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William Jesse has been involved in aviation since the late
1960s, his love of aircraft, especially oldér ones, and his
interest in photography, having led him to publish many
aviation articles over the years. He considers himself
very fortunate to have flown in more than 100 different
types of aircraft, with the T-6 Texan undoubtedly being
his favourite. William currently lives in Montreal, not far
from the noise of the aircraft at Dorval Airport.



Introduction

Undoubtedly the most famous trainer of World War
2, the North American Aviation Company’s T-6
Texan was developed to meet the requirements of a
United States Army Air Corps Basic Trainer
competition held in 1935. North American called
their design the NA-16, although it would become
known throughout its lifetime by many other names
and model numbers. It became the world’s most
popular and versatile single-engined training
aircraft, more than 21,000 aeroplanes being built by

North American, and under licence in four countries.

The Army Air Corps was not alone in choosing the
Texan as its new trainer, the US Navy soon realizing
its potential and adapting the design to its needs,
calling their version the SNJ. Canadian and British
forces also obtained the aircraft, naming their
version the Harvard, with a large number of these
being built under licence in Canada.

The NA-16, and its variants, served with many of
the world’s air forces, and was responsible for the
training of hundreds of thousands of American and
Allied airmen. It was a veteran of three wars, and on
some occasions, armed with rockets and machine
guns, saw service as a light combat aircraft.

After World War 2, large numbers of Texans were
either sold to foreign armed forces or disposed of on
the civilian market. Initially too expensive to
operate privately as sport planes, T-6s were used as
skywriters, crop dusters, mail carriers and air racers
throughout the 1950s and 60s. A spate of epic war
films in the late 1960s and early 70s also saw the
T-6 become a Hollywood film star, the humble
trainer performing admirably as an A6M Zero in
Tora, Tora, Toraand Baa, Baa, Blacksheep.

Today, more than 50 years after the design came
off the drawing boards at North American Aviation,
these aircraft are still highly visible. Some are used
by the South African Air Force, many are still flown
in air races, but most are seen in the warbird
movement. The staple performer at many an
airshow, the venerable T-6/Harvard is a firm
favourite with aviation enthusiasts the world over,
its relative simplicity ensuring that more and more
‘Pilot Makers’ appear on the civil registers every
year.

Right The Harvards in use with the Royal Canadian
Navy (RCN) did not see the same amount of service as
their brothers in the Air Force. After the war the RCN
used the aircraft primarily to train Seafire pilots. They
were not carrier-based, nor did they have tail-hooks as
did some models of the SNJ. However, some of the west
coast-based aircraft did wear rudder stripes
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The Harvard II was basically an ‘anglicized” AT-6C. its heavily framed canopy
contrasting markedly with the later Mk 1V. This particular Harvard 11B wears
the appropriate wartime scheme of overall gloss yellow. with period roundels
and fin flash
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TI-IE LEGENDARY TRAINER OF WORLD WAR 2, THE T-6
S NOW THE WORLD'S MIOST POPULOUS WARBIRD
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