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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

Imost anyone with an interest in aviation would think that they

knew the “bread-brush’ story of Bomber Command, and of

main aircraf; types. Driven by the relendless en

obsessive Arthur ‘Bomber' Harris, the Command co
area bambing of German cities by night, with the primary aims of
destroying industrial centres and sapping the morale of the civilian
population and industrial workforce. The USAAF,
surgically avacked precision targets by day

Within Bomber Command, the useless Avro Man

by contrast

was trans-
formed by powerplant change into the Lancaster, which
late, but which was thereafter the

mast effective bomber,

rrying
heavier loads, mare bomb types and
enjoying superior performance and
better crew survivability than it

poor relations,  Handley Page's
Halifwe was very much second bes -
a greac impravement over the Short
Stirling and Vickers Welli
bue no masch for the Lancaster.

Thar, at least

gon,

the conventional
wisdom.

The Halifax served only with
Bomber Command’s ‘junior
Bomber Groups. No 4 in Yorkshire,
and larer the Canadian-manncd No
6 Group land larerstill albeit bricfly
and in tiny numbers, with the
Pachfinders). The other groups
(based in East Anglia) enjoyed
higher profile, and in 1939 had been
cquipped modem

aircraft Blenheims,

with
Bareles,
Wellingsons and Hampdens, rather
than No 4 Group's ageing Whitleys.
And duting the early years of the
war, the new Sticlings and Manches

mare

ters went o Nos 3 and 5 Groups,
whilst No 4 Group had ta wait for
the Halifax, But even the group’s
brief period aperating the Com-
mand’s most modern bomber was
destined to be a short one, with the
ap-frogging

the more glamorous Lancaster.

orher aroups saor

Early flying kit reveals the age of
this photograph, which features the
crow of an early in-service B | or B II.
Shown here are the flight engineer
(standingl, tha pilat (in oxygen
mask] and the wireless operator.
The navigator sat at his chart table
in frant of the wireless operator, and
thrae or four gunners were also
carried {via Aeroplane)




Another view of the Halifax cockpit,
showing the pilat's main panel and
the massive throttla quadrant, with
its pawer and piteh levers. The
hucket-like shape of the pilot's seat
was intended to allow the pilot t
‘wear a seat-type parachute

(via Aeroplane]

fer

ity arrached to the new Avro aircraft, that it was
Mirvor bomber’ by Halifax
wer design’s ‘headline-

Such was the publ
sometimes derisively referred 10 as the ‘Daily

aircrew, who were understandably irked by o
hogging .

As was 50 often the case, Bomber Command’s commander was blunt,
highly critical and controversial when it came o the Halifax

"1 will stae carcgorically that one Lancaster is 1o be preferred o four

Halifaes., Halifexes ate an embarrassment now, and will be useless for the
. if ot befure. The Halifix suffers aboue
s fora given homb tonnage when compared to the

bomber offensive in six mondh:

four dmes the casuall
Lancaster,

Low ceiling and short rnge make it an embarsassment when
planning attacks with Lancastess.

Air Vice Marshal Don Bennerr, a former Halifax pilot and the AOC of
No 8 Group, was onl lly less seathing, saying that the aircrafr
ess did 2 sound job of

¢ margi

was “not as good us the Lancaster, but neverthe

work’,

Ir is a face thac the Halifix could noc carry the bombload of the
Lancaster, nor could it range quite so far. The Halifix also had a
ow enough for the aircraft
o receive the mauling meted out to sircraft like the Stirling from hastile
flak. The Hall

ficwas very much hereer than its eritics gave it credit for. Even the

marginally lovwer cailing, although it was neve

e very largest weapons, bue

the airer

carly Merlin-engined veisions were not markedly inferior than the
Lancaster, and were an enormous improvement over the Stirling ar
Wellingeor, while the later Heraules-engined Halifixes were superior in
some respects to the famed Avra bomber,

Taken overall, the Halifax suffered a loss rare of onc in every 21.05

sorties, while the Lancaster loss rare was one per 27.2 sorties, bu cither
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INTROOUCTION

Sitting on a fold-away seat beside
the pilot on take-off and landing, the
Flight engineer had his awn panel
behind the pllot's seat, allowing him
1o control the engines and fine-tune
fuel flow and power {via Asroplane]

figure marked a  remarkable
improvement over the Stirling,

which suffered one loss for every

10.7 sorties. The Lancaster’s lowe
loss rate also partly reflected che air-
craf’s dominance during the later

Imost

stages of the war, flying wh
became ‘milk runs’, and by its
absence during the most difficult
and costly year of the bomber was,
1941. Equally, the Hal
distorted by the very heavy losses
i1 and carly 1942 -

IX rate was

suffered in 19

before the Lancaster was even in
frontline service.
It is perhaps worth emphasising

hat in No 8 Group service, from
August 1942, the Halifux suffered a

loss rate of only while

the
the Stirling 5.4 per cent and the
Wellington 6 per cent. In the type of

7 per cent,

daylight raids which predominated
at the end of the war, the Halifax
also came out ahead, with a loss rate
of 0.56 per cent compared to the

Lancaster’s 0.74 per cent. All available evidence would suggest that ihe

Hercules-engined Halifax enjoyed a lower loss rare than the suppusedly

superior |
‘And whilc over die whole span of the war the average Lancaster crew

ally lasted for aboutsix

statisti

ies more than che average Halifax crew,

ance they were shot down, they were very much less likely to survive.

aircrew shor down survived the
crew and only 11 per

Twenty-nine per cent of Ha

experience, compared to 17 per cent of Stirling

cent of Lancaster aircrew. The Hali
fuselage than the L
which bailing out was less difficult. But human casualties were neve

fax had a larger, more capacious,

\caster, in which movemnent was easier, and from

n

over-riding priority to ‘Bomber’ Hartis, and sircrew alive in enemy
Stalags and Offfags were of licdle use to him. All that cou

twas thatin its typical 21.05 sortie lifetime,

ted to Harris

were hombs on target, The
an ‘average’ Halifax would deliver only 100 tons of bombs, while the
crew delivered 154 tons in their 27.2 sorties.

‘average' Lancast

There was also some thought at the cime that a typical Halifax crew
get due to the fact thar they
ver alticude in rather greater comfort than the

wete mote likely to put their ordnance on

lon

bombed from a slightly
aircrew in the higher-flying, but more cramped, Lancasters. Bur percent-
age p
focused on destroying
The Halifax was also a better multi-role aeroplane, proving more

ints of accurhicy were arguably of litsle interest to Harris, who

ea targers, not in sarurating only the aim point.
B

adaptable to maritime, meteotological reconnaissance, para-dropping,

glider-towing, ECM, Elint and out-of-area operaions. Perversely, this




may even have counred

Halifax in the eyes of ‘Bomber
Hauris, who semained steadfast and
i ‘,,\.u_lm in his apposition o
|mh “ENpINe:

d ‘heavies’ to

“diverti

e

German
’\n[‘\lorc n
his hostiliey to the aircrafi. The
hs of the Halifax were not

Berlin, But ”I“ 5 W

penerally recognised, and indeed
the aireraft’s contribution 1o the
ignor

wear effore was off

As 2 typical example of this
the raid on Ssarbriicken on the
night of 13 January 1945, Bomber Command reparred
of 234 Lancasters

sortied ‘a force

and Mosquitoes’. In fact, on that night the fleet had
consisted of 20 Lancasters, 12 Mosquitoes and a swggering 201
Halifixe caped the arrention of the Bomber
Command officers who wrote the press releasel It has simila
widely forgotten that the Halifax made a bigger contribution to Bomber
Command’s war effore than any ather aircraft, apare from the |
tois i 36,995 sorties) than o
Hampden, M
and Wellingron combined, This should not

1 somehow

which h:

ancaster.
Bacdle.
chell,

drapping more bomhs (224,207
Bl Boswen,
Masquita, Stirling, Venrura

Fortress, Manchester

aeim,

come as any big surprise, for at its peak, the Halifax force comprised
35 squadrons. equipped with 1500 aircraft,

Finally, while the Halifax was almost cerrainly slower and lower-flying

than the Lancaster, with a smaller bombload, more crucially it was more

ive to build, Some believed thac the resources dedicated w
ter devored ro the Lancaster. In shorr,

ave heen

n would

though no-one would e, it was widely
believed that the Lancaster gave 'mose bang for your buck’. And as if ¢

cnaugh for the

have used the phrase at the

were not reason
Avro bamber's pre-eminence, in an
air force in which all decision
d akers'

¢ ex-pilos, the Lancaster was

makers 3 movers and

we
arguably  beter pilocs ».L'lupl:uw

fat ket in s original f

“This led to the general consensus
verdict that the Halifax was “second.
dict has

best’ac e time, and thisv
nanrally been accepred since. But ic
should b remembered tha reputa-
tions can be sec in stane early-on,

and may then he difficulr ra revise
Flalifax
membered a5 being s lesser

Certainly the is widsly

direraft, althaugh closer ex;

tion of all the facts may lead the

The Boulton Paul E type turret was
fitted in the tail pasition of most
Halifaxes. This turret boasted four
0.303-in Browning machine guns, as
shown here in this ground-mounted
training turret {via Aeroplane)

Late-model Halifaxes (soma B Vis
and A IXs) used a Boulton Paul D
type turret, fitted with a pair of
Browning 0.50-in heavy machine
guns. These packed a considerablo
punch, and gave the Halifax a more
worthwhile ‘sting in the tail”

(via Aeroplane]
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INTRODUCTION

Armourers make ready to load 500-
Ih bombs aboard a Halifax. Unlike
the Lancaster, Halifaxes lacked the
ability to carry Bomber Command's
largest weapons [via Aeroplane]

Women workers put the finishing
touches to an anonymaous Halifax
81 Many of these aircraft were
praduced from sub-assemblies by
the London Passenger Transport
Board, which formed the London
ARireraft Transport Group.

(via Phil Jarratt]

impartial observer 1w challonge
history's verdict

And just as the Halifix won o
largely undescrved reputation, in
setraspect it would seem that the
popular view of Bomber Command
i also based largely an misconcep-
o, This papular view is thar
Bomber Command’s night bomb-

ing campaign was little more than
attacking
rgets (German cities) with woefil
inaceuracy, whik the USAAF, by
day, conducted precision bombing

terror-bombing, area

of pinpoint tasgets. This is a gross
over-simplification.

Bamber Command's repuration
would seens 10 be based more on its
performance cacly in the war, before
T Finder Force {PFF), and before the
widespread use of sophistiated navigation and bombing aids like Ger,
Ofbaeand H28. Bombing for ‘moral’ (psychological) effect wasstressed by
the RAF's first commander, Lord Trenchard, who had previously

the escablishmene of the

commanded the Tndependent Force of semi-suategic bombers in World
War 1, and who embraced the concepr of ‘moral’ effeet (he admirred 1o
using the term because he had difficulty spelling the word psychological)
partly because the material elfect of easly bombing mids was so puny!
However, berween the wars, the RAF hecame wedded to the idea thac
the best use of airpower was to crack the morale of the enemy population
hefore he could break the morale of ouss! It was widely assumed thac
Jumbering bombers would best be employed by night, when they would
be less vulnerable to enemy fighters, or to visually directed anti-aircraft
guns. America, by concrast, had plyed no seal part in the bombing
offensive in World War 1, and was able to examine the results of the RFC
and RAF's bombing more
Forward was to attack key industries much more selectively. This in tum
led the USAAC 1o lack at high
altitude performance and defensive

cally. Tt concluded that the best way

firepower a5 the best ways of
ensuring thas bombers reached theis
and ar daylight raids as being
the way to ensure accuracy.

In the carlicst days of World War
2, Bamber Command waslimited 1o

gets,

awacking “milicary argets in an
effore o avoid e
German attacks on cities, and the

n. However,

ineffectivencss of carly British
efforts, led to the Bambing Directive
of St Valentine’s Day 1942, which

srged a switch 10 attacks on German




A No 35 Sqn B llin flight at low leval
over the English countryside during

measura of fame during the years
that Fallowed. The unit also
participated in attacks an the Tigits
in Trondheim Fiord, and in the
historic 1000 Bomber Raid against
Kéiln at the end of May 1942

(via Aeroplane]

cities, with the declared aim of undermining the morale and *breaking the
spirit’ of the enemy civilian populace, and especially irs fcrory workers.
When America finally joined the war, it tenaciously stuck to che
straregy of daylight precision bowbing, The B-17 was dll-suited w
anything dse, national pride and independence were ar srake, and years
of indocirinaton were hard o shake — even as it became dear thac
daylight hombing in gin-clear conditions ever Nevads or Arizona were 2
wery dilferent proposition w accempting the same thing in a European
winter, in skics swarming with cnemy fighters. Thioughout the war,
weather ensured thar only about 50 per cent of bombs diopped by the
Bighth Air Force were deopped visually, and in nan-visual bomhing, the
Americans had an appalling record of inaceuracy. They were simply never
2 good as the RAT ar radar-directed ‘blind bombing’, The USAAF didn’t
do ‘blind bambing’, and never trained its radar aperatars as thoroughly as
did the RAF. As if thar were noe serious enough, individual bembing nuns

sonn gaveway 1o partern hombing, with 1 whole'combac box’ borbing on
the leader’s command, Accuracy suffered as a resulr.

Heavy losses and paor weacher soon forced a switch in USAAF bomb-
ing straregy, although this was never admitted. More and more, arcacks
were directed against targess described as railway marshalling yards - often
2 convenient euphemism for an arez armack against an entire city! By con-
rrast, Bomber Command continued to attack cities, bue the inuoduction
of the PFF, targes marking and H28 increased accuracy until a nominally

NOILINAOMLINI



INTRODUCTION

‘area’ attack against a city would
devastare its incdusurial area and

railway yards, bur would cause less

destruction clsewhere!

In the lareer part of the war, RAF
Bomber Command was actually
rmote successtul ¢ placing its hombs
on targes than was the Eighth Air
Force. When Albert Speer compared
USAAF dayligh: attacks and RAF
night atacks against the oil ind
he concluded thag

he RAF  nighe are
considerably more effective than the
US daylight artacks, since heavier

bombs are used, and an extraordi-

arget
Is reported.’

Thus, although there continued
tw be a considerable difference
berween the British and American
bomber offensives in theory, in
practise not much separated them.

Bur while capable of gr
ision, Bomber Command was seldom given pinpoint

at

i

accuracy and pr
targets, and ceruinly AOC-in-C Bomber Command was never happy
with what he saw as diversionary aperations, opposing pinpoint attacks
againstvarious targets, and even objecting to the diversion of resource

creare the PFF - swhose primary role was only to imprave the ac
ions. S, perhaps the p
bombing debate is of lirtle more than academic interest. Like so many

wracy of

Main Force bomber oper: sion versus teror

legends, the Bomber Command inaccuracy myth thus has some
foundation in truth, bu falls very Far short of welling the true story

Halifax B llls swarm aver the French
coast near Calais during the long
tactical bombing campaign which
preceded D-Day. The Halifax proved
‘enormously pepular with its crews,
although it was dismissed by others
a5 being ‘second best’ to the
Lancaster (via Phil Jarrott)

The ruggedness, reliability and
survivability of the Hercules-
powaered Halifax B IIl was
demonstrated by the fact that no
less than four of these alrcraft
exceeded 100 operational sorties.
Faway THe 13th clocked up a
remarkablé 128 sorties

(via Aeroplane)




ORIGINS OF
THE HALIFAX

ince World War 1, Handley Page L
supplicrs of heavy bombers far the Roy
(the so-called ‘Bloody Pasalyser’) and the huge V/1500 w0 the
Hyderabad, Hinaidi and Heyford. The company
challenged by Vickers with the Vimy and Virginia. The company was
slow to embrace the monoplane configuration, however, and the Hey-
ford twhich entered service in 19 share-lived, replaced
rong Whitwarth Whitleys and Vickers Wellesleys. These mono-
e both considerably faster and longer ranged than the anachro

an the traditional
it Force, from the 00400

s cdlominance was only

3 was relativ

by Acrms

planes w
nistic Heyford, and promi

Althaugh Handley Page won major production orders for its
ived the
h became

d 10 beless vulaerable 1o enemy fighte

Hampden medium bomber, it was Short Brothers which rec

Bomber, whi

contrace (0 develop the fisst wuly modern he
the Stirling. Ac virually the same time, the Air Staff issued a new
dby

specification for an equally advanced medium bomber to be pos

a pair of Rolls-Royce Vulrure engines. This specification resulted in the
Avra Type 679 (larer the Manchester) and the Handley Page HP.56,
which eventually became the Halifax.

I'wa HP.56 protatypes, each w be powered by twin Valure engines,
were ardered on 30 April 1937, At the lase moment, however, it became
clear that Valiure production would be inadequate o mest the needs of
the Avze 679 and the HP.56, and it was decided that the HP.56 would be
redesigned with fiour Merlin engines as the HP.57. The name ‘Halifae' | First prototype HP.57 Hallfax L1244

was agreed, but kept secrer. The biggest change was ro the wing, whose | 18 3een at Bescombe Down in May
1345, powerad by Merlin X engines.

. - The aireraft was never fitted with

masimum allowable width, which had been dictared by the dimensions | aumament, but did gain laading

af the largese hangars chen available ro the RAF edge slats [Author's colisction)

span was increased from 88 fi to 98 i & in — four inches shore of the
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CHAFTER UNE

When the decision was raken to make the Halifax a four-engined
crafr, Handley Dage surangly favourcd wsing radials, considering
powcrplants suchas the Bristol Tauras, the Wrighe Cyclorse and the Pracc
& Whitney Twin Wasp, as well as che in-line Napier Dagger, Handley
e fuel, but

‘e Air Ministry instead chose the less-powerful combination of the HE-

Page also suggesied using Hercules HE-65Ms with 100-0

15M running o 87-acrne as the basis for comparisan with the Merlin,
This shawedl the Merlin Halifax ro have a longer range (but lower speecl),
and the proracypes therfore received four 1145 hp Merlin X ergines.
Handley Pag was no more successful in gaining its choice of defensive
armament than it had been with its choice of engines. The company
wanted to use Frazor-Nash trrers in mid-upper and ‘mid-under’
positions, but was instead forced to use a Boulon Paul il wrrer,
augmented by a nose turret and rwo floor-mounted machine gurs.

The flsse protorype thand-built at Cricklewond] was unarmed, and
completed its first light fac RAF Bicester) on 25 October 1939. Ithad de
ition variable-pitch propellers with mesal blades.

Despite secrecy and tight securicy, the airfield’s perimeter was thronged

Havilland two-po

The second Halifax protatype was
the first fitted with armament, as
shown here. L7245 was briofly usad
by the Halifax Conversion Flight.
before being employed as a ground
instructional airframe. The
distinetive bomb bays in the inner
wings can just be discerned in this
unusual view of the aircraft

(via Phil Jarratt]

Senior Handley Page persannel pose
in front of an early Halifax @ Il
powered by Merlin XX angines
When it enterad service, the H:
was the mast moderm bomber the
RAF had ever sean, although not the.
largest, as t was smaller all-around
than the Shart Stirling

(via Aeroplane)




This early Halitax B Il was
extansively usod for trials. It is

seen here in typical early bombar
configuration, with aerial masts and
bieam gun hatches. It subsequently
became the B |l prototype

(Authar's coltection)

The same aircraft is seen later in
its caresr, with extended inboard
engine nacellzs and a modified,
streamlined nose

lAuthor's callection)

with cars and onlookers, amongst whom was almost cerrainly the

German air attaché!

Tha armed second prototype flew on 17 August 1940, and was firced
with Rotol constant-speed propellers with Schwarz wooden blades,

Consideration was later given to re-engining the production Halifaxwich

Griffon or Sabre engines, and o firting 0.50-in machine gans in the
utrets, but in face the initial production B 1 differed very little from the
prowuypes. The production aircraft had the ssme Merlin X engies, bus
with Rotol constant-specd ai 1 blades, An inirial
batch of 100 was ordered on 7 January 1938, almost two years hefore the
prototype had made its maiden flight.

s with magnesiy

cre
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CHAPTER TWD

'HALIFAX GOES

TO WAR

omber Command

a5, fox much of the war, Brirain's nly way of
casrying the war o the enemy. Powerless to intervene in Poland,

Bricish Army uits were soon ejected from Scandinavia and

E
shows’ |

ance. Apart from commando raids, and fighring in peripleral ‘s
s Morch Africa, the British As

engage the enemy undll D-Day. Bricain’s powerful fleet was h

v then had little appartunity to
Lworked
protecting convys from U-boats, and imposing ablockade on Germany,

bur had lietle more to do against an enemy which was not a maritime

| power. Only by bombing rargers in Germany could Bricain ‘fight back'.

1 1o the war,

But despite chis, Bomber Command made a tenuous s

being initially prohibited from atacking targes acher than German
warships and naval ports with anything more deadly than propagand:

the war singularly ill-cquipped for a real
Iy
ranged aircraft like the Wellington, Hampd
“Whitley, and on the Fairey Bardle and Bristol Blenhcim (ses Osprey Corn-
bat Aircraft 5 — Blewhet il
tactical bambing, None of these aircraft were designed for night and

leaflers! "The Command begar

strategic bombing campaign, n-engined, short-

i primarily on o

and the near-obsolete

Squacdrons of World War 2 Tor fusther deails) for

all-weather flying, boasting few creacare comforts for their

s,

And the first of the Command's ‘'modern heavies’ was little better. The

Stirling was underpowered and under-armed, and proved to be not only
ferociously vulnerable but also incapable of hicdng the enemy hard. [rwas

at

Stirling which prompted one Lufswaffe fighter general ra observe ¢

s four-engi

he swas ‘entirely sarisfied” that Britain was buildir

ed bombers,

for they were justas easy to shooedown as a medium bomber, and cost the
British mose in men and more o build.
Entering service soon afer the Stitling, the rwin-Valture engined

This B Il Series | wears tha 'ZA.
cades of No 10 San, which
canverted to the Halifax in
December 1941 at Leeming, Like
many of the squadran's early
aircraft, it has a low demarcation
between the upper surface
disruptive camouflage and the black
undersides [via Phil Jarratt)




No 76 Sqn, which re-formed at
Linton-on-Ouse in May 1841, was
the RAF's sacond Halifax unit,
fallowing No 35 Sqn, whose G Flight
formed its cadre. This well-known
aircratt was flown by Christopher
Cheshire, brather of Leonard

\via Bruce Aobertson)

Another view of the ‘other’
Cheshire's Halifax. The aircraft hos o
wavy demarcation betwesn its black
undersides and the camoufiaged
tapsides, a comman, if non-
standard, feature at this stage of the
‘war. It was lost on a §2-aircraft raid
on Magdeburg on 15/16 August
1841, being the anly one of the
Haltaxes destroyed on that
operation ta be shot down by &
nightfightor. Cheshire became o
Prisoner of War (via Phl Jarrett)

ne

Manchester  was  undeniably
modern in conceps, but was farally
flawerd by

its powerplants, which

ressing regularicy,
er reached Bomber
Command in November 19410, and

began flying operacions in lue
February 1941,

the trio of new

The third aircraft in
types ta enter
squadson ranks in lare 1940 was the
Halifux, which also suffered some
teething problems — especially with
its hydraulic system and undercar-

riage— butwas soon to demonstrate
that it had far greater potential than
cither dhe Ma in

The first unit within the RAF to receive the Handley Page ‘heavy” was
No 35 Sqn. which was resurrecred ar Bascombe Davwn an Bonfire Night,
1940. The squadron collected its first Halifux on 13 November, and
moved to No 4 nd RAF Leeming, an 20 November. The unic
borrowed the prototype, 17244, senaf
Production for crew conversion and training, and then moved again on
Ouse, wh nather No 4 Group station.

The squadron flew is first aperational mission on the night of 11/12
March, desparching scven aircraft ta bomb Le Havre. At that time Bamber

ter or Si

'

sroup,

the Ministry of

3 December to Linton- ch w

Command was heavily engaged in anti-shipping operations from

Cherbourg to Wilhelmshaven, and the campaign & e il b
July and November 1941 after hesitant beg . Each aircraft carried
12 300-Ib bambs, and planned co acack from 13 mﬁA()nmbs.mLmd
cloud forced another w bomb Dieppe — the secondary target — whilst a
third jetcisoned its bombload. Four aircraft bombed the primary target,
but anc of these was later downed by a y home,
he pilot and Hight er
me the second Halifax unit 1o form, s
funder Wg Cde Bufton), on 1 May 1941, and commenced flying o
tions on 17 June, having by then maved to Middleton St George. Theday
nine No 35 Sqn Halifaxes had been among 80 aireraft sortied to

ineer mana,

VM 0L 5309 XV4ITYH




CHAPTER TWO

heonsh Duisherg (although, in realiry, che force actually artacked Koln}.
No 76 Squ's first operation was also the RAF's first all four

i of the war, with three of the unit's Halifies joining eight from
Mo 35 S and seven Stitlings — the targec was a rubber plant ac Hils, and
Sgt Gadswin's crew claimed a Bf 109 shor down during the course of the
mission. On 20 June the tables were turned, chough, and a BF 110
claimed the first Halifax lost to-enemy action. On 30 June six No 33 Squ

airerafi participated in a daylight armack on Kicl, the mission's prime
purpose being to st the conceprof daylight raids by heavy bambers. One
Falifas was dawned, but tso B 1105 were in o claimed destroyed

Ithaugh
without stopping the campaign against naval targets and ports. A Bomber

July saw a general returm 1o targering German industry,

Command report had concluded that;
he successhul attack of a specific target ot night can anly be made

under clear moonlight, Therefore. far three-quarters of cach month it is

only possible to obtain satisfac

ory resules by heay

concentrared attacks

on large warking class and industrial areas in carefully selected rown:

The Command's initiz] priority target list focused on industial rowns

which were also railway centres, including Duisberg, Diisseldorf, Hamn,
Kitln, Osnabruck, Schwere and Soest, with Bremen, Frankfure,
Hamburg, Hannover, Mannhcim and Sturrgart as secondaries

‘Ihis change in strategy by Bomber Command did nor suddenly mear

et another variation in camouflage
is displayed by this No 35 Sqn
Halifax B Il with a high and fairly
regularly scalloped demarcation
line. Mo 36 Sqn had bean the RAF's
first Halifax unit, initially equipped
with the original 81

Ivia Phil Jarrert)

The sarly Merlin-engined Halifaxes
never locked os graceful as the
Lancaster, and the heavily framed
bomb-aimer’s glazing and bulhious
nose turret looked ‘draggy’, while
the small, triangular, tailfins
similarly never loaked quite right.
But the Halifax Bl and B 1|
performed sterling service, and were
all Bomber Command had in the
way of madem bombers for a vital
year of the war (via Phil Jarrert)




o 35 §qn must have selected this
sircraft for 8 photo sortie because of
its pristine finish, since it looks.
‘nearly new’, apart from some
exhaust staining on the tops of the
wings. Wearing completely standard
camouflage and markings, this
aireraft ypified the bulk of Halifax

B lis delivered to Bomber Command
[wia Phil Jarrate)

The Halilaxes of No 78 Sqn ‘joined
the fight' on the night of 20730 April
1842 during an attack on Ostend.
The squadron traded Whitlays far
Halifaxes at Croft in March 1942,
s00n maving to Middleton St
George (via Phil Jarrett)

that naval cargets were ignored, and the next high profile aid undertaken
by Halifuses was against the pocket battleship Scharmborst in La Rochelle
harbour an 24 July, Fifieen aircraft from Nos 35 and 76 Sqns went in
unescorted, and five were lost to a force of 18 BF 1095, Only one hit was
claimed, although five were acually scored, and five fighters claimed.
Scharnhorst limped back to Brest, having shipped 3000 tonnes of water,

One of No 35 Squ's arliest crews was that of the then Flg OFF Geoffrey
Leanard *Skip' Cheshire, who was later to become arguzbly Bomber
Command’s mos: distinguished pilor. Cheshite, and his crew — Sgrs
Brown, Guuteridge (observer), Hares, Jackson, Roberts and Weldon —
were eredited as being the first RAF bomber crew to attack Berln, in July
1941. In Seprember chat year, Cheshire flew 1700 miles to artack Tarin,
thus setting another Bomber Command record.

Cheshire had uained with Oxford University Air Squadron and then
flew a tour on Whitleys, before joining No 35 Sqn, with whom he won
DFC and successive promotions to flight licutenancand squadron leader,
and with whom he flew on the first 1000 Bomber Raid to Cologne,
Cheshire was one of the rare hreed of aircrew wha

It no fear and no

apprehension, and thiswon him a reputation forice coolness under stress,
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2

He began his third tour of operatinns in August 1942 as the new CO
another Halifax unit, No 76 §

. Cheshire was unique inw

ninga Vic:

toria Cross (VC) whose citation made it clear that the award was for his

cold and caleulared acceprance of risks, and for ‘leading from the frond’

, and not for an individual act of heroism. While

encle

overan ¢ peri
nota'Halifax VC
ational touss on Halifaxes, with one each on Whitleys an

1 the truest sense, Cheshire flew o o

s four aper-

Lancasters.

Recurning to 1941, in August of that year the publication of the Bure

report underlined the inaccuracy and ineffectiveness of the bombing

campaiga. This study, by D M Bure, a member of the Cabinetsecretas

had been commissioned by Prime Minister Winston Church
Sciencific Adviser. “The a

e crow, in average weather, couldn’t find
their way to the target', was how Harris paraphiascd the report’s conclu-
sions, Confidence in the Command was Further undermined when
Churchill compared its efforts to the €

1 forced & move away from selective targeting on ‘vital

arge of the Light Brigade.

Such er

cops', and further emphasised the need to heavily art
decis

Karea targers. The

1 was therefore taken 1o conserve aircraft and crews unil there

were sufficient to inflice r

damage. Halifaxes were not involved in. the

12.4

operation o Berlin an 7/8 November, but the effect of the alarming

per cent loss rate encountered during the sort
Col

was felt throughout the
ymand. Air Chief Marshal Si Richard Peirse was
ame cl

credited, and it

ar that there would soon be m

jor changes.

s Chicf

The capaciousness of the Halifax
fuselags can be seen in this photo
of a No 78 Sgn B Il. From a s
angle, the Lancaster would laok
significantly more ‘skinny’. It wos

this deep fuselage which later
allowed the Halifax to b so
suceessfully adapted as an EW
platform and for Airharne Forces
and SOE work {via 8rice Robertsan)

Halifox B V V3985 was used o test
re-contaured bamb bay doors,
which allowed the Halifax to carry
the big 4000-1b and B000-Ib bombs
The bulgad doors were nat adopted,
and in-service Halifaxes carried the
bigger bombs with their daors “sjar’
(via Dr Alfred Price)




An American-funded “tea van’ brings
tefreshment to the crew of this
RCAF Halifax. Although belonging to
aCanadian squadran, few of the
sircrew waar the distincive

‘Canada’” shoulder flash. Al this early
stage of the war, five of the sight
crew are commissioned, and only
the NCOs are wearing flying boots!
(via Aropiane)

Nose-art was relatively uncommon
in Bomber Command until quite
late in the war, and Mo 405 Sqn's
‘R-Robert” (W7710), nicknamed the
RUHR VALLEY EXPRESS, was o
noteworthy exception. The wartime
caption talls us that “after cach raid,
another truck is added"

Ivis Asroplane)

Docember saw s participating in a number of attacks by

eht on German capital ships 'holed up’ in the pors of Brest

the squadrons were equipped with improved B Ils, most of

mlm.mc:umm-.mp s turret, A third Halifax unic
o 10 Squ, bad by then formed at Lecming, and began

{on 18 December

ning the

explored the
from No 35 Sqn,
from No 10, together with Srirlings, Ma

offensive. Operation Vera
icalicy of
i No 76 ai
and fighter cover. Operation Veracity I7 on 30 Decembe

bombing, and invalved six Halifa

nchesters

invalved only

Halifax bombers {with a Spitfire escort), but these ran into v

1y hea

defences and three aircraft {and two crews) were last.
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Artacks apuinse the Kreigsmrine also continued with an abortive

atempt by nine Halifees 10 mine Thpite bn the Aas Ford — thick clond
prevensed the aircrae (lying from Lossiemouth) from finding their
rarger. Bres
Cha

the baudecruiser Prine Fagen. Halifies we

imporance as @ target ended with the 12 February 1942

nnel Dash’ by the German bawleships Sebarnfrarss, Greisenaie and
involved in the efforts o
hale cheir flight, but poor weather meane that only one of the big bombers

was able 10 drog its stick of bambs, and die German vessels made good
their escape,

Archur ‘Bamber’ Hareis (known 10 his friends as ‘Burch’) reok over as
AOCinC Bomher Command in Febuuary 1942, Harcls was the former
Deputy Chiefof the Air Staff, and had alsa anded No 5 Group. His
rised just 378 aircralt, including 69 *heavies', and his
immediate prioriry was ro expand its strengih and elfectiveness, Under

Command com;

Harris, Bomber Command gained a new priority tasgetlist, including the

ciries of Essen and Berlin. He knew exactly how he wanred *his’ bombers

'ReRobert’ was lost on 2/3 Octaber
1942 during an attack an Flansburg.
Ma 405 Sqn subsequently
transierred to No & Group,
becoming the second Pathfind
Halifax unit [v/a Aerapiane)

The ‘RUHR VALLEY EXPRESS"is.
sean here in flight. No 405 Sqn
made its first attack on 30/31 May
1942, panticipating in the first
historic 1000 Bomber Raid against
Kl [via PATl Jarrett)

to be employed, resisting demands
from the Army and the Navy, and
ttacks
on what he called ‘Panacea targess'.

from those who demanded

Harris was determined o arcack the
morake of the civilian population,
and especially the industrial worl
exs, and wanted toattack Germany's
capacity t actually wage war.

His efforts to oxpand Bember
Command  gracually bore  fruir,

although e did suffer serbacks.
During 1942, for example, he was
forced to stand by and watch the
transfer of three Whitley, two
fellington and  one Hampden

squadson to Coastal Cammand.




In 50 many ways the ‘engine that
won the War’, the Rolls-Royce
Merlin was always 'second-best’

in the Handley Page Halifax, which
only really flourished when refitted
with the radials its designers’ had
always wanted. Here, ‘orks’ work on
ihe engines of a B Il in the apen, as
they 50 often had ta {via Aeroplame)

Battle damage to a No 158 Sqn
Halifax B Ii Series | Special, inflicted
during  raid on Kol on 28 June
1943 [via Dr Alfred Price)

As the aircraft destined 1o overshadow the Halifix forever, the
Lancaster commenced operations on 3 March 1942, From the
by

nning, the bomber showed great promise, and so0n outshone the
original Merlin-powered Halifas. The Lancaster’s excellence should niot

have been unexpected, for after the disastraus record of the Manchester,

the new four-cngined 'heavy” represented asecond chas

e for Avro ta ‘get

it right’, for many of the factors which limited the performance of the
stipulation and
sg ather roles) were

Halifax and Manchester (the 100-f maximum wings
ulfill;

the requirement that the aircraft be capable of
waived when the Lancasrer was designed

Had Handley Page been given the same unressricted freedom as Avio

when it drew up the Halifa, things
might have been very different,
Indeed, even the Halifax B V1, with
only the extended span wings, was
probably a betcer all-rounder than

any Lancaster variant.

March 1942 was a ‘slack month”
for the Halifax force, which

was
bricfly screened from aperations
while ics airerafi were fitted with the
new  Gee (Ground - Electronics
Equipment) navigarion aid. The
aircraft were back in action before
the month was out, however, when

strong bomber rid on Lubeck on
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1 old German city, Lubeck contained 2 high proportion
g and 62 per cent of these were bumed ouc in the
RAF's first *Fire Raid” of the war. The artack wasa profound psychologi-
cal shock to the Nari regime, and directly provoked the so-called
“Bacdeker mids’ (named after the famous German guide books, and

aimed against Briin's most historic, and beautiful, cowns)

On 30 March 34 Halifaxes again set out 1o artack the Tirpite in its
Norwegian refuge. The atcack was again foiled by low clond, and six
aircraft failed to rerurn, Twa mose artacks were made an 27 and 28 April,
with 32 aircraft on the first day (Four of which were lost) and 24 on the
second (two falling). On the 27th, one of the casualtic
\han No 10 Squ's new €O, W Cdr Bennett, who successfully escaped
borber and evaded to neutral Sweden. He was back with his

his seric
unit withit a montls

In April, Bomber Command also finally gained a fourth Halifax
squaron, No 102, which had flown itslast Whitley mission ¢t the end of
January, and shose conversian had been unusually protracted. A reason-
tion of the Singleton report,

ably gaod month was rounded ofFby pub
which assessed that bombing represented good “vahue-for-money’

Heavy losses led to radical measures
to improve performance. The B 1l
Series | {Speciall had the nose turret
{and often the mid-upper) removed
and faired over, as seen in this view
of a No 10 Sqn aireraft, named
“Wings for Victory’ [via Aeroplane)

Operations staff signal the pilot of
this No 102 Sqn B Il Series | (Speciall
to make ready for take-off. His
aircraft is fitted with the streamlined
“Tollerton’ nose, but retains its
mid-upper gun turret. Ne 102
operated from Dalton, Tapelitfe

and Pocklingtan, fiying a succession
of Halifax variants.

{via Bruce Robertsen]




May 1942 was a hisroric manth
for Bomber Gommand, with the
isstie of  new directive on 5 May
calling for aacks on the German
aircraft industry — Augsburg, Leip-
zig, Regensburg, Warnemunde and
Wiener  Neustadr  were  now
wargered. Bur Hares was agalnse
specific wrgeting, and bad had his
prejudices confirmed (ar leasc in his
own mind) by the filure of the
Augsburg maid in mid April. This
had cost seven af che 12 participac
ing Lancasters {and 49 sircrew), and

yer had caused litthe demage to the
Messczschanics Facrory. His answer was 1o overwhelm area targets with
massive force, with the primary aim of causing widesprend desteucion
and mass panic among the populace. Te began planning for a 1000
Bomber Raid — an ambitious aim at 2 dme when mass raids tended ro
mean 160 or 230 aircraft.

On the 30/31 May, Harris launched the first 1000 Bomber Raid
against Koln. Originally planned for 27 May 1942, the raid was post
poned due to poor weather. The force of 1047 hombers included large
numbers of aircraft from Operational Training Unics (OTUs) and even 4
handul from Training Command. and was dominated by ¢lderly twin-
engined types. There were, for instance, no Jess than 602 Wellingrons
involved, together with 28 Whitleys and 45 Hampdens. To these were
added 46 Manchesters, 88 Stilings, 73 Lancaseers and 131 Halifixes
still the mast numerous of the heavies'. This roral incladed aircsai from
two newly-formed Halifax units, No 78 Sqn and the Canadian-manned
Na 405 Sqn, and from Ne 1652 Heavy Conversion Unit.

Some 41 of the attacking aircrafk were lost, Four of them Halifuses, with
48 per cenclosses in the firstwave, 4.1 per cencin the second and only 1.9
percent in che final wave, Some 868 aircraft acoually borbed the wrget,
Clsilian casualties in Kol were remarkably light, with only 411 being
killed. Bt the city had been singularly well-propared for the raid thraugh
the provision of 500 public air

A Halifax roars in over the v
sports graund a1 an unnamed
Yorkshire aeradrome. The official
caption was hoadlined ‘HALIFAXES
LEAVE HERE TO WIPE OUT
GERMAN WAR INDUSTRY". At this
difficult phase of the war, many
fallod to return (via Phil Jarrete)

This No 155 Sqn Halifax was one of
many that failed ta return. Lost on
the 8 November 1342, the aircraft
saved mast of its crew, hawever.

A surprisingly high number of
Halifax airerew survived being shot
down, espacially in comparison with
their counterparts in the ‘Lanc’

(via Phil Jarrets)

raid shelters and 75,000 privace
sheleers for its 75,000 inhabitants.
However, although human casaal-
ties were lighe, destruction was
horific and widespread, and 25 per
cent of the populace fled the city in
the nexe few days.

Eight Halifaxes were last on the
sccond 1000 Bomber Raid on 1/2
June 1942agains: Essen. No 76 Sqn
marked the target on this, and the
third 1000 Bomber Raid against
Bremen on 25/26 June — six
Halifases were lost thar night
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he 1000 Bomber Raids saw same ase of 4000-1b and 8000-1b bombs by
the Halifax, following the first aperational use of the 8000-16 bomb by
No 76 Sqn on 11 April.

By the end of June there was incre ncern about the heavy loss

race suffered by the Halifax (5.3 per cent), which was aceributed to the

aircraft's poorly-shrouded exhausts. These made the aircraft easier for

German nighefighrers (sce Otprey Aircraft of the Aces 19 - German Night-
Sfighter Aces of World War 2for furthes details) toacquire. Laterin the year,

recommendations were made that Halifax pilots should fly between three

and five sorties as ‘Second Dickic’, or zgainst lightly defended targers,

before being committed o theassaulton Germany. There wasa suspicion

fling
characteristics were tricky in some parts af the envelope. This tended to

ose har

that inexperienced pilots were nervous of the Halifu, w

be horne aut by the fact that the lost rate among expericnced Halifax
crews was far lower than for experienced crews of other types

A sixth Halifax unit flew its

operation on 1 September,
No 1 Group squadron, it re-equipped with Lancasters at the end of
October o as to allow all Handley Page bombers 0 be concentrated
within No 4 Group. The sccond Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) unit,
Na 408 Sqn, to equip with the Halifax received B Vs during October, this
new variant being firred with 2 Dowty lever suspension undercarriage

which should have marked a considerable improvement over the original

Messier unit. Unforcunately, the Dowty landing gear used poorly-manu-

factured castings, and w

he rescrictions were soon imposed on the BV,

BV was the delivery of the first

I of

Mare significant than th
B1Series 1 {Special), which had a screamlined fairing fitted in place of the
nose wuret. This gave improved performance and range,
vulnerability of the aircraft. These ‘Specials’ wete heavily commireed ro

nd reduced the

the raids against Iealian targets, which commenced in the final monchs of
1942,

The Halifax B | Series IA introduced
a nose that was both streamlined
and transparent, and which could
even mount a single machine gun in
a low-drag mounting. This was a
welcome development, since the
Series | (Specials) had bocame
wulnerable to frontal attacks. This
aireraft served with No 51 San at
Snaith (via Jerry Scutts)




-

A pair of No 158 Sqn B Il Series [As
in flight. The furthest aircraft
[HR718) was lost on 11/12 June
1843 during a raid on Dussekdorf
{wia Phil Jarrete)

The last B ll Sories IAs added the
retangular tailfins normally
associated with Hereulos-angined
Halifaxes, as seen an this No 78 San
aeroplane {via Bruce Robertson)

There was an optimistic start 10 1943. Bomber Command, under its
new C-in-C, had survived 1942, and had started to make some progress,
bur in 1943 it would stare inflicring real damage on the encmy. The PEE
was raised to Group status on 1 January, and a new Canadian Bomber
Group {No 6) was formed et the same time. Bomber Command was now
ready 1o start a tue strategic ai
diverted by the U-boar crisis, which forced a concentration on avacking
the vistually bomb-proof U-boat pens in the submarines’ French coast

campaign, although it was initially

home-ports

But the dive s refatively short-lived, for on
16 January Bomber Command raided Berlin for the fisst cime since 1941
flares o allow five Halifaves and five

on, while unnecessary, w

Three Lancasters drop;
Lancasters 1o mark the warger for the Main Force bombers which
ers on the

followed. Seventeen Halifaxes accompanied 170 Lanc:
second Berlin raid en 17 January, with three Halifases being among the
22 aircraft lost. At the end of the month, on 30/31 January, H28 made its

fsst operational appearance during the raid on Hamburg. Bur
production of H2$ was slow, and fewer than 18 aircraft in each raid
carried the equipment uncil late inco the s

1 y overook the Halifix as being

er.
February the Lancaster fina

mest important type in Bomber Command's inventory,
The frontine establishment of 1091 aircraft included 642 “heavies', with
295 Lancasters, 228 Halifuxes and 119 Seirlings.

The Ruhr was Germany's most important industrial ara, and with the
introduction of Gee and H2S, it fell within casy reach of Bomber
Command's heavies”. The Batle af the Ruhr Valley began on 5/6 March,

numerically th
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a0

with Mandrel making an sppearance jamming German Freya ear
nd with the bombers IFF sets bei

waming radar,

g wsed to jam

Wiirchierg. The huge Krupp steel works received a thorough ‘pasting’,
suffering ten per cent damage.

On 16/17 April Bomber Command attempted to ateack the Skoda
Works at Pils ly ful, with some 18 Halifaxes and
18 Lancasters [of 327 desparched) falling ra retum. As Bomber
+ Comb

ecise targ

bucwaslargely unsucces

Command continue ned
sraber Offensive {Poinebiant) was proposed, with 76 ¢

prepare the way for the eventual invasion of occupied Europe, Priority

to pound away ar German industry,

targets were submarine conscruction and bases, the Ge

an aircraft

industry, ball-bearings and the oil industry. This target list was later

re-prioritised, with German fighters added to the rop of the list, and with
synthetic rubber production and military Motor Transport added below
oil

Tune 1943 saw the intraduction of Monica, an active il warning
receiver with a range of about four miles. In a densely packed bomber

am, the equipment was subject to a very high ‘false warning’ rare, and

b

the Germans soon developed Fle a device which allowed German

rightfighters to home onto Manica's transmissions. The Summer of
1943 sawa
mandand er arm struggled to gain the upper hand.

The introduction of Gee had allowed Boml
and tighten the ‘homber stream

s Bomber Com-

endulum of ‘measure’ and countermeasure
he German nightfigh

Command ro compress

feeding hundreds ofaifcrafi over their tar-

gevwithina short spacc of time. German defences consisted of a continuous

The arid North African climate,
blowing sand and high
temperatures, all represented
difficult conditions for men and
machines accustomed to mare
temperate climes. The nearest
Halifax in this picture shows only
too clearly the abrasive eflects of
blowing sand and dust as its sits
waiting for its crew. But the Halifax
performed vory well in the desert,
and later in India (via Aeraplane)




This Halifax of Mo 462 Sqn is seen
high over the fertureless wastes of
the Western Desert, en route on a

‘Mail Run’ bembing mission to

beltof GCl radar stations {each with
dars) arranged in a belt of
boxes, two deep, knowi as the
Himemelbesi, Each box could contral
asingle fighrer ar a time, guiding it
onto. individually-tracked targets.
This almost guaranteed a kill,
although the conrralless could thus
casily be swamped if a bomber

three

stream poured through ‘their’ box,
July 1943 saw the launch of Operation Grmarral against Hamburg,
with 791 hombers (including 246 Halifses) artacking on 24/25 July
Only four of the Hallfases were lost thanks to the use of a new radar
o Bomber Command used Window for the firse time

Benghazi. The as lostin a
take-off accident on 29 September
1942, from which the crew
fortunately escaped

tvia Bruce Robertsant

The aftermath of another take-off
accidantin the desert, as No 462
San's K-Kitty' waits to be stripped
far useable spares at El Daba in
Docember 1942 (via Phil Jarrott)

dhuring this raid, dispersing clouds of thin serips of foll <o provide false'
echoes which effectively blinded German carly warning radar. This
rendesed the Hinmmelbest even less effective, and the system was replaced.
German controllers and aitborne and ground-based abservers began

tracking thewhele stream, transmitting a ‘running commensary’ as ta its
progeess, course, airspeed and altinide, Free ranging ‘Wikde Saxighters
then picked their awn targets, sometimes aided by high flying Ju 88s
which dropped fares ta illuminate the hormbers,

This
aransited through the coastal belt, and aver the rarget ieself, bueall che way
enerally
judged to have been a usefi] measure, andallawed dummy or ‘spoof” rids

tic meant that the bombers came under acack not only as they

fram the coast to the targer and back. Despire this, Windaw we

to be flown which often diew nightfighters away from the Main Force,

On the ground, the caids on Hamburg were no less significant.
A second arack on 27428 July caused an intense conflagration
(the famous ‘Firestorn’) which killed an estimated 40,000 peaple,
destroyed chrec-quarters of the cley and caused cwo-thirds of the
population o Aee before the ehird raid on 29430 July.

August saw Bomber Command proving that it could it precision
targers with just as much offect, In Operation Mydva, on 1718 Au
Bomber Command suruck the research station a: Peenemiinde with

averwhelming force, using the Masrer Bamber technique for the first
time. Destruction was enormous, although two Halifazes from No 8
Group failed 0 return, together

with three from No 4 Group and
ten from No 6 Group. The artacks
were carried out from fairly low
Tevel (4000 f1), so there was a rela-
tively poor survival rase among the
cress of ehe aireraft that were lost,
Aireralt losses reached a similarly
alarming level during the 2324
Auguse artack on Berlin, wich six of
34 PEF Halifaxes being shot down,
and overall Halifax losses represent-
ing ten per cent of the sircraft
desparched. The Stitling fared even
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a2

warse, with 13 per cenr of the alzeralt desparched filing

I, 56 of the 727 bambers sortied were lost, representin

- October, H2S was coming en steam, with 153

been delivered with the

Stirlings and 223 L

equipment firred. Normal
H25-equipped Halifaxes, roge
Sirling

dy wiped out 70 of the

rersand 29 of the

bue replacemene H28 aireraft we pouring off the

cs. Bomber Command's Ma

n Fosce was by thon all
26 June
lington having flown its last pure

having disappeared after the 23

e on Bremen, and w

bombing mission an §f9 October. By the dme Bomber Command

Jaunched the Battle of Berlin, the bombing force consisied solely of

Mosquisos (s sanin BomberlFighier-

Bomber Uniss o dand nd 90 per

cent ofthe Luncasters, Halifwses and Stirlings bad H28 equipment fived.

Wellingrons
with training units and with the Elinc squadrans which constinuted the
new Mo 100 Group, which officially formed on 23 November 1943,
No 100 Group was initially equipped with a variery of airc
; 1 Stirlings, although the Halifax would
cventually become the group’s work-horse

il zen

ined on Bomber Command’s boaks, of course,

ralt types

includin

T'heyear ended badly for Bomber Comumand, with the Barrle of Ber

an umaceeptably high loss rate, and raising questions as o the

jadgement. Afrer implacable apposition @ ‘side-show apera-

i high profile raids driven more by

litical cxpedience and

public relarions requirements, Haris appeared w Lave fallen insa o

of undertaling operarions which seme felt amonnted to ‘Gesture War-

fare’. Rather than concentrating on targets in Western pares of Germa

Harris was seduced hy the perccived need o hit the Nazi copital, although

it was 100 far away, was a poor H2$ and was too heavily defended.

Air- and grounderew of Mo 462 Sqn
pase in front of ne of the unit's
ageing Halifax B s during August
1943 (via Phil Jarrotth




Mo 462 Sqn's Halifaxes were
eventually locally-modified to B I
Series | (Special] standards, as seen
here, The aireraft provided the
Desort Air Force with an invaluable
Iong-range striking taal

(via Phil darrett)

A No 462 Sqn Halifax taxies at a
forward base, instantly creating its

mare of the squadron’s aircraft wait
10 fallow it {via Phil Jarrate}

‘The first phase of the Bartle of Berlin took place berween 18 November
and 3 December, but
ineffectiveness of H2§ aver a city which had few really good radar
fe
withdrawn from all operations over Germany,
mberand 3 January 1944, the Battle of Berlin entered
second phase. This was m all-Lancaster show, although 250
0 bombers despatched on 29/30 December.
| the first mass raid by Halifaxes for 4 monch, and the
iled to re-visit Berlin until 20421 January 1944, when the RAF’s
35 losses included no fewer than 22 Halifaxes. The second phase ran from
20 t0 31 January and the fourth from 15 February to 25 March

s distupred by poor weather and by the

tures. The loss rate suffered Stirling was sufficient o see it

Between 16 Dec

its inly

Halifaxes were among the 7

NORTH AFRICAN SIDE-SHOW
While the main rale of the Halifux durir
the Bamber Command offensive against Germany

1942-43 was in contribusing to
he aircraft was also
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active elsewhere and in other roles, most nowbly over the North African
deserc. i

By June 1942, the war in North Africa was going badly, and major
elements (16 aircraft cach) from rwo Halifax squadrons — Nos 10 and 76
_ were detached to Aqir, in Pakestine. Undor Opararion Bargficed, the
“short rerm’ detachment was oscensibly made for a mission against the
Ttalian fleer, although on arrival, airerew realised chat theirs was a
loag-term commitment o the Desers Air Force.

The Halifases formed No 249 Wing within No 205 Group, and
immediarely began Aying long-range attacks against Tobruk and
Benghazi. The detachment suffered its first loss on 13/14 July, during =
mission to Tobruk.

Rommel's affensive failed in Seprember, largely due o fuel shortages.
This caused the Desert Air Foree to redouble its efforts against Rommel's
supply chain, and the Halifaxes narurally played their part in this effort
On 5 Sepeenther cighe aircraft (a ninth aborced alter take-eff artacked
Heraklion airfield on the island of Crere. Two of the Halifuxes were
downed by flak over the target, and another was damaged by a pair of
ineercepting Bf 1095,

The twoseparate detachments werc ardered 1o merge on 6 Seprember,
amalgamating to foim Ne 462 Sqn — nominally an RAAF unit, although
relatively few ‘Aussics” served with the squadron, Tobruk continued ro be
the main target for the Halifaxes, bur Crere also came under attack again
in October. That monch also sasw the Halifaxes tasked wich clase support
missions in advance of the Baztle of Bl Alamein, including night steafing
areacks from as low as 1200 fr.

Astention swicched to Sicily in late January 1943, and then to German
airficlds in southern Tealy. The No 462 Sqn Halifies suffered a spate of
engine problems and engine Failures in April, and in response, the aircraft
had thei nose and mid-upper gun turrets removed to reduce weight and
drag, and thoreby easc the load on the hard-worked Merlins. Replace-
mene aircraft with Merlin 22 engines arrived in the late summer.

No 178 Sqn re-equipped with Halifaxes in May, and flew its first
operation on 31 May, before revert-
ing to Liberators in Seprember.
No 462 Sqn received its first
H25-equipped aireraft in January
1944, and moved to Celone, Iraly,
in February, Here, it was re-num-
bered as No 614 Sqn, and went on
o aack targets in France, Austria,
Germany, laly and the Balkans.

Although the majority of its mis-
sions saw the unit performing rarget
marking for other No 205 Group
squadrons in-theatre, No 614 Sqn
also frequently undertook supply
drapping and ‘straight’ bombing
sorties as well. The unit flew ies final
Halifax operation of the war on 3 S
March 1945. e oeds

Although living conditions for the
air- and grounderews of No 462 San
wire often primitive, the flying was
better than in Europe, with less
danger from flak and Fighters,
although it was still a dangerous
and challenging job ivia Phil Jarrete]




BREAKING
THE REICH

he seeds of vi

cory in the bomber war were sowed in 1943, and

thar year ended with the percentage loss rate plummeting. But in
other respects, 1943 ended badly, with the Bawde of Berin

oving @ hugely expensive drain on Bomber Command. Indeed, the

actual numbers of aireraft lost were never higher than in lace 1943

Hewever, the foundations for better times for the Halifax squadrons

ha
November 1943, with Nos 433 and 466 Sqns being the first to re-equip,

already been laid, and che Hercules-engined B 11T be

an 1o arrive in

I'he latrer univ careied out the fiest tional mission wich the bomber

on 1 December, sending a dozen aivcrak (slong with 19 Stislings) on a

o

al mining; mission off che Frisian islands. None were los
rt. Nine squadrons of B Ils were
representing a significant proportion of the Main Force.

It had been planned thar the B I1Ts would all enter service wich H28
firted, but there wasa grave shortage of sets,

~a good

! ational by mid-January,

el from February 1944, sig-
vificane numbers inscead with a ventral Preston-Green
turser, b
ments, No 431 Sqn, for example, installing a second gun in the turrer,

Jenuary 1944 saw Hq
higher than those of the Lancaster} rising to an all time peak. During the
Group suffered 2 lass rate of 1.4 ¢

e complere

ting s singl

0.50-i gun, Some units made further improve-

fax losses (which were already propartionally

month, No  cent in sorties against

tesgets in G and things were no better in other groups. Na 434

ny.

THE BACK OF

Halifax B Il Series | {Special) RI534
served s the B Il prototype, and
arlginally retained triangular fins
and the ‘tall’ mid-upper gun turret,
although these features were
replaced (Author's Collection)
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was an early-production B m
retained for trials at Boscombe
Down, and not the prototype.

It is seen here with Hercules 100
angines, acting as a B VI protatype
(Author’s Collection)

Installation of the Hercules
transformed the Halifax, although
many of thase In autherity were
slow a catch up with the fact, and
the aircraft continued 1o be viswed
as a second-best 1o the Lancaster
(via Phil Jarrett]

hitworst of all, with 2 24.2 per cent wastage. On 1920 Jan
craft set our against Leipeig and 78 as quite
bad criough, but 34 of the missing aircraft were Halifives - a significant
14.9 per cent chunk of the Halifax farce that had set our.

d ra return, T!

“Tywo days later, on 21/22 January, 57 of 648 bombers despached to
Magdeburg went missing, including 35 of the 224 Halifx
represented a staggering loss rate of 13,6 per cent. The remain
powered Halifaxes fwith Nos 10, 77, 102, and 419 Sqns) had
biggest pounding, and the January losses led o their withdrawsl

from

Main Force operation

against German targess, although the variant
continued o operate over Germany with the PEF and No 100 Group.

Bomber Command’s campaign continued unabated throug
February and March 1944 as the Battle of Berlin raged, with the heaviest
attack being flown on 15/16 February when 891 mmﬁ sartied.

in Augsburg, Sturcgare and Schweinfure werealso hit, wich the raic
Th wave of 392 alrcraft
2 had 11 bombers downed -
seven of these were Halifaxes. The auacks carried out thar nighe were

Jateer city being carried out in two pare

lost 22 aircraft, and the second wave of

deemed to be a great su

ess, with both Berlin and Augsburg heing
thoroughly devastared. But the successes here could not compensate for
the disaster that was the last major artack or Berlin of the war.

On 24/25 March Bomber Command despatched 811 aircraft againse
the German capital, 216 of them Halifaxes. Scrong winds scattered the




bomber am,  and

some 50
fo were dovn by
ngly flak  and
Vi moce by nighrfighters, while the

airy shot

uner

accurate

fute of the remaining cight aircraft

which failed tw return can

accuracely assigned. Twenty-

of the 72 losses wete Halifases - one
of the heaviest loss rares ra befall che
type. Swonger-than-forecast winds
hed scarrered the fore
srayed

and many
ross the heavily defended
Ruhr valley on their return journy.

Many
Crosses have often been more easily

suspect chat Vicroria

won during milirary disasters, and
some have inferred that the o

1rd has sometimes been a propaganda tool,

lory |

heing used 1o snatch some what mighe athenvise have heen
probably unfair,

mpelling the theory might sound. Certainly the name of

remembered a

an inglorious failure, Sucha sugges

however o

b one of Bomber Commuand’s

Nuremberg has become synonyimous w
bitterest defears in the long and blood

The 30 March 1944 raid
2 mass raid against a

Bombe: war,
o a*Maximum Effort,
arget 600 miles inside Germany,

st Nuzemberg wa

d one which

involved sending the bombers past, or over, countless other heavily-

defended rargets. Nuremberg irsclf was also a relarively heavily defended

useful rarer, nat only because it was
)

ciry, yet to'Bomber' Harris it was

an’importanc node in the Ge

nsport and communications

nerwork. Nuzemberg was to many the tokenistic birthplace and shrine of
the Third Reich [for the part it played in pre-war rallies), and a successful

¢ was safe’. But the

attack would be a useful demonseration thar 'no-w!

attack was one against an ancient city of minor industri

importance,
Harris desparched 572 Lancasters, 214 Halifwses and nine Mosquitoes

these, 64 Lancasters and 31 Halifases failed 1o

ageinst Nuzemberg, and ¢

return. Fi

e more of ¢ach were so badly damaged that they were writzen
offaftet landing, and 59 aircraft were damaged. This represened 12.1 per

cent of the Lancasters despacched, and 16.8 per cent of the Halifixes

Inaccurate weather forecasts had scen the force blown miles off Lourse

and scatcered, making aceurate atcacks impassible, and rendering the

Unpainted cowl flaps and cowlings
on these Halifaxes probably indicate
that they were photographed
fallawing depot-level repairs. Quite
badly damaged aircraft were
somotimes salvaged and fittod with
axtensive new sub-assemblies.
NABSS, for example, rotained little
more than its tail unit and rear
fuselage, gaining a new forward
fuselage, wing control surfaces and
engines, and thus becoming a B VIl
in the process (via Phif Jarrett)

Only the individual aircraft letter A’
can be discerned on this ancnymous
B lll from an equally unknown
Bomber Command squadron. A
ractor is just driving away, perhaps
having towed the aireraft to its
disporsal {via Phil Jarret)

—
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a8

bombers even more vulnerable o
¢ fighters. Some BO aircraft
were lost en rouse to the trger, and
55 mare aborred and wmed for
home. Qf the remainder, more than
100 aircrafi mistakenly bombed
Schweinfure insead, others scat-
tered their bombs far and wide, and
ahandful pressed on to find Nurem-
berg, swarhed in cloud. Damage o

ene

the city was accordingly light. The
raid was such a failute that it

forced an end ro mass attacks against

It is uncertain whether MZ358 was
photagraphed before the application
of full squadron codes, or whether
these were removed by the wartime
censar. Two-letter identity codes
were ususlly applied in frantline
Bomber Command units, but were
less common in Gopstal Command
and SOE units (via Phil Jarrert}

With H25 snd the low-slung Bristal
B12 mid-upper turret, this Halifax
B Il laaks considerably mare
modern than the B lls which had
boen cammon only a few months
before (via Phil Jarrett)

major targets for some months, but
{perhaps conveniently) the failure was accompanied by some glory.
Amoag the Halifaxes rumed out o raid Nuremherg was the LK797 ‘E
of Flg Off Cyril Barton, who was a member of the newly-formed No 578
Sqn at Burn, Young, and relatively inexperi

ced, having notched up

only 18 previaus missions, Barton was also deeply religious — far from the
caricarure ofa Bomber Command piloc. He knelt beside hisbed in prayer
every night, confided in letters home that he was worried chat his witness
s “not vigoraus enough’, and reported on the progress of bis attempts
10 ‘camvort’ his crew, But Barron's piety did not save him from danger.
Turning rowards Nuremberg, a Ju 88 and an Me 410 made head-on

ttacks against

aircraft, puncturing two fuel tanks, putting the rear
turret out of action, knocking out the radio and intercom and setting the
scarboard inner engine on fire. Mare passes saw furcher hits scored, and
during these the navigator, bomb-aimer and wircless operator bailed out,

having mistaken the gunner's morse instuctions to corkserew righe (Dot
Dask Do, R} for the instruction to bail ous (Dot Dash Dash Dat, P

PBarton, chatacteristically, pressed on, and seems o have been one of

those who bembed Schweinfure. Running out of fuel, the engines
stopped, and with the aircrali 0o low 1o be abandoned, Bartan was
obliged o make a forced lending as dawn was breaking, a few minutes
befire 0600 on 31 March, The aircraft hit houses in the caseal village of
Ryhope (south of Sunderland), demalished a railway footbridge, killed a
miner on his way o work and finally came to rest, the rear fusclage




bieakingoffand falling into the railway cutting, The theee remaining crew
d Barton himself was
ckage of the cackpit, but died
on seaching hospital. His posthumous VC was awarded in June 1944,

in the rear fuselage were daged, bur survived, ¢

conscious when he was dragged from the w

After Nuremberg, Bomber Command switched its atrention ro tactical

bombing in preparation for the invasion of occupied Eurape — a cam-
paign which had begur in March, with expe
French and Belgian marshalling yards, Operational control of
Bomber Command passed to SHAEF on 14 April, and on 17 April,
Chiel Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder issued a directive
Command ro artack i

tinuing o disorgan

mental raids againse

insc enemy fighrers, and railways,
German industry. Actacks against G
also served the dual purpose of keeping nightfighters tied to their bases.
itory for relaciy

Having to fly over enemy v shorc periods, Bornbes

Command expericnced only light losses duri
against Fr
icks against targets marked by Pathfind-
ers, they were far more accurate than the USAAF's day bombers, who
bombed ‘on command” in combar boxes from higher altiude, This was
forunate, since t

g these tactical raids, and

 crews

achieved exeraordinary accur wargers. Beca

executed individually-pimed

eed to avoid collateral damage to French ¢

A No 426 Sqn Halifax B Il falls in
flames near Munchen Gladbach on
24 March 1945, its demise being
photographed from a No 408 Sqn
aireraft {via Phil Jarrett)
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CHAPTER THREE

After serving in North Africa with
Halifax B Ils, No 462 San reformed at
Driffield within No 4 Group and
aperated as @ Main Force homber
unit until December 1344, when it
joined No 100 Group. B lls gave way
10 B llls in August 1844 Many
photas of the squadran’s initial B llks
had the H2S or ventral Preston-
Graen turrets removed by the
censor [via Bruce Robsrtson)

No 77 Sqn was a Mo 4 Group Halifax
unit which converted to the B lllin
May 1944, having proviously
operatad B lis and B Vs, This airoraft
carries H2S and Monica

(vin Bruce Robertsan)

Hallfax served with the
‘Fr-ncupnuna No 425 [Alouette}
Sgn, and is seen here on 27
Mavember 1944 being waved off on
& mission to Neuss from Tholthorpe.
The aircraft carries a single 0.50-in
machine gun in its ventral Preston-
Grean turrst {via Bruce Robertsoi)

was el to be extremely imporaant.

The Halifaxes of Nos 4 and 6
Groups played a disproportionate
part in the spring offensive against
these targets, with the overall
campaign involving some 4428

Halifax sarties, and the loss of enly
99 qircralt — a loss rate of below

.5 per cent. Aircraft rypically

carried nine 1000-1h and six 500-1b bombs an these missions

Losses w

re heavier when the Halifuses hit railway yards

1 Germany
tse 5 the raid on
fonten on 27/28 April, followed by a further 18 during the attack on

* however, with 14 of the aircraft downed falling du

Aachen on 24/25 May. Bur overall, the campaign was considered to bea

success, and was expanded. Bighty tarpers were identified, and 37 of these
were allocated to RAF Bomber Command, with the remainder assigned
o the USAAF's N

By the cime af the invasion, 51 of the rargers had been heavily damaged

orce, 2 ATAF and Fighrer Command.

and a further 25 severely damaged, thus dramatically restricting the

mobility of German forces as they uied to respond ro D-Day. The last

attackwas made against Trappes marshalling yards on 2/3 June, although

o this aceasion nigh
In addi
Command continued to strike ar rargets associawd with the enemy’s

ghters destroyed 16 0f the 128 bombers sortied.
1o the attacks against the French railway system, Bomber

craft industry, as well troop concentrations and camps. They alsa
tended  to

ted  attacks

mo

disrupt the German early warning
il ; &
system, and against fortified coastal

Wese Wall),
although these were less suceessful.

ences  (Hirtler's

Even after the invasion, Bomber
Command ~ continued w0 be
committed to operations in support
of the Allicd armics. Bridges and
railway junctions were hit, often at
relatively low level (2000 to 3000
ft), and because these targets were
wsually further inland, losses rose




accardingly. The o
agdinst

g
me were made on ol targ

Ly asacks
s in Germany du

5.

Between 16 June and 31 August
the Halifaxes w
mitred ro operations against the fly-
ing bomb (Nabad] sices. From 22
June,
ishe raids, wich

re also heavily com-

ese included a number of
anti-Noball
x ; involving bex
150 and 200 Ha

Somec missians, however,

n
faxes per mission.

saw as

many as 492 Halifases sordied.
Although

highly impressive, each mission

rumbers wer:

asually saw roughly 50 per cent mare Lancasters despatched, and these

sulfered considerably higher losses accord

Harris and others fumed as invasion suppart sorties continued on well

into the summer of 1944. Fle was impatient to get back to the strategic

bombing campaign, and was worried that German
perare, relocate and
its defences. When it did retum to the f

mand’s Halifa farce had ed. The lase Merlin-engined aircraft left
Mos 102 and 77 $qns in May and June, although the B 117V did no fully
sappear uncil Tuly, since the new

dustry had been

ch o r

siven a long breaching spa

suengrhen

nch unics used both

varianes uneil they could gain suffi d thar these

only une operation with the Merlin-cngined B 11V, however,
Asthe B IV I service, the new B VI
Hereules XV engined aircraft re-cquipped Nos 426 and 432 Sqns ©

units

entered the fray. The interim

m

16and 20 June, with No 408 following in July.
On 8 July, Bomber Cammand Halifaxes pa

suppart operations mounted to aid Gen Mongg

ated in close air
s frontal assaule on

Caen, following attacks by Lancast-
Similar

alane the previous day
artacks (ta allaw an Allicd break-
out) were flown on 18 July
Operation Gaadwinord, hors heing
alf a
British forward positions. Bomber

reof

dropped within mile of
Command flew several mare close
support aperations, culminating in
Operation fractable on 14 August,
in which bombs fell within 2000
yards of C

The Stracegic Bom
sive re-apencd on 23/24 Jul

with an attack againsc Kiel, This was
Bomber Command's fisse arrack
gainst 3 German ity For
months,  and of 629 ail

The Preston-Grean turret usually
mounted a single 0.50-in machine
gun, although a number of
squadrons used a twin-gun
mounting, as seen here

\via Dr Alfred Price)

The ventral guaner's seat and turret
«controls of a Halifax B lll fitted with
‘the Preston-Green turret

\via Dr Alfred Price)
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Oscas was one of the most colourful
Halifaxes within the Canadian No 6
Group, where gaudy nose-art
became increasingly comman in late
1844 and early 1845, The aircraft is
seen here setting off for a mission
lits 88th] on 13 November 1344
wihilst still in service with No 424
{Tiger') San at Skiptan-on-Swale.

H later transterred to No 187 Sqn
{via Phil Jarrett)

A close-up of the nose-art worn by
No 51 5qn's Expenswe Base, which is
the subject of ane af the calour
plates in this volume. Several
Snaith-based aircraft wore similar
artwork, which was presumably the
work of the same talented individual
(via Bruce Robertson)

despatched, only four failed 10

return (all of them Lancasters) — no

down,

althaugh German  defence

were

soon awake, and subsequent raids

The offensive garhered pace later
in the month, with attacks on
Sturrgart and Hamburg, and on a

ather notable raid was made on 12/13

number of synthetic ol plants
August, when 287 Halifaxes and L
planc at Russelhe

casters tasgeted Opel’s V1 assembly

. Twenty of the areackers failed to return, The war on
the V1 finally ended in September, when the last launch sites on the Pas
de Calais were finally overrun. On 17 August 1004 bombers attacked
nine nightfighter airfields in Belgium and the Netherlands, helping to
¢ night bombing ops over Germany.

clear the way for a return o incensi

Operational contral of Bomber Command reverted to the Air Ministry
(from SHAEF) on 14 September 1944, and Harris regained much of the
autonomy he had enjoyed before signing ‘his’ bombers over to Gen
Eisenhower, and his air commander, Tedder, He was still expected to
operate in suppart of the advancing Allied armies when required, how-
¢, on 25 September 70 Halifaxes of Nos 77, 102, 346
and 347 Sqns delivered fuel to Melsbrock for the army each aircraft car-

ever. For cxamp

rying 165 jerrycans, Seprember also saw a
. Boulogneand Cala

U-boats pens on the Morwegian coast wese auacked on 4 October, 47
No
these had proven vi

rracks against isolated German

foreresses ar Le Haw

g their early surrender.

oup Lancasters leading 93 No 6 Group Halifaxes to the target

the Germans following the loss of French base

Bomber Command launched Operation Hurricane on 6/7 October
with 2 major attack on Dortmund, Conducred as a demonstration of
Allied zir superiority, the operation involved bombing targets in the ance
formidable Ruhr round-the-clock. Loss rates had, by now, plummeted to

one per cent or less, and such operations were easily sustainable.

In late October, Halifases wete involved in attacks on the low-lying
Walcheren Island in the Schelde estuary. This forcified island was the
guteway to Ancwerp, and heavy bombing forced its sureender on
3 November, This removed another

thorn in the Allies’ rear.

Farlier thar same month (on the
Ldth) a huge RAF !
force had struck Duisburg both dur-
ing; the day and ar nighe, with Hali-

avy bomber

Faxes being involved in both waves -
474 in the Fust auack (one of which
failed o rerurn) alone. Such was the
ferocity of the mid that Bomber
Command  dropped 2
tonnage of bombs on Duisburg in
one day than the Lufwaffe dropped

1

greater

on London during the whole v

No 462 Sqn participated in the




daylight raid, when prowling German figheers shot dawn 15 of the
artackers., and then recurne anocher 1000 Bomber
Raid. One of the squadron aircraft his during the latter operation was the
Halifax flown by Ple O A T Cockeril, which suffered flak dumage as it
Knocked unconscious, Cockerill

by night, as part o

was lined up privr w the bombing ru
attack and chen st course for home. Despite

came raund, completed
the pain from his injusies, he refused morphine and struggled back to the
UK. although the coninual loss of blood made him progressively weaker,
By the time he crossed the Kene coast he was acarly blind, and nother
crew member had to stand by him o call out the inscrument readings.
He landed safely ar Mansco,
VICs for no more, but Cockeril's gallanesy wen largely unrecogoised

On 1 November 1944, Halifies downed a Messerschmite Me 262

and survived the war. Other paaphe won

nd

an Me 163, the latcer marking the anly reported use of the German | (via Bruce Robertson)

The wartime censar removed the
individual code letter of Mo 347

San Halifax B Il PN167/L8-C, named
MIQUETTE, The aircraft wears full
French national insignia

|wia Bruce Robartson)

The tap-scoring Bomber Command
Halitax was Froay THE 131, saen
here on display an the site of John
Lewis's bombed-out stare an Oxford
Street. The aircratt retained the
ariginal Halifax ‘square wingtips',
although many B [lls had extended
round tips, like the B Vi and B VIl
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Seen in a wartime print sadly
vandalised for use in a postwar
publication, a No 348 Sqn Halilax is
seen aftor the war flying past the
Eiflel Tower. Bomber Command's
two Free French Halifax units at
Elvington wers wransferrad back to
French control in October 1945,
along with their aircraft

Ivia Aeroplane)

This No 38 Sqn Bl was purchased
by M1 G N Wickner and flown to
Australia as G-AGKA, wearing new
nose-ant | Walrzing Matilda"). Once
in Australia, the airoraft was.
ragistered by owner's Air Carriers
Ltd a5 VH-BDT. It was seen derclict
at Mascat airpart, in Mow South
Wales, in 1947 [via Aeroplane)

racker-propelled fighier at night.
Buc even as lare as Movember 1944,
Halifixes did noe get things all theis
own way. On 4 November 2 raid
against Bochum proved very costly,
especially for the Prench-manned
Mo 346 Sgn, which lost five of i
16 aitcrafe — these were: among
23 Halifaxes which failed w0 retum
from the mis
As the
forward

n.
Allied armics raced
che target list sceadily
shrank. Accordingly, even belore
the German surrender, Bomber
Command began to shrink, as the
RAF prepared for the inevieable redu

foms which would accompany che
peace. No 578 Sqn, for example, flew its last missian as carly as 13 March
1945, But there was no real lecup. wnd 181,000 tons of bombs were

drapped during the year — on-fifth of the toral tonnage for the encire war.

Halifaxes coninued o pound German indusrrial cities and communi-
cadons hubs, buc also provided bombardment of more tactical argets

Iving in the line of the Allied advance. The loss rate remained belaw ane

per cent, although when apecational accidents were taken inro account,

this ssill means chatoaly v crews i thce would survive s full frondine
tour. German defences in the rarger arca remained dasdly, and crews also
hadl to deal with the occasional dhreat of long-range nighr incruders.

A graphic demensuation of dhe Halifo's obustness came on 13/14
Janmary when MZ465 of No 31 Sqr eollided wich anacher bombes, The
aircraft lost @ nine-foot section of its rose (coneining the navigarar and
the bomb aimer) in the collision, leaving the cockpit open 1o a freering
Blast of cold air. Bur despive the heavy dam

e, he pikos limped homeand
made asuccessful landing,

Even at this late sege in the war. Bomber Command continued 1o

experiment with different ways of arganising its auscks. On 16/17
January, for example, No 76 Sqn were sent in to arrack the rargec before
the TFF. Perhaps coincidencally, 17 of the 320 Halifues sone out thac
night failed 1o rerurm,

The definitive Halifax B V1, with Hercules 100 engines, increased fuel

wankage and a pressusised fuel sestem, Dnally entered frontdine service and
hegan aperations ovor Germany linitally with No 102 Sqa) dur

hE




1945. By the end of the war, Halifax B VIs equipped five Mo 4
Group squadrons— Nos 76, 77, 346, 347 and 640.

The nighe of 3 March was a bacl one for the Halifaxes of Nos £ and 6
Groups. Although no enemy nightfighrers were encountered over the
crodromes. But

e shot down around their own

varger, seven aircraft w

this isolated action was little more chan the deach throes of the German

nightfighter arm, and never again would they cause such carnage over the
UK. The German fighters fought on with dogged determination, bur

1de lfe increasingly difficule

losses soared, and fuel and spares shortages
for the enemy. Bomber Command had its only major daylight encounter
njetfighters on 31 March, when 12 Me 2625 of ITLAG 7 rore
ng thiee H
their cannon and RAM rockets.

with Germa

and five Lancasters

o the bomber stream, dow

using

Halifaxes played a part in Bomber Command’s Last major actack of the

ar Wangerooge., Seven of (lw

war, bombing coastal gun basteri

Aluwm.lmmbchn:rr last Galthough six of these fll vic
collisions) and enly one enemy figheer {an Me 262) was even seer. This
preved to be the last operation of the wat for Nos 4 and 6 Graups

tras itwas popular, and

The Hercules-engined Halifax pro
0 less chan four aircraft finished che war with moze than 100 operational
missions aver Germany — LV937 with Nos 578 and 51 Sqns, L¥/587 and
MZ527 with No 578 Sqn and LV907 with No 158 Son

Once the German surrender had been sig

7 May 1943, the
ood down, No 4 (rmlm transferred 1o

ed on

Halifix force was quickly
Lienspor: Command and No 6 Group allocsred eight squadrons to the

Bl LW125, bearing the nama ‘Sario
Marais’, made a goodwill tour of
South Afriea following the
successful completion of tropical
trials at Khartoum {via Phil Jarrets]

This Halifax B V1 is typical of the
later version, with the Hercules 100
engines and axtended, rounded,
wingtips {wa Phil Jarrett]

Armies of Occupation. The aircral
were briefly kept busy dropping
unwanted bomb stacks into the
Narth

on low-level sight-sceing rours of

and flying grounderew |

former German rargers. The two
French Halifax squadrons were

duly presented to France, and saon

the once prodigious Handley Page
had become
within

lide more
Bamber

heavy’
than
Command.

memory
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CHAPTER FOUR

PATHFINDER
FORCE

he RAF's “pathfinder’ concept, which saw an elite force of aircrew

that had received specialised navigation training equipped with

modifted aircraft, was nothing new. Indeed, it was the success of

the Lufowatfe's Kempfgruppe 100 during the Blitz on Britain in 1940-41
which had drz 0 to the idea.

Bomber Command had heen experimenting wi

wn Bomber Command's atter

h the radio-based Gee

navigadion aid, which used dhree ground stations ro allow the navigator 1o
arly 1942, It was useable on

calculare his posicion by riangulation, since ¢
missions to the Ruhr, but as the homber journeyed furcher cast the radio
pulses became wealk and unreadable. lewas probably most usefidl as an
for inding the airfield on the return journey, but did allow the develop-
ment of a basic targer marking technique, known as *Shaker', This saw an
of Gee-equipped airenafe dropping targee il

secand wave {also Gre-equipped) dropping a maximum

inidial wave
followed by
load of incendiaries, with the main force follow

Arthur Harris, as AOC
tion of a specialised group. which would have become a corps e

d the idea of as

successful squadron of the previous month ro the rarget-marking role for
2 one-month peried. He hoped that this would ‘spread the \md . foster
d prevent peuty jealousics. Haris even apposed
gle Pachfinding’ or targer marking squadron within

minators,

g and dropping HE.

0-C Bamber Command, appased the forma-

e

s Command, prfering insre gning each group's most

healihy compericion
the forming of a
cach group. However, he was cventually insteucted 1o set aside two

Stirling and o Wellingeon units within No 3 Group for these tasks,

although he resisted ‘creaming off of the best squadrons or crews.
Fartunarely, Harris was persuaded to drop bis opposition by the Diree-
\orate of Bomber Operations and a number of Pachfinder ‘enthusiasts'

The most notable of the latter was Don Bennett, an extremely experi-
enced long-range pilot and navigator who was promated to group caprai

and appointed o command the Pathfinders on 5 July 1942, pr
official establishment on 15 August

An sarly Merlin XX-engined Halifax
B Il takes off, perhap:
Mediterranean. The B Il formed the
initial equipment of No 35 Sqn after
its transfer to the Pathfinder Force,
The distinctive underwing landing
light is clearly visible here

(via Phil Jarrett)

1942, Bennent remained ac the helm
of the force for the rest of the w:

winning promotion to eir com-
‘modore.and then air vice marshal as
the PFE increased in size and status.
His ‘drive, energy and celendess
nindedness’

single were largely

responsible for the PE

s success.
The force did inidially consist of

one squadron from cach of the




frontline homber groups, compris-
ing No 156 Sqn with Wellingrons
from No | Group, No 109 Sqa
with Wellingrons and Mosquitos
fiom No 2 Group, No 7 $qn with
Stirlings from No 3 Group, No 35
Sqn with Halifixes from No 4
Group and No 83 Sgn wich
Lancasters from Ne 3 Group, The
squadrons  moved o adjacent
airfields within No 3 Group (War-
boys, Wyton, Oskingron, Gravely
and Wyron, respectively), however,
and operated asa single elite force.

Bennett sec high standards and senr crews which could not meer them

to other Main Force squadrons, replacing them with hand-
valunreers. Replacements were obwined by drawing the best crews from

each group, and Bennert encouraged the growth «

tism, managing o
gain auchorisation for Pathfinder aircrew to wear a special badge below
their normal fying brevet and medsl ribbans

No & (Pach Finder Force) Group was officially formed as a group in its
own right on 8 January 1943 -

time to lead Bomber Command's
assault on the Rubr. As the PFF expanded, it gained a second Halifax unic,
No 405 Vancouver Sqn, RCAF, which moved in to Gransden Lodge in
April 1943, The unic re-equipped with Lancasters in August 1943
follawed by No 35 Sqn in March 1944.

The Halifax chus served for anly 20 months wichin No § PEE Group,
but pesformed very well, and actuelly suffered lower losses than the
supposedly superior Lancaster. As PEF units, Nos 35 and 405 Sqos flew

much the same missions as the Main Force units, and a full rundown of

operatians would thus be repeticious, Even a list of highlights would be
ta0 long for the format of this book!

However, it should be recorded thar No 35 Sqn participated in the first
Pachfinder Force artack against Flensburg on 18/19 August 1942, This

No 35 Sqn had already won
something of  reputation f
excellence and fighting spirit before
its transfer to form part of the cadre
of the Pathfinder Force in August
1942, Seen here during May 1942,
W7676 was lost on 28/29 August
1942 during an attack on Nuremberg
(via Phil Jarrett)

Armourers struggle with a bomb
trolley - one of six waiting for
toading of the 24 500-b bombs
abaard this Merlin XX-engined
Halifax, Special, purpose-designed,
target markers were soon
developed for use by the
Fathfinders, who also dropped
incendiaries, and even continued to
use some HE bombs like these

(via Phil Jarrett)
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CHAPTER FOUR

a8

proved ta be a poor sware, since
winds were not as forecast and the
force was blown far north of its
target. Some
town in Denmark! To add

reraft cven attacked a

ult o

njury, one of the four missing
aircraft that nighr was a Na 33 Squ
Halifix. The PFF's second raid,
against Frankfure on 24/25 August,

The Halifax was well protected fram
above and behind, although Series
1As and B lls lacked forward-facing
armament. Tha tiny stub below the
rear turret is the antenna for the
Monica radar warning raceiver

[via Phil Jarrett)

Anather view of HR928/ TLL' of
Mo 35 Sqn, the personal aircraft of
the well-known Pathfinder Ace’,
Alec Cranswick, whose family crest
is applied below the cockpit. The
aircraft has an abbreviated bomb-
lag on the nose, and Is fitted with a
nose-maunted 0.303-in "scare gun®
{Author’s Collection}

was only marginally mare success-
ful, since the target was ohscured by cloud.

st Kassel on 27/28
et effectivel

The PEE finally showed whar it could do ag:

and the force

Augusr, illuminating and bembing the 1

finally demonstrated its value over Nuremburg on 28/29 August,
marking the target with 1 new marker - Red Blob Fire'. But propaganda
asidle, accuracy improved very linle until the PFF was able 1o deploy new

sadio and radar aids, and new targer marking devices. But things starced

to change very sapidly at the beginning of 1943.
H2S made its operational debut over Hamburg on 30/31 January
1943, finally frecing the Pa

limitasions imposed by

hfinders from reliance on Gee, and the

its ground starions. H2S was

essence, 4
primitive ground-mapping radar, and its development was eagerly
supported by Bennerr, Test sets were delivered to No 35 Sqn (and 1o the

Srirling-equipped No 7 Sqn} in December 1942, and these soon proved
useful, especially againse argets which had distincrive radar ¢
(g arcas
H2S demanded very well-

features such as la

ned operators, since interpreting the
picture was far from simple, and required the deft use of overlays and
predicted radar picrures, and it was never very effective againsr cortain

targets, including Berlin. At much the same time as H25 made its debue,

rhers which
burned more brighly and for longer, and which were more difficulr for

the PFE began to receive new, purpose-designed, zarger m

the enemy to ‘imitate’ if decoy fires were set,

With its new equipment, No 35 Sqn went on to play a vital and highly
effective role in the actacks against Essen (March 1943}, Le Creusor (June
1943)
time, with an exceptional succession of pi
he PFF suffered higher-than
Mosquita force) because of their task, which entailed suzying in the cargec
area for longer than the Main Force bombers, and receiving the full

and Peenemiinde {(August 1943). It was an exceptional unit at the

and commanders.

erage losses (with the exception of the

weight of the enemy defences before they were degraded by bombing,




Phere were prohably hundreds of examples of self sacrifice, cousage and
wd

ous awards, and some

of the

devotion 1o duty equal to thase which resulred in the aw

Victoria Cross. Some individuals won less presc

wentunsecognised alogedher, but it would be a picy
On 21 December 1943, Graveley-based Halifax piloc Sqn Ler Julian
Sale {OC A Flight, No 35 Sqa) was forced to abart his landing when a

I were forgoteen.

“hung” T1 (Targe Indicacor) burst into ames in the borab by, He

climbed away and ordered his crew to bail our. His mid-u, pper gunner's

k was burned, however, and Sale returned

chute pac el

emergency landing, ignoring dhe risk o himself. Both men survi
subsequent crash, although Sale later died of his wounds afier bes
dowen by a Ju 88 in February 1944,

Anather legendary figure in No 35 Sq0 was

e Cranswick, who flew
a tour with No 214 Sqn on Wellingtons, then volunteered for further
iddle Ease. He had completed 61 sorties b
ved the DEC,
foined No 419 Sqn, volunteering to tran:

answick then converted ra th

r o the Pathfinders after five

sorties. A comples character, wetotaller Cranswick was
Exdwards, Oxford, (the o y Gibson and
Adrian Warburion) and regarded the war as a distasteful, but necessary

evil. Ve flew a Full sour, then returned 1o No 35 Sqn, which had by then

{0

mater of Douglas Bader,

re-saquipped with Lancasters, end was subsequently killed.

W Cdr Basil Vemen Robinson joined No 35 Sqa in laze 1941 aficr
complecing a tour on Whitleys. He was one of the pilors i
saicl on the Scharnborst and Greisenau o 18 December 1941, win

olved in the

ga
DEC in the process, and duly taking command of the squadson in March
1942, On the night of 18/19 November 1942, Robinson ordered his
crew o bail our when another ‘hung’ T1 caughe fire as the aircrali was
crassing the Alps after a 12
was astonished w0 see the fire go out, and he flew back to base solo, with

d on Turin. Alone in the aircraft, Robinson
s0 navigator or flight engincer. Robinson weas subsequertly promored to
group captain andl placed in command of RAF Graveley, buc was killed
on 23 August 1943 when flying a mission with 2 No 35 Sqa crew.

The lasi CO of No 35 Sqn during the univ's Halifax cra was Wg Cdr
Sydney Pawick Pac’ Daniels DSO,
DFC, whe greeted new areivals on

the unitwith an axe sus
his head. Onl
Daniels was a PFF veteran, having

23 years old,

complered  previous tours  on
Whitleys (with No 58 Sqn) and
Hampdens {with No 83 Sqe, prior
to joining No 35 Sqn, Despite his
young age, he proved to be a born
Teader and was hugely popular wich
his men, remaining in command as
tconverted ro the

the u neaster.

With the complerion of No 35
Sqn's conversion in Ma
rof the 1

came 1o an end

the carc

In the PFF, a5 in the rest of Bombar
Command, th
heavily on their hardwaorking
grounderew, wha laboured long
and hard, often in paor worling
conditions, to ensure that the
airraft wers in top-notch condition
The Halifax had baen designed to fit
in peacetime hangars, but with the
demands of war, spent most of its
life dispersed in the opan

(via Aeroplane]
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CHAPTER FIVE

'SOE HALIFAXES

edem historical ressarch suggests thar Hirler's for an

ndoned even before the

invasion of Bricain had been
Battle of Bri

prominently ‘on-view in the €

ain, and that the troops and invasion barges so

ael ports were actually insufficiant w

ruth, Germany's failure

be any more than a ruse de guerre, ‘Whatever the

1 the east proved to be

1o climinare Britain before apening a second fronc

diverted in
carres’ in the Medicerrancan and North Africa, thus pre-

4 faral miscake. Bricain was 2ble to keep German resource
‘side-show th

wting the Wehrmach from throwing its full might against the Soviets

The British Lsles became, in effect, an unsinkable aircraft carrier o!

coast of Europe. from which ‘pinprick’ fighter-bomber raids and an esca-

lating strategic bombing campaign were mounted. Bricain also became

the hame of coundess “Governments in exile’ fro

coupied Earape, and
became a ‘heacan of hope' for peaple in the necupled countries

But simply knowl
Jirt

g thar Brivain had nos llen would have brought

ce movements in the o

o advantage to resist pie nations of

Turope, nor were propagsnda sadio broadcasts terribly useful, except

maintining morale. Fortunarely, however, Britain was able o offer more

Special Oper-

SOF) — whose sole purpose was to support resistance

concrere assi

rance, and set up ¢
ations Execurive

massive organisation — the

movements with aining, supplies, weapons, advice and & degree o

co-ordination. Needless to say, running the SOE required extensive use

of aircraft, and a number of dedicated units were set up to offer support.

The classic image of SOE aerial operations is the ungainly Westland

drap off or pic

1 up a young agent,
bust far more significan were the aireraft which never actually landed in

ander landing by dead of night

hostile territory, bue whict
sial by par:

both types kacked the range necessary o reach far into occupled Eurape.

pencsnazed covertly to deliver agents or mate-
chute, Hudsons (and a few Havocs) were initially used, but

From October 1941, though, the SOE's Special Duties Squadrons

gained a new, more capable type. Three war-weary early mark Halifaxes

were specially converted by the Airborne Forees Establishment and began

Seon at Fayid, Egypt, in Dacember
1942, No 138 Sqn’s ‘V-Victor' was
the aireraft used to drop the
Heydrich assassination team. The
aircraft has a streamlined deflector
mast in front of the shrouded
tailwheel and a para-dropping hatch
in the bottom of the fuselage. An
early Handley Page-built B Il (the
fifth built), L9613 displayed an
extremely woll-worn appearance
by December 1942 (via Phil Jarrett)




operational flying with No 138 Sqn
at Newmarker on the night of 7
November 1941, with Wg Cdr
Rudkowski flying the first mission
(Operation L6912
Strong headwinds, fauly hydraulics
(which allowed the undercart
drop) and icing forced Rudkow:
to force-land

Ruction)  in

ki

n neucral Sweden on

the return journey, but he and his
seon repatriated
Although the Hali

crew wi

fxes were
flown primarily by Polish crews,
and operated mainly in support of
the Polish resistance, they did fly on
other tasks. On 28/29 December,
for e Lt Ren Hockey

mple, Flt

flew three parties (including the
team

tasked with assassinating
nhardt Heydrich) to Crechoslo-
1 Halifax
ased to five in Jan;

n's

strength incre:

ary

1942, and it moved to Tempsford
in March 1942, where it joined
No 161
cated Spe

1 o farm an SOE-dedi-
al Duties (SD) Wing,

JP246 w3 o B Il Series 1A madified
for SOE use and used by No 148 Sqn
in the Mediterranean. Seen hero
undergoing open-air maintenance,
it was lost on 8 October 1944 at
Brindisi

Soon after its asival ac Temps-
ford, No 138 Sqn flew its most unusual mission. On 20 April W C
NKVD team ta Austria, bui
nabout the circumstances behind

Sovi

Farley and a Polish crew flew

ittle s kne

hillon the way to the DZ.
this mission, which resulted in the squadron’s first loss of a Halifax crew

Fixated on b
Harris

ng up the strength of Bomber Command, A

resented glving up even three war-weary Halifaxes to SOF,

Lancasters had yes to arrive, and the Halifax (as the only effective modern
“heavy’) was a very precious commodity. Accordingly, No 138 Sqn's

lal

es flew occasional bombing sortics with No 3 Group whenever
they could be spared, and whenever a maximum effort was demanded,
This was casier in the summer months, wh

hort, light nights made

long-di

pply drops to Eastern Europe prohibitively dangerous

The Poles, predictably enough, were desperate to hit back at the hated
Gel ns, and on the nighr of 29/30 October W77741°T", flown by Flg
Off Kzal, bomb the Gestapo HQ in Warsaw. They found

abandoned their atack, faring collate

¢ targer, but

¢ 10 their long-suffering

bombed Okecie airficl
arget by an RAJ

countrymen, Instead, the , marking the only raid

on a Polis They were

raft during the entire w
attacked over the North Sex by a pair of B 1105, but successfully ditched,

During Octaber 1942, several crews and Halifaxes were attached to No
511 g cham, flyis
< Libya. The first SOE
received a new pararroop hatch, winches for recovering static lines and

nthe ‘scraight’ transporc role running supplics

Halifaxes retained nose and il turrets, bus

sheet meral guards and a streamlined defleccor mast to scap parachute

S3IXVAITVH 308

73



CHAPTER FIVE

static lines From fouling the wailwhee],

Halifax sostics flown by the 5D
s were very different to Main
ader  homhber
operations. The alrcrafe
operared alone, almost always below
10,000 fi |

very much lower

Force  or  Pad

nevizably

o oxygen was carried)
and oft

. Secusity
was wery tight, and usually or
pilot and navigitor knew the
destination. Widh the technology of
che time, the SOF aircraft were also

Iy the

very vulnerable, since if agenrs were
capured with their radios and

code-books, the Germans could

“take- over’ the of
agents as they landed, and downing

the aircraft which brought them, Thi

ration, capruring

heppened to the first two SOE
agents dropped in Holland in Nevember 1942, and led to the loss of 29
No 138 Sqn aircraft over Holland by the end of September 1943,
Unforcunarely, the Germans sere not the only people
‘pot-shot’ gt che SD Halifixes. The Ra
Poles, and there were suspicians

ager 1o take

fans were never more than
ambivalent in their audude o o har
they somerimes rargered SOE aircalt resupplying the Polish Home

s of ‘blue on blue

Army, In Yugoslavie, there were proven instans

engagements. There was bitter rivalry between Tito's communise parti-
Mihailovich, and both s

Halifuses dropped supplie o either faction on the one s

icles knew that

sans and the ragalists led by Ge
n. Partisas

and then fire an the

wauld therefiore wais watil they had got dheir delivery

depasting aircraft, hoping ro stop is dropping weapons o the ‘enemy .
Operating
around en

alone, often ar low level, and sometimes able w route

defences, SOE Halifix crews considered speed and range
he dangers), and
a lighter, more streamlined version of the Halifus was hurdedly
produced. This, the Halifax B II {(SOE}. had

drag engine nacelles and a strcamlir

were more imporeant than defensive fzepower (despite

cased tankage, lower

al fuiring (the Tempsford, or

Grounderow pose beside their
Halifax at Blida in 1943, No 624 San
used the aircraft for SOE support
duties, EB147 being a factory-
maodified B V Series | (Special

{via Phit Jarrett)

This Ne 624 San Halifax B V Series
1A [Special] wears a bomb-log on its
nose, altheugh the bamb symbols
rapresent agent and supply
dropping flights rather than
bombing sorties (via Phil Jarrett)

Z-type, nose) in place of the nose

rurrer, Midupper e and

underwing Fuel ferrison pipes ware
removed in order to reduce drag,
and the flame-damping odhaust
dheonds also vanished, with the
exposed exhs ved with
special b aine, Most
aireraft had reeractable raihwhecls,

and some had a streamlined ‘exit
cone’ firmed around the paratoop
door. A number of B [T Series TAs

were also modified for SOE use.
No 161 Sqn began converding w

the Halifax December 1942,




Cne of No 624 Sqn's graunderew
leans against ‘his’ aeropline’s
veheel, waiting for the airerew to
arrive for a night sortie. Tha aircraft
is an SOE-modified B V Series 1A
Speial (via Phil Jarrett)

—

operating wircralt from Tempsford and @ aumber of decachments in the
Mediserranean and North Alftica. The squadron flew from Norway ta
North Afiica, and from France o Poland, although the fcus of irs
activities remained over France. The Halifax also equipped the Polish-
manaed Ne 301 (Special Diuties) Flight, which became Na 1586 (Special
Duties) Flight, and was raised o full squadron seatus in November 1944,
This unit focused it

activitics in supporting the Polish Home Army, but
Tu
Halifax B IT Series [ (Specials) and Series Ls also equipped twa units in
North Africa, Na 14§ Sqn, operating aver the Balkans from March 1943
and Na 1573 Flight {which became No 624 Sqn in Seprember 1943

The lareer unit operated mainly aver che south of France, but alsa aver

italso as

el resistance groups in C.

v and northern Yugoslavia,

Ttaly, Corsica, Crechaslovakia, Greece and Yugoslavi
L Octber 1943 irwas decided that the SOF Halifases would be replaced

by Seirlings, which were incapale of fying ar anything but relarively low

alritade, and which were thus useless in Bomber Command's Main Force
squadrons. [t was planned that the Halifaxes would be converted back 1o

bomber configuracion, although fecling against the Halifix sithin Bomber

mpsford began to he concentrated within No 138 San, with

Command was

ginning co shew, From January 1944, the remai

Halifixes at T
No 148 gradually relying mere on the Hudsan

The insensity of operacions reached fever-pitch in the run-up to
D-Day, and the planned replacement of the Halifax began ro slip back.

Indeed, it was at this time thar ¢
ageing B 1 Scries 1 [Special) was

fmally replaced by newer B II
derivarives, The inability of the
Halific B V o camy a ful

bombload led to its rapid re-alloca-
and the SOE

nd in seme

tion to ocher tasks alsc
B 1Is were augmented 4
units replaced} by similarly con-
verted BV Series 1 (Specials) and
Series TAs. This briefly halted the
plan to re-equip home-hased SOF.

unies with Stirlings, since in the B Y
acl & Halifax u;

55 10 Harrl

some units the Halifaxes
formed  che  squadron’s  sale
equipment, but in others they

operated alongside  a variery of
types that included Liberators. But
in the Mediterranean, No 624 Sgn
did convert to the Sarling f
1944, flying its last Halifax sortie on

m fuly

13 August.
an

The Warsaw Rising began
1 August 1944, when the Polish
Home Army
fram the Germans.
offnsive

seleed areas of the ciry

major Soviet

could  probably have
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CHAPTER FIVE

%

cieved Warsas, bue by sicing beck, the Red Asmay could vacch a
i i e e e
Halifa drops on 4 August, bur the aircraft had to fly at
v low level ra.cnsure that they reached the right people, and losses were
catastrophic. Four No 148 Sqn aircraft
Adr Marshal §

allow Palish crews to continue from the night of 8/9 August, The ope

an {1

lost on the first night

cssor refused to permir further flights, but was f

tion decimated cheir «

ks and achicved litele. for resistance collapsed
i reached then,

Jate Seprember, Less than half the supplies dropped hs

By the beginning of 1943, the Allied liberation of much nr'nm-pwd

Europe had reduced the requirement for dropping &"\.Il[}u\“ll supplies to
atious resistance movements, Straight transpore flights, o
ted to dominare from the aucumn of 1944, finally allowing some

n by day,

hecd st
units to re-equip with Stitlings. This was inevitable,
cngined Halifaxes were hecoming harder w find

ayand

ot least because
replacernens Merli

attentions entirely to Narw,

No 161 Sqn switched the focus of i
44, the squadron phasing
Halifaxes ar much the same time, and beginning to fly an increasing
ansport fighes, No 138 Sqn (the ther’ of SOE
s Halifaxes in August 1944, and soon alierwards
ber unir, No 624 Sgo
disbanded in Seprember 1944, its predominantly French cask complere.
er 28 December 1944, the SOE banned further flights in support of
pparencly at the request of advancing Soviet forces.

Denmark after September 1 out the hst of its

proportion of ‘straight’
hed discarded
retumed 1o No 3 €

units)

oup as a frontline b

A

the Polish parsisan
No 301 Sqn was soon sent back 1o the UK from southern Inaly in the
spring of 1945 and transferred ta transpore duties. Only No 148 Sqn can-
dinused in the SOF role ac full " paricularly in Iraly an she Balkans,
alchough it also occasionally dropped s

The main focus of No 148 Sqn’s ops in e
ofpartisans in northern lialy — which was still accupied by th

pplics to advancing Soviet forces.

ly 1945 was in su

and sl ighting on rhe Ais sile. Buta the ycar drew on, the unic began

dropping ag

direcrsuppe
No 148 Sqn actually ape

Europe, converting tw Liberator Vs and the bambe

into Austria and central Czechaslovakia, as well as llying

s as they drave inra norchern Lualy.

ons for Allied armi

Tmiss

il the end of the war in

red right wp un
le from 23 May

faxes were finally retired.

1945, when irs well-worn Hali

Ancther No 624 San B V Series IA
(Special is pictured waiting for its
crew &t Blida in 1343, No parachute
exit cone is visibla, and the aircraft
i exceptionally streamlined

{via Phil Jarrett)




No 100 GROUP

he Halifax lost out to the Lancasrer in Bomber € nand Main

Force syuadrons ascensibly because i was slower and lower flying,
In fact, as has been scen, the seal reasons were more complex, and

incluced the fict thae the Halifax w

more expensive and more time-con-
suming to build. The root cause of the Halifinds lower perform
the face that it had b

ified that it should be a multi-rol

lay in

designed to meet a wids
ircrafi fi

wquirement, which spec-

ing pre-war hangars, and not
o5 a dedicated European thearre bomber. Thus, the Halifix had a deep
~ features whic

and capacions fuselage, with relatively small bomb bay

would later allow easy conversion t transpart configurasion.
“The Halifax's roomy ineerior also meant that it was very well suited to
the ‘Bomber Support rale - a task which assumed increasing importance

vere met |

asthe war progressed, and as new techniques and rechnology
new coutenmeasures,
Monitori

g and analysing radio and radar freque

ics, jamming and

‘spoofing’ all became an Integral part of the birrer battl being played out
1y, The RAF's Elinc effore was initially

nd it was not until 10 December 1940 tha

cvery nightin the skies over Ger
conducted on a small scale

Intelligence Development Unit reached squadson strengch

With minfature kangaroos forming
its ‘mission tally’, Australlan pilot
Flt Lt Matthevss’ No 192 Sqn Halifax
B Ill was one of the most colourful
in Bomber Command. These ELINT
sireraft played a vital role in

assessing the equipment and
capabilities of Germany's
nightfighter arm, and also
participated in jamming and
deception operations. Gne Window-
dropping Halifax could be made to
resemble a 50-aircraft raid on enemy
radar, and this would raise 150
nightfighters in response, ten of
which could be usually refied upon
to crash on landing

(John Croteh via Martin Bowman)
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CHAPTER SIX

Jane |actually M2913, coded Z5-N]
was the aircraft of RAAF pilot Fit Lt
Ron Hines, subject of one of the
figure artwarks in this baak. The
aivcraft carries ABC aerial masts
below the nose and above the
fuselage, and small antenna fairings
are visible along the bomb doors
(Jerry Scutts via Martin Bowman

An unusual view of a No 192 Sqn
Halifax in flight shortly before the
end of the war. Named Angel and
caded ‘DT-A', the aivcraft carried a
camprehensive Elint and jamming
antenna fit (G Capt Jack Short
via Martin Bowman]

as Mo 109 Sqo.  The unit
subsequently became a Pachfinder
Mosquito squadron, leaving behind
two flights (Nos 1473 and 1474} in
the Eline role.

No 1474
squadron in is own right en
£ January 1943, as Mo 192 Sgn ac
Feltwell. The unit was equipped

Highr bhecame

with a handful of Masquitoes
and a larger number of Wellington
ICs and Xs, and

intended

these were
as interim equipment,
pending replacement by Halifixes.
Unforrunately, Arthur Harris was
unwilling ro see even @ handful of his precions heavies” diverced from

frontline Bonber Command unirs for what he saw @ a ‘side-show’, and
Halifaxes arzived in a wickle, two n January and the next in July.
Wellingrons remained in use well into 1944,

No 100 Graup was formed on 8 Movember 1943 In order 1o co-
ordinate the ¢fforts of the RAF s various ‘Bomber Support” unirs, Na 192
San mowved to Foulsham to join No 100 Group on 23 November, the
squadron’s Halifixes being subscquently engaged on borh clecuionic
cavesdropping and radar jams
in direct suppore af M.
ary raids. The EC

¢ wissions, the latter aften being Aown

Jon-

1+ Force bomber missions, or as pact of di

M Halifases carricd Mandrel, which aceively jammed
German carly warning

lar, and required six rigid mast antennas alang
the centreline of the belly. They also used Windoe and even dropped
bormbs from the Halifas's inner wing bamb-hays.

The unit soon demonstrated its usefulaess to the bomber campaign,
and began receiving Hereules-cagined B 1Ls in January 1944 at much the
same time as the variant was passed to the first frandine bomber
squadrons.




Anather Bomber Supporc unit in
the form of No 199 Sqn transferred
to No 100 Group and North
Creake an 1 May 1944, where it
initially operatcd Stitlings. These

ing
operational
equipment. since the decision had
ale 100
Group would sundardise on the

werenever viewed as being any

other than  incerim

Iy been taken thar

Halifex — the squadsan re-equipped
with Halifses in February 1945
No 171 Sqn joined No 100 Group's
order of batde on & Seprember
1944, form
from C Fli

quickly

v at North Creake
ht of No 199 Sqn, and
re-equipping with Halifxes
perform Mandrel and Wi

tended o

The new squadrans

el

operations, leaving the more specialised

wask of signals investigacion and communications jamming w No 192

a fly Window and RCM missions as well).

Sqa {which condinued
The final H!hh\um o cansfer to No 10 U(vmn[‘w‘s he Australian-
ich switched from No ¢

up in December

ped wil
nming

as above the fusclage and

1944. The unit mnwd fro

m Diriffield w Foulsham and re-equi
Halifises modified to carry the new Aivbome Cigar radas

cquipment, with twa prominent mas: anten

1ed with the American Piperack
¢ of Mandvetcovering the 60-93 MHz range
220 Lie
German nighefighters, operaced),

another below, Some 2 nmﬁwcw-lm‘

system, which was a deriv

(the bands in which the FuG

Btenstein radas, carried by many

e Main
fram the real sarget, and inco the pacrol areas

Typicelly. Windone-carrying Halifaxes would feintaway from the

Toree todr

w fighters away

of friendly Mosquitoes, Iu fore withdrawing behind the Marndref screen.

the Main Force

Meanwhile, Airborne Cigar would be used 1o seree

bombers [iom enemy radar.
No 100 G

“spoof” raids 1o

As the German defences crumbled,

roup'’s operations

increased in tempo, with the Halifaxes fyin her over-

strecch the disintegrating Ge:

an nightfighter arm. Somerimes, the

number of Bamber Stpporcaircraft sent out was grearer than the number

afheavy bombers. For example, on the night of 22/23 February 1945, 35

Lancasters aracked raitway viaducrs, 86 Mosquit went to Berlin,

Bremen and Efure and 23 Mosquito nightfighters went out on patrol.

These aircraft were supported by no less than 43 Bomber Suppore

platforms, most of them Halifues!

The Halifax also g
East, No 1341
Elint role ustil the end of hostilicie

partin electronic warfare missions in the F

light farming ac Digri in May 1945, and operating in the
ed o transport

when it cransfer

operations.

s after the
ily with the newly-formed Radio Warfare Establishs

Halifases continued in use for Bomber Support operac

war, prim,

tat
Watton, This unic formed from the nucleus lefe by No 192 Sqn when it
dishanded. The last Ha harge in Felruary 1947,

1xes were struck offs

Many Foulsham-based Hali
wore stylish (though often s
risqué] nose-art. SLEEPY Gal
decarated the nose of a No 192 San
Halifax during early 1945

{Gp Capt Jack Short via Martin
Bowman)

ahtly
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CHAPTER SEVEN

80

ATRBORNE FORCES
AND TRANSPORT

he mass use of paratroops proved to be such a success during

Hitler's Blitakrieg of 1940 that it prompted the rapicl develop-
ment of a s

milar capebility in Britain, where ancient Whitleys

were pressed into service for parasroop dropping and glider-towing. The
Whitley served the
poor performance, but it soon became clear thar a replacement was

isborne Forces well in both roles, despite itsage and

nceded - not least 10 tow the huge new Hamilcar tan
ar SOE re
xes) the Airborne Forces Development Unit ac Ringway

arrying glider.
eived its first agent-

In October 1941 (the very month

dropping Hal

so received its first Halifax, R9435, which was modified with a similar

circular paratroop hatch. The unit quickly developed the sereamlined exit

cone, st ine retrieval winch and

The heavyweight Hamilcar could bo
towed aloft by a single Halifax, but

a5 this sequence shows, tests were
also conducted using a pair of tugs,
one of which would return to base.

after take-aff (via Or Alfred Price]

glider towing hook thar were
evenuually fitred to all Airborne
Five Halif
were on charge by December 1941

Forces Halifuxes es
and these were soon heavily engaged
in trials with the new Horsa and
Hamilcar g

lers,

he Halifax made its operational

debur as a glider tug on 17 Novem.-

ber 1942 when two No 38 Wing
aircraft towed two Horsa gliders

Norway for s Commando attack on

facillicies producing deuterium oxide
(‘Heavy Water') for the Nazi aromic
bomb programme. The first Horsa
crashed on landing, killing eight of
its 16 Royal Engineer accupants and
injuring four more. The latter were
exceuted by a German docror 2t the

scene, and the remainder captured

and executed ar a later date. The

second Horsa, and its occupants,
meta similar fate (four Commandos
were poisoned in hospical by the
Gestapo), while the Halifax crashed
into a ridge soon afier reles

g the
slider. The ‘Heavy Warer plant was

subsequently successfully attacke
by resistance and SOE personnel.

Halifaxes began to replace the




The AV was essantially a B V Serles
1A with a glider towing hook behind
the tailwheel and a paratroop hatch
in the lower fuselage

{wia Phit Jarrati)

Whitleys of No 38 Wing, Anny Co-operation Command, in February
1943, firsc with No 295 Sqn. This unic flew glider towing, leaflet-
dropping and even ‘straight’ bombing sorties, completing a number of
operations, including an actack ona French transformer station at Discre
on 19120 February. The unir soon had another task — ferrying cmpty
Horsas to Morch Africa for use in the Sicilian invasion in May/Tune 1943,

ilost went via Potreatl o Sald, in Moroceo, with Goastal Command
navigarors amached 1o the unit to ensure accurare navigation on the long
and arduous over-wacer flight. There were a number of incidents, with
Hossas being forced 1 cast off and ditch, most natably on 14 June, when
a Halifus/Horsa combination was attacked by two Focke-Wulf Fw 200
Condors. The glider cascoff and ditched, and the Halifux was shot down.

Seven Horsa-towing xes participated in the initial assault on
Sicily on 9/10 July {Operation Laeibroke), and five more in Operadon
Fussian on 13114 July, which was che lsc airborne assaule of the

campaign. One Halifux was shot down by flak on the larter aperation, but
several of the gliders teached their targets. Under Operation Elaborare,
No 295 Sqn condinued ferrying gliders o Norch Adtica. On 17 Seprem-
ber, one combination was attacked by abour eight Ju 885 The ghider pilat
unsclfishly cast off, and the Halifox {piloted by Flg OIf Norman) then
successfilly evaded the Ju 88, suswining major damage bur making it co
itsdestination. The Halifu Left behind ane Ju 8 in the water, downed by
Set Grant - the rear guaner subsequently won a DEM for his kill

“The last combination efi for Salé on 23 September,and in Ocraber No
295 Sqn began conversion to the Albemarle. Ten of its Halifax crews were
posted to form the nucleus of the new No 298 Sqn's A Flighs, with 12
from No 297 forming B Flight, The new unit formed ar Tarean Rushton
with 17 Halifax A Vs {and seven Horsas) an 4 Movember. By thisime No
38 Wing had hecome No 38 Group, with the single Halifix squadron
irlings ancl four more of Albemarles

Training with the massive Hamilcar began Jater that month, and the
squadran ako wrialled freight pannicrs and the carriage of jeeps and 75
mm guns slung in the former bomb-bay, The Halifax crews also gor used
o dropping larger and larger sticks of paratroops (reaching 30 in
numbez), al in preparation for the invasion of mainland Europe.

augmented by four squadrons of
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CHAPTER SEVEN

No 298 Sqn grew harger and larger, unril an 16 March 1944 the unir's
C Fligh splic off w form the nucleus of No 644 Sqn — each unit had an
escablishment of 18 Halifases (3lus two spares). The aizeraft were retro-
fieced with Geeand Rebecea Mk IT 1o allow more accurare navigazion, and
the early trauble-prone Merlin XX engines were replaced by more reliable
Merlin 225, although the re-engining proceeded slowly, with only 23
aircraft powered by the new powerplant by the end of March 1944, Only

ar.

Merlin 22 engined alreraft were cloared to tow the corpulent Ham

On the eve of Operarion Grerlord, six Halifases towed Hossas which
captured the bridges over the Orne river and the Gaen canal, and then
made a diversionary bombing acack on @ cement works ar Caen. On
D-Day itself, each of the o Halifas unies taweel 15 Horsas an a pair of
Hamilcars acrass the Channel in the morning, One Halifax was shor

dawn, but its Ne 298 Squ erew were recovered. Later that day, the units
parcicipated in Operarion Mallard, cach wwing 15 Hamilears and a sin-
gle Horsa to reinforce the Airborne troops already in France. No 298 Sqn
lostanother Halifa, but the crew successfilly ditched in the Channel
Berween 10 and 27 June, the Halifaxes of No 38 Group flew an
intensive shuttle of resupply flights, somerimes dropping cargo by

pasachuce, sometisnes tsing supply-laden glders. On one occison, &
Hal
beachthead airstrip. The squadrons continued to fly sesupply missions

x even towed a Hamilear stuffed with Spitfire mainplanes 1o a

chroughout the lare summer ancl autumn, but were also heavily commic-
wed to suppording SAS and SOE groups operating behind enemy lines.
The Halifuxes played a major part in the ill-fated operation (Masker

A Merlin 22-engined Halifax A V.
Iwith four-bladed praps| snarls
along with a GAL Hamilcar floating
serencly behind. Both aircralt are
bedacked with D-Day stripes

Ivia Aeroplane)




Tarrant Rushton seen during the D-
Day afternoon, with the Halifaxes of
MNos 298 and 644 Sqns lined up
flanking the runway, on which are
arrayed two Horsas and 30
Hamnilcars. More gliders are
dispersed elsewhere on the field. A
handful of the Halifaxes still have
‘thres-bladed propellers, but they are
already a rarity [via Aeroplane)

Mare Halifax A 5s seen at Tarrant
Rushton on D-Day. '9U" codes
belong to No 644 Sqn, and ‘8T to
Mo 298 Sqn. All the aircraft have
nose-mounted 'scare guns’

tvia Avraplanc)

Garden) intended o seize and hold the bridge over the Rhine at Aroherm,
ion nevertheless
saw the transport of 4500 men, 95 gunsand 544 Jeeps by glider to a point
60 miles behind the enemy frondine. No Halifixes were lost during the
operation, although many were hit by flak.

“The two No 38 ad by then started re-cquipping
with Hercules-powered A T1ls and A VIIs, thus allowing the Albemarle-
equipped Nos 296 and 297 Sqns to re-equip with their surplus A Vs,
These units used Merlin-powered A Vs unil February 1945, when they
re-cquipped with A I1Ts. By the time of Operation Varisy, Nos 298 and
644 Sqns at Woodbridge and Nos 296 and 297 Sqnsat Earl's Colne oper-
ared A Ills - No 298 Sqn could also boast seven new A VIIs. This com-
bined force was used to tow 72 Horsas and 48 Hamilcars (mainly towed
ransporting members of the US 6th Aitborne Division
ve Halifaxes were lost to flak, but the
operation was & great success, as were subseque

in Holland. A well-publicised failure, the Arnhem opera

roup Halifax units

he landing zones near Wesel.

+ re-supply missions.

cly following the German surrenders in both Denmark and
» Halifaxes {in
British troops to oversee the transition back ra local concrol (Oper-

ne last few A Vs still in use) were used to

luding

tions Schnapps and Doomsday, respectively). The Halifie was destined to
remain the workhorse of the Airborne Forces, continuing ro serve until
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CHAPTER SEVEN

replaced by the Hastings tn 1948.
Thete was even 4 new, improved
Airborne Forces variane, the A IX,
but postvar use of die aireraft lies
outside the seope of this book

FAR EAST SERVICE
1 Ocraber 1944, two HalilecA 11Ls
had been deployed to India for rrials
in the Far East Alrborne Forces role, and they proved o be remarkably
successful despire the very high temperasures encountered. Interestingly,
the Hali
airframesshrank, distorted o cracked in the hear, The aircrafeserved with

towed, whose wooden

wces held up berrer than the gliders th

No 1577 Flight, which had previously evaluated the Lancaster and Hali-
fax BV in Indian conditions, finding the Merlin-powered Halifax to be
far superior, although ‘ever-finned” and with a tendency o ‘weathercock”
due o it big rectangular

al surfaces. Following the glider-towing
trials, No 1577 Flight continued to operate in the Aitborne Fosces role,
primarily towisg heasily-laden Hamilcars thraughour India,

With the end of hostilities in Europe, 24 tropicalised Halifax A VT of
o 298 Sqn (all fitted swich the carky, Aush-firting, 3000-Ib venual freighe
panniers) were flown out to Raipur in July 1943, having originally been

intended 1o form parr of Tiger Force for the planned assault on Japan
Fortunately. the need for this was removed by the dropping of atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasali, which prompred an immediace

apanese surrender, saving thousands [ead quite probably millions) of
lives. The Halifioces were re-fitted with the bigger 8000-ll panniess soon
after asriving in Indiz. From September, the squadron mansferred from
the Airhorne Forces role ta mare general wansport duies.

The undertaking of straightforward ranspartation flights was by no
w0 the Halifxx. Four time-expired B 15 had been locally
converced as freighters at No 144 MU, Maisons Blanche, for transport
dutes in North Africa, where they proved 1o be esp
carrying oussired loads

means ne

My useful for

1o engines and fighter fuselages) in the former
bomb-bay. Subsequendy, a more sophisticated transport version was
created in the UK through the conversion of surplus B 111 bombers into
C I configuration.

The first of these aircraft equipped C Flight of No 246 Sqn, before
being handed aver to No 187 Sqn at Merryficld in March 1945, The type
alsowent 1o No 96 Sqn ac Lecanficld, befare boch units began conversion.
to Dakotas in March/April 1945, The eranspor: Halifa C VIand C VI
would continue to sce service with the pastwar RAF,

This No 644 Sqn A V bears signs of
intensive use in support of the
D-Day landings. The aireraft has a
mission tally consisting of the
Altbome Farces’ Pegasus insignia in
miniature (via Phil Jarcett)

The final wartime Airbarne Halifax
was the A VI, shawn here, The
aircraft was basically an "Airborne’
conversion of the B VIl bamber
[Author's Collection]




COASTAL
COMMAND

t has been famousl

y claimed thar a single four-engined bomber
diverted to Coastal Command did 20 times as much damage to
Germany's economy and war machine than it would have done

remaining employed on Main Farce bombing missions, This view is

probably accurate, and has come to be widely accepted, but that was £

from the case at the ime. As with other non-Bomber Command oufits,
Caastal Command
‘Bomber' Harris's resentment of what he saw as pezipheral ‘side-shows’.

nitially stuggled to ger hold of Halifaxes due ro
Butas thewar drew on, the usefulness of Coasal Command in fighting

the U-baats and ensuring the safizty of the convoys became steadily more

ught far out in the Alanric and
he Bay of Biscay, result
Command’s limited force being grearly over-stretched.
Therefore, fiom Ocrober 1942 Bomber Command Halifix and
Lancastes units were temporarily attached to Coastal Command, The first
of these detachments, to Beaulicu, were made by Nos 158 twith five
Halifixes) and 405 Sqns (with 15). No 158 Sqn retwrned to Bomber Com-
arch 1943, acacking
several U-baas and a number of French harbours daring its tour of dury.

apparent, The anti-U-boar war was

from the Norwegian Coast to south of gin the

mand in December, but No 403 remained unil

&

These temporary tours marked only 2 beginning, In the face of

disapproval and hostiliry from Hareis, the Command gained owo of its

own Halifax unics, wi ‘_\I(:\$dmd.‘\'o_i[lz&]mrradmgu:|||::\r‘\nr1<m
Whitleys for Halifex B 1Is in December 1942 and January 1943,
were fitted with ASV 11T search radar from
February itive radar warning recciver, Banzer. With full
Coastal Comumane modifications, the aircraft became GR 115,

Asmed with six 250-1h depth charges, and firted with addicional fucl
tnks in the homb-bay, Halifixes flew long-range ASW pacrols —

respectively, The air

aswellas the p

especially over the Bay of Biscay, where they were often met by German
long-range fighters. January 1943 saw the issue of an order which dictazed
thar all Cozstal Command Halifaxes would be
dark sea grey topsides, bur this order took some time to b

No 502 Sqn scored the first ____

ainted whire with extra
mplemented,

Four-bladed propellers identify this
aircraft as a GR i for Coastal
Command, despite the standard
Bomber Command camouflage.
Neither ASV radar nor a Prestan-
Grean ventral gun turret are fitted
{Author's callection)

submarine kill credited to the
Halifax o 29 March 1943, but the
I
our upon recurning o England
when unbroken cloud prevented
them from finding their base (at St
Eval, on the north Cormish coast],
No 58 Sqn
opened its score on 7 May 1943 by

successful crew was forced o b

or a suitable diversi

e |
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CHAPTER EIGHT

Halifax Met ¥ Series 1A LK9E was
issued to No 518 San in January
1944, and is sean here flying near its
Tiree base. The aircraft had an
axceptionally high demarcation
between its extra dark sea gray
topsides and its white
undersurlaces. (via Phil Jarrett]

sinking U-663. This proved 1o be
= - the first of three such kills for the
= unit that menth, wich U-528
following four days later and U-463
on 15 May, On 16 May, anather No
58 Sqn Halifax sank the [ralian
submarine Tuzzoli, Finally, on the
last day of the month the unieshared
in the destrucrion of U-563, which
was evencually finished off by a
second No 58 Sqn Halifux and Sunderlands from Nos 10 and 228 Sqas.

The Halifax was a relacively casy carget for enemy fighters, although it
sometimes proved ahle ra defend itself. In carky April 1943, for example,
aNo 58 Sqn aircraft fought off seven Ju 88s for 47 minutes, scoring hits
on three of the enemy aircraft before they broke off the engagement. The
Halifax rerurned o base with one bullet hole through the railplane and
three small dents on a wrret fairing, In the ineerests of increasing the
defensive armament of the Halifix, the aircraft was firted with a
nose-mounted 0.50-in machine gun from mid-1943, this proving

parciculacly useful for suppressing AAA from surfaced Usboars

Tactics were also refined throvghout the war, with some four-aiccraft
formations being flown, and wich extensive trials leading to an endurance
of 13 hours being set as the maximum, although at least one 18-hous
patrol was flown by the Coastal Command Development Unit. Trials
wete also conducted with rocket projectiles, and although successful,
these were nos adopted by frontline Halifex units.

On 5 December 1943, Mos 58 and 502 Sqns noved 1o St Davids, on
the Welsk: coast, where they formed a Halifax Wing wich che first Halifax-
equipped Metcorological unit at the nearby sacellite airfield at Brawdy.

Operations continued much as before uneil August 1944, with
antisubmasine pacrols, anti-shipping scrikes and armed reconnaissance
sorties. Targers then began w dry up in French waters, and the two
squadrons were re-deployed o Starnaway, in the Outer Hebrides. From
October, the squadions concentrated on night ant-shipping strikes in
the Kattegar and the Skaggerak, interdicting German shipping between
Germany, Denmark and Norway with some degree of success. Targets
were located using ASV, before Rareit attacks were made using the
proven combination of 600-1b bombs and the M XIV bombsight,

Increased German nightfighter acrivity forced Halifaxes to operate ac
lower altitudes (200 ft was the oprimum heighe), and this proved to be
effective, since fighters rarely pressed home attacks at such heights. Only
nine Halifses Filed to retusn from pasrols during the yeas, although
accidents accounted for several more, and there were many close scrapes’

Naos 58 and 502 Sqns finally replaced their Merlin-cngined Halifaxes
with Hercules-powered GR s in February and March 1945, and these
continued to fly intensively, primazily in the anti-shipping role. March
saw an all-time record of 101 actacks (resulting in the sinking of an esti-
mated 5998 rons) and ¢he loss of four aircraft, Successes and losses con-
tinued ac this frightening cempo unil May. Both units sunk their lasc
vessels on 3 May, and were disbanded together on the 25th of chat same
month,
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Accurare wearher forecasting had a

METEOROLOGICAL
HALIF}

al role to play in the planning of
all aperations, and the collection of
reliable dara ying
long-range sortics far out over the

ecessirated |
acean. The aircraft obtained care-
fully calibraced baromerric pressure
remperarure and humidiey readings, and made records of weather, cloud
and wind di nitially assigned to Ham-
pdens, but these were short-ranged, small, cramped and vulnerable, and
Na 518 Sqn re-cquipped with specially-modified Halifaxes at Stornaway
in July 1943, moving o

tion and strength. The role was

Tiree {an island basc off the west coast of
Scotland) in September. No 517 Sqn re-equipped with converted Halifax
B Vs (known as Met V) in August 1943, ac St Eval, and duly became the
fiest Meteorological Halifax squadron to fly operational sorties.

Mer Vs were converted by Cunlil
for accurate navigation, and werealso fitted with precision radio alimeters
and 3 psychrometer to measure temperature and humidiy. Some aircraft
fearured a B3 drifi meter, whilst others utilised ASV 11 radar.

Use of the Halifix allowed the employrent of specialist Meteoralogi

fe-Owen to operate Gee andfor Loran

cal Observers, frecing navigarors for the already challenging task. of
accurate navigation over water. No 517 Sqn flew a triangular ‘Epicure B’
route from Brawdy, timed for the terminal point to be reached at midday
and again at midnighe, while No 518 Sqn flew ‘straight-out-and-return’
flighes, known as

“Mercer’ ona track of 265°T vut 1o 700 nm from base.
I'he third Halifax Met squadron, No 520 at Gibsaltar, flew a similar

*out-and-back’ profile known as Mocturnal’. On these sorties, the aircraft
performed a series of stcp-climbs and descents o particular pressure lev-
els, and cook sea level readings cvery 100 nm. At the end of the leg, it made
a cireular climb o 22,000 fr. M

eseorological data was encoded and sent
back in five five-figure groups. No 518 Sgn later (from February 1944)
an add ment to fly a teiangular ‘Bismuth’ (270°T
for 550 nm, 045°T for 400 nm, then home!) with the apex near lecland.

The Halifax Met squadrons took great pride in fulfilling their commic-
ments whatever the weather, During 1944, for example, Mo 518 Sqa
only two days flying, and then only after artempting to getairborne, Only

received tonal comn

ost

one airctalt may have been lost to enemy action, but many more fell

victim to accidents or to the weather. Ac the end of the day, the Merlin

enginie was not suited 1o the role,

Anather view of LK368, this time
pictured at its Tireo hase after the
airborne photograph was taken. Ne
518 Sqn moved to Northern Irefand
shortly before the end of the war,
although this aircraft had
transferred to No 520 Sqn, in
Gibraltar, and bean lost fon 24
Movember 1944) by then

(via Phil Jarrett)

This Halifax Met V wears the "X3-
codes of No 517 San, but is seen
here in the Halifax graveyard a1
Raweliffe immediately after ¢
Unusually for a Metsorological
aircraft, it has a Preston-Graan
turret below the fuselage

{via Phil Jarrett]

which involved a long, high-boc

low rev ‘slog’ for
followed by a rapid climb. Return-
ing on three engines was common.
“The Halifax would have a role to
play in Coastal Command
Meteorological role for some ye:

ximum range,

the

s
after the was, but thar, as chey sey, is
anather story.
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CHAPTER NINE

he Halifiox was alceady in decline as the war drew to a close, with a
tual srandardisation on the Lancaster taking place within
Bamber Cormmand. The decision to replace the Halifux had been
nd was based on the combar record of the orig-

THE END
e

taken many years before,

inal Merlin-engined vessions. It certainly touk no account whatsoever of
the improved performance of the Hercules-engined Halif, or of the
reater versailicy and adaptability of the Handley Page acraplane.

Thus, by VE-Day, No 6 Group {which had been comprised solely of
14 Halifax units on 1 Janmary} had been reduced to five wholly Halifuc
equipped squadrons. Anather operated 21 Halifixes and one Lancast

(the st of many), while four more squadrons were fully equipped with
Lancasters, but still retained some Halif

s pending disposal, and four
11
. There can be livtle doubt thar No 4

e units had only Lancascecs on charge. I short, No 6 Group was
g all-Lan
Group would have followed suit Chadth

an the way o be

war lasted longer.
The insatiable appetite of Bomber Command's frondline squadrons for

TLangasters ensured thar No 100 Group, Coastal Command and the

Aiborme Forces continued o rely on the Halifix, which remeined in

production. In fact, the aircraft s capaciousand comfortable fusclage, and

excellent lang-range performance, made it the preferred choice for the

ECM, Elint, ASV, Meteoralogical and airborne roles, and the aircralt was

far from second-best. But once the war was aver, there wa

huge
ers and rather fower Halifaxes, and there was

numbers of surplus Lancas
great pressuze on all Cammands o standardise on the Lancaster, pending

1 ofthe Lincoln and Shackleton, and the firstjer bombers.
Ichough there was little argument diar che Halifi was a better
masitime patrol aircrafi than the Lancaster, th siderable logic
1 its stead once the war was over, The

the introducri

for the Lancaster w be adopted
Lancaster was rerained in the bomber and survey tolcs, while the related
York formed the backbane of Transport Command, and the Lincoln was
sclected as Bomber Command’s chosen interim bomber. In these

circumstances, many el th

to rewin another aircraf type for Coastal
Remark-
ably, though, Halifaxes did remain in service in Coastal Command, albeiz

Command, even ifit were marginally superior, madelirtle sen

Underwing serial numbers
reappeared soan after the end of
the war, as seen on this B VI

The Halifax bomber itsell
disappeared from the scene very
rapidly, aithough the type remained
in Goastal Command service and

in the Airborne Forces role for
some years (via Phil Jarrett]




The Halifax also enjoyed a brief
postwar career in eivil markings.
This is one of BOAC's Haltans -
other Halifaxes served with smaller
oparators, most notably during the
Berlin Airlift

For many years it was supposed
that the Halifax had disappeared
without trace. Then, in July 1973,
Mo 35 Sqn's W1048/TL-S" was
recovered from a Norwegian Lake
for display in the RAF Museum.
Another Norwegian Lake gave up a
later Halifax, which s now being
restored for display in Canada, and a
third Halifax has been created from
various parts salvaged from crashed
aircraft, a Hastings wing and new-
built components (via Phil Jarrett)

in diminishing numbars, and only
in the Metearological reconnais-
sance ole. The last Coastal Com-
mand Halifus, Mor 6 RG841, made
its final operational flight {fiom
Gibraltar to No 48 MU at Hawar-
den) aslare as 17 March 1952,

The advantages of the Halifux in
the aithorne role, and in 'hot and

high' condirions, were even more
conclusive, When Ne 617 Sqn's Lancasters and No 298 Squ's Halifuxes
operated side-by-sice in India, it was found that the fomer were sa prane
toover-heacing that they had 1o et take-offclearance prior o starting up,
and had to he parked near the runway - Halifixes had no such poblems,
The A VI and A TX were thus rerined until the inuoduction of the
Hastings, and the last examples did nor disappear from the frontline until
Ocrober 1948. Civil-registered Halifaxes alsa played a part in the Beclin
Airlife, while small numbers of RAF
development, rsining andl test units until 1954, Coincidentally, this was
alsor the year thar the Pakistani air force retired the last of its Halifax
bombers sed on in Egyprian service.
It Is inceresting 1o specalue on what might have happened to the
Halifix had the atomic bormbs not been dropped, Tiger Force (¢he Force
setup for the end of the war in the Pacific) was o have used Lancasters,

ircraft served with Airborne Forees

though s handiul may have ling

bus the clear superioriy ofthe Halifts in hot conditians could easily have
farced, or prompred, a change. But it was not to be, and no Halifases sur-
vived inservice long enough for anyene to realise tha it would be good ro
save anc for postesity, By contrast, the French Navy and RCAF retained
Lancastets into the 1960s, ensuring that some were saved for museums.

Fortunately, two Halifixes have been recavered from lakes in Norway
for museum display, one of which resides in unrestored condition in the
RAF Museum ac Hendon. The second alscraft is presently being
painstakingly rescored for che RCAF Memorial Museum ac Trenton,
Finally, & third ‘Halifix' forms the centrepicce of the Yorkshire Air
Museum ar Elviagron, thisaircraft being comprised of pordons of several
different crashed Halifexes, wogether with newly-buile sectians and the
madified wing ofa Handley Page Hascings.
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APPENDIX A
HALIFAX UNITS

The RAF's frontling Halifax units are listed balow, with
farmation date, essignment, dates of recaiving new
varlants (and dates to which these variante served),
together with movements and fates. Postwer histories
ara not detailed, end postwar and training/second-line
units are listed without mevement and variznt details

wh

o 10 Sgn [ SHINY TEN

12/41, No 4 Gpbomb sqnwith B 11842} anc B {37441 at
Leeming (ex-Whitley]. 7/42-8/42 dst 0 Agir, 8/42 to
Meloourne. 3/44 8 11l {5/451. To Transport Commiznd
715145, Codes ZA- §

o 35 (MADRAS PRESIDENCY?) SGN

11/40, No 4 Gp bamb sqn with B 1{2/42) at Boscombe:

Down. 1174010 Leeming, 12/40to Lintan-on-Ouse. 10741

BII[1/44].8/42 Mo 8 PFF) Gp, Graveley. 10/42 B (3/24),
/44 Lancaster. Codes TL-

No 47 00

9748, postwar Transport Command Squadron formed
through re-numasring of No 644 Sgn. Re-equipped with
Hastings 10/48. Codes MOHD-

Mo 51 80K

11442, No 4 Gp bomb sgn with B Il [1/44] at Snaith
[ex-Whitley). 1/44 B lll (5/45). To Transport Command
779045, Codes MH- LK- (G FIt and C6-(C Flt)

Mo 58 8ON -

12742, Mo 19.Gp ASY son with GR 11 {3/45). 3/43 10 St Fval
(Mo 19 Gp}, 6/43 to Helmsley South, 12/23 to St Davids,
9734 to Stornoway (No 18 Gpl. 3/45 GR 11l Disbanded
29/5/45. Codes BY-

Mo 76 SAN

5/41, No 4 Gp bomb sgn with B1({3/42) at Linton lex-C FIt,
Wo 35 Sgn). 6/41 to Middleton St Gzorge. 10/41 B Il
13/43). MEAF clet absorbed by No 462 San, 9/42. 9/42 to
Linton-on-Ouse. 2/43 B V [2/44). 6/43 to Holme on

| 33

Spalding Moor. 1/44 B 11l (4/45}, 3/45 B VI (5/45)
To Transport Command 7/5/45. Codes WMP-

o 77 SN
10/42, No 4 Gp bomb sqn with B Il {6/44) at Elvington
[ex-Whitley). 4/44 BV (5/44]. 5/44 to Full Sutton, B IIl
(3/45). 3745 B VI {8/45. To Transport Command 7/5/45
Codes KN-

o 78 50N

/42, No 4 Gp bomb sgn with B Il {1/44) at Croft
(ax-Whitley). 6/42 1o Middieton $t Gearge, 9/47 to
Linton-on-Ouse, 5/43 to Breighton. 1/44 B Il {4/45}, 4/45
BW1(7/45). To Transport Command 7/5/45. Codes EY-

N 96 50N
12/44, Transport Command sgn with G 11l {4/45] at
Leconfield. 3/45 to Cairo West, 4/45 Dakota, Codes BH-

Mo 102 [ CEYLON') SON

12/41, No 4 Gp bomb sqn with B Il (3/44) at Dalton
{ex-Whitlzy). 6/42 to Topcliffe, 8/42 1o Pocklington. 3/44
B Il {2/45). 2/45 B V1 {9/45). To Transport Command
7/5/45. Codes DY-

No 103 50N
7742, No 1 Gp bomb sqn with B 1l (10/42} at Elsham
Walds, 10/42 Lancastar. Cades PM-

No 113 SON

9748, postwar Transport Command Squadron formed
through re-numbering of Mo 820 Sqn. Disbanded 5/47
Codes MOHC-

o 130 SON

/41, No 3 Gp mixed Special Duties sqn, added B lls
18/44) at Newmarket. 12/41 to Stradishall, 3/42 to
ampsford. 1/43 BV (8/44). 8/44 Stirling IV Cades NF-

No 148 50N

Mediterranean Air Command mixed Special Duties
sqn, added B 11 (5/45) at Gambut. 4/43 to Derna, 9/43 |
to Tocra, 1744 to Brindisi. 7/44 B VV (5/45). Postwer
standardised on Liveratar. Codes FS-




Mo 156 80N

B/42. No 4 Gp bomb sqn with B 11 {12/43) at Fast Moor
[ex-Wellingtan]. 11/42 to Rufforth, 2/43 1o Lissett. 12/43
B Ill {5/45) 4745 B VI (5/45). To Transport Command
7/5/45. Cordas NP-

No 161 SQN

/42, No 3 Gp Special Duties sqn, added B lls {12/42]
at Tempsford, 10/42 B Y (10/44). 10/44 continued with
Hudsan and Stirling IV. Codes hMA-

No 171 SON
10744, Mo 100Gp ECM sgn, added B IIBS){7/45) at North
Crezke. Disbarced 7/45, Codes BY- and EX-

Mo 178 SON

/43, Meditzrranean Air Command bomb sqn, addad Blls
[to Libarator Il) at Hosc Raui {Ghemines). 9/43 replaced
Halifexes with Liberator lll. Codes unknown

Mo 187 S0N
2745, Transport Command sqn with C 1l {from Halifax Fit,
MNa 748 Sgn) at Merryfield. 3/45 Dakota. Codes unknown

o 190 SOM

5745, No 38 Gp Transport/Glider Towing sqn with & Ill
and VIl {1/46) at Great Dunmow (ex-Stirling IV). 1/46
renumbered No 235 Sgn. Codes G5-, L9- and 6S-

o 182 SON

3/23, Mo 3 Gp ECM/Elnt sqn, added B 0l (7/43)
(to Wellington/Mosquital at Gransden Ladge. 4/43 to
Faltwell {No 2 Gp. 7/43 B V {3/44). 11/43 to Foulsham
[No 100 Gp). 3/44 B 1IIIBS) (B/45). 8/45 dishanded into
CSE Codes OT

Mo 198 50N
/45, Mo 100 Gp ECM sn, added B Il {to Stirling) at
Morth Creake. 7/46 disbandec. Codes EX-

Mo 202 SOM

10746, postwar Coastal Command Met recce sqn formed
through re-numbaring of No 518 Sqn at Aldergrove
Codes ¥3-

Mo 224 SON
3448, postwar Coastal Command Met racee sgn formed

at Aldergrove, took over No 202 San det at Gibraltar
Last RAF Halifax sgn. Codes XB-

No 246 SN

11/44, Transpart Command sqn with C 111 {3/45). Added
to Liberator {from No 511 Sgn nucleus). Replacad by
Liberator, York, Skymaster. Coces unknawn

Ny 285 50N

2/43, No 38 Wing (Army Co-oparation Command)
glider tug sqn with Halifax & ¥ (11/43] at Nethsravon
{ex-Whitley). 5/43 10 Holmsley South, 6/43 to Hurn
Converted to Albemarles 10/43. Codes 6E- and B7-

Mo 285 5N

1746, postwar Transport Command glicer tug sqn with
Halifax AVl formed through re-numbaring of Na 190 Sqn
4746 re-numbered as Mo 297 Sqn. 9447 ra-formed at
Fairford with A 9. 10/48 cisbanced. Codes unknown

No 296 SON L

9744, Allied Expeditionary Air Force (Mo 38 Gp) glider tug
sqn with Halifax A V (2/45) at Brize Norton [ex-
Albemarle). /44 ta Earles Colne. 2/45 Halifax A1l |1 /46),

17745 AVII{1/48]. 1/46 distanded, Cades 7C- and SW-

No 257 SON =

10744, Allied Expeditionary Air Force {No 38 Gl glider tug
sqnwith Halifax AV (2/45) at arls Colne iex-Albamarle]
2745 Halifax A NIl (4/46), 12/85 A VIl (4/45). 4/a6
disbanded. Codes L5- and P5-

No 297 80N =
4/46, postwar Transport Command
Halifax A VIl formed thraugh re-numbering of No 295 Sqn
Re-equipped with HP Hastings 10/48. Codas MOHA-

No 288 50N

11743, No 38 Wing lArmy Co-operation Command) glider
tug sqn with Halifax A V (11744} at Tarrant Rushton (ex-
285 Sqn CFIt). 9/44 Halifax A 111 [7/45), 3/45 AVII(12/48),
7745 to India. 12/4G disbanded. Codes AA-and 8T-

N 307 | POMERANIAN') SON

11/44, Meditenranean Allied Air Forces special duties
sgn with B 11, BV {3/45) at Brindisi (ex-No 1586 FIt). 4/45
10 Blackbushe ta re-equip with Warwick. Codes unknown

$371aN3ddV
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No 301 {POMERANIAN'| SON
1/46, pastwar Transport Command sgn with C VIl
[ex-Warwick). Cades GR-

No 304 [ SILESIAN') SON
5/46, pastwar Transport Command sgn with C VIl
[ex-Werwick) Codes CD-

No 348 SOM (GB /73 GUYENNG

544, No 4 Gp Free French bomb sn with BV [B/44) at
Elvinglon 6/24 B 11 {4745, 3/45 B VI (11745, 1045
1o Bordeaux-Merignac, 11/45 transferrsd to Asméa
de £AIr Cades H?-

Nio 347 SQN{GB /25 TUMSIE)

6794, Mo 4 Gp Free Franch bemb sqn with B [B/24] at
Elvington. 7/44 B Il {4/45), 3745 B VI [11/45). 10/45 ta
Bordeaus-Merignac, 11745 transferad lo Armée o 'Air
Codes LB-

Mo 405 [ VAMCOUVER') SGM, RCAF

| 4742, Na 4 Gp Canadian bamb son with 8 1l (8/43) at

Pocklingran. 8/42 to Topcliffe, 10/42 to Beaulieu
{Goastal Command), 1/43 transferred to No 6 (ACAF Gp
on farmation, 3443 to Topcliffe, 3/43 to Leeming. 4/43
o Gransden Lodge (Mo 8 Gpl. 8/43 re-cquipped with
Lancaster. Codes LO-

Ml 408 (GODSE') SON, RCAR

8/42, Na 5 Gp Canadian bomb sqn with BV [12/42] 2t
Leeming {ex-Hampden). 12/42 B 1l [10/43). 1/43 No &
[RCAF] Gp 8743 to Lintan-on-Ouse. 10/43-9/44 operated
Lancaster 1 9/44 B |1l (2/45), 9744 B W11 {5/35), 545 cv'dd
to Lancaster. Codes EO-

Mo 415U SWORDFSH') SR, ROAF

/44, Mo 8 [RCAF) Gp Canadian bomb sqn with B 111{5/45)
&t Fast Moor. 3745 B VIl 15/45) 5/45 disbanded. Codes
6U-

Mo 419 MODSE'} SOR, RCAR

11442, Mo 4 Gp Canadian bomb sgn B Il (#/44} at
Croft. 11742 1o Middieten St Georga. 1743 No 8 (RCAF)
Gp. 3/44 10 Lencester, Coves Vil-

o 420" SMOWY DVWL) SON, REAF
12423, No 6 {RCAF) Gp Canadian bomb sqn with B 11

{5/45) at Tholthorpe ex-Wellington]. 4,46 to Lancaster.
Codes PT-

Mo 424 [ TIGERY SON, RCAR

12/43, Nc 6 (RCAF) Gp Canadian tomb sgn with B Il
{1/46) ar Skipon-on-Swale {ex-Wellington). 1/45 1o
Lancaster. Codes (8-

Mo 425 CALDUETTE R S0ON, ROAF

12443, Mo 8 IRCAF) Gp Canadian bomb sqn
{5/45] at Tholthorpe (ex-Wellingtan]. 5/45 1o La
Cadas KW-

Ma 426 1 THUNDERBIRD ) SON, ACAR

4¢44_No & [RCAF] Gp Canadian bomb sqnwith 5 11i8/44]
at Linton-on-Ouse {ax-lancastar Il 6/44 B VI [5/45),
12/44 B Il 5/45) 5/25 0 Lancaster Codes DW-

Mo 427 (LION') SON, ACAF

543, Mo 8 {RCAF} Gp Canadizn bomb sgn with BV (2/44]
at Leeming {ex-Wellingtonl. 1/42 B 11l (3/45) 345 to
Lancaster. Cores 7L-

Mo 4284GHOST') SON, RCAF

643, No 8 {RGAR Gp Canadian bomb sqn with B {1/44)
atMiddleton St George fex-Wellinglon). 11/43 B11{5/44),
/04 to Lancaster, Codes NA-

Mo 429 1'3IS0N) SON, ACAR

B8/43, No 8 (ACAF) Gp Canadian bomb sqn with B 11{1/44)
at Leeming {ex-Wellington]. 11743 B V (37441, 3/44 B Il
(3/45). 3/45 1o Lancaster, Cades AL-

D431 (RODUDISI SON, ACAR

7/43, No 8 (RCAFI Gp Canadian bomb sqnwith B Y [4/44)
at Thalthorpe (ex-Wellingran). 12/43 1 Croft. 2/44 B Il
(107445, 10744 1o Lancaster, Cades SE-

e 432 FLEASIDE' SN, RCAF

2744, Mo 8 [RCAF| Gp Canadian bemb sgn with B 111 [7/24)
at East Moor [ex-Lancaster [ 7/44 B VIl (5/45]. 545
dishanded. Cadas 00-

o 433 [‘PORCUPINE) SON, HCAF
/43, No 8 {RCAF) Bp Canadian bemb s with B [1/45]

| al Skiptor-en-Swels (revdy-formed) 1745 ta Lancastar

Cades B-




o 434 ‘ELUENOSE'] SON, RCAF

6/43, No 8 (RCAF) Gp Canadian bomb sqn with B Y [4/44)
at Thalthorpe (newly-formad|. 12743 to Croft. 5/44 B Ill
(12/24).12/44 to Lancaster. Codes IP-

Mo 460 SON, RAAF

8/42. No 1 Gp RAAF bomb sqn with B Il [10/42) at
Breighton (ex-Wellingten). Conversionabandoned before
sqn could become operational, and converted ta
Lancaster instzad. Codes UV-

o 457 50N, RAAF

9/42, Middlz East Command RAAF bomb sgn with B Il
12/44) at Fayid [from 10/227 and 76/462 dets) To LGs
237, 08, 187, 237, 167, Soluch, Gardabia, Hosc Raui,
Terria and El Adem. 2/44 re-numbersd &s Na 614 Sqn
Reformed B/24 with B 111 {3/45) at Driffield a3 Ma 4 G
RAAF sqn 12/44 ransferred to No 100 Gp as ABC jam-
ming sgn, moved toFoulsham. 8/45 disbanded. Cades 75-

Mo 466 SON, RAAF

9743, Ne 4 Gp RAAF bomb sqn with B 11 [11/43] at
Leconfield (ex-Wellingtonl. 11/43 B Il (5/45]. 6/44 to
Driffield, 5/45 B W1 (B/25]. Ta Liberatar. Codes HO-

o B0Z ['ULSTER'} 3ON

2743, No 19 Gp ASV sgn with GR 11 {3/45]. 3/43 ta St Eval
{Mo 19 Gp). 6/43 to Halmsley South, 12743 1o St Davids,
8744 to Stomoway (Mo 18 Gp). 3/45 CR Il Dishandey
25/5/45. Codes ¥ G- and V8-

Mo 511 SON

12742, Lyneham Transport Command sgn, used B 11 for
less than one month alengside Liberator and Albemarle.
Cades unknown

Mo 517 SOK

11743, Coastal Command Mo 19 Gp Met recee sqn with
Met V [6/45] at St Davids [ex-Hudson, Hampden,
Fortress). 2/44 ta Brawdy, 3/45 Met|Il. 11745 to Chivenar
6746 disbanded. Codes X9-

Mo 516 50N

7443, Coastal Command No 18 Gp Mat recee sqn with
Met V [6/45] at Starnoway. 8/43 to Tirze, 3/45 Met Il
842510 Aldergrove. 3/48 GR 8. 10/48 re-numberad as No
202 Sqn. Codes V3~

Mo 518 50N
B/45, postwar Cozstal Command Met recee sqnwith hMet
Il Disbandad 5/46. Codes 29-

o 520 50N

2/24, Coastal Command Na 18 Gp Met recce sqn with
el ¥{5/45)at Gibraltar [with Hudsen, Gladiator, Spitfire
etc.). 546 Met I11. 4446 disbanded. Codes 2M-

Mo 521 SON
12745, postwar Coastal Command Met recee sqn with
Iet IIl. Disbandad 3/46. Cotes 50-

No 578 SON
1744, No 4 Gpbomb sanwith BII13/25] at Snaith (ex-CFlz
Mo 51 Sgnl. 2/44 10 Burn. 4/45 disbanded Cades LK-

No 614 COUNTY OF GLAMORGAN') QN

Weditarranean Allied Air Forces bomb sgn with B11(3/25]
at Celore (re-numbered from Mo 4872 Sql. 549 1o
Stomara, 7/44 to Amendola. Gradually replaced from
68744 by Liberator, Codes unknoum

Mo 620 0N

5445, postwear Transport Command glider tug son with A
VII. To Aqir. Re-numberad as No 113 San. Codes D4-and
Q5-, and postwar MOHC-

No 624 SON

9743, Meditaranean Air Command mixed Special Duties
son, added B 11{8/44) st Blida. 9743 BV (2/44) 12/43 to
Tocra, 8444 dishanded. Codes unknown

o 840 80N
1742, Mo 4 Gpsgnwith B Il [3/45) at Leconfield [from C Fit
No 158 Sqn). 3/45 B V1 {5/45). 5/45 dishanded. Codes C6-

Mo 644 50N

/44, Allied Expeditionary Air Force (Mo 38 Graupl glider
Tug san with AV {11/44] &t Tarrant Rushton (from No 298
St nucleus) 10/24 & 1I1[B/45), 3/45 A YIH{9/46). 12/45
Qastina. B/2B A [X. 9/46 re-numbered as No 47 Sgn.
Codes 2P-and 9U-, and postwar MOHD-

Mo 18 FEARY LNIT
Used Halifax and other types postwar from Dunkeswell,
prosably unti! £/46. Codes unknown
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No 21 HEAYY GLIDER CONVERSION UNIT

2745, Horsa glider training unit formed al Brize Norton
Woved immadiately to Elsham Wolds with Halilex tugs
from 2/46. To Morth Lutfennam 12246 Dishanded 12/47
Codes FEP-, FEQ-, FER-, FES- and FET-

Mo #2 HEAVY GLIDER CONVERSION UMIT
Briefly used one Halifax at Blakeheath Farm before that
type concentrated in No 21 HGCU. Codas unknown

1o 28 HALIFAX CONVERSION FLIGHT
11/41, formed with 81 at Leconfield. 1742 combined with
107 CF to form No 1852 CU. Codes unknown

1o 107 HALIFAR COMVERSION FLIGHT

12441, authority to formwith B | at Leconfisld. Mo aircraft
before 1442, when cembined with Mo 28 GF 1o ferm No
1652 CU. Cades unknown

Mo 241 0CU
1748, re-designated from Mo 1665 HTCU. Received A X
anfarmation. Wy early 1949 Codes unknown

Mo 301 SPECIAL DUTIES FLIGHT

7/43. formed with B ¥ at Tempsford by re-designating
Pelish flight of Mo 138 Sgn. 1743 to Tunis (Mo 344 Wing),
then to Brindisi. 10/44 re-designated Na 1586 FIt. Codes
urknewn

Mo 301 FERRY TRAINING UNIT
942, first Halifaxes received at Lyneham. 3/44 1o
Parshore. Absoroad by No 1 Ferry Unit. Cades unknown

Na 1331 HEAVY TRANSPORT COMVERSIGM UNIT
12/46, formed fram Halifax Training Unit at Dishforth
Absorbed by Mo 241 DCU 1748, Codes unknown

No 1332 HEAVY TRAMSPORT CONWERSION UNIT

1145, absorbad Halifax A VIl of No 1685 HTCU upon
mowe 1o Dishforth, Became Mo 247 OCU, Codes VY- and
QG-

No 1333 TRANSPORT SUPPORT TRAINING UNIT

10745, equipped with A VIl an move to Syerston. Became
Mo 1333 HTSTU. 11446 A IX. 7/47 to North Luffenhiam.
Disbanded 1/48, aircraft transferred 1o Mo 247 OCU.
Codes ODY-

Mo 1341 BOMBER SUPPORT FLIGHT

12444, formed West Kirby, B I1[BS). 2/45 o Digri, India.
5¢45 amalgamated with No 159 Sqn (Liberatars). 10745
dishanded. Codes unknawn

ez 1361 METEDROLOGICAL FLIGHT
2496 postwar Met unit. Aircralt and crews wansferred 1
Mo 521 Son. Codes unknown

Mo 1361 TRANSPORT CONVERSION FLIGHT
2746, possitle intanded ra-cesignation of Mo 1361 [Meth
Fit. Codes unknawn

Mo 1383 TRANSPORT SUPPORT CONVERSION UNIT
8/45 Formed at Crasbywith AVl Disbenced B/48. Codes
GY-

Mo 1385 THANSPORT SUPPCRT COMVEASION UNIT

3748, formed at Weatharsfield with A lll 5/26 AVl 7/46
disbanded. Aircraft transferrad 1o Mo 1333 HTSTU. Codss
unknown

Mo 1418 BOMBING DEVELOPMEMT FLIGHT

1742, formed from TR1335 Gee Development Unit
at Boscombe Down. 4/42 fo Feltwell, becoring No 1
Bombing Development Unit. 8/42 to Gransden Lodge.
822 10 Mewmarket, Disbanded 1347, Halifaxes usec
throughaut Lnit's existence. Worked in association with
Talecommunications Fiying Unit at Hurn and {from 5/42]
Defford. Also equipped with Halifax and Wellington
Cades {as Ma 120U 0T-

Ho 1427 FLIGHT
o details

No 1445 FLIGHT
no datails

No 1575 SPECIAL DUTIES FLIGHT

5743, farmed with B Y at Tempsford (crews from No 161
Sgnl. 6/43 to Maisen Blanche, then Blida. 9/43
distanded, wansferring aireraft and crew 1o No 624 Sgn
Cadas unknown

Mo 1577 TRIALS FLGHT
B/43, formed with BV (and Lancaster) as part of No 221
Gp. Established in India by 10/43. 12/43 assigned to




wansport duties. 3/44 to Chakeri, 5/44 to Mauripur
11744 B llls issued in place of Lancasters. 12/44 to
Ohamal, 1/46 to Chakala 546 disbanded. Codes
unknewn

Mo 1586 SPECIAL DUTIES FLIGHT
10744, formed with BV st Brindisi frem No 301 SO Fit
Became 301 Sgn 11744, Codes unknown

Ma 1652 CONVERSION UNIT

1742, No 4 Gp training unit with 8 11 at Marston Moor,
formed from Nos 26 and 107 Conversion Flis. 10/47
absorbed comversion fits of Nos 35 and 158 Sqns and
becameNa 1652 HCL. 12/44 B 111 /45 disbanded. Codes
JA-and Gy-

Wo 1654 HEAVY COMVERSICM UNIT

9¢43, No 5Gp training unit replaced Manchesters with B
Il st Wigsley. Also reperted as based at Swinderby. 1744
replaced by Stirlings. Codes UG- and JR-

Mo 1658 HEAVY CONVERSION UNIT

10742, No 4 Gp training unit with B Il a1 Breichtcn Moar,
formed from convarsion fits of Mes 103 snd 450 Sgns.
10/42 to Lindholme. Helifax gave way to Lancaster
11/42-11/43 Cades BL- ang £X-

o 1858 HEAVY COMVERSION UNIT

10/42, No 4 Gp training unit with B 1 and |l at Riceall
formed from conversion flts of Nos 10, 76, 78 and 102
Sans. 8744 B 111 4245 dishanded, absorbed by Mo 1332
HTCU. Codes TT-and 28

Ma 1658 HEAVY CONVERSION UNIT

10742, No 4 Gp training unit with B | and Il at Leeming,
formed from conversion fizs of Nos 405 and 408 Sqns
343 to Tapelifle, 844 B 11 945 dishanded. Codas FD-.
Fy-and Ry-

o 1660 HEAVY COMVERSIOM UMIT
9743, Ma © Gp training unt replaced Manchesters with BY
al Swinderby. 1444 replaced by Stirlings. Cades Tv-amd vy

Mo 1661 HEAYY CONVERSION LINIT

9443, No & Gp training unit replaced Manchesters with
B 11 at Winthor. Received same B 1. 1744 replaced by
Stirlings. Codes GP- and KB-

Mie 1667 HEAWY CONVERSION LIMIT
143, Wo 1 Gp training unit farmed with Lancaster and 81,
I1and ¥ at Biyton. Received some BIII. 244 Lancaster fit
moved 1o Hemswell as Lancaster Finishing School
Disbandad 4/45. Codes PE- and KF-

o 1663 HEAVY CONVERSION UNIT

3¢43, Mo 4 Gp training unit with B Il &nd V¥ at Rufforth,
formed with aireraft fram ather HCUs and new-build.
10744 B NIl 5445 disbanded. Codas 00- and S¥-

Mo 1664 {RCAF) HEAYY COMVERSION UNIT

/43, No 6 Gp training unit with B 11, formed at Croft,
12/43toDishfarth. 11/44 re-named Ne 1654 (RCAF HCU
12/24 B, 4445 disbanded. Codas DH- and ZU-

Iz 1865 HEAVY CONVERSION UNIT

/43, Mo 38 Gptraining unit, added AV at Waoolfox Lodge
1734 10 Tilstock, 3745 1o Salthy, 8/45 ta Marston Moor.
Became Mo 1685 HTCU, with A lll and € W 11445 ta
Linton-on-Ouse. 7/48 dishanced ‘and absorbed by
No 1332 HTCU. Codes OG-

Mo 1668 HEAYY CONVERSION UNIT

6/43, NoBGp training unitwith B 1l ane ¥ formed at Croft,
10/43 0 Wombleton. Took over Lencaster task of
co-located No 1679 HCU on disbandment of latter, 1/44.
4744 Lancasters transferred 10 Mo 408 Sgn 11744
re-named No 1666 (RCAF) HCU. 11/44 B Il but
re-equipped with Lancasters 1/44. Last Halifaxes left
3725, Codes QY, and ND-

Mo 1667 HEAVY CONVERSION UNIT

B/43, Na 5 Gptraining unit formed with Lancaster and B!
at Balderton. 11/43 replaced by Stirlings, and dishanded,
becoming No 5 Laneaster Finishing School, Codes 1G-

Ne 1683 HEAWY CONWERSION UMIT

9744, No & Gp training unit formed with B 1 and B Y at
Langer. Recaived some B 11, but Halifaxes replaced by
Lancasters 12/44. Codes LE- and 6F-

o 1674 HEAYY CONVERSION UNIT

10743, Mo 15 Gp (Ceastal Command] training unit farmed
with Fortress, Libarator and Halifax 11/ at Aldergrove,
10743 to Longtown, 2/44 back to Aldergrave. 10/44 re-
named No 1674 Training Wing. B/45 ta Milltown,

S3J10NIddY



APPENDICES

Received some Mat II|. Disbanded 17/45, passed aircraft
0 No 111 0TU. Codes OK-

Mo 111 OPERATIONAL TRAINING UNIT

Postwar training unit at Lossiemouth, toek over Met
wraining from Mo 1674 HCU 8/45. Disbanded 3/46. Codes
H3-, X3- and 3G

Ho 1 {COASTAL) OPERATIONAL TRAINING LNIT

3743, Interim unit at Thornaby pending establishment of
Mo 1674 HCU, using Halifax and Fortress. Codes
unknown

AIRBORME FORCES TACTICAL DEVELOPMENT UNIT

12/43, formed with Halifax, Whitley, Wellingtan &t
Tarrant Rushton. 1/d4 to Netheravon. Became Air
Transport Tactical Development Unit Postwar, unit
maved to Harwell, Brize Nortan. Halifax withdrawn 1946
Codes unknewn

ANTI-SUBMARINE YARFARE DEVELOPMENT UNIT
Oceasional use of Halifax from Gospert during war and
after. Last one wiu 3/47. Cades P9-

BOMB BALLISTICS OEVELOPMENT UNIT
Used Halifax during 1344, from VWoodardge. Coces
unknown

BOMBER COMMANLD INSTRUCTOR'S SCHOOL
12444, B 11 (5/45)at Finningley, alongside Wellingtan and
Lancaster. Codes I€- and IP-

BOMBING THIALS UNIT.
Some Halifaxes used from West Freugh during the war.
Codes unknown

CENTRAL FLYING SCHOOL
Used at least one Halifzx during 1944-45, Codes
unknewn

CENTRAL LANDING ESTABLISHVENT

10/47, B Il glider tugs and paratroop transports at
Haddenham {Thame]. Later variants added during war
3746 1o Upper Heyford. Became Mo 1 Parachute Training
Schoal. Moved to Henlow 1848, One A X was the
RAF's last Halifax in-service, written off 4/33. Codes
unknowin

CENTRAL GUNNERY SCHOOL
Used 2 BIll at Catfoss pastwar. Codes unknawn

COASTAL COMMAND DEVELOPMENT UNIT
Occasional wartime trials/tactics development use of
Halifax, Mainly from Tharney Island. Codes unknown

EMIPIRE AIR NAVIGATION SCHOOL
Mo 1 Flight used 18 B lls from Shawbury postwar. Cades
FGE-

EMPIRE RADIO SCHOOL
Used Halifax flying classrooms from Debden postwar.
Codes FGF-

HALIFAX DEVELOPMENT FLIGHT
10/44, attached to Mo 246 Sgn at Holmsley South with B
Il 3/45 Attached to No 187 Sqn. Assessed Halifax in
transport role, Cades unknown

OPERATIONAL REFRESHER TRAINING UNIT

3/43, re-squipmentwith Halifaxes slowed down by Oper-
ation Varsity, but Stirling replaced by 5/45. Moved from
Thruxten to Weathersfield 10445, disbanded 1/46. Codes
unknown

PATHFINDER FOACE NAVIGATION TRAINING UNIT
4/43,B1118/44) at Gransden Ladge, alongside Stirling and
Lancaster. Codes unknown

RADIC WARFARE ESTABLISHMENT

Postwar succassor to No 192 Sgn, initially &t Foulsham,
then based at Watton fram 10/45. Became Central Sig-
nals Estatlishment. Halifax wiu 1/47. Codes unknown

TRANSPORT COMMAND DEVELOPMENT UNIT

B/45, pastwar unit using Halifax A I, C I A VIL A DX
#rom Brize Norton. To Abingdon B/49, Halifax wfu. Codes
unknown




EPPENDIX B ‘
HALIFAX IN RAF SERVICE
PARTIAL AIR ORDERS OF BATTLE

These air orders of battle include details of anly those
units flying Halifaxes — obwiously Bomber Command
included scores of units Tlying ather types, as did the
other Commands. They alsa exclude second-ling units,
except those flying Halifaxes

BOMBER COMMAND - MAY 1941

Mo 1 GROUP
Eight Wellington squadrons in Lincalnshire and Matting-
hamshire

No 2 GROUP
Six Blenheim and ane Wellington squadren at bases in
Norfalk and Suffolk

No 3 GROUP
Ten Wallington, one Stirling and one  mixed

Stirling/MWellington  souadron in Norfolk,  Suffalk,

Lincolnshire and Cambridgeshire

Mo 4 GROUP

Four Whitley, one Wellington squadron, plus;

No 35 Sgn Halifax| Linton-on-Ouse
MNa 76 Sgn Halifax| Leeming
No 5 GROUP

Three Manchester and five Hampden stuadrens based in
Lincolnshire

No 6 GROUP
Training group, Whitley ang Well nglen-equipned 07Us

Na 7 GROUP

Training group with Blanhzim and Hampdan-equipped
0TUs

BOMBER COMMAND — APRIL 1942

No 1 GROUP
Eight Wellinglen  squadrens in Lincolnshire  and

Nottinghamshire, ane partially equipped with Liberators

Ko 2 GROUP
Six Blenhzim and two Boston souadrons at bases in
Nerfalk and Suffolk

o 3 GROUP

Nine Wellington, two Stirling and three mixed
Stirling/Wellington  squadrons in Marfolk, buf.clk
Lincalnshire and Cambridgeshire, plus;
No1388gn  Halifax |, Whitley Tempsford
No 4 GROUP

Four Whitley and one Wellington squadrons, plus;

No 10 Sgn Halifax Il, Whitlay Linton-on-
Ouse

N0 35 Sgn Halifax Il Lintan-on-
Quse

Na 76 Sgn Halifax |l Leeming

Mo 102 Sgn Halifax II, whitley Topeliffe

No 5 GROUF

QOna Manchester, five Hampden. three Manchester/Lan-
caster, wwe Hampden/Manchester and ane Hampden/
Lancaster squadrans based in Lingolnshira

o 6 GROUP
Training group with Whitley and Wellington-equipped
QTUs

No 7 GROUP
Training graup with Blenheim, Hampden, Manchester
and Wellington-gcuipped 0TUs

BOMBER COMMAND - APRIL 1943
Hlo 1 GROUP

Seven Wellington and one Lancaster squadrons in
Lincolnshire and Nettinghamshire, plus;

No1033gn  Halifax® Elsham Wolds
Nod60Sqn  Halifax®, Wellington  Breighton
No 1852 HCU  Halifar/Manchester Blytan

“ath frontling units used Halifaxes for only & faw
months prior to re-equipping with the Lancaster

o 2 GROUP
Faur Boston, three Yentura, three Mitchel and two Ios-
Quito souacrons at bases in Norfolk and Suffalk
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No 3 GROUP

Dne Wellington, one Lancaster, five Stirling, one mixed
Wellington/Mosquito, one mixed Whitley/Lysander and
onz mixed Stirling/Wellington squadrons in Norfalk,
Suffolk, Lincolnshirz and Cambridgeshire, plus;
No138Sgn  Halifax |, Whitley Tempstard

o4 GROUP
One Whitley, four Wellington squadron, plus;

Wo 10 Sgn Halifex Il Melbourne
No51 Sgn Halifax II, Whitley Snaith
No 76 Sgn Halifax Il V Lintan-on-
Ouse
No 77 Sgn Halifax Il Elvington
No 78Sgn Halifax Il East Moor
No 102 Sgn Halifax I, Whitlay Topcliffe
Mo 158 Sgn Halifax Il Drifield
No1652HCU  Halifax hdarston Moor
No1B5BHCU  Halifax Riceall
No1663HCU  Halifax Rufforth
No'5 GROUP

Eight Lancaster, one Wellington, and one Hampden/
Manchester squadron based in Lincolnshire

Mo 6 {RCAF) GROUP

Six Wellington-eouipped squadrons, plus;
Nod055qn  Halifax Il Leeming

No 408 Sqn Halifax Il Skiptan-on-Swale
No 419 Sqn Halifax Il Middleton St Gearge
Mo B {PFF) GROUP

One Lancaster, one Wellington and one Mosquita
squadron, plus:
No35S8qn Halifax I Graveley

Mo 82 GROUP

Training graup with Blenhaim, Hampden, and Welling-
ton-equipped OTUs

No 3 GROUP
Training group with Whitley and Wellington-equipped
Q1Us

COASTAL COMMAND
Ceastal Command included Nos 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19

Groups, plus HO RAF Iceland and HO RAF Gibraltar. Only
ang Group included Halifaxes in its strength,

No 19 GROUP
Five Wellington, three Sunderland, two Beaufighter, ane
Catalina, one Liberator, and cne Fartress squadron, plus;

Ma58Sgn  Halifax I, Whitley  Holmsley South
No 502 Sqn  Halifax I Halmsley South
MEDITERRANEAN COMIMAND

Mediterrangan Command included AHO North West
Africa, AHQ Malta and AHO Cyrenaiea, Libya and Tunisiz.
The latter included two Halifax units, gs datailed below;

MNo178Sgn  Halifaxll, Liberater Chemines
MNao4525qn  Halifaxll Bir El Gard
ahia

BOMBER COMMAND — JULY 1844
Mo 1 GROUP

Mine Lancaster squadrons in Lincolnshire and Notting-
hamshire;

No 1662 HCU  Lancaster, Halifax
No 1667 HCU  Halifax

Lindholme
Lindholme

No 3 GROUP

Two Stifling, six Lancaster, one mixed Wellington/
Maosquito and one ¢ Hudson/Lysander squadions in
Norfolk, Suffolk, Lincolnshirs and Cambridgeshire, plus:

No138Sgn  HalifaxIl,V, Stirling ~ Tempsford

BBU Halifax Waterbeach

No 4 GROUP

No 10 Sgn Halifax Il Mealboume

Noa1 Sgn Halifax Il Snaith

Mo 76 Sgn Halifau 11 Holme-on-Spalding
Moor

Mo 77 Sgn Halifax Il Full Sutron

Mo 78 Sgn Halifax Il Breighton

Mo 102 Sgn Halifax Il Pocklington

Mo 158 Sgn Halifax Il Lissett

Mo 346 Sgn Halifax Il Elvingten

No 347 Sgn Halifax Ill, v~ Elvingten

Mo 466 San Halifax Il i

No5788qn  Halifax Il Little Staughten

NoB40Sqn  Halifax Il Leconfield




No 1852 HCU  Halifax
Mo 1658 HCU  Halifax
Na1683HCU  Halitax

Marstan hoor
Marston Moor
Marston Maar

o 5 GAOUP
Sixteen Lancaster squadrans based in Lincolnshire

Mo 6 (ACAF} GROUP
Three Lancaster-2quipped squadrons, plus:

Mod158en  Halifax Il EastMoor

Na 420 Sgn Halifax Il Tholthorge
No4258qn  Halifax il Tholtharpe
No4263gn  Halifex Ill, Il Linton-on-Ouse
Nod278gn  Halifax |1l Leeming

No 428 Sqn Halifax Il Leeming
No4318qn  Halifax Il Craft
Mod43zSgn  Halifax I, VIl East Moor

No 433 Sgn Halifax Ill Skipton-on-Swale
Mo 434 Sgn Halifax Il Croft

No 1659 HCU  Halifax Topeliffe

Wo 1664 HCU Halifax Tapcliffe

No 1BBEHCU  Halifax Topeliffe

Mo 8 (PFF} GROUP

Six Lancaster, and five Maosquito squadrons, plus;
PFENTU Halifax, Lancaster Warboys

Na 81 GROUP
Training group with Whitley and Wellington-equippad
0TUs

Mo 82 GROUP
Training group with Wellington-equipped DTUs

o 93 GROUP
Training grou with Wellington-equipped OTUs

No 100 GROUP

(ne Stirling, one Fartrass, and two Masquito squadrons
in Narfolk, plus;
No182San  Halifax 7y, Wellingtan,
Mosquito, Anson

Foulsham

ALLIED EXPEDITICNARY AIR FORCE

Allied Expaditionary Air Force included Nos 38 and 85
Gps, and 2nd TAF fwith Mos 2, 83 and 84 Gps and No 34
W/ing). Only Ko 3B Gp incluced Halifaxes n its strength

No 38 GROUP
Three Albemarle, and four Stirling squadrons, plus;

MNo?985an  Halifax AN Tarrant Rushton
MoB44Son  Halifax AV Tarrant Rushton
COASTAL COMMAND

Coastal Command included Nos 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 108,
and 247 Groups, plus HO RAF lceland and HO RAF Gibral-
tar. Nos 15, 17, and 19 Groups and HQ Gibralter included
Halifaxes

No 15 GROUP {NORTHERN IRELAND)
MNa 5148 Sgn Halifax Met ¥ Tires

Mo 17 GROUP (SCOTLAND}

Mo 1674 Sqn det Halifax Craft

No 19 GROUP (SOUTH WEST)

Mo 58 Sgn Halifax GR Il St Davids
Ma 502 Sgn Halifax GR I St Davids
No 517 Sgn Halifax Met ¥ StEval

GIBRALTAR
No 520 Sqn det Halifax Met V., Hurricane Gibraltar

MEDITERAANEAN ALLIED AIR FORGES

Mediterranean Allied Air Forces included units in North
Africa, Malta and ltaly. It included twa Halifax units, as
detailad below;

No148Sgn  Halifax V Brindisi
NoB14Sgn  Halifax Il Stormara
No824Sqn  Halifaxl, Lysander Blida

No 7386 Flight Halifax, Liberator Brindisi

AIR COMMAND SOUTH EAST ASIA

Na 226 Group at Palam included a single Halifax unit, as
detailed below,

No 1577 Flight  Halifax Cawnpore
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All drawings on this
page are of a Halifax B |,
and are to 1/144th scale
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All drawings on this page
are of a Halifax B VII, and
are to 1/144th scale




