ro
throw the Curriss fighrer into-action from 1945,

Konstantin Denisov’s 7 TAP-CRF began receiving Kitvhawks in carly
1943, and in Ocrober of that vear 62 IAP-ChF was also fssued with
P-40MNs. Borh regimenes used the aircralt 1o proteer shipping conyoys,
aswoll ag 1o ebcon parml aireraftand
ammack German vessels - linle aenal
comat was undermlen, however.

The ranking lend-lease ace in this
thearre was Konsuanun  Denisay,
whe had jomed the Navy in 1934
and completed his training ar the
Eisk Naval Aviaton Flying School
owo years later. Tnitially sene to che
Iar Lasr, where he flew  four
engined TH-3 hombers, Dendsv
eventually manggred mo have himself
reassignied 1o fiphuers. T 1940, he

SHMYHALLIY ONY SAMYHYINGL
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was transferred o a Black Sea Fleer
repiment, and Denisov did not see
serious combar untl the night of
3l Anpust 1941, when he scored
his Rra victoey. He then became
involyed in the desperate barde for
Sevastopol and the Crimea,

Dhuring the firse year of the war in
the east Denisov was promered o
capuiin and scored six vicwories:
After the fall of Sevastopol, he was
made CCrof 7 IAP-ChE, which was
based ar Anapa with o mixed fleet
of Yak-15 LaGG-3¢ and MiG-3s
During the auromn of 1942 the
regiment fought 4 series ol aerial
bartles, bur It also had manyof it aircraf siphoned off to reinforce ather
fighter units in the thick of action turther nordh. By now Denisov had
scored seven individual and six shared victories, and he was awarded the
HSLHon 23 Ocrober. The following month he was promored to major.

In early 1943 7 IAP-ChT began to receive a number of Kittyhawles 1o
supplement its LaGG-3s. Denisov noted in his diary thar they must have
come from North Africa judging by their sand-coloured camouflage.

On the night of 22 April 41 Ju 88s artacked the port of Pod, and
Denisov and one other pilot capable of nighttlying scrambled and shor
down a bomber, This was the ace's sele claim with the Kinvhawk, for in
Oerober 1943 he was summonsd to the commander ol the Black Sea Ait
flonlla, wha designared hin CO of P-3%-equipped 1 | GIAP-ChE,

Although Dienisov failed 1o claim Ave kills warh the P-41), there were
rwno Black Sea pilotswho did indecd become aces with the Curtiss fighter,
The first of these wis Aleksandr Katpov, who gradusted from flying
school'in 1942 and was sent ro reconnaissance regiment 30 ORAP-ChF
as-a jumor lieutenant, Two squadronsin this unit used Pe-25, Tl-4s and
Bostons for long range reconnaissance, whilse the 3rd Sqn was equipped
with fighrers for short range reconnaissance and convoy escorr.

Karpev; who had flown the LalGG-3 and Yak-1 in aining, was
assipned o the fighter-reconnaissance squadron, and he had ro transition
ta the Kinyvhawk, which had just been issued ro the unin,

On 26 June 1943 Karpov downed a Ju 88A while escorting a convoy,
and he followed this inital success up with suafing vicrories on the night
of 29 August when he and three other pilots were scrambled ro attack
German wrpedo boats mamuding along the coast. Karpov mude two
straling runs, which left the vessels burning in the warer, while the
remaining pilots destroyed a rthird boar, His second aerial success came
18 days larter when he shot down & BE 110G while covenng Seviet
v i boses

On 6 October Karpov flew an aerial reconnaissance misston over the
sea banes and pore as wingman lor squadronmate Konstaniin Bogdanov,
and during the course of the sortie the pilots encounrered, and arracked,
a ‘Hambuorg 140° {almaost corminly & By 138 fying-boat). After several

passes Karpov succeeded in shooting e atroraft dowi,

4 |8 D-ChF commander L1 Col lvan
Lyubimow [right] briefs Lt V A Lukin
of 7 LAP-ChF at Mikha Tskhakaya
airfield, on the Georglan coast
Lukin is known to have scored at
teast five victories, two of which
were clalmed in the P-40

(wia G F Petrovi




This P-20M-5 has been variously
dentified as being tested at the
NI-VWVE or assigned to a regiment
of the North Sea Fleot. The side
rumbar and fin stripes make

the latter seem more [kety

|wia G F Pefrov)

Two unknown pilots are briefed by
their commander in front of & P-40N

|via & F Petrowv)

o

0
reconnassance mission; Karpov repored over the sadio: thae he had
discovered a dozen German landing barges. He was rwice ordered w go
back apd check thens and on the second pass his Kirovhawd was hic by

flak and badly damaged. Barely making it back to base wo crash-land his

fighter, Karpov was immediately ondered to strap into anodher airerafi
anid lead # formanon of 11-2s out to attack te enemy harges.

O the mornmg of 13 March 1944, with the banle for the Crimies in

progress, Karpov was llving s wingman for ace lvan Marchenko when

arrcrak

they encountered 0 Do 24 fvine-boar. T proved ro bea tough
opponent, and the two pilots were forced roattack it simultsneously from

cithier side, Karpov shot ou the left engine, and the Do 24 Anally erished

into the sea, giving him a shared victory. Several hours larer, he was
leading another patral witha pilor named Kevlov when they encountered

a second Do 24 fying beneach clouds. Karpov arracked the machine ina

dive and shor ir down ar close ranpe

He again saw action over the Black Sea in his P-40 on 13 Apal when he

came 1o the rescue of & fellow pilot shot down by flake Karpov quickly
1l while the boar

in the form of a Sovicr rescue launch,

f
sutrmoned b

5 IMEETIE 0N

was racing ro the scene, he held offa By 138 fiyine -boat thas w

sovier pilot, 'Thie ace

capturing the

-
-

soon succeeded in shooring rhe air-
craft down, leaving dhe five German
airerew o be rescucd by the Soviet
launeh along with the Russian pilor.

Karpov's mun of suceess continued
on 1 May when he shor down 2
Ju 524300 crnspore off the Crimean
coast: Leon days laree, whilst patmol-
lingz it thie same area, he interceprod
another German wirpedo bosr and
skt

By the end of August 1944,
Karpov had compleed 257 sorries,

! 5] T ) e ] o~
dandl Thie Hl.«.h S ad |.'II_J..'l cleared
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of enemy opposition. Lirtle combar was now in the offing, which mean
that Karpow survived the war with five individual and vwo shared aerial
victories to his credit, as well as the destruction of four enemy torpedo
boars. He duly receved the HSU on 6 March 1945,

levww P=dith e Tvan Marchenka complered flying school in carly 1941
and was in action from fune onwards. In Becember of thar vear he was

shor down inco the Black Sen while providing e cover for a convoy

re-supplying Sevastopol. Murchenko was soon rescued and able to rerurn

tocambat following six weeks in hiaspital, During the summerof 1942 he
was again shot down, but this dmie he landed 1o Soviec-hehd rerriiory and
reciirmed tobs amit on ool

By June 1944 Marchenko was a caprain, and 4 deputy comminder of
the 3rd S5qn of 30 RAP-ChF. He had completed 417 reconnaissance,
corvioy escort and ground atack missions, and deccced 15 enemy
convoys, Marchenko had alsa shor down six-aircrafr. Awarded the HSU
on 5 November 1944, he sicceeded in raising his final score o seven
victories —all of them claimed in the P40 - by war'send

As the VVS received mare P-39s through lend-lease. and Yak-9 and
La-5 fighrer producnion mecreased, the P-40x were steadily recired from
fronthine service: According o official records, by January 1945 Curriss
fighrers could only be found in frondine servicewith asimgle onidentified
PV regiment assigned o fronal air defence. However, many other
P-Ais siill equipped fighter regiments of the nagdonal PVO units that
were auarding cities in the rear. Indeed, by VE-Day' there wiére sl
17 Tomahawks and 844 Kinyhawks assiged 1o PVO units, although

they remained in service only briefly post-war

Pilots of an unidentified Guartts
regiment stand proudly with a
suitably marked P-400 in the
spring of 1944 [via G F Petrovi




KOBRAS

n the wake of the Hurnicane and Tomahawk, the Bridsh desparched

the Bell Airacebra | o the USSR from lare 1941 onwards. Although

the aircraft was destined o be a viroal failoee with the western Allies,
it would become one of the grear sucocsses of the VVE,

In carly 1940 the Anglo-French Purchasing Commission had placed
contracts with Bell for 675 examples of i then new -39, and these
dircraft were later transferred to Brigsh lend-lease accounes followi ng the
fall of France o Germany in June 1940, Once in service wirh the RAF in
Tune 1941, the Airacobra | {as itwas christened by the Brivish) proved o
bea prea disappointment due o s poor performance at altrudes above
17,000 . Quickly temoved from the frondine after flying just four
missions in Ocrober 1941, all the Aicacobra Is already in Bricain were
cither passed on 1o the Soviets or given back to the Americans fwho wsed
them in the Pacific as P-400s), with further deliveries from Bell cancelled.

O the first 124 Airacobra lsshipped to Murmansk in December 1941,
11 were fost in rransic. The Rghrers arrived inthe USSR in January 1942,
and most were sent w0 lend-ledse training unit 22 ZAP dr lvanovo
However, some were reassembled locally in Murmansk and issped to
regiments defending this crucial northern porr. Further fighters folluwed
from Britain chroughour the carly months of 1942

While ir has generally been stared thar 21 2 Airacobia Ts were sent to che
USSR, of which 54 were lost in rimmsir, newer evidenioe reveals dhar in Gice
266 aircraft were shipped from the UK, witch 212 arriving in Murmansk.
As with other lend-lease aircmfr, mransfer figures are imprecize and often
contradictory due 1o losses en roure, poor record keeping and the supply
of supernumerary aircraft beyond olficial srders,

From Seprember 1942 P-39D, K and L vanianes sent fram the 1154
began roarrive at Adji Kabul, in Azerhaijan, after cransiting through Tran,
These aircraft were delivered o 25 ZAP, which rrained southern secror
units. With increasing numbers of P-39s reaching the USSR, e VVS
cstablished |1 ZAP In 1942 1o operare alongside 22 ZAP in Ivanovo,
whilst 26 ZAP was organised in Averbaijan in November 1943,

That seme vear P-39N/) alsp

One of the very first Airacobra Is
supplied to the USSR, this aircraft
was used by 22 ZAP, based near
Ianova, for training future frontline
pilots during sarfy 1542 |vis Kulikow

began to arrdve in large numbers via
the AlSih Trace. with six ferrving
regimetits being formed ro fly them
from Alaska to eraining umis in
ceniral Russia, The Soviers: duly
teceived 108 P-390s 40 P-39Ks,
137 (of 140) P-390s, 157 P-39Ms,
1113 -39Ns and erher 3291 or
3041 P390 via the southern sind
AlSib Trace rouics. Therefore, a
kil of abour 2850 P-395 were sent
from: LIS sowrces, in addivien o rhe
ariginal RAF Alracobra [s.

Sregox
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Omnce in frondine service, Sovier pilots panticularly apprecued the Bell

fighrer's armament of rwo heavy and four lisht machine puns and a noge
muounted cannon, The Brinsh-supplied Aimcobra Is, a5 well as the

P-3913, were fitred with 20 mm cannon, bur from the K-model anwards,

the fighter boasted a powerful 37mm weapon in its place
Soviet units routinely deleted the British 01.303-n light machine guns

from the wings, considering the saving in weight preferable to the exema

power offered by these weapons, When the P-390) substivured two
gondiola mounted 0.50-in weapons for the four wing grns. the gondolas
were almost always removed. Indeed, no photographs have yet emerjzed
of Sovier P-39s fitred with underwing gondolas.

VVa pily

speed, which was good by Sovier standards, ar least ar the alarudes

t5 were also iiT'||1rc‘-\»{'|1I by the fighter's manoeuvrabiior and
prevailing on the Eastern Fronr, As with all orher western fighters, the
P-39°5 cockpit was considered w0 be comfortable by the communists, and

they also gready appreciated i radio and supeth canopy glusing.

Inintally, che I'-3% had a bad repuration for flar spins. burafter several
losses Sovier pitows learned o cope with this problem. Baling our via the
fighter's unique side ‘car doot” was also to be avoided if possible, ax pilow
ran the risk of seriking the horizontal milplanc. Indeed. numerous piloks,
including aces Dmiten Glinka and Nikolai Tsknan, were badly injurcd
when taking o their parachures — many others were killed outright.
Conversely, the P-39's streamlined shape made it casy o belly land
Contrary to indomitable Western myvth, the Airacobrs was not used as
a tank killer or specialist ground amack airerafe by the VVS. Tt was
assigmed, instead. ro air superiority: |APs, although such units, aften
equipped with several Hygheer types at any one ime, somenmes engaged in
ground strafing. The fact is that no armour-piercing round was ever

developed for the P-39's 37 mm cannon, and the YV had larpe numbers

of perfectly gpood T1-2 Stsrmovtie for pround serafing in any case.
['he first fronding regiment to fly dhe Airacobra [ was 19 GIAP, led by
\r

sounding Kalugin). This whie haid scarced the wir as 135 TAP, Hving 1-165

i G A Reishneider (who bater changed his name wothe more Russian

and Mil3-3s from Vaenea in defence of Murmansk, On 7 March 1942 jy
wiis elevated o Guards starus, and shordy afersacds withdreawn o

Afrikanda airfield for re-equipment

On 22 May 1942 Airacobra | AHG92
wias wreched in a forced landing at
Shongui by future sce lvan Bochkow
ol 19 GIAP. The regiment had only
flown its first Kobra mission one
week earlier (via Kullkov)

with Airacobma Is thar had been
sent 0 the base in a dissssembled
form inside tailway wagons. Onee
ar Afrikanda, they were pur back
together by regimental mechanics,
In addition o Alracobea 15, 19
GIAP also received a squadron of
Kirevhawks, and once pilots had
familiarised themselves with both
fighrers, the regiment relocared 1o
Shongui. Te Hew its first combat sor-
ties with the Airacobral on 15 May
1942 when furare ace, and 15t Sqn
U0, Capr Kutakhov, led a sweep

over German-held remirory.




wveel Kntakhovwas already an experienced fighrer pilor by the rime he
participated in the Airacobra I's combat deburin VVS service. having first
en action during the invasion of eastern Poland in Seprember 1939 and
the Winter War several months later, In the thick of things following the
Crerman invasion, he scored bis Liest kill oo 23 July 1947 inan 1-16, bat
was unable ro-add to his ally until he convereed o the Airacobra L,
During t

furuce ace Sur Lt Tvan Bochkov each downed ‘He 113s" — in reality

he course of this firse mission on 15 May, Pavel Kunakbovand

BF 10915, This success was tempered somewhar the very next day when
the regiment lost s brst Airacobea 1. AHGS(, Bown by Tvan Gaidaenko

was shot up by a BF 109F and

subsequently to become an ace),

destroyed in a forced landing: And on 28 May Kurikhov, now a major,
was himself shot down while intercepring bombers senr to Shongui
Having quickly recovered From his brush with deadh, Kutakhov was
nvolved ina particulary fierce aerial barde on 15 Seprember. Hurricanes
of #37 TAP were defeniding the Tulomi power smrion from German
AP

waz duly instrucred re help the Hurricane unir repel the arack, diving on

eir direction. 19 G

bers when BE 1095 were spotted hesdingin

the Messerschmitts from above. In the ensuing dogfizhe. the Soviets
clatned seven German fighters shor down — one ol them by Kutalkhov —
although in fact only a solicary Bf 109 failed to rérurn. The VVS unies in
turn lost twe aircraft, and Kutakhoo's fighter suffered 15 hirs

By February 1943 Kutakhov had completed 262 missions and survived

40 aerial combars, downing 7 atreraft individually and sharing 24

On 27 March, he was leading wingmen Silacv and Lobkovich ar
trectop level over Lake Domashnee when he spotted four B 109Gs and
atracked. In his inital pass Kurakhov hit one of the figheers, which Red

the battde in a north-westerly direcnion. He and his winemen then

manocuvred their Airacobra Is in the vertical plane against the remaining
Bf 109C:s, continuing their combarar an alarude of beoween 600 and

1000 merres. Aler 15 minues of gut-wrenching terns, Kutakhoy hinally

succeeded in shoorng a second ficheer off Lobkovich's wil. He reported

that he had hit the enemy with his fire, but then lost sighr of the BE 109G

at low altitnde. However, a nearby ground observanion post reported

seeing the Aghter crash-land, and they duly caprured the pilot.

Awarded the H5U on | May
1943, Kumakhov was eventually
promoted to colonel and trans
ferred to 20 GIAP as regimental
commander 12 months lager. By
wars end he had completed 367
miessions and foughr 79 aerial bat-
tles, scoring 13 personal and 28
shared kills, Flying varous models
of P39 through w VE-Daw,
Kurakhov remained In the Air
Force post-war, In 1969 he was
promoted to Marshal of Aviation

and Commander-in-Chiel of the
P vt 14 Tl e
Air Force, and e remained [ ohis

position unl his desch in 1984,

Capt Zakhar Sorokin of 2 GIAP-SF
explains a recent dogfight to
another pllot in early 1944, Sarokin
had lost both of his legs in combat
in Detober 1841, but by 1843 he was
fiying again with prosthetics. By

the end of the war he had scored

18 victories. Including 16 in the

P-39 |wis Petraov)

SEHE0N
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Like Kurakhov, Sar Lt lvan Bochkov, who was Kurkhov's deputy

CO, had Aown against the Finnsin 1939-40. His victory of 15 May 1942

was iy Fest kil and he followed dhis up with a second B TO9F destroyed
the following day. On 15 June Bochkov doubled his score by downing a
B 110 and a Ju 8. Before the year was out he had made caprain.

On 10 December Bochkov was leading six Arracobra s when they
encountered-a formarion of 18 Ju'f7swith 12 Bf 1095 escores. He led his
formation i a head-on anack agpinst the Stukas, seything down rwo
dive-bombers it the ininal pass wnd scactering the rest. The Sowvier pilows
then pressed home their artacks in pairs, claiming three more German
aircraft shor down withowt loss before they broke conmcr. Bochkov
clatmed one of the Ju 875 in the opening arack, ghing him e spins

By February 1943 he had completed 308 missions and engaged in 45
aerial combats, from which he had scored 7 mdividual and 32 shared kills,

Ond Apnl 1943 the ace finally me his macch alver his wingrman was
farced to flec for hame in a badly damaged P-39 whilst Bochkov covered
him by single-handedly hartling against Ave BF 108Gs. Although his
wingman successiully escaped, Bochkoy paid the ultimate price when he
was eventually shor down and killed. By the time of his death he had
flown more than 330 muissions and foughe in 30 el combars. Bochkoy
was posthumepsly awarded the HSL on 1 May 1943,

Yer another of 19 GIAD s-pilots with expericnce froma the Winrer War
was Konsmntin Fomchenkov. By June 1942 he had been promored o
captain, and on the 15th of thar month he scored vwo vicuories in an
aerial barrde over Murmansk. Fomchenkov enjoved further success over
Murmashi archeld on 12 March 1943 when he shor down a BET09, bt
was in twrn hit moments larer, Dlespine his wounds, he managed o belly
land his damaged -39 on the airficld. By then Fomchenkov had Hown
320 missions and fought 37 aerial combars, dunng which he had seored
8 personal and 26 shared victorles, He was awarded the HS5U on
24 August 1943, and wenr on to score four more vicronies. Larer thar year
Fomchenkov was promaored wo miagor and made o sguadron commander.

Un 24 February 1944 he parucipated inoa low-level armck on the
airficldar Tungozero, when six P-3%s from his unic and two from 760 IAP
excorted six 1125 of 828 ShAP. As they approached the targer, the Sovier
formarion mn inte nine Fw 1905 and fowr BE 109 reruming o the
sirfield. The Germans attacked, and during the prormacted combarwhich

ensusd, the fighter regrionents lost thiree P-39% (teet condrnisies pn puge 35).

This P-39 was flown by Mortharm
Fleet unit 255 IAP-5F in the summer
of 1344 |via G F Petrovi




1 COLOUR PLATES

Hurricane B 75252 of Gen A A Kurnetsov,
Morthern Flast Air Flotilla. Vaenga, September 1841

2
Hurricana 18 BN233 of Maj Boris Safonow, 78 LAP-5F,

Vaenga, early 1942

3

Hurricane B BGA10 of Maj Viktar Krupskii or Lt Aleksandr
Nikolagnkow, 760 AP, Boyarskaya airfield, Northern Karelia,
earky 1942

4

Hurricane B {serial unknown) of Capt Vasilii Adonkin,
T8 |AP-5F, Vaenga. early 1943
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5
Hurricano IIE BM353 of Lt lvan Babanin, 609 LAP,
near Tiksavaari, April 1942

6

Hurricane B [serial unknown| of 1 GIAP, Kalinin Front,
spring 1942

7

Hurricann 1B [serial and reglment anknown), Kalinin Front,
early 1542

8

Hurricang (1B [serial unknown| of 27 ZAP, lvanovo, 1942

Wl




9

Humricans 1A Z28%3 of & regiment within 6 PVD Fighter
Corps; Moscow Region, 1942

10

Tamahawhk I {serial unknown) of Lt Aleksei Khiobystov,
20 GIAP, Murmashi, Northem Karelia, April 1542

1
Kittyhawk | [serial unknown) of Lt Georgli Gromow, 20 GLAP,

Murmashi, early 1343

12

Kittyhawk | {serial unknown| of Lt Col Aleksandr Matveyey
Commandsr of 29 GIAP, Plekhanove airfleld, Leningrad
Front, autumn 1947




13
Kittyhawk | {serial unknown) of Capt Pyotr Pokryshev,
29 GIAP, Plekhanovo airfield, Leningrad Front, sutumn 1942

14
P-40E [serial unknown) re-engined with Klimov M-105P,
196 IAP, Leningrad Frant, spring 1943 f

15
P-40K [serial unknown) of Nikolai Kuznetsov, 436 AP,
Lake Seliger, Northwaostem Front, December 1342

16
P-A0M [serial unknown) of 197 AP, Leningrad Frant,
late 1043




17
P-40M (serial and regimant unknown|, Morthern Fleet, 1244

18
P-20M |sertal unknown) of 2 GIAP-SF, Northern Fleet. 1943

19

Alracobira | (Serial unknown| of Maj Aleksandr Zaitsev, 19 GLAP, Shongui, May 1542

20
P-350 {serial unknown| of Capt Grigorii Dmitryuk, 19 GIAP,
Shongui, autumn 1943




21
P-350 (serial unknown] ol Snr Lt Nikolai Didenko, ? GIAP-5F,
Vaesnga-2 airfield, June 1944

22

P-290 [sarial unknown) of Capt N | Tsisarenko,
102 GIAP-PVOD, Leningrad Front, June 1944

23

P-390 [serial unknown) of Maj Sultan Amet Khan,
8 GIAP, Melitopol, Seprember 1943

24
P-380-15 44-2844 of Lt Dmitrii Kalinin, 508 1AP,
Turbya airfield, Poland, August 1944




25
P-39MN |serial unknown) of Maj Aleksandr Karmin, 129 GIAP,
Jassy, May 1944

26
P-350-15 44-2458 of Lt Col Pavel Zavarukhin,
Commander of 72 GIAP, Byelorussis, summer 1944

27
P-39N [serial unknown} of Snr Lt Evgenii Mariinshii,
129 GIAP, Garmany, 1945

28
P-39N-0 42-9004 of Col Aleksandr Pokryshkin, 9 GLAD,
Germany, 1945




29
P-3890-15 44-2547 of Maj Grigorii A Rechkalov, 16 GIAP,
Germany, 1945
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30
Spitfire Mk VB EP210 of 567 GIAP, North Caucasus Frant,
April 1943

I
Spitfire Mk IXC (serial unknown| of 26 GIAP, Leningrad,
1944

32
Spitfire Mk IXE [serial unknown] of Lt Col Vasilil Matsievich,

26 GIAP, Leningrad, spring 1345



i3
Spitfire Mk IXC {serial unknown} of Snr Lt Dmitrii Kalinin,
19 1AP, Vaskovo airfield, near Archangel, 1948

34
P-47D-27 42-2T023 of 255 TAP-5F, Morthern Fleet, spring 1945

35
P-47D-22 (serial unknown)] of 255 IAP-SF, Morthemn Fleet,
DOctober 1944

36
B-2003-1 |serial unknown) of 27 API-00,; Long Range
Aviation, spring 1344




CHAPTER THREE

However, two B 1095 and Ave Fw 1905 were reporredly destroyed, with
one ol the larter providing Formchenkov with his findl viciory,

Minutes after claiming his kill, the ace was seen w amuck anotser
Facke-Walf head-on, bur his F-39 wos hir in the process. The fighter
tumetl pver on one wing amd (el in Hames into Lake Tikshaozern,
Fomchenkov's final score was 12 individual and 26 shared victories.

Furure P-39 ace |t Efim Krivosheey joined 19.GIAP in May 1942, and
b was assipn el to Kutakhov's suiuadmu. He scored his firse two victories
on 15 June 1942, and by Seprember he had complered 96 sortics and
29 gemial combars, clamming 3 individual and 15 shared viomnes, On 9
September his regiment intercepred & raid by 14 German bombers,
escarted by 18 BF 109Fs. Afier downing a Messerschmier, and exhausting
his ammuniton, Krivoshcov saw thar Kurakhov was in rrouble, so he
ramimed the enemy fghter and petished i the collision. Krivosheey wis
posthumously awarded the HSU for this selfless accon 22 February 1943,

e of the tragic heroes of 19 GIAT was Aleksandr Zaitsev, who had
seen action in China in 1937 and then aginst the Finng in 1939-410. By
June 1941 he was o captain, and CO of the 3rd Sqn of 145 1AP.
Unfortunarely, although popular with his pilors, Zalsev was disliked by
his senior olficers, and the FELTITHENE COMTUTIESSED 10 ;l;u'lil.'u];ir-

Mier scoring several vicrorics flying the - 16, Zaitsey was promored o
miajer in Decernber 1941 and sent to command 760 LAP, which was juse
torming on Hurricanes: Although the regiment managed 1o elaim 12
victorics for the loss of 15 Hurricanes, Zaiesey again found himself in
trrouble with bis commissar, wnd in April he wos relieved of his commmand.

The commandert of the alre forces ol the Vdth Arny had ordered him 1o
send rwa aircraft aloft ro patrol over the régiment’s airficld, bur Zairsey
hiaed instead sorried rwo pairs of Hurricanes. He was duly reporeed by the
cormumissar, and in the ensuing srgwment Zaiisey tried to shoot the latres
but missed! He was sent back o his old regiment, now redesignated 19
GIAT and Aving the Aimcobma 1. Faitsev took part in the first Airacobra
sorties along with Pavel Kutsldhov, and shot down a2 BF 109 on 16 May.

On 27 and 28 May, the regiment escorred a serics of bombing mids on
Cierman airhields in an artempe to suppress attacks on Allied convoy
PO} 1 O theafternoon of the 28ch, Zaisey was leading six Airacobra
Is and a similar number of P-40s thar were cscorting ninc SB-2s when,
near Lake Shul'gul™-Yave, he novced 12 BE 109 manocosrimg oo arack
from out of the sun, The bombers ignored Zaitsev's order to return o
base as he positioned his fighters to engage the enemy, and in the clagh
which followed the Soviet escorts dlarmed three BE 1085 shor down for the
loss of two D405, an Adracobra | and an 5B-2, with another bomber badly
damaged. Waorst of all, the mission had been repulsed unaccomplished.

Later that aftérnoon the Soviets tried again, bor this time they failed in
their abjective because of worsening weather,

On 29 May the weather finally cleared; and the Sovices tricd once
wmore: This tinee, Zaisey lefi four Adracobra bsoand fve P-40s 10 provide
close escort for the bombers, while he and his wingman, Lt Gabrinets.
fAew ahieid to artack the German fighters. Ther duly found seven BF109s;
which spliv into two groups prioe o diving down w attack them from
both sides. Zairsev manaped 1o fend offthe German arracks and gradually
manocuvred the bartle toward the frondines. A pair of BF 116 then




joined the already uneven hartle, and onc of them hir the alécral of the
incxperienced Gabrinets. With his fighter badly damaged and alrcady
overheating, Gabriners dived for the grownd and escapal castwards ar
trevtop height. Zaivsev covered his cscape and then deparied, bodh piloes
eventually managing to retiarn home and make normal fandings.

Meamwhile, the bombers had failed o see their four Airacobira T escorrs
due to excessive cloud cover, sporring only the fve P-40s. They decided
that their escort was too small and shoried the mission, dmopping their
bombs on Sovier wrritory, The leader of the bomber formaton was
inumiediavely areested upon his rerurm and sene o appear before s miliry
ribumal, Although Zaitsev would seem blameless m chis incident higher
cormmand held him culpable also, and he was publicly reprimanded in
lront 6f the regiment just prior to flving his next sortie on 30 Muy.

Following his dressing down, Zuitsey wiok off on yer another homber
eseore migsion, Upon reaching an altiede of 700 merres, the ace’s
Adracdliea THicked ower oo jes back and dived into the grownd,

Laitsev had compleed 200 missions and scorved 14 mdividual and 21
shared kills by the fime of his death. The cavse of the crash was never
determingd. 1t could have heen a mechanical failure, or maybe Zaisev's
flving skills and reactions had been alfected by clashes wich hisseniorsand
he had made a faral mistke. Perhaps simply overbordened by srbles,
and seeing rothing bu o tribonal and diserace, he decided o sake the
cleanest exir, dhas saving bis family from the disgrce which would have
Followed in the wake of his own condemnation before a tribunal.

New P-39 REGIMENTS

The first regiments converted onto the Airacobra Lag lvanove by 22 7ZAD
were 153 and 185 TAPs, which arrived arthe pirfield in late March 1942
aber fighting on the Leningrad and Volkhov Froms, 185 [AP retumed
the frant on 30 June. and almost noching s known about s acivities saye
that it was dishanced in Augnst 1942 and s pilots assigned o ferry
regiments formed o fy P39 from Alaska. This lack of mtormarion,
tollowed by dishandmenr, suggests thar 185 IAP may have performed
badly ar the frong suffering serious losses withour success.

153 LAP proved more successful, however, the regiment being formed
with two squadrons as was common in ealy 1942 Deployed o
Voraneeh airlicld vn 29 June, it Hew its Arst sortic the nexe day. The unit
relocated to Lipeisk shoatly alterwards. Trs €O was Maj Sergei Mironow,
who had s¢en his firse combar against Finland in 1939-40 when he [lew
37 sorties and clrimed 3 vicrory, for which hewas awarded dhe HSUL

Under Mironov's lcadership, 153 TAP Qew 1070 soraesin juse 39 days
on the Yormperh Frone. During this period dhe unic claimed 64 victories
Far the loss of eight aircralt amed three pilors in combar. 1o Auguse cight
aircrafe (led by Maj Oleg Rodioney) from the regmenr had operared

imdependenty on the Westemn front, Byving an additional 167 sorties and
claiming 12 kills for the loss of two airemft and rwo pilors wounded.

On | Ocrober 153 IAP was vansferred frack v 22 ZAP in order to
tnathie oo ies losses and reform asa three squadron organisation. Ac this

tme Maj Miromowv way promoted o licurenant colonel and aiven an
assignment o the Main Administration lor Combar Training, leaving
Maj Rodionov to rake command of the repiment.
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Previousty misidentified as 32-kill
ace Snr Lt Pavel Golovachyov of

9 GIAP, this pilot is in fact Maj
Mikolai Proshenkov of 69 GIAP -
the only known member of the
ragiment to win the HSU. He flaw
375 missions and scored 19
individual and 4 shared victorles in
tha air. He also destroyed 14 snemy
aircraft on the ground. 63 GIAP
re-equipped with P-389s n May 1943
and returned to the Stoppe Front
three months later [via G F Petrovi

Maj Aleksei Smirmov was 28 GIAP's
most successiul ace, claiming

34 and 1 shared kills during 457
missions. He also received the H5U
twice

In Febriary 1944 Col Mironov
way mmade T of 193 [AD, and by
war ' end he had completed 400 sar-
ties and scored 17 vicrories in addi-
tion o his single Winrer War kill

153 IAP's te-equipment was cut
shorr by the worsening situation on
the Noril-western Frone. Thrown
back into action, the regiment flew
94 sortiesand clamed four BF 1095
anil two Ju 875 destroyed for the loss
of two Alracobra Is in the nine days
of flving in November that were not
weather-allecied.

On 21 November the regiment
wis redesipnated 28 GLAP, and
fram 1 Becember 1942 through o
L Auguose 1943 ic few a funhier 1176
sorties with the Airacobra L. The unir’s pilors downed 63 aircraft (plus
i balloons) and damaged 7 maore, in exchange for 13 aircratt lasr in
combar; 3 bombed on the ground and 4 written off in accidents, as well
as ren pilars killed. In Avgust the regiment re-equipped with P-39N/0)s,

The most famaus 28 GLAP pilor of them all was Maj Alekser Smirnow,
who flew a number of missions over Finland in 1939, He scored his first
victory in July 1947, and already had Four victories with the 1-1 53 to his
credit by the time the regiment converted o the Almcobra I With the
new fighrer Smirmov began o rapidly increase his soore

O one of his early missions, an 23 July 1942, he downed rwo fighters
before his own machine was set on fire, Flying the laming Airecobea |
enstwards, Smirnov baled our berween the German and Sovier armies,
bur was lucky enough to be rescued by a platoon of communist ranks — he
spent three days with the wank brigade before retuming o his regiment,

Smirnov’s next double kill mission eame on 15 March 1943, when he
diowned two Fw 190s. By August he had flown 312 missions and
destrored 13 aircraft in 39 combats. Awarded the HSU on 28 September
1943, Smirnov celebrared 11 days larer with four kills in a single day:

The ace completed his 396th mission in Seprember 1944, by which
point he had scored 31 individual and | shared kills. Smimoy received his
second HSU on 23 Febniary 19435, having become the depury CO of the
regiment the previous month, By war's end he had flown 457 missions
and scored 34 personal and | shared vicrories,

Aleksei Mikinn was another pilor with Winter War experience who
Hew with 133 TAP from June 1941, and by the end of thar year he had
already claimed nine individual and five shared victories. Although very
little 5 known abour his carcer. Nikitn reccived the HSU on 10
February 1943, and by war's end he had completed 238 sormies and
tonght 73 acrial combars. He scored 19 individusl and 5 shuared viceories.

Fellow 153 A1 ace Anarolii Kishyakov complered flying school o lare
to see combat i the Winter War, but he was in the thick of the actdon
from June 1941, scoring his first vicrory on the 25¢h ol that month when
he shot down a Finnish Fokker 1.XX1 over Lake Sortevala, Kislvakow




specialised in serafing enetiry it
ficlds. and he destroyed 15 aircmft
on the ground dunng such attacks,
bur was hir by flak four tmes and
shot down twice by fighrers.

He Lier hecame the FEFIEEriLS
depury OO when it deploved o
reinforce the Smlingrad Front, and
whilse Hlying aver the embartled chey
he scosed six kills in the Airacobea [,
followed by seven more when 153
IAP deployed w Demyansk By
war's end Kishabov had been pro
moted to caprain, having flown 332
sorties and downed 15 sircralt and 1 balloon — he had also destrayed 15
airceaft on the pround. Hewas awarded the HSU on 18 Aueuse 1945,

I'he third unit 1o cycle through Airacobra | conversion ar 22 ZAP was
180 IAP, which armived at Ivanovo in a depleted stace o 20 July 1942
afeer having been sent o the front with Hurricanes juse five weeks saslier.
I'he regiment began its conversion on 3 August, and the process scems to
have taken some time a8 i0was held furcher in reserve before finally being
rerurned to the Central Fronr, near Kursk, on 13 March 1943,

Whilst underpoing its re-equipment, the onit was redesignated 30
GIAP on 21 November 1942 in recopninion of its earlier harles.

When the regimene renursied o the action in March 1943, v was
assigned o 16 Air Army on the Cenrmal Frone, based near Kursk. 30
GIAP was primarity stated by new personuel, including its €O, Lt Cal
Khasan Ibarullin, He had previously scored several vicrories Qying [-153s
and I-16s priors 1o being shor down and wounded in July 1942 Tharullin
led 30 GIAP for the rest of the wir, scoring his Jast two victores on
18 April 1945 to bring his tally to 15 individual kills from 456 sortics:

The real smars of the regiment were Mikhail Petrovich Rents and
Aleksandr Perrovich Filarov. Rents’ had completed Hying school a
Odessain 193% and then been sent to the Far East, where he served asan
instructor unrl posted o 180 [TAP in Ocober 1942, Despite having no
combat experience, his vast number of Qying hours gave him a distine
advanrage over newer pilors, and he was made a flisht commander,

Rents scared his first kill on 22 May 1943, when he led a Righr of four
-39 aginst a large lormation of Tu 87, escorted by Pw 19405 Tn the firs
artack: he downed a fighter, while the leader of the second pair gor a
bomber—three more Ju 875 were destroved bebore the Germans fled. Five
days luger Rents was attucked by theee Fw 190%, which forced hitn to bale
out of his spinning P-39. He did nor score many personal successes
during rhe rext of the vear. and had juse three individual kills by 1944

In Bate 1943 30 GIAP agin returned o the rear for eeplenishment,
afrer which it was assigned 0 273 IAD. The allocarion of a Goards unic
tin @ regular division snggess that the regiment’s performance may no
hiave been up to the standards expected of the Guards. However, Milhail
Rents scems to have fulfilled his dutics acoeprably, oven if he had scored
only rarely, and since he had led his Aighe effdctively, he was promoted o
command the 3rd Sqn.

Lt Fyodor Shikunow should have
recoived the HSU, as he claimed

25 individual victories, but his career
was blighted by political problems.
Having flown with 3 GIAP during
1943, he later transferred to 63 GIAP
|wia @ F Petrovl
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Luring the summer of 1944 Re it last hegan ro ach at] s
personal successes whilse fhving in support of Operarion Bagratdon (the

battle for Byelorussia and Poland). For example, on 12 August, while

providing air cover for the ground forces, his group shor down six Ju 875

Fronm o foree of 30, Renos personally claiming two of them. By the encd of
1944 his squadron had earned 3 sepuration for being the best nor only in

fown | 183 soroics and

his regiment, bur in the whi
seored 38 victories under his command. By yest-end Rents was a major,

During the frst four days of the Berlin operation, Rents' squadron flew

scored 15 victories, By the end of Aprnl he had Aown 246

112 sormoes ;

mrissions, and in 56 seral combas scored T8 mdividoal (2 BE109s, 12
Fw 1906, | JuB8ahd 3 Ju 87s) and 5 shared vicrories. Nine of these kills
came in April 1945 alone. including three Fw 190s shor down on th
17th, twio mnore on'the 18th and a further patr on the 20th, More acaon
followed in eacly May, and Rens finished dhe war havang Qowin a wial of

) individual and 5

261 sormies and survived 63 acnal combars, wich

shiared kalls o his credin w awarded the HSW on 15 May 1946
The other leading pilor of 30 GIAT was Aleksands Perrovich Filaro
who armved arthe fronr as ¢ sergeant pilot in March 1943 and flew in
Mikhail Renes” 3rd Sgn. He scored his Brst victony on' 9 May when bie
destroyed an Fw 190, and then on 2 June downed a B 110 over Kursk,
Filatovwas quier, madestand a lover of lireramure, especially poerry: Afer
his first victory, when he retermed o his base, e cermdned seuted in the
cockpit of his P-39 rocovering his self-control, before pertlne aur of the
azraplane and clmly annoumcing his snccess as if ir hardly mareered, He

seems 1o have been even more wlented thian his commuiler,

Pilots of 30 GIAP pose in front of
Capt Aleksandr Filatov's P-3530-5
in Poland in 1944 Filatov is seated
in tha front row at the far left.

Maj Rents is seated third from

the lefi and Col lhatullin s seated
immediately (o Rents’ left (via
Kufikaw|




Within three months Filatav hatd scored cight individual and luur
shared vicrories, including dhree kitls in ane mission on 4 July — che firsc
day of the Battle of Kursk. He was shor down on this surtie, however,
being forced o bale our. Fortunately for him, the wind carried bis
parachute back over Seviet lines, and the next moming he rejoined the

regiment. Six days later Filarov was apain downed by Fw 190, bur this
time he landed on the German side of the lines, Knocked unconscious
when he hir the ground, he was soon captured. However, on 15 August
heand a Soviet tank crewmin cseaped when their colurmn was strafid. For
over a month Filatov evaded recapiire. before returning to his unic.

OF course this was @ vory serious matter, for even the bricfost caprivity
was considered tremson under Sovicr military regulations, However,
Filatov passed the SMERSh (Sovier connrerinteliigence deparument)
investigation, and 30 GLAPs €O, Col Khasan Thatudling reromed him o
combat duty alter considering his caze.

Druring the summer of 1944 Filatov was promored to sentor licutenant,
und he hecame depury U0 of Mikhail Rents’ 3rd Sqn. The final months
of 1944 and early 1945 proved a quice dme for 30 GIAF, ax the Germans
husbanded their de:I]iﬂilig_ resources and seldom challenped the Soviews.
Tn March Filarov was appeinted commander of the st Sqn, and wich the
starr of the final drive toward Berlin juscweeks kater, the Gerrridns threw
all their remaining resources wito the lase bartle, Filatov scored a further
eight viceories in the final weeks of the war, inchnding rwo on 19 April.

The t'u“uwing day, however, during an evening patrol, the ace was
again shot down, With his P-39 in flames, Filamov had o make a hd]!.'
landing in German-conrolled territory. As he sprang from the cockpi
and tried 1o dash for a nearhy wood, he was shotin the leg by 2 burst of
machine gun fire and capeured tor o second fme Taken to 2 German
hospital, Filarw esciped ar the frst apportunity and returned o his
regiment. He was aymin cleared of blame, and had the full support of his
commanders, Filatov was even promoted to caprain, bor being caprured
twice was-a guarantee that he would noc ger the HSU, or have n career in
the air force post-war. Tndeed, he lef the service in 1946, Filsov flew 175
missions, fought 35 combats and scored 21 mdividual and 4 shared kills:

Another hard luck pilor o serve with 30 GIAP was Innokendi
Kuznewsov, who had Fewn Sovier fghrers with 129 IAP, and scored
several kills, before being tansferred to 180 TAP in August 1942, He
eontinued to Ay Sovieraircraft and then Hurnfenes uniil sardy 1943, by
which point 129 TAT had bevome 30 GIAP, and reequipped with P-39s,

O 3 March 1943, during Kuenetsov's firee flight over the lines ina
Kedoa (ay the P-39 was dubbed by its pilots), the Ruture ace sporred o
farpe formation ol unfamilisr blunenosed German fighters with a
performance superior to that of his own machine. Heartacked the aireraft
and shot one of them down, bur his own wingman vanished during the
course of the engagement and Kuznetsov found himself fightag for his
life agpinst five Fw 1905, Unable w escape, and wirh his own aircraft
damaged and on fire, be rammed one of his focs and bailed our. Suffering
awoiind ro hisleg, Kussietsov came down near the frondine and barely
avoidedd caprure prios to being rescued by Soviet ground forces.

Twice during 1943 he was nominated for the HSU, but the first fime
the paperwotl recommending theaward vanished withoura trace and the
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second tme it was disopproved. Kuenetsov received 2 lesser medal
instead, along with prometion w the rank of caprain, In 1944 a third
namination wis abso rejected — svidently, Kurnetsov had a "politically
chequered’ past, having fallen foul ol the same regimental commissar who
had given fellow ace Sergei Dolgushin such a hard time. Like the latter,
Kuemersov was independenc-minded and quick-tempered. However, on
account of several victories flying the Hurricane, Kuznesov was awarded
the Ohrder of the British Empire! He was also appointed deputy regiment
commander in October 1943 and promoted w major on 1 March 1944

During April 1945, whilst flving over Germuny, Kuznewsov once again
found himselfin a dangerous situadon when, as the leader of four P-395,
he attacked 12 Pw 190s. Shooting down his German equivalent. the ace,
and his wingpan. were then set upan by the rermaining 11 Focke-Wulf
fighters. Coming to the aid of his wingman, Kuznetsov mmmed a fighter,
bur chis time he wis able 1o nuese his damaged Kobra over the frontline
and set it down in a belly landing in Siviet-beld eerritory.

By the end of the war Kuznetsov had complered 366 missions, of which
209 were Hown in Mits-3s, 37 in Hurnicanes and 120 in Kadras. He was
officially credived with 15 individual and 12 shared vicrories, including
owo Fw 190s destroved by ramming: However, Kuznetsov actually scored
additional victories which could nor be confirmed due o aircraft falling
in German-held terrirory. Years later, in 1956, he ‘was an advisor in
Egypr when the Suer Crisis (Sinai War) broke out, and he flew one
bombing mission in an Egypdan 128, Finally, in April 1990, the HSU
nominarion forms submined on 4 April 1943 were found and approved,
and Kuznetsoy belatedly received the award on 22 March 1991!

With the northern convoys to Murmansk proving o costly in terms
of men and mareriel lase in the early months of 1942, from the summer
oF thar year lend-lease fighters began being sent along the southern route
through Tran, which was longer bur safer. Hurricanes, Kinyhawks and
Bostons began arrmving in June 1942, and the fiest P-39Ds in Seprember,
Shipped ro Abadan, they were then ferricd to 25 ZAP in Azerhaijan.

The lirst three unirs trained by the regiment were combined within
9 GIAD, which was acknowledged a5 the VVS's most formidable
division. Indeed, it scored 1147 victorics and produced 31 HSU pilts,
with three of the latrer being made heres rwice and one three times.

298 IAP was the first regiment to receive the P390, followed doscly
by 45 IAP and 16 GIAP. The former had flown a mised force of
Porlikarpov fighters and Yak-1s on the Southern Front from the star of
the war unril withdrawn in January 1943 to reform with replacement
piloes and new airerafi. Tooalso pained a third squadron at this time.
208 TAP recerved 21 P-3913-2s (with 20 mm cannon) and 11 P-39K-1s
(with 37 mm cannon) as part of the re-equipment, the K-models being
assigned to the regument CO, pavigator, the deputy €0, the three
sguadron COs and dhie regiment and squadron deputy COs for Political
Affairs. The Right commuanders and line pilas received P-3905.

Oin 17 March, underthe command of Lt Col Tvan Taranenko, 298 AP
deployed to Korenovskaya airfield, where it was assigned 1w 219 BAD
(Bomber Avianon Division) 10 escort jis Pe-2s. The Icgi‘.l‘l‘l-cm flew s firse
sortie wmost immediarely vpon arrival, and sufferad i [iese loss on

19 March when Sgr Belyakow was shot thrwr simd killed.




P-33 ace Maj Viadimir Semenkshin
briefly led 208 AP during the
surmmer of 1943 until ho was
kifled in action {via Kiulikow)

Snr Lt Vasilii Drygin istanding in
the centre of the photograph) of
298 |AP is seen here receiving the
congratubations of his comrades
upaon the announcement in &
frantiine newspaper of his receipt
ol the HSL), which he is not yet
waaring. This would mean that
the photograph was taken around
24 May 1943 (via Kulikov)

Berween 17 Marchand 20 August 1943, 298 TAP participared in some
al the bloodiest aerial hatrdes of World War 2 apainer the fghters amd
bombers of 8 Fleserborps abwwe the Kaban and the Blue Line Dhuring
thise Five months, the regimenr flew 1625 sories and lobught 117 acrial
vombats, its pilots downing 167 aireraft and damaging a furdier 29_ Tis
o losses amounted to 30 atrcralt destroved and 17 damaged enough o
need major repairs. As a roward for its perlormance, 298 TAP was
redestpated 104 GIAP on 24 August 19473 and reassigned o9 GIAD,
which was being organised around 16 GTAP as an elite division.

The regiment’s OO, L Col lvan Taranenko, scored four intlivielial
and lour shared kills dunng this perod. and in mid july he was promoted
o cofonel and made comimander of Yik etjutpped 294 LALY, Awarded
the H5 U on 2:5cprember 1943 for his leadership of 298 TAT, hy war'send

Faranenko had incressed his wllvio 16 mdividual and 4 shared victories.

I'arancnko’s successor an 298 TAT was Mai Viadimir Semenishin, who
had birsi 2een combar over Finland in 1939 and then tought with [-76-
equipped 131 [AP from June 1941, On 11 May 1942 bie had sulfered 18
separare wounds when hic by Ak whils flying over the Kuban. Barcly
making it back ro base, Semenishin evenrually rewurned to duty and was
assigned to 298 TAD as regimental navigaror with the rank of major.

By May 1943 he had Hown 136 missions and survived - 29 combats,
scoring eighr individual and seven shared vicrories. Awarded the HSU on
the 24 May, Semenishin scored four kills in two sortics three days later.
On 18 July he became CO ol 298 TAD, and he proved to-be a popular
leader whao was known for being borh 4 ractician dand a mainer of his men,

On 29 Seprember 1943, he was leading a mission of nine P-39s when
six of the aircrafr became separated from him and his wingmen in bad
weather. Semenishin and his two companions condnued on, but they

rere bounced by nine BE 1085 and one of the Kpdras downed befote they
even knew they were coming under awack. Semenishin immedinrely
counter-uttacked. and destroyed three Aghrers prior ro being lilled. Hi
final score was 23 individual and 13 shared victories from 300 missions.

Among the seasoned members of 298 TAP was Visthii Dirvgin, whio had
joined the regiment in June 1942 from 4 LAP. Surviviog many blaody
biartles, he mransidoned o the P-39 with the regiment's fow remaining
ongingl pilots and then returned o the acion in 1943, Drygin was
particulardy prolific durng the fghring over the Blue Ling, scoting ten
individinl and five shared kills,

Pwo of these victores were claimed
on 2 May whilsy fying 2 pan ol
@ limirscirme with  Maj Semenishin,
Encountering a dizen Ju 875 with
escores, [rygin and his wingman went
alter the dive-hombers, desparching
oo and  one- respectively.  Then,
having  dhsrupred theic amack, he
rushed 1o the aul of Sememshin, who
was holding off the fiolwers Tn the
resutleing meloe, Diyein baled oue of
his blazing P-349, although hewas back
in the air again the next day, helping
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Semenishin abd another pilot [ore an undamagesd BE 109 w land at

Dirvgin was awarded the HSU on 24 May 1943, by which rime he had
conplered 261 missions and survived 40 aerdal engapements. Although
he had downed 12 aircraft individually and shared in the destruction of
five others, Dirvgin was Far from finished, and an 7 June he destroyed
theee B 1092 1n a day, By war's end his seore had risen to 20,

I'he second regiment to convere o the P-391) was 45 LAY, which
fongchr in the Crimen and norchern Cavcsus from early 1942 under the
leadesship of Lo Col Thragim Magometovich Dzusov = althoush barely an
ace himself, he was one of the VV5 s ousstariding Jeaders of aces.

Bom an Osserian {one of the Muslim minority peoples of the
Cauncasus) in 1905, he was dlready a Red Army soldier prior wo his 15th
birthday, fighring the anti-Communist Basmachi in Sovier Central Asia,
In 1929 Dhusoy completed flying school and commitmed himself o 3
carcer in the VVS, When he led 43 TADP to the front in January 1942 he
was already 37 vears old, and mving o survive in an era when figheer
cormbrat was very much a young man's game, Dhnsov was both liked and
respecred by his pilots, and he knew how to organise and lead,

On 16 June 1943 he left 45 LA 1o take command of 9 GIAD, where
hie remained until May 1944, when he was appointed overall commmandir
of b EAK. In spire of his command responsibilities, and his age, Maj-Gen
Dirusowv Hew 89 missions and scored six kills in | | combars; although it is
unceriain how many of these may have been scored in the Kabra.

Although 45 [AP had arrived ar 25 ZAP in late October 1942 - a full
rwo-and-a-half months before 298 AP — its conversion was more
complicated, and the units ended up goinginto action within days ofeach
other. 45 TAP initally converted anto the P40, spending rime praceising
combat flying and raining pilots newly arrived from flying school.

Tust s the unit was on the verge of returning to the frontline with ins
P-40s, the first Kobras amived. The decision was quickly made o
reorganise the regimens into three squadrons, which were staffed by 31
piloes in toral, and issue them with sufficient aircrafe wo equip two orrs
with I'-39sand one with *40s. This ook sdll more tdme rvachieve, and
itway not until early March 1943 thae 45 TAP was réady 1o join 216 SAD
ut the front. When they departed, the st and 3nd Sqns had ten P-39Dsx
and cleven P-39Ks respectively, whilse che 2nd Sqn had en P-40Es.

On 9 March 43 TADP deploved to the airficld ar Krasnodar, and it
immediately entered baitle, losing s st P39 (41-38433) (he
following day. |'wenty-four hours larer two more Kafr were damased
sericusly enough 1w need repaits. Thos, although 45 1AP had been the
second regiment o receive the P39 in the Narth Cavcasus, and had
spenr longer in rraining, it was still the first o take it into combar.

22 March saw eighr Kabras of 45 1AP fighr a difficulc barde against a
formation of 30 Bf 109Gs apd alithough the Soviers dammed 13
Messerschmios destroved, they suffered the loss of three aircraft. Sgr N
Kuibryashow and Snr Lt Tvan Shmatko died exccuting ranan rimming
attacks in their barning P-39s, the laccer pilor having previously scored
cightvictories flying Yaks with the regiment during the summer of 1942,
In another baule that sime day, fumore -39 ace Boris Glinka was
wounded by the gunner in a Ju 87, although he soon retamed o serion.




P-3%s of 100 GLAP await the order
to take off in support of ground
forces on the 1 Ukrainian Fromt
on 2 February 1944, "White 13’
[42-4480) is tha P-39L that was
routinely flown during this period
by leading ace Dmitril Glinka

[t Kulikewv

Boris Borisovich Glinka and his brother Dmiudi Borisovich lah
served in 35 TAP 100 GIAP, and horh became leading Sovier aces: Boris
was the older, und had fimshed his Aying trinimg in 19440, Serving as'a
lientenancwith 45 LAP whon war broke our, he saw much action b did
not manage to score any victorics in 1942 — indeed, only when he was
issued with a Kobra did he realise bis full potentiel 2 o highrer pilor
Awarded the FISL on 24 May 1943 afrer claiming ten kills in Marchiand
April, Boraswould eventiallyachieve 30 vicrories. Inthe summer of 1944
hie wiis rdnsberred vy 16 GIAT as s new comimiunider:

LYespite being three vears younger than Boris, Dintleedi Glinka joined
the Army first and duly complered his flying training ahead of his older
brather. He was abso assigned wo 45 TAP, but as a senior licurenant and
depury commander for aerdal gunnery. Dminil claitned six Kills lying
Yak-15in the springof 1942, although he was evenmally shor down and
waounded, speading two months in hospil. By the muddle of Aprif 1943
he had complered his 146ch sorrie and scored his 15th victory.

15 .'%pl'ﬂ 45 1AP :-rp-:'rirnrr:i one of 165 worst days when it had four
piloes shot down — Dhnieii was one of then, although he had destroyed
rwo Ju 885 prior ro his demise: Wounded once again, and forced 1o take
to his parachure, he spent 2 week i hospital recuperating, and then
eerurned to action witl his aev sl i a splion. Widhin howrs of Glinka
rejoining his reginient, two more P-3%: (Hown by Snr Le Perrov and Spe
Berhabnov) were shor down, one of them falling o fsture ranking
Cermian ace Erich Harrmann for hisseventh kill, That same day Glinks
reccived che FISLU for his firse 15 vicoories.

O 30 Apnal Drmirni destroyed three Ju 875 inasingle sortie. Then, on
I May, during an aiack on Sarabue gicfield thae had seen him desiroy a
BFf 169 on the ground. he sporred an unlocky Ju 52/3m chac had arrived
over the base just as it was being strabed. Dimiceii shor ie down oo, Inthe
early summer (a about the same ome as 45 [AP became 100 GIAT)
Dymirrii Cilinka was promored to caprain; and on 24 August he becamea
ewo-ttme HSU winner for completing 186 sortiesand scarmg 29 kills

In Seprember Glinka had another close call; although this inciden
could have been totally avoided. He was examining a caprured German
hand grenade when it exploded., and fortanately for himar anly: caosed
minor wounds o his legs. Within days he was back in dhe air, and had
scored cight more kills by the begin-

ming of December when 9 GTAD
was withdrawn for a rest. Dhicri]
recurned o the front in My 1944,
taking part in the Jassy-Kishines
operation. During the firse week of
the campaign he shor down another

spxatrerabl, including three Ju B7sin

a single mission at the beginning of
the month. He then hued ver anorher
close escape, although this tdme il
wias not his faulr,

Dimirrl was a passenger in an
Li-2 transport which became list in

bad weather and crashed inmo 2
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mounmain. Seriously injured, the ace lay in the wieckiee for 48 howrs
belore being rescued, and he was subsequenty offoperarions fora full o
months. Promoted w major upon his retaen, Glinka participated in the
Evov-Sandomiruperation, during which time he added nine more kills to
hiz score. He then Ihug!'il. it the Bedin ofensive, senning thres victorics in
a days before claiming his final kill on 18 April 1945 when he downed 2
Fw 190 in an engagement foughr ara height of juse 30 metres. Glinka's
eally of 50 kills came during the coume of 300 sorties and 90 combars,

Another 100 GIAP pilor to distinguish. bimsell aver the Koyhan was
lotmer chermmstry and marhemarics teacher Ivan Babak. He had joined
the Artny in 1940, and was still undergoing maning when the Germans
invaded. Rushed through the remainder of his course, and praduating in
April 1942, Babak was immediarcly senr off to Yak-1-equipped 45 LAP,
He initially filed to tmpress his reggment commander, Lt Col Dausov,
who was ready o send him away, burace DL Kalaradh wok him under
his wing and helped him adjysr to Fondine flying. With his rehabilitation
completed, Babak was asked by Dimirmi Glinka ro fly as his wingman,

He scored his firse victory over Maozdok in Seprember, aml when
A5 AT rerurnied o the fronr in March, Babak added more kills o his ally
by downing a BF 109 and a Tu 87, In April 1943 he was credived with 14
fighrers descroved over the Kuban. This suceess singled Babak our as one
of the leading Kobea aces, the peer of Fadeev; Pokryshin and his menror,
Dymirrii Glinka, However, just as be was reaching the peak of hissuccess,
Habak contricted malaria,; which pu hiny in hospital uneil September.

Upun his return o 100 GIAP Babhak was given a new P-39N, and on
his firstsortie with theaircralt he shot another BE109 down, Awarded the
H5U on | November 1943, he was soon back in the hospisal, however,
following a recurrence of his malania, Kepr out of action until August
| 944, Babak recurmed to his unit (as 100 GIAP'S deputy commander For
aerial weaponry) on the ove of the Jassy-Kishiney operarion.

Prowing thit his abilivy as a ghrer pilor was undiminished by his bouts
of iliness, Babak destroyed four Fw 1905 in 2 single mission on 16 July
whilst fhang in suppor of the Lvov-Sandomir operation. He was posted
to 16 GIAP as remental commander in March: 1945 and his war-weary
-39 was passed on w fellow ace Grigoni Dol nikow:

Unforminately for Babak, on 22 April he was shot down by Hak aied
captitred. Althotgh he was s prisoner for only two wecks; this was cndugh
to besmirch a promising carcer. Symbaolically, his caprure was made even
worse by the facr thar it had happened on Leniw's birchday. This
nuisfortune cost lim i second HSU, and excepr for Pokrshkin's support,
itcotld have cost Babak far more. By the time of his cagpure he bad lown
330 missions and soored 7 toral of 33 individual and 4 group victonies,

Another veterat ace rom 45 TAP was Nikalal Lavisskii, who had joined
the regimentin | 241 and downed bis Gest kill yingan 1-133. By the time
45 TAP withdrew 1o re-equip with the -39, he had fown 186 sortiesand
scoved FLindividust and 1 shared victories. Danng the spmmer of 1943
Lavieskil scored four more kills snd on 24 August he wis awarnded the
HALT, prestiote o caprain and made COof the 3rd Sqn.

Erespite his success us a lghter pilot, Taviski's personal life was in
rurmoil, and hiswife divorced him whilst he was at dhe front. From then
on he volunteered for every mission, partculady the most hazardous




A group of leading P-39 sces from
B 1AK walk purposefully down the
flightline in front of their favoured
mount, Thess men are, from lett
to right. Konstantin Vishnevetskil
(104 GIAP, Nikolal Lavitskis

116 GIAP), Aleksandr Pokryshkin

(9 GIAD], Dmitedi Glinka (100 GIAP),
Gen Maj | M Dzusov 6 LAK
commander|, Grigorii Rechkalov
[16 GLAP} and lvan Babak (100 GIAP}

ongs. His bravery turned into recklessness, serously worrring his fricnds,

wha felt he had a death wish. Lavieskii continued on his pach mw self
destruction, despire | M Dzusov becoming (0O of 9 GIAD amd moving
him o division headauariess @ deputy division commander for ai
gannery, The ace finally found the death be had soughe for 5o long
during & maining flighton 10 March 1944, by which rime he had Hown
250+ sormes and been credited with 24 individual and 2 shared kills.

16 GIAP

I'he third regiment o take the P-39T3 int action over the Blue Line was
nob enly the most famouns of all Kefrae units, bul possbly the moss

renowned regiment in the history of Russian air power - L6.GIAT. The

second highist scoting (697 kills) TAP in the Sovier Air Foree, it also had
the :.lrg-:-r number of heroes (15 H5Us), Jm.!ulim:_‘, Wi ].*.'|-::':-» who
receivied the award vwice and one of onlyrwo o be awarded it dhvee Gimes.
Indeed. only three individuals won it three times in the entoearmed
farces — Marshal O K Zhakov received his thicd HSU in 1945, and a
unigue fowrdh in 1956:

Designared 55 [AP when war broke out, the unit (led by Maj v P
Tvarniew] wes then in the process of convertine from 1-153s @l T-16s 1o the
Mits-3ae Beltsy, on the Romanian border, Amaongsrits crop of pilors was
Sor Lt Alcksandr Pokryshkin, whao got off toabad start on day one of the
invasion when he shor down an Su-2 bomber which he had Faled 1o
recognise as Soviet — he was ahle to score his firse legitimare viciary 24
hours later. 55 1A flew mainly reconnaissance and ground artack
missions i 1941, and it was redesignaced 16 GIAP on 7 March 1942

By the end of the year Pokryshkin had somplered 316 sertics. scored
tour vicrories and been shor dows by lak onee durtng a reconnatssance
misston — he landed behind German lines bar evaded capiues. Thas did
not-scem & good hatbinger of his furure success; alchough the best
evidence of Pokryshkin's skill may have been his very sarvival: Muring
this durk period he began laying the groundwork for his later sucoedses
and also the success of the Soviet Alr Force — he spent much dme
stuelying his regiment's air encountess, and analysing irs facrics.

Like other Soviet aces who were doing the same thing, and cuiing

independentdy to similar conclusions, Pokeyshkin decided thar badh the

Air Foree s equipment and macncs
il were inferior to the cocmys. He
saon found himself in mouble for
celticising Sovier fghrer designg,
and his ourspoken views may fave
alser been the suurce of the difficul-
tes which developed berween him
and the regimicnal pavigaoor,
During the spring of 1942 16
GLAL was able Lo dispense with the
lastofits I-1533sand |- L Gawhen fur
ther Yak-18 were received. although
the regiment wis still stuck with rhe
ohsalere MiG-3: Now fving the
Yakovlev bighter, Pokryshkin began
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o increase his score, and by the end of 1942 his ally stood ar 12 kills
(inclucing eipht B 10%s) from 354 sordes,

In carly January 1943 16 GIAP was senr to 23 ZAP for an infusion of
new pilors and re-equipment with the P-39, both of which allowed it to
lorm o larger threesquadron regiment — the unic received 14 P-391-1s,
7 P-39K-1sand 11 P-390-2s, Om 8 April 16 GIAT returned o the frone
ar Krasnodar, assigned to 216 SAD, and began operations the nexr day,

Diuring April the regiment few 289 sortics wath the -39 andd 13 with
the P-0E; and was credived with 79viceories — 14 BE 109Es, 12 BE 109Fs,
43 BF109GE, 2 Faw 190As, 4 Ju 88As, | Do 217 and | Ju 87D (chese
aircralt types wete identified by reading engine number plares or other
dara whilst inspecring the remains of downed sremali).

In retrn, 16 GIAT lost 19 P-39% in combat and vwo in accidenrs, along
with 11 pilors, and ir réceived 19 P-39and four P-40Fs as replacements.
By | June its strengrh had again been reduced o 19 P-3%9s, the wnit's
overall loss of 36 fighters being evidence of the ferceness of the bartles,

April 1943 had seen Pokryshkin credived with ven BE 1095 destroved
whilst the regiment’s other great ace, Grigorii Rechkaliov, downed seven
Messerschniite fighters and a fu 88, Outscoring them both, however, was
Vadim Fadeev, who claimed 12 BF 1095 destroyed.

On Pokryshkin’s firse combiar migsion b die P39, on % April, he and
Rechkalov were both credited with B 1095 shot down: Three days later
Palersyhkin scored a double and Rechkalov enjoyed succes again oo
the former had actually claimed seven Kills o 12 April, bur he was anly
able to gain confletnarion for two of them. He was credived wirh further
victories on the 15th, 16ch and 20ch, and on the 29h he socceeded in
shooring down four BE 1049 in a single sorte.

Mokeyshiin was awarded the HSU on 24 ."'n.pll‘”1 and k'ir]'l:lrlf__‘.v-‘ﬂ his ol
-3913-2 “NWhire 13" for a new N-model (the famous White 100°), which
he flew for the rest of the war. He was promated 1o major the following
month, having been CO of his unit since carly 1943,

And jost as things were going well for the ace, his career wis slmost
terminated by the régiment’s commander (and former navigator), Zacy,
Relarions berween the two had deteriorated throughour 1942, and in mid
1943 he ok measures m have Pokrshlkin expelled from the regiment,
stripped of his HSU and hauled befiore s tribunal. After somie considerable
difficulty, 16 GIAP's kommissarwas able to clear Pokryshkin's name and
repuTaTion, and he was awarded his second HSU on 24 August fior
completing 433 sorties and scoring 30 inrelivicual kills.

Undeterred by Zaev's political machinagions, Pokryshkin had been
busy developing and perfecting his new metics duning the spring and
sumemer ol 1943, The old pre-war tacue of flying in formarions of threes
and sixes, either in line abrease or in 2 V', and then ngidly maintiming
formacion rhroughour any aerial bacde which ensued, had proven
obsilere. Seeing the ellectivencss of the enemy’s open formations,
Pokryshkin reduced the size of his flights to four Aghters, which he
splivinto clemenes of rwo, Hawever, he still made sure that the wingman
was briefed o the importance of mainining farmation with his leader.

Dhuring the summer Pokeyshkin inrroduced the *Kuban Smirs” mictic,
in which the srike flight Aying e a lower alutade would be covered by
anather flight behind i and ae 2 higher aldtude, ready o surprise any

The Father of Soviet fighter aviation,
Alpksandr Pokryzhkin poses with his
various decorations in this official
portrait, taken soon after VE-Day




Ranking P-3% ace Grigoril Rechkalov
poses with hia two HSUs in oither
July or August 1944, The pilot
standing on the wing of the ace's
Kobra also wears a single HSU, but
he remains unidentified (via Kulikowvi

enemy fighters that might oy 1o bownee it And this second flichr would
invur be covered by irsown flight higher sqll,

Pokryshkin aleo came 1o prefer the diving arrack (again a favoutie of
the Lufrwalfe) instcad of the classic wrning battle or head-on assaulr,
Thiscalled for o surprise atrack 1o be made from higher alitode, divimgas
high speed. Once close i the enemy; the pilor would open firc and then
dive away. Lsing the momenmm of the dive; be would zoom climb back
up w-a higher glomde and repear the arrack i necessary. Pokryshkin
sumnred this ractic up in his own Simous shomhand, Svsoa-shores:
manevr-ogon’ (height-speed-manoeuvre-fire).

His wacuics came to be generally adopred by the Soviet Alr Force, and
the “Kuban Seairs’ soill proved successtul for rthe Sovier-mained MNorch
Vietnamese Peaples’ Air Force during the Viewam War. Pokryshkin also
developed the practice of ‘frec hunting', in which 16 GLAP pilots were
allowed 10 execute fighter sweeps, lovking for combar rather than being
tasked with ¢lose bomber cscorr or air cover duties typical of Red Air
Foree lighter missions untdl then. This in turn gave piloce dhe chanee to
struggle for an initiative previously denied them by their own tactics.

Inlate 1943 Pokryshikin arrended an Sth Aie Army-sporsored confersnce
concerned with the wider development and wse of free huntine; and dhis
macric gradually became popular theoughout much of the Sovier Air l'orce.
Several elite TADs were msked miainly with free hunrng, whils mest TADs
and IARs ssrabilished ' Sword Flights” composed of their best pilo, freed ol
rousting assignments @nd given hunting duties,

For Pokryshkin, one negartive fearure of the new tactic was that hewas
no longet able w get cosficmation for afl of his vicoories — be daimed 13
kills which could nor be confirmed o included in his soore.

Alrer dlearing the Kuban, Pokryshkin's dir division led the way in the
barde 1o liberate southern Ukeaine, his pilots particularly dissinguiching
themselves in the September batde for the Donbas region and the
liberapion of Marupal, At the end of 1943 16 GIAP and 9 GIAT) were
withdrawn e reserve for a penod of rese and reconsomooen.

The grear rival ro “Sasha’ Polerpshking dhe tp-scoring Airacohra pilot
ard the third-ranking allied ace was Grigoril "Grishs” Rechibalov, whom
doctoss repeatedly fodwade 1o fiy! After joining the miliciry and
complering his rraining, Rechkaloy wis excluded From Hyinghy a medical

board because of his colowr blindness

and farsighredness. llowever, with
tte approach of war in 1941, such
vision questions suddenly  seemed
less importane, and in June he found
himusell’ flying 1-1535 and' 1-16s on
the-South-western Frone. Rechkaloy
soored two kills, bur wus also sho
down and forced o endure thre

aperations and several months in his

pital. after which doctors again fos
bade him from flying.

Numerous appeals, severe Soviet
losses amdd some flving demonsir-

tions by Rechkaloy himself eventually
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saw him return 1o the frong in the
summer of 1942 when he was
assigned 10 16 GIAP, He scored 4
few more vicrories with the Yak-1,
but only truly foond his: mark in
April 1943 afrer the regiment had
re-cquipped with the P-39. Along
with Poknshking he shot down a
BF 109 during 16 GLATs firse Kobr
sortie on 4 April, and by month-end
he had scored el victortes and
been promoted to senior licurenant.
On 24 Mav Rechkalov received
the HSL! for 194 sorries and 12 indi-
vidual and 2 shared kills, and in June
he beeame commander of 16 GIATS Tar Sgn. Cluming two Ju 52/3ms
and a Romanian Saveia Z.501 Qyimg-boa over the Black Sea during rhe
antumn of 1943, Rechkalov conrinued his scoring ran into 14944,
Sharing the limehghe ar 16 GLIAT in 1943 with the likes of Rechbaloy
aured Poberyshikin was Vadim Fadeey, who at the rime challenged. and even
exceeded; the accomplishments of his fellow aces. He was known across
the frone oz Boroda (“The Beird'), @ nickiiune he himself used on che
ridio
Fadeev had begun the war as 4 senior sergennt flying the [-16 on the

the source of this sebriquer was his long, uncur chin whiskers.

Southern Front, and he quickly distinguished himsell by his bold serafing
attaieks, which saw him fly lower than anyone else

It was during the course of onc such attack on an artillery position
during the hattle for Rostov-on-Den in November 1941 that the engine
in Fudeey's fgluer was damaged by shrapnel from an exploding
ammunition dump. Turning for home, he belly-landed his 1-16 in no-
mian s band. With bullers flving all around him, Fadeev jumped from the
cockpit and sprinted 1o the closest Sovicr wench: where he relayed his
latest reconnaissance and targer information o & semorarmy officer, The
bateer it rurn tangeted his guns on the German ardllery emplacement,
Fadeov also recommended an immediate counter-atcick, and when the
infintry left their trenches he unholstered his pistol and led che assauld

In December 1941 he was eransferred to 630 LAP, which was cquipped
with Kinvhawks, and in January 1942 he claimed his first kill, followed
by five more by year-end. Lage in 1942 Fadeey was posted w 16GTAD.

The ace sooi became 2 favouwrite not only with his regiment, baralong
the enrire ‘Sovier frone, his skill and boldnesy, and his good ‘nore,
becoming legendary. Ar the end of April 1943 Fadeey was promoted o
captatn, and mide CO of 16 GIAP's 3rd Sqn. He had Bown 394 missions
and scored 17 individual and 3 group kills in 43 combars.

I'he seemimgly indestrucrible Vadim Fadees was kalled in setion on
5 May 1943 when his flighr of six P- 39 was amboshed by a groupof cight
Bf 109s. Four of the German fghrers singled our the Russian ace's P-39,
and despire Fadeev’s atternpt ko counter their attacks with head-on passes,
lie was boxed Tn (rom all sides and his aiecraft waz hic by a burse of fire:
wounding him in the side — the Kobra's engine was also badly damaged.
Weak from massive blood liss, Fadeev managed w belly land on the

Four well known P-39 aces pose
together for the cameara in front of
Grigorii Rechkalov's Kobra in mid
1944, They are, from left to right,
Capt Aleksandr Klubow, Maj Grigori
Rechkalov, Lt Andrei Trud and Maj
Boris Glinka. The presence of the
latter pilot wearing his major's
shoulder boards establishes that
this photograph must have been
taken betwoen oarly June, when

ha was promoted and thon moplsoed
Rechkalov as 16 GIAP commander,
and 15 July, when he was seriously
Injured baling out of hiz P-35. The
solitary Gold Star of the HSU on
Rechkalov's uniform further limits
the time period to before 1 July.
One may guess that this shot was
taken shortly after the change of
command, with the primary purpose
of the gathering baing to attes 1o
formal regimental harmony. None
of the pilots appears particularky
Jally, however! [via G F Petrov)




Alsksandr Klubov was one of the
star pilots of 16 GIAP, this formal
photo being taken soon after he had
received his lirst HSW In April 7944

| via D Maksimov)

steppe, although he was dead by the dme soldiers reached him, e was
posthumously awarded the HSU on 24 May.

Armiving av 10 GLIAP just weeks prior ro Vadim Fadeev's denise was
Alelsandr Klubow, who would ultimarely achieve even more vicoorics
than the bearded ace. Althongh he had gradvated from fyving school in
1944, Kluboy was mot sent 1o the frong unil Anguse 1942 —and then o a
vegimentstill fying obsolere 1-153s, Dhuring the course of 150 sormics he
destroyed six aircraft on the ground and four in the air, before being shot
down in Hames over Mozdok on 2 Novembier 1942 Klubov successfully
baled our, althaugh he wis badly burned and bad 1w spend months in hos-
pital — his face bore the scirs of thisincident for the test of his life,

When Klubov retumed o duty, he was promored o caprain and
assigtied to 16 GIAP as s depury squadron commander. He soon made an
impression, One notable nilssion took place on 15 Aogust 1943 when
his flight of six P-39s found two Fw 189 ‘Ramas’ (Rama is Russian
for window frame, which was the pilows’ nickname [or thix mose-hared
aircrate) with four Bf 10% escorts. Splicting his forces to arcack from bods
sides, Klubov and his pilors downed boch "Ramas” for ne losses,

By carly Seprember 1943 Aleksandr Klubov had Bown 310 sorties and
scoreel 14 individual and 19 shared kills: Receiving the 1SU an 13 April
1944, i the spring of thae year e was appointed CO of the 3rd Sqn.and
later that year named regimental depury commander for dir gunnery.

One of Klubov's nowble serfal combats ¢ame on 29 May whea his
lurmation oF eight P-39 intercepred a [ormaion of Ju 88, Tn their initial
artack his group shot down rwo bombers, and then, when the escomis
intervened, the ace destroyved a BI 109. The nesr day his flight met nine
Ju 875, escorted by ren BE 1095, and Klubov dowried the leader of the
Smka formarion, thus dismpring the amack. His own aircraft was
damaged by one ofthe BF 1095, however, and he only just made it back ro
base. During the subsequent fighting in the Jassy-Kishinev operanon,
Klubow scoved 13 kills in & week: miluding two Ju §7s on 16 July.

Having survived 457 missions, and seored 31 individual and 19 shared
victories, Aleksindr Klubov lose his life in a landing sccident while
converrting from the P-39 b6 the [a-7 on | November 1944, He was
posthumonshy awirded a second HSU ont 27 June 1943,

O 2 May 1944 9 GIAD, now led by Col Pokryshkin, returned 1o the
front and joined in the action leading up vo the Jassy- Kishiney campaiign.
which destroyed Germany's southern front and knocked Romanis oot ol
the war, Following this comprehensive victory, 9 GIAP transferred norch
tor the Lyov -Sandémir operasion, and Fnally che invasion of Germany

Pukryshkin now had the adminiseanve and commanid responsibilites
of a divisivn commander, although he still found rnme for combar. On
18 July he scored vwo kills, followed by a high altrle reconnubssande
abreradt several days larer; The following month Pokevshikin became the
firse mctnber of the armed forees to reccive o thind HISU for comprleting
530 missions by May 1944, and scoring 53 fndividual st 6 shaped kills
i 137 combats, while at the same tme showlog outseanding beadorship

It was around this time that Pakeyshkin began s exporenoy s
pressure fromsenior commansders o have his rgghinons swap is 1 V0%
a good Soviee-buile fghiter such as the Yokt or L7, Blowever
Polerwehkin had greay affection for the Kibra, and stesdfaly refused 1o
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change, The fawr thar fellow ace Klubov had been killed fying the La-7
anly srrengthened his opinion.

Mrhough Pokryshlin was coping admirably with his new position, his
successorat 1 GIAR, Grigori Rechkalov, was nor doing so well. Shortly
alter his appoiiment, one of his piloes was killed due to the carelesness
ofa mechanic, and then on 31 May 1944 he was involved in a disastrous
harthe over Jassy, Messerschminrs succoeded ingorting beoween the strike
group led by Rechkalov and the covering group led by Klabov, and five
P-3% wore swiftly downed. 16 GIAPS CO was immedistely seeipped of
his command by Pokryshkin “for losing control, indecisiveness and lack
of Inidative’, and be was replaced by 100 GIATs Boris Glinla

Diespice his' demotion Rechkilov kept flying, and by June he had
completed 415 missions and engaged in 112 combars. His score seood ar
48 individual and 6 shared kills, and he-won his second HSU on 1 July.

I'wo weeks later, on the | 5th, Bovis Glinka was wounded in action when
he haled our of his badly damaged -39 and struck s cilplane. Breaking
his collarbone and both legs, he was unahle w rerurn ro combat bebore
war's end, so Rechkalov was made CO of L6 GLAF onee again,

Rechkalov and Pokrshkin contnued to clash, however, the lamer
believing in reamwork and military discipline, which were boh qualices
thar Rechkalov sorely lacked. Indeed, the grear ace had always been
notoerions for hes indiscipline m flight) breking formation o chase
individual viceories, and personal glory. Rechlalov was igsin relieved of
his command in Febriary 1945 and assigned o division headquareers,
where he continued to fly, but had no command responsibilites. By
VE-Day Grigorii Rechlalov had fown 450 sartics and engaged in 122
combars, dhaiming 36 individual and 6 shared vicrorics.

In February 1945 9 GIAD crowsed into Germany, the division
penetrating so far thar it could not find a suimble airfield. Pokeyshkin
solved the problem by improvising —he landed on a section of German
autobahn and decided thar it would make a good runway. The division
followed him dewn and quickly began operating from the highways,
takingspecial care to conceal its I-3%s from prying enemy reconnaissance
aircralt. This move cased copsternation amongst the Germans, wha
strugaled 1o ascermain where the Kobrus wiere Ayving fran.

Numerous low-Jevel Righss and eround reconnaissance parrols were
conductéd in order o locite Pokryshkin's base, and eventually the
aurohahn ‘aitserip’ was discovered, The Lufrwaffe immediaely launched
a series af mids on the highways, bur they sill had mooble finding the

Snr Lt Konstantin Sukhov's P-38
takes off from a German autobahn
in April 1945, Sukhov lew with

16 GIAP, and won the H5U for

22 victories, 19 of them in the

P39, Note that the insignia’s white
circle remains unpainted. Also note
the bemb aflixed to the centrefine
stores pylon (vie Vandor)

camodillaged targets. Several aircmft
were damaged, however, and one of
16 GIATs squadron COs, Capr
Tavethov, was killed on the pround.

After Rechkaloy waz made 9
GIATY s Tnspectar for Flighr Train-
ing. Ivan Babak became €O of 16
GIAP, alchough his period in charge
only bisted antil 22 April, when he
wis shior down by lak and caprured.

Pokryshkin continned  fying
wintil VE-Dlay, by which time hie hasd




commplered 630 sorties and engaged in 156 combars. He was officially
credived widy 59 individodl and & group vicrories, although he
mainrained that he acally scored 72 individual kills, induding those
which coubd noc be confirmed becanse they crashed roo firbehind enemy
lines: 1n addidon w Pokrvshkin's own victories, 30 pilos under his
command were made HSUs, with several receiving the aveard owice.
Although ranking Soviet ace lvan Kozhedub's roal of 62 individual
kills exceeds Pokryshkin's 3%, the addidonal shared victories, and his
crucial role in maining ocher aces, marks him ouras both the 'Boelcke' and

the ‘Richtholen® of the Sovier Air Force.

27 IAP

Yet another repiment to re-equip with the -39 in 1943 was 27 1AP,
which had spent the fitst vear of thee war assigned w the Moseow PVO)
district. In the summier of 1942 irwas sear o the Stalingrad Frone, and in

the spring of 1943 the unit converted to the P-3% and was assigned o
205 ALY —an 8 Olcrober 194% it was redesignated 129 GIAP.

It commander from April 1943 was one of the greatest, bue least
known, Sovier aces, Viadimir Bobrov. He flew 451 sorties and scored a
toral of 30 individual and 20 shared vicrories, plus rwio Me 2626 destroyed
on the ground. Bebrov had also foughr in the Spanish Civil War, flving
126 sorties-and claiming 13 individudl and 4 shared kills.

He had scored his first vicrory of World War 2 on the opening day of
Oyperatiom Barbaresa and his last on the Anal day of the conflicr, and of
the novice fighter pilors Bobroy wained beeween Tune 1947 and My
1945, 31 of them won the HSU. For some reason lie never petsonully
received the HSL, or any of the other official awards thar fell copiously 1o
other, lesser Sovier aces. Whatever the nature of Bobrov's problem,
whether it was “political’ or a blunr and ouspoken manner, he scems 1o
have made enemies ofmen in power—and with long memaories, Theace's
offence seems not o have happened wnril tater it the war, beciuise after
carly combar in 194142, followed by a break for staff teaining, the
veteran uce was appointed commander of 27 [ADP an 4 April 1943,

The regiment distinguished el ar Korsk and In the subsedguent
Belgorod-Kharkov offensive, scoring 55 vicraries. Ina grpical mission for
this period, on 6 July, Bobrov led ten P-395 o intereepr a group of 27
fu 875 and 12 BF 1095, In the ensuing Ophr, the Sovier palos suceessfully
repelled the riders, and cach daimed o kill apicce, while suffering no
losses themselves. At the beginning of 1944, for no discernible reason,
Bobrov was semoved from command of his regiment,

Surviving members-of 27 LA remember him as a sood £0; as well as
an excellent pilos and affable characrer, It seemsalmaost cermain thar high-
ranking milicary officials beld an animus asains b, which seems m
have followed his career.

Ax was typical in the Sovier Union during this period.a man removed
from a command position became lnfections’, dnd nobody would
approach him ar offer bim a new military assiznment. Only Polayshlkin,
wheo was acquainted with Bubmov omly viaasrial sadio ramsmissons and
repuration, had the arenpth of characrer and perional suthority
welcome him intm his division, He made him CO of 184 GLAY in May,

aned Bobrov demonstrated that the rrast was well placed.

Lt Col lvan Lyubimow was
commander of 17 GIAP-ChF in late
1943, and in October of that year

ho was made CO of 4 1AD-ChF. He
flew 115 missions and scored ten
wietories, four of theimn in P-33s. AN
of Lyubimow's Kobra kills came after
he had recovered from losing & leg
earfier in the war (vis G F Petrov)
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His greatest day came in Scprember, when he and his wingman
attacked a formation of He 1113, shooting down three bombers apiece,
Srill flying 2 P-3% arwar's enud, Bobiow™s fnal vicoory came on 9 May 1945
over Crechuslovakia. Nominated for the HSU during the Gnal months of
the contlicr, dhe ace wis denied the award both by Chicf Marshal Novikoy
and, same vears later, by Chief Marshal Vershinin: Whagever Viadimir
Bobrenws offence, irlefta lomg memory. In 197 | he died inobscurity, bt
an 20 March 1991 hisexploits were recognised by President Boris Yelsin
when the ace became one of the lust people to receive the HSLL

Nikolai Gulaey was another oustanding Airacobra ace who served
initially under Bobrov in 27 TAT. Arthe begmning of the war hie had been
assigned o an air defence regiment sitwated away from the frome, and he
s 1o action unnl Aprdl 1942, On one secasion he ook off withows
orders during a night taid, and by moonlight downed an He 111, In
Fehruary 1943 Gulaev completed a course for Hlight communders and
wis seni 1o 27 TAD, where he soon established his reputation.

By June 1943 he was a senior lieusenane and a depury squadron
commuarnder, having scored 16 individual and 2 shared kills in 95
misstons, One of these vicwrnies was by fanan on 14 May 1943, Gulaey
intercepred a formation of Stukasand downed the lead aireraft, Amacking
asecond dive-bomber. he managed w silence the resr guniner but theri ran
our of smunition, so he dosed in and rammied the Ju 87 with his wing.
His owiraircraft was so badly damaged that he too hadl v baled our,

Gialaew particularly distinguished himisell in the Battle of Kursk, and
on the opening day of this pivoral clash (3 July) he flew six sorties and shot
down four aircrafe. On the Gih he destroved an Fw 190, on the 7dh g
Tu 87 asan ndividial vicrory and an Fw 159 and Hs 126 as group kills,
on the Bth g Bl 109 ind om the 9th rwo bombers over Belgorod, ane of
them by raran. Three days lacer Gulaey was made €O of the 2nd Sqn.

The regiment then withdrew in order o re-equip with new T34,
before retwmning e the front in August. On the 9th Gulaey downed a
Ju T, followed by a Ju 88 owo days laterand & pair of BE 1045 0n the 1 2ch.
This scoring run broughe him the HSU on 28 Seprember, n January-
February 1944 he llew in sipport of the barde for Kirovograd, and then
the Korsun-Shevehenkovskil operadon. In March Gulaev enjoved leve
at iame, but he returned in April and claimed wen kills in two weeks.

blis first victories during this period came on the | 8th when he downed
two Ju 875 and 4 BF 109 while providing aerial cover for grosind forces-in
the Shers region, Fxactly one week laror Gulaey shot down four Fw 190s
in a single combat oyver Dubosary, his wingman claiming two kills
idoring the same mission. Four other members of his formarion also
destroved another Fve Fw 1905, all wichour loss.

On 30 May Gulsev agin downed four aireraft when he destroyed an
Hzs 126, a Ju 87 and owe Bf 1095, However, it his lase sorte ofthe day he
was wounded in the leg, and the ace only just made it back 1o base — the
rermaining five members of his formition were all Jost, with onc being
killed and one posted missing. A brief stav in hospital ensued, but he soon
reruriied 1o his regiment, and on 1 foly 1944 he wias awarded his second
H5U for having scored a further 42 individual and 3 shared victories,

By Augnse Culaey had been promoted 10 major, and he downed
Fw 1905 an the 10th, 11¢h and 12¢h of thar month, Forry-cight houes




The pilot in this photograph

has boen identilied as being Capt
Dimitrii Zyuzin, who served with

11 GIAP-ChF for much aof the war,

A weteran of 535 missions, he scored
15 victories and duly received the
HELL In August 1845 Tyuzin alsa
briefly sow action in the war against
Japan [via Kulikow

later he lought his last aerial barde. While Hying with & tnoviee on his
wing, Guliev was bounced by German fighters and badly shot up.
Althoogh wounded ver apain, he tuened into his opponents and shot
down twa of them belfore breaking off and escaping; Crash Janding back
ar hisairficld, the ace was roshed o hospiral, alrhough on this occasion bie
did por recover in time o rerum o operations belore hostilines had
enided. These final kills raised his wotal o 57 individual and 3 shared
vicrerics, including no bess than 4 by taraw.

9 GIAP

9 GIAP, which recelved Kadrarin Angrirst, was known as “the Resimene of
Aves', andd ir was the one outfit in the Sovier Afr Force whisse renown
almost matched 76 GIAP, afrer whom o mnked third in order ol
sccomplishments with 538 victories.

The regiment had begun the war as 69 IAP, equipped with the I-16;
and it had distinguished el in the defence of Odessz and soudern
Ukraine. Awarded its Guards number on 7 March 1942, the ICZiment
buzed swarchied ro LalzG-3s and Yak-Is dwing the course of the vear. Tn
Orcrober 1942 % GIAP had been reorganised as an elite regiment manned
by handpicked aces, all of whivm had been transterred in from other unirs
within the 8ch Air Armv! Pilots wore assigried to 9 GIAD "on probanon’,
and those who did nor prove themselves by scoring vicrories in the fist
two werks, or whoo otherwise failed 1o meet the commanders standards,
were sent to other regiments, where thoy generally proved themselves very
sOperior - justnot quite superior enouph forthe 9 GLAP!

In August 1943 this clite fepiment was re-ejuipped wirh the P-39L,
amongst ather variants, although it subsequently few the Koo for juse
en months. In July 1944 9 GIAP was withdrawn from the front o
convert o the new La-7, and thus become one af the few uriits ro acmally
replace its P-34% with another fighter type:

Because 9 GIAP [lew the P-39 for a relatively bricf period of dmic, i
most famous aces are all associaved with the Yik-1 and T2-7. However,
three names must be brictly mendoned - Sulian Amer-Khan, Alekses
Alebyukhin and Viadimir Lavrinenkowv.

Sulin’ Amer-Khan had flown Hurdcanes and Yak-14 prioT
converting to the P-39. While flying the later he claimed & mdividoal
and & shared kills (out of a woal of 30 individual and 19 sharcd wicrarics)
including an Fw 190 which crashed near his home wwn.

Aleksei Alelyukhin Aew with the regiment from the stare of the war
and by Victory Day he was 9 GIADs depury commander, with owo
H5s, 40 individual and 17 shared kills oo his credin. Althongh it is
impossible to apporton b vicrories amongse the aireraft be flew, i
appears that Alelyuldhin seored st least 17 individual victories in the P39,

Wiadimir Lavrinenkovhad already claiined 22 Individeal and 171 shared
victories iy the time he mansidoned w the P39, Within days ol
returning to the frone in Aupusr 1943 he had shor down theee more
Cierman gircrafr. However, on the 24th of dhat mosh Taviinenkay
rammed an Fw 189 over the Frontlines and spent o period of tme 25 2
prisgner, before cscapine back w his unit. He rerurned o the air in
Ourober, and by war's end had scored 36 individual and 17 shared

victories, of which 17 individual kills were daimed in dhe -39,
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OTHER LEND-LEASE

FIGHTERS

Brinsh
gavernment was ar lase able

¥ lare 1942 the

toy supply the Soviess with
examples of the oft-requested Spic- |
fire, the first shipment of Mk Vs
artiving in Iran in January 1943
Diuring the course of the year, some
150 Mk Vs were handed over. plusa
further 50 nim-dirworthy airlrames
thatwere broken up for sparcs.

The first regiment o receive
Mk Vs was 57 GIAP, which had bepn the war 1o the Transcaicisus, and
only joined the fishting in May 1942. Led by Maj Alcksandr Osipoy, it
v 1-16% in combat from the Crimea to Stalingrad. While Byimg Polikar-
povs. the regiment produced just twia aces, namely iheir GO Maj
Osipov, who had scored four individisal and two shared vicrorics, and Sor
Lt Sérpei Ararov, who claimed seven individual and eighe shared kills,

Following the suceesdul delence of Stalingrad, the repiment wacsent w
25 ZAP o rebuild with new fighters and pilos. Redesionared 57 GLAP
un B February 1943, the regiment received Spitlire ME Vs prior o
returning to the Notth Caucasus Frontin April 1943 with 216 5AD.

I'his division was also introducing 16 GIAF's P-39s into combar at the
samie fimie; and 1t fared rather betrer in action than 57 GIAP. From the
moment the larer regiment returned 1o the froncie suffered losses, While
the Spitfire had good performance and manoeoveabiliny, ir was mose
lekely (o encounter the BE 109G, rather than the alder BE T09F, and the
Crastates were being flown by somme of the best Germuan Jagipruppensich
as LLLIJG 52, at the height of their powers. To make marrers worse, the
Spithire was an onfamiliar tepe for the Rassians, and 57 GIAD lost a

nuinber of ivs fishoers when they were mistakenly downed by other VVS

This Spitfire Mk VB was deliverad to
the Soviet Union an 11 January
1943, and was assigned to 57 GIAP
and operated over the Morth
Caucasus (vie G F Petravi

Spitfire Mk VB EP366, was delivered
on 1 March 1943, Unforfunately,

it is impossible to determine the
regiment to which it was sssigned
|wia G F Petrovl

fighrers and commumist Hak.

The Spuehire's vareow kanding gear
also proved to be wo fragile when
subjecred ro ummproved Soviet land-

ing fields and the rough bandling of

many Russian pilos. As carly as July
1943 the rpment passed on s
survivinig, Spitfires wr 821 [AD and
begian rerinming on the P-390).
although the unit'ys pilos seém
lave distinguisled themigelves with

the Kebnrscarcely more,




The mast suceessful VVE Spitfire Mk V pilorwas Sor L Sergei Azarov,
whose toral of seven individual and eipht shared vicrotics may. have
included a fow kills with the British fighter — 57 GIAT barely scored 12
kills with the aircraft in rozal.

Azarov's final strrie with the Spidfire Mk V came on 8 May 1943,
when, in the immediate sliermarh of his squadren commander being
shot down over German rerritory, he Hew low o provide cover tor hisCO
a5 he descended in ns parachure. Azarov's aircrafr was then also hie by
enemy ground fire and ser alight. The ace manuged 1o reach fricndly
rersicory bebore crash-landing, but he iied of his wounds two days farer,
Azarov was duly swarded o posthumous HSTI

821 AP operated 57 GIAP's cwsr-off Spitfire Mk Vs over the North
Cavcasus and the Blue Line only antl Seprember 1943, when it mo
switched 1o P-3% after having accomplished even less of note with the
arrgrate, 117 and 267 1ADPs (hoth of 236 TADY) also briefly flew ‘Hpirﬁtc
Mk Vs over the North Caucasus in 1943, again withous distincrion,
before mansitioning 1 Yak Aghrers.

Yet another unit o enjoy litle success with the Spitfire Mk V was 16
AP of 320 TAD-PVCY, operating in the Moscow Air Defonce Zone: [t
failure ro distinguish itself may be blamed lessan the aircraft, or the pilos,
andd artribured o the face thae by mid 1943 the regiment seldom
encounered serious air conibat,

Air interception duty proved to-be the VVS's preferred use for the
Sputfire, since PVO unis prowcred fixed locations and flew from
developed aichields thar were less Likely 1w inflicr damage on the Brinsh
fighter's frapile hudiug gear. Also, Spitfires had che ysual lend-lesse
vittues of a superior radio and beser fighr instruments when comparcd
with home grown types, and this made the aircraft perfectly suited to the
Sowiet system of directing inrerceptors by ground conerol radio vecroring,
Finally, while high altitude peclormance was not so useful tor supporting
the troops. it was cssenrial for wying o intercepr high-alurde
reconnaissance inhilerarors whio were the PV biggest concern from
1943 omwards.

7 IAP-ChF of the Black Sea Fleet abso isied @ fow Spitfire Mk ¥+ in
1943, bur evidently nov v any great extene. Indeed, the unic's main
activity was experimenting with launching rhe aircraft from catapulral

Irom Februdry 19494, the Sovier

Lt Col Vasilii Matsievich was CO of
26 GIAP |via G F Petrov)

These pilots are posing in front of a

Spitfire Mk IX probably in May 1945

About half of them are wearing the
Guards badge on their tunics,
indicating that this is a Guards
regiment (via G F Petrov

began to receive Spithee Mk [Xs
Toseals for this aircraft appear wo have
been 190 LF IXCk, 989 LE IXEs
and 2 HE IXEs, with the latrer
being wed primarily for Qight tese-
ing. These Spittires included both
chipped and regulsr wing varianss,
and they served with a dogen PV
INfeTCCpror  refriinenis - that  were
mitastly-hasied well oucof range of the
frontlite. 26 and 27 GIAPs did see
combar with the Spithre Mk LX,
however, both a5 pan of the
Leningrad Air Defence system.
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26 GTAT had previoushe flown | lorricancs and Tomahawlks, as well us
a variety ol Soviet lighters, and was one of the first regiments o receive
Spidfire Mk X5 in the wake of thelr delivery.

The regiment commiander was 3 -year-old Lt Col Vasilii Matsievich,
who by 1944 was one of the VVE's 'old men’, having been a pilor for cight
vears. He saw acvion during the Seprember 1939 invasion of edsern
Poland and rthe Finnish War of 193940, and by June 1941 he waz an
experienced squadron deputy eommander within 26 AP, which was in
rurn part of the Loningrad PVO svsrem. Marsievich's segiment flew the
116 both day and might, and he scored his firse viceory during a nocrurmal
interception on 25 Quober 1941, He continued o fly divdnighe
missiens over the coming months, conduceing both ground strafing ax
well as interceprions.

On 21 November 1942 Misicvich’s  régiment was given the
designation 26 GIAL in one of the very few instances where 3 unit
retained its original numberafier being awarded Guards seatus,

By February 1943, Matsievich had Qown 196 nussions and scored 16
inclryrdual and & shared kills; and also been shordown ar leass iwice. He
received the HSU on 14 Febnmry 1943 and was promored o major
shortly afterwards. Later that same year he was promoted again, w
hieurenant colopel, and made regiment commander,

Masievich was known to be sumething of a perfectionise, who had a
particalar interest in acrial tactics. He was also 2 wlented planise. After
raking command of the regiment, Marsievich scored at least two more
victories, perhaps llying the Humicane, which had replaced the 1-16 for
night missions, From 1944 he Jew the Spidire Mk TX, and may have
incressed his sonre further barding German unirs which dung on in the
Lentiigrad regiun longer than i the rest of the US5R.

26 GIAIs other ourstanding pilor was Nikolai Sheherbing, who, like
Marsievich, was ilsoa pre-war aviator. He too bepan the wir seeving with
the regiment, and remnained with the unir For the entire conflicr. Hewasa
skilled pilot, having been one of the first to master the difficuls MiG-3.
Tndeed, on 29 Aupnst 1941 he managed o score three victories with it

By 1944 Sheherbing had been promoted o caprain and made
regimental chicf navigaror. ble had complered 424 sorties, 120 of them ar
niglt, aned scored 17 victories; 3 of them at nighe, in 51 aerial combas.
Sheherbing had also destroyed 12 uireraft on the ground by steafing,
Although derails are kacking, it is likely thar he scored ar ledst vwo of his
kills iny Spichires. On 24 Augusr 1944 Sheherbina was awarded the HSU,

27 GIAP, which had been 123 [AP prior to 21 November 1943,
also included an oumstanding pilor
within its ranks i the form of Alek-
sandr Karpov, who had been a

member of the regiment from the

start of the war. He was unusual in
rhar his wingman, treni Delyaey, was
as talenred as e and they would
regubardy swap the role of pair leader.
Only in July 1943 was chis team
broken up when horh pilors were
shot down dwing a cdash with a

An unidentified Russian Spithire
pilot from 26 GIAP stands alongside
his aircraft. The location of the
Guards badge behind the cabin
seems to have baen peculiar to this
unit [wis G F Petrovl

Spitfire LF IX NMJB58 was handed
owver to the Soviet Union al Basrah
on 6 May 1944 |via G F Petrov)




superivr force of Bf 109, Belyaev
was killed, but enly afier Karpov
had shor down two entmy Aghiers
and was trying 1o ram a third when
the tail of his fighter was complerely
shor ofk

By August 1943 Karpov was 2
capiain, and a squadron comiman-
der. He was awarded his firsc HSL
for 16 individual and 7 shared vieto-
rics scored in 370 sortes and 87
combars. By lunc 1944, Karpov had
fown anather 51 sorties and scored
wen more kills in seven cenlbyats, for
which he received his second HSU
ot 22 August,

Diuring the lare summer of 1944
it became 27 GIAP's turn to receive
Spitfire Mk IXs, and perhaps two of those kills credited w0 Karpov were
scored in the Bridsh figlter. Tt is certain thar he was flvinga Spidire when
he shiot down an Fw 190 over Estonia on 19 September.

On 20 Ocrober 1944 Karpov was pussuing a German reconnaisance
aireraft at high aldtude when the oxygen apparatus in his aireraly failed;
He lost conscipusness and crashed 1o earth. By thar ime Karpoy had
fiown 519 sorries and engaged in 130 acrial combas, daiming a torl
seore of 30 individual and 7 shared vicrories,

At war's end 946 Spitfircs (mainly Mk TXs) rernained in service with
PV fighter regiments, bur these were soon replaced.

— MusTaNGS AND THUNDERBOLTS————

In May 1942 the Brivsh serr four Mustang Is to the Soviet Union for
evaluarion, and the following sutamn three of these aircralt were issed
to 5 GEAT for field testing, They were brielly Nown by leading aces Vitalii
Pophov and Vasili Zaisev whilst with the regiment, but neither pilor
seems to have scored any victoties on the type,

Three P=4713-1 0 were delivered across the AlSih Trace in 1943, Thise
were followed in 1944 by 100 Pe470-22-REsand 100 P-470-27-REs,
shipped via Iran — 194 Thunderboles actually made iv to the USSR

(e again, a fighier beloved by

irswestern pilots found little vour

with the commumists. Famed tes
pilot Mark Gallay, whe flew both
fighrers (scoring ar least ten Lills)
and 'e-2 bombers in operational
rests at the front, commented:

“I'he P-47 Thunderbolt s ot a
lighter. Tris bigper and heavier than
our sandard frontl bomber {the
Pe-2) and has a longer ramge. Tt
carrigy mowe bombs and 5 move
heavily armed.”

Twao unidentified pilots receive a
last minute briefing prior 1o flying
& sorthe in & hwo-seat Spitfire Mk X
{wia G F Potrovl

A Political Education session

= sean underway at a Spitfire Mk 1X
regiment in mid 1544

[wvia G F Petrov
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CHAPTER FU

While this might sound like
praise 1o g Westerner, it was not moa
Russian, V¥5 fighter piloms flew ar

lower altirudes and EJ"lF‘l asized hor

tznntal and dimbing manocurvrabil
iy, The Thunderbolt's strength in
power dives was no benefit at all f

pilots who wsually: operated ITl?i'}“'

F000 metres,

d GNge WwWas not a

TREAJOr CONCermn
Clipped wing Spitfire LF 1X SMBZ2 Perhaps becanse of its range, and irs load-carryving ability, the P
wits deltvered on 6 January 1945, ned o the Maval Air Begimier

and was photographed during e i 1 L Ly .
NILVVS testing (via G F Petravi Fleer. 2 GIAP-5F (Boris Safonov’s old regiment) received some P-47s, as

WIEES a5

|.1JLJ|'-J.'i|x of the Northern

did 255 LAP-5F, and both units flew a |L!1|T||1-:r of anti-shipping strikes

ilong the Fin

h-Norwegian coastline during 1945, However, there

L 5 moinformaton o suggest any

notable results, or any derial com

av. A few more Thunderbalis were
1||--|-:.r d 1o 15 ORAP-KBF, which
flew a pumber of reconnaissance
sortics over the Baltic, also withow
significant resules:

The last fighter provided w che

Sovier Lnion in significant

wis the P-63ANC Kingeobid, 2421

LEAT LY

of which were supplied from June

1944 — 2400 arrrved via the AlSih

The VVS's first Thunderbolt, this
P-47D-10-RE was delivered in late
1843 and sent to the NI-VVS for
1.::1ing in earty 1944, It was paid for
by the Krights of Pythias fratermal conspired against the P-63 1o the point where very few aireraft had arrived
lodge [via G F Petrowv) ar the fronr in time to cee actior

Frace. Much mythology surrounds the combar careces of these aircraft,

Fhe face is char the sheer length of the AlSih Trace, the shor daylighr

hours in the north, and i rendency 1o doract poor flying weather, all

ginst the Germans prior to VE-Day.

Soimie 36 P-635 had indeed been delivered wo Pokryshkin's 9 GIAD in

early May 1945, bur with the division engaged in the final barde around

| Berlin and the Lufrwaffe already bearen, units were too busy fiving

ground support and blockade missions to undertake a conversion oneo

Bno of the 100 P-470-27-REs sent the new lighter. The P-63s were duly parked undl after the final

to the Soviet Union in late 1544 surrender. Regiments within 5 GIAD, which also began to receive P-63s
ivia B F Petrov) at the same time, did exactly the same thing,

Another FRcor delaving che

I i
A drmivar al Il!l.' front wis the

facr that a number of PV fighter
regiments in the rear re-equipped
with the Kir

nificant number were rerained in

ra first, and a sip-

the Far East for the coming war
apainst fapan.
From the spring of 1945, the VWS

had bepun o redeploy  units of

ground and sr lorces o the Far

Easr, Litde is known abour the




process, bur we do know that when
17 AP was sent o the Far East, it
abandoned ies P-395 in rthe wesrand
teavelled east by train. Upon arrival
in the |'ransbaikal Military Districe,
the unit received] new P-63s, with
which they went to war in August
1945, Also equipping with the P-G3
war 245 TADY of the Transhaikal’s
12 Air Army. The owo regtiments of
this division — 781 and 940 [APs

had spent the war keeping a warch-
ful eye on Japan whilst operating
obsolere Aghrer types; and they des

perately needed somerhing new.

O ehe Kamehatka Peninsula, 888 TAP had traded in s 1-16s (the last
in Sovier service) for 635 in August 1945, Cerrainly, other eastern
repiments, as yet unidentified, also receved the 63,

The Sovier attack on fapan, codenamed Operation Augnee Starm,
began on 9 August 1945 and lasted barely a weel agains Japanése forces
already starved of fuel and other resources. The T'ranshaikal Front's drive
inm Manchuria was opposed by pardicalacdy weak opposition, and only
one known acrial combar was recorded,

On 13 Aogust Capr Vyacheslay Sirotin and his wingman, Jnr Lo | |
Miroshnichenko, of 17 AP were parrolling in their new P-63s. Sirotn
was a vereran ace who had flown P-39s (amongst ather fighter rypes)
against the Germans, and had scored 26 vicrories during more than 300
sortics; for which he had received the HSU in 1945, Hix wingman
appesrs 1o have been a novice, however. Sporting ewo specks ax low level
in the distance, they quickly identified two Japanese fighters — either
Ki-43 ‘Oscars’ or Ki-27 "Nages' ~ which were hoping 1o anack Soviet
transpart aircraft: The P-63 pilors instead made short work of the enemy
aircrafe, Sirotin allowing his wingman to make the kill. Mirashnichenko
succeeded in shooting down one of the Japanese lighters, but the ather
machine excaped at trectop heighr,

During the brief war with Tapan, the Pacific Ocean Fleer air units were

alzo acnve, armc

ing enemy shipping and providing air cover and support
for their own amphibious opera-
tiotis in the Sakhalin Islands. One of
these units was 6 IAP-TOF {Pacific
Ohcean Fleet), which had converred
from - 16s to P-63s just prior 1o the
declaration of war with Japan,
Although derails are scarce, Sovier
sources report thar ewo pilots from
this regiment — V G Cherepnin and
Lt Aleksei Goltvenko — broughe
down airceaft by ramming them,
Borh men baled our and were ros-
cued, with Lt Golovenko heing

awarded the HSU for his acdons.

A G Kochetkow poses in P-83A-10
47-58938 prior to departing on a
test flight from the Bell factory

on 28 April 1844, The white X was
for anrial ohsarvation of the aircraft.
Soon after taking off. the fighter
broke up while performing high-3
manoausres, but Kochetkoy was
able to escape by parachute

[via G F Petrowvi

This P-63A is something of a
mysiery machine, as the white ball
ower the exhaust stubs is probably a
test marking. but the nose numbers
auggest an operational wnil

|viat G F Petrov)
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CHAPTER FOUR

One final lend-lease airceaft thac
should be mentioned for irs fleeting
usc a5 4 figheet by the Soviews is the
Diaglas A-200, During the war the
USSR recerved abour 3000 exam-
ples of the twin-cogined bomber,
meluding &l the major variants
from the DB-7 through 1o the
A-20]; and, in paceicular, 1441
Ce-mindels of various subtypes,

The grear mujority of these air-
craft were used as froncalfworpedo

bombers or as reconnaissance plar-

Forms. However, o small anmber of
naval pilors used their A-20G-1s as fighters toa, employing rhe
bomber’s considerable armament against whatever German aireralt
happened o stray across the nose of the Douglas twin. Indeed, the
A-20% four 20 mm cannon and two machine guns were devastating
against flymg-boats and Ju 32/3m cranspores which were eontinely
encountered on the Northern Fronr,

A handful of pilots even artained ace status in the A-206, induding
lvan Shamanov. An old man in comparison with his contemporardes in
| GMTAP-KBF (Guards Mine Torpedo Regiment - Balric Fleer), he had
complered Aying training in 1928, and had ejoyed a pre-war careerasan
airling pilor, prior 1w returning to the military in 1941, By Seprember
1943 Shamanoy had Hown 129 sorties and been credived with sinking
fonur enemy rransport vessels and shooting down éight aircrale, for which
hie was awarded the HSU on 22 |anuary 1944,

Adew other A-20G- s were modified as nightfighrers for two regimenes
assigned ro Long Range Aviation. In Seprember 1943 173 BAT (Bomber
Aviation Regiment} converted from the Pe-2 o the A-20G-1 and was
redesignated 112 AP-ON (Air Regiment - Special Purposel, followed by
45 BAP, which became |13 AP-ON the fu“u‘-\"llllg, month. These twao
repiments were grouped inte 56 AD (Aviadon Division), with their
mission being eo fly as inuders over German teritory and arrack enemy
bombers. mghfighrers and airfields,

O W) January 1944 the two regimenrs were both given Guards searus
a5 26 and 27 GAPL-DDs (Guands Air Regirnent - Long Range Fighrer).
Muosr of their A-200s wore ficed with primitive Soviet airhomme radar
(Gangis-3) and spored numerous long aerials and antennac all over che
wings and fuselage. A number of others were modified instead m carry a
special gun pack installed in the bomb-bay which fearnred two 20 nun
cannon and two 12.7 mm machine guns thatcould be rotated downward
aranangie for ground strafing.

Mast of the regiments” time was spent oaining, so selatively few sortes
werd flown; and they seemed 1o enjoy little success, leappears that by the
end of the war boch units had managed 1o engage in only 13 aerial
comnbacs, and a Capr Kazanov had shot down owo He 111s and a Lo
Shesterikov a DFS 230 gider!

I'hese resule hardly scom o have justified dhe diverson of such effors
o mixlify the A-20Gs for nocrurnal usc.

A very rare shot of an operational
P-B3C-5 coming in to land. Photos
of Soviet Kingeobras in frontline
service are virtually non-existent
lvia G F Petrovi




APPENDICES

Fighter Regiments that used Lend-Lease Aircraft

Hurricane Regiments

16, WG, 266, 3086 (629 B4 (TRAL 4. 835, 48, 7, 145 147, 152, 157, 179, 160, 197, 195, 197, 246, 264, 383, 429, 434
435 436, 438 430 441, 4A5 ARG 4B8. L7727 BOS EZ8. 631, 728, 729730, 736, 744 760, 7RV, 768, 769, 773, THY, HOP
814, 876, B33 B35, B37, B19, 741, BSE, G0A, 910, 933, 934 036, 964, 066 087 9R3 17 GEhAP, 2G-5F (T2 SAP-5H, 36-KU
10G-KBF, 205F, 275F, 785F, 53 SAP-BVE. 54 SAP-BV

Tomahawk Regiments
P56, 28, 126, 147, 152, 154, 168, 150, 195, 196, 309, 760, 26G-5F {72 SAP-SF), TEEF

Kittyhawk Rengiments

VA 166, 195, 2066, 286, 296 (154), 386G, 396G (731), 676 (436, 585G {46/, 1475 (630), 10,2
152168, 168, 161, 181, 195, 198, 733, 748, 746, 26, 383, 4R1, 572, 629, 779, 740, 760, 767,
910, 933 934, 936, 964, 7 G=5F (72 SAP-SF), TCHE, 20SF, BYChE, TBSF, ZhLSF, 53 SAR-BUE, 64 SAP-BVF

B, 78, 35, 4b, B4, 175, 147

P-38 Airacobra Regiments

G, 160, 196, MG, 216, 2856, 306, 386, 395, 546, 556, 576, 676, 636, 696, 726, 100G (45). 101G {84}, 1026, 1036, 104G
(ZO8), 12906, 2110 [9), 212G (438} 2135 [BO8), 17, 28, 66. 153 185; 196,246, 266, 295, 352, 403, A6, 435 488, 454, 516,
R29 631, 738 773 821,807, 908, 964, 70-5F, 11G-ChF, 7ChF, 208F, Z7SF, 31TOF, 43CKF, 785F. 2555k

P-63 Kingcobra Regiments
17,21, 7839 781, B21, B4B, 40, 610

PF-470 Regiments

2G-5F, 2558F, 15 ORAP

Spitfire V Regiments
516, 16, 117, 267, B21, JCHF

Spitfire IX Regiments
116G, 266, 216G, 1026, 16, 82, 177, 348, 433, 767, 787, 902

Key
AP — Fightar Air Regiment

GIAP - Guards Fighter Air Regimnop

ShAF — Assault Al Regiment

SAP — Compasite &iF Regiment

ZAF - Replacemast Air Bogiment

OAAF - Indapendent Reconnaissanan Alr Ragiment
SF —MNoithem Heet

KAF — Baltic Flest

ChF - Black Seq Foot

BYF — White Sea Honllz

TOF — Pacific Ocean Fleat

758, 768, 773. BO2, BEE. 507,
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1

Hurricane Mk lIB Z5252 of Gen A A Kuznetsov, Northern
Fleet Air Flatilla, Vasnga, September 1941

This veas the first Humicasn S0 06 Nesen Ly @ Soswl bl
inarmiely Maj Ger b A Eusnetens, comieanden of the Northeim
Fleet Air Foree. on 25 Spotemibar 15871] during No 151 Wiking's
tranamion of ifs aroraft mo YWE senacs in the autumn of

1o Y. Builr by Gloster, Zh252 had heen 55usd nee to Ma 81
Son just a-matter of waseks prior 1o #5 shipmant wm the LISSR
aboard the arcraft carmer HMS Argus. All Hurncanas shipped
1o Murmansk m ate 1947 remamed it thar factony-appied
Dk Gresan inad Dok Eatt) ciprmreuibnign, Yhissd miee owmiges
sy g the tions o pessnd out thaie RAF foundeks with
ocal Russian peint and adorm 1he tusetage and wing (imdes-
sides with Soviatr siare The Hurmeanes were than sant aloft
1o fight the Luftwatie

2

Hurricane Mk 1B BN2332 of Maj Boris Safonov, 78 1AP-SF,
Vaenga, sarly 1942

Soiopr erich HSL winnes May Bons Safonov wies (he socting
Russian mkat o fy the Humesne, and hie was ossicned
BM2ES a= his mount whilst leadling 7H |GF-5F in pary 1042
This-aércraft had nesn shipped 1o the USSR 0 jaie 7541

3

Hurricane Mk IIB BG310 of Maj Viktor Krupskii or Lt
Aleksandr Nikolaenkov, 760 1AP, Boyarskaya airfield,
Morthern Karelia, carly 1942

Carnnul bageid e Dok Grovr sl Cleoan Gooy, which Boderng
the standard polaurs fof RAF fighters from emicd 18478 undil
war'send, BGH 10 waz slsp ahipped 1o the LIESA in late 1541
The pior of this sireratt s undetermined, but T ocould have
b=en githar Vikior Krupski or Alsk=andr Mikoisenkoy — both
achisved hegh scotes and the H5U. Hesrmead with Soviet
raching guris and cannor, this aircrgit sutfered a tosoed
langing dunng the swummer of 1942

4

Hurricane Mk I8 [serial unknown] of Capt Vasili Adonkin,
78 |AP-SF, Vaenga, early 1943

This Hurnoane featursd white borgers arolind the national
Inskgnia — this-sddition 16 the nananal markng was informally
miroduged in earty 1892, The smad slars cutbned n while
snificd Agorikin's mdwidual vichohes, and thase wittout
el group loils. Lika BERED, (i gircradl b fetmmend- itz

FAF Nhtier band just fofward of the (6 sufaces:

5

Hurricane Mk [IB BAN4953 of Lt lvan Babanin, 600 AP,
near Titksjarvi, April 1942

Sarit o the USSH on 10 Dacember 1841, thes airceatt was
Tonotd thomeen psaiar Whet b ipristi girfmleat Diksgdos, m East
Karela, o B Al 1242 s piiol Jric LU van Babarin, wos
capturad. The slogan sbove the Tussags S procsmod

Far the Fatharkand, whilst on the starbosn aidean identically
nirred inscripficon read Fre Snalin

CoLour PLATES ——

6

Hurricane Mk HB |serial unknown) of 1 GLAP, Kalinin
Front, spring 1942

[ Sowitel tsigria hath ot yet been sendardised whsn this
alenil entored VWS- suneo, anl 1) vaniously appoaied with tio
oullne, groouthog in blackor cecasionally o wiste: Soinpers
af S&‘.mm arera T vwerr nsuslby pamiad Dlack, gnlies ey weng
coipered for | identification. Alsn nate the finms painted
with-a unmeolour. This gRrilar simiaft was bidlt in Canaca

7

Hurricana Mk B [serial and regiment unknown), Kalinin
Front, varly 1942

Draring the st two wintess ol the war, YV st clion gaws
thient Bircraft & coat of Temporsny whilt painl diihooih the
poor pualing of the lrer of Eaulled o aworn fanesraics
Nate the spinner and tip of the fin painted, of perhaps feft
Inaresn

8

Hurricane Mk lIB {serial unknown) of 22 ZAP, ivanovo,
1942

S Huiticarss, such w5 thes airerall, seer sonl o W
Soviet Linlon from the Middie Faat Thiss maghings wing
typinally finished in RAF deset camoofiampe; aod oo e the
ULER the Mid=tone arass of their camouiiags weare replaced
by ubigwitous Hussian gresn, &5 sasn hare Hinncanss fiown
by soes Armmet Khan and Sargei Dolgushin mey have appssred
sirniar to this aecials

9

Hurricane Mk 14 Z2899 of a regiment within 6 PVO
Fighter Corps, Moscow Reglen, 1942

Bnime seoond-hand Humcanss were sven-supplisd tn the
LUSER in their nightfighier hiaok, and they were usaally isft in
this scheme by their new owners. If such an giroratt was =ant
o a regiment of the Aur Detencza Corps protecting Moscow,
this ol be sbpeoprate, siboe these unrolien) Hew night
inbiroepticn misanone. £2898 hed pigwoush: senad wath Nes
730 end 366 S0ns piiod o Deingsenl 1o the Soae Liniom in
lat= 104)

10

Tomahawk Il {serial unknown) of Lt Alekssi Khiobystow,
20 GIAP, Murmashi, Northern Karelia, April 1942

Beariig o temporany wirttes schamis, e asrcreft wes used by
oot Aloksn Khlurstow 1o famoutly somio twis samnung kil
e dmie miSsion 0N B Ao TREZ. Mote: thal the while pssntl
has vay beens applis (0 Areas Desning the s mumber,-ahd
elaEwhiare i NaR Daglin o Raoly wearher, clearly revsgling the
ariginal AAF pamoufiace undemnesth

1

Kittyhawk | |serial unknown| of Lt Georgii Gromoy,

20 GIAP, Murmashi, early 1943

The four-smad rod Staes i this: sirgealt's scorcheard repressnt
Inmihdciiml victories, whiist the reraining dlewen noutline

S3210NIdd Y




APPENDICES

form only denote shared kills, Having sswiched to the Yak -8
later in the was, Gromeay guly reiaed his-Tally to 15 individusl
and T1 shared wetones, aarning him the HEL

12

Kittyhawk | [serial unknown) of Lt Col Aleksandr
Matveyev, Commander of 29 GIAP, Plekhanovo alrfield,
Leningrad Front, autumn 1942

Printad m-standard RAF Dark Geoen and Dark-Esih
camoutizge, this Kittyhawk | was smongst the Trst of 125 type
suopted to the LISSR by the British, Flown by sce-Aleisandr
hMatveyey, i provided the bsckdrop for & sanes of photos
featuiing aces frome 28 GLAF takan at Plekhanown airfield in
the early autumn of 1042 lis sporabosrd featurss yellow stars
for shared wictones and red ones for indhidual kils

13

Kittyhawhk | (serial unknownl of Capt Pyotr Pokryshev, 28
GIAP, Plelhanovo airfield, Leningrad Front, autumn 1942
Supohed to 23 GIAP 5t the seme time a8 the sircraft seen in
v pravveones poofie, this sircraft also boasted red and yeliow
victony siar, a5 well 25 2 pariculary decoramve ttyle of side
miimber Pyom Pokryshey would snd the war with 3
Irdridual-snd 7 sharad kills

14

P-20E {sarial unknown) re-angined with Klimov M-106F,
196 AP, Laningrad Front. spring 1942

This-aircrabl was one of eround 40 P-40EXitvhewk |s that
hadd thair Allison engines repleced by KEmow M-108FsIn

fate 1842 pue to 3 chrohio shiovtage of spare parts for the
Americen powerpiant. Note that the fighter's side numibss has
bean reappbed in red following its respraying in winter wints

15

P-40K (serial unknown] of Nikolal Kuznetsov, 436 1AP,
Lake Seliger, Narthwestern Front, December1942
High-sooring lend-iease aoe Nikolai Kupnetsov was ssued
with'one of the first P-A0Ke 1o reach the USEH. This arcraft
wis nuickly adorned wath his wictary @lly, and in thie istEance
the white stars represantad Kuznetsov's ndeadua! sutcessen,
whiist his shared stodas ware nol fepaesentacd gt ali, Thers
was no consstendy betwaen regiments in how viciory
markngs were dsplaved

16

P-20M [serial unknown] of 191 IAP, Leningrad Front,

late 1543

In yei ancther vadistion in markitgs, thes PA0M leatuned 4
whita rudder, rathar than Its artine verbcl il seriacos baing
pairted white 25 was usual for arciaft sendrg on the
Lepingrad Froot ot tus trme. The front section of its apinner
weils painted red, periaps a5 8 unil mankerg, and the aireratt
alsn bogsted & sharksmalth marking —a nob LRComman
embelishmeant on-Soviat sircraft from late 1843 umtil VE Day

17

P-40M (serial and regiment unknownl, Northern Flest,
1044

[his P-A08 desgilerys & nianber of intetesting markings. Ir is
il fo see gircraft this e inthe war displaying the rag

starwith a biack outling lboth on his fusalags and beneath itz
wingsk.-and wiile it was carmmon 1o paint the le Lo a5 a uml
idantficaticn, this arcraly alse lobtures by narow sipes
Immadiatsly below thes marking Finally, the thres-dgir side
numibior Gpolied o the fusslage was also unususl

18

P-a40N |serisl unknown) of 2 GIAP-5F, Northem Fleet,
1943

The anchar on the tail of this secrett clearky proclarms that
was sssigned toa naval ragimsant, The upsidie down sce of
spados was presutmalily an indhadug marking. atthough ita
sagnificence rem@ms unknown. The partially obscured
insonption benesth the eockpit read For Safonay, which
commgmerated the memany of the dead twice HSUesnning
aos wihin flew with this regiment.

19

Airacobra | lserial unknown) of Maj Aleksandr Zaitsev,
18 GIAP, Shongui, May 1942

Camouflaged m Dark Green and Ocean Grey, The first
Alracobra I8 to arrve i the LISSR flaw in thelr original British
golouwes 18 GIAR favoured an amamenial style of numbsenrg
o this 1ail, while phofos reveal thaet the regiment merkead its
sircralt up with plain red stars. as well as stars with biack or
wiite nutlines. seeminghy EmulEneouthy|

20

P-390 {serial unknown) of Capt Grigarii Dmitryuk,

18 GIAP, Shongul, autumn 1943

When Grigors Dmiteyuk first joined 1% GIAP in May 1842
iz fheswe e of the niendiul of Kimyhawk |5 assioned 10 the
regement. He eventually switchad to this P-3580 in the
summiarof 1943, snd scored & good nizmbsar of His 18 kil
wath i during the course of 2065 cormbat sortigs - Dmitryuk
was swarded the HSU on 2 Novernber 1944 for hus suocess
in combet, Aside trem Dmitipuk’s kil tally, thissreraft slso
featutes a Goards badge bolow the d46e°s persanal Insignia,
bt ks a sice number

21

P-380 [serial unknown| of Snr Lt Nikolai Didenko,

2 GIAP-5F, Vaenga-2 airfield, June 1344

Piikotal Didenke mined 2 GIAP-SF i October 1541, and by
thie énd of the war he had soofod T4 victomes in 378 Sorag.
Awarded the HSU o & Novermber 1848 he-scorad many of
hiz kills in thug porfcular Ko
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P-380 (serial unknown) of Capt N | Tsisarenko,

102 GIAP-PVO, Leningrad Front. June 1344

This aircraft nas the vertical @il and spinnar panted white,
as was standard for Leningsod arss fighters in 1544, 1| slag
features a Guards badge on tho cabin doo, Tssarankes & ol
Krenedny Lo Mapwe Dngeen &0 ete; althoogh he did shoot doeseri &
Fnrigh Blenhemn on 17 June 1944,

23

P-Z89N serial unknown) of Maj Sultan Amet Khan, 3 GIAP,
Melitopol, September 1943

Whils sama ‘artists deplct this aircratt with a-red spnner,




Dkt fmdimedirs oo the period clearly state that B GIAP used
ditfarent colours o distinguish the regement’s squairons: and
Amet Kran's 3rd Sgn used Yellow

24

P-390-15 44-2844 of Lt Dmitrli Kalinin, 508 AP, Turbya
nirfield, Poland, August 1844

44-3844 |5 sean shorthy aftar Dt Katnin had usod it to
claimm s 110l By the end of the war that sce nad fiown
147 sirteas snd scored 13 inchhdual and 3 shared victonas,
all with this regiment whilst fiying the P-380,

25

P-39N (serial unknown) of Maj Aleksandr Karmin,

129 GIAP, Jassy, May 1944

Soviel sources indicate that Aekasndr Karmin's P33h was
painted dark grey on it uppersuitaces-and Blue undernesth.
using bocal Boviet peints. Dedinsnly, lenddease sl wars
beft in thekr orginai eolowrs; but it this airframs kad bean sent
1o = gepot for e mejor overbasl, repainting would hava besn
part of the process. Mes Karmin scered 18 wotones, with the
last of these seabsg him ram & bembar on 31 May 1944 whils
fheng this asrcraft. Ha survived the cdllesion, but did not
recovar frorm his infunes in finse: to returm o cofnbat

26

P-390-15 44-2438 of Lt Col Pavel Zavarukhin, Commander
of 12 GIAP, Byelorussia, summer 1944

The rad spinner-and fuselsgs band were marangs distinotive

o 72 GIAP withan & GLAD. 68 GIAP of the same division used
simiddr matkings but in bl Pavel Zovarukhm claimed 13 and
4 sharad kills. with 72 GIAR

27

P-3aN (serial unknown] of Snr Lt Evgenii Mariinskii,

129 GIAP, Germany, 1945

The maost netabie features of this arcrsft am it dizgonst tall
band knd the cokured panel on the nose, which bears the
fightar's monedusal pumber on 1t Painted nose panels were
somefimes seen an P393, whild the taif band was 8 comman
stylm ot unit or tacticsl marking, Betwean Oolobsr 1843 and
VE-Day. Eviganii Marinsks Hew 200 sorties-and scoead 21

kcllls. He was swarded the HEL an 17 June 1945

28

P-38N-0 42-9004 of Col Aleksandr Pokryshkin, 8 GIAD,
Germany, 1945

Thiz profite carmects an emor In-Arraft of the Aces 35 and
virtually every othar srtstic representation of tis aircratt
producnd over the decades. Mernpirs revesl that Pokreshkin
il nmted wictory markingz an his airoralt saying ihat
fhere was na benatt in giving the Gernan péols sdvanoe
waming of who was 2 novice and whio Was an experienced
killer. All the fermous mopaganda photos of Pokfyshkin 1aken
in 1845 shaww hirmn pesing by the nose ot Flechkaloy's P-3.

29

P-390-15 44-2547 of Maj Grigorii & Rechkalov, 16 GIAP,
Germany, 1345

Renking F-29 ace Grigors Aechkaioy was & sugrame agotist in
A-colfective systom. Mot only did he mark: his victories on the

nose ot his P30 ke also palnted tis own nitials BGA in
Cynillec on nis atrereft inatead of & requisn gircraft number,
wiinch explams why no photagraph ever shows Poknyshion
ared thie 1l saction of this heavily sterred -39
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Spitfire Mk VB EP210 of 57 GLAP, North Caucasus Front,
April 1943

Plaoemant of the Giprms badge on the vertcal il finof this
arcraft s umique,-and useof & (hree-dign number o the
lismiage Was sn axcaption, but not rara. Spithe Mk Vs tew
orly briglly with 57 GIAP and scoomplished veny liite

N

Spitfire Mk IXC [sarial unknown)] of 26 GIAP,

Leningrad, 1944

The wiite 183l had becoms a stardard marking tor all alreraft
{bar ground attack typedt on the Karshan Front and the
Lomsngrad PYO Zone by 1944 Nate the moro: traditiona)
pincarrent of the Gusrds insignsa

az

Spitfire Mk IXE |serial unknown) of Lt Col Vasilli
Matsievich, 26 GIAP, Leningrad, spring 1945

For-some reason many of the Spitfires assigned to 26 GIAP
ware repainted with Russian greeh and blue paint in 1945,
Although often used a5 & unil insignin, i ths indtanoe the
white arrow signities the regiment OO0 airczalt.

33

Spitfire Mb 1XC (serial unknown) of Snr Lt Dmitefi Kalinin,
18 1AP, Vaskovo airfield, near Archangel, 1948

WVVE PV regiments commued to fiy Spitfiee Wk 1% for about
thres years post-war, Nole that both the spinner and t=il fin
Fanve been paintad whire

34

P-470.-37 42-27023 of 255 |AP-5F, Northern Fleet, spring
1945

255 IAP-SF was one of the few Soviet units To-make sven
breaf oparatansl wie of the Thundarbalt, ying them primaniy
i suppoet af operatons almed ol ériving the Germans o of
nerthermn Fnland and Morway In the final months of the war

35

P-47D-22 {serial unknown) of 255 IAP-5F, Narthern Fleet,
Detober 1944

The camaufiage scheme appled fo this airoratt, which is
backed up by pholographic evitdence, canfirms thata handful
of land-ease alrerafl were ropainted in then-standasd W5
dark-and bght gravs, with Bussen light blue endersides

36

A-20G-1 [serial unknown] of 27 API-DOD. Long Range
Aviation, spring 1944

This regiment was' farmed to copduct night intruder dities
with specially medifued A-200-13 that featured wing-maunteid
rader snfennas. Theseaincmalft worg slzo fitted with twa
sdditional cannons and o heavy machine guns in a swivel
pitk for ground strafing. The while &frtrey o4 the nosa was a
ragemental marking,
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Far East. Some 4,300 Hurricanes and Spitfires, as in lend-lease fighters, and dozens became Heroes

well as hundreds of ex-British Tomahawks, Kittyhawks  of the Soviet Union
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