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In the final weshs of 1944, the

Royal Nawvy despatched the
powerful British Pacific Fleet lor
service sgainst the Japanese
alongside the US Mavy. Formed
around fts heavily armoured aircraft
carriers, and initially based in
Ceylon, the British Pacific Fleet was
requested to conduct & serfes of
strikes against the vital Jopanesa oil
facilities in Sumatra during its long
voyage to its operational base in
Australia. The first target to be

hit was at Pangkatan Brandan,

in northern Sumatra, which was
attackied on 4 January 1945 as
part of Operation Lentil One of

the three carriers on this strike

was HMS Wetorious, part of whose
fighter element comprised 1834 and
1836 Naval Air Squadrons (NASS)
Both units were equipped with
Corsair lis.

Among the pilots in 1836 NAS
was 20-year-old Canadian Sub L1
Don Sheppard, who wis a veteran
of the strikes against the German
battleship Tirpitz in Norway the
previous year, The main strike
for Lentil launched from the ships
same one-and-a-hall hours after
the fighter sweeps, and Sheppard,
at the controls of Corsair Il JTA10,
formed part of the close escort to
the Avenger bombers of B4% NAS.
Thi= escort remalned with the
bombers to the terget, which, as
mupected, was haavily defended
by the Japanese.

Both flak and fighters met the
strike force, and al 0850 s aver
the sea near Pangkalan, Sheppard
spotted a Ki-42 'Oscar’ just below
him. He immediately closed on the
enemy fighter, which initially dived
Bwway bh & valn stiemplt to escapes,
befere pulling up and trying to
aut turn the Corsair il, Sheppard
described the subseguent events in
his combat report;

The Jap's cockplt seemed to
glow as | hit him with a long burst,
and | could sea the bullets hitting
the angine and cockpit. He levelled
out at 300 ft and then went into
a cliimbing rght hand turn. | fred
again and the plot baled out as the
aircratt rolled over and went into
the sea. | watched the pilot land in
the water, but he appeared to be
dead "

Ten minutes after elaiming his
first air combat victory, Sheppard
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wehich would makes him the most
successiul Commonwealth pllot

in the Corsair. He would achieve
acedom in the British Pacific

Fleet's final strike on Sumatra

on 29 January, and claim his

sixth, and final, victory during the
Okinawsa campalgn on 4 May [Cowver
artwork by Mark Postisthwaits)

spotted another ‘Oscar’ over the
target, and once again he closed in
before opening fire with the Corsair
I's battery of six 0.50-cal guns. The
lightly built Ki-43 hlew up under the
sheer weight of fire ond crashed into
the saa. Don Sheppard then headed
back to Victorious, having claimed
the first two of an eventual six kills,
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A NAVAL ‘FIRST’

he lormanan of the Royval Air Foree as an independent arrservice on

L Apreil 1918 meant thar die Roval Navy lost contrel of i air arm,

rhe Royal Naval Air Service. 1o was notwntil 24 May 1939 thar it
regained full control of the Fleer Air Arm, a dele that sull emains in use
today, Juse @ marrer of months eadier. In Ocrober 1938, the Royal Navy's
embarked Aghter squadrons had begun receiving more modern equipment
when 800 NAS was tssted with 16 first monoplane, the Blackburn Skua
803 NAS had followed suit by year-cnd. Then, in Februare 1939, 801 NAS
received the Fleer Air Arm's first single-sear Sea Gladiarors, with 802 NAS
getting them in May. The previous month, a few examples of the Skua’s
rurreecd counsin the Roc had also entered service,

WNone of these types were particulardy effecrive, bur the Sk was
nonethieles bewer armed than i predecessons, having foor wingmounied
machine guns. However, the aircraft was wocfully underpowered. for its
Bristol Persens X1 engine gave the fighrer a maximum speed of jusz 2235
mpl. The Roc was even worse, for the bulk of s turret reduced the
type’s maximum speed o barcly 200 mph, althoush in praceice it was
less. L Dionald Gibson, whe was 1o achicve some siccess - the coming
war, remenibered;

“I'he Gladiator was a wonderful acroplane o fly bur the Skua was
downrighe comical, being remarkably unstable in some respects, 1 liked i
because you could actually see in front ol you on the Linding approach,
which helped a lor if vou were onlv an average pilor. Bath aircrafr were of
little wse in the fighter role because the enemy wan berter equipped. The
Gladiator was manceuverable, but did not bave enoug spesd 1o catch the
encmy. The Skua was the deadly medium, being a little faster bur nacas

manoenverahle

The main fighter in use with the
Fleat Air Arm at the start of World
War 2 was the two-seat Blackburn
Skus, which also doubled a5 a dive-
bomber. It was Shuas of B03 NAS,
to which this formation belonged,
that achioved the first confirmed
British aerial victory of the war,
and they later achieved some
notable successes over Morway

in 1840 |P H T Green Collection)




The other fightar type embarked in
Royal Nawy aircraft carriers at the
start of the wesr was the bplans
Gloster Sea Gladiator, which
equipped just one frontline unit.
This one befonged to 763 MAS,
which was the Fleet Air Arm's
advaneed tréining unit. One of the
squadron’s nstructors at the time
this photograph was taken was
future ace Lt "Bill’ Bruen |J M Bruen)

When war was declared on 3 Seprember 1939, the Royal Navy had
seven aircraft carriers in service — 1M Ships Argurand Herne, both of
which were small, the larger frotarand Faple, theflectcarriers Conragrons
and Gilorfons and the recently delivered Ark Ropal OF these, only the
latrer rwo had Hgliters as pare of their air groups. Glorions, based in the
Medirettanean, had 302 NAS's Sea Cladbiors aboard, while in the Home
Fleet, Ark Bayalhad the Skuas of 800 and 803 NASs embarked. 801 NAS
had dishandad during the summer to become the busis of 769 NAS for
advanced fghrer wraining,

The carriers were soon active r.-nl'u:cing the sea blockade of Gerntany
amdl conducting snti-submarine sweeps. On 14 Seprember ovo of Ak
Reyad 5 Skuas from B03 NAS had artacked & U-boat bur were damaged by
their own bombs and forced: 1o dirch! Larer thar same diay, Ark-Rape!
narrowly avaided being hit by torpedoes, bur 72 hours Later Conragerns
became the first Brivish warship to be losc in the conflicowhen itwas sunk
off the coast of Ireland by U-29. Some 518 sailors perished.

With the Fleet Air Arm having suffered its first losses, revenge for 803
MAS wasnor Inng in coming. for on 26 Scplt'illb-ﬂ the Home Fleer sailed

oy cover the daring escape of the dimaged submarine HMS Spearfish

from German waters, I the Jare moming, some 250 miles north -west of
the German island of Hickigoland, three Domier Do 18 fying-boats were
sighted and Skuas were launched o intercepr, The Domicrs made off,
pursued by the Skuas thac ac first had difficulty in locating the intruders
agaunst the dark sea background. A sub:flight of Skisas from 800 NAS, led
by Lt Finch-Noyes, fired ofll all theic ammunition at one Do 18 withour
noticeable effect - the Aying-boar continued o wurn i dghe circles juse
ihove the sea, before evenninlly esciping with one of i companions,
However, the thind Dornier was attacked by 4 orio from 803 MAS, as unic
CO Ly Celre Dennis Campbell recalled;

*A British submarine patrolling ull Heligoland had been damaged in
some way, anid she was having trouble gerting home. The Home Fleet was
therelore ordered down to the Heligoland Bight 1o escorther back, Aheadd
of the fect as it satled souch were two large cruisers, followed by the
bartleships Nebn avel Rpedutey, with Ank Ropalthindin line, and escolting
destrovers all tie way around.

CLSHIL TYAYN Y
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ltwas a perfectly clear day in the North Sea, and we bad oot been going

long when we were pieked up by three Dornier Do 18 flying-boars, which
circled around the fleet on the hordzon. Nine Skuas from 800 and 5003
MNASE were immediarely lannched m a free rake-off, with each sul tligh
of three aiveraft anacking a different shadower, We nushed to the anack
wirh grear delight. and thinking this was our hig chance, we blized away
with the only ammunition we had — 0.303 ball. This was unlikely 1o do
much damage unless we hit something viral, bur one of our sub flights was
successful, as one buller went theough the radiacor of 2 Dioenier, which
had o come down in the water due ro the loss of 15 conlant,

In a notable “firss’ foc the Fleer Air Arm, Le B S Mclwen and his
gunner Perry Officer (PO) B M Seymour, alone with Le Charles Fvans
amd hisobserver L W A Rioberson, were credited with che Arst eemy
Fheir
victim was Do 18 K6+ YK of 2/ KuFIG 506, lown by Lentnant ur See

Freilierr von Reitéenstein, who, with his crew (one of whom was deen

aircraft of the war o be condirmed destroved by Brinsh forces

waving his white uveralls) wis picked np by the destroyver FIMS Somsads.
The agpressive Evans was described thus by a colleasue:

‘Enown as “Crash™ Fvans or “the flving Chiist™, he was probably one
of the prearest Fleet Air Armn characters of all time, wirh his flaming red
hair, pointed beard and picrcing blue eyes.

Tlie firse Bricish air combar snceess was also Charles Evans' firstsiep o

becoming an ace.

e
e

Left and below

The vanguished. Although of poor
auality, these photographs were
taken on 26 September 15939 from
the deck of the destroyer HMS
Somali as it closed an the Dornier
Do 18 forced down by B03 NAS's
Shkuis | Evening Postl

e
—
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One of the pilots who shared the
first wictory was the fiery haired
Lt Charles Evans, who went on
to become an ace during 1940
[viz B Cull




‘THE EARLY ROUNDS

fier dhe nadkal skirmishes, Ark ol then sailed o Frecmwwa, in
whatrwas then British West Africa, to participare in the hun for
the German pocker battleship Giraf Spee in the South Atlanric
However, when the rarder was scuttled in December, the aarcraly carrier
returned to Scapa Flow
g, @ site af Hamton, an
Orkney, was developed ac an airfield. Ac the end of November 1939

B04 MAS was formed there wirh Sea Gladiators under the command of

To protect the main Home Fleet anchorage,

Lt Cdr | C Cockburn, this unit being specifically charged with the air

defence of Scapa Flow. A Hight was ached at Wick, on the

P

5 return, its Skuas also disembarked ro Harsmon

mainland. On Ark Koy

Through the winter and spring of 1940, enemy bombers reguilardy

made reconnaissance Righrs over Scapa Flow tharwere countered by RAF
mnad, sometimes, Roval Navy fighrers, On the evening of 20 March, Rarure
ace L E W T Taylowr of 800 NAS was leading a section of Skuas jus
south of Orlaney when he spotted He 1115 as his combar report deseribed;

While acring as leader of “Green secrion”, escorring Convoy ON 21,
Kirkwall portion, | sighted about en Heinkel He 1T 1Rs approaching the
convey from the north-east. | immediarely pur my section inte line astern
and attacked the neareseenemy machine. | succeeded in getring a good
shor, and held it long enough o fire all my ammunition The enemy

machine, as soon 4s [ scarred firing, started 1o dimb up o the doud base

where | lost him. The enemy bombing wis disorganised by the Skaas, the
bombing betng made at random.”

However, 40 minures larer, 803 NASs ‘Blue® scchon was more
successtul enst of Copinsay, a5 its leader, Lt WP Lucy, described in his
handwritten report;

‘Rerurning from convoy escort, my observer noticed firing to port. We
investigated. A single enemy aircrafr, pursued by three Hudsons, was seen

WOIIIC WA dWdy. 1\-1'1. C Ve Ll!-.IHL'. I."-l.l lost the CIRCTELY JUsE I.:'L'Illr:. W WEEE 1]

Shua L2933/K of 803 NAS is
prepared for launch from HMS Ark
Royal when operating in the South
Atlantic in late 1939, The vessel was
searching for the German pocket
battleship Admiral Geaf Spee at the
time. This particular machine was
usually flown by Lt Ken Spurway,
wiin was to make five claims flying
Skuas, including 2"/ enemy aircraft
destroyed (G 4 Woods)|

SONMDOY ATHYT JHL
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range. We chased it into the clouds, and “Blue 27 parted company.
Remuming towards base, we observed an enemy airceaft front gunning
merchaneships. | gorinto position above the enemy hefore he spotted me
and deliveted an strack. | overestimated the enciiy’s speed and closed w
abour 50 vards, being then thrown off my sights by the slipstream.
I tormed ansd then delivered another armck. Agan T dosed wo mpidly,
biring shorn bursts, and was finally smothered in oif from the enemy, The
enemy was still climbing slowly with undercarriage down when he
disappeared inro the clouds. | Ared 400 rounds from each gun. Shon
bursts on each amack.”

I'he 29-year-old Bill Lucy, who was CO of 803 NAS, was credired with
a He 111 probably destroyed — the fire clisim for the man destmed w
become the Fleer Air Arm's first ace. The Heinkel was from 2/KG 26,
and v crash-landed ar Dulmen on i return. A second He 117 was
damuaged in one ol the few combats involving an 803 NAS Roc.

Mlthough the unies based In Otkney only had sporadic coneact with the
enemy, the Fleet Air Arm'’s fighters wereabour to face a much sternertesi.

DEFENDING SCANDINAVIA

On 10 April 1940 the Germang invaded Denmark and Norway, with the
assault on the lavter country being heavily supported by most operational
elements of the Kricgsmarine. Ar Bergen, the force was spearheaded by
the light crumser Kamegsferg which then moured alongside in the harboor.
Flying from Hatston at the limit of their range, 16 Skuas (five from 800
MNAS and cloven of 803 NAS) led by Le Bill Lucy camried our o dive-
bombing atzack. They achieved three direot hirs and owo near misses with
therr 3001 bambs, and the cruiser sink at its moorings. Kinigsderg thus
became the first major warship sunk by air arrack during war,

That evening the Lufrwafle struck back when Ju 88s and He 1115
artacked shipping in Scapa Flow. Six Sea Gladiators were launched 1o,
defend the base, and the skipper oF 804 NAS shor a bomber down over
Orkney. A sccond sircraft was damaged during this action, which saw
several future aces experience their lirst waste of acion — including POs
Mberr Sabey and Alfred Theobald, who larer became the Royal Navy's
omly non-commissioned sees, and Lt Donabd Gibsor, who recalled;

"The raid was notable for de fact thar one of our pilots, in the middle
of the barde, in thic dark; landed and urinaced on the runway, thereaffer
eaking off again 1o rejoin the affray. This was probably doe wa barrel of
beet we had been diinking before the taid, ss-we biad not been expecting
the coemy?’

Hatsron's Skuas conducted further raids o the Bergen area and sank
the transpore Bareafel on the Lidh, Two days later they encountered
cnemy aiccraft whilst escorting the damaged cruiser HMS Suffolé. Skuas
From the recently relnrmed 807 NAS, as well s 803 NAS, inflicted some
darrage on the atsckers, and & future sce opened his atccount when the
larter unic’s Sub Lt Nodd Charlron {nicknamed Tearless Freddie” by his
colleagues) claimed a share in the destroctionof s He 111,

A shour while later, a sccond scction from 801 NAS downed Do 18
KG+FH of 1./KullGr406, flown by L zur See Keil, One ofthe pilors
invoalved in this etgpgement was Canadian Le W H 'Moose” Margen, who
thus claimied the firse of his five kills:




Franch Chassaurs d'Alpine guard
Lt G R Calingham’s Skua L3048/B
of 803 NAS after it had force-landed
on & sand spit near Namsos on

28 April 1940. Earlier in the sortie
ha had shot down a He 115
seaplane. Thoe Skua was later
blown up where it stood as it
eould not be salvaged [ECPAI

At the vme of the German inva
sion Clorions was in the Mediter-
rinean, and the sircrfe carder was
recalled o the Home Fleer - it
arrfved ar Scapa on the 21st. The
next day, Ark Royal embarked nine
Skuas and rwo Rocs from 800 NAS
and nine Skuas and three Ros from
B0 NAS. BUF NAS's 11 Skuay
went aboard Cilerions, which also
cmbarked Sea  Gladiarors of 802
amel 804 NASand 18 Gladiarors
from the RAF's Mo 263 Sqn, which
were to be flown ashore in Morway.

The force satled soon alterwards:

The British landings at Numéos and Aandalines, intended to rake che
major pore of Trondheim, were supposed o be given air cover by
No 263 Sqn's Gladiarors fying from the Fosen Lake Lesjuskog near
Aandalsies. Thede were o be backed up the Skuas, while the Sea
Gladiarors protecred the fleer offshore. The cruiser HMS Crrfens had
been specially fivred with an airesearch radar in order to support dhe flee’s
air defencesand on the evening of the 23rd its radar detecred three cnemy
bombers. Two scetions of Skuas were launched and damaged & He 117
after conducting the first mdar-controlled mesrceprion ar sea.

The following day, i improving weather, Ark Roval's Skuas pacrolled
over Aandalsnes and T'rondheim; where some crews encouniered the
Lufrwaffe. During the carly evening, o patrol led by Lt Bill Lucy {in
[:2925) had split into vwosections of three, and each had sichreda Lle 111
thar they aracked. 9./KG #'s 5]+AT, carrying the Gruppenkommandenr
of HHLIKG 4, helly-landed after heing shot up, whilse a 4,/KG 4 fell in
flamies, although one of the Skuas was also forced down. Having just
claimed his fis VICLOrY, minures barer Lucy. with Lt Chrisaan, anecked
and damaged another bomber that they identified asa Do 17, although i
was probably He 111 5] JT of 9/KG 4, which crash-landed ar Oslo upon
its rerurn, The firse carrier fighrer action over Norway had been @ sucoess,

I'har afrermoon No 263 Sgn's Gladiators (lew ashore, but the lack of
fucilities and enemy actacks meant dat most were unserviceable within
24 hours. Thus; Skuas from the carmiers stationed 100 miles offshore had
o maintain fighrer patrols over Namsos and Aandalsnes, although chey
tow siffered considerable losses; with the range from thie ships being a
significant facror,

Mid moming on 26 April, 801 NAS launched six Skuas o paurol over
Axnilalsnes and Lake Legjaslons, where Lr ‘Moose’ Marmyn damaged a
He 111 thar was also hir by Lt Cdr Bramwell, Feldwebel Gumbrecht's
S1+CN of 4/KG 4 crash-landed on a bledk mountainside, bue it was
eventually recovered and now forms an important exhibir in the Royal
Narwegian Air Foree Museum.

As this sction was faking place, three more Skaas led by LeBill Lucy in
1.2963/F left Gilorions, and these oo cncountered further Heinkels from
L/KG 26 thar were attacked. However, Tt Filmer's Skus was hic by reeuen
fire and force-landed with & dead gunner. Lucy and Lr Christan chen

SONNDYE ATHYI THL
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amacked L1+KT of 941G 1 lagun
idennificd as a Do 7} and forced it
dow o into Romsdalshord.

Encmy pressure, combined with the
paunciry of air cover, decided the faee of
the Numwsos expedition, and on the
27th it was decided w evacume cen-
tral Norway. Naval fighrers remained
aeuve wver the ares throughour the
day, claiming no fewer than nine Ger-
man bambers destroyed and rwo more
damaged. One mid wis even driven off
by the Skuas maling durmmy atochs ax
they had nsed up all their ammunition!
HMS Cilorrons "Sea Gladiarors also goe
cheir firse raste of action when, at 0935 hrs, three from H04 MAS, with
anather from 802 .'\..-".H.c..mghT:l reconnaissance He 111 ol 1{F)1./122 low
over the warter about 20 miles from the feer. Led by Lo M Smecron.
their fire hir thieinrruder, but ivgradually drew away in spite of bouncing
ol the waverops three rimes. Badly damapged. the bomber crash-landed
near Trondheim.

Allicd forces ar Aandalines conmnued o come under heavy enemy air
attack, and 1n the early aftrernoon, two Skuas from 803 NAS, Rown by Ly
Bill Luey and PO Johnson, caught Oberleutnant Steinback’s Fle 111 and
shot it down onto a hillside near Romsdalstiord: They then recovered
oavtay Ark Royardl, as Crlomones had wachd rawn o refucl,

I'he 803 NAS Skuas had been replaced onepatral by frie more from
BOD and BO1T NASs; who encoungered tusther enemy bombers. Another
Heinkel was shor diown over Romdalsfjord, the aircraft falling o the puns
of Capt Partridee (Royal Murines), Lt Hure-Hobbs and Lt Tavlour—the
latter also shared another probable, although this was apparently laeer
upgraded. Ted Taylour, who had received a DS for the Konpsberg
artack; thus became the latest noval pilior to begin his parh toacedom,

As this acoion wenron, a funthes section [rom 801 NAS was launched,
and just before dusk irarracked a lone Fe 111 fram 2/KGr 100, Hown by
Unteroffizier Rippha Oune of the Skua pilocs was Lr Ronnic Hay (Royal
Maripes); who recalled his first combar parreel, led by Le Bill Church;

We ran miwa He 111K bomber. Bill acracked from ascern and die
bomber dived 1o sea level They exchanged fire, and when Bill pulled
upwards to break off the artack, his aireraft was seruck in the belly and
crashed into the seawithour survivors, | had learned my firse lesson in air
fighting with a vengeance — never break away npwands. | therefore sacon
the wail of the bomber and fired shorr buests unel b crashed inm the sea.’

The only member aof the Roval Marines ever o become a fighter ace
had just claimed his first victory, which he shared with PO Kimber,

Yei further enemy bombers were encountered over the coust, atid yet
another He 111 (flown by Feldwebel Werner Schulr) was claimed
destroyed by an 801 NAS section which incliuded Midshipman {(Mid)
Georgs Baldwin. who was flying Skua “7H

“We had launched o cover the st evacuadon from Norway, and it
was one of my first operational putrols. Over the very rigged and snow

Shkua L2963/F of 803 NAS was shot
down during the disastrous 13 Juns
1940 raid on Scharnhorst. On 26
April it had bean Bown by Lt Bil
Lucy when he shot down an He 111
to claim his second victory on his
way to bacoming the Royal Navy's
first ace of World War 2

|Birgar Larsen vis Benat Stangwik]




One of the few pilots to fly the
lumibering Roc turret fighter
operationally fram g carrier was
Lt Rennie Hay, who later became
the Royal Marines’ solitary ace
[wia B Culf

covered coast, we spowed several aircraft dhar dhe formarion leader
idenified as “Fleinkels' and he ordered us into a line-astern 1o make an
arfack un one of them. 1 dived in rurn, and through my inexperience
probably opened fire ar far oo great a ranpe, although | did at least sec

some hits on is seemingly enormous wings.

FirsT AcE

|1-.1vir|g lavnched from - Ark R’u_vrr.!'ﬂr lunchome on 28 ."'.pri] O COVET-an
evacuation convoy, Ly Bill Lucy’s section soon sponed u Ju 88 bombing a
ship. Lucy immediarely amacked, frine 2 shote burse. PO Johnson alsa
made a good artack and the Junkers was reporred o have crashed. Half
an-hour later, this secion attscked some He 17115 that approasched the
convoy, ind inconcert with Sub Lr Brokensha, Bill Lucy shot one down
into the sca near Molde, Thiswas his Bfth confirmed vicrory, and he thus
becime the Fleer Air Aros Tirse ace of World War 20 even though dhe
termt wias ot recognised by the Admiraloy in London.

I'he pair then chased still more bombers thit in turm fan into d secrion
From BOU WAS One ol these Heinkels was shot down by the three Skuas
from dhe larcer unit, Lt Ved Tavlour cliiming a share in the victony, as well
as helping to damage another He 111 dhar laver force-landed. Yer more
bombers were then siheed, and with their remalning ammunition, the
803 NAS Skuas enpaced the cnemiy: Lucy and Brokensha agaim
combined to shoor down a He 111, the 3/KG 26 machine Aown by
Unteroffiaer Liesske force-landing near Sunndalsjord.

With Gloripnsand ies Sea Gladiarors withdrawn, the Rocs aboard Ark
Repal were to provide fleer defence, and 807 NAS launched s three
curret fgheers vwice durng the day alee German shadowers were spouted.
Lt Ronnie Hay, with Maval Aivman (MNA) Bass, led Sub Le | E H Myers
and NA I' Holean and Midshipman Geonge Baldwin and Leading Airmin
(LAY} Smables alter ong piir. However, they could only drive the bombers
off. Many years later, Hay recalled the aircrafr’s inherent problem;

“Soon, we spatted o Ju 88 reporting the fleer’s position. Diving downear
muxinum speed, we gotto within 2000 vards of the bomber— bur T had ne
Frant guns, $o | attempred to slew my aircraft ro enable the marret 1o bear,
Shouring “Fire!” o the gunner, 1 heard one bang — and silence. All the
suns had jammed. The Genman [lew off with a starded pull of brown
smolke from his engines,’

Genree Baldwin had similar recollections oFthe encounter;

‘Even in a dive with my theoule fully open, T had real difficalry in
gorring ahead or even abeam of the bombers o alfow my gunner to opén
fire. Irwas so frosrmting?

The sighting report led to further Lulowalle interest, and later in die
day the Rocs were apain launched, bur afer rwo hours airborne the crows
rerurned frusteated. Thie corrier then lefr ro refuel, so sving i exhansred
aircrew some well-carned res.

Ark Bayad then mer up with the replenished Glardons, sdll carrving o
Sea Gladiarors, and returned ro Norway on 1 May to cover the final stage
of the evacuation. They were soon located by four Do 1705 of L{F1L/120
that wer: intercepred by rwo Sca Gladisrors of 804 MAS. |However, the
Dormiers had saised che glarmy and @ srike foree was bunched, Both

carriers were subjected 1o series of ariacks by Ju 87 Stukas, during which
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{elorrgns, 1 particular, was very
lucky not to be hir, One arack was
made by six Ju 87Rsof 27500 1 in
the early evening, and in acombined
patrol fown with 804 NAS, Lt Mar-
mont of 802 NAS brought ane of
them down, as Ly Cde Cockburn of
the former unit barer wrore;

‘Ar 1825 hes, mix Ju 87 dive-
bumbers were sighted dhree miles
ahead on an opposite course in open

N formanon. The order was given
tor espent fire; and thie section halfolled individually onte the rails of the
atrcraft, cach pilor arcacking one encmy. Fire was maintamed in shor
bursts, as the enemy twisted and turned, until dhe linal bombing dive was
corminenced. The arack was broken off at this poine, as [ imagined, quite
etroncously, that the pom-pom fire would take effect below this.”

The threar of air artack wis now so high that there was no alternative
than for the carriers 1o withdraw, lewing Aandalsnes and Namsos to be
evacuared withour air cover. However, Ark Koy would be back in

Morwegiin waters within a weeh

NoRWAY — THE FINAL TRAGEDY

O 4 May Ark Bayal, with 23 Skuas of BO0 and 803 NASs embarked, left
Seapa 1o cover the Anglo-French expedition thar had landed in northern
MNorway o sccure the porr of Narvik. The vessel arnived in the area on-the
fith and 1ts Skuas began patrols, encountering the Lufiwalle for the first
time the following afternoon. Leading Lr Russell into bartle, 803 NAS's
CO, Lo Bill Lucy, later reporred;

Sighred rwo He 1115 slightlv below on parallel course. Carried our an
attack. afver which one Heinkel dived steeply away — rwo Skuas from 801
MNAS were then seen 1o join the attack. Carried our artack on remaining
enermy — rwo Skuas of 807 NAS also artacked this atecralt, which hinally
escaped due w supetior speed. At 1555 his, retuming rowards home,
I sighted two He 11 bs. After oneshor arrack ammunition was expended.”

Although Russell had been hit and hid 1o ditch caely on in the acton,
a Heinkel was claimed by 801 NAS crows,

Now alerred o Ark Nopafs presence, the Luftwatle ser abour finding
the vessel the following day. Diespiite being huneed, dhe carrier continued
to send parrols ouc over Narvik and Oforfjord on 8 May. Lare rhar
aficrmioon, a o of Skuas — one of which (T2916/H) was Nown by Sub
Lt ' N Charleon — from 803 NAS aracked a latee Do 26 flying-boar,
which force-landed and was destroved by its crow: Nodd Charlron's
second sucoess was, however, marmed when his arrcah suffered an il
pump fatlure and he was obliged o diceh in Ot fond.

Dieeetiorating weather then haleed virtually all flying for several days,
during which time fow enemy aircraft were seen. Meanwhile. HMS
(rlorrasy and HMS Furions sailed for Norway from Ormey with RAF
Gladiarors and Huericanes embarked, although the formier also rerained
the S Gladiators-of B2 MAS for selfodefence, whilst Furfones relied on
the six biplane fighters of 804 NAS.

During the evacuation of the central
Norway expedition, Sea Gladistors
from 204 NAS, embarked in HMS
Furiows, provided fighter cover for
the fleet. One of the aireraft involved
was NZZ76/H. which i= thought to
have been the aircralt Hlown by

Lt Cdr J C Cockburn whan he
damaged & Ju 87 on 1 May 15940

|R € Sturtivant Collection]




The Aoyal Navy's first ‘rating” ace
was PO Al Theobald, who made
his initial claims in early June 1940
whilst flying Skuas with 803 NAS
offl Norway |J W Sleigh)

Dwuring the carly hours of 14 May, Ark Rayafs Skuas covered a landing
near Marvik and were then actve throughout the day. Auvacking a group
of He 1115, Bill Lucy, in his repular siveraft 1 2925/F, damaged one and
shared in the destrucnon of another from Seab 11/KG 26. However, the
only pilor to clatm more than five victories in the Skoa was then caugh in
crossfire from other He 111sand his aircraft exploded and fell ineo the
sea. Lucy, the Royil Navy's first ace 'of the war, and his observer, Ls
Michael Hanson, were bath killed. Diopald Gibson, who later became an
admiral, described his CO as both "heroic and a brilliane fisheer pilor’,

Maore bad weather precluded much flving on the 15ch, buron the T6rh
it improved enough for the German bombers 1o reappear, thus keeping
the paval Aphters ey Widh Narvik ouside the range of German sinsle
engined fighrers, the Lufrwaffe employed rwin-engined Messerschmirr
BE 110 and Ju 88 Zermererin the arex. One formation of six Ju 88 fyghiers
was engased over Rombalesfiord by 803 MAS just as the cncmy sighted
the Roval Mavy force. The sightng of the ships led 1o a further big
dophighe in the aftiernoon, during which two Ju 885 and a He 111 were
broughe down — a considerable achievement for the Skua crews,

lFurther skirmishes followed, and by the fime Ark Ropel withdrew
refuel onthe 17th, i Skuas had claimed theee Ju 885 aHe 111, 0 Do 17
and a Da 26 destroved since ardiving off Narvik. Nine Skuas and onc crew
— thar of the unformnace Lugy — had been Tost, however. The other rwo
carnen arrived offshore at this dme, and on the 210 they bepan
disembarking the RAF fighrers v Bardufoss, whilst the Sea Gladiarors
also patrolled the aren. Ark Ropal returned o Scapa on 26 May, and rwo
oy lazer three of 802 NAS s Sea Gladistors, Hown by Lis Feeny, Lyver
and Opilvie, shor down a He 115 which broke up on hirring che water
Marvik fell ro-the Allics che next day,

Despite this success, the stunning German advances in France and the
Low Countries following the launching of the Blirzkrier on 10 May
mcant that Allied priorities had changed, and rhe exploitation of gains in
northern Norway was now Impracticable. As o resule, Ard Ropal and
Crloriow revurned vo cover the Allied evacuation of Narvik on 2 Junc, with
troops commencing their pull our the following day. More inclement
weather initially protected the withdrowing forces, but asitimproved, the
Skeuas Aew pround avmck missions o cover the evacuanion,

Lhring the early hours of the 8rh, surviving RAF Hurricanes and
Gladistors from Nos 46 and 263 Sqns Bew sbouard Glorfons, which then
sersail for Beitain, However, thatafrermoon the carrier and 1s cscors were
intercepred by the bardecruisers Scharnborse and (retrenan and all were
sunk with grear foss of life, including the whole of 802 NAS. However,
the Sebarmborsswas hit by a torpedo fired by 1IMS Acasta — an event chat
was o havea profound effect on the naval Rghrer force.

Whilse (lorsons was beingsunk, Ark Ropadwas busy escoming a convoy
from MNarvik. During the evening of the 9th a formadon of bombers was
intercepred and the He 11T Hown by Oberleumant Bocking ol 3.7KG 26
wats shot down by s section Jed by Lt Donald Gibson, who made his firse
claim, as did PO Alf Theobald.

When news reached the Royal Navy thar the damaged battlecruiser
Scharmborst bad berthed 10 Trondheim for emerpency repairs, a strilee by
15 Skuas (six from BOD NAS and nine from 803 NA3S) was hasrily
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launched from Ark Royal on the night of 12013 JTune. Splir into two
tormarions, the Skuass had eo fishr for their bves through flak and

defending BE10% and BF 110 fighrers. Eighr were shor down, including

the aircraft flown by boch COs and the survivors anly esciped by
desperare low flving in the carly moming mise. One of the survivors was
flown by Lt Dionald Gilson, who recalled in his memoirs:

"W approached Trondheim hatbour in a shallow dive. Pat Gordon-
Smith, my observer, in his mamer of face voice 1wold me thar four
Messerychmirt 1089s were astern of our section, and | could see four
Messerschmite 1105 on my starboard side. T eould also see Sk going
down as | led my secrion down, This bombing atack could be compared
1o the Charge of the Light Brigade”

He evaded and was the last of the survivors to land on the carrier,

Gibson commented karer thar ‘Ideally, all furure admieals should be

shot at jnan sermplane while they are sl young!®

DuNKIRK

O 1 Felyruary 1940, BOG6 NAS was formed under Lt Cdre Chiardes Evans
wirth Skuas and a few Rocs for service abourd the new carrier HMS
Hlustreans. Soon afterwards, however, Evans had most of his experienced
piloes posted and replaced by men fresh our of raining. His senior
observer, Lt Digsmand Vincent-Jones, remembered their arrival;

The leok on the CO's face was unforgeiable and horeific, bue
first impressions can often be deceprive, Lirtle did we imagine whar
distinction this strange group would achieve in the months ahead. van
|.owe was the senior member, and theother sub lieuenanys were Stun Ore
and Frank Burtle; and the midshipmen meluded Jackie Sewell, Graham
Hopg and lohn Day. Ar least owo of them hadn’t started shaving, b
within a year most of them would have 135Cs pinned o their chests.”

Teyzether with Evans and his remaining ight commander, L Bill
Barnes, four of the newcamers would soon become aces.

Diring the Morwegian campaien 806 NAS flew a few atacks on
Bergen froam Hataton, lretiare rEturTing sowich o Worthy Down, bur early
on 28 May the unit a¢ alerted for an immediate move w Diecling, in Kenr,
i help cover the evacuation of the Bridsh Expedidonary Force from
the beaches ar Dunkirk. It was a rraumaric day, as [esmond Yincenr-

|lanes recalled:

Shua L3011 joined BO6 NAS when

tt first lormed, and was part of the
detachment seni by the unit to help
cover the evacuation of the Dunkirk
beaches. The fighter flew its first
sortie off the French coast on the
eviening of 28 May, with squadron
CO Lt Cdr Charles Evans at the
contrals {FH T Green Collection)




Our firse wieder L
Campbell-Horsctall, rook off from
Dething consisting of two Skuis and
one Rioe. The latter, crewed by Mid
A G Day and NA Jones. crashed an

take-off. although neither wax hur

SECLIM,

Within, 20 minutes we were cold
tharthis sccrion had been shor down
and we were w replace it immedi-
ately, Graham Hopp managed o
limp inra Manston wirh his aircrafr

ricddled wirh bullers and his air gun-
per hilld He travelled back by wain in his flying clothine. and was
arrested by a zealous milicary policeman tor heing an enemy parachutisd

Feeling as il we were living through some {rightful nightmare, and srill
sulfering from intense hangowvers, the OO and  mysclf ok off,
accompanied bya further Skua and 0 Roc. Dieciding after whint had gone
before that discretion was the better part of valolr, we accepted the advice
to practil Further from the shore, and to tike advantaze of available clond
cover —and sosurvived.

Iy seem that the Hrst section, (ying an unfamiliar eype wiearing naval
grey camdullage, hid been amacked by Fiendly” fighwers, During the
following afrernoan, a patrol comprising a pair of Skoas and a Roc, led by
|+ Bill Barnes, spotted five Jo B8x attacking a convoy off Ostend. They
attacked, claiming one bomber shot down and sending another limping
off and losing heighe with serions damage. Lt Vincenr-Jones was on hand
again o deseribe what is thought to be the Roc sonly confirmed victory;

The only-significant achievement of 806 NAS was whon a-secrion
surprised Ju 88s lurking over the line of ships. The Skuss armcked from
ahove, attracring the attention of the German aircrew, while the Rog,
pilated by Mid Pray, lew divectly under the Junkers and, as described by
Skua piler Lr Barnes, " Literally sawed ic in halfwirh the four gons in s
rarret firing upwards™. We all then landed safely ar Detling.

806 NAS was joined on 31 May by 3 derachmene from 801 NAS,
which mainly flow dive-bombing sorries, and they immediately suffered
lressesror marauching BE 108 thae same diay, One of s surviving pilots was

Lt Rounie Hay, who recalled being 'on one operation over the Channel

N s thought ihat the lumbering Roc
achioved only ong confirmed victory
- a Ju B8 |misidentified at the time
as an He 111] downed near Dunkirk
by an 806 MAS sircraft on 28 May
1840, Prior to seeing combat off the
French coast, L3105 had been flown
by several notable pilots whilst they
were working up with the squadron
[P H T Green Callection)

Alzo active over France was 801
MNAS, to which L3003 belonged,
MNote that the underside of its port
wing has been painted black as an
identification feature. This particular
maching was almost certainly flown
by Lt Ronnie Hay on 31 May, whan
his formation was. attacked by

Bf 109s (P H T Green Collection)
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eoast, where it was thought from a distance that a Spidire escort was abou
1o join us. The “Spartiees™, however, had black crosses and only four of us
from 801 NAS gor back. T was chased by a BE10Y unril finally shaking
bim off pver Morth Forcland'.

The i'ti:hl. however; wis nor complerely one-sided, as NA L W Miles,
the gunner flying with Lo W H Marivn, shot down the BE109 flovn by
Unteroffirier Werner Francke, who was killed. Two dayy later, nine
aircralt lrom 806 MNAS, lad by L Cdr Fvans (in L2989%/L6AY, had another
encounter during a mornine patral. Evany reparted;

‘Observed o srick of four bombs dropped ahead of a Brivish cruiser,
thoughe w be HMS Covenry. It is thoughr thae the enemy escaped 1n low
clond. Ar 1052 hrs a Ju 88 wis observed ancd was artacked by A Flight of
B NAS, and the encmy was scen 1o pass through tracer. The bomber
went inte s spiral to the rght and disappeared through the cloud rowards
the warer and was possibily destrayed.”

Skuas from borh unis contnued flying over France for x time, with
Bl NAS's derachment returning home on 27 Junie afrer furcher losses,

BATTLE OF BriTAIN ACES

To help alleviate a critical shortage of pilots in the RAF, in the middle of
1940 the Fleer Air Arm was asked for valunteers to be seconided to Fighrer
Command, and the first arrived in frontline squadrons on the eve of the
Bactle of Brivun. Amongst their number was Sub Lt Francis Dawson-
Paul, who was posted to Spitfire equipped No 64 Sqn ar Kenley. On
1 July he became the first of the seconded pilots 1o claim a kill when he
participated in the destruction of a Do 17, He wrore ar the time;

‘As "Blue 27, | was ordered wo scrmmble with "Blue Section™ ar 1830 hirs
w parrol base ac 20,000 fr. | first reporred a streak of white smaoke, which
[ identified was condensing exhaust gases coming from whae | thought
was the cnemy aircraft. This sereak was abowt 14 miles ahesd, and o the
sturhioard-of me — | was about twe miles behind “Blue 17, as my engine
was not giving full power.

‘Crossing the coast, [ passed one section of Hurricanes, and a5 | drow
nearer | saw anorher secrion in line astern preparing vo avtack. “Blue 17
was. also preparing himsell for an armack, 1 condluded thar the eneny
atrcraft must have sighted dve Hurricanes and “Blue 17, as it starred 1o
take evgsive acrion and lost height in a seeep spiral. T followed down,
drawing towards i, and after the Hurrcanes and “Blue 1™ had delivered
rheir amack, | overhauled it and apened fire at approximarchy 150 vards,
closingr up 1o abour 50 yards as | gave iethree burses. Tsaw my bullers enter
the reir portion of the enemy aircraft, | broke swav to pore, gained height
and delivered anocher accack from the rear.

"This ime the enemy aircraft numed to portand [ broke wo starboard,
and Iwas just positioning myselFforanother attack when | saw the enenyy
atrcraft serike the water and sink almost a1 once. My aircmaft was hicfour
times, twice in the starboard mainpline, and owice underneath the
tudder. I retutned 1o Kenley atapprosimatche 1955 hrs.

Thar same dav Roval Navy piloes Sub Lis Dickie Cork and Jimmie’
Gardner and Mid R | Parrerson joined Hurricane-equipped No 242 Sqn,
commanded by the legendary Sqn Lilr Dounglas Bader, Also flying
Flurricancs, bug with No 213 Sqgn, was Sub Lt Denis Jeram, who made his

The first Royal Navy pilot to become
an ace whilst on sesondment (o the
RAF in the summer of 1940 was Sub
Lt Francis Dawson-Paul, who briefly
Hew Spitfires with No 64 Sgn from
Kanley, Having claimed 71/2 kills
between 1 and 25 July 1940, he was
shot down over the Channel on the
latter date by a Bf 109E and fished
out of the water by the crew of a
Garman E-boat Dawson-Paul had
suffered grisvous wounda during
the engagement, and he died on

30 July 1940 (CCB)




first handling sorce with the unic
the next day. Jeram flew his first
patrol in what becarre his: regubar
mount (AK-U') on the 9th when

he participated in two patrols ofl

Bolt Head in response to the Luft
walfe concentrasing its arracks on
coastal convaws in the Charmel,

Ar No 242 Sqn, the naval pilows

quickly made a pood impression on
Bader, and ir was Jimmic’ Gardner
who; on 10 July, claimed the unics
firse bomber when some 25 miles
off Lowestoft. He later described
the evers thur untoldeds;

We went into thic clowd ar 2000
fr. and ar abous 20,000 i we were
still lying wingtip to wingtip and it was gering vory bumpy. In the end |
lele I just had to break away, which | did. otherwise T might bave run into
the acher aircraft. Tthen drcled my way down w the ground. looking for
agap in the cloud. To be frank | had sever acempred blind flying in my
life, but that's the way itwas in war — you just gor on with i

*| came put over a small convoy of Freighters poing up the cast coast and
there was s He 111 bombing them, its greenish grey camouflage showing
up asainst the scaand clouds. 1 was able to larch ongo him as he quickly
dived back for the Durch coast, baving spowed me. ! muse admic L had o
gor full throtde and then break the emergency boost to ger more power
anid carch him up. | fired when within range, and he went down hallway

between the English and Dutch coases: T suddenly found my windscreen

covered in oil, and thoughe that with all thatexeea power | had damaged
my engine. | was prewey perturbed, so | headed back home very quickly.
Buir | realised, as T oormned west, thar it was oil from the Heinkel | had been

shootmg and not mine,

Two of the Royal Mavy pilots who
joined MNo 247 Sqn became aces —
Sub Lts Dickie Cork (lefth snd
Jimmie Gardner (right). Both mon
wiould later increase their scores
in the Mediterrangan [Tim Graves]

No 242 Sqn Hurricane | V72037LE-T
wias regularly flown by Sub Lt
Jimmie Gardner from mid July,
although he made no claims with

It. RAF ace Pht OFf John Latta (a
Canadian] was shot down and killed
whilst flying V7203 over France an
12 January 1941 (via G A Pitchifork]
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An unidentifled pilot from Mo 64 Later thar day Sub Le Davwson-Paul became involved inoan action with
San runs for his Spitfire | at Kenley BF 1 105 over Dover and destroyed rwo of them o make him the firseof
MR e the seconded Roval Navy pilos to become an ace with the RAF, Hiswas,
however, a brief glory, for on the 25th, having destroyved a BE 109 and
taken his toral vo 712 klls, he was in tum shor down. Alchough picked up
by an E-boar, Dawson-Paul died of his wiounds five days later.

The day after Divwson-Paul had ‘made ace’, Denis Teram of No 213
Sqn expericnced his first combat when he downed a Ju 88:

O parrol, we sighred barge numbers uf Tu B85, 50 1 opencd fire o one,
silencing his rear guny, He then dived suddenly, letting owt a length of

wire artached o a parachute. He continued his dive, with peool, o1l and

smoke ssoing forth. | broke away and apened fire on another. His

starboard engine caughr fire and he dived towards Chesil Beach. T fired

several shorr burses ar another enemy aireraft, and remurned when our of

ammunicion. |he seeond aiveraft was definitely descroyed.’

Having been credired with o deseroyed and a probable, the following
day, when soith of die Needles at the controls of P3585/AK-0), Jeram
shor down a BE1T0. By mid Seprenber be had four kills o his credie, but
hie had wo wait for more than rwo vears oo gdin his all-imporeant ith!

Another of the nuval pilows o By Spitfires was Sub Le Arthur Blake, who
served with Mo 19 Sgn, where he wae natstally nicknamed “Admiral’,

One of his comtempararies said of him, 'Archure was noca "ty ha” presy

on fighrer boy beloved by the press at the ime. He was quictly spoken,
fustifiahly selfconfident and amiable with all mnks in the sqisadron,

witherut being patronising. He was o brave and capable pilot’.

His long dme pee-war friend was Dickie Cork of No 242 Sqn, who,

over Hachield ar 1700 hrson 30 Aueust, experienced his firse combaras he

described 3 lerter ro g foend;




"The suddenness and speed of
the fisht ook me by surprise; and
irwas all | could doto keepup with
my fight commander. As we came
down, the sky scemed full of black
crosses, and whichever way  we
wiried Nagi bombers seemed o
block our way, bur we hir them

hard and sene them skidding in all
directions. Their fighrer escors
were preroy uscless, and seemed
more concerned with protecting
themselves. In the ensuing Hight we
managed & destroy 12, hur miost
of the action and my own contribution remains a blur,

His first combar was, however, successful, and he was credied with a
BF | 10 destroved and a share in a second.

Arthuer Blake made his liest cluim on 3 Seprember, when he damaged o
BI 110 over Colchester, V'wo weeks lacer, with the Barre of Brouain azis
pealk, he shor down a brace of BE 1085 over Canerbury to lecome an ace
—astatus Cork had achieved 48 hours earlier on what is now celebrared as
‘Bactle of Brivain Daay' (15 Seprember), as he described;

“We were artacked from above and behind by a number of Me 1095,
The order was given on BRI 1o break formarion, sol brole sharply away
withan Me on my tail. | was now in a dive and suddenty Hew through the
second squadron in the wing foemation and lost the enemy machine. Ac
the same titne Fsaw o Do 17 on my starboard, flving north-west. 1 dived
G000 fi to aetack it and fired 2 long burst ar the pors engine, which started
o smoke, | armcked agam on the beam - large pieces of the cnemy
maching Hew all and his stasboard wing burst into Bames near the wing
tip. He dived straighrinto the cloud, heading rowards 4 clear parch, so 1
waireel unril he came ourinea the open and fired another burst in 2 head
on attack and die machine dived nto the ground.’

Jimmic' Gardner was not far behind him in achieving ace status, for on
the 18ch, over the Thames Estuary, be was credited with the destruction
of twi Do 175 10 take his ol w five. Both he and Cork were soon
decorated with thie DSC. However,
on 29 October "Admiral’ Blake
failed 1o retumn lrom o pagzol. His
L), Sqn Ldr Brian “Sandy” Lane,
himself an ace, wrote Tt & o grem
levss 1o the squadren, as he was very
well liked by all, as well as a piler of
exceprional abilin.

Some 38 paval pilots were sec
onded o serve with Fighter Com-
mand — 12 made claims and fowr
became aces during the Barrle of
Bricain, and another subsequently,
However, seven of them were killed

and two wounded - 2 high price.

Sub Lt Jimmie Gardner's regular
aircratt with No 242 Sqn bore

a suitably nautical decoration -
the signal flags for Lord Nelson's
famous order during the Battle
of Trafalgar! | Tim Graves]

The second Royal Navy Spitfire ace
wizs Sub Lt Arthur Blake, who flew
with No 18 Sgn. He too was killed

in action belore the end of the Battle
of Britain |via C F Shores]
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MEDITERRANEAN
BATTLES

he declaration of war by Ttaly against Brimin and France on |
10 June 1940 immediaccly chrestened the main sea route m the I
Empire that ran through rhe Mediterranean via dhe Swer Canal.
Also threarened was the swarepically vital island of Ralea; In the
Medherranean, highrers of the Fleer Alr Arm fought same of their fiercest
engagements. and each of the fleer carriers deployed was severely
darmaged by enemy acton. with twi, plus an escorr carrier, sunk,

When war with Imaly began, the only aircraft qurmer in the
Medirerranean was HMS Eagle, which had no fighrers embarked. However,
is Commander (Air), Cdr Chades Keghly-Peach (micknamed “K-P),
proimply ook steps ro recrify this sfwation, and on 18 June the ship’s
ligheer Flishe, pareneed by 813 NAS, was formed with four Se Gladiawons
brought curof storage from Malt

Ironically, the Fleer Air Arm's first combar missions in-thearre were

3 A - [
flown against erstwhile ally France. for the fate of its pawerful fleer based

in Algena was of the utmost concern tallowing the French surrender to
the Gerrmans on 22 June. Eleven davs lager. France rejecied an altmaram
for s vessels o join the bght sgamsr the Axis or sail o neutral territary.
The Royal Navy's powerful Gibraltar-based Force *H' then bombarded
the French Heer, whilst overhead, Aré Rowald Skuas soon became
embroiled with Vichy French fighrers, Le "Bill' Bruen of 803 NAS R

damaged 1 Hawk 75 and a Motane MS. 406 over the harbour of Mers ¢l Ak h!'qu R e e

Kebir, belore leading his secrion to artack a Bresuer Biverte flying-boar it weas Hown by Lt Bill Bruen during

thar was shot down to enable him 1o claim his first victory. The harsou the attack on the French flest an

3 Juiy 1940, when ha made his first
claima. Bruen was also flying L2327
when he achisved his next victaries
convoy operations, and on 9 July a secrion from 800 NAS, led by unic CO an 21 August (Author’s Collection|

Lt Smeeron, with Sub Lo Eoll and

was armacked again on 6 July

Upon the completion of this distaseeful action Foree 'H' resimed

PO Sabey, aracked a shadowing
Cant Z.5068 floatplane, Once the
latter ‘had landed on the water, the
Skuas continued o strafe it undl it
wastotally destraved. The Cant was
the first lralian aircraft co Gl w the
Eleet A Arm. [ater thar same day
40 Savoia 5.79 bombers appeared,
and Skuos of 803 NAS, led |:'|_1r Lt
Donald Gibson, intercepred them.
Flying with PO AIF Theobald was
MNA e Frias, who recalled:

Gaibson led the secnion down ina

diving turn o ger ar them, and for




some reason Theo didn't gera decent
burstin, Weended up Hying straighe
andl level, with the eneimy leader only
40 ft off our starboard beam, [ conld
hardly believe i wis happening as |
openad up with the Lewis gun on a
simple no deflecdon shor, using the
ngse of the cnemy as @i aiming
point. The aircealt went inm a dive
and 1 caught a glimpse of it going
inco the se.’

Fredey' de Frias recoived the
D56 fior his efforrs in the acrion that
contnued his pilor's path tey acedom.

Further east, HMS Eeple shandful

of Sea Gladiarors: saw their fist
action on 171 July when Libyun-based 5.79s made repeared attacks on the
fleet. Shortly after lunch, Keighly-Peach and Tt Kenneth Keith siphted a
formatian of five hombers and "K-1" attacked the aircraft ro the lefe of the
formarion —a W Gragpe tmichine from the | 94% Sqradgdia, flown by
Sottotenente Floreani —while Keith went forone on the tighe. "K-1" made
three armacks, dosing w within 30 yards of his targes and setring the
bomber alight before it spun into the sea. However, mium fire bt his Sea
Gladiator, with shrapnel entering K-1"s thigh — it was finally tecovered
in 1976

Skirmmishes continued, and off Crere carly on the 13th, Keghly-Peach
miade theee atracks on a shadowing 579 out of the sun and reporred
Mames coming fromi the pore wing before it spun inco the sea, Three hour
later, he and Keith saw three more Savoias approsching from Rhodes,
Baoth the biplanes attacked the aircratt o the left of the formation. which
fell into the seq in Aames. Keith destroyed yet-another 3.79 later that
afrernoon, as Fagles siall band of biplane fighrers continued o defend
the fleer On 29 July the flighe's Lr Par Massy made the first of his six

claims when be shor down ane of the ssemingly ever present 5.7 %,

Meanwhile, 1n the west, Ark H’ﬁ_:.-..']r |'|L'|p:~."| cover the (s deliver iaf

Hurrcanes o Malea, these aireraft being flown off the old carrier FIMS
Argus. During this operation, s section of Skuas led by Lt Donald Gibson
shor-divwn the 5.79 carrying Genrale Cagna, epmmander-of the Regra
Arrarauireain Sardinia.

In'mid August the Mediterranean Fleer raided the por of Bandia; in
Libya, and during its withdrawal, on the 17th, the vessels were subjected
to bombing arrack: In order to provide additional cover for this
operation, three of BaglesSea Gladiators had been fown o Sidi Barsin,
in Libya, prior 1o the raid. Flying from here during the morning of the
wthdriwal, Cdr Keighly-Peach made three attacks on a bomber and saw
picces fall off and o man bale out as the aircraft rapidly lost heyghy as i
disappeared ingo clowd.

Larer that month, during the fleet’s nest opetation, Keighly-Peach
Jn[s:i.:.:prn{ a lih.ﬁiuwnlgl 75068, a3 he later described;

Again ofl Crete 1 came-across:a Cane 7223068 — T think dhe crow

must have been asteep, as | was olfered no opposition, and felo almosr

The first flaet fighters in the
Mediterranean were the Sea
Gladiators of HMS Eagle's Fighter
Flight, lormed by Cdr Charles
Koighly-Peach. He made all of

his claims in NBS17/6-A, which

is seen hare landing back abaard
Ezgle’s deck in July 1940

|/ £ Srurtivant Collection}

This poor, but very rare, photo is of
thee leading Sea Gladiator pilot, Cdr
Charles Keighly-Peach, whao in five
successiul combats claimed 37)2

aircraft destroyed and one probable.

A regular officer, he was awarded
a DSO for his leadership of Eagle’s
Fighter Flight, which provided
much nesded air defence for the
fleet against the Aegia Aeromautica
|wia B Culfi
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committing murder — it was too éasy. The Canr dicched off the coast of
Crere and Tsaw the crew descending via parachutes, and they must have
come down close enough 1 land to be able o swin ashore,

This was his fifch dlaim: all of which he gained fiving Sca Gladiaeoe
MN3517, o make him the mostsuccessfisl Rayal Navy pilor on rvpe.

Thar same day, 31 Auwgust, far to the west off the Balearic Lilands, Skias
ol 803 NAS, led by Lt Bill Braen. found a Cant 7.501 fiying-boat in the
civil muarkings of At Lirtori, albeic lown by u military crew, [n his repost
Bruen wrote:

“The secrion pacrolling ar 12,000 ft was ordered 1o steer D90 ac 10,000
fr and search for o shadower which was soan observed Tow divwn, TN
away from the fect. The secrion atrcked from pp-sun, the hrst hurse
starting a bad perral leak in the starboard w ing tank. Durking owr attacks
the enemy aircralt appeared ro ateempe to alight i the sea, bur bounced
and erashed. No survivors were observed, lames and smaoke from the
e HIE ENEMY WIS E3Ci socn l.| I lhc feet bm i!l‘F awav]

Ar the end of Auguest 1940 0 powerful new presence arrved in the
regian for service with the Mediterranean Ileet in the shape of HMS
Hlrserioes. She wis the lead ship of a new dass of carrier fitted with an
armoured flightdeck — and as events would show, they were to prove theis
warth! Embarked was 806 MNAS, still led by | 1 Cdr Charles Evans, I.|.1.'1|1g
the limst Fairey Fulmar cight-gun fighters. These were soon in actian,

During an operation off Rhodes on 2 Scpeember, theee Fulmars, led by
Fvans, cheered the entire et by shooting down 2 Cane 2,507 Hying-
boat. The orher pilors involved were Suly Le fvan Lowe, making his first
claim, and Lt Cdr Kilrov. However, an amack by 5,79 resalted, and juse
before 1500 hrs Le Bill Barnes" secrion intercepred them, as descrlied by
806 NAS s semior observer, L Destnond Vincent-Jones, ‘Barnes, a5 he
always did, pressed home his arack unnl b appeared to almost ram thie
encmy bomber. The fime of Barnes’ eight vicorics was shot down i
Aames. Also involved was anodher of the waics rising stars, Sub Le Jackie
Sewell, who cluimed two orhers. although teturn fire damuged his Fulmar

sy badly thar he had to be shepherded wo Malta by Bl Baenes.

One of the 806 NAS pllots to

rise to prominence in 1940 was
Sub L1 Stanloy Orr, who by the
ond of the year had become an ace
|via & F Shores)

The first victory for the Fulmar was
claimed by N1886 of B0G NAS on

2 September 1940 when Sub Lt lvan
Lowe shared in the destruction of

& Cant Z.507 with two other pliots

trom his unit (D J Triba




OffF the Dodecanese two morn-
ings larer; Lo Cdr Kilroy and Sub Lt
Stanley Ore shot down 8 Savoia
5.81, while an hour later Barnies and
Sewell artacked a Formarion of 5,785
and sheit ane down after closing (o
within 100 yards of their victiny

Chrr's second vicmory camie on the
17th in the borm of a Z.501 flying
boat that he recalled had ‘colourful
painework, wirth the rop wing like a
ristng sun. Flaving atacked, the wir-
ceaft stareed o pull up, the pilor
obviously having heen killed, before it spun to destruction into the sea’.

With the fleet conunuing operations in the castern Meditetrancan,
another of 806 NAS's voung pilots began his suceessful carcer shortly
before lunch on 24 Seprember when Sub Lt Graham Hoger articked o
Z.501 which went spivalling down in Names, Mtrions ' fighrees found
more action on 12 October whilst covering a convoy to Mal that was
vigonrously opposed by Sicily-based hambers. Late in the mocning,
losmaticns of Savoia S7% appeared, and Ly Cdre Evans with Sub Lts
Hopp and Lowe shared in the destrucrion of rwo of them close o the
carrier, Charles Fvans' shared cluim made him che Royal Navy's latestace,
an achievement Tackie Sewell achieved on 1 Movember - anather of no
less than nini pilots from 806 NAS thar would become aces whilst flying
the Fulmar.

Sewell's next vicrory, on 8 November, was somewhat different. Ar the
contral of one of the Sea Gladiators rransferred ro 806 NAS from Eagle.
and in company with Lt O ] R Nichols; he ciught and shot down an
Avgrusta-based Cant 2501 of 186" Syuadriplia. Soon afterwards, a
Formation of 5.7% wis detecred approaching the force some 1540 miles
eastof Malra and Lr Cdr Evans clamed ones with o secomd being shared
with Sub Lts Hogg and Lowe.

The flect remained under surveillance as prepamtions for the torpedo-
bomber artack on Tammioeontinued . On the 10th, Jackie Sewell and Bl
Barpes combined 1o destroy Souorenents Fori's Z.501, which they
chased down to sca level and then serafed. This gave Sewell his seventh
siciess, whilst the share ook Bill Barnes 10 acedom. The following day
Tvan Lowe shared in the destruction of anodher Z:501 1o reach ace status,

In the weseorn Medirerrancan with Farce "H', Ark Roya! now had the
Fulmars of 808 NAS embarked, bt it also rerained 00 MNASs Skoos
within its air geoug too. Ark Royelt Fulmars goc their first taste of suocess
during operations off Sardinia in cardy November when, on the 8th, 808
NAS CO Ex Rupen Tillard intercepeed asolitary 5,79 Avacking it from
asternt, he sent the bomber crashing int the sea. His squadron’s firse
victory alsa ser him on the road o acedom.

At the end of the month a major action took place south of Sardinia
when seven Shuas aracked threc ltalian cruisces, although they only
managed ncar misses with their bombs, However, others, imcluding
une fliown by PO Sabey, shor down an Redd Aoarplane in famcs,
Meanwhile, a Fulmat patrel froni 808 NAS, led by Lo led Taylour,

Sub Lt Stanley Orr's second victory
was this Z 507 Nying-boat, which he
shot down off the Dodecanese on

2 September 1940, He described it
as having a “top wing painted like

a rising sun’ in his combat report
(D J Tribel

Tha first pilot to achieve five
victories with the Fulmar was Sub
Lt Jackie Sewell of 306 NAS, who
also claimed two in Sea Gladiators
as well [via CF Shores)
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Ark Royal's Fulmar unit was

BOE NAS, which saw much action
ovar the western Mediterranean
throughout 1941

[P H T Green Collection)

caught a 7501 altera long chase and shor it into the sea off the Alserian
coast, where it blew up on impact, 808 NAS engaged more frabian aireraft

that alicrnoon, imd amongst other claims, Tillard downed an 5.7,

ENTER THE LUFTWAFFE -

In-curly fanuary 1941 Foree 'H' escorred another Malia convay, and on
the Och 808 NASs Fulmurs encounrered Sardinian-based § 795, of which
their €O shor down two. Their demise auacde Ruperr Tillard the frse
Royal Navy pilor of 1941 o ‘maki ace’, and boh he und his oliserver, Lt
Samerville, were awirded DSCushardy afrerwards. However, the balance
of powerin the Medirerranean was about to change with the arrival ofthe
Lufiwalte's Flesgerkorps Xim [raly,

In the central Mediterrancan the following day, as Msrriony "airciaf
attacked an lalian convey, Lt Robent Hetdley was on CAT and repored
that ‘an aircrafr identified a5 a Messerschminn 109 avempied 1o join the
formation, but did nor artack: When it broke away. the Fulmars proved
toa slow to pursie ic. A lrede lacer he came across an §.79, which he shor
dow in company with Lt Jackic Sowell However, as he recalled;

TheS.7% made a low passover the fleet, which drew us offac low aldrude
amwl high speed o the southeast, and dhis 1 wrn allowed the Germans
t make their attack. By the tme | got back, withiour amswnivian, sl 1
could do was 1o make dummy passes at them as they starred their dives on
the carrier,”

Armcking the fleer just as rwo 5,7% made their coutageous wompedn
runs o flutrous were Jo 87s trom LScG 1 and 1./505 2, Pollowing a
lomg stern chase, Sub Lts Stan Orr wnid Graham Hogg also sucreeded in
shoating ane of the Savoias down, although ictook all their ammuniton
1o do so. The Stubas hin the carrier with six bombs, and although Sub Lt
Tvan Lowe managed to ger onc, he was wounded by return fire and foreed
o divch, with his ohserver dead. Le Bill Barnes, with Lt Vincent-Jones,
had a narrow escape, leaving the deck just as the hombs seruck, Vincene-
Jomnes recalled:




When we had resched a few
hundred feer we found ourselves
surrounded by Ju 875 as they were
pulling. ouw of their dives. Somi
were very close and | could dlearly
s the rear gunmers firog ar us 1
lonorked deown and saw poor -
ous passing through huge columns
of water, with smoke coming trom
the after end of the Qight deck.

‘Meanwhile, Bames: had #o
shortage of tarpers— he had, in facr,
tow maby, and contented hindself
with pumping bursts inro Stuka after Stuka as they cane through his
sights — and there was no guestion of not being able to see the whites of
their eves! Tound icdifficult to see whar was going onup fron, boe [saw
one Staka go down with smoke pooring our of its engine. The nex ching
I remember was Bill Baries telling me thar we were our of ammunirion.”

They wete ordered to land ar Hal Far, in Malm, fo where their battered
ship limped for emergency repairs,

806 NAS's seven remaining fighters Aew protective cover over Grond
Harbowr, as the presence of Miwsoreens acred like » magner to enemy
bombers and Malta's long ordeal entered & new and rereible phase. The
Fulmar piloss still i successes, and doring furcher raids on the 19th,
806 NAS's Robert Henley was amongst those oo see actiong

‘I recall & fairly massive mid of Jo 875 and Ju 885 with all available
Rghters serambled — some four Fulmars - and we just Aew -around
unconirolled, shooting aranvthing thar came within range. The poorald
Fulmar had problems gaming height and speed againse the Jo 88s. My
pircralt was hit, T dhink 1wy embartassment, |.'Ij.' a lu B7. which ETﬂppﬂi
iy etigine some miles cast-south-cast of Hal Far.”

Henley dirched and was rescued, and, living to hight another day, was
credited with & Ju 85 destroyed.

806 NAS also acquired the remaining Sen Gladiztors from the RAF's
Mo 261 Sqo ar this time, and when Hyving one of them on 24 fanuary,
Jackie Sewell saw wracer [ire coming past his wings; followed by a Ju B8
diving towards Hal Far. Sewcll followed as Tt Vincent-Jones, who
wimnessed the action, said, From the ground it gave the impression of a
terrier yapping at the beels of & piastifll’

Another who flew from Malea was Stanley Ovr, who at dusk on 5
February scrambled as bombs rained down, His observer was Ly Vincenr-
Jones, who descyibed geting airbarne as the bambs came down;

"‘Orr sighred a Dornicr (acrually a Ju 88) sithouered againsy the sunser
ro the west and gave chase. We made our approach [rom his porcquarier,
and another Fulmar came up opposite us and concentrared on his
srarboard enpine. Whar looked like o stream of pink }_:ulr balls passed
berween the two Fulmars without domg any damage. 1t was ot long
before the Dornier wene down into a shallow dive, with a fire breaking
aut in the cabin, Moments larer it hir the wairer, which seon put the fire
gut. Orrwas so tntent on his gunnery that he only just remembered 1o
pull vut on tiene. At least there wis no doubt abour this one.”

Lt Bill Barnes’ observer snapped
this photograph of an 806 NAS
Fulmar flying on his wing during

a patral from Nustrious in late 1940
(B J Tribve)
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However, Malm's skies were becoming increasingly dangerous with
741G 26's BY 109Es: now maruding over the island, and on 2 March
three Fulmars, led by Lt Barnes; scrambled wgainst-them and all kanded
safely, allicir damaged. Tragically that nighe Bill Barnes; described ps
‘undoubredly one of the finest officers and mosr couragegus aviators that

the Royal Mavy hac evet produced’, was shor dead in errocby a sentry

CRETE

| }lll'ir‘ngl;x‘hril;ur}': 500 NAS's Skuas made cheir last claims, and the newest
armoured carder, HMS Formridable, armived in the Medirerranean. Thai
same manth, in Egype. 805 WNAS formed wich Fulmarsand Buffalos. The
unitwas ordered eo provide protection [or the island of Crere, so in mid
February it detuched chree Fulmars to Malemc under the command of Ly
“Skects’ Harris of thie Royal Mannes: They wiere soon in actoon.

803 NAS also embarked three Skuas, along with three from 806 MNAS,
in HMS Fagle to escort a convoy, which was attacked on the 215t by
He 1115 of 4./KG 26 [rom Bhodes, One was downed by Lr Cdr Alan
Black, CO of 805 NAS, and anodher one fell w 806 NAS s 1o Bab
MacDeomald-Hall and his wingman,

Formidablehad the Fulmars of 803 NAS, led by the highly experienced
Lr “Bill' Broen, embarked, as well a8 some addivional aireraft fram 806
WAL T arnval jn-theatre was rimely. for in carly March the move
of almest 60,000 woops into Greeoe began. Crere thus became: a
straregically vital location in suppornt of the Greek campaign, and irs
importance warranted the desparch of six more Fulmars and chree
Buffalos from 805 MNAS as retnforcements for T4 Harns' flighr.

On the maorning of 19 Pebruary, three Fulinars aird 5 Bullils (the
lutcer flvwn by Lt Rupérr Brabrer, who was then the Member ol
Parliament for Hythe) scrambled agrainst an incoming raid. Lr Robert

Kay. with Leading Airman (LA) Stockman as hic eelegraphistfair gunner

Lt Bill Barnes of 8306 NAS, who was
an outstanding officer and pilot, was
tragically killed when he was shot in
error by a sentry on Malta

|0 J Trifwel

During 8 scramble from Crete an
18 March 1841, Bulialo | AS419

ol 805 NAS, flown by Lt Rupert
Brabnar, sulfored an engine failure
and overturned when landing at
Maleme (D H Costes|




{TAG), atracked the 5.79s shooting one down and damaging two mare.
Howeyer, their figheer dhen collided with 2 fourth and crashed ino the
sex. ['he mroopships” presence mamurally areracred enemy arcention, and
whilst escorting a convoy on 21 March, Formideble-based Tr Bruen
cocouncered a Ju 88 and sene it crashing ino the sea

On 28 March, as the Medirerranean Fleer engaged an lalian force off
Cape Matapun, Lt Donald Gibson and 0 AIF Theohald, again from
Formidable, siphted a pair of Ju 885, Theobald's observer was LA Freddy
de Frias, who many years larer described the cvenis:

"Theenemy eet was just about insight when Theobald sported a Ju B8
below us, The two Fulmars wentineo a diving awack (owr only chanee of
gerting a Ju 88) and shot it down. At our speed of just over 200 knoes you
only goit o pass. Foronmately, s Albacore observer reported seeing the
Jlunkers going inco the sca, and soa confirmied claim was allowed '

This share made Alf Theabald the first Royal Navy raring pilor 1o
becitme an ace: Below, the Batde of Mampan continued, evennally
leaving the lealians routed, théir bartdeship damaced and three cruisets
and two destroyers sunk. In spire of this suceess. the German invasion of
the Balkans on & April tanstormed the situation in Greeee, and within
rwo wiecks an evacuarion wasordered.

In an eforr o hinder enemy operstions in Libva, the Roval Navy
despatchied vessels to bombard the port of Tripali. After refuelling ar Suda
Bay, Crete, on 20 April, the flece sailed for Tripoli soon afror dawn. That
maorning, apair of 806 NAS Fulmars, flown by Charles bvans and Sub Le
Jackie Sewell, found & transiting Cang Z1007his, which they shot down
in shorrorder - this was Evans’ renth, and lase, victory.

Two hours' later a formation of five: Ju 52/3m transports from
LIKG:DLY 9 were spotted ‘e route to Africa: and these were arracked by
two sections from 800 NAS, The first secton of Lo Shears and Sub Lt
Sparke was quickly joined by the orher, led by Lt Henley. Four of the
tranaports were credited as shot down — one 1o Henley For his third
vicary, onc to Shears and owo o Julian Sparke, thus beginning his
metenric rise to acedom, although Shears” Fulmar was shor down,

Sparke was a pre-war regular who had won & DSC flving Alhacorss
during the Dunkark evacuaron, and he had subsequendy been 'tecruited”
by Exans for his aggressive spint.

Asthe lleet withdrew from Tripoli the following day. heavy airstacks
were anticipared. A shadower was duly shot down in the carly afternoon
when Sab Les Stan Orr and Graham Hogg found a Do 24N flying-boar
ul Seenotitaffel 6 Mying low over the sea. They quickly foreed the Dornier
down with ies pore engine on fire, and each time it artempred 1o take off
again bt was attacked and left sinking. The cxpeered amack evenmally
came late in the afteroon of the 2 20d, and the bombers were :inr::ru:pttd
by 803 NAS €O Le Bill Bruen. He led a seodon from his unic wich a
second one from 806 NAS comprising Henley and Sparke — the larer
pair shot down Uneeroffider Gerhard Pliel’s Ju 8.

With rhe cvacuation of Greece in full flow, shipping heading for Suda
Bay mame under further air armcks, although Fulmars from Formidable
and 805 NAS provided sscort whenever passible.

In spite of the simation in Greece, the survival of Make remained of the
uteisr importanee, and @t the béginning of May 2 heavily escorred
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Ancther pilot who attained
prominence during the spring of
1941 was Sub Lt Julian Sparke of
BOE MAS. He claimed six victories
I lews than thres wesks of combist
prior to being killed in action on

11 May (C Lamb}

corvay, code tanted Tiger, safled and evensally came underatack near
Sardinia on the Sth. Ask Roped had recontly embarked 4 second Fulmar
unir in the form of 807 NAS, and as the first mitd developed. eighr were
lastniched o supplement four from BOS NAS, led by Lt Rupert Tillard,

As the fighters approached the force of 16 5.79s, they were in turn
bounced by escorring Fiar CRA425, and Tillard, artempting to dogfigh
with the nimble biplanes, was shot down and killed, along wich his
observer, Lr Somerville. Lt Ted Vaylour's aircraft was also hic and his
I'AG hadly wounded. As the bambers pressed on ro the carrier, the st
Fualmiaes from 807 NAS arrived. Lt ‘Buster” Hallerr waded in, hitring one
of the Savoias, bur his figheer was in tumn struck by recum fire and he was
then forced o dirche Barde of Bomin ace Lt Jinmie Gardner -also
attacked the same 579 as Hallerr, which duly disineegraced under the
weighi of his final burst, thus opening the squadron’s account.

Pwer hoers larer another section from 808 NAS, led by Lt Ronnie Hay
{whio had daimed his [ifth victory the previows month), shot down an
5.79 off Galita Island. As was so rypical of the Malea convoy bartles,
the dav’s action was not ver over, for just before dusk another naid
approached, and once again the Fulars were scrambled. The intruders
were 28 Ju 87s of LiStG 1, escarted by six BF | 10s from 9./2G 20, The
airborme section of BUT NAS went for the escort, whilst the remaining
Fulmars from both squadrons atacked the dive-bombers. Lr Taylour of
808 NAS downed oncof the Stukas before being hi. forcing him ta limp
back to Ak Ropalwith his starhoard undercarriage dongling.

The other section had also enjoyed success, with Jimmie Gardner
destroving two Jo 875, However, his fighrer was also badly hit, and he too
crashed on Ark Ropelrdeck upon his réuirn o the ship.

Further esse, the Mediterrangan Fleet was pushing wesoward o support
“Tiger', and ir roo saw some heavy fighring. Among those who daimed
victories was Lt Bob MacDanald-Hall of 806 NAS, whao recalled:

We came across two He 1115, the fisc of which | rather soupidly few
in formation with somie 50 vards behind! | seill managed o blow up the
Heinkel's starhoard engine, however, the debris of which — being glycol
and [uel — smothered my cockpit and Twatched ic cartwhecl down and hit
the sea. | then rejoined 'Touchbourne, and we harassed, amacked and shor
down the other Heinkel, prior o returmngg vo Formela e,

A third He 111 fell o pilos [rom 803 NAS, led by Lo Bill Bruen. The
destruction of Oberlonmnant Max Voigt's | H+ 1M of 5./KG 26 made him
the Nivy's larese e

Later that day, Lt Robert Henley of 806 NAS shared in the destruction
of a reconnaissance fu 88 off Cap Pessero with Sub Lt Julian Sparke,
whilst MacDonald-Hall and Touchbourne found o second - Junkers
bomber, which they atacked and saw crash into the sea.

Bad weather then intervened, helping to shicld the fleer through much
of the 9rh. However, that afternoon 2 Ju 88 frem T{F)L/121 was shor
down by Healev and Sparke, so elevaring both pilots to acedom. Action
for the naval fighrers then decreased somewhar, although rwo days later
nine Ju 88s appeared overhead. The irrepressible Julian Sparke, who in
just over three weels had becomie an ace, and been awarded two bars o
his DS, arcacked Ju 88 LI+IR of 7./1G 1 flown by Oberfeldwebel

Engel. He pressed his attack home to such o degree that both sircrali




collided and fell to dheir destrucrion. Thus ended Sparke’s shore but
acton-packed caresr axa H.ghu:r piloe
The ineense action had left Formigable with jost four serviceable

Fulmars, and with no immediate replacermems, it was thus ininally pooedy
placed ro play i significant rule in the forthcoming barde for Crere, The
Hedt retarned to porton 12 May, where the dynamic Charles Fvans wis
tested, his operational career as-a fighrer pilot now over.

Crete was niow being subjected w increasing air awcacks, and with some
of it aircral having already withdrawn ro Egypr, 805 NAS was down o
just two Fulmars and four Sea Gladiasor. Tes pilos also Qew Hurricanes
wirth the RAF's Na 33 Sqn, and'at dawn on 16 May some weére scrambled
amd Australian Lo Alex Ramsay ran inte BF 1095 0f 8./]G. 77 near Maleme,
shooting down two of them. However, Maleme itself was badly bombed,
destroying 805 NAS's Lt aircrafl

The first German paracroops began landing on Crete on the 2lth, and
805 NAS's promund party participaed in the defence of Maleme:
However, inspite of great gallantey, an evacuation was soon ordered, and
the Mediterrinean Fleer - induding Formidable, carmying a dowen
Fulmars from 803 and BOG NASs = sailed for the islund.

'he vessels would not be seriously threatened undl just before midday
on 26 May, and 806 MAS's new U0, Le Cdr Garnetr, with Jackie Sewell
as wingman, inn:rccprcd twenr Hie 1105 Afrer the :_q::riﬂm:d Sewell had
sent TH+CN ol TELIKG 26 int the sea, the €O sporred a pair of ju 88s.
Garnete atacked fiest, followed by Sewell, who hir the bomber hard and
caused L1+CV, flown by Unreroffizier Gesenholl, to dicch. It was the
vourhful Sewell's T3chy and final viceory, Retaen fire had hir Garnert's
Fulmar during the arrack. forcing him o also dirch.

A this drama unfolded, Le Bob MacDonald-Hall and Sub Lt Grabam
Hogg alsa intercepted & pair of Ju 885, Amacking rogether, they seroneon
fire and [ollowed it down untl it hit the sea — ds desrucnion made
MacDonald-Hall an sce. They were also credited with 2 second one
destroved, bur this may have been the same Ju B8 atracked by the CO and

Fulmar N1957 of 806 NAS, with Lt Sewell. Formedihie sfighwers reporred 20 combars thar mormng, claming
Bot Macdanald-Hall &1 the controls, four airceaft desrroped and ppe damoged.
helped shoot dewn two Ju 885 on However, by a stroke of ill luck, the cirrier was sporred in the carly

26 May 1941. Macdonald-Hall, who
had taken off from HMS Formidai
duh:em&m:u!ﬂﬂnuﬁngﬂms‘: Ju 875 from North Africa — 11./5:G 2. Tn the devastating attack which

successes (via G B Pitchfork) ensued, the Stukas scored two direct hits on Formideble = Righrdeck,

alternoon some 150 miles 1o the south cast of Crete by a farmation of
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while near misses caused serlous underwarer damape: A pair of Fulmars
damaged rwo of the Ju 875, and in spite of the damage they managed o
Lined on afterwards, but the ship had been buard hit, as bad the destrover
M5 Nubian. By carhy evening the vessel was able to launch fishiers once
more, and it arrived safely in the Egyprian porr of Alexandria,

With the carrier out of acton {ic would ke many months to repair),
air cover for the veescls evacnardng Crete had wo be left w land-based
bighters fiving from North Afrdca. Many miles from the Greek island, the
latter were hard pressed w provect the Royal MNavy, which would paya
high price in warships sunk to Lufrwaffe attacks as a resule

Dhisembarked o Aboukir, on 28 May 506 MNAS was ordered
scramble its dury Dight 1o the Crete area. The two Fulmars (which were
flown as single-searers in an effort to save weighr, and thus increase theis
ranige) were led by Lt MacDionald-Hall, and they were the firse fnendly
aircraft seen by the ships for 24 hours

I'he Roval MNavy cononued e endure air attacks as it continued its
evaciration, and in the'sarly hours of 1 June MacDonald-Hall and Sub Lr
Huopge, covering evacuation ships inbownd o Aléxandda, found a lone
bomber. Bob MacDonatd-Hall recalled;

“We came across o Ju 88 which appeared o be a reconmaissance
machine, and on that occasion we had a considesable height advantuge.
Although ir morned rowards Crete, we both attacked the Junkers and
watched it spiral down and hir the water.”

The aircraft’s demise was the final confirmed victory for both men, and

it also made Graham Hogg the Roval Navy's leading Fulmar ace.

DESERT INTERLUDE

['he Allied invazsion of Vichy-Trench held Syria began on 8 June, widi the
Riwal MNavy committing a criiser force off the cosst and some of the air
cover being provided by Formidables hghter squadrons, 803 NASS
Fulmars moved to Lydda, in Palestine, but off Sidon during the fipt
atternoon three were lost o nimble French Bghrers, In spire of these
loszes, B0 MAS patrolled over the eruiserforce an the Tilth until relieved
by 806 MAS, which had been re-equipped with Huericanes ac Aboukis
and then moved up to assume this tsk i more suirable fighters. The unir
resurned 1o Egvpt on the eveol the French surrender i July.

In bLgvpr the land-based Royal Navy Fishier Squadron (RNFS) was
tormed as an amalgam of 803, 803 and 806 NASs within No 269 Wing
for the defence of the rear areas; as well a5 convoy escort. s HO was
established ar Sidi Haneish, with 803 and 806 NASs Hying Hurricanes
and 815 MAS heing re-equnppédd with Martlets from a now defuncr Greek

contract, Soon afrerwards the ver

With a total of 12 victories, B0G
MNAS's Sub Lt Graham Hogg was
the leading Fulmar ace. He was
subsequently killed in a llying
sccident an 18 March 1942,
aged just 20 [via © F Shores]

B05 NAS ol the ANFS used ax-Greok
contract Martlet lils like AX733.
which was the usual aircraft of
Royal New Zealand Navy Volunteer
Reserve pilot Sub Lt Don Malr.
However, it was being lown by
Sub Lt W M Walsh when it shot
down a Fiat G.50 on 28 September
1941 (D Nairnl

cean Bruen was replaced as CO of
A03 NAS by Lt Donald Gibson,
wh said of his predecessor

‘He was probably one of the
best naval Lghier lenders of the war
Lie had high standards; which he
insisted upon in us, and all of us who

served with him were berter men

thereafier.




The RNFS sow mo sction unal 21
Aurust, when Lt Heney Allingham
cn__g;a_gcd a BE 110 and daimed it
it probable, althouih his combar
repore bedes 2 handwiiten nore
of *Since confrmed’. The Mirtlers
were also active, bur uxothe only
radisl-engined Allied fichrersin the
theatie, they were ofren reported
as Fior G50k, and engaped! The

During the second half of 1941, 806
NAS flew Hurricanas in the desart
with the RMF5. The unit’s first claim
was made by Lt Henry Allingham,
seen here in the aireraft (Z4245) in
wiich he achisvad the victory on

21 August. He went on to claim

twio further kills with this fighter

(H P Allingham]

RNFS had ics firscsuccess ap theend
of Seprember whilse escorting South African Air Force Marylands m
Bardiz, Martler pilors sporring rhree (.50s murning 0 on the stragglers
and Sub Le W M Walsh duly hiv one, whiclh broke up in a sweep dive.

Thie unit had its grearese success on 20 November during Operation
Crusieder, when a flight of 806 NAS Hurricane: were tog cover fora
swrep: | hey enconnterad st enermy [ormarion near Bir ol Gobi. as Sab L
MNoel Charlion recounted afterwirds;

"1 observed the Ju 875 ruming below and I dived down toward them,
viclentdy weaving on the way. Tomade a divieg quareer attack on the por
rear bomber, and after two shore burses itcommeniced averical dive inm
the ground, where its bombs exploded on impace. The remainder of the
homber formarion increased their dive and jertisened dhcir bombs, and as
they levelled oue, 1 attacked the starboard rear bomber from the beam
quarter. Afrer abour five rvo-secomel burses this bomber dropped belind
in a dive mwwards the gromnd, with simoke pouring from ir. After seeing it
hit the growsd and burst into flames, | ateacked the rear bomber from
astern, but with no apparent resules. On breaking dway from this arack,
[ fele a shight jolt as a small biest from the tear gunier straock my aircraft,
with no gpparenn ill effeces.

Charlton waz credived with three Ju 874 shot down und anodier
probable before being forced down by & Tomahawk. Added o his o
shared victories from the Notwegian campaign, he thus became the Royal
Navy's larest ace, and was awarded o DFC hy the RAF for thus action.

The siege of Tobruk was lifted a week Later, alchough bireer air fighring
continued over the area, On | December the KNS engaged Ju 885, and
theirescorr, claiming four destroved and three probalsdes. The land: ased
Rowal Ny piloes contimed o provide convoy cover and had occesional
combats over subsequentwecks. bur in carly 1942 s squadrons moved 1o
the Indian Ocean to aperate ndependently once more.

——THe Marta Convoys

Diespite the setbacks in Greece and North Afric, maincining Maltaas an
cffective hase remained the highest priority, and led to: some of the
haredest Hyghting of the war for the Fleot Air Arm. As well as food, Reel anl
ammunition, the Roval Navy also had w ferey the lishrers vinl wo dhe
island’s defence. Thus, in mid-May 1941 after “1iger’, a further convoy
with more fghters for Malea assembled in Gibraltar and included the
carrices vk qu,n: a’-rrg.".:' and Furious. The convoy’s Hurricanes were
shephended from the launch poine by Fulmars of 800X Flighe, which then
remained on Malts for nisht intuding over Sicily,
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One of the pllots from BOE NAS to
reach ace status in 1941 was Sub Lt
Giles Guthria, who was decorated
with the DSC. He later served as &
test pilot { Portamouth Gazetle via
P HT Greenl

Chver Cataniaon 6 fuby, Sub Lo Mike Triveon {latera wing leader in thie
Far East) spoced 2 Fiat BR20OM with its lighs on, and with 4 three-
second burse sent it down in lames at the mouth of the Simenio River.
I'CY Albers Sabey shor another down over Catania that same nighr, and
on dEI'.'.!- larer Tritton destroved another homber over Mala

In mid July 2 further convoy leli Gibraltar, wirh its escort including
Ark Royal and its 21 Fulmars. The vessels were locared by the [ralians
carly on the 23vd and air aracks soon began, The Aist wave of .79
was intereepred by 808 NAS's 'Red’ secrion, which included Lt Giles
Guthrie, whi shared the destruction of a bomber with L Duncan Lewin.
807 NAS's CO), Le Cdr Sholo-Diouglas, led in “Buster” Hallew, and they
shared another. [However, accurate return fire forced three of the Fulniars
to ditch, although the crews were picked up. Laver that afternoon another
atrack was moutted, and 1+ Ronnic Hay's sccdon downed Tenente
Drobfuss 8.79. Afrerwards, among achers, Guthrie received a DS

BOOX Flight's Fulmars also remained acive, and on the night of |
Seprember PO Sabey caugehie a BR.20 near Mounr Erna. Firdng a lengthy
burst, he saw it go.down o flames north-cast of Gerbin airficld. Sabey
then headed lisck ro Malt, having become the Royal Navy's latesr ace —
he later received & DEM for his work. Also awarded dhis decortion was
one of the Flighr's observers, Sgt L R Parker (an RAF NCO on loan).
He later trained as a pilor and gained nine victories flying Mosquiros,

Convoy "Halberd” sailed for Male ar the end of Seprember, and o the
attermoon of the 27th it came under attack and. the bardeship HMS
Nelionwas hit by a wrpedo. Half-an-hour later, some SIATS.84 wrpedo-
bombers arrived and Lt Ted Taylour's scction from 808 NAS brought
ane of them down near Ark Reyal Others chased their prey inco the gun
barrage, with Giles Gurhric and his wingman bringing down another
5:84 which they erroneously identificd asa 'BR.20°. Lacer in the day 14
Jfimmie Gardner's section shor dewn s shadowing Canr 25068 for his
tenth, and final, success, The day had scen the Talians sulter heavy Tosses,

As normal, the heavy escort turned for Gibralar before teaching the
“Siclian narrows’. and shordy before mididay on the 28th two sections
from 808 NAS, lad by Lr Taylour and Lt Hay, shor down s shadower,
The unfortunate Cant was Ted Taylour’s seventh, and final, success, and
Ronnie Hay's last in the Folmar,

Almost three weeks later Foree H' sailed on Operation Callboytowards
Malex, and during 17 October o Sardinian-hased 2. 5068 was attacked by
a section led by Le Giles Guehrie: They shot ont the floarplanc's port
crigine aid theén concentrared rheir fire on che starboard one, after which
it crashed into the sea. Guthrie had claimed his all-imporane Gih
victory. In 1936 he had co-piloted the Percival Vega-Gull which had won
the Porsmouth-Johanneshorg air race, and post-war he succeeded m his
father’s baronetcy and also bevarme the chiairman of BOAC,

The loss of Ark Ropel 1o a Usboar attack in November was a massive
blow ta the Mediterranean Fleer, but convoy and ]-q:rr:.- nEx:m:'mns
conrinied chrough the winter months nonerheless, with varving degrees
al oppusitinn. However, by the carly summer of 1942, as the siruadon in
Malea deteriorated, further reinforcement became critical. A convoy —
coude pamed “Harpoon' — was plunned, with Fagleand Argns providing
the air cover. The former carried 16 Ses Hurricanes 0F 813 NAS's Fighrer




Fhight and 8071 NAS, aswell as four of 807 NAS's Fulmars, owo af
which were also aboard Argis. A second convoy — Vigorous' —would sail
from Alexandria, and the passage of bath would be strongly opposed.
'Harpoon® entered the Mediterranean on 12 June aned was locaced che
lollowing cvening. Ar 1930 hrs 1t King-Joyie and Sub Lt Crosley
from 813 NAS lmnched afier a shadowing Canr £ 1007his, a5 the lawer
dhuly rewilled;

‘I could now sce the dark exhanst smuoke from his three engines passing
over the top of my hood a5 1 dosed in. With clowd cover only o shorn
dissance ahead, I pulled back on the stick. gor his underside fying into the
centre of the ringsight and pressed the firng button. As 1 did s, | could
sce sparks coming from the Cam's i, then | could see smoke coning
from the port side. | continued firing through the ssnoke.

‘T avershor hin as | turned away into the dear and could see thar his
porewing and engine bad Haimes coming from chem, as well assmoke: He
was already turning slowly to portand losing height. When i touched the
sea it left a wail of yellow picess of fusclage behind in its wake,”

L'his was the first of Crosley’s 4112 vicrories: The enemy relocated the
easthound convoy the following moming, and the same pair were
airborne early, Crosley again described as he closed on Lneeroffivier
Schware' Ju BED Fo=EH of 1{F)./122;

1 pressed the firing buron. The shape was wandering inte my sighr,
huge and black. first one side then the other. | finished the entire 12
seconds of ammumitien; and must have been closer than 1) yards at the
enel. Faaw the de Wilde ammunirion hitting his porc wing, sparking like
ltrecrackers. Birs af aircratt flew past me. Tsaw a-burst of smoke from his
port wing root mgain as the Ju 88 flew on in ashallow dive. He slowed
right down — I was sure he was a goner.’

Initially daimed as a probable, the Ju 88 was upgraded vo-a kil when it
crow was rescued and they conlirmed thar their bomber had Indeed been
shot down by Hurricanes:

Towsards midday, rthe main laban anack comprising around 405,759,
S.84s and 7,1007s, escorted by almost 50 Aghrers, arrived and many
combais ensued. The torpeda-bombers came in first, and although some
bombers fell, several ships were hit. The Sea Hurricanes then waded into
the fighn, with the €O of B01 NAS, Lr Cdr Bupert Brabner, engaging
Macchis snd Savolas acabour 11,000 fr. He reporned;

‘Atracked a €200 from astern, which spun down and was constelered
destroved, Head-on atack on 5.79 and hic seen — another auack on

ditTerent 5.9 and .:'xpius]nn in rear of aircrall and caughe fire: Arracked

third 5.79 and hirs seen un starhoard wine root — bomber last seen
losing heighr.”

Brabner was ceedited withan 5.79 and a Macchs C_200 destroyed as the
attack was broken up with henvy losses. Sub Le Perer 'Twiss, larer famons
as a test pitot. hecame invalved with the escom, as he later recalled;

“This was the first ime | had been in combar with the CRA2, and was
under the impression that they would ouemanoowre the heavy Futlmar.
Wirh flaps parly lowered. | was able ro murn inside the second aircrafrand
give it a long burse. The pilot mimed over his aircraft and baled our.”

New Zealander Sub Le Red” Dudhie of 801 NAS also claimed his sy
vicrory, although he also had 2 near miss;

Lt Rupert Brabner of 805 NAS made
his first claim on 4 May 1941 during
the battie for Crete. He was the MP
for Hythe at the time, and duly
became an #ce during 1942 Brabnar
was subsegueantly killed in a fiying
accident in March 1945 [vis B Cullj
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‘I had just pushed the stick forwards to break away downwards when
one al the crew jumped from the 5.7%: He missed my Hurricane by whar
scemed inches; and T distincdy remember that he was wearing a black
Hying suir wich silver bugons.”

As evening approached there was further action for dhe dred maval |
piloes when nine Sicily-hased fu 88s approached. Amaong those launched
was Brabner, who atacked one hesd on which was Gnished off by Sub Lt
Peter Hutton to ensure his firscvicory, and hisCOYs fourth. Hueten then
attacked two more hombers, ane of which broke up and spun o the sea.
There was sll no lec-up, however, For Sicily-based Ju 87s of the Regia
Aeronautice, along with more 8,79 worpedo-bombers with fighier sscorr,
appn:arcd soon alter 2000 hirs, and several piloes made more claims before

the cloak nfdarknes then gave them some rolick,

The assault resumed with surface and air artacks ar Fese light on the
15th, befare dhe ships finally came under land-based air cover. At this
pont the main escort proup withdrew during the night, with the dction
for the exhauseed figheer pilots and ships” companics almost over. A
grearer crial wis wo await chem lacer in che sumimer when Mala's rormient
reached its peak.

THEIR FINEST HouR

With condirions on Malta becoming increasingly desperate, Operation

Pedecta! was planned. The Allies hoped o fight 2 comvor of 13 fas
modern freighters and a ranker chrough the gauniler of enemy artacks o the Ploughing its way through a
beleaguered istand. Additional Spitires were also 1o be flown off w the Mediterranean swell with draft
screans up and Sea Hurricanes
parked, HMS indomitalde played
a key rale in many of the acticns
swrcraft carmicrs, Hl[]'ir_‘rl.‘lli.dl. Furdoir was to ooclusively ferry the Hpirﬁm\, of 1847 (P H T Gréen Collection)

islind oo as parr of this operation. A large sscorr was assembled which,
with the intensity ol anticipared opposition, incloded no less than four




HMS Eagle carricd the Sea Hurmcanes of 801 MAS and 813 NASY Fighrer
I'figh whilst absiard Victerfousrwiere the Fulmars of 809 anil 884 NASsand
the sis Sea Hurricanes of 885 NAS, under thevommand of Lo Cdr *Buseer’
Hallerr— all three pris were reluively inexperienced,

I contrast, Dadveritaddes unite conrained a wealth of experience. Sea
Hurticanes equipped Lt Cdr Bill Bruen’s 800/ NAS, whilst 880 NAS was
led by thie fiery Burch” Judd and lid Battle of Brirain ace Lt Didkde Cork
as its senior pilor, Cotnpleting the carrier’s fighter force was Lt Rober
Sloppy’ Johnston's 806 MNAS, equipped with recentdy acquined Marrers,

‘The armada eransited the Stans of Gibralar in the eardy hours of 10
August 1942 and headed in the Mediermanean o participate in
prassibly the greaest convoy bartle of the war.

Drring the lare sfiernoon of the 10th, a Vichy-French avilizn llying:
hoat en route 1 Alsetiz lew over the Heer. and although allowed o pass
urhindered, it radiocd a sighting, which was of course picked up by the
Germans., Following the French sighting, ar dawn the nexe day the first
cnemy reconaisance aircraft was derected dnd ir duly sene off s feporr
before cscaping: The locaton reports had allowed submarine patrols 0
posinion themselves, and shordy after midday, as Fursme prepared o
off its Spitlires, U-73 hic HIMS Fagle wirh four worpedoes and icwenr
down in six minures, Four of the vessel's precious Hurricangs, from K1
MNAS, were aithome ai the time, and three landed on Vierarious and the
orher on frdoniiable

With chie chemy fulby alerred as tothe convoy s posidon, further arracks
were expected, althouwgh with T task achieved, Furisus and ity escores
rermrned 1 Gibealtar,
one of L1227 Ju 8BRS
regained conmct around 0600 hrs. It was the stare of a very long day fos

The following moming — 12 Adgst -

the convoy defences, The first engagements were made soon after 0700
lirz when Fulmars of 884 NAS, led Ly Lt Claechill, sent p 2. 1007 his imin
the sea in Fames. Two houes laver, Hurricanes of 8O0 and 880 MNASs [rom
Tndmmitable, backed up by three more Sea Hurricanes and four Fulmars
fromy Victorions, were directed to the north-gast o intercepr an incommng
ratdd by rwvo-dozen Ju Bis,

Lo *Moose' Martyn's section engaged & pair ol JTu 88s, with Marmym
himsclf hirring the starboard engine of one that was in i armacked by
sub 1t Hastings, whose fite caused it 1o spinal into the sea. This shared

T

1

Lt Moose’ Martyn, who made his
firat claims owver Norway in 1340,
boeame an ace flying Sea Hurricanes
on 17 August 1942 during the
Pedestal convoy, when he shot
down & Ju 88 and shared in the
destruction of a second bomber

| Dwen Dinsdals)

Powaring up on Indomitable, Sea
Hurricans AF955/7-E of 880 NAS
was the regular aircraft of Lt Dickie
Cuork, wha first Bew it on 25 October
1941, He wsed it to attack Vichy-
Franch gun positlens during

the landings al Diegn Suarez

an 6 May 1942 [Qwan Dinsdalel
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victory saw Mastyn hecome the firstof several Royal Navy pilors 1o 'make |

ace” that day,

More Hurneanes under the leadership of the charismaric Le Cdr Bill
Hrucn of 800 NAS then entered the fray, and he destroved a Ju 88 and hit
anather. As this atack ended, fighters from 880 NAS, led by Cork,
arrivied. Afterwards, ina press interview, he ilescribed the scene

“The sky-ar fiest sight seemed fAlled with aiterafe. The enemy kepein
tight formadon dnd our fiheers snapped ar their heels, furcing them m
break in all directions. One Junkess wrned away from the main aroup
and | led my cection down owardsic | was well abead and fired whien i
filledd my sighrs. Smoke poured from s wings and it disappeared helow
me into the sea. A fow minues later 1 saw another o 88 ouc of the cormer
of my cve heading along the coast of North Africa, so [ ser off in pursuic
by myself. Ar 1000 fel casue within range and fired. It seemed 1o stagger
in the air, then dropped into the sea with & big splash

Larer in the moming torpedo-bombers from the Repra Aeronanricaand
German Ja 88s from Sicily approached. Hurmicanes of 801 NAS, led by
Le Cdr Brabiner, were up, and with Lt ‘Sloppy’ Johnston of 806 NAS
heading four Martlers, they countered the raid. Also in the fic were
Fulmurs from Vickersons, led by 854 NAS CO “Buscer’ Hallew

s the raid buile further, Sea Hurticanes led by Le Cdr Bill Bruen were
scrambled from fedomiebife Towas the Fulmars thacavacked firse, gs the
Ju 88 having dropped dheir apecial ‘motor bombs’, tuened for home
L hree weee reporiedly seen falling in flames, with the crews baling ou,
andh a fourdh lefr the aren trailing smoke —all were credited o Hallere and
Lt Frank Penningron, so making the former the MNawvy'ssecond ace of the
day. Rupert Brabner's Hurricancs then auacked the approaching $.84

Sea Hurricanes from 800 NAS
prepare for launch as Indomitahle
approaches Gibraltar following

its participation in the Pedestal
operation. The asircralt nesrest to
the camera is PR206, which Sub Lt
Andy Thomson used to shoot down
& Ju BT and a Bf 109 on 12 August
1942, Behind is Z4550 in which his
GO, Lt Cdr Bill Bruen, shot down
two bombers and shared a third
with Thomson that same day

{R 5 G Mackay)




The mest successiul Aoyal Novy
pilot an the Martiet was Sub Lt
John Cotching, who made his first
claims during Pedestal He is seen
here taxiing forward on ndomitable
in AMS62, in which he made his first
claims on 12 August - an 5.79 and
an Re. 2007 shot down [via B Culfi

Sea Hurricane AF974/7-D of 880
MNAS is positioned on indonyitable’s
forward fift in 1942, The fiohter wea
active during the Pedestal convay
hasttle when Sub Lt Brownlee
damaged a Ju B8 Forward of this
aircraft near the kalt bow is BD721/
7-Z. which was lown several times
by Lt Cork |Owen Dinsdalel

torpeda-bombers, their ack comciding with thar - of Johnston's
Moartlers, Brabner hir two that were credived to him as destroved - not
only was he the third naval pilot ro become an ace during the day, bur also
the lirstsitting Member of Parliament to do sol Orhers pilors clamed we,
including Martler pilor Sub Lt John Corching, who destroyed an 5.7%.
[hen Bruen's section from 300 NAS armved, and he daimed anocher
5.84 destroyed in concert with Sub Lt Andy 1 homson, whis abso auacked
an 5. 79 which then crashed into che sca — he made two further cluims larer
n the diy.

Elewhiere, others too were Hghiing desperatcly, and despite these
successes. some of the COCIY boembers had B i|1r':rll*c’,|i. As 'th.'}' lefr, bt

Johnston atticked a Ju 88 thar he reporeed over e radio had crashed,

betore he then headed back to: fhidomitable, One-of the ship's officers
described the next few tragic minutes;

"Froom a-cky sneared with the dispersing punfire smroke, a lone Martle
carme in low and roo fst, Trs hook caught a wire, bur this wis tom out of
the fuselage and the seroplane dowed our aver the carwalk, a fow feer in
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frone of me. As though in slow
maofion, 1 watched the pilor, Lt
Jobnston, oy o climb pur of the
corckpit, but the aeroplane murmed oy
its back and fell ineo the sea. He had
been wounded in oncof the many air
barles. I fele mumb.'

Sloppy’ Jobnston was nor the
only OO lost, as 880 NAS < Lr Cdr
“Buech” Judd was killed atracking a
formarion of He 111x. Dickic Cork
duly wssuymed command of the unir,

Aler some further CRgAZEImEnits,
there then followed sumerthing of a
higu before arricks resurned in the

lite aftertoon. Once again kalian-
Rown Jin 87 R, with a large escorr of
€2.202 fighters, made an appeirance, a5 did various Lufiwaffe bombers
from Pantedleria, protected by B 1095, The standing patrols were initially
vecrored o intercept the approaching aircral, and ocher fighters were
hastily launched, induding one Hown by John Cotching, who shor down
an Be.2001 fighter of 3627 Sguudrigliz. The Royal Navy fighters worc
then ardered to clear the area due to their prosiminy m the feet barrage,
and eventually they were vectored onto new hrears. During his
interview, Cork recalled:

"l conmeed ren following their usual wctic of Hying close o the sea in =
tight group, bur anc lagged behind and | picked hins off and he crashed
besidea group of destroyers, which then opened firc on me!”

Cork scored further vicrores during the evening, and hisfinal kill made
him the only Roval Navy pilo of the war o claim five destroyed in a day.
He subsequently received the DSO for his exploirs,

Unfornumarely, just as Indomitadle launched tes lase soedon of Ses
Hurricanes, o dozen Gernian-flown Ju 875 began their dives and seruck

One of the Royal Navy's most
successiul fighter pilots, and the
only one to claim five alreraft
destroyed in & day, Lt Dickie Cork
of 580 NAS iz seen here sat in the
cockpll of his Sea Hurricane soon
after Pedestal | Tim Graves)

With Eagle and Victorious ahead,
Sea Hurricanes of 800 NAS

sre prapared for launch from
Indomitable gs they shephard the
wital merchant ships towards Maha
during Pedestal, The nearest aircraft
wias used by Sub Lt Roberts to
shoot down a Ju 58 on 12 Auvgust,
dlthough he was then forced to
ditch, but was safely recovered

| Owen Dinsdalel




For Operation Torch, the Geafires of
B07 NAS embarked in Furfous wore
U%S stara. The squsdron was led by
ace Lt Bob Macdonatd-Hall, seen
here standing on the sxtreme right
with a 'full set” beard. He was also
credited with the Seafire’'s first
contbal claim - & Ju B8 damaged

P J Hutton via © F Shores)

the carrier with two ditear hiss and three near misses. Qe of the last
aircraft Lunched was lowa by youns Scor Sub Le Blythe Rirchic of 800
MNAS, and e fired on one of the Srukis as it pulled ont ofies dive: Hesaw
the cockpit cover fly oft juse pror o the aircmlt ying ingo the sea. Five
miinuees Liter Ritchie lached onvo another [ 87, as he lager described:

[ saw ane Ju 87 ar 400 fr and chased it for approximately o mile. T did
a beam arrack ar 100 vands and saw pan of the cowling Qv off, then flew
armnned by fes sterh and cloced o 60 yards, where 1 saw the gunner double
ugr. e was now smoking and an fire an the starboard side. Thi starkward
wing dropped and it went into the sea rom 200 fi:

Ritchie later shiot down a dhird Seuks, serring him well on the way o
becom ATEE AT AT

Wihen the heavy escort trsed west soon alierwards, not a single
merchant ship had been lost. However; with it organic air cover gone,
the Pedectird convoy was o siffer prievous losses belore reaching lund
based air cover. Nevertheless, sulficient marerie]l reached the island to
ensuse jis swvival. 1t had been an epic smugele, and pulfﬁihh' the fitiest

hour for the Flect Air Arm’s fighter

THE TorcH LANDINGS —

I'he Barfe of El Alamen, fought in Oaober 1942, had dramarically
changed the Allied sinsasion in Egypr, and in an effore o haseen the end
of the campaign extensive amphibious landings were planned for French
Morrh Africa, code pamed Operation Toreh. Air cover would imidally be
prowiced From Brish and American caricrs and, o give the impression
of « US only operation;, and thus possibly reduce the level of Vichy-
French reaction, all carner aircraft ware 1S markings. The large force

salled frorm the UK fn mid Ocrober, but Mala sl necded reinforcement;
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A smiling Lt Denis Jeram of B85
MAS heads off the deck afier landing
back on Formidable, possibly atter
ha had just claimed his fitth victory
on & November 1942 in the days
prior to Torch (Author's Collection]

Martlet IV FN11Z of 888 NAS
prepares to launch from Formidabile
off Algeria. it s believed that Denis
Jeram was fiying this sircralft when
ha claimed his fifth victory on

6 Movernber 1942, A few days

fater, in the hands of another

pilot, it also shot down an He 111
{via R C Srurtivanti

z0 HMS Furons disembarleed most of s Sealfires {from 807 and 807
M ASs) 50 a5 o allow veranother Sprefine ferry mission - Opperation Tra

o take place.

Returning ro Gibraltar, a Ju 88 artacked the ship just as o pair of 801
NAS Seafirts were landing. Le MacDonald-Hall immediately gave chase,
but as his cumbersome slipper [uel tank would not jertison, he could ger
nov closer than 300 yards, He was sdll able 1o score some his v the
bomber's Risclige, however, thus giving Bob Macllanald-Hall his final
clatm and the Seafive ity combar debur.

As well as Fariour and the Beer carricrs Formidable and. Victoriouy,
a number of escort carniers also participared in Tareh, On 6 November,
shortly after the invasion feet had ssiled thromyh the Straim of Gibralear
for Algeria, Lr Denis Jeram; flying a Marcet from 888 NAS.on a CAP
from Farmidable, was ordered 1o mrercept a Vichy reconnaissance
aircraft. He arracked whar he thoughr was s Porer Po 63 (actaally a Bloch
MB.174) off Cap Khamis; in Algeriz, ar 10,000 fi. and senr it dowi to
claimm his Bithdall — chiswiis his Brest whilst Bying o naval aircrafs, however.

O the morning of the landings (8 November), 800 NAS from Biter
wits briefed 1o provide close escorr for the first strike on Oran. The unit
arrived over the targer st dawn and sireraft inidally identified as Scafires
approached. However, they weee Vichy Dewnitine 135205, and o
doghighr ensued. Lr Mike Crosley recounted;

By pulling hard on the stick Twasable ro our tum the chap shoating ar
me, and after two more complete tuens, Fwas beautifully on hys il Afrer
noy more than a touch on the button | spw vellow Hames coming from his
exliauses and glmost immediaely Tsaw the pilor climb our of the cockpir
and fall away. 1'he 13,320 dived suaieht invand char was thae,

He then chosed on another thar was chasing a [Huricane, and with 2
half-secaind burstsent it down i, Being short onfuel, Crostey recivered
aboard HMS Dhsher, Meanwhile, his CO, Ly Cdr Bill Bruen, had also
brought down a 12520 for his ninth, and fnal kill, whilse Sub' Lt *Jock’
Ritchiv got another for his fourth victory, However, the Sea Hurricanes
of 804 and 891 NASs from Lhasber had a torrid dnze. 504 NAS was led by
ace Lo Cdr Jadkie Sewell, hur borh units were anly partially worked up,

and many pilows [orce-landed on the coase.




Off Ovan, Sub Lt Lang: in o Seafire from Formidabie s 885 NAS,
atracked 3 Vichy Martim 167 over Mers ¢l Kebir harbour and it was bise
seen low over the sea ou fire, A litde while larer Sub Lt George Baldwin ol
807 MAS shot down a 1,520 of HIVGC 3 Aown by Sgi Albery Cauisse, a5
he relared 1o the authon;

"It wits one af the very elepant Dewaitine fighrers the French flew, and
I can secall its very bright markings. We engaged in a biv of 4 wssle and
evenrually | gor him in my sights, but oy cannon refused ro fire,
Fortunately, [ was shle wo close sufficiently to use my machine gums:

There were further encounters with both Vichy fighters and German
biambers, one being attacked on the 9ch by a pair of Martless of 888 NAS
Aown by Lt Dienis Teran and Sub Lt Astin, whosoon afrer 1400 hrs sho
down a [ 88 From which the crew haled out: This wis Teram's fnal claim.

Naval fighrers parrolled the area untll land-based fighter cover wis
evtablished at caprured airficlds, The camers were withdrawn on the
13th, but rwo days larer the escorr corrier HMS Avenger was sunk by a
Ll-boar with massive loss ol life, The air proup went down with the ship,
including che unlorunaee 802 NAS, which wassunk for the dhird tune

Woith land bases available and Malta evenually secured, the need for
carriers in the stll dangrerous Mediterrincan reduced as 1943 progressed.
For the invasion of Sicily, Formidable and [ndomitable were posivoned o
counter any interference by the lalian leer. However, on the nighr of
15 Juby 4 Ju B8 torpedioed Frdaasnabde, cansing severe damage.

Two months lacer, for dhe landings ar Salerno, Fermeididde and
Hhsiriouswere again positionad o connter any moves by the Lalian feer,
Fighter cover aver the beathes was provided by the Seabires aboand the
five escirt carriers of Force V', although a combination of the shore decks
and slack wind led o many deck landing accidents. Theie were only
occasional encounters with sporadic Luftwaffe taids, and on 10 Seprember
1943 897 NAS CO Lo Cdr W C Bl Simpson, (lying from HMS
Lleicorn, dl.:-;Lm}'c.-’l two BE 10595 dluinj:: 3 SWeE[— i T SUCTCSE.

The following year fizhiers from the escart carpiers of Task Force 88
covered the Allied landings in sourhern France, which began on 15
Angust, Once more there was linde sign of the Lufrwaffc, and evenmally
the force condiucted arcicks apainst solated coemy gamsons in the
Acgean. Gradually withdrawn during the auumnn ol 1944, the carriers
then sailed east for operations off Burma.

One of the Aoyal Navy's great
characters was Lt Cdr Bill Bruen,
who was flying this Sea Hurricann
{15355} from the escort carrier HMS
Biter when he shot down s D520
over La Senia for his eighth, and
last, victory |J AT Bruen via JD R
Rawlingsl

The Seafire’s first confirmed
victory was a D520 shot down
by Lt George Baldwin of 807 NAS
over La Senia airfield early on

B Movember 1942 |G C Baldwin|
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CHAPTER FOUR

ATLANTIC AND
ARCTIC ACTION

he Norway compaign of 1940 highlighted the need for carrier-
capable fightersof much greater pecfarmance, which it led 1
# seasgoing varmr of the Hurricane being developed, Ohlver
fighrers also found dheir way into Roval Navy service, with the most
signiticant of these being the tabby Gromiman Marder Purpose buile for

faval operditions, the Rrst examples

of the American fighier Gime [rom
French contrmices thar had ot been
fulfilled prise to the connemy’s inva-
sion by Germany

These aircraft first saw action on
Chrisumas Day 1940 when a pair
from 804 MNAS shot down a Ju
B8 over Ocknev. When formed in
January 17947, 880 NAS was also
intended to have Martlets, and one
of its pilotswas Bartle of Bricain ace
Suby Lt Dickie Cork. However, the

umit had reccived just three Marders

when they were withdmwn, pending delivery of the first Sea Hurricanes.

Although the focus of naval Fghter operarions had moved 1o the

Medirerrancan by carly 1941, there temained 4 real peed for arcrak
carriers with the Home Fleer ro counter the threat posed to Atlande
shipping by surlace miders and T-hoats. The foll of France also produced
an unexpected air threat to trade routes in the elegane shape of the Focke-
Wull Fw 200 Condor, which sank a considerable number of ship -
especially vessels sailing alone

I'he chronic shortage of carmiets led o the development of small escort
vessels; but these were still some way off. A shor torm solution o the
problem wis the creation of the carpilr fighter, wherehy an aircraft was

mounted on a catapult fired to

The Martletl had its first success
when the nearest aircraft (BJ562)
was used by Lt B H P Carver of 304
MNAS to help shoot down & Ju 88
over Orkney on Christrmas Day 15940
|R H P Carver

The Martiet’s first victim was
Lewtnant Schipp's Ju 884 dM+AL
of 3IF)./122, which crash-landed
at Sandvik [R H P Carver)

the bow of a merchant ship: The
fighrers Hown from these vesels
which were dubbed CAM ships,
were muinned by the RAE. In May
1941 804 NAS changed ies role
provide Rghrers for the Royal Navy

equivalent; known as Fighter Cata-
pulr Ships  HM Ships Arigun,
Maplin, Spronghangand Michael E
These patrolled the areas valners-

ble o Candor ateack, although the




Martlet lll AXE24 was one of thres
that briefly served with 880 NAS
bators belng replaced by Sea
Hurricanes. This aircralt was flown
on 1 February 1941 by Lt Dickie Cork
R H P Carveri

During the summer of 1941

the Fulmars of 809 NAS embarked
in HMS Victoriows and took part
in the attack on Kirkenes, in tho
Arctic {via J D B Rawlings]

farrer two- vessels were sunk, B4
NAS mainined the catapulr sk
for d year, using a misied forceof 3ca
FHuorrcanes and Fulmars, bot suc-
eess initfally evaded the unit
However, in the carly afternoon
of 3 Augusr 1941, HMS Mapdinwas

ebcoming @ convoy [ront Gibralu

when an Fw 200 was sighred.

Six minures larer, Sea Hurncane
wWhairr
controls was launched. 1 le subse-

with: Lt Bob Everere ar the

quently deseribed what happencd:

I intercepred the aircraft-afier
pine minutes ving, and reged up alonggide ir, slightly above, ar 600
yareds. The Focke-Wulfrurned sharply to porr, butthen seemed wo change
its mind and rrned back oneo s orginal course. By this fime [ had
reached its starhboard bow, and three machine guns opencd up, as well as
the forward cannon, | did aquicktirn to port and opened fire. Thred fve-
secand bursts all the way until §was 40 vands asern. Another shor burst

anel my gans were émpiy. | noticed picces fAying off the starboard side nf

the Focke-Wulf and it appearced o be alight inside the fuselage. Throke

away o port ar 30 yardy,”

Chne can only fmagine the harror of the German crew at encountering
a sinple seat fishrer in mid-Ardannc, and whose fre sent it 1o destruction.
Evererr then ditched, was picked up and subwequently received a well
dleserved TISOL. Sadly e wae killed ina flving accidenr in carly 1942,

Everert's was nor the first Hurricane vicrory ar sea. however, as on
17 July BR0 NAS received bts Birst four cirrder-capable Sea Hurricanes chatr
were then embarked in HMS Furmone For the strke on the enemy
occupied pors ar Petsamo and Kirkenes, in the high Arcric. L Dickie
Cork few mwo defenmive parrols, while his €O, Le Cdr “Buich’ Judd,
claimed the Sea Hurricane's first viciory when he shor down a Do 18790
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concert with Sub Lt R B Howarth, The other carricr involved was HMS
Vigrordony, which had the Fulmars of 809 NAS embarked, and these
Clubimed four vicrories for the loss of three Fairey l"[:__;h:r_-n.

B0 NAS was destined for service aboard the new Reet carmier FIMS
indomitable, which lefr the UK in Oceober 1941 o work up in the West

Indies. By then the Hirse escorr carrier had enrered sepvice, HMS levetiscieey,

A captured German merchant vessel converted ro take a 460-f lang ‘flat

1o, k‘ii!—pliﬂ.llll{ only 10,200 woas and boasting just two arrestor wires and
# barrier — and no hangarage!

Vo support the move ol an RAF
Hurricane Wing to norchern Russia,
802 MAS deached owe Mardets 1o
the ald carrier HMS rgus orirs self-
defence. The Hurricanes wWiere I|4.:|1.~.'1'|.
olf in the Barents Séa on 7 Sepeem-
ber, and twa days lager the Martlers
moverd onto HMS  Vicroriows for
opetativns off Norwiy. One of the
piloss was Sub Lt Jimny Sleigh,
who recalled:

At abour 1400 heson 13 Seprem
ber, one of the escort ships signalled
thar they bad sporred o Hetnkel
approaching, We were steaming in
!'IileCi".J.LL' SEas wirh biqu.-:n -.|r:|l||:|.'|:
ciwer, and Benle Williams and |

The Royal Mawvy's first escort carrier
was 8 converted captured German
merchant ship, commissioned az
HMS Audacity, it embarked the
Martlets of B0Z NAS, which met
with considerable suzcess during
the vossel's brief career (E M Brown)

The Martlet's first victory whan
flying from a carrier was claimed
by BOZ NAS's Sub Lt Jimmy Sleigh
whilst he was detachod aboard
Victorious (J W Sleigh)

Photographed from a passing Pan
Am ‘Clipper’ flying-boat, the
imverted Martlet from 802 NAS

is being flown by Sub Lt "Winkle'
Brown. The furthest alreraft, ‘0",

is befieved o be the one used by
Jimmy Sleigh when he claimed his
first victory on 13 September 1941
{E M Browm|

were ondered o ke off 0 owe
Mirders and inrrcepe. This we
did, sporting the He 111 ar abous
2000 Fr ey the bearing provided by
the cscort. T engaged successhylly
at close range, with rhe Heinkel
recurming fire, As | passed over the
homber T el a jole and saw the
ey airerafe plunes into the sea.
ooy way back o the ship, I spot-
tedd another Heinkel and proceeded

Ly enpgage i with some limined sue-

coss @ | saw the scarboard engine

burst ingo-llames. On my return m




thié ship to refuel, | nodced thar the underside of the Wildear (Marrlerd
had a gouge down the underside of the Ruselage — 1 must have been very
close o the first Heinkel, and was very luchy 10 escape!’

Sleigh’s vicrory was the fist by a Marder Aying from a carrier deck.
Soon afterwards they rejoined their sqpadron in Awdecity escorring
Cibraliar convoys.

From Awaieciry, 802 NAS's Rrst success came on 21 Seprember 1941
when an Fw 200 was shot down by Sub Lis Patterson and Flewcher, There
were frequent scrambles, and when found, the encmy rewurn fire was
often: accurare. On 8 Movember, for cxample, another Comdor was
sighted and the COY and Sub Le Hurchinson avacked, buy Le Cde Juln
Wintour, lying BI316, was shot downand killed. He was swiftly avenged
as ' Huech' then destroved the Condor. Larer tharday anorher Fue 200 was
shot down by Sub Lt Erc "Winkle” Brown. When the ship arrdved in
Gibraltar, L Donald Gibson joined the squadron as is new CO), despire
having never previously made a deck landing 1n a Martler!

Areddizrrty smiled on 14 December,
anl the bartle around the convoy in
was protecring s it headed north
was a bitrer one, 802 NAS made
attzcks. on both aireraft and U
bears, with Sub Lr Florcher being
shot down by ano-mrerab Bre from
asubmarine thar he was soafing,
(Jn a more positive nore;, “Winkle'
Brown bronghre down his second
Condor on the 19h, Later thar
same day it was Jimmy Sleigh’s
turn to score a kill, for after o long
chuse he brought down dhe Gith
Condor from KG 40w be daimed
by the squadran. Twa nights later
Aveleiey was torpedoed and sunk
with much loss of life; although
Sleigh and “Winkle' Brown, who
were borh awarded dhe DSC, werc
among those savied

ArcTtic Convoys—

Alrhough naval fighrer action in

thie Atlanoc was somewhat limited,

on the Arctic. convoys, (German

airceaft posed a constant threar mw
Alhed vessels rking war supplies o
pocthern Russia Flying from bases
in northern Norway, Luftflorte V
helded more than 150 bombens.
Afrer the near destrucrion of con-
voy PO 17 during the summer of
1942, T 18, which sailed b early

Sepremiber, had 2 heavy escorr,

With Ses Hurricanes from 802

and BE3 NASs embarked, the
wscort carrier HMS Avenger played
a pivotal role in tho desporate
defence of Russia-bound convoy
P 18 in the Arctic sgainst
persistent Luftwaffe attachs in
September 1942 (R 5 G Mackayl
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CHAPTER FOUR

mrcluding the newly buile escorr carnier HMS Avenger. Embrrkesd in the
vesse] were 12 Sea Huorricancs: from 802 MAS, commarided by Lt Ted
Taylower, dnd BH3 NAS, led by another successful pilor, L Par Mussy.

At lunchiinge on che 12¢h, fowr Sea Hurticanes deove off a shadowing
B 138 flying-hoar, dithough the following day, some 150 miles north-
west of Bear Tsland, othery armved and mainmmed commo. In' mid
afteenoon the liest ammick developed, which was drives ofl belore o huse
formartion of Ju 88 and He |11 mmpedo-bombers swepr rowards the
convoy. The artack was perfectly imed, for the fighrers were sall an deck
and eight vessels were sunk, Later, four Hgheers chased an He 115
foarplane, which escaped, bur its return fire hit U'ed 'L'aylour's airceafy,
sending the seven-victory ace down in Hames,

The airarracks resumed the nexe day, with Asenger being margered and
its fighters taking a seeady oll of the German aircraft acremipting o sink
the carrier. They shor down at least frve bombers, bar, more imporrantdy,
they broke wp the coordination of the atacks, which thus became less
effective. hereafrer, the convoy was rargered only sporadically.

Upen his return 1o Englind, 883 NASS CO, Par Massy, relived the
action of 14 Seprenber For a presy interview, stating:

You coild see them coming in layets, like a wedding cake, and a5 we
taak off, i looked as though we had about three gircrab o every layer of
"lerties”, Our squadrons had o splic up 10 radkle vardous bunches ol
“Huns”, and cventually | found myself with my secton mare — PO
Randle, who was @ wizmrd pilor and o grand fighrer — rackling 14 Junkers
88 flying in dinmond formarion, o pretry haed nue o crack, forif they can
keep formarion. their crossfire keeps every acroplanc covered

‘However, T made o quarter atmck on the leading aeroplang, then
swung away srraight at vne of the aeroplanes on the side of the diamond.
At the last second | flicked ondernearh him — he gor the wind up and

pulled the nose of his acroplane hiard ap, and Crexr conrinnier on page 1)

Aboard Avenger, B02 NAS was
briefly led by seven-victory ace

Lt Ted Taylour untll he was

shot down by return fire from a
shadowing He 115 floatplana that
he was attzcking on 12 September
14942, His Sea Hurrhcane fall in
Names into the ey Barents Sea

| Goodman)

With the battleship HMS Durke

of ¥York off the bow, Seafire HT
ME257/T of 801 NAS is brought up
onto the flightdeck of HMS Furious
off Monway in July 1843, This aircraft
wins regularly Mlown by Lt Peter
Hutton, who made seven claims,
including 3'/z destroyed

[P J Hutton via C F Shores)
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PO Randle, flying just om my starhoand wing, gave him a lovely burst
which pur paid ro his sccoune.

The formation then broke up; and there was a tovely scrap all over the
sky. Thar sorc of thing wene on all day. As soon as we weee oue of
ammumition or perral, we dived down eo the carrier, landesd, rearmed and
refielled und ook off again. My lunch was o gulp ol cold rea, Our
syuadron made 17 sorties that day.”

|'he scrion, for which Massy received a DSOY, wook his toral tlaims (o
six, including three llu:.u'u_l,'rd, bur he rr.igir..i“jl.' died fwo months larer
when Avenger blew up afer 3 rorpedo anuck.

I'hree manchs before this epic acdon, the first Seafires hiad been
delivered to 807 NAS. Although a superh inrereeptor, it did suffer from
a limired range and an ondercarriage that was much oo weak for
carrier operations. Nonetheless, the Seafire was a porent type, and also
saw service in escort carricrs. | hese vessels nsually embarked a composite
squadron that comprised a Swordfish flight and 2 figheer flighr. the
larter generilly ustng Sea Hurricanes and, later, Martlets (redesignated
Wildeats in January 1944),

1n July 1943 the Home Fleet mounted Olperation Camensoff Norway,
and Mustrion: embarked 894 NASS Seafire 11Gs for the firse time. By
thet the Fleer Alr Avm was also starting o recelve potent new fishrers
frean the United States, including the Grumiman Hellcar, B04 NAS was
one of the first unies to receive Helleas, and s GO acche time ofis con-
version onto the aircraft was | 1-victory ace | Gdr Stan Orr. He recalled:

"The Hellcar was withour a doube the best, and most popular, naval
fighter of the periead. It sulfered none of the Corsair's seall and visibaliey
problems; being an easy aircraft both to fy and to deck land. Tt bessowed
upan its pilor immense confidence, which was an imporant thing in
those davs, a5 vou wsually had your hands more than full coping with

the eaemy!’

THE TIRPITZ STRIKES

The brovding menace of the German bardheship Tirpatz in Scandinavian
waters presented the Boyal Navy wirh a constant problem, and required

Lt Cdr Sigigh, in Wildcat V JV429
of 881 NAS, catches the wire on
HME Fursuer after a rehearsal
sortie for the first atrike on Tirpitz
He playad such a key role in this
operation, conducted on 3 April
1944, that he was awarded a DS0.
Two months prior to this mission
being Nown, Sub Lt Brander had
shot down an He 177 bomiber in
V429 |J W Sleighi
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CHAPTER FOUR

£2

it g subssantial carner force be retained with the Home Fleer to conduct
regilar operations along the Norwegian coast to cover Russis-hound
comvoys: [hurng these operarions there were occastonal brushes with
cnemy aivcraft, bur fighter engsgements were rare. However, on 9
February 1944 Scafires of 801 NAS from Fartoss had a brisk five-minure
cinnbiat in which' a solicary BE 109 was destroyed by Lt Wilkdisison,
although a Sealire was also lost.

Ar the end of March the Aeet sailed to attack the Tinpitzin Altenfjord,
Norway, the main strike force for Operation Tungaen being embarked in
Fuerions and Victoriows, The lormer also carred the Seafires of 801 and
880 NASs, the laree led by Lt Cdr "Moose” Mariyn, while in Vietoriow:
the Corsairs of 1834 and 1836 NASs were making the orpe’s combit
debut in British service. Addisional Agheers were embarked in the escort

carriers Murswerand Searcher, with each vessel boasting lour squaclrons of

Wildcaes, while Emperor had Hellcar-equipped 800 and 804 NASs

|ustafter 0400 hirson 3 April, when some 120 miles off the Norwegian
eoast, the first Corsairs of Lt Cdr Noel Charleon'’s 1834 NAS ek
Victoraousand headed for Kaa Fiord in a clear, cold sky. An bour later, the
Barracudas began their dives, and one of the Corsair pilots from 1836
NAS who would birer miake 3 name for himeell in the Pacific was Sub 11
Don Sheppard. He recalled;

The first strike canght the Germans with their rronsers down. We
stooged around in hish cover ag 12,000 b, from where | counted hit after
hit —a doven perhaps, or more, The irpieg Tewas smoking and burning

just tiking ic

I'he battleship was hit by 15 bombs and suffered serious inrernal
damape. Whilst the dive-bombers artacked the capial ship, the fighrers
strafed nearby flak positionsand even Firpitz iself

As this sirike lefr the targer area; @ second one Lnchel Again, the
tollow-up torce included Corsair, Wildcar and Hellcar escores, with one
of the laver being Hown by L Cdr Stan Ovr. He remembered;

‘Upon arrival over Tirpite it wis found that the smoke screen
generared by the Germans had ridden half way up the mountains on
cithet side of Kaafjord. Each fhigrhe atracked rheir pre-bricfed gun sites
once it was clear thar no enemy fighters wete in the aren. The Hellea
proved iself o be an excellenr gunnery pladform on this mission,’

Tungster had been the largest air strike yer undertaken by the Fleer Air
Arm, and it was deemed 1o have beet a great suceess. Later in the month
the carrier force armcked enemy shipping in the Bodo and Vestefjord
areas, -although bad weather inrerfered with operations somewhar,
However, soon after 0800 hes on & May, south west of Kristinsund,
882 NAS Wildcar Vs of Lr John Cotching's section, up from HMS
Searcher, intercepted a By 138 flying-boar and shot it down in flamies into
the sca

Ten minures larer Corching shared in the dessructon of a second
Bv 138 with three ouher pilois. These proved 1o be his final victories, for
rwo days later Corching's airceaft was hit by flak during an attack on a
Crerman coastal convoy. The Grumman fgheer flew sraight ino the sea,
carrying the Royal Navy's most successful Marder/Wildcar pilor o his
dearh. Ironically, shordy afterwards the award of 2 DSC for Corching's
ettores dunng the Tinperzareack was announced.

DOne of the Royal Navy's most
successiul aces was Lt Cdr Stan
Orr, who made his final claims
ftying Hellcats with 804 NAS
during operations off Norway

in the late spring of 1944 (8 G Orrf




I'har same day — & May — Hellears thar had found linde opporunity 1o

engage the Lufrwalte in acnal combar were attacked near Gossen Island
by Bf 1095 and Fw 1905 of JG 5. Although the enemy fighters had a
superiorspeed, two Messerschmices and a Focke-Wolf fell to the Heflcar's
lirepower. The latter was shor down by L Blythie Hitchie of 800 MAS,
giving hiny dce starus.

Sixdays larer during another sweep, a Hellcat formation from 800 and
804 NASs spotted some He 115 floarplanes low over the soa just off the
Notwegian coast, as L Culr St Orr recalled:

‘Cin 14 May borh Hellear squadrons liunched nine sireraft apiece s
part ol Petlick Afde— astrike against enemy shipping off Rorvik. | led the
formanion in a climb w S000 fi following landfal] near Vikeen Island.”

He then led an arack on some ships, but his attention soon shifted to
atrcraft that had been spotred flying nearby just above the sea;

"Whilse all this was poing on, 800 NASs light of four Hellcas had
sighred five He 113 floatplancs. whose pilors quickly realised they stood
listle chance against the marauding Grumnansand tred toalight on the
wirer, Two Helnkels were shot down o the firse pass — one fell o the
guns of “White Flight" leader, Lt Blythe Riechic
made panic landings north of Rorvik, Having suceessfully bombed o
targets, | fed "Red Flight™ inwo the ﬁ;_:iu with the Heinkels, and | believe |
mirle one pass ar Rirchie’s He | 13 just prior o i crash-landing,

and the remainder

By the time we hadd knocked nur speed offand marmied around o run in
ar them again, the theee remaining Hosiplanes were bobbing up amd
down on the warer like sirting ducls. *Whire Flight” had since exhausied
i anmmunition slter sirafing the remaining He 1135, and irwas lefr o us

to finish them off. [ shared the sinking of oneand then setanother alighe.”

Hellcats are prepared for sction

off Morway on the deck of HMS
Emperor on 14 May 1944, The
aircraft on the rght is JV105/E-W of
BO4 MAS, whila immadiately behind
it is JW132/E-F. which was flown
that day by Lt Blythe Ritchie of 800
NAS, The seven-kill ace scored his
final 1%z victories on the 14th when
ha shot down an He 115 and shared
in the destruction of a second
Heinkel Aoatplane with Lt Cdr Stan
Oy, Six days earlier, whilst sgain
fying JV132, Ritchie had destroyod
an Fw 130 to become an ace. His
Hallcat also has its number crudely
painted on its nose. Ritchie was
killed on sctive duty just 3 matier
of weeks later (S G Orr
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Jrd NFW air gunnery instructor

Lt Mike Crosley shot down a BF 109
an 7 June 1944 near the D-Day
beachhead to become an ace

[HO Ng 34 Wing records)

In garly June 1944, Seslire pllots

of tho 2rd NFW fought a numbor of
air combats over Normandy whiist
thay were bombardment spotting
NF547 2D of 865 NAS damaged two
BF 104 when flown by Sub Lt Hales
on D-Day, while Sub Lt Chamean
used it to shoot down a BF 1089 near
Caesn two days later |H Neilson)

Oer w
Rawal MNawy He
o

Victorow left the Hame F

with a shared victory — these were also the lase thay

s clatmed asmnst the Lufreaffe. Soon afterwards
eot and smiled for the ndun Ooeam,

Convay cscort operatons contnucd well oo 19494, and these clainved

vecasional sucosses over German shadowers, On 25 Mav Sea Hurricanss
of 835 MNAS, embarked in HMS Namana, shiot down a huge Ju 290
maritime reconnaissance aircraft ino the Bay of Biscay, and the following

mnd Framk Wallis diest

vy Lt Kurt Mannel

dav Sub Lis Sam Mea oved another from

rir, was thie lad

1 FAG 5. The Lier maching, lown

aircrafr o fall oo the Sea Hurricane, and the squadron exchanged it

vereran Hawleer Rghrers for Wildcars severnl months larer

D-Day SupPPoORT

Dhuring the planmng of the invasion of France; code named Operation

miost of the fire sipport [or the linding forces on the days

ing [3-Day would be provided by bombardment ram

Alhed warships cruising off the Normiandy coast. These vessels would
reqjuire dccurate aitborne spotting bor teeir guns, and this was dearly a

aval rask. In order o ensure the correer levils of céordinaton berween

ships and sporting aiverafr during Overlora the rd Naval Fighter Wing
{NFW) — BOB, 885 and B86 MNASs. Aving Seabres, and 897 MNAS,
equipped with Spitfire Vs - formed the Air Spowing Pool ar Lee-on-
Solent. RAT unitsand the LIS Mavy's VES-7. all using Spitfires, werealso
weed to the Royal Navy-controlle
Mo 3 NEW was led by s

had  several other notable piloss: wathin his command, One such

pe-victory ace Lo Cdr "Buseer” Hallew, and he

ir-ald Le Mike Crosley, who was the wing's Air

Gunnery Inserucror, Having flown three missions anopposed on D-Thay,
Crosley finally encounrered the enemy durine his second sorticon 7 | une,
He inially chased a BI 19, which he los, but he soon made up for it

when he spotted another German ﬂ;'ﬂs-.t

R




T elimbed up oo 7000 fi, having logt tny Mo 2 i dhe chiage, and hardly
am | there but | sec another Messerschmirr (it mighe have been the same
one] abionr six milesuway, doing the same thing. 1 know heisa“Hun”, 50
Lget in close, out of the sun, and lee him have iclrom 200 yards o mighey
close. He goes down through a cloud streaming smoke and glyeol and
comes out in a vertiepl spiral dive, hienng the deck in a brighr orange flash.
W har a life!

I'hos did the vonthhul Crosley become the larest Roval Navy pilor o
becime an ace,

The wingalso had fuither suceesces during the Owerdord petiod, when
Sub Lt Barraclough of 897 NAS shor downa Bf 109 and Sub Lt Sam Lang
ol 886 NAS destroyed an Fw 190, although he was then hic by another
and forced down - he wasduly picked up by nearby Commandos, Eneiny
fighters also claimed Lang's CO. Thic wing's lasses were quire severe,
matindy due to the enemy s vicious lighr flak, alchough juse prior ot being
withdrawn 885 NAS's Sub Ly Chaen of the South African Naval Force
(SANI) shor down a BF 109 near Cacn

Ohthier Royal Navy hghter pilow were operating pver the beachhead in
June 44, as a number of them had been seconded 1o RAF Mosguito
nightfighrer squadrons in order to gain experience in rhe role; pending
the development ol similar sircradt for shiphoand opérations. Several of
these individuals clasmed vicoories, including Mew Zealander Sub Lt
Malcolm Petrie who. with his observer, LelF A Noves, served with No 125

Sejn it Hurn, on the south coast. On the nighe of 22 June, off the toast o
Fecamp, north of Le Havre, they engased and shot down two Ju 885
artempring o attack valnemble offshore shipping

Fellow New Zealanders Lis JA Crampund JH B Maggs of Mo 131 5qn
also got a kill during an introder mission over central France when they
shat down a [a 24 flying-haoar

Oihers: runged  furdher alield over occupied Burope, and in o mad-

evening of 17 Seprember 1944, 1 Mosquitoof Mo 29 Sgn, fown by Royal

Mavy ew L Dooelas Poce and Sub e Roberr Armimee, left Hunsdon

o patrol vver the Arnhiem ars, where the Brivish Tar Airborne Thvision

During 1944, 3 number of Royal
Mawy crews flew Mosguitos with
RAF nightfighter squadrons,
inclurding Lis Cramp and Maggs
of Mo 151 Sgn whao, during one
intruder sortie, shot down a

Do 24 flying-boat and damaged
& Bf 108 trainer (M N Austing

The leading Royat Navy nkghtfighter
pilat bwith five claims, including
thres destroyed! was Lt Douglas
Price. He and his observer, Sub

Lt Bob Armitage. flew Nosguitos
with No 2% Sgn between

Detober 1943 and October 1944

|Na 29 Sqn records)
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CHAPTER FDUR

hird Bregun deapping eadlier in the day. Price ane Armisage already had
rwo victories and two damaged o thelr names sunee joining the uor, and
somie 25 miles fromy Arnhem, soon after 2300 hrs; they pained a radu

contact as Price recalled:

T was flying at 4500 fr when my navigaeor obtained i contact at "two
o'clock”, crossing from righr o lefr, ara distance of four miles, bearing
0751 rurned hard o port and the contactwas held ar* 12 o'clock” ar four
miles. | jmmediately started o climb hasd and followed the aircrali,
which rook gentle evasive action. | closed the range, my heipht being
1500 i, and obrained a visual on a véry bright single exhaust well above
and o starhoard. 1 closed tanpe and obrained  silhouene, which was
idenrified as.an Me 110 carrving long range tanks slung under the wings,
ouithoard of each engine. My-navigator confirmed thas identificetion.

*Just before | obrained visual, the enemy aircaf started 1o make a bard
turn, ane thrording hard back. caused the cngines 1o cmit a shower of
sputrks. In spite of this evasion, contact was helil. T fired a three-second
buest ona very bright white exhaust on the starboard engine, cusing it o
explode. with debris flving off. The windscreen was covered with ofl and
its speed fell aff considerably. [ hroke away hard 1o starboard and noniced
that the enpine had fallen out of the wing of the aireraft, which dived
yerriclly o the deck with itz porr engine enveloped in fames.”

The pair hid just achieved thedr final victory, and with a raml of five
clalms, they were the mose successful Royal Wavy nightfiphting team.

Earlier, during: July, the Heyal Mavy had conducted a further sorike
cute named Operation Mawar— ore Tirpres from three fléct carmiens, with
the fighter escort comprising 1841 NAS's Corsairs lrom Fromidebile, 15
Hellcars of 1840 NAS from Furiawrand, making their operacional debue,
1770 NAS s Firetlies from fndefatizable, under the command of Maj V B
G "Cheese’ Cheesman, Roval Marines, who was awarded the DSO for the
determined way he led his squadron. lloweover, no scrions damage was
done (o Frrpdee, and the resulis overall were disappointing.

A final series of srikes by the Fleer Air Avm, code named Operation
Croaduimnd, was lannched in August 1944, The first owowent ahead on che
22nd, with fighter escorts being provided by Comairs from 1841 and
1842 NASs, 887 NAS s Scafives, 1340 NAS s Helleaws and 1770 NAS's
Fireflies. 1841 NAS's Corsairs swept down to strafe the flak defenees in

An American type that made its
British combatl debut during the
Tirpits strikes of 1244 was the
Corsair, although the aircraft saw
no action against the Luftwalife
during these missions because of
their designated fak suppression
rode. JTSS0 of 1842 NAS bears tho
sears from one such mission after
recovering onto Formidable on
22 August (via R S G Mackayl




Yet another type to make its combat
debut during the Timpitz strikes was
the Fairey Firefly, which alzo flew in
tha anti-flak role with 1770 NAS
from HMS Indefatigablo

Ivia G R Pitchiork)

the face of heavy fire, duting which Lt “Hammy Gray led his secrion to

attack three enemy destrovers ar anchor. Two days laer, the heaview
strikes in this series of operations went in, and 1840 NAS CO, Le Cdr
Archic Richardson, from fadefarizablewaslost. In his reporr, the C-in-C
Home Fleer said;

His most conspicuous sallaney and inflexible determination o inflice
the mavimum ameunt of damage upon the enemy, withour any regard o
his own safety, resulied during his third atiack on the Topie in the
sacrifice ol hes life.

The award of the Vicwona Cross was recommended, bur thar of a
posthumons mentian in desparches was made instead. On 29 Augnst
Formedihle and Indefitipadie lsunched the final sorilee, although asain dhe
resuls were disappointing

Flying CAP over the carriers for the frs strike were Seafires of 894
NAS, and in the Jae ahernoon Lo Palmer and Sub Lt Reynolds were
vectored onto some unidentified conmacs off the North Cape. Soon
afrerwards, in visthiliny o less than half-a-mile, and with a very low cloud
base, the pair spoted a By 138 flying-boar. They took turns In arracking
the aircraft, and the flying-boar crashed inro the sen on fire. Almoss
immediately they were given o steer onto another contict, and in an
shinost idendcal engagement, the pair downed a sccond By 138, These
chaims scr Richard Revnelds on his way to becoming the only Seafire ace.

The build up of carmer strengh againgt Japan saw all fleet carriers

serit gast, although Seplacable indally conducied some operadons off

Morway prior wosailing for the Pacific in March 1945, Escorrearriers then
continued comoy escors and coasial serikes off Norway until the end ol
the war. The lase Fleet Air Arm sorike in Furope was made on 4 May
1945; althoush this was not. apparently, the final acrion. Five days
later. fellowing the German surrender; a Ju 88 Nown by Oberleutiant
Friedrich Dirosie of HLIKG 200 was anacked and badly damaped over che
Slkagerrak by four fighrers from cither Frumpereror Searcher

This proved to be the very Tast serial combat of the Furopesn war.
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THE RISING SUN

he Japanese assault against Malaya in Diecember 1941 proved a
rranmaric experience for the Allics, and the Royal Navy in

CHAPTER FIVE

particular folliswing the carly Toss of the hardeship HMS Primce af

Wialerand bardecruiser HMS Repulie. The Fleer Air Arm played only o
small part in this campaign, with HMS fndonsitabfe mainky being wsed 1o
lerry RAF fighters o Java

Afrer the fall of Singapore and the Ease Indies, Cevlon became the Rioyval
MNavy's mam base, and in February 1942 rwo fighter squadrons from dhe
desers, newly re-equipped with Falmars moved into Rarmakana, near
Colomba. 803 NAS was led by Lt Bruce McEwen, while 806 NAS was
under- the command of Lt Robere Johnston, Incelligence indicared a
probable Japanese maval attsck on Cevlon, and in Fare March HMAS
Formidable disembarked rwo of 888 NAS's Mardets to China Buy,

Atdawn on 3 April (Easrer Sunday), 125 Japancse carrigr aircraft soouck
Colombo, Amongst the fghters serambled were some Fulmars, most
gerting airborne whilst under artack and two lrom each squadron were
quickly shordown, L Mike Hordern of 806 NAS recatled:

Towas on my owin, and saw a number of énemy aircraft circling over the

sca. | approached through broken cdloud cover, at aboue S0 fr, and
made one pass betore breaking off ar high speed and secing an aircraft
burning on the surface of the sea. Twas credited with one Nave 96 (AGM?2
Zero) shot down, scen and confirmed by a naval officer standing oueside
the Mounr Lavinia Horel.'

The Fulmars of B03 NAS saw action

against the Japanese over Ceylon

ki . during the devestating series of air
The Royal Navy suffered heavy losses, with the crmsers Cormradl and strikes made during Easter 1542,

Darsetihive both being sunk off the coast of Ceglon, whilst other shipping Although the big fleet fighters

and facilivies were badlly hic in Colombo harbour, Also our at sea, HMS Snipyer same sISREE AgWiE

) B tidd o [ ; their impaerial Japanesa MNavy |

Indomitalie remained unseen by the enemy, amd s Sen Hurncanes syt ity whais eiovid

remained on alerm. heavy losses |A V Skest




Four days later Vice Admiral Chuichi Nagumo's carners raided
Trincomalee, inflicting heavy damage, including <inking the old carrier
HMS Hermes Fighr Fulmars from 806 NAS were scrambled (Hown
single seat), but they arrved in time only 1o see the carrier going dowi
The Fulmars then engaped the enemy aiccraftin a barde tha lasred almosr
half-an-hour, during which nme 806 NASs CO, Lr Roberr “Sloppy”
Tohnston, shot down & D3A Val' dive-bomber for his Ot conlinmed
victory. Sub L Barry Nation also claimed 2 *Val', whilst a third fell ro Sub

L Paul Peirano, who was one of two pilots subsequently killed.

INTERLUDES

Tapanese advances into the Indian Oeean mised the specrre of their
dctupation of the Vichy-French held island of Madagascar, so the Allics
decided that a pro-cmptive scizure of the huge natural harbour ar Diego
Suarez, n the north of the Gland. was a prodent move. Alr cover lor the
assault, code hamed Operation Jrpmeled would inidally be provided by
the carriers HMS {ndomiafile and the nowly repaived Minerions. The
ferrmier carried a doven Fulmors of SO0 NAS, led by veteran doe T Cadr Rill
Bruen, and Lt ‘Sloppy’ Johnsten's 806 NAS. Ly Cdr Judd's 880 INAS flew
the embarked Sea Hurticanes, and the unitincluded Barde of Britain ace
Lt Mhckie Cork within irs ranks. Aboard Blesrreer were the Manles o
881 and 882 NASs

Iranclid began with Commando landings in the early hoors of 5 May
1942, and ar dawn Mantlens avscked Armachare aichield and e the
hangare, destroying o number of Vichy alverafr. 880 NAS's task was o
cover the town, harbour and Antsirane airficld, where the Vichy
squachrons were hased. Although he disliked publiciey, Dickie Cork later
described the ateack for a press interview;

Voices crackled over the RIT, and above the din the CO could be
heurel cursing and swearing as he always did. A large hangar dominaged
the acrodrome, and we could see 2 number of aircrafr inside - we raked
the building, and irs conrents, with onr gnnfire. Pulling away; | sporred
twi munoplanes o one side, banked to bring them e my sights and
fired o three-second burst; hicring both “midships”, All in all a job well
done, and a good raid mwhich o “blood” somie of the newer men.”

The folluwing day, with troops ashore encountering heavy resistance,
ait cover was provided by Martlers from 881 NAS. During the course of
the mission. the Roval Navy pilorsspotred three Porez Po.63-11 bombers
owver the town, Lt Ronald Bird and Sab Lt John Willer went alver one,
with the former’s fivst burst killing the rear gunner. The Porez was soon
on fire, although irs pilor gallantly remained ar his conrrols, allowing the
abserver o bule our. A second Potez then [ell o Lt Chtis Tompkinson.

The stubborn Vichy-French resistance was finally broken an the Tdh,
while above the barrle 881 NASs Marrlers engaged three Vichy Morane
ME 406 fghers. As the Mardets dived, Coe Leonew biv che leading one,
which force-landed. The Martless’ rop cover then inrervened, and
Tompkinsim sene ane of the Mornes down for his second victory in
successiveduys His No 2, Sub e Joha Waller, 2lso shor a Morane down,
before combining with Sub Lt Lyon to destroy the chird fighter in what
proved o be the last aertal engapement of the operation, is the Vichy-

Erencli surrendered soon alterwards;

During early 1843, HMS Victoriows
was attached 1o the US Pacifie Fleet
One ol its Martlet squadrons was
BEZ MAS, commandad by ace Lt lvan
Lowe. He is sean hare (on the right]
meeting Prime Minister Winston
Churchill on the eve of the ship
departing home waters for the
Pacific (& F Pean
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Hlsstriouc corarned to Madagascas
in Seprember with 806 and 881
MNASs embarked 1o support the cap-
ture of che remainder of the isband,
bur there was no air combar.

v early 1943 HMS Vigorrou wis
detached for service with the US
Nuvy due to the oritical shormage of
American aircralt carriers following
the bartles of 1942, Initally, there
was o period of trainmg dunng
which the crew ol Victorsons familtrised themselves with the US Navy's
operational procedures; before sailing w join the Pacific Fleer at Pear
Harbor, When the vessel began frontline operations on 7 May 1943, is
awr group included three Aghrer squadrons with Martler [Vs— 882 NAS,
under Le Cdr F A Shaw, 896 NAS, led by Lt Cdr Barey Nation, and 898
MNAS, commanded by six-victory ace Le Cdr Ivan Lowe,

Victoriows joined up with USS Seramgg, and in June they covered the
U5 landing on New Georgia, in the Solomon Islands, and then briefly
operatedd in the Coral Sea. However, with the arrfval of new LS carriers
in-theatre shortly afterwards, Victorons and is squadrons were released
back to the Home Fleet after six months away. To the frostration of all, ies

squadrons had veen no action against the Japanese whilsein the Pacific,

-InDiaN OceaN STRIKES

The renasance of the Bascern Fleer was minally based aroind 1IMS

HMhastrions, which had the st two operational Corsair squadrions {1430

When Victoriows joined the Eastam
Fleet in Ceylon in earty 1944, it

had the Corsairs of the 15th NFW
embarked. The wing was led by

Lt Cdr Dickie Cork, wha flew this
personaily marked aircralt [JT265].
Sadly, he was killed in a fiying
accident prior to the 15th NFW
seeing action | Tim Graves|

The Eastern Fleet carriars sow
spoaradic action in the Indian Ocean
during 15944, including an attack

on Sabang in July when INustriows
embarked the Corsairs of 1830 and
1833 NASs. The nearest aircraft,
JT297 of 1833 NAS, was Hown by
Lt Munnock when he shot down

a Ki-21 bomber during the raid
|Admiralty via B 5 G Mackay




Nicknamed Fearless Freddie®, 1834
MNAS‘s CO was L1 Cdr Noel Charlton,
wha had made his first claims over
MNorway in 1940 and become an ace
flying Hurricanes over the desert in
1941 | Admiralty wia R 5 G Mackay)

In mid Septomber 1944 Eastern
Fleet carriers struck at Sigli, on
Sumatra, On return to Vietoriows,
the drop tank of Corsair | JT361,
llown by Lt Cdr Noel Chardton,
releasad and ignited in spectacular
fashion. He was uninjured and

the aircraft repaired, but it was
subsequently lost in & landing
accident on T January 1945 whilst
boing flown by Lt Poter Carmichael,
who was to shoot down a WMiG-15
in a Sea Fury during the Korsan War
|Admiralty wia B 5 G Mackayl

and 1833 NASs) embarked. In mid Apeil 1944, in company with 17155
Surittoga, leiriow squadrons mounted a surike on Ssbang, off northern
Suniaera. as 2 distant diversion o landings in New Guines, Another
strike, again in company with Saraeoge, was carried ot in May, and then
o 21 June Mserions” alrcrall arcked Pore Blair, in che Andamian
Islands, again a5 a diversion ar the request of the Americans.

By then bath HMS Victerrore und HMS Tedfomzaafile had alss poined
the Eastern Blee i the Indian Ocean, with the former having the 47ch
Naval Fighrer Wing (NIFW), comprising Corsair-cquipped 1834 and
1836 NASs, embarkel

Vierorious joined Mlustrions in another atack on Sabane on 21 July,
code named Operacion Crimsors. The ships also embarked addinional
Corrvairs From 1837 and THIR NASs and many lessons were ledrnsd by
the inexpericneed airerews, nos the lease of which was the need o speed
up rendezvousing overhiead the carrier afrer rake-off. As the Force
withudrew, the Jupanese moumted an air setack on the crtiers, and Sab L
Ben Heffer of 1837 NAS, who was on deck alerr, was faunched;

I was direored mowards the enemy ar 1645 hrs and sighied five aircrats
There was alarge storn astern the Qeer, but Victorsous managed 1o vecior
e anto the enemy. A Japanese aireraft dived pastme and 1 followed him
down, hirting him on the porr quarter with g long burss of fire. He was
weaving, but Humes were coming from his pore wing. He disappeared
into cloud and, following him, | came our dead on his gail ara range of
abour 100 yards. Afrer another long burse. the aircrafr wentup m asheet
ol flame.

Hefferwascredited with a ero destroved. and he was larer awarded the
DISC For his actinns.

In' the middle of Aupost two new rrerns headed lor Sumatra w
participare in Operagon Hapgrer. Victprions' 47th NEFW, onder the
command of Roval Marines ace Maj Ronnie Hay, shared Rghter escon
duties for the wrikes with Dudomitabie s Helleat equipped 5t NEW
(1839 and | 844 NASs), led |'_|}' LeCde 17 ] larrington. | b larter was oo

claim three vicrories fving his personally marked aircrft in coming
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weeks: Two of dhe squadrons
iivolved in Banguet were also led
byaces, namely L Cibe Noel Charl-
ton of 1834 NAS and Le Cdr Denis
feraim of 18349 MNAS, The strikewas
made on 25 August, with the Cor-
sairs concenrrating on the airfield
ar Padang. Ronnie Hay recalled;
‘Muer the attack, the !'i;'jutm

roamed the area looking for the

most impressive bmldings in the
arca. Thesewould then be muchine
gunmed m the hope thar the Japan-

ese overtords were in residence,”

Maj Ronnie Hay sits In the cockpit
of his Corsair before the strikes on
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands in
October 1944 |US National Archives
wia Jonatian Strickiand)

Corseir Il JTIE3/70 ol TE34 NAS
sbeard Victorious was the mount of
Lt Lestie Dumo during the strike on
Car Nicobar on 19 October, when he
shot down a Ki-43 and shared in the
destruction of two others with Sub
Lt Grave, Durna later hocame the
Royal Navy's first Corsair ace

(S National Archives via Jonathan
Stricklamnd

I'o comcide with the American
landings ar Peleliu in mid Séprember, Vietordows and  Dudemiable
updderrook yer another diversionary attack when s wircraft simuck the
etilway repair yard at Sigh, in Semaira as pan of Operadon Light B,
Howevet, poor weather, compbundad by the inexperience of the Royal
Navy airenews, meant that the results fram the mission were disappainting,
A imensive rraiing progrmme wis duly instiioeed upon the yessels
retum o Ceylon,

One manth larer the carriers sallied on Operation Meller, which saw
turther diversionary ruwds made on the Nicobar lslands o coincide with
LIS landings in the Philippines: Anacks began on 17 Ocmwber and
contmaed ol the 19¢h, during which ome Roval Navy Helleats made
ther fiest clasims agamst Japancse aircraft,

At 0840 hes on the 19th the foree was locared by the enemy. An hour
larer the fleer’s fizhrers engaged a mid by 12 'Oscars” of the 1st Reserve
Flying Univ, Ina Berce 40 nunote fghr. the enemy was driven off, bug at
the cost of rwo Corsairs and a Helleat shot down, Sub Lr Leslie [furno of
Victariow 1R34 NAS destroved one of die Kiaa3s and shared two more,
whilst 1836 NAS's Lt Edmundson also downed an "Oscar’.

Hellear pilots from fudemtadle tound the enemy’s rop cover of throe
mare Ki-43s, and torashort, sharp fight,

they were shot down — two fell o Sub Li
Edward Wilsun of the SANT, serving
with 1844 NAS. Alter this action, Maj
Ronnie Hay commyented;

The Corsait was just the fighs Givcraft
for that war, It was certainly better than
amything we had, and an improvement of
the Hellcat. Tt wis more robust and faser,
and alchvueh the [upanese could out-tm
us in combat, we could our-climb, oue
dive and vut-gun him. By far the most
healthy improvement was it endurance,
ax with abour five hours worth of fucl in
your tarks you didn't teve the agony of
wondering whedher or noc you wonld
rinake it back to thecarmier.”




THE SumaTtran OILFIELDS

To support US operations-in the Pacific, and an evenmual invasion of
Japan, a significans British Heerwas proposed. Accordingly in Ceylon on
22 November 1944, Adm Sir Bruce Fraset holseed his flag as C-in-C of
the newly formed British Pacific Fleer (BPE), which was formed around
the Eastern Fleer's chree armoured fleet carriers, They were later joined
by sister ships Formudidde, Tndefitipable and Tnplacable,

The lollowing month, as part of Operadon Churflank, the BPE began a
serics of srrikes against the oil production and storape fadlives in
Sumatm that were so critical 1 the Japanese. However, because of bad
weather, the pore of Belawan Deli was artacked inseead.

However. the BPF began the New Year suceesstully whien, on 4 Tanoary

1945, fndomitabile, Victoriowund Tndefirgable mounted Crperation Lentii—
a suceesshul artack on the Pangkalan Brandan oil facilines. In spice of heavy
flak and stiff opposition. the Rghrer pilos were credited widh dowining nine
Ki-43¢ and destroying others an the ground at Medan ahd Tanjong Poera,
During the artick, the FircHy achieved brs first air combarsncices when Ly
Levirrof 1770 NAS downed 2 Ki-d3, while Sub Le Phil Seae shaved anocher Corsair | JT427 was the personally
coded sircratt of Maj Ronnie Hay,
A X whio was the Wing Leader of 47
wire described ds ' field day’, MFW aboard Victorious in October
As he roared over Medan, Le Lesdie Durmo of 1834 NAS spoted a | 1944 He flew this aircraft during
Ki-46 ‘Dinak’ in the circult with jis whedls and flaps down. Followed by | the-Sumatran oll refinery striles

a " i i - 1 - wihi he claimed
his Mo ¥, Sub L f [l Richards, _rh-.'_'.' climbed, and Richards opened fire. :\L:a::::"uﬁﬂ:d?n::“lm
Bramaged methis fire passs the K46 was dien argered by Leslie Durna, | (LS Mational Archives via Jonathan

Strickiand)

with Suly Lt Redding. The Gohrer sweeps over Medan, and ocher airficlds,

who positioned himself behind the aircratt and fired o five-sccond burst
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i the hapless enemy from just 30 vards. The ‘Dinah’ stazgrred slighdy
and then blew up, with the wreckiage falling onto the edge of the airfiekd
Prurno was o close that he oo was almost brought down when his
Carduir few shrough the firchall and was hir by pieces of wreckage. The
rugged Aphiter emerged from the fames unscathed, however.

Suirably encouraged by this initial success, Durno spotred a Ki-21

Sally” bomber o few minures barer, Closing on i, he opened Rre wich an
eighi-second buest from 200 yards and observed surikes all over the cngine
and fusclage thae set the airceaft on bre. Durno then <aw the bombers fin
break ofl, followed seconds later by s pore wing. In s deach thiroes,
Lrurno reporred thit he could see the rwo pilos in the cocpi lghting
gt out, although neidver did. He had thus become the first Rasyal MNuavy
Clorsatr ace, and the firse roclaim five victories apranst the Japanese.

I'he main strike wook off shont 909 minures after the Aphter 'Rammdy’,
url among the close escort 1o the Avenger strike was Sub Ly D | Sheppard
ol 1836 NAS whe, ar D850 hrs, sporred an 'Ok’ just below him. As he
closed, the enemy fighter dived away, then pulled up in a desperare
atrempr o our turn the Coesair. Don Sheppard later recalled:

The Jap's cockpir seemed 1o glow as Lhit him with a long burst, and |
could sce the bulles striking the engine and cockpit. He levelled ot at
3t ard then went ineoa climbig right band turn, | fired again and the
pilot baled vt as the aircraft rolled over and went it the sea. | warched
the pifor land in the water, bt he appeared o be dead.”

Ten minues after chaiming his fiest victory, the 24 year-old Sheppard
spotted another Ki-43 and, once again, closed in before opening fire, The
lightly builc "Oscar’ bliw up under this devastating burse and crushed into
the et Sheppard then headed back to Victersou

However, muny ol the close escorts forgar their charyes and wenr affter
the _|.1['1'Il'ln'?1' ﬁ:gi‘lttj'e._ bur as 1836 WASS Lr | B Edmundson said with
sume leeling, “1r's nor every month of the year thar vou seea *Zera” in the
Fleer Air Arny. so you can hardly blame a fighter pilos for making the most

uf hizopporunines!

The first major operation for the
British Pacific Flenl carriers was

the highly successful series of
strikes that targeted the Japsnese-
held oil refineries in Sumatra.

Seen uniolding s wings aboard
Indefatigatie for the first strike on

4 January 1545 is Firefly | DV128/4-C
of 7770 NAS [P 4 T Green Colfection}

Luslia Dumo of 1834 NAS is one

of the Royal Navy's least known
pees, having achigved ihiz status
on 4 January 1345, During the final
oil strike on the 29th of that month,
his Corsair was hit by flak over
Palembang and he was forced 1o
bale out Tragically, no trace ol the
young Canadian was aver tound
|US National Archives via Jonathan
Strickiamnd)

e



The Corsair squadrans in Vierri-
pur drew the following rare compli-
ment [rom no less @ pesson than
the Diccotor of Naval Air Warkire
fallowing Lentil “These two unils
have rendered mostsatisfactory com-
bar reports, displaying gomd mcrnics
and good shooting.

Other pilos had also been sue-
cessful, including Sub Lt Bill Foster

(thyvime his wing  leader’s aircraly)
of 1844 NAS, who shared in the
destracnion of 4 Ki=43 over the mp-
get. 183% MNAS'S Sub Li Richard
Neal also gor an "Oscar’;

“Whizzing abour over Pangkilan
Brancln, | lele a crevpy feeling under
neath and mlled over. Beneath mic
wasan  COscar on the sime courke. |
comtld see the pilocs bands, knces
and feer, | immediaely mlled and
climbed madly withour im seeing,
me. The rest was a no conoest, as his
aircraft canghr fire immediaely |
artacked. The *Oscar” was fragnle, and
ceriainly norwell own - 1 felrguilo.

Seeing their Arse action in the Far Fast during this aperation were the
Seafires of the 24ch NFW embarked in Tudefieipadle, but their limited
ranpe resiricred them o Aeer defence

The major focus of the Fﬁ‘rrfff.r:r.f‘ seriey ol attacks, however, was the
vomplex of refineries around Palembang, on the banks of the Moesi River
an thee north-east coast of Sumarra, The armacking force had 1o fly more
than 150 miles inro enemy held termirony to reach the targer, but an
effecrive strike would deal o severe blow o the Japancse war efforr,

The. BPFs four carricres Hluserions, (ndomirable, Viceormm and
Indefarigable— had Madjoe as the firse earprer of Operation Meridian 4,
whichwas launched on 24 Januwary. In addidon o providing an escort for
the Avenger bambers, as well as fying combar air pacrols {CAP) in
defence of the flees; the Aghters would alss conduc Ramrods’ over
enemy dirficlds and perform Hak suppression

The first suike had four groups of cicorrs, plus Maj Ronnie Hay
performing theair coordinaro’s role with his tlight. Top cover comprised
I't Corsairs from Victerdons, with strile close cscort flown by | 2 Fireflies,
seern escort by cight Corsairs from 1833 NAS (led by Ta Cidr Hanson)
and middle cover coming from eight Corsairs [fom 1830 NAS
Elsewhere, four Hell cats escorted a strike on che airfield ar Mana, while 24
Corsairs from Vicrorionsand Mlustrions flew airficld sweeps.

A they sweptin, Bi=44 Tojos” feoun the 8 "l Sentai were led off by | Le
Hideaki Tnayamu: A lerce doafighe ensucd, with Roonie Hay clamming
one of the first successes over Tardjoengradi when, abour en mibsutes

into theaction. he sporred 5 “Tojo’ approaching from our of the sun:

Saated second from right in this
group shot of TE36 NAS pilots is
2-year-old Canadian Sub Lt Don
Sheppard, who also ‘made ace’
during the Palembang rabds

10 J Sheppard)
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“lewas 0825 hirs, and afrer o five-minuee chasé [ canvht him ar nousht
e £

feerae 250 knots. Then 1 gave him 1 stern shot of owa seconds, which hin
his il and engine and he crashed and broke up, bur did nocburn.

Hlay then climbed back to monitor the atack, und afrer o
phorographic runs aver the seaming Somaman jungle, he shor down
another Fghrer, Also incrcasing their scores were Sub Lt Don Sheppard ol
| 836 MNAS, whi was eredited witha "Tojo’, while in Firefly pilor Sub Lt
Phil Sromof 1770 NAS shared in the destrucrion of rwe 'Oscars’ froo the
26eh Sentm: And iv was during this action thar Sub Lr Edward Tavlor
became the anly South African Navy-ace when he shor down o “Tojo’ at
aroand 0800 hes: Fifreen minues later; be also shared in the destruction
of a twin-engined Ki-45 "Nick” from Maj Sato’s 215t Senrai.

Maj Hay lager wrote abeur the actack in the Tomdin Gazree

Thrivmsghout the amack the enemy had fust sufficient fighress 1o
saturaie the eseorr. Fighrs were raging all aver the rarger arca. The
presence of so many Aghrers showed thar the "Riamnods”™ had nor
munaged o keep the enemy's head down. Flown offin the second range,
they were just oo late over the airsrips 1o prevent “Zekes™, " ojos” and
“Oscars” from taking ol

In spiteof his concerns about the escor, Hay concluded thar “this s
been one of the berrer serikes the Fleer Air Arm has ever accomplished'.

Afrer eefuelling and replenishment, the Rect returned 10 strike ar the

ather o1l complex ar Soengei Gerongon 29 Januwiry 1945 A heavy belt ol

rait and cloud delisyed rhe launch, and the inbound strike encounered
further bad weather, Hay iggain acred a5 the gir coordinavor, with 1t Cdr
C C Tomkinson leading the close escorr, Te Cdr T W Harrington the mid
cover ol 16 Hellcasand Lr Percy Cole thie top dover Corsiirs, Once more
the fighters provided CAT, escorr and flew "Rameods”. With Japanese
figluer opposition again in cvidence. thete were many combars, Over the
target after the bombing was finished, Hay was airacked, 45 he recalled:

1 soon had 10 dunge my mind a5 a “Tojo” was coming for us. In
shunting this one down, we descended 1o noughr feer and, awracted by
the punfire, an “"Oscar” came along, By 0905 his be oo was dead.

Mo 1836 NAS's Don Sheppard also daimed his fifth success;

Heading over the side of
Indomitabie on 27 February 1345
is Hellcat Il JX758/54 of 1839 NAS
Prior to its watery demise, this
aireraft had been assigned 1o unit
CO Lt Cdr Shotten, who had madae
two claims in It on 24 January.
Five days later, during the Scengel
Gerang mfinery attacks, Mew
Zealander Lt Richard Mackie shot
down a Ki-43 for the second of his
three victories (vis H Holmes)




“Thiy mguisitive fellow was an "Oscrr”, and obvionshy armrcred by the
stnoke of the edtlier vicam, be came 1o bave 2 loole. Hay ordered his flicht
of three airceaft o climb and not engage. This we did unzil we had a
1500-ft-heighe advantage, when the leader and T then atradked. T wisa
vigarous doefight and, alter @ series of steep wurns, the Jap serded down
for & momenr, seraight and level, My shells hir the pilot's coclepir, which
ghowed with o dull red as the ballets slammed home, then he rilled over
and crashed into the trees

Ihis Ki-43 was just onc of 30 Japanese gircraft shor down thar day:

As the strike recovered, Sub Lr Kernaghan al 887 NAS on a Sealire
CAP shot down a ' Dinah’ spotted apperoaching the Fleer A short while
latce, New Lealander - Sub Le Keith Mclennan of 1844 NAS: who was
muanming the alert Hellcar on Indomitadids thghudeck, veas launched as
seven Ki-21 ‘Sally’ and Ki-48 'Lily' bombers of the “Shichisi Miace
apecial Arcack Corps, led by Maj Hitoyuki Karo, .tppm.lrh:'nl fn e
attacksat low level. One of s squadron collesgues Liter wrote, "He took
off and shor owo of them down “just lilee that”, 1 saw his camera puin film’,
MeLennan also shared in the destructon of a third with a Scafire of 894
NAS Hlown by Sub Lt Elson. Having taken his wital o 3102 destroyed, he
had become the most successful Royal New Zealand Navy pilu of the
war

Afrer this series of arracks, the BPF continued on o ity operational base
i Australia, aeriving in Sydoey in mid-February in preparation for
operations in the Pacific.

OkINAWA

In carly March 19435 the fleer moved to 6 forward base st Manus. in the

Ackmizaliy Bslands. ready ro play i part in the invasion of Okiniwa — code

On 24 January 1945, Corsair | JT443
(bottom rdght] was used by Lt Perey
Colo of 1833 NAS to shoot down a
Ki-45 "Nick” for his second vigtory,
The aircraft is seen here on the

bow of Nustrious soon after
returmning from the mission. Note
the Barracudas parked amongst

the Corsairs [Admiralty via RS G
Mackayi
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The only Seafire ace was Sub Lt
Richard Reynolds of 894 NAS who,
hawving shared in the destruction
of two German flying-boats in the
Arctic in August 1944, becama an
moe at the start of the Okinawa
operation whan he destroyed three
kamikazes. His Seafire lll [PRZ56),
nicknamead Merry Widow, soon
winre avidence of his sucoess -

a rare addition to a Royal Navy
aireraft [via © F Shores)

name Operanon feebere. Sailing as Task Force (TT) 57 within che LS
Fitth Fleer, the BPI
neutralising airhields in the Sakishima Guno archipelago o prevent air

with irs four carriers, was piven the job af

reinfarcement of Okinawa from Formiosa. Commencing on 26 March, it
wass 10 be o necessary, if thankdess; task. The Hellcas and Corsairs flew
escort missions while fudefaricabiles Seafires performed floet CAP, A
routine of two strile days followed by replenishment soon ensued,

The US landings on Okinawa began on | April, and e Buarical
faganese response included ['.ul.nr:hing waves of danrkaze aircralt - over
thie next month, all thie Briosh cattiers were hie.

That day, rhe Arst fighrer "Ramrods’ had been launched when, just after
(700 hes, an inbound rad was derecred, probably of damikezes The
Ramirods’ were quickly recalled and die CAT waded into the enemy, Juse
biefore 1730 hrs a Zero machine punned the bacedeship HMS King (reorpe
Vodien, as v dived wowards Frelefatigable, was pounced on-by Sub Lt
Richard Revrolds inan 894 NAS Seafire. The tighter evaded all attemprs
i enyzapre dr. bur Revnolds’ fire contnued o hit home, his Sealive
only breaking off jubt before the enemy stuck the carricr, In spie of
the damage inflicted by the first dasikizr to hit a Bridsh carrier,
fﬂ.lf.l":',l’.urg:.l.ﬁ-ﬁ'\l.'.u receiving aircraft 40 minores lacer.

Some 20 minutes afier this brest avack, Richand Reynolds anacked a
second Lo that had just dive-bombed the anti-gireraft cruiser HMS
Ullster Clueen. Having swiftly sent the fighter down with two short bursts,
he-then larched onto a third Zern, which mumed into che Seafire. His
auarry was inviting Reynolds o commit 1o a-nrming fight, acwhich che
lapanese fichrer excelled: The expe-

riencerh Seatire pilor maintained his
speed, however. and in a series of
vo-yo' amacks used his remaining
ammumition  send his third vic
tn of the moming to ity destrue
tion. [ so doing, Reynolds became
the Roval Navy's only Scafire ace

Also successtul thar marning was
Sth- NEW leader Lt Cdr Tommy
Harmmgron, who claimed his final
ViCIOry;

‘He was flying our of range agd |
carefully fired a good long blasr over
hig port wing. He then very kindly

obliged by cxecuting a tacher diffi-
cult turn to porr. which enabled me
o close and shoot this unhappy
amarcrir down.’

Harmngton's ~vicim  was  an
Uscar” thought 1o bave also been
ferwn by a dameibaze pilot,

Tt wae not all good news for the
fighter squadrons, however, as.over
rhe istands 1834 NAS fost s €00,
Lt Cdr Hopkins, while the South




African Edward Wilson had his
enigine hir over Tehipaki and he was
forced o ditch, e was fucky
enatgh to be picked up by the Air-
Sea Rescue Waltus [roin Victerious

A few days larer anocher Hellcar
pilar From 1844 NAS opentd his
account when, durng his firse raid
on Mivako airficld, Sub Lo Bill
Arkinson From Maniioba wacked o
GAM ‘Betey' bomber, but could
only claim it a5 probably destroyed.
However, at abour 1730 hmoon 6
Aprilbe went one better by sharing
in the destruetion of a LM “Judy’ dive-bomber with L Edward Wilson
seiith of Wanser Shoro, Thas kill didy ook Wilsen's wally toseven airemifi
destroved, thus making him the Roval Navy's leading Hellcar ace.

On 12 Aprl TE 57

Formuosa, with Vietoriows 1t Col Ronnie Hay once again acting as air

moved ar American request o kit fargets in

cootdinator during the strile on Masuyama airfield. Tharmormine a pair
of Fireflies from [malefarigadde s 1770 NAS, flown by Lr Bill T homson and
Sub Lt Phil Srore, were esoorting o TS Navy PRM Mariner Hying=hoat an
an dir-sca rescue mission when they spoted five Ki-51 "Sonia’ bombers.
Breaking off; the Firefly pilos cach shor down mwo (the fifth "Sonia’ was
probably deeroyed), and i the process Store became the Royal Navy's
only Firefly ace. Thomson recorded in his log book;

"CAP over resoue Mariner [LI5), Sighred five "Sonias™ 1 2 miles norgh-
west ol south-west poine Kumi Tskond ae V000 i Chimbed and atecked
from 2000 fr pore quarter. Shov down port steen airerdft in flames, then

chased bis wingman. who evaded me fora while — finally closed, and ar

During the Dkinawa operations,
Victoriows™ 47th NFW continued to
be led by Lt Col Ronnie Hay - seen
hera sat in his Corsair 0 (JT456) at
the head of & strike in May 1945

IR C Hay)

Tha only Firefly ace was Sub Lt

Phil Stott Isecond from right} of
Indefatigable’s 1770 NAS who, on
12 April 1845, shot down Dwo of
the four Ki-51 “Sonias” destroyed
off Formosa. To Stott’s right is his
obsarver Lt Ward, whilst the other
crewmen are Sub Lt Miller [extreme
right} and Lt Bill Thomson {extreme
teft), who also shot down two Ki-51s
LB Thomson)
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50 yards he exploded in red Aames.
Resumed  parrel. Moo 2 por mwvo
more; T eluim owo “Sonias” cerain.’

I'he Hellcar had also enjoyved is
monst suceesstul day m Brodsh ser-
vice, as 0o less than six enemy fight
ers had been shor down by the npe.
Two af these fell 1o Sub Lo Bill Fos-
ter who, ar 0630 s, had destroyed
aKi-43anda Ki-6 | “Tony. Hiscol-
|league Bill Atkinson also claimed 2

Ki-61 probably destroyed., as well as

a dero destroved.

The Sealire CAD was abso ergaged when 887 NAS's Seb 1 ] H
Kernaghan atsacked a mixed formation of enemy fighrers which broke
and evaded. Chasing after them, Kernaghan fired twa long burses ac a
Leroas it dived away, ciusing it w cakch liee and crash into the sea As
fell, Kernaghan was already turning after a Ki-61, which he damaged with
his rmaining ammunition.

The Aeet revarned to the Sakishima Gunto to reume operations on the
14th, and saw Further action the next day when| amongst other claime, a
Righr of Hellcits, thar included Bill Atkinson, shor down a CoM "Myrt",

HMS Formridable had replaced Mstrrons, bur the newcomer had o
savage inittation, for on its first day of operating (the 16 1842 NAS lost
ies 0N Le Cdr udy” Garland, when his Corsair was shor down over
Bhigaki: Tha day Bill Foster shor down g "Myt and when he repeated
this fiear five days later he achicved covered ace staras. Soon afterwards che
Heet retired o Leyte to replenish and refir.

Alter a brief rest, the BPF recutned 1o hit the Sakishima aifields once
miare, bombing Mivako on 4 May. Hlowever, with the BPF's heavy ships
detached vo bombard the coast, the enemy threw in Rirther suicide ammcks
on the carriers. On' CAP were Sub Lis Richard Reynolds and Randall
Kay, who borh again successfully wsed 'yo-yo arracks to bring down 2
Homp'. This would be Reynolds Final success, alrthough Kaywas ra mihe
Further elaims m the fral combar of the war. Although Frdomitable '
Hellcarsatso played rheir parr thar day by claiming rhree intruders, they
caulil not stop their @rrer, or Farmidable, being struck by kamikazes

Arracks on the apparentdy empey andields continued, but so did the
kamifase artacks. Araround 1700 hrson @ May, in good weather, both
Farmiidable and Victorimus were hic fosing 47 Corairs berween them.
Ohice again, however, both vessels were soon apérational. These stticks
proved to be the kst of their kind aimed ac the BPF, and on 25 May, with
Okinawa largely in Amerioan hands, the fleer few i final senkes. The
BIPE then revived south to relit its battered ships and replenish v aireralt,
having spenr 62 days at sca during the Okinawa operations, les fighrers
vad chaimerd 42 Tapanese aireralt shor down and many more destrmyed on
the ground. The Heet atrived back in Sydoey in carly June.

~———————THE LAND OoF THE RISING Sun

The fleer was joined by the new carcier HMS Smplecable lollowing dhe
refit period. The vesscl's fichrer complement included the Seafires of 801

The demize of one of the four Ki-51a
downed by 17770 NAS Fireflles on
12 April 1945 was caught on film

by the camera gun fitted to Lt Bill
Thomson's aircraft [B Thomson)

One ol the pilots who bocome
an ace during operations off the
Sakishima Gunto was Sub Lt Bill
Foster, who flew Hellcats from
Indlomitaile with 1844 NAS

IR 5 G Mackay




and 880 NASs, with the lamer
unit led by Lr Cdr Mike Crosdey,
The ship's Commander (Air), Cdr
Charles Evans, was also an ace:

By way of an infroduciion wo the
Pacific, on 14 June 1945 HMS
fmplacable s Air Group moonted 2
raid un the now-hypassed and new-

teilised Japanese base ag Tewk, in

the Caroline lslands. The carrer
arrived at the Heer's forward base ar Manus on dhe T7th wo join Formeas
ble, Vietorsousand fndefargable As Indomirablewasz undergoing a refivar
the rime. sixof its | lellcars from 1844 NAS rmansterred mo Formdable for
mightfighting duties

The US Heet had begun hivting sargers around Tokyo m mid Joly, and
it was joined by the Roval Navvon the 17oh, when o "Ramrod” of Corsarrs
b Fermnidalble and Fieellies from Dipdecalde’s 1771 NAS aacked
aitfields ar Sendai, Masuda and Mawsushima, about 250 miles north of
l'okyo. |hey thus became the firsr British aircmfo to By over the Japanese
home islands, Later in the day, another "Rampod’, led by 1834 NASS
GO, Le Cde | G Baldwin, wok off from Viererions and flew across
Honshu o hit rargers on the Japanese west coast,

Also Hying their Best “Ramrods’ were Frplecible s Sealines, which also
provided CAP aoainst expected atracls by Japanese hapnibazer — the
Seafires carmied old Kisrvhawk drop ranks, which sigmificantly extended
their range. The weather, however. prevented amy actien againse the
cnemy. The following day, Lt Cdr Cresley led an arrack on airficlds on

the Japaricse mainkand and shipping in the Inland Sea: Much light Hak

wis erconrtered and losses soon bitgan w mownt, parceculady within che
Clorsalr squadrons,

I'he BPE, now designared Task Force 37, withdrew For replenishmeni
hetore rettrning for o further seriey of suikes agalns sicfields and
installarions. 880 NAS CO Lt Cdr Mike Crosley led one “Ramrod” and

On moving into the Pacific, the
aircraft of the BPF adopted barred
US-siyle natlonal markings. as
shown in this excellent view of
Corsair Il JTE3IZ/P120 of 1834 NAS,
flown by Lt Wally Knight from HMS
Wictorious. Sub Lt Pocock used this
afrcraft to share in the destruction of
a 'Myrt' reconnalssance airerafl over
the Sakishima Gunto on 4 May 1945
(G J Thomasl

Dwring the Okinawa operation, all
of the BPF carrlers were struck st
lzast once by kamikares However,
thanks to their armoured flightdecks
they ganerally suffered only
superficial damage. as was the case
wilth Formifdable, which was hit on
4 May 1945 This photograph of the
battle-scarred carmior was taken
soon after it had been struck

(D N Dawis)
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The newest of the carriers assigned
to the BPF was HMS Implacabile,
which arrived in the Pacific alter the
Dkinaws operation. Its air wing saw
extensive combat over Japan in the
final weeks of the war (P H T Green
Colection]

Implacable’s Firefly squadron was

1771 NAS, led by Lt Cdr MacWhirter.

He is seen here flying his personal
aircraft (DK431/NET5 Evelyn
Tensionsl, armoed with rocket
projectiles, on his way to attack

tirgets in Japan in July 1945
|R MacWhirter)

artacked the scaplane buses ar Tokushima, an-the northern entmnce o

thie Inland Sep, and Konamsushima, as he lacer described;

"Ohur rarger was easy to find on the coase. Irwas also ina clear parch of
weather. | aimed at a twin-engined aircratt — none of us stayed long
enough o find our how we had gor on. On the way back, we dived ar
konarsushima. Here, the fluk was very easy to see. They had obviously
had warning from our accack fuether up the coast, so the EUNNETs Were
teady lor us. There were several twin-floared aeroplanes draws up on the
sloping conceete slipways, and we hit many of them. It was rewarding o
seevur cannon shellsexploding in brighe fashes in the dawn highr as they
hit. the slipways around the rargers, Once again the ascack wus all over in
ten seconds or so, and none of as were hit by flak,”

Crosley had damaged 2 large four-engine HGK "Mavis™ flying-boar ar
Tokushima: whilst 4t Kanamsushima he had destroyed an FIM 'Pere'.
Sadly; one Scafire was lost durirgr the rerurn Highr, Later thavafternoon,
Crosley led another *Ramrod's

‘e rarger was Takamaeso airfield, supposedly crarmmed with- 50
aircraft. Our bricfing showed that it also had 120 guns surrounding it
andd we were wold o expecr fighters o, The weather was much bemer
than we had expected, and we were able to employ owr wsial avack
svstem. We hardly saw any Nk 1 aimed ar 2 *Mymt”,

The fllowing evening (25 July), as the Reet was withilrawing ro refucl,
a small group of ‘bogeys” appeared on radar. The four ‘dusk’ paceol
Hellcars from the 1844 NAS detachment embarked in Fermidadle were
ahrhorne gt the rime, and they were quiclly vectored onmo a quarter of

Michi B7A 'Grace' torpecdo-bombers flying ar 20,000 ft on a heading for

the ships. The Hellcats, Qown by Sub Lis Atkinson, Foster, Mackic and




*
-

The Fleet Air Arm also conducted
missions off Burma in 1945, with
theso Saaftires from BO7 NAS
{embarked in HMS MHunter! sesing
sporadic action. During the cruise
MNMNI00/D50 was stripped of paint
and assigned to wing leader, Lt Cdr
Gerorge Bakdwin. it was being flown
by Sub Lt Gardnar on 16 May 1945,
however, when it damaged a Ki-43
over Sumatra |G J Thomas}

Fiying fram Implacable. 880 NAS s
Seafires ranged over Japan during
the last weoks of the war. The unit
was only able to perform thesa
missions thanks to the ship's
unofficial acouisition of some old
P-40 drop tanks, which dramatically
incraased the Seafire's notoricusly
short endurance

[P R Arnold Collection}

Sub Lt Speak puts Helleat I
JEII5/W145 of 1644 NAS into
the barrier after a strike. Note
that the barrier cabling has bitten
deep into the fighter's cowling
{wia A C Sturtivani]

I'avlor, made shorr work of the
rarcly seen B7ASs, ax i desenbed m
the allicial Royal Canadian Navy
hiseory:

During his artachment 1o For-
mizdidie, Atkinson achicved a rare
distincrion on the night of 25 Julyv.
Four Hellcars were serambled on a
night combae air pauol, These were
conventional Hellear 115 wirhout
radar, hur their pilots had been
traisied in night Oving. Shordy afer
assuming parrol, incoming Japan-
were detected. Two

ESe ITCTET

: ' . Hellcas were forced 1o return to the
> = carnier unscrviceable, Sub e Atkin-
son assunied the lead of the rEMmAining fwo Helleats anad was vectored ot
OT 3 INTETCEpng ciurse.

"Under a lull moon. Atkinson identified the bandits a5 big, single-
engined “Grace” rorpedo-hombers, ind rook his Mew Zealand wingman,
Sub It R F Mackie, into the anack Atkirson latched onto a pair of
Graees” and shot them bodh inte the warer, while Mackie domped the
third. Then, in routing the arher bandits, 4 fourth "Grace™ went down
and rhe enemy arrack was completely broken wp.

‘A trapedy was also averied following rthe action thar same nigh.
Mackic lose his clecrmical svstem and rcios i the skirmsh and became
disoriented. Having lost Atkinson, he had no means of locaring dhe

distant blacked-out carrier. Fortunarely, as Arkinson came in to land and
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The last Commonwealth pilot 1o
become an ace was Canadian Lt Bill
Atkinson [rightl. He achieved the
coveted status on 25 July 1945
whilst flying Hellcats with the 1844
NAS detachment embarked in
Formidable His wingman on this
oecasion was New Zoalander Sub Lt
Richard Mackie [left), who claimed
his third victory during the same
engagement | Canadian Forces]

Corsair IV KDG58/ X115 of 18471 NAS
gils lashed (o the deck of HMS
Formidable off the Japaness coast
in July 1945, The aircraft was lost in
action on 9 August when Canadian
Lt B H 'Hammy" Gray pressed

home his atteck on a Japanese
destroyer in Onagawa Bay.

He wins subsequently awarded

a posthumous Victoria Cross for
his actions [Canadian Forces)

the carrier was lluminared, Mackie
saw the distane flash of ligheand flew
safely back to Formiduble

These successes made Bill Ackin-
son the last Commonwealth pilot to
becoms an ace during World War 2.

Surikes by TF 37 aircrafr apninst

airficld and shipping wrges contin.
wed, with 264 offensive and 135
defensive sorties being Hiown on 27
July alone. The fallowing day there
were further strikes against Inland
Sea wargers, and the naval base ar
Maisaru, on the northern coast ol
Homnshi, was armacked by Corsairs of
Formuedable’s 1841 NAS: Four ships were sunk or d.nn.lgr:d ang several
atrcraft downed. For his leadership and dererminavon during dhese
arracks; the unit's sentor pilor; Le "Hammy!' Gray, wos awarded a D50,

Although eperations continwed, they were hampersd by the bad
weather that marked the onser of the typhoon season, and combined with
the pause belore the attack on Hiroshima, the next serdes of operarions did
nor begin untl & Auygust, One of the first Rameodys’ Alown on this date
comprised euhir Corsairs from Formedableled by Lo Hammy' Gray. The
following sccouny is from the Roval Canadian Navy's nfficial history;

At Onagawa Bay, dhe fiers found below a number of Japanese ships
ancl dived in to arrack. Furious fire was opened on the airceaft froms army
batreries on the grournd and from warshipsin the Bay. Lt Gray selecred for
his targer an enemy deszroyer, He swept in oblivious of the concentrared
tire and mude seraighr for-his targer. His aircraft was hicand hivagain, bue
he kepr on. As he came chose to the destrover, Lt Gry's acroplane caughs
fire, bt he pressed on to within 50 fr of the Japanese ship before releasing
his besenbws. He scored ar lease one direee hir, possibly more, The destroyer
sank almost immediarely. Lt Gray did not return, He had given his life ar
the very end ofhis fearles bombing tun.

For Lt Laray's grear salluntey and

selspenfice, on 13 November the
award of a posthumous. Victori
Cross ro him was announced. He
became only the second fighrer piloe
o regeive a VC 1in Word War 2.
0 9 and 10 Auspsrairemf from
the Brinsh carrierss flew more chan
00 olfensive sorties m a seres of air
strikes on zirfields and shipping in
northerr Honshu, T'he fast planned

strike day an dhe 12eh was cancelled
dwe o weather, after which most of
the BPF lefv the aren due o a lack of
fuel. Only Tndefatigable remained,
1T Units connnuing operations. For

TTREISY |1 EVWIEYIET III'I £ WHAT WS OVET,
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ith the Jupanese on the point of surrender, Judefaripabiles
Avengers [rom 820 NAS, along with the Fireflies of 1772
NAS and the Seafires of 887 and 894 NASs. contnued their
articks on the enemy mainland. On 13 Augner 1945, air attacks
concentrated in the Tokyo area ance more, and soon after dawn on the
15th, cight Scafires (led by Sub. L Hockley) left dndefarizalile's deck wo
escort an Avenger strike on Kisarazu airfiedd, However, due o the
weather, they switched o an alternative rget in Ordaki Bay
At abour 3545 hrs, as the formarion crosscd the bay, two Zeros were
seeny, although i was suspected thar they might be decoys, This proved w
be the case, as o dozen more were then seen diving on the Brirish
formanion from behind. Unforcumacely, possibly: due o RET Rilure,
Freddie Hockley, who was im0 the lead, did non reace and was shot down
on the Zeros” first pass. He manaped to bale out, however, burwas quickdy
caprured and, in a dreadful ace of vengeful savagery, was then hehesded —
the Last Royal Navy iualty ol the war. However, the reoinder of the
Seafires then waded into the Japanese fghrers
Sub L Vic Lowden of 887 NAS deployed his flizhr in line abreast at the
second Japanese element, as the first was our of range. He opened fird with
his cannon at the second Zero from dhe nghr from a range of abour 800
yvards and recorded thar the undercarmiage oleos dropped. and thar i
‘Humed nicely, going down’. His No 3, Sob L “Tally’ Williams, had also
hir chis arrcraft, so the vicrory was shared. Lowden then swirched his fire
to the aircrift on the extreme right, and with slight deflection from sbous
200 wards, saw pisces [y ofl as diis too tell sway. He wrote afterwards;
'l then found one of the original aracking “Zekes” climbing ar 8000 f
abonr FO00 yards from me. | closed ro H0fvardsar 11,000 fr, kicking on the

rudider 1o have a look at the markings, and then went back ssiem and fiad

the cannon amminidon had

two tworsecond bursts of machine gun fire
alreaihy been exhavsred. Followng
strihes all over the sircralt, the pilog
baled our. His fighter dived pase
him, smoking somewhar,

Lowden had kit five of the
cnemy, being credited with two
destroved, a third shared and the
other twor darmagred. Asade From
the shared kill. "Faffy’ Williams
shot down a second Zero as well.
887 MNAS's Sub Lt ‘Spud” Muor-
phy, flying NN212/58112, also
shior dovwn two enemy fghters. He
Latet recalled;

“the cnemy approached our
Avengers in fairly close starboard

echelon, bur with flighs o line

Seafire 1l NNZ12/5112 of BET NAS,
seen here in an unfortunate poss,
was flown by Sub Lt ‘Spud” Murphy
during the final alr engageinent of
the war, Ho shot down two AGM
Zeros in a brief doghight over

Ddaki Bay on 15 August 1945,

The Japanese surrendesr was
announced soon afterwards

| Earlel
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asteri. They peeled off smurtly m
fours from down sun and headed for
the Avengers. One séction of four
appeated to be comang head-on for
us, bur 1 didn't observe their guns
firing. Their original armack was well
coordinmated, but they seemed v lose
cach other after thar, and could no
huve kepr s good lookour asrem,

'Opened fire with my fight leader
from the encmy’s porr quarter. Saw
strikes on huselage of enemy, which
was furshed ofl by figla feader o
No 3. Disengaged from above o
artack another “Zeke” o pore and 500 ft below, Closed from above and
asreen, obaining his on belly and engie. Hix undercart Fell down and
smoke and flame were coming from engine, but | was closing oo fust and
overshot. Pulled up nose o re-attack Mo 2 and saw lone Zeke’ at samic
level doing @ shallow tuen 1o starbioard, He evidently didn’t see me, and
| held fire 1ill some 100 yards away. Observed immediate strikes on
cockpit and engine, which burst into flames. Enemy rolled on - back,
plummering in fames into cloud.

Murphy also noted thart the accuracy of the Japanese fire was poor, with
not enough deflection, and thar due to an early sighring by the formarion
leader, the Seafives had manased o gecine s good wcticl posigon.

From the Avengers’ close escorr, Sub Le Don Duncan of 894 NAS kept
his manoenvring speed up and engaged three of the Zeros, one of which
hic probably desiroved befare he suffered 4 jammed cinnon. His section
leader, Sub Lt Randy Kay, made a quarter atrack on another of the AGMs
as i attacked his charges and set it on fire in the port wing mor, before
switching fite to another fphter with a high deflecion shot as i crossed
hisnose, Kay's first burstwas devastaring, blowing the il off this aircraft
He then hir u thied Zero.

The Scafire's previous air combas in the Pacilfic had been on 9 May
1945 off Okinawa during the final day of bemikazeartacks on the BPE, so
this was an oustanding and successful end to its career. Indeed, the 24ch
NEW pilors were credired with seven fighrers destroved, theee probables
and four damaged, with an cighth Zero felled by an Avenger gunner
Soon after they had recumed w0 Tndefarigable, the Seafire pilots leameid
that operations were o be cancelled ar 0700 hus dhe following morming,
with a eeaschire brought into cffect shortly thereafrer,

When it had claimed the first confirmed Brtish aerial victorny of Workld
War 2 in Seprember 1939, the Ruyal Navy's aircrafi carriers embarked
oniy # fow fighters wirth very limited capabilides: Appropriately. almost
sin yers Liner, Fleer Air Arm fighters also made the final Brinsh claims of
the conflicr, but by then the Royal Navy had a Aeer of armoured carriers
operating on the other side of the world. Able ro remain arsea for long
periods, these ships were operating hundreds of world class Byhrers.

Mo less than 36 naval pilors had become aces during the war, and a
turther T8 had made a total of five claims or more.

The Fleer Air Arm had come full arcle

The successtul pilots of the 24th
MNFW's last wartime engagemeant.
They are, from left ta right. Sub
Lts Don Duncan (894 MAS - 2
probables), Randy Koy (894

MNAS - 1 destroyed, 1 probable
and 1 damaged), "Spud’ Murphy
(887 NAS - 2 destroyed), Vic
Lowden (887 NAS - 2 and 1 shared
destroyed and 2 damaged], Ted
Garvin {854 NAS - 1 damaged) and
“Tatfy' Williams [B87 NAS - 1 and

1 shared destroyed)
lAuthor’s Collection}




APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1

Royal Navy Aces
Name Service NAS/Sqn Total
OrSE RNYR R, F%A, A4 fifsh/0.5/-
Sawell A RNVE G, B0, TESY B shf S 3 2sh
HayRC fild BT, BO08, 809 &+3sh/0.5/3sh

Mo 47 NFW
Hiogg G A RNVR B0 & Hsh/f
Coek fiJ it 747, B0, 15th NFW G451 /4
Gardner 0 E RMYR 247 BO7. BRS Fedshif1 /-
Evans C LG R 803, 806 Z+Buky0 8-
Dawsaon-Paul F Rl B4 F.51
Bames WL L AN L B+dsh-fH+dsh
Bruen J M FM 802, 801, BO3, BOO B+3sh/~25
Tillard R € RN Bl B5/~/-
Atkinson W H I RONVA 1 LA Brdahydf
Ritchie B RMNVH &0d Bvdang-1-
Wilson ET SANFY| 1844 Fedshy--
Macdorald-Hall H RN 806, BO7 T+Bsh(1/2
Taylouw EW T R 8080, BOR, BOZ 1+Bshi1 /7
Hallptt W N R RO, B84, BRY Ish/0 5/ 4=k
Brabner A A HNVH 806, 5, B0 5511
Jeram 0 M Fi 213. BEB. 1839 S8,
Shappard 0 J RCNVA 1835, 1836 Ae2shi1/-
Sparke F D R H06 Aashyf [
Charlton PN [ B3, BOD, 1834 F+3shi2
Reyiolds B H RMNVE 894695 F+3sh~N
Henley B S R 06 Z3shf1ra
Sabey A Fi HOT, B2, B, B Jadshf-N
Lowe 1L F AN 06, B892, 98, 800 1+5sh/-/-
Theobald & W R BO3 1+dshy-11
Luey WP AN A03 Sehiff
Croslay M R RNVA A3 HF 800, 4 571~

A04, BAG; BAO, B0
Riake & G ANVA 18 0702
Foster WMC HWNWH 1844 A 5i= /-
ety W H AN 807, 880 L+~
Stott J P AYA 1770 2+3shf-/-
D | [ ANYVA TH4 Tidsh//
Guthrie & G Mok HNVH a8 Gsh/~/05
Keighly-Peach CL® AN 813 FF 35 /- (possibly £ 5-/

Remarks

Reval Mannes” anly ace

Roval Canadian
Navy tap scaar!

Cnily South Afnean
Naval Force s

24t and 3nd WA

First Boyal Nawy
Aca of World War 2
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APPENDIX 2

Non-Ace Pilots with Notable Claims

Bird £ A
Brokesti G W
Duthie HE

Fail M F

Bibson DCEF
Gondfallow A P
GrayAH
Gritfiths A S
Hutton P
Keith| K
LowinE D&
Lowden ¥ S
hasuy PIWY
Milannan K A
Moekardanoe H
Pepnington FA
Prica DR 0
Smentar A1
Spurway K\ W
laylor P E
Turmbull F R &

Service

AN

AN
HMNZMYR
AN

AN
FNVR
ACNWH
A
RVA
i

RN
RNVA
R
AMNYH
AletiN
RMZNVA
ANVE
AN

AN

AN

AN

NAS/Sgn

BO4, 8871, BA2
803, 888

B0t

B0, B0, BOS, 678
B3

B8

B3, 877 184)
Hi13, B08

Ba1, BOS

B13 FF, 805
BED, 84, bey
Hag, BH7

#13, BOG, 8A3
1044

shag

Hi, Beg

2

B04, 800

B0

il

BO1, 807,894,
47th NFW

Total

1+2sh/-f2
b5
dsif-/2
dsfyf1/-
Ah 17
Ishy-rizsh

253
35445
142sh/2
Aslif-{2sh
25/-fZ
&/-13
35/
-1~
dshf1?
iz
A5k
25
1.57-/3=h
ashy -2

Remarks

Victoria Cross

Top ANZN pilot
Top AMethN pilot

Top nightfightsr pilat




ApPPENDIX 3
Leading Royal Navy Pilots by Type
Type Name Scors Total
liorsair Stoppard 1) deZsh- - e shfyf
Firefly St JP 2i3ahy TH3shg-f-
Fulrmiar Hogg & A Ashshif dgsnd-/-
Helicat WilsanET J+ishi-f- Frdzhf )
Martkat/Wildcat Cotching R 4 24Zeh/-/- 24dsnf
Mostuito PriceDHO 347 372
R Day AG 1N 1401
Sea Gladiator Knighhy Peach C | IRNE 3151/
Sea HurricaneHurricans Gork HJ D 2sh/1/4 G+2shll
Gaafire Heynalds A H Fedshyf S F3shy--
Feua Licy WP 7sh173 Tahif1/3
Spitfine Dawson-Faul F T5/-/- T
Key
RN — Roval Navy

RNVA — Roval Navy Voluntesr Besem

R — Royal Marines

RCMVA — Royal Caradian Navy Valuntear Reseve
SANRW| - South African Naval ForcelVoluntesr)

RNZN — Rioval New Zealand Navy

Mgt — Boyal Netharlands Navy

MFW — Naval Fiahtar Wing

FF — Figher Flight

Mota - those pilots with l2ss than five victories are marked thus * in Appendix 1, and areshown becauss of their inclsian

in Aces High and where henz may bie doobt as to their actual scores

53D10NIdAW



APPENDICES

1

Roe | L3105 of 806 NAS, flown by Mid G A Hogg, Worthy
Dowm, February 1940

Mid Graham Hoog |sned S06 NAS soon alter it had oomed,
the upitbaing ot Wit Frieugh, on the west ooost ol Sdotland,
pandusting weapors- waeing with s Skuas ot thy imip of ks
artivil | he Ssausdeon s tumaT-edpped Aoes hed been lef &t
its-baseat- Worthy Densn, ' Hampahera, and-after patuming
there, Foglg also e this ilonceived rpe: Indaed, he flew
thes alreraft an & numbet of cocasions during February and
March 1940, when it wore the full umit codes for HMS
fistrious. Diurmg the Dunkrk evaouatan, Hogg sactiod bkt
in the Skis end Roc, cresh-landing et the end of iz best
gperation altor being dtcked by "hendy’ fighters:

2

Skua Il L2963 of 803 NAS, flown by Lt W P Lucy,

HMS Glorous, Norway, 26 April 1940

Thie st Rowal Nawvy piiot 10 becoms an acs duning Wiorld
War 2 was Lt Bl Lucy, wino was atso the 0 ol Skua-
equipped BO3 NAS Makmng most of his cimrme fhyang bom
carrars off Narway, Luty Bd-a tho of Skuas in thissecrialf
from HMS Glonees o whigh they were detached from Ark
Fowa o @ patial on 26 Apdl 1840, During 19he coulse of ihe
mrilssion b spalied thes He 1118 fram 10KG 26 s attacked
thiesm immediaisly, One Skua was hit by retum fire snd force-
Sanded, but Lucy and Lt Chnstien demaged 8 bormber. They
thien attecked He:1 11 L1+ET of B4LG 1, which they iorosd
dowin into Romsdalsfiord. This was Bill Lucy's sedosd viclory
Hiz Skua had the undetsaiss ol i wingns g blacw (o
andd whiter bstarbiosndd ot (eriicltsn purpesiss

3

Sea Gladiator N5517 of 813 NAS Fighter Flight. flown by
Cdr C L Keighly-Peach, HMS Eagle, central
Mediterranean, July 15940

HME Eagie’s fightas flight. which fotmed in June: | 840

with Jour Sea Gladistors, wae led by the ship’s Cormimandar
{Flvingl, Cof Chusthes Kaighly Poach Ungor bery, the g
pecrpaved ol g succeoding weagss destioying possinly
&5 TNENY @5 -apven |alian bombers: KA alamed mast 'of
them, and he duly received 2 DR for his spccesses. His
first vlatory camie on 17 July whan he'shot down an 570,
aithaugh he was slightly woundad in the leg. All ties ot
Esighly-Peach’s claims ware mace Hying thes awcraft, which,

the foflowing year, sarvad in Crete with BOS NAS, MEGIT was.

lpay, aloewg with st pllot, LL P F Scott, whan il foco-landed b
the sea some 100 miles south of U island on T8 Meny 1941

4

Skus [l L2927 of 803 NAS, flown by Lt J M Bruen, HMS
Ark Royal, central Mediterranean, July-August 1540
Cnie ot the great Fiset Air Aom characers.of the sarly war
yeEars was Lt Bl Broer, whao oo bean Hyiog lighiets from
cafriers since 1936, Ywhen Ark Noval wies oporating i (H

Il rarkean) turing e Surmimes of TSR0, thes Sk was s

g sl and Brucs macke all of his earty claims whilst

CoLour PLATES

fiying L2927, The first wene: turing the attack oh this Frarich
flest at Oran on 3 July, when he demoged two Vichy fighlors
ang giso-shared in e destrecbon of a Breduet Nying-Doat
Then, on.31 August. Bruen wies agam at the Skua’s-contrls
wiies N esiniyed teo tasan rhadoens

5
Hurricane | V7203 of No 242 Sqn, flown by Sub Lt RE

Gardner, Coltishall, July 1940

Orie of thi Hayal Mavy llats ledt o thi FAF in 1900, Sub Lt
*Jsmmmie’-Gerdner made s st clsirm an 10 July winen hi
shot dotwn-an He 711 aff Lowestolt, He became an ace o
rrudt Septprmbed, himang faken (A the hasvy Tighting with
Ko 242 Sgnoin the intervening perind, Afthough he made
nechasmna inthis awcratt, Gandner did Hy n otwen from mid
Judy, afthogh it was actuslly the mguler siroratt of Sgr Eng
Richardson, AAF aoe Flg OH John Litta was lout In Y7203
during Ko 242 Sgi's fiest ‘Croes’-oparabion to France o

10 January 1941, Gardner weont on to enjoy fulther Suénrases
wtlst Nyirg Fulimaes Trorm Aek Roval in the Meditermanaan

6

Fulmar | N1886 of 806 NAS, flown by Sub Lt i L F Lowe,
HMS Ifustrious, off Malta, 2 September 1940

80 MAS was the first sguadron '16-take the Fulmarnto
gaton, and cif Ahodes on 2 Septermbser 1940, Sub L1

lvan Lowe ywas thing this arcraft with N Kihsall as s
tedesgrpiat alr guinner in o sectian led by Lt Cor Chardies
Evaris The Fulmars sighted & Cant Z.500, and doding in from
antern, Lo heipe] hes CO0-and Lt Cdr Kby 2hoat down the
Itafn fiying-boat o the chess of the 2ntire fleat. Lovee's first
victony was also the Fulmar’s first, and marked the stare of fis
rise to “scedom’ —a stgtus that he achieved two maonths laler

7
Sea Gladiator N5549 of 806 NAS, flown by Sub Lt A J
Sowell, HMS Hlustrious, central Mediterranean,

B November 1940

Ths direralt was one of o Sea Gladiators that ware
transferrad fo Fulma-souipped 806 MAS fo supplemeant

the fighter defences of the recently artived carmer HMS
fustripus.: On B Movember 1840, NGE49 was used by Sub Lt
“Jackie' Sawel| to destroy an |tafen Cant L2501 ot of
1865 Struataghio - thiswictiany wasAhanod with Salb LL Bogoes
Michisls i NBE13. Thie Cant was-Sewell s tirst i woth fhe
Sea Gladinior, afthough b dlrosdy hed theas and twe sharad
witlorus: 1o hes credhit in Fulmars fram combat over the
iraceding two manths Gn 24 Janary 1841 he usad a3 5aa
Citadator 1o shoot downa Ju BS near Malta: thes victory
proving 1oebe thie biplane™= final claim cyer the banered ddand.

8

Madrtiat il AXSZ4 of BE0 NAS, flown by Sub Lt & J Cork,
Arbroath, 1 February 1941

BBD NAS wap the thied umt to ré-sjisp with the Martle
operafing three for st four weaks miaarly 1047, pporto

a farisinn peng madé tn amap the squadrmn with Ses




Hurricanes instead. One af the tno of aecraf ssoed 1o tha
urnit wls AXBZY Inicknamed Garmer, winch had non-folding
wangs and came trom an es-Franch conmact, Battie of Hritain
ace Suly L4 Dickie Cork was ane of 880 NAS's pilotsat the
o, e T Tegeew Mo thzgs ondi they were withdrawn on

168 Febnary — he tiad lowh AXB24 frorm Srsoith lor e firsy
Time on the 1at

9

Buffalo | AS4139 of 805 NAS, flown by Lt R A Brabner,
Maleme, Crote, 19 March 1941

Thresr exarnples of the portly Buttelo wars usad by 805 BAS
alorggide g Fulinars for the air detanoo of the stratagioally
inpertant iani of Crete Ong ol the uni's g g1 the tima
was LT Rupert Brebner, who had boen slociod as o Mambes
ot Parlament in 1838, He scrambled ahar =ome Ialion
baombers i this alrmrafton 19 Masch 1547, Bt e i
levaloped engina troubés he was forced to retiarn 10 Maleme
LUintoriunatsly, a power ioss on finsl approach cawsad Bahner
iz kand short of the runway and the Buffalo ovsrumed
Luckiy, e -antrell ba weorked snd the MP ascagad
unharmpd. Bratsoe pubisoguonlly mads Hig brst claim over
Crate and ‘maos see” durmg the convey Bt ol 42

10

Fulmar | N2006 of 503 NAS, flown by Lt D C E F Gibsan,
HMS Formidable, central Mediterranean, 18 April 1941
Droradd Gibsort had made fis first dlaims when fiying Skuas
diring the Norsay camgaign in 1340, and by esrly 1941 he
WES serving as-the Sonsor piot of 803 NAS. He lagnched
thes-airgraft off Bhodes during the evoremg ol 18 Aonl 1841 at
the bsad of & sectinn of Thess Fulmas i agsrst inbownd alion
nombers. Gison leg the gftank on Wem, bul MN200G was hil
by refum fire @nd he Wwas wobmded. He then headea back

o hus shep, ard sithough he mansgad o land, the arorsti’s
antesion hook pulled put and the Fulmar want ovar the site
Giwok wairs guickly tescuad by a destroyar, but his obsarver
wiad never sean agan. The 579 that he had attacked limped
away, heving oo besan darmaged by PO Theobald - one of
thie Boyal Mavy's fews NCOH aoes

1

Fulmar | N1957 of 806 MAS, fiown by Lt R MacDonald-
Hall, HMS Formidabis, off Crete, 26 May 1941

On thas riiormaing of 285 May 1941, Lt Bab MacDonald-Hall (in
1957 arsd reng-victoty ace Sub Lt Graharm Hoog lsunched
aff thasir cartesr and sntgrcopted Ju B85 mbound to the teat
Aftacking fogauther, they st the first - probetly L1 +0V ol
LG —on fire aeid fodlowed it down uitil i croshod into tha
a4, 1= destructon meking MacDoneid-Hell an sce. Later in
tha patl the pair atmacksd 3 second Jisnkars bormdar and
wera dufy cradited with its destnsction. githaigh this girerafn
may hawve afso besn sttacked by other Fulmars. MacDaonald-
Hall later cormmanded the hrst Seafire squadoon (807 MAS),
anct e e first Gl weth thal typs when he damageit s
Ju B8 gn 23 Opobol 1942

12

Sea Hurricane 1B W9220 of 880 NAS, flown by Sub Lt R J
Cork, Arbroath and 5t Merryn, March-July 1941

Alter its sbortive re-aquipment with-Marietsin Fehnsary

1947, B NAS tuly tecenved both Hurmcanes and Ses
Hurmianes Amongad Bam weas this ascistt which was
o of the Tt Ses Hytheares (edvod (o the Hoval Navy,
Battle of Britain ace [Koke Cork firss fewe b on £ aonl, and
ha continued 1o o0 so reguacy durmg B MAS s work up
traning through the sping 2nd sumirer, In eary by T was
g miount for 3 sustaimad parioo of airto-air firing fraining.
although WI22Z0 was not amofig those aireraft ambaresd
wit?y A" Flight i HVS Furows lor the Kirkenes raid that
S modhh

13

Martiat Ui AME963 of 8028 Fit, flown by Sub Lt J W Sieigh,
HMS Victorious, north Nonaay. Seplember 1947
Although they had sean some schion frond share Basss soon
altef then el in the UK nlate 1840, the Royal Nawy's

M e hightars had fo wailt untll Septamber 18417 fo engage
e aneny wihen Thyang g acotien deck. The ot
imvaived ware e B0E NAS machines detached to the fleet
carmer HME Victonows s BIRZE FIT for operabons ol | Nonsoy
Om the sttermoon of 13 Baptemner, both Martists wers
faunched toinfamept an apgroacking mtnedes, with Sl 11
Jdirmmy Stmigh fhyng this aircraft in the lead, They spotied the
witruding He 111, which Siesgh successtully engagad frim
close rnge bafurs watchmg the bombar plursge inta the sea
Oy this iy bock 1o he-ship be spotted another Hesnkel that
he atfackesd and damsged, Sleigh’s victoty wis the Tirst of
mamy that tha type wold make wehen Hying frarm Bobsh and
Amiencan camiers i Workd War 2

14
Hurricane | 74532 of 306 NAS/RN Fighter Squadron,
Hown by Sub Lt M F Fell, LG123 Maddelena, Libya,

1 December 1941

In fate 1684 Sul Lt Mike Fall, who wes to make a otal of

Fivg claims and later become nn-admiial, was pan of the

RN Fighter Squadnom fiving RAF Hurrcanes: on shippisg
orotection duties In tha western degert On 1 Decamibng
18417, sight Hurmcanes of 806 NAS engsged a ‘ormanan of
Ju B8s and thair fighter ssoors, and the Royal Mawvy pllnts
caemiod o borriter ond three higiters destroved. Fall was
fhying this Erersft duting the engagement, aithough he did not
el on This atceson. Hilest Hew 245832 which bore the
naMme Kl on 21 Septembier, ond hers sortoed i it regularky
until the end of the year. The aifgraft was shil down noal
Martuba on 15 danuangd 7547

15

Sea Hurricane |B AF355 of B80 MAS. flown by Lt R J Cork,
HMS Indomitable, Disgo Suarez, Madagasear, 6 May 1942
During the landings at Deege Suares moaarly May 19842, the
fricw [l af Seo Hurssane soupped 880 NAY wiss Lt Dickie
Coik: Altbniagh this was hés el shroinl which b first
fizw In Ootober 1047, Tork wees in apother Ses Huvncdne
wihen ne led 8 successiul stefe of the Vichy air haas gl
Arrachart on § May, whan ha destroyed ssweral ircraft on the
powal The tollowing day, bowener, hie was &t the controls of
AFEEG whan he od another strate onsgun battery during the

b wp s pops. Cork Hew the aroratt tor the Bst ome:

on TH June, after winch the Ses Hurrganh wvos bahstosad 1o
A0H) MAS
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16

Martlet || AMSEE of 806 NAS, flown by Sub Lt J &
Cotching, HMS Indomitable; Malta convoy, 12 August
1942

Although not an ace, with 2 sotal of nwo and swo shared
vistores, Suby L4 John Codchirg wiak the Roval Maw's mgil
sutossslul Martlo] miol Bn the nodiing of 12 Sughesl 1942
duning - orucssd Padesiy comeoy, ho was Tying thes aiccralt
wihien he afacked & fTormation of 578 imado-bomberns and
==t o on e Befoes eran out OF amomunition — it was later
confirmed &s His firs: victory, Later that sama day, Cotching
anaEn lBunched in AMSEE and sngaged the sscarts for &
Stuka attack, |n the sobseguent doglight. b= shot dewn
Sototenents Crimi's He 2001, Cotching tar thew Martials
during Opeiation Tovoh aad ol Moredy, whera bo-made His
il chiarens A wehiere: b was kilbed moocban on 8 Moy 7944

17

Sea Hurricane 1B 24550 of 800 NAS, flown by Lt Cdr J M
Bruen, HMS indomitable, Matta convoy, 12 August 1942
'Bat’ Brusrmassumed cormrmend of 800 MAS aboind HWS
Indornitabis in-the fndian Ooesen o March 1842 —ha then had
frar vt o b creatits I parrhy- Baigrust, thi ship forred part
of thie escot ] 1o the vt Pecesta corivoy 10 the beheagmeesl
i=tand of Maha, Farly on 13 Sugist av aitacks cesaingsd, andl
Bruen's 'Red’ section hita Ju B8 fornation and the GO shot one
of the bombers down; Two hours latar, again In this ainorstt, ha
led hi= seation agemst &n tElien omedo-bombst atack, shaving
in the destruction of an 384, Bruen then went alter an 5,79
Ihsng'at e ievel, hisine ciessg 1o pharge info theSoa.

B Broen’s woiones dunng the day thus made furp an ace

18

Martier IV FN112 of 888 NAS, flown by Lt D M Jeram,
HMS Farmidable, Operation Torch, 6 November 1943

L7 Denis Jersm i belisved to havs besn fiying this Matat
on 8 combat sir patrol troem Formmiozble on & Novemiber 1942
— just prioe to the Afied landings in North Afnca - wier be
was orfetad o intercept a Vichy French aircrait! He caught
wehist he thoulght was 8 Pater Po 83 40 wis aclually o Bloch
MIE 1740l GR 1752 ona reconnasssancs Hlight alf Caps
Kneman inAlgena, 8 10,000 i, and in 7 bisl engasement
=eOt i doswn 1 Heim b T vicsry. Ll ofhier Rayal Meesy
aircrafT imahied in Tanch FM11%F nad had s raundels ovar
palnted with LIS sars) On O Novembar Jeram used another
Meartlet to share in the dastruction of a-Ju B8 — has hinal claim
A e mifutes sadien FA1TZ fown by Sub Lt P D'Street,
hod shared in the destiucton ol a He 111,

19

Sen Hurricane 1B JS356 of 500 NAS, flown by Lt Cdr J M
Bruen, HMS Biter, Operation Torch, 8 November 1943

L# Car "8Il Bruen's B0 NAS also had the mimndeis on its
Seez Humearas avemainted with US stars on the eva of
Faroh B0 8= o glve te smpgresson. ot an Smarcen-chly
opefation. Broon launched balore dawi, dading oot of tha
o] lor ARstores song (o deye-bont La Semg arlahd, in
Oiran, Approsching the legot, the Royil Mavy biglanes were
Artecion iy Vicky T3 520 faghipie and B gl his Spa
Hurmicangs to this resnue, Sesing & Dewniting an the &l of an
Albacore, he came in high from asterm 1ha French fightar and

putan eccurate straanm of fire info the-Ei BINTs engne which
burai jrin Hlamas. The pilot immsdiately bslst out, giving "Bl
Bruen his esghth, and I55t, victory.

‘Corsair I| JT262 of tha 15th Naval Fighter Wing, flown by

Lt Gebr A J Cork, HMS Mustriows. Indian Ocean, March-
April 1944

The Wing Leader of the Corsairequippead 15th Navsl Flghiar
Wing shnard HME litksrous was ane of the Roval Maw's
oreat fighter |eadsss, and eatliest aces, Lt Cdr Dickis Cark.
The wing compneed 1830 and 1832 MASs, snd the ship
tormied pert of the Esstern Fiaat thit was bullding in Ceylon
Lotk was aliocated JT269 a5 tus parsonal aircralt, which he
adiornad bl hei mbolks - 8 rerd TealufB-on Roya] Moy
sercralt O keespoang with RAF practiceinthestre, the red of me
towincieE s was als deleted. Cork ook ever theakanaft when
it wiss firsf dalivared, and oy Hew athers whan it was being
=Enviced. Hewas, noweesr, flying JT34Y whan, on 14 Apnl
104, ha was killed n 3 landing soodent st Chine Bay

21

Halleat | JV132 of 800 NAS, flown by Lt 8 Ritchin,

HMS Emperor, central Norway, B May 1944

Rilythe- Ritehie nained fowr victores whilst fiyang Sea
Hurmicamas with B00 MAS in 1842, 2nd he was a1#l s8riing
with e umit in mid-1844. The sguadron nisd by then
Te-aalippad with the supsrb Hellcst, but the type had little
opportunity 1o test its mattie agamst Luttwette fighters

Cine of the lew tmes Mal the Grumman |ightes enconiengd
Garman arcralt carme on B May 1944, when Ritche was
Hlrg this alreraht on o swedl off Noreay. Hig unit was
attackod by B V05 and Fee Y80 from 3G &, ard in tha brief
oombst which &nsued, one of tha Fw 18905 fef tn RRchis's
ouns, wheoh ook him 1o acedom: S days [gier ne was agen
in A3 wnen Enbsrors Hellcers attack=d 3 formistion nf
He 115 Hoatplanes, and the Scot shot ora down afd shared
m the destructmon of amother with fellow ace Lt Codr Sian On.
Thisse ware Fitehio's Tinal victores

22

Helleat | V125 of 804 NAS, flown by Lt Cdr § G Drr,
HMS Emperar, central Nocway, 14 May 1944

A= mertioned in e notes for the previous prafile, an 148 May
1844, Hellcats from Emparor's 800 and 806 NARs, [Bd by the
L0 ot the latter unit, Lt Cdr Stan O (n thes aeoeaht), were on
an antkshipping stiike whin they sbotted a formation of e
Ha 115 Hoatotares ke ovor the sed ofl Rgevik. O’ ahd Tl
ges LU Rimefie-of 800 NAS combired to shool ang down,
Firtehes fiasving ol eacdy deapalched anothar Hiankel The
survbing fioatplanes dquickhy allghted on the ses, and O then
lait-ihe Halicats down 30 destmy them on the water— hia guly
shared in the desructon of twa mors. Thesa were Or's fing|
air combat suncess, aking his tally to 12 destroyed, of which
=0 wime shared. Thess wers sioo he kst victouus thit Boyal
Mawvy Helicals clatrmad agasrst the Lidtwilio:

23

Maosguito XVl HEZ52 of Mo 125 Sgn, flown by Sub LIMH
J Petrie, Hurn, 22 June 1944

Im 184344 3 number ot Royal Neyy fighter crews wers




secondad fo AR Mosquitn neghitlighter sguedrons toogan
axperienoein tha mie prior 0 e Fleet Ao conducting
ricrturnal missiens from s crmaers Sevoial of bwse drewes
gairzd & nummibar of sucoesses duning s Time; ncluding
MNaw Lesiandar Sub Lt Malenkm Pesrig anrd hes chaarver L1 F &
Moy Thiy served with No 128 (Newfaundlard: Tan, beseid
anthe =outh coast o defonce of the huge D-Day flest peior
o the invasion of Franco: Afocated HE2E2, the pair flew this
Meesguito for the first time on 29 March 1944 and parformed
& gefensive patod with it oued the Chishrg| oo 5 Junae
Seventesn days later, aff the coant of Fecamg, norh ol Le
Havre, Petrie and Noves cowned two Ju Bis stiompling 1=
aftach gtshore shioping. Thess were Patria’s anly (Hirmes

24

Corsair Il JTI6T of 1834 NAS, flown by Lt Cdr P N
Charlton, HMS Victorious, Indian Ocsan, August-
September 1944

Burng aperafons oved Nonsdy, the Medtoranean and the
oesart, Noel Charton had gained g vigiones, andin
Decamniaes 1343 he was given-comrrand of Sorsalouuipped
1834 MAS. Subsequently leading the bait in the Tipule Stnkgs,
Chatluoir and 1824 MAS than sailesd with Wastonaus nto the
| Cloean anyd gartiopated in the Sabeng raid. To cncide
with the American lardings at Pelebu in Septamber 1944
Victonaws ared Incooniistie Sallied for another dvarsionany
attack on Sumatm. On e 181, ot the coenals of JT361
Chariton & his sguadion &n & stk on the rallwaiy copbis yard
at Sigll Uipion his retun to the cartine, Charion discogsred
that hiz drop lank woldld not relsase, anol when tha aircrall
caght the ameston wire on deck it beoks sway and Durst o
Hprmes — ety b wasminured. The sircmft was dily
repadifal, bt wis oventually witten off on 1 Januany 15456

I B mEawy Bnding by L1 Poter Carmichasl, who would later
shopt down & MG 15 over Komea whits! Heng a Sea Fury

25

Corsair Il JT42T of the 47th Naval Fighter Wing, flown by
Maj R C Hay, HMS Victoriows, Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, 17-19 October 1944

At Hoy Degsn living operations on Skuas in 1940, and by
the summer of 1945 wag serving as the ail coardimator and
leadar of the 401 NFW, Allocatdd JI4Z7 in Septembear a5 his
persanal aireraft, Hay srlomed it with his siitests in placs of
the unit codea. He fiew i duting the suikoes on Cas Nicobar

in Derober; and also when he acted as the ar cootdinatos for
thes devasteting stEcks on the Jenensse-bsld gl relindtes in
Surrattan Janoary 1945, During one of the st missisns
o fhae 24th, he destroyed a K43 and 3 Ki-dd cvar
Timdpoepadin: Five doys iotar, Hay sharad in the destrction
af andthed ' Oscg” and ' Tojo” o wade his score 1o 13: Althoagh
e -maw further service dunng Dkinswa opecations, he made
na additinnst claims The anly Foya) Manne acs, Hay was one
of the few Mhad pilete 1o five downed ascrall om all tha
rrisin rotagonsts — Gemany, Haly, Viehy Franoe and Jaoan

26

Corsair Il JTI83 of 1834 NAS, flown by Sub Lt L D Durna,
HMS Victoriowrs, Andaman and Nicobar lslands,

19 Oetober 1942

Caraaen | esle Oumo ong ol the Roysl Mavy's feast knows

aces whi parncinates i Chpetatos Mifet whioh was a
divsrsiamany mtrice o Car Nesibar in mid Cotober 1944 At
around 0840 hrs on the 1H0h, the Tinel wies ool by b
Jupansse and one Hour later it was sitanked by 8 doeeih
Foad3s af the 1st Aeserve Flying Unm, In a fiercs 20-minute
ligihel, 1 anery wias dven of £ bt 3 the cost of hwo
Corsairs and o Mollcal. Howaves, yving this airersft in fis fisst
achon, | el Durse shiet dawn one of the K-13s and shared
n The dectruching of bt imore welh Sub Lt Giave He Ly
Fimva also Tiown TTIES oy 1 fesd of they’ Surrsstran of strikes
and danuary 1945 when ha shrred in the dosouckci ol a
Fr-21 ardd& K- - these kifls gave fimace 1aius

27

Helicat il FIN433 of 1844 NAS, flown by Lt K & Melennan,
HMS Indomitable, Sumatra, January 1945

s Fenlahisr Koith Milohran joined Helloat-sguippad 1844
MWAS sier canrleting his fyirg Erainibg, ond duly took paet

i operations b the Indisn Oesan in 1944, He mode hes first
olsim gunng the Reyal Mawy's ppening stoke-on Palembang
e A Jamssry 1845 On the finsl strike, on the Z8th, MeLennan
wan an deck slert in FRAZNREK when sevan kit Sally' aed
K48 "Lity” bambers of the " Shichizs Mitsie” Epecial Atiech
Coms attempted to make low-leval suitide sttacks.an the
fleat. Hastily burchied, e dostrowed two K215 and shared

& 1hird wath 2 Sesfiln, o5 a0 sevon Bombess wete downed
Mclannan was hartioned in Degpatces, and these victardes
tooi: s total 1o 39 destroyed. thus rdabieg ham the mest
zmpessiul Aoyal New Fealand My uiln) ol Wiarhy Wi 2

28

Corsair # JT410 of 1836 NAS, flown by Sub Lt D J
Sheppard, HMS Victorious, Sumatra, January 1345
Canadian Don Sheppand bogan Hyirg Corsaiis atter training,
eveniualy pining TEIE NAS, with whom he took part m

tha Tirpetr gttack=s On the fiead sioke on the Surmotran ol
refineries, e was fiying thiz aisceaft a3 parl oF the choss
escoft, and he managed o shaot down been Kidds Dunng
tha next atlack on Palembang, on the 2dth, Shappasd was
o Iyt J 1470 &= part of the escort whan he attacked
and it o K24 which wos inrally credited as g probabie bt
15 thiasint (o haie e bean confirmed, Sheappard sgain fiew
thes: Coraar dunng the st sinko on the od retinanes five days
Iatar when, nssr the bagel e eaohed soedorh by-sharing
m-the dastruction of e mare K24 wath Mo| Ronna Hay
JTHR10 had aisn besn usad Dy Ancaber pEoT Lo Shaot Eow

& KHE over Car Micobar the pravioes Derober

29

Seafiro 11l PRZ56 of 894 NAS, filown by Sub LER H
Reynalds, HMS indefatigable, Okinawa, 1 April 1345
Whian he-failed with this Floel i support the U landings on
Olkinawa, Richard Reynolds alicody hod beo sharod victories
1o his cradit. Beeaime of their limited rangs, the Sealies ware
wsad for fiest detence anly, and sary on 1 Apfll 1845, &h
inbound ksrnidkEre reid was intarcepted by the Geafire TAP
Oine Zevy dnsd-towskids ridefatigatle, with Bayrolds on its
Eail, aod v sple of e evason, apd proximity o the barrags,
the: Seafira pilot contmusd attacking. Indeed, s only broke
Ay [t prot (0 the Japanesss hghitge hittsng the ship
Rexnninis was green @ Ralf share e e Zoro. Tenty minutas

S3010N3ddY
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|t e atteoked 3 second Tern, snd wWith twa short hirsts
skt dowr. He then chased anather, using up his remasning
armmuniten to send his third victim down. |50 doing
Hazyniohds becarmo tha foyol Movy's only Seshiie ace. PRIEG
was guickly decordted with its pilot's soone, as shown heee,
and the fghiér suneed the s

3o

Helicat i JX886 of 1839 NAS, fiown by Sub Lt E T Wilson,
HMS Indomitable, Okinawa, B April 1945

Although on-stength with 1838 MAS on O Apnil 1945, JXE86
wars lown by svictisy ace Sub |t Edwesd Wilson of 1544
MAS on e datis Teskod with aitockng ajrfmidson ths
Sakishime Gunlo schipelagd Lo provant Japareso a
mvament from Formaosa 1o Okinmss, Wilsen wias ading 2
seaten which inchided fimure aoe Sub Lt Bl Aenson. Aol
100 milas =auth of Manas Ehom, they downed 8 DAY "oy’
to give Wilzon his final victory. He was none of a numbar of
South Atrican Mavel Force gilots to Hy with the Royal Nawy,
altmugh-only he “made ace”. Six diey Eter, X000 was usad
b anothor pilot to down o Ke43 olf Formosa:

n

Firefly | DV119 of 1770 NAS, flown by Sub Lt J P Stott,
HMS indefatigable, Okinawa, 12 April 1945

As the axcaient Firsfly was manty ised as a stnke aneraft, s
opportunities for & combat were limited. Mewertheless, ther
BEF pilets did mske a-number of claimas, For example, doring
cperstEons off Formosa on 12 8okl V845, a pair of Fireibas
Looe oF (herm b BV 19, Bowr by Sob Lt Phil Sted and his
lssarves LT B Ward) ware escarting o LS Mavy Maneer (hng:
DAt on &N BiF-Eea rescue migsion when ey spotted fne
KB "Sanda’ light bombers. The fighters irmnmediately broke
away and aitacked, and each of the Firefly pilais shob drwn
v bornbers apeoe: Stott, who Had caimed thres shared
wictopies during the sttacks on Sumatra the previous Jandan
thwus bocame the Mavy's first, and only, Firetly ace.

32

Hellcat [| JXB14 of 1844 NAS, flown by Sub Lt WM C
Foster. HMS indiommitable. Okinawa, 12 April 1945

Hawing sharad in the destrugtion of &n "Oacsr” dunng The
sttacks on Palembang in Januany 1945, Bi| Foster had funtes
opporturities 1o add to his @by duning ihe BPFs operatinna
oved the Sakeshima Gunte m April: Soon after dawn: on

12 Apnl, whan fhyng ths alrcratt during operations o
Forrndss, Foater was bnched Srom Indontatde dgamnst
Japeness abcrafl Ha ikl oncountared K661, whidh e
zhot cawn, andd Then Tollowed Ths up shorthy: aliersards sith
3 ki-43, Batore the and of the Okenswa dpesaitn, Fobter had
made twao turther claims to become one of the Roval Mawy's
tewv Hellost aces . His aitcraft was not 5o forunata, howee!,
as 1 e into the tleet tak bansgs on 13 Apel whilst baing
llowen by Camadian pilot Lt Thurston. The lstierwas chasing &
Japanese aicafiat s me

a3

Corsair Il JT537 of 1836 NAS, flown by Sub L1 D J
Sheppard. HMS Vicforious, Okinawa, & May 1945
Hawirg becoma an-ace ouer Stmmatra, Subk Lt Don Sheppaed
wias still with the British Faofio Fleet when it began

operatneS suppoding the rwvasion of Ckimews, Altholigh

the fighter sqiiadrong masnly fisw arouno attack missong
they slso claimed a algrificant numiber of sioosssas dunng
karmikaze attecks on the Heet. Shappard used JTE37 o
destroyg e DAY *Judy' torpedo-bomber during one such sttack
e 4 May, the fire hom his s 0.50-in guns causing it to break
i and Crah inlo the soalor hes Imalvecton. By thes skags
Pyl Havy arcrafl waons LS styie barred rmarkings and camed
IrE=nity numibeirs and ship fn oodes, rthee (hain wunit codes

34

mumzﬂmmmwumnm
Crosley, HMS Implacable, Japan, August 1945

Hawing become: an sce cver Hormandy, Mike Crosisy was
uevien command of BE0 NAS shortly afterwards. He then
arnbariet with the wnil m HWS implbcalie which in twm
Jeried thie BPF fodlossmg thi Chcrivie crpesiticn, Ornce n

thee Pacifin, fofaacstle s Seafires were fined with disusod
P40 depp 1anks 1o 2xtend their range, and NNEZ T becams
Cresley’s ragular aireraft) Althalgh he fiew 18 o6 e ol
'Rammmods’ ;er the Japanase homea islends durng July sno
Aupust P95, Croslay used PR2EY to make his final claims
when he desiroyed a 'Pete’ Hloatplane and demagsd 3 'Naws'
gty st on tha grovrd in late July. A= well a& standard BPF
rearkingn; NNG2 1 wan docoolod with a bilde spinmme and @
bliie: rudchir withea wertical white i

35

Corsair IV KD658 of 1841 MAS, flown by Lt B H Gray,
HMS Formidable, Japan, 8 August 1945

Thie Cossair was 1o play & key role in the atzacks lsunched

Ly the BFF agairst the Japaness homs 2isnds n July and
August 1945, One ol the units mvolved Inthase stnkss was
1847 NAS, whose- senmor (ol was Ciermobe L Harmemy”
Giray. Aarfrdls anc shippenn proded 1o b lnvousite tangits for
thie rrarauding Cossair pilats g an 28 July Tiey b n low
lewed sirike sgainst the naval base a1 Maisuni, norh sl Kyots -
he was pwarded & DEC for 5 sttons dunng this mission
Gfey's usuadarcratt st this time was KDSED, but on D Augusr,
wehen b fed yet another 'Rermod’, hie was at the cantrabs

of thil-pircralr, KDGEE, Whikst overlhying Onagawa Wan Bay,
Grony spotted bl degsiioye:ss and ascoris.and he led the
attaok in the face ol & very Bedvy lire and shnk thi oot
Amasuka He was shot dasen bn e prooess, hovoui, ond
for hig gadleniny, Cray wWas posthumaissy s e VT
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Seafire Il NN30D of 807 MAS/4th NFW, flown by Lt Cdr
G C Baldwin, HMS Humter, Singapore, September 19345
Scafites o the 4th NV, under its leader Lt Cdr Gecros
Baliwan, condisctold ageratons along the Burmess coast
harryiif) the rotresting sapanese. Duting o rere cantaot with
enermy aircraft, on 16 May e Beafies Irom 307 NAS
[rliimiing MKNS00) damaned & pal of K-dis Althawgh oh the
strangth of Ris old unit, NN300 bacame Baldwin's personsl
mount, and a5 such [ was stripped of = camauflsge and
hed black ideptity rmarkings and codes appled. it was used
L b wwhieh) Ui catner returnied o Singapee 1o re-oooupy
thi isfarsd. Waichwins fad llown Skuas and Hocs over Noraay
o Yatiand claimod the Sealiie’s [ist osinrmed wotony

in 1Y
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