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Front cover

On 10 December 1943, C-47-DL
41-38721 Lawton Limited) PAT of the
Znd Troop Carrier Squadron (TGS
departed its base at Dinjan, in India,
a% part of a six-aircraft formation
tasked with dropping supplies to
Allied troops at Kajitu, near Fort
Hertz, in Burma, The aircraft was
cresved by 1Lt Charles B Lawton
ipilot], 2Lt George J Laben (co-pilot),
1Lt Leo DeRuntz [navigator), 1Lt
Joseph Feldman [radie), Sgt Louis
Lioting [crew chief] and two
unidentified ‘pushers and kickers',

Az the aircraft approached the
drap zone, with 41-38721 third in
a ling-astern formation, they were
intercepted by a number of Japanese
Army Air Force Ki-43 'Oscars’
(miisidentified as Leros) from the
1%t Chutai's 50th Sentai, based at
nearby Myitkyina, Co-pilot 2Lt Laben
recalled what happened next;

There were 12 of them, They hit
us &8s we were gatting ready to drop
on Kajitu, and one C-47 was quickly
knocked down. | looked out the sida
window and saw what | thought
was an AT-6 Texan with fire coming
out the front of it. | said to Chuck
Lawton, "What's an AT-6 doing out
here shooting at us?” He was lined
up on the C-47 in fromt of us, which
wias the aircraft shot down. Chuck
velled, “That's no AT-6, that's a
Zero", and we pealed off, He said,
"I'll work the controls, you keep the
throttle prop pitch full forward and
keep me posted on the instrument
readings”. We instructed the food
droppers to dump the load, which
they did in record time,

‘Lea DeRuntz kept us posted on
wihere the Zeros were by going from
rear side windows to the navigator's
doma. | think we had a Zero after us
at least three different times. On the
last one, he had us lined up pratty
good. Chuck dived down sharply and
wie were well over the airspeed
instrurment red lines, Then, at the
last second, he pulled up sharply
over a small mountain ridge. The
Zero apparently didn't see the ridge
and hit the top of it. The food
droppers in the back said they saw
it explode. We didn’t go back to find
out. We continued hedge-hopping
through the mountains to the
Hukwang walley and then through
the mountains north of Shingbwiyan
onto Ledo, before finally making it
back to Dinjan.”
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Dedication
For Dr Fredrick Raucher (*Uncle Fred’), a veteran of both sides of the
‘Hump’, who made every flight an adventure and enjoyed every meal

Both Lawton and Laben [with
235 combat missions and more than
1000 combat hours to his eredit)
survived their time in the CEBI, while
41-38721 duly acquired a kill marking
which made it one of the most
famous C-47% in the CBIL. The Ki-43
that had crashed whilst attacking
the transport had been flown by
Warrant Officer Oshima, who failed

to return to base. Part of the original
aquipment of the 2nd TCS, the C-47
was written off on 28 July 1944 at
Dinjan when an attached pilot
retracted the landing gear by
mistake when taxiing on the
runway. 41-38721 had logged

some 2400 flying hours by the

time of its demise [Cover arfwork
by Mark Postlethwaite)
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CHAPTER ONE

DEVELOPMENT

AND EARLY WAR

SERVICE

n the Pacific and China-Burma-India (CBI) chearres of World War 2,
military versions of the Douglas [2C-3 airliner — most notably Army
Air Force C-47/53s and Navy/Marine Corps B4Ds — enabled the
advance of Allied ground and air forces in New Guinea and Burma,
resupplied China from India and dropped paratroops in New Guinea,
the Philippines and Burma. These aircraft delivered supplies, flew cargo
to forward bases to maintain bombers and repair warships, evacuated
wounded and made a powerful contribution in achieving victory.
The firse [Tu|:,r modern  airliners, mtroduced L{tliillf_{ the 1930z,
embodied technological innovations that would subsequently shape
combar aircraft in World War 2. They were mult-engined land-based

acroplanes of all metal construction, with constant-speed propellers,
deicers and radio navigation aids. In worldwide service wich airlines
(while air arms across the globe still operated fabric-covered biplanes)
were the Douglas [XC-2, as well as the improved Douglas Slecper
-!-r.'l.:H:-i'l'.":}H (DST) and DC-3.

The DC-3 first flew in 1935, this aircraft being an enlarged and up-
engined version of the DC-2. In just a few short vears, DC-3s brought
about great improvements in aitline services worldwide by being able o
carry 21 passengers at some 200 mph,

The underfunded US |r|:||ir.'1r:.-' of the 1930s r-.:v;:ul.;niscd the innovative
technology embodied in these airliners bur could only afford o procure
them in small numbers. The US Army Air Corps (USAAC) used a few
]'l'_lil,j[q'l_]'j.' [|';,1|'|$F|ﬂrl_' VOTSHAINS 'I.:IF ||']L‘ [j{._:-.z il[]d Dl‘}T {E-'I.'?II'I'IL' "r'l'ith big_g_&‘r
fuselage cargo doors and reinforced flooring) as C-32/33/34s and C-3Y9s,
respectively. And although USAAC doctrine stressed the importance o f

The C-39 was the military transport
version of the Douglas Slespear
Transport (DST), which was also
unafficially known as the TC-21/2°.
It was instrumental in building up
the USAAL's pre-war transport
operations capabilities, Thea

two C-39s in the Philippines

an 7 December 1941 escaped

to Australia, where they wera
reinforced by other C-39s shipped
in from the USA, These aircraft
provided critical support to Allied
operations in the region in the dark
days of 1942 (Author’s Collection)
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ﬁ‘ R r—— air power's theatre-wide mobility, |
u o 1 :l'l:: b this led to litde investment in
(j s e E:E::: rranspore aircraft. Senior officers
.: "0 0d believed that bombers could func-

tion as transports if required, while
shorter range fighters would have to
travel disassembled aboard sh[prc o

overseas destinations.

The Navy and Marine Corps also
bought just a handful of off-the-
shelf airliners, despite the former
stressing forward sca and air bases
but not investing in transport air-
craft to make them operationally
sustainable. The Marine Corps,
however, had small-war experience
with transports in Latin Ameriea,
where one aircraft could replace a

US Army troops load a 37 mim anti-
tank gun aboard a C-33 transport
during large-scale manoeuvres held
in the summer of 1941, Although
these particular airlifts did not
generate specific doctrine or the
tactics, techniques and procedures
that were needed to gulde the airlift
of Australian and US ground forces
to Mew Guinea in 1942, they did
provide ingpiration. The C-33 was a
modified DC-2 airliner with a large
cargo door and reinforced flaor, The
transformation of the DC-2 into the
C-23 gave Douglas the confidence to
convert the DC-3 into the C-47
(Mational Archives)

The first USAAC DC-3 versions
ware the “one-off’ VIP-configured
C-41 and C-414. And although the
USAAC had limited DC-3 experience
pre-war, US-based airlines were
using them effectively in all
waathers literally across the
country (MNational Archives)

long and vulnerable column of pack
animals or save wounded troops by air evacuation from forward airstrips.

The importance of transport aircraft, and the airborne assaults by
parachute and glider they enabled, during the German offensives in
Europe in 1940 changed US military policies, however. The US Army
and Marine Corps hastily formed their own paratroop units thar same
vear, following German and British examples.,

Although gliders were initially seen as the best way of carrying both
[raops and htl[_¥|J|il:.5- this role soon fell w Lransport :iir:‘.raﬁ, with the
USAAC and Marine Corps switching from carrying priority personnel
and cargo for deployed air units o inserting and supportng airborne
torces. A militarised DC-3 was the best platform for carrying paratroopers
or towing gliders into bartle, although having been designed as an airliner,
it was only an interim measure as a milicary transport,

[}rjlig]ﬂs dfﬁignl_‘d [Wo up'rinn:-: — the C-47, which was a DC-3 with
reinforced flooring and a large cargo door, and the C-53, which rerained
the smal
airliners {}‘.-rin'mr'[]]r' dESiHnutud C-415 and C-48s |:|1mug}| to C-52s,

er airline-style door. These aircraft, and camouflaged DC-3

depending on equipment), were externally similar, R4Ds were simply
Navy, Marine Corps or Coast Guard versions of the C-47.
Starting in 1941, in addition to C-47/R4Ds, production orders were

also placed for more advanced military tEANSPOIT VErsions with Cargo

1IIAHIS UV A ATHYI ONY LNIWL0T3A30



CHAPTER ONE

The eabin of a medical evacuation
R4D, showing the older type (rigid
support] stretchers and the 100-
gallon auxiliary tanks that were in
widespread use in both C-47s and
R4D= tasked with performing long-
range flights in the Pacific
|Mational Archives)

The first Marine Corps paratroopers
board an R2D {(a DG-2 with minimal
modifications] at Quantico, in
Virginia, im 1941. The Marine Corps
had only embraced airborne forces
for ralding and for Integration with
their amphibious mission that same
year. This led to the adoption of the
R4D for its ‘utility’ (later transport)
units. While the Marine Corps
formed regiment-sized paratroop
units, and these made training
jumps in the Pacific, they never
want into battle that way, Rather
than inserting paratroops from the
alr, R4D= flew transport missions
instead {Mational Archives)

doors and reinforced floors —of la rger
airliners including the twin-engined
Curtiss C-46/R5C and the four-
engined Douglas DC-4/R5D. Bue
these all remained low-priority pro-
grammes, despite being ordered in
big numbers, due w the desperate
shortage of combar aircraft and train-
ers. Nevertheless, drawing boards
were soon filled with designs for new
transport aircrafr, bur it would be
vears before any would fly.

In 1941, there were few modern
transport aircraft to support bases in
Hawaii, the Philippines, Alaska and
Panama, let alone land or sea combar
in remote areas. The USAAC had no
four-engined rtransports, and twin-engined land-based aircratt rarely
ventured as far as Hawaii. Indeed, even within the USA, there was linde
more than a rudimentary network of bases for these aircraft o operare
from. Pacific operations remained the domain of a few intrepid civilian
pilots and a handful of large Aying-boats. Planners, looking to create the
forces needed for victory in Europe, simply ignored the air transport
requirement of the coming Pacific War,

The US military did not learn the air transport lessons of the second
5i[1n-_].'.-|p;uu_'.l:|_' War that I!".lHL"I’.'I. in earnest from 1937, Once Japan had
caprured China's seaports, the larter’s only remaining links with the
outside world were airliners and the Burma Road. DC-2s and D(C-3s of
the Chinese National Airline Corporation ({CNAC), owned jointly by the
Chinese government and Pan American Airlines, and manned by veteran
US and Chinese civilian crews, were in the frontline of the war, ﬂ}-‘il]g
passengers and high-priority cargo. They were a vital element of Chinese
air power when it came to resisting the Japanese, and the airc raft
demonstrated tremendous reliability and ruggedness in harsh conditions,

For example, in 1941, a CNAC DC-3 that had had one of its wings
destroyed in a Japanese air attack Hew again with a replacement wing
cannibalised from a DC-2. The new wing was five feet shorter, carning
the aircraft immortality as the ‘DC-21/2',

lmn:n;.':i“j-.', lh-::j;ap;lnl::-;q.y who had

been impressed by the efforts of
the CNAC, hm]ght [1:.L|1=.L|:.i-;.'ll.|ring
licences for three US airliners, with
the intention of putting them into
production as military transports —
the Douglas DC-2, the Lockheed
14 and, finally, the Douglas DC-3,
The sclt-deployment of B-17

bombers to the Philippines in 1941
ar last npu:n-:‘d up a series of Pacibic
bases for land-based aircraft heading

into the region from the USA. The




USAAC (US Army Air Force after
June 1941} Ferry Command, which
was formed in May 1941, was
largely responsible for this. Primar-
ily using contract airline crews art
first, along with pilots recruired
directly from civilian life, Ferry
Command had the mission of deliv-

ering aircraft to US bases overseas,
and, from Ocrober 1941, Lend-
Lease users. Routes to the Philippines, Alaska, Panama and Australia were
created and new airfields built. Ferry Command started using flying-
boars and converted bombers 1o reach Australia and the Philippines, as
well as India (via the Souch Adantic rourte, crossing Africa).

DC-3 types could fly from California to Hawaii with che aid of in-
cabin ferry ranks, and the scarcity of larger transports meant that they also
had ro be used for transpacific services as well. Indeed, a Marine Corps
R2Dy (DC-2) was the first aircraft to operate from the new runway on
Midway Island, earning it the nickname Gooney Bird after the native
long-winged albatross that lived on the island. This sobriquetr soon
became synonymous wich all DC-2/3¢ the world over.

TO WAR

The 7 December 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor destroyed Marine Corps
R2Ds and damaged rwo USAAF C-33s of the 19th Transport Squadron
(1'S) and a Hawaiian Airlines DC-3. The twin-engined transport aircraft
in the Philippines — a single C-39 and two converted B-18 bombers —
survived the initial attacks, but were forced by Japanese air superiority in
the region to leave Manila on the night of 17-18 December, arriving in
Drarwin, Australia, en 22 December.

The aircrew, and their passengers, had expecred o fly back w the
Philippines with bombers despatched from the USA, bur following
training by Australian airline crews, they were instead committed w0
combar with their aircraft, and five C-53s. The larter, desparched from
California as deck cargo, had been diverted from the Philippines to
Australia, where they had been hastily assembled.

The first missions carried our by the C-33s were o Java, with the
aircraft flying in spare parts and groundcrew for the USAAF's P-40 unirs
and evacuating wounded servicemen and civilians. On 28 January 1942,
all available civil and military transport aircraft in Australia were formed

This early-production C-53 is seen
here marked with pre-war white
crosses as used during exercises in
18941. The USAAC had intended to
send additional C-53s to the
Philippines pre-war, these ariginally
being scheduled to arrive in mid
1941, Howewver, their shipment was
delayed, and the five C-53s sant as
dechk cargo on merchant ships were
diverted to Australia in early 1942

{ Natiomal Archives)

Again seen pre-war, this near-new
-39 was photographed at Mather
Field, in California, in 1947,
Performing both training and
transport duties, most C-3%s
remained operational stateside
unth they were retired in 1944
(Author’s Collection)
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CHAPTER ONE

into a joint Directorate of Air
Transport (DAT). USAAF B-17
and B-24/LB-30 bombers — at
the expense of their primary mission
— also reinforced DAT. On 20
February, all US transportaircraft in
Australia were formed into the 21st
and 22nd T5s (redesignated Troop
li:_':;lrril,‘l_' Sql_La{lrU s i.]'l: J.L'll.-.lt'}.

By then, the MNetherlands East
Indies and Mindanao, in the Philip-

C-3% VH-CCF {marked up with an
Australian civil registration) was
among the first USAAF transport
aircraft to arrive in Australla in
1942, Along with the one surviving
-39 from the Philippines, these
machines served with the 215t and
22nd TCSs throughout the New
Guinea campalgn. This aircraft was
eventually transferred to Australian
Mational Airlines, and it crashed
near Moleswaorth, Victoria, on 9
March 1344 |National Archives)

One of the first military C-47s to
enter USAAF service was 41-7T23,
delivered in February 1942 and used
by the ATC on transafrican routes,
Having survived the war, and then
served with the Minnesota Air
Mational Guard into the 1960s,

the aircraft was issued to the US
Air Force Mussum in 1971, The
latter organisation in turn loaned it
to the Pima Air and Space Museaum
in Tucson, Arizona, and the C-47
has been on display here for more
than 35 years [National Archives)

pines, could only be reached by air,
with flights being conducted at night due to the enemy's air superiority.

The last evacuation missions from Java were flown in the first weck of
March. DAT now had wo prepare for the defence of Australia, re-supply
MNew Guinea and evacuate areas threatened by the Japanese advance.
Although the two USAAF squadrons shared just eight mechanics
berween them for cight weeks. they sustained a high operational tempo.
For example, in March C-33 41-20070 flew 272 operational hours,
reflecting the reliability and maintainability of these aircrafr.

In the weeks after Pearl Harbor, the need for better communications
with China led the USAAF 1o plan for 25 ex-airline IDC-3s to deploy to
India - it was thought thar evenwally as many as 75 transports might be
required, The first to move out were ten Pan American Airways DC-3s
with civilian erews, which followed the Ferry Command route, via Brazil,
to India. Organised as the Assam-Burma-China Ferry Command in April
1942, they flew aviation gasoline from India eo China ro refuel Lt Cal
Jimmy Doolittle’s B-25s, which planned to land near Chunking atter
their attack on Tokyo. Col William [} Old Hew the hirst India-China
military flight on 8 April, carrying in fuel.

That same month, the 1st Ferrying Group — consisting of seven C-48s,
15 C-535 and three C-47s, with more COMINE — left Florida for Karachi,
whilst four DC-3s, deploved from the Middle East, established the
Trans-India Ferry Command. These aircratt, minus 12 diverted to the
crisis in the Middle East, took part in the 22 April-15 June Allied air
evacuation of Burma. The USAAF joined the RAF, Indian airliners and
CNAC (veterans of the last flights out of Hong Kong and dozens of cites
in China) in saving thousands, flying primarily from the pre-war RAF
base at Myitkyina. One DC-3 carried our 74 passengers on asingle flight.
Douglas transports carried out

the evacuation with lictle logistics
support, this improvised re-supply
operation helping to save cur-off
Chinese units and isolared British
outposts. The USAAF, which deliv-
cred 870 tons of supplies and flew
out 45300 personnel, lost several
transports to ground strafing.

The Japanese advance soon sev-
ered both the overland and air
routes (via M}ritk}rinn} to China,
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causing the ‘Flying Tigers' of the American Volunteer Group (AVG)
be l_grc:u['lcll_'tl for lack of fuel in ."-.-i;aru]1-.-‘l.pri| 1942, l_.]'l_'.‘z-pih:: the loss of all
Allied airfie

Chinese povernment in the war led 1o an airlift gr]:;ll of 10,000 wons of

ds in Burma, the UJS commitment to |-'.L':.‘p ':.:'h'lﬂﬂf_', Kai-Shek’s

supplies a month. The transportation of fuel and ammunition the
AVG in China became a priority, but overland supply routes that
L'-::ﬂwurgu_'tl on Assam, in norchern India, were ar the end of a logisnic
shoestring strerching around the world. And the only way to penctrate the
|1-.:.1|'h_'.' Himala Vas, and its :|1r_'ighl1mn ing ranges l\.'l'lll.L"i:'.'i‘r"i.‘l:'-' known as the
I |u|:|1p','-. and reach China from Assam was |‘l}' air,

In April-May 1942, the newly-orgamised US Tenth Air Force
combined with the CNAC to airlift 196 tons of supplies to China,
although this hgure fell to 85 tons in July. Improvisation kepr aircraft
Aving, with R-1830-47 engines from Chinese P-43s being retrofitted to
C-47s flving the "Hump' so as o give them improved high altitude
E}L'TI‘:HTI'I'I_.HHL'!_'_ Despite a Japanese hurﬂhing offensive :Jg.til:..a[ the airficlds
in Assam in Ocrober-November tollowing the ending of the monsoon
season, the modest supply tonnage figures began to increase, but the
Tenth Air Force's tred aircraft were not accomplishing their mission.

In China, no aircraft could Hy unless :_r‘u.auhllr: ordnance and spares
were first flown in from India, which ielf stood vulnerable o the
victorious Japanese. One aggressive C-47 crew attempred ro take the war
to the enemy |_h|ri|'|l_p_'I this |1r.=rintl when it used a visit to the main ‘Hump’
rerminal airhield of Kunming, in China, to make two unauthorised tli-gl“:[
bombing raids on Hanoi and Haiphong, rolling bombs out the cargo
door. In 1942, American transport aircraft in the CBI had immense

FTHISSL0HS B0 I]_'r' with Very few resources.

ATC AND NATS

In June 1942, Ferry Command - with 1000 aircratt and 11,000

]:un.mmu:l — WS |'|_-.;:|-r:_=-_;1|:1'm_-|.1 asAir’] FAnNSport Command (ATC), The firse
ruly global war-fighting organisation, ATC was directly under the
command of USAAF Headquareers in Washington, DC. his meant thar
local commanders could only use ATC transports, aircrew or cargo in dire

emergencics. ATC's five organisational — not operational — wings

Early days on the "Hump' in 1342-43.

Chinese troops that are being
redeployed by air read the "blood
chit' on the flying jacket of a pilot
from one of the C-483s or early
production G-53s that bore much
of the burden of these initial airlifts
in the CBL Such individuals, and
their aircraft, proved routes and
established procedures that would
be successiully refined in 1944-45
[National Archives)

The “CHASTITY CHARIOT™ was
probably the first C-47 to serve
with the USAAF in the CBI, having
ariginally been an RAF Dakota |, 1S
large cargo door was a tremendous
innavation for aircraft sarvicing
China, the C-47 being able to airlift
Allison engines for the ‘Flying
Tigers'. Serving with the 1st Ferry
Group and flying the "Hump’ from
1942 until at least sarly 1943,

the aircraft was painted in RAF
camouflage, but had had its
roundels poorly overpainted with
1942-period national markings.
Amongst its many pilots during
that time were (from left to right)
Lts Jack ‘Mac” MeReynolds, Richard
J Taylor and H W Gesner

[Mational Archives)

JIIAHIS UYAM ATHYI ONY LNIWA0TIAID
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CHAPTER ONE

12

This DC-34, which was impressed
into ATC service as a C-53 on 18
January 1942, displays the early
versions of the national roundel
and ATC insignia. Local personnel -
here in their dress uniforms for

the benefit of the photographer -
demonstrate how the absence of

a cargo door limited the utility of
these aircraft, even with low-weight
cargo. The ATC relied as much as
possible on locally recruited
personnel to load and unload
aircraft, many of whom soon
became highly proficient at this
important task. This particular
aircraft (41-20080] operated on
transafrican communication routes
to the CBI until withdrawn in April
1944 and scrapped

{National Archives)

A typical NATS R4D load — a spare
engine, priority cargo and life-rafts.
Fiying spare engines was difficult
for bombers, PBYs and other
dedicated military aircraft pressed
into service as transports. The
ability to have spare engines flown
to forward airstrips by C-47< and
R4Ds |which would then take away
engines needing repair) was as
important to the use of air power
in the Pacific and CBl as the ability
of engineers and Seabees to build
airstrips from which these aircraft
could take the fight to the enemy
|National Archives]

(eventually to become divisions) covered the world. The domestic wing
Hew priority missions and, increasingly, trained crews for long-range
operations. the Africa-Middle East Wing crossed Africa and the Middle
East, and the South Pacific Wing flew DC-35 to Australia, via Palmyra
and Canron [slands, Fiji and New Caledonia.

As with an airline, ATC crews and rransports did not normally belong
to a specific squadron (with some excepuions, especially in the CBI in
1942-43). C-47s used the newly opened route from Hawaii to New
Zealand through Christmas Island, Bora Bora, Airukaki Island and
Tonga. These remote island fields became part of the Allied lifeline to the
emerging South Pacific and South West Pacific theatres.

The Naval Air Transport Service (NATS), organised in December
1941 o prn;r.'idq: worldwide LrAnSport Support For the US H:.?n'}', reflected
the lessons of 1940-41 OpErations l‘:}' -;icm-:rn:.[r;uing the ilnpimrmru:t of air
transport in keeping warships and shore-based aviation units forward
deployed. NATS made extensive use of R4Ds, despite their range
limitations, to bring priority cargo and personnel forward to their ships
and aircraft operating across the globe,

DECISIVE BATTLES

Days after Pearl Harbor, com-

mandeered DC-3s flew troops o
Hawaiian islands thought threat-
ened by invasion. Hawaii-based
eransports airlifted munitons to
_"'didwu;.r Island and evacuated
wounded and downed aircrew.,
Even before the Japanese invasion
of Attu and Kiska in _|Li|lt' 16k 2
[DC-3s were critical to communi-
cations in the vast state of Alaska.
Morthwest Airlines had Hown a
survey flight of the region in Feb-
ruary, and it was soon servicing
[I-I':' rovine Frl::lr:l'l. t.;l":il‘l [:;.'I.I.!'S-. 3"-"1'3‘“.'
tana, to Fairbanks under contracr,




C-53-D0 41-20073 Butchie 2 of the
Seventh Air Force's 19th TS returns
to Hawaii from MAS Midway on

B June 1942 Capt Stephen J
Rosetta was at the controls on

this flight, the ex-airline pilot going
on to command the redesignated
19th TCS in 1943-44. The crowd
around the aeroplane includes
news-starved reporters, desperate
to find out about the recently fought
Battle of Midway. The C-53 has
national insignia in six-positions,
which was a US Navy-imposed
requirement for aircraft operating
between Hawail and Midway at that
time. The widespread application

of ‘new’ olive drab paint suggests
that pre-war upper-wing unit
identification has been painted

out |Matiomal Arcfives)

In 1942, it was thought that C-47Cs
on floats would be just what was
needed in the Pacific. More than 100
sets of floats were built by Edo at
its Ciollege Point, New York, factory,
but by the time they were ready,

it had been demonstrated that
land-based aircraft, using runways
hastily built by engineers, were the
solution. A few C-47Cs were used
operationally in 1944-45, including
one in the Aleutians, another in
Mew Guinea and the Philippines,
and one in the CBI (based near
Calcutta) (Mational Archives)

being joined by Western and United Airlines. USAAF C-47s flew the first
medical evacuarion missions from Alaska in January 1942,

US torces relied heavily on air transport to sustain aircraft operarions
from remote forward airficlds in the Alcutians, with these supply missions
often being flown in marginal weather conditions thar in peacetime
would have been considered prohibirive. ATC Alaskan Wing was
acrivared in Ocrober 1942, with NATS providing support.

In the South Pacific, Guadalcanal, invaded by Allied forces in August
1942, urgently needed air cransport due to Japanese air and naval strengeh
preventing convoys from resupplying the island stronghold. Thirteen
Marine Corps R4D-1s (each with eight 100 gallon ferry tanks in the
cabin) of VMJ-253 duly flew from San Diego to Ewa, in Hawaii, on 23
August and deployed via the southern air route to New Caledonia. This
squadron, like its USAAF counterparts, was manned by a cadre of former
airline pilots with skills — including radio navigadion — thar were to be
particularly valuable during the coming campaign.,

On 3 September, just 14 days after the first US fghters landed on
Guadalcanal, an R4D flew the first airlift into the embarted island’s
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Henderson Field, carrying in the commanding officer of the 1st Marine
Air Wing, Brig Gen Roy Geiger, and his staff. The subsequent airlift
operated from New Caledonia via a forward base ar Espiritu Sanro, flying
in ammunition, personnel, gasoline and other prionty cargo, and
evacuating wounded troops. Air operations from Henderson Field were
dependent on the airife, and nocrurnal flights continued even when

transports could no longer remain on the ground in daylight for fear of

Pl

being shot at. Each load of 12-15 aviation fuel barrels flown in per C-47/
R4 meant that a fighter could fly for an hour in defence of Guadalcanal.
When reinforcement fighrers arrived, they relied on transports to act as
their pathfinders, as the flight from Espiritu Santo was an 880-mile ek
over water, the last hour of which was within range of Japanese fighters.
RciI}-equippfd Vh]-152, which was also part of Manne Air Group
(MAG) 25, arrived in-theatre in Qctober, as did the 13 C-47s of the
USAAF's 13th TCS. Boosting the force in the South Pacific Area were
seven (=475 of the 33rd TCS, which were diverted from their E-L‘II‘:-.'
mission to Australia as they passed through the area in Ocrober-
November and committed 1o the

SAD SACK was one of the veterans
of the dark days on Henderson
Field, although by the time it was
photographed here as part of an
escorted C-47 formation over
Bougainville in early 1944, the Allies
were very much in the ascendancy
in the region. The airdrop
technigues that aircraft such as this
one had refined during the advance
up the Solomons chain in 1942-43
ware usad to great effect on
Bougainville in 1944. SAD SACK
wias amongst the initial force of

13 C-47s deployed to the Solomons
by the 13th TCS in October 1942,
and as such, the aircraft was more
than entitled to wear the gold

star painted onto its nose to
camimemorate the squadron’s
raceipt of a presidential unit
citation awarded for Guadaleanal,
Considered one of the "Old
FReliables’ of the 13th, it remained
atrvwarthy in civilian hands in Brazil
into the 1980 (Mational Archives)

A& Marine Corps R4D of SCAT is
worked on by TSgts Eldon Dennis
and Frank Geist. The position of the
aircraft number '82° on the engine
nacelle rather than the cowling was
a commoen practice amongst Marine
Corps R4D wunits. Most of the C-47
and R4D squadrons deploying to the
South Pacific in 1942 had to send
their ground echelons by sea,

and it was often several months
hefore they arrived and had

thelr equipment unloaded

[Mational Archives)

Guadalcanal airlifr for a month —
total transport strength now num-
bered 50 aircraft. The C-47s and
R4D}s were quickly organised into
the joint service South Pacific
Combar Air Transport Command
(SCAT), which provided a single

in-thearre airlift ma nager.

At the height of the campaign,
berween 12 and 14 October, SCAT
sent eight rransports per night into
Henderson laden wich fuel. Thar
month alone, 105 tons of cargo,
five tons of maill and 339 pt‘r:i:.‘:-:l'n'té‘|
o

were successfully  airlifred

Guadalcanal, C-47s, supplemented




S v

R4D “1° of VMJ-253 preparas to be
unloaded at Henderson Field, on
Guadalcanal, in February 1943. The
afficer walking towards the camera
i Gen Russell E Rowell, USMC,

G0 of the Marine Corps” Pacific

Air Wings. This aircraft was ona

of the first 13 Marine Corps R4Ds
sent to the South Pacific, where
they proved vital in re-supplying
Guadalcanal in 1942-43, Like most
Marine Corps R4Ds, they were
painted in olive drab/neutral gray,
with a one or two-digit aircraft
number (and no visible serial] to
identify it. This aireraft had also
been wsed to fly Brig Gen Roy
Geiger in to take command of all
aviation units at Henderson Field in
September 1942 (Mational Archives)

R4D '27° of the Marine Corps makes
its fimal approach to Henderson
Field in early 1943. This aircraft's
identification number appears in
black on the forward eargo door

[ National Archives)

by bombers, also airdropped supplies to Marine Corps "Raider” patrols
outside the main defensive perimerer. From Seprember o December
1942, transports evacuated 2900+ casualties — nearly three times as many
as were evacuated by ship. A VM]-253 report described the operations;

‘Take-off was usually made as soon as the aeroplane was fuelled and
loaded — usually about 0100 hrs — and it then headed north towards the
Solomons. The flight was made just beneath the low lying clouds, where
the visibility was good and the pilor ducked into a cloud bank and Hlew on
instruments whenever anything suspicious was sighted. Upon reaching
San Cristobal, the standard practice was to let down to 50 or 75 ft and
continue on to Henderson Field.

2Lr Roberr Sexton of the 13ch TCS made his firse Hight Taies)
Henderson Field on 23 October;

“They didn't have the holes in the runway filled when we landed.
Flights to the Solomons were strenuous as hell. We'd try to hit the islands

at dawn, so we had to fly at night - the worst time. Once we'd reached the

field ar Guadalcanal, we had w immediarely taxi to one end of the strip.
A Japanese field picce we called "Pistol Pete” had just enough range to hir
the near end, so we'd land and then run like hell for the other end where
we wouldn't 2et shot up. The .m.r_]uddmn Hew .Icup-pH:-lc in and wounded
out. One of our aircratt landed one morning just as three Japanese ship

transports full of Nips came in. It was sort of messy for a while.’
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Most maintenance was carricd
LT I._'I"'|.r '[.l'lt_" ﬁil'l'.'.l.'\'."'l-'ﬁ' "]'I.I'.' r.l'l.:'it'l.":".':‘::.. H.!U]'I.H
with one or two groundcrew per air-
craft thar had travelled into Hender-
son with the C-47/R4D. As for
equipment, MTSge ] D Huggins of
W]-253 recalled, "We had the kit
of hand tools thar came with the
aeroplane’, and that was it The
Marines Corps’ ground echelon did
not arrive unnl Ociober, yet r.le.-si}he

this, serviceability was high. For
example, the 13th TCS had only
three in-ﬂigh[ C-47 cnglnt failures
in four-and-a-half years of opera- |}
tions, and two of them were expen-
enced by the same C-47 (41-18590) coming back — fully loaded — from
Guadalecanal. On both occasions, the same right engine kept turning
until the aircraft reached Espiritu Santo, 105 minutes flying ime away.
Japanese aircraft were only encountered, and evaded, on several
missions, as US transport tactics minimised contact with enemy fighters.
| Lt Eben Hinton of the 13th TCS was approaching Guadalcanal, under
an overcast, when a Zero dived through it. It immediately climbed back
into the overcast. Within seconds, it reappeared, in a spin, and crashed
into the occan. Hinton learned at Henderson thar he had flown under a
dogfight. In another incident, fighrers shot down a Japanese aircraft thas
attacked a rransporrt after it had taken off. Finally, S5g¢ Ray Hensman's

C-47 41-38628 Pack Ratof the 33rd TCS was downed by enemy flak off

the northern end of Henderson

) §

Capt C Campbell [an ex-airline pilot
and veteran of the Guadalcanal
airlift] and MSgt Luther Inge (right}
are seen at the controls of an R4D of
VMLI-253 in 1943 |Mational Archives)

5 T )

A 13th TCS C-47 approaches
Henderson Field in 1943, this
alreraft having been used in the
Guadalcanal airlift in September-
Movember 1942, One of the locally-
based J2F Ducks, used for utility
and rescua missions, is holding at
the end of the runway waiting for
the C-47 to land [(National Archiveas|

Field on 8 November.

Ocher R4Ds and C-475 linked
the forward bases in the New
Hebrides and New Caledonia
o Hawan, Australiz and MNew
Zealand. The inadequate por
facilities and consequent shipping
I_-Iﬂ_ﬂl\.'tl:lgﬁ At ma |'|:|r I:'IFI:':H:‘-;I: E-l:ln‘r'ii]'d
bases placed additonal impor-
tance on ATC's routes from
Hawaii to Mew Caledonia (where
SCAT wok over). In January,
1943 the USAAF’s 801sc Medical
Air Evacuation Squadron ook
over casualty evacuation missions
from Guadalcanal on SCAT air-
craft, bringing with it the first spe-
cialist flight nurses o reach the
South Pacific. Mobile base unies
also began appearing throughout

the theatre, allowing air operations
'I'-rl_-_l mn I.',"\"ul'l_:i' IL'I]_'.II',,:Tl.I:I:{ d i f:'iTTi F‘:‘n.




NEW GUINEA
1942-43

he Japanese invaded New Guinea on 21 July 1942, seizing the |
airfields ar Lae, Salamaua and Buna and launching an offensive —
accompanied by repeated air artacks — on the capital of Port
Moresby and its vieal airficlds. They also advanced across the fearsome
Owen Stanley Range, which hoasted peaks up to 8000 fi high that were
covered with dense rain forest and separated by deep ravines and
interlacing gorges. Roads were non-existent in-country, and the Japanese
quickly showed their skill in jungle warfare by dislodging air-supplied
Australian forces from the critical mission station at Kokoda on 9 August.
Changes in command enabled an effective Allied response to the crisis,
however. Maj Gen George Kenney became commander of the Fifth Air
Force and Allied Air Forces, South West Pacific Area (SWPA), dircctly
subordinare to Gen Douglas MacArthur, the overall theatre commander-
in-chief, on 4 August 1942, Kenney saw thart the transports, no less than
bombers and fighters, were vital to success in New Guinea, and
MacArthur’s command allowed Allied forces to be effectively integrared.
The few Australian and US air and ground forces in Mew Guinea were
dependent on DAT, including 32 US transpores and a few converted

bombers, flying from Brisbane to airstrips outside of Port Maoreshy —
1400 miles, over water, for aircraft that had been withour overhaul or
repair for many months, Other DAT transports based ar Pore Moreshy
supplied frontline troops. DAT crews, both US and Australian, were soon
working with the troops, improvising parachure re-supply and medical
evacuations. Neither traming nor pre-war doctrine provided guidance,
The pattern was soon ser — many small, often single-aeroplane,

missions from Port Moreshy to forward strips or to airdrop supplies.

This US Army theatre map
released in 1945 reveals the vast
aried coverad by C-47 transports
in the SWPA. The black arrows
mark the various Allied offensives
that eventually resulted in the
defeat of Japanese forces in the
region | LIS Army
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Vital to the C-47's mission in New
Guinea were the ‘pushers’ and
"kickers', who were normally
volunteer ground personnel that,
assisted by aircrew, would get cargo
- here with a parachute attached -
out of the main door over the DL,
While the use of internal cargo
handling egquipment increased, the
need for a quick response to hit
amall DZs meant that most of this
procedure remained manual to the
end of the war in the Pacific and CEI
[Naticnal Archives)

C-47 pilot Capt William Embry of the 41st TCS, who was interviewed in
1942, described the weather in which crews flew from Port Moresby;

‘Sometimes we can get through certain passes at 9000 fr before the
weather builds up — and it really builds up, about noon. I guess some of
the highest thunderheads in the world are in this region. On the other
hand, if we have to fly on inseruments and give oursclves a safe margin of
clearance, we sometimes have to fly as high as 17,000 fi. Thar's darned
high for a loaded C-47. We have also had 1o fly around the southern rip
of New Guinea to get back to Port Moresby in the late afternoon.

The airlift had to split the few transports available berween supporting
the troops in the field, supporting the air forces and airlifting needed
reinforcements and supplies from Australia. Extra C-475 were delayed by
the Guadalcanal campaign, leaving DAT with just 78 rtransports in
September — 41 (15 non-flyable) of them USAAF - to both supply the
troops and fly in reinforcements.

Although air attacks on Port Moreshy destroyed transpores, they did
not halt the airlifts. One C-47, hit on the ground and almost cut in half,
had its control cables re-connected by “splintering” them with lumber to
allow the transport to be flown back to Australia by Capt ‘Pappy’ Gunn,
the Fifth Air Force's indefarigable ordnance chief, for repairs,

TSgt Lee Grace was one of the groundcrew sustaining the high pace of
operations with minimal resources;

‘A ten-hour inspection ought o involve eight men, four on each
engine. In those days, we had just five men, with one crew helping
another. It took all night for thar number of men 1o do the job, bur air
raids would slow us up. We'd have to douse the lights and run for a slit
rench. Then it took us a litde longer.”

Air re-supply sustained Australian forces holding the Kokoda Trail and
Milne Bay. Soon, 25 tons a day were airdropped by DAT, about half of
which was recovered. Even hard-pressed B-26s were diverted to airdrop
missions. At first, crews would try and drop as much as possible in each
pass over the drop zone (DZ). Soon, however, they learned that precision
was more important than volume, so they made up to ten passes, Norall
cargo :Equir-ed SCaArCe parachumﬁ, and as an Eipfdi.t‘.‘nt, tood, ifs:vl:un:l.}'
wrapped, could make do with just streamers to help mark its location.
Troaps also became more proficient
at selecting DZs and marking them
with smoke and panels.

Airlifes from Australia brought up
reinforcements, and in September,
these troops counterartacked. Three
battalions of Australian soldiers
Hown into Porc Moresby, and sup-
ported by airdrops, pushed back the
Japanese, weakened by an unsus-
rainable logistics trail. Additional
airlifts of troops — increasing the
force's size unril full Auscralian and
US divisions had arrived — sustained
the offensive. In addition o air re-
supply (100+ tons brought in daily




to New Guinea), the campaign depended on troop airlift, both from
Australia to Pore Moresby and from there to forward airstrips, starting
when Kokoda was recaptured on 2 November.

Ground forces quickly leapfrogged forward by airlift to fields identified
by reconnaissance, with forward strips such as that ac Wangela being
increasingly used from September, when a detachment of Australian
engineers hacked it our of the vegeration, Once the strip was declared
open, over the coming hours 12 C-47s (with P-39 escorts) carrying 3600
troops were flown in during the course of 71 sorties. The advance on
Buna, codenamed Operation Hatrack, required the airlift of 10,000+
personnel to forward airstrips, and the evacuation of the wounded. DAT
had 20 transports — ten of them Douglas rwins — primarily for evacuation,
and they flew out more than 13,000 casualties during the campaign,

While individual C-475 had been arriving in Australia since the spring,
and were allocated as replacement aircraft, the firse squadron complerely
equipped with the type (the 6th TCS) arrived in Australia in mid-Ocrober,
followed in October-MNovember by the 33rd, which was diverted 1o
Guadalcanal. The 374th TCG HQ was activated under DAT in
November to control the four TCSs operational in the Fifth Air Force.

Although USAAF doctrine focused on airborne assault, troop carrier
units readily adapted to the transpore missions required in-thearre, The
improvisation of an effective ground infrastructure made quick turn-

arounds possible, thanks to US air freight forwarding units, DATs cargo
regulating officers (to set and implement priorities) and experienced
Allied troops and Papuans physically loading and unloading aircraft.

Most of the missions were flown in daylight, usually withour escorts,
despite aggressive Japanese fighters and anti-aircraft fire. The C-47's
manaeuvrability often meant safery through evasive action or diving for
cloud cover, but those caught taking off or landing were often shot down,
Two C-475 were lost 1o ﬂghtﬂnj in this way in November alone. Losses
were 0 high — both to enemy action and operational causes — thar Maj
Gen Kenney told Washington "a man lives longer in a P-39 than in a
C-47". Transport crews were averaging 100 hours a month, and Kenney
wanted to send them home after 500 hours, buta :&hnrsag-;; of r::pL*j-;:me]u
crews kept them in action for much longer.

The liberation of Buna {23 January 1943) closed the 1942 New Guinea
campaign. Air transport had enabled Allied ground forces to bear
the Japanese in jungle warfare where they had previously been all-

congquering. MacArthur understood that transports did not just move

C-47-DL 47-38665 of the 6th TCS
taxies in at Port Moresby after
flying troops of the US 32nd
Infantry Division back from
Dobodura on 4 February 1943,
USAAF and RAAF transports were
used interchangeably for many
missions under DAT. This aircraft,
which arrived in Australia with the
317th TCG in January 1943,
operated with the Fifth Air Force
throughout the war

{National Archives)
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and supply ground forces, they shaped strategy. He commented, "The
railroad car of the last war has been replaced by the C-47 acroplane. Men,
food, munitions and artillery now go by air, War as waged in New Guinea
"ul'ﬁ'ﬂll_]ll:l b{" imPI:IESj I_-I_IC Wlit hl:ll.lt .'Ii!' [rians r.“ ?rlﬂt]li:llll.

This campaign, like the one foughr ar Guadalcanal, ser a partern for
Allied success. As with amphibious operations, the objective became o
.ﬂ,l:l"i'".ﬂl'lf_ﬂ:' Wh{:r’: I:I'lf _]al_'.'ﬂn!:ﬁ'l'. L "n"a't;l]'".:, :l':l_'!r'r?iih:.':i:i[]g Hilrfjsu[:ls 1|‘r'!'|.E|'E"|"|:|'
possible. Transport aireraft would drop supplies to the frondine, evacuate
wounded and fly in reinforcements, Ground forces would fight to secure
airfields for land-based air power, which would make possible further
advances. Engineers, whether aitlifted or amphibious, builr airfields and
infrastrucrure, USAAF engineer units and Navy Construction Bactalions
{"Seabees’) b:ing expert in mFI-i.i‘I airhield construction.

While the vast majority of cargo and personnel were still moved by sea,
air transportation proved decisive. Indeed, troops at the sharp end” were
now jn-:;rr.'..‘ﬁin g]}' ﬁl.l]:'.l]__.liil'_'l'.l :ind In-l:rli:l;i]l}f £ ;ICIJ&[ECI b'}- '-].i I's

NEW GUINEA 1943

The first complete Troop Carrier Group to deploy to the SWPA from the
US was the 317th TCG, is 52 C-47s arriving in Australia just in time o
be commirtted to an emergency airlifc into the beleaguered airhead ac
Wau. Starting on 29 January, the C-47s flew 2000 troops into Wau in
just 48 hours, aircraft manoeuvring down a valley between fog-shrouded

mountains and landing on a 3000-f strip buile on a 12 per cent slope.
(C-47s often had to circle the field until Australian counteractacks could
clear the Japanese away from its perimeter. Escorted C-47s fought their
way through enemy fighrers and survived bomber attacks on the airstrip.

Landing and unloading was also done under fire, and 11 C-47s were
lost {five evenrually rebuilt) at Wau, which now became a base for the
advance on Lae, susmining a 300-ton a :1:3}' airlift in Marth-.-':"‘pr“.

The 317th shared the near-universal appreciation of the C-477s
qualities for New Guinea. Capt William Embry of the 415t TCS recalled;

‘All of us think the Douglas C-47 is about the best type of ship in the
world for the type of work we do. With any other acroplane, we certainly
couldn’'t land on these muddy, short ficlds with loads of berween

This war-weary C-47 of the 375th
TCG is about to evacuate wounded
Australian troops to Port Moresby
from northern New Guinea in late
1943 [ TS5gt Walter D Kudler via
Auither's Collection)

5000 and 6000 Ibs. When vou try
and land that load on a 2000-fi
strip, vou have o know your acro-
Fllﬂ]'lf‘ i.s Eﬂl:l-d 2 .TI'H.{ W L:r“:l"«'r' tl.'l ilt.?
In February, the 317¢h left its new
C-47s behind in New Guinea for
the veteran 374th TCG and wok
the lateer group's war-weary collec-
tion of transports that it had been

flying throughout 1942 back 1o
Australia. The 317th operated these
aircraft under DAT control until
r{:p|a¢;t_‘.m ot '::F 'i_""l- :1rr':1.fﬂd.

Maj Gen Kenney had been pro-
mised four Troop Carrier Groups for
the 1943 r:.imp;i'lgn- To command

—




them, the 54th Troop Carrier Wing (TCW), under Col {larer Brig Gen)
Paul Prentiss, was activated. Yet despite production increases, the Fifth Air
Force had to fight for C-47s and crews, competing with the impending
mvasion of Sicily and the need to form and train Troop Carrier Groups
stateside for the 1944 invasion of Europe. In 1943, aircrew and aircraft were
kepr in action in New Guinea long after they would have been retired in
other thearres. By Seprember, there were 14 Troop Carrier Squadrons
leach supposedly equipped with 13 aircraft) in the Fifth Air Foree, all fully
commitred to transport missions.

In 1942, to support the campaign, ATC had expanded its services o
Australia. However, Washington barred ATC from flying directly 1o
New Guinea, which in turn meant that the delivery of priority cargo some
1500 miles from where it was needed proved to be of limited value. Weary
DAT crews duly had ro carry these cargoes from Australia to New Guinea
in barely serviceable C-47s, while the ATC went back to the US for
another load, The bitter Fifch Air Force jibe that ATC meant ‘Allergic To
Combat’ endured even when that problem was resolved,

EF-CPBL VININD MIN

As ATC gained enough personnel to regularly operate the routes to
Australia, it renamed its South Pacific Wing the West Coast Wing in
December 1942, forming a new Pacific Wing, headquartered ar Hickam
Field, in January 1943. That same month, ATC had 350 twin- and four-
engined transports on strength, 250 of them being C-47/DC-3 types. By
June 1943, ATC was flying critical aircraft parts — and parachutes for
coming airborne assaults — directly to Port Moresby. Further alleviating
the Fifth Air Force's transport burden, ATC commenced an intratheatre
service in July, with five C-475 linking Port Moresby with Australia,

Infrastrucrure improvements made transport aircraft more effective in
the 1943 campaign. Improved support facilities in Australia and ar Porr
Moreshy kept C-47s in action longer thanks to increased serviceability. A
new DAT terminal ar Milne Bay allowed quicker unloading of aircraft
and transfer of equipment to end-users, and improved airdrop rechniques
led to 85-90 per cent of supplies being recovered.

The Allied offensive against Lae required an intermediarte air base, so

the old airserip ar Tsili Tsili was secured and C-475 flew in a company of
USAAF airborne engineers with miniature bulldozers. Despite bad
weather, and Japanese fighters that shot down the first two C-47s o
arrive, the first US fighters flew inon 15 July, and within three weeks Tsil;
Tsili was receiving 150 wransports a day thanks to improved ground cargo
handling techniques. At nearby Marilinan, trucks and construction
cquipment were cut in half to fir into C-47s and welded together on

arrival, allowing a new airfield to be built, Pre-fabricated pierced steel
planking for runways was brought in aboard C-475, some of which were
Hown by Capr George Kutche, operations officer of the 415t TCS;

“We once flew in a 5000-ft runway. [t was broken into abouwr 90 pleces
per aeroplane, and it took lots of C-47s to bring it in, It was a maximum
load under those conditions. These runways are necessary for the
fighters, which cannot land under the rough conditions rhat we can. The
strip we were flying off actually had loose gravel on it, and | tore up a
dozen acroplane tyres in those few days.”

To help conclude the Lae campaign, on 5 September, the US Army's
503rd Parachute Infantry Regiment (PIR), reinforced by Australian 21

—
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A formation of C-4Ts flies over Mew
Guinea with a P-40 escort {tucked in
beneath the centre aircraft) in July
1943, The escort's altitude suggests
that they were primarily tasked
with suppressing any anti-aircraft
weapons that opened fire during
the airdrop, rather than defending
the transports from Japanese
fighters | Mational Archives)

Gen Douglas MacArthur,
commander-in-chief of the South
West Pacific Area, and Ma] Gen
George Kenney, commander of the
Fifth Air Force [in flight jacket at
right] discuss the impending Nadzal
girdrop with Col George M Jones,
commanding officer of the 503rd
PIR, shortly before take-off on 5
September 19432 (National Archives)

artillery, made the first parachuce
| llj[ ﬂft I'l':': TJ;LEiﬁC 1‘-:{-"‘.1:' at HEL{?:H.I_J
airfield, 30 miles inland from the
site of the amphibious invasion of
Lac made the previous day. Some
1700 troops were liteed by 79 C-475
of the 54th TCW, led personally by
Prentiss, from Pore Moresby, over
the Owen Sranleys, o Nadzab -
a distance of 200+ miles. Coordi-
nated with fighter and bomber
attacks, 1t was a complete success,
including the parachure drop of dis-
ﬂ‘.ﬂitmhl{‘d arti”t:r:.-' o [I_lﬂ: HT."C' time
this had been attempred in combar.

The parachute assault attracted
high level interest, with Gen
MacArthur and Maj Gen Kenney observing. The latrer described whart he
saw 1o USAAF chief of staff, Gen Henry ‘Hap’ Arnold:

:1 w] |_I '['::H :r'ﬂl.,l ﬂ;bl:_'l LAT l'l-li" .\'_'i.l'l.l;'ll"r\" on I_r:l SEFI'H'.'TH |.'H:r. "i"u"l_l‘l'.']'l. we Tl :":]'I:‘i. Hﬂﬁi:{dh
with 1700 paratroops, and with Gen MacArthur in a B-17 over the area
warching the show and jumping up and down like a kid. 1 was fying
No 2 in the same flight with him, and the operation really was a
magnificent spectacle. I ruly don't believe thar another air force in the
world today could have put this over as perfectly as the Fifch did, Some
320 aeroplanes in all, r:tkingniﬂi'nm eight different fields in the Moresby
and Dobodura areas, made a rendezvous right .on the nose over
Marilinan, flying through clouds, passes in mountains and over the top.

‘Mot a single squadron circled or stalled around, bur all slid into place
like clockwork and proceeded on the final flight down the Warue Valley,
turned to the right down the Markham and chen directly to the targer.

‘Going north down Watut Valley from Marilinan, this was the picrure
— heading the parade at 1000 fr were six squadrons of B-25 strafers, witch
cight 0.50-cal guns in the nose and 60 frag bombs in each bomb-bay.
Immediately behind, and 500 ft above, were six A-20s flying in pairs

{three pairs abreast), laying smoke as
".I'l.l:' ].ﬂ.:‘it 'I:Tﬂ:g I.-H:I'lTlI.-.l t'IPl{:Id:t‘d.

‘At abour 2000 fr, and directly
behind the A-20s, came 96 C-47s

r;.'l.rr}r'mg paratroops, ::U}:lplir_‘r:. and

some artillery. The C-47s flew in
three columns of three-acroplane
elements, each column carrying a
battalion set up for a particular bat-
talion dropping ground. On each
side along the column of rransports
and 1000 fr above them were the
close-cover hghters. Another group
of fighters sat at 7000 fr and, up in
the sun, staggered from 15,000 f1 to
200,000 ft, was stll another ErOup.




‘Following the transports came five B-17s, racks loaded with 300-Ib
packages with parachures, 1o be dropped to the paratroopers on call by

panel signals as they needed them. This mobile supply unit stayed over
Nadzab all day serving the paratroops, dropping 15 tons of supplies,

‘Following the echelon to the right and just behind the five supply
B-17swas a group of 24 B-24s and four B-17s, which left the column just
before the juncrion of the Warur and the Markham to take out the
defensive position at Heath's Plantation, berween Nadzab and Lae. Five
weather ships were used prior to and during the show along the route and
over the passes to keep the units straight on weather to be encountered
during their flights to the rendezvous. The “brass-hat” flight of three
B-17s above the centre of the transport column completed the set-up.

“The strafers checked in on the target at exactly the time set, just prior
to take-off. They strafed and frag-bombed the whole arca in which the
jumps were to be made, and then as the last bombs exploded the smoke
layers went to work. As the streams of smoke were built up, three columns
of C-475 slid into place, and in one minute and ten seconds from the time
the first parachute opened, the last of 1700 paratroopers had dropped.”

Following Col Prentiss in the lead C-47 The Honeymoon Express was
Maj Herbert Waldman, commanding officer of the 41st TCS. He was
leading the third three-ship vee of the formation;

“We all had the exact location in our minds — it was in the Markham
Valley, just 25 miles from Lae. Our objective was to scal the backdoor to
Lae. And this we did, and caprured it nine days later. It is now one of our
most important bases in the forward areas.

“We were held up before raking off, waiting for favourable weather
reports and the time that had been set as the zero hour. Then, on a visual
signal, we started up and raxied around in order to take off. The ship [ was
flying was number seven to take off and, in order to make the formation,
it was necessary after taking off to fly straighre ahead for 30 miles so that all
ships could ger off the ground and turn into position with us. We then
proceeded on course —we led the entire formarion.”

Mo transport aircraft were lost and 95 percent of the personnel hit cheir
drop zones, where they encountered minimal resistance, The parachure

This photograph was taken during
the paratroop assault on Madzab
on 5 September 1343, The C-47s
dropping paratroops are flying
through the smoke screen put
down by low-flying A-20s

[ Mational Archives)

A follow-up supply drop was made
for paratroops in the Markham
Valley on & September 1343, the
broad open wvalley allowing the
C-47s to deliver supplies in the
preferred vee formation. In the
smaller drop zones more typical

of New Guinea, aircraft would have
to drop singly, making repeated
passes |NMational Archives)

C-47A-35-DL 42-23880 SURE SKIN,
of the 68th TC5/433rd TCG carried
this artwork during its time in Mew
Guinea in 1943-44

[Author’s Collection]
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assault and subsequent supply airdrops, coordinared with fighter and
bomber attacks, were a success. Nadzab airficld proved to be in good
enough shape thata lift of 11 CG-4A gliders with engineering equipment
was cancelled in favour of having C-47s tly directly into the base.

Starting on 0 September, the Australian 7th Division was Hown into
Nadzab fromTsili Tsili, where it had been previously airlifred. Some 420
acroplane-loads of infantry arrived over five days. Nadzab continued 1o
be re-supplied by air (200 sorties per day) unul December, when a road
was completed from Lae,

Transport aircraft — assisted by bombers pressed into a transport role —
|T:I.:|.df' Pﬂﬁhi.ble l!lE !-I:‘erar-d ..‘I.'Ij'l-'.'ll'l.l:t' H!'.h.l'!'t[]i.l'_";j i.lil' FH:IH'L"I.' i.]'l. HL‘T&' {}uj[]i‘ﬂ.
C-47s had propelled Allied units from their bases around Port Moresby
tr new ones 10 the north, which in turm made FHj:iiibIl: m|_|||:i];:u]i:
advances in the region. Support of ground operations also included large
numbers of airdrop and medical evacuarion missions. In 1943 alone,
some 32,000+ casualties were evacuared by air in the SWPA.

C-4TA-35-DL 42-23880 SURE SKIN
of the GBth TC5/433rd TCG was
the first Allied aeroplane to land

at Lae-Finschhafen, in New Guinea,
on 18 December 1943 when it led
in a large formation of transports.
Here photographed over the Cwen
Stanleys, note that the aircraft's
national insignia — in this case the
1943 red-bordered version — has, in
comman with many aircraft in the
Pacific, had the red fade out of it.
As seen on page 23, the C-47 had
a pin-up on the port side under
the cockpit. Note also the mission
scoreboard [relatively rare in New
Guinea because of the number of
missions flown| aft of the cockpit.
C-47 crews were specifically asked
not to publicise the number of
combat missions they flew so0 as
to avold tension with Eighth Air
Force veterans stateside! This
aircraft was transferred to ATC

in 1944, and post-war it operated
as an airliner in Chile until retired
in the 19703 | National Archives)

433rd TCG C-47s participate in the
big daylight fly-in of fighter unit
groundcrews and supplies to Lae-
Finschhafen airstrip on 18 December
1943 (NMational Archives]

FHght nurse 2Lt Elizabeth Dodd
[armed with a standard 0,45-cal
pistol and wearing a Fitth Air Force
shoulder insignia) checks the list of
wounded to be evacuated, and their
required in-flight medical care, at
Hollandia in early 1944

[ Mational Archives)




CBI 1942-44

t the end of 1942, with the Japanese no |r1|jg¢r poised to launch
1 major olensive against India from Burma, and Allied
counterartacks delayed by the theatre's low priority in resources,
the focus of air transport in the CBI theatre became the airlift to China
over the ‘Hump'. In December 1942, ATC ok over the air re-supply
mission to China from the Tenth Air Force, E:i[ul:u-lj_u.hil:g its India-China
Wing as controlling headquarters. This made the I lump’ airlifi
i|1c||:'p|;'|]df:nr of the C:ll1i|iﬂigl‘4 i.?lg-:lil'lht the ]'.lp.'ulc.-sn_' 1 Hurnm, thus
H-_'ﬁL‘L'Tng the US government s top-level strategic priority — not shared by
the British — of keeping China in the war. It also added to the confused
command relationships thae h.L:n'l.lm'ung air power in the CBIL.
In mid 1942, the ca rgo o China uhjt‘::'fi'.'-:: Was [CEC0 [0 a mone

achievable 4000 tons per month, although ATC still found it hard
ramp up to this level. Aircrew, aircraft and infrascrucrure alike were all
lacking. Bases in Assam were difficult to reach by road from Indian pores,
and these roads were often inoperable in the monsoon season. Aircraft
serviceability was also poor, whilst ATC crews lacked training for
mountain Hying. ‘Hump’ routes generally ran for 720 miles, and required
C-47s o fly ar an altirude of at least 20,000 fi, especially after Japanese
fighters closed off the lower altitude routes over northern Burma,

The high-alotude route soon became known as the ‘Aluminium
Highway', as it was paved with crashed aircraft. Surviving a tour of dury
{initially 750 hours, bur later reduced to 6501 often seemed impoassible.
More lethal than the Japanese were unexpected weather changes,
I::';,ll.l.lj.-"rl CIt ﬁ?liil.l.l"‘.' ;J:I'ld ||i3"r'igi|.1'il':ll'! CITOrs OWVET ll_l'll;_'h.;l]'l.t'l'_l ['II“'.]['IF:!i]'l!‘i. {,,}l]'f:'
lost crew made repeared radio calls for position fixes. Then, after a last
call, singing loudly in the grips of lethal hypoxia (oxygen failure), they
vanished among the peaks.

With navigation aids scarce, crews quickly learned to descend through
overcasts in narrow mountain valleys by spiralling down around a radio
beacon ina f‘:r}-dl_'gl'tl.: braiile. Kunming, ina 1.';1|I.;:_',3 and liable to be socked

in for extended ]_'.lt:'l'it‘.ll'.'l...'-i, was one of the FArst 'Hump‘ ficlds o receive

Heading out on a mission frorm
the agirfield in Sookerating, Assam,
im July 1943, the closest aircraft
im this photograph was one of the
first USAAF C-475 built, whilst the
middle transport was a converted
DC-3 [probably a C-48], As can
clearly be seen, the surface over
which these aireraft are taxiing
would easily become a sea of
mud in rainy conditions. All three
transports are part of the 13th
Ferry Squadron/1st Ferry Group
iMational! Archives|
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AIR TRANSPORT GOMMAND
AIRFIELDS IN ASSAM

o I'D E'D 30

HILEE

ey

proper terminal control. Brig Gen William Tunner, who was later to
command the ‘Hump’ effort, described prevailing weather conditions;
MI]I. 1.] o=t l'.l':] ulijh:.. (WEr tl'.“: I:I'IriTt' nonLfe, I'!_I.Tl_'.l'l_t.lt'.l'll;t': 'n"u"'l'jl'l_l.]{! I_:l'l_l.'-lld L.IFI 'I'_]'Fi:'l_
severity greater than [ have ever seen anywhere else in the world, before or
since. Winds of as much as 100 mph piling into the steep barren slopes
'r'!'ﬂull'i g]-'l]'ll'_'t' l::lﬂ: T Create ||.Fd rd H.""\. over I'|‘|t' ri{ig_t:.lc an d {Euwn I;_‘I ra I'['.h Qver

the valleys. Aeroplanes caughr in a downdraft could drop ar the rate of

S000 fr per minute, then suddenly be whisked upwards ar almost the
same speed. These tremendous storms would come on with great
suddenness — there was no way to telling the amount of turbulence within
a cloud unal you were in it

M.I.]'I.lf WOTSL SEOCIT we 8ver 1[.3.1.! on fl'll.' “Hl.l.l'l'lpl. CHCCLD r:n:::l Ll r|ir_'|' T|‘.|‘.1n Tl'l\'."
usual spring thunderstorms, in January, buc its characreristics were the
same. [t brought violent gusts and updrafts, along with severe icing, sleet
-;:I.I'I.d ]'I.Hil- ..'I'III. ].”I:]-llli?h "-'-l':i[]'lj.. I'IH"."-"“ ['lj-__z ACTOES QU CAsi-1west roubes :]'LTJ:L'H}T
from the south, blew aeroplanes far to the north among the high
Himalayas. Conditions were the same from 15,000 foup to 38,000 fr — we
couldn’c ger under and we couldn’t get over.”

Diespite all these obstacles, the onnage starced to rise. In June, ATC
had 146 transports committed to the ‘Hump’ and delivered 2219 tons to
China, while CNAC, with 20 DC-3s, delivered 761 tons. In September,
ATC, now with 225 transports, delivered 5198 tons, while CNAC, with
23 DC-3s, delivered 1134 tons. ATC's goal was to replace all C-47s
Hying the "Hump' with larger, more powerful C-46s, bur the first of chese
to reach the CBI proved to be so unreliable that they were returned to the
US for r1:|':-:3ir:-.. AT would have eo H'_'I:.-' o L-475 well ingo 1944,

In December 1942, the Tenth Air Force had only eight USAAF
C-47/53s — war-weary returnces from the Middle East - to support
operations in India and Burma, whilst the China Air Task Force (later 1o
become the Fourteenth Air Force) had just a single C-47. Lack of air
re-supply subsequently led to the failure of the first Allied ground
offensive in Burma, in the Aralkan, in December 1942,

This wartime map reveals the
Iocation of ATC airfields in India’s
northeastern state of Assam

(LIS Armyl




Marked, appropriately, with a "1’ on
its nose, this C-47 was the first of
its type based in China (at Kweilin)
with the USAAF in October 1943,
Used as a personal transport by Maj
Gen Clare Chennault, commanding
genaeral of the Fourteenth Air Foree,
the aircraft introduced the “three
coolies” unit insignia that was
adopted by all transports and the
222nd TCS, (Aational Archives|

A C-47 comes In over a DZ in
northern Burma in a dive. Note the
parachutes opening from the cargo
dropped on this pass. Diving passes
incraased the aircraft's speed

and reduced its vulnerability to
groundfire |Mational Archives)

Future offensives launched from China and India would rely on air
re-supply, as had proven so effective in New Guinea. Brigadier Orde
Wingate's Chindits, who parachured in behind enemy lines in Burma on
12 February 1943, relied exclusively on RAF transports, which flew 178
sorties and dropped 303 tons to the multi-battalion raiding force.,

Following the success of this raid, Wingate realised that transport air-
craft in radio contace with troops on the ground had revolutionised
jungle warfare. He advocared a total restructuring of the Allied offensive
so that instead of an overland advance, it would seize airheads and
i-;.‘itpﬁ'c}g forward by air to Hanoi, in Indochina.

Although rhis idea meshed with Gen ‘Hap' Arnold’s advocacy of
strategic airborne invasions, there were not enough aircraft or resources,
especially considering the ‘Hump’ commitment, in the low-prioricy CBI o
make this strategy feasible. Therefore, Arnold promised ar the Quebec
conference of August 1943 that in compensation for a shorwage of C-475

in-theatre, USAAF transports would
aid both Wingate's next raid and an
offensive in northern Burma in 1944
by Chinese forces led by US Gen
Joseph Stilwell.

Two new Tenth Air Force C-47

squaclrons — 1st and 2Znd T'CSs
arrived in India and started o fy
troop re-supply missions over Burma
on 3 March 1943. Reintorced by
|"|I..[-C-. []‘IE!’;C b-'l.]lli.’ld]'li.lli'll'i -L'[JI'I'I['I'HI”L"!.[
four C-47s a day away from the
‘Hump'

The 51Lppl}' ]L.mﬁ”ing infrastruc-
ture in remote Assam had o be
j[]‘lp]’ﬂ".-']l."iﬂd. W]'li'l'.]'l {ill]}' 5]1}'-.'.-'!.','[{
down operations. The “pushers and
kickers’ that packed and dropped

Pr-Zr61 18D
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|.] e Cﬂrg{:l wWore -'I.H ‘.'1:-]unt-::|:‘.r ET‘: A I:‘I
personnel who were already work-
ing flat our 1o keep their weary
C-47s airworthy.

In June 1943, 2nd TCS, with ten
C-47s, rook over these missions
from ATC. The 1st TCS, which
commenced operations from Din-
jan the following month, was rein-
ler'I:Ed. l}_'r' EI-.‘EII."[.":._.' ..‘I.i.]'li_'ft"l'u' ."I.I.'II:]
assigned airdrop missions for north-
ern Burma., The 2nd TCS, based
=1 ."::ucﬂ*.urat:ir:g. W 'L'(][]'I.T['Ii.‘lh'.'{! Tt
Burma airdrops in October 1943,

Japanese hghters remained a
threat in Burma, and with escons
rarc, some C-47 crews firted dheir air-
':]'-:I.E-[ '!".'j[l':l i.Eﬁ]:ll'(H'i:ﬂ'."d 'i"."-"l.i.:'lT r:|1.:iv;.+:|1'r.|:.'
ZUn MOUns.

Between these two squadrons and
":H..T{..:-.. Ibfl'_'t'h LENE] |.|::H'_' grclur]d lr_'a.:rn-.‘_':]
they could rely on USAAF air
dn:px- With :L:ir-grmlm! coopera-
tion techniques improving rapidly,
the C-47s" cfforts shifted to north-
ern Burma. In Ocrober, with the

E‘[’:I‘iji!'lﬁ ':I'E- 1.]1'.‘ ITIOILS00N] SEa%0T0, 1:71'1.'[1

Stilwell's ﬁ}r‘c-:s —Chinese divisions, NORTH BURMA—AREA OF OPE HATIﬂf';I.S
}Jiu&. one LIS Army r_'mnpntcirr: regi- - — T B—
L = — PN A

ment known as *Merrill's Maraud-
ers —commenced an offensive to retake Myitkyina airfield in an effort to
re-Gpen air routes to Lhina that could be flown at lower alomude, Seizure
of the airfield would also enable work to start on the Ledo Road,
connecting China with India. The success of Stilwell's offensive relied

exclusively on air re-supply — 638 tons in Ocrober, increasing to 1700

Morth Burma Area of Operations
(LS Army)

Loading pipe into a C-47 of the
10th CCS for the Ledo Road from
India to Burma (Mafiomnal Archives)

tons in December, plus a dedicared
‘stovepipe’ re-supply of 15 tons a
day to "Merrill's Marauders’.

This effort tied up most available
{-47s in-theatre, which greatly con-
cerned the British, who were }'.-].'m-
ning oftensives furcher south.

Ti:r]th .'!'u.]r Fnrﬁ:r: ﬂl.-ll:] R.'!ll.F crans-
port units were formed into a joint
Troop Carrier Command (TCC)
under USAAF Brig Gen William D
Old ar chis dme. This was in turn
subordinate o the joint Eastern Air
Command {EAC) under USAAF
Maj Gen George E Stratemeyer. He

toldd "".'r":-".is.hi:ngmn, ‘the -!_‘.l!l'li:.' way we




C-47 42-32836 Smilin’ Jack of

the 803rd Medical Air Evacuation
Squadron was a rarity, being

a dedicated medical evacuation
aircraft. With few exceptions,
USAAF Medical Air Evacuation
Squadrons provided the ‘back end’
crewvs for troop carrier and transport
squadrons, Originally an ATC
aircraft that arrived in the CBI in
1942 and was bagsed in Assam, this
machine was rebuilt atter damage
and aderned with Red Cross
markings that only a handful of

U5 military aircraft carried in
combat areas on a permanent basis,
Markings included the Red Cross on
8 white square above and below the
wings where there was no national
insignia, and the ‘last three” digits
of the serial on the fin above the
sarial itself as an aircraft numbaer,
42-32836 was withdrawn from

use in 1945 (Mational Archives]

can supply any force thar advances
into Burma s by air. We must
have troop carrier squadrons’. By
December 1943 there were four
C-47 units in the Tenth Air Force,
controlled by the 433rd TCG,

USAAF C-47s were also vital to
special operations in the CBL In
China, the first rransports based on
the far side of the "Hump' could
insert and re-supply personnel in
areas where the Japanese did nor have effective conrrol. They could also
retrieve downed aircrew and deliver US Office of Strategic Services
(O58), military (including weather teams) and other personnel. (88
derachments started operations among the Karens of north Burma in
early 1944, and OS5 officer 1Lt Joseph E Lazarsky flew on one of the early
missions generated to support them;

‘On 31 March 1944, I was observer aboard a C-47 from the 2nd TCS
crewed by 1Lt R M Brigman (pilot), 2Lt D ] Hill (co-pilot), 1Lt Hoyt E
Hager, Jr (navigator) and Cpl | Meek (radio operator). The cargo was
vital supplies and equipment for our party ar Warang, in Burma. The ship
wok off from Dinjan, Assam, at 1635 hrs. Extremely unfavourable
weather was encountered in the Hukawng Valley, and it was necessary ro
fly close to a broad thunderhead so as to cross the valley.

“After 30 minutes of flying the heavily loaded C-47 through extreme
rurbulence, the valley had been crossed. The weather conditions ahead
appeared to be similar to those just experienced. Heavy, dark clouds hung
over a ridge which was to be crossed. In my judgment, the situarion
justified turning back, but when [ told 1Lt Brigman chat the equipment
was badly needed thar day, he stated thar he would rake a chance.

By a circuitous route across a 6000-ft ridge and through turbulent air,
1Lt Brigman flew to our destination in a valley partially covered by
broken clouds. He ler down over dropping ground in bad air turbulence,
then under these unfavourable conditions delivered the cargo. The return
trip, though with an empty ship, was arduous because of the night
instrument condirions, Several days later our man in Warang reporred
the needed supplies and equipment were received in good condition,

At the Cairo Conference in November 1943, China was promised a
10,000-ton monthly airlift — more than 12,000 tons arrived che tollowing
month. Plans to base B-295 in China to strike Japan further increased the
ATC's "Hump’ airlift requirements. To achieve this, in addition to
new aircraft — C-47s, C-46s (experiencing serviceability problems},
C-87/109s {converted B-24s) and C-54s — ATC continued to build up
local intrastructure. Rescue C-47s were forward based, with these being
able to land or airdrop survival specialists to keep downed crews alive,

As the 1943 monsoons came to an end, the Japanese made repeated
efforts to disrupr the airlift with fighter attacks and the bombing of
airfields in India. While few transports were lost, these attacks forced
tights onto the longer routes so as to avoid northern Burma.

In January 1944, the British roops moving along Burma's Arakan
coast were forced to rely exclusively on air re-supply when the Japanese
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Gen Henry '"Hap" Arnold, USAAF
chief-of-staff, awards a medal to Col
Fhilip Cochran. A veteran of Morth
Africa, Cochran was hand-picked by
Arnold to organise and lead the 15t
Air Command Group in India, which
provided dedicated air support for
Orde Wingate's Chindits. Cochran
wias widely kmown as the model for
‘Flip Corkin’, a character in the then-
popular comic strip Terry and the
Pirates. Cochran used his link to
Arnold to allow Wingate to receive
support from other USAAF units as
wiell as the Air Commandos
(Mational Archives)

& C-47 of the 1st ACG demonstrates
a unit specialty known as the ‘glider
snatch’ at Hailakandy, in India, This
tactic was used to extract both
casualties and units in the Chindit
campaign, along with the few
surviving gliders from Broadway,
Chowringhees, Clydeside and other
forward airstrips (Mational Archives)

Army's 53th Division counterartacked the 7th Indian Division's rear
echelon and divisional HQ. Although the troops were cut off, they
adopted defensive positions in an area dubbed “The Admin Box" and
withstood _|-I[‘r-t11n‘-‘~':' attacks thanks o continual ru.'-:-.|.|l:||_'||}-' etfores h).-
USAAF C-47s. Airdrops commenced on 8 February, three days after the
troops had been cur off. Japanese tighters downed one transport and
damaged another, thus preventing more than half the supplies from
reaching the troops. Until EAC gained air superiority on 15 February,
n.‘-!ill]'.l]‘.llj.' missions had to be flown art mghl. or with ﬁt—':!“"-'[ ESCOITS.

The transpores eventually flew 9200 sorties and delivered 1100 tons of
supplies. Aside from the C-47s, 25 ATC C-46s were pulled off che
‘Hump’ to help with the airlift (it had taken seven days for the US Joint
Chiefs of Staffin Washington, DC to approved their use!), although they
lacked the C-47's reliability and prn'ﬂ:d vulnerable to ;_:rm:m] fire. Air
|'|.'-.'iup|;1|j.' made “The Admin Box™ a fortress, .1|t|:1-'.l.i|1:_{ |apanese frontal
artacks to be blunted by superior firepower. The enemy also threw their
remaining fighters at the airlift, but they were defeared by RAF Spitfires,

However, the bartle had disrupted preparations for Wingate's second
offensive, including what he saw as his own private air force, the USAAF's
Ist Air Commando Group (ACG). This composite unit — formed on the
direct orders of Gen Arnold, and ir1d:.'pi.'11i|rnr from EAC and withheld
from TCC taskings — included a squadron of 16 C-47s and gliders. Its
combat-experienced commanders, Col "hilip Cochran and Lt Col John
Alison, had been hand-picked by Arnold.

With the RAF unable to both support Wingare and the main force
operations to the south, TCC C-47 units had ro be pulled away from
re-supply missions to train in 5|i1|-;:r rowing and |1ig|1r formartion H}riug_
Eventually, seven transport sqquadrons were commirtted ro the Chindits.

1'n."'»:-":ir1_|__1,;LTnc' had planned to use C-475 to open his offensive with an
B0-glider lifr 1neo |.1m1i|1.g zones (L2s) H.ru..:r.!'nwzl_r and .|“‘;'4'.;':;;f.f.!5f'}l, that
waould then be made into .L:ir.*.lr:||'-.x. However, a :-;hurmp'u of C-47s meant
that the gliders (overloaded Waco CG-4As, carrying 4500 Ibs each rather
than the standard 37350 lbs) would have 1o be double-towed, USAAF
units had pr;i-;.'[i::.{'d this in tr.li.uing, bur it was seldom done uF:...-_-r.-uinu.ul]:,-
because long runways were required and C-47s had to cruise ar full power.
In the CBI, the use of locally prm‘lhrud substirure ropes increased the risk
of tow lines parting, leaving gliders to crash-land in the Burmese jungle.

On 5 March the fly-in commenced, and when last-minure aerial
reconnaissance revealed obstructions on f‘;.'.:'.-.r;;'.r'f.'_’;r, A0 minutes before

take-off the entire force was divert-

ed w Broadway. OF the 67 gliders
towed off the ground by C-47s in
the birst wave, nn]}' 32 made it to a
night landing at Broadway, Many
aborted, while others suffered tow
line splits.

[t rook 80 minutes for C-47s 1o

climb ar full throrde 1o the eruising
altitude of BOOOD fr. ,J"lll_'u|_'|r|;3;1|;|‘|ing
Broadway, Lt Col Alison released
his glider from the lead C-47.

—




“Alison overboard, We'll have the bar open for you by tomorrow night’,
he radioed Wingarte, and he proved as good as his word.

The ghder force suffered heavy casualties in the nighe landings, bur 540
troops, and their equipment, arrived, including airborne bulldozers and
engincers that turned Brogdiay into a 5000-ft airstrip. The first C-47s
Hew in the following night with reinforcements, and on the first day of
operations, 62 C-47s landed and rook off from Broadivay,

On the night of 6 March, 12 C-47s single-towed gliders to a new field,
codenamed Chowringhee, but much of the construction equipment was
lost in the landings, delaying its opening to C-475 by two days. Maj Lewis
Burwell, CO of the 27¢h TCS, led his unit during the fly-in;

“Trattic at these strips was unbelievable. The dust was terrific. The only
control was a red and green “biscuit gun”. On one trip, we carried 40
fully-equipped Gurkhas, and on another, seven badly disoriented mules,
with attendants, Incidentally, until you've had a scared mule frisking
around in the back of your acroplane ar night, over enemy territory,
vou've missed one of life's rare sensations.

Our loads grossed as much as 4000 Ibs over airline maximums. The
temporary strips were considerably shorter than runways in the States,
and were as rough as a Minsky matinee. Landing lights were out of the
question. The only possible technique was to line her up, hold the
airspeed steady, aim for the first flare pots, then pray and sweat. The glow
from the exhaust stacks of the ship in front told you if your interval was
too close. Nothing told you if the guy behind was too close.

‘For concealment and security againse air and ground attack, the strips
had been selected ro permit only one approach — like giant caves with the
roofs knocked our, Regardless of wind, take-off was made in the direction
opposite to landing, The high peaks chat rimmed one end and both sides
made “over shooting” simply out of the question, There were no pull up
and go around procedures, no second choice. Yet in spite of these
apparently impossible conditions, the safety record was phenomenal. The
only casualties were in the initial blacked-our glider landings, and the
only aircraft damaged were in a dust cloud angle at Chowringher.’

The decision was soon made to fly the main Chindit striking force into
Broadway, and in a six-day operation, 9000 troops, 1300 pack animals,
250 tons of supplies and a battery each of Bofors 40 mm and pack
howitzers arrived. Losses were low,

Maj Lewis Burwell, CO of the 27th
TCS, waves from the pilot’s seat of
his C-47, Eadie /. The 27th became
the first transport squadron to be
permanently based in China after

it had supported the Chindits and
participated in the airlifts to Imphal
and Myitkyina, in Burma. The undar-
cockpit Rebecca antenna is of

the early design, recognisable by
light-coloured vertical elements.
Burwell was a strong and farceful
commanding officer of a unit that,
alongside the 315th TCS, joined the
Alr Commandos and the RAF in
supparting the Chindits while

the 1st and 2nd TCS warked

with Stillwell’s forees to the north
in 1944. In 1945 the 27th moved

to China to make possible the
successiul Chinese counter-
offensive along the Salween River
[Matianal Archives|

Chindits = soldiers of the King's
Liverpool Regiment (Pvie Willlam
McEwen in left foreground], West
African Frontier Force and Indian
Army personnel = wait for a night
fiy-in at Langalat forward base, in
India, Four 27th TCS C-47s are on
the flightline | National Archives)

but ineluded "-T’:-’inga[c. killed in a
B-25 crash. Maj Burwell saw him
just betore his last take-off;

"The days were getting hot, Sleep-
ing was difficult. Each night the
weather across the mountaing was
a linde thicker. There were more
thunderstorms to dodge. Cne night
the tcurbulence was especially severe.
Co-pilot Brooks and | squirmed
and wiggled our way into Broad-
ey, on instruments pracrically the
entire distance. Gen Wingate was
there preparing to return to India in

Br-EZvEL |93
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A 2nd ACG Waco CG-4A glider is
seen en route to northern Burma
behind a C-47 [out of shot] in single
tow conflguration in February 1945.
The initial Chindit insertions, using
double tows and flown at night,
wara much more challenging.

The US-built CG-4As were vital to
Chindit operations because there
wias no British glider capability in
the CBI. The Horsa glider was not
only too big for Burmesa LEs, it was
unsuitable for the moist tropical
climate, as its plywood construction
tended to come unglued

i Aational Archives)

one of Cochran’s B-25s. He asked
abour the weather, We old him we
weren't going to return until after
midnight when the thunderstorms
had begun to dissipate. Three days
later the burned wr{:r:kag: of his
ship was found on a mounrain side
near the Burma-India border. His

famous sun helmer was sull intact.”

(C-47s continued to bring in sup-
plies to Broadway and Chowringhee
(evacuated on 10 March), as well as
flying sorties for the Chindits.
Another airstrip — Aberdeen — was
I;]FIE'HCI'.‘I Jl:ﬁ't‘l’ Hi:l: g.llldt'ﬂi WJILE'I. ‘l'.']'l.gj-
neers were towed in on the night of
22 March, while ground columns caprured another airfield ( White Ciry).

B{'fﬂust ]Tlﬂl'l]r' I:FF fl-lr T}.?h WeTeC n {:Ilﬂ"il'_" pr{]xlll:m't}f Lo JH[]&I'I.E:‘:‘E ﬂ..:l.l'.{
positions, the majority of missions were flown ar night. Gliders were often
used to deliver equipment — 1st ACG C-475 alone flew more than 90
glider missions in the following two months — and were later picked up
from the LZs by hook-equipped C-47s.

In late March, a Chindit force was inserted in the Kawlin-Wunthe area
in five ghiders and, mission accomplished, was extracred the same way. Air
casualry evacuation was also one of the major improvements from the first
Chindir operation. Air mobility also allowed the force to be concentrated
ﬂ.'l'l.l:l ml:l"l-'ﬂl;,] :I'-HSI.'ET "]'l.ﬂl-l l}lt CNErmy L'{:l'l.l]d n.'_l;ll-nr:ld. BLH. ‘I.':llhf" ﬁl:lir'lls an
eransports in the CBI limited the Chindits” ability to sustain operations.
Mevertheless, their withdrawal was not completed until August.

Gen Stilwell’s concurrent offensive into northern Burma, slowed by
lack of re-supply during the Chindit fly-ins, was reinforced by an
additional Chinese division broughr in by returning "‘Hump’ ﬂit_r'htﬁ from
China to Sookerating in late March. From there, in a seven-day airlifr on
5-12 April, C-47s of the 1st TCS, with reinforcement from other units,
hmughr 7250 Chinese [rOOps INfo battle in 203 sorties, An additional
280 re-supply sorties were also flown to the forces in northern Burma.,

While these operations were taking place, the Japanese launched their
decisive offensive into India on 10 March. Many of the Allied transports
were still operating further north, supporting Stilwell or flying night
missions in support of the Chindits at the ime, The Japanese succeeded
in wrong-footing the Allies, who were deployed for an advance in south
Burma. Rapidly advancing, enemy forces curt off a large concentration of
troops in Dimapur, [rnpha| and Kohima. It was the "Admin Box" on a
much larger scale, and air re-supply again became vital. Japanese reserve
air power from throughout Southeast Asia supported the offensive,

Maj Burwell explained that “the siege of Imphal developed rapidly. All
night, every night, we'd see long enemy convoys moving toward India on
the few east-west roads in Burma. Zeros popped over the Chin Hills
above the Imphal plain every morning with the sun. Every return orip
from Burma had to cross this unhealthy pacch of sky. The "dawn came up
out of China"” and we raced it home'.




With Allied fighters needed to combar Japanese air attacks, C-475 —
reinforced by bombers — had to fly airlift missions withour escorts. The
Supreme Allied Commander South East Asia Theatre, Adm Lord Louis
Mountbatten, wanted 30 ATC C-47s to be diverted from the ‘Hump'
within 72 hours, bur Washingron allocated 20 C-46s instead. The Indian
Sth and 7th Divisions were quickly flown into Imphal, whilse Allied
forward positions — including beleaguered Kohima — were sustained by
air re-supply. | Lt Ralph C De Dastro of the 27th TCS described the night
airdrop missions his unit flew in the absence of fighter escorts;

The missions to feed these men were to be flown ar night, thus
lessening the danger of interception, and making it difficult for cheir
il1lE]lig=:I1L't'~' to find our whar was guing o, Ar our base in f':i}']herq fromm
red mud reverments, along winding narrow taxiways, our transports
made their way to the runway. Their opened doors revealed rations
packed neatly in packs, with the parachute folded and tied over them.

"On all three dropping missions, the ships carried an eight-man crew
|'_'I:II1}ii.'il‘iI'IE of the pi'u-l:1 co-pilot, |:1:i1f'ig:umr, crew chief, radio operator and
three men in the back of the aeroplane whose job it was to push the packs
out on a signal from the pilot, As one can readily imagine, the ships were
very heavily loaded. As the pilots muttered “Mixtures rich, il wheel
locked, cowl flaps trail”, the “old faichfuls” rolled down their grey cement
path, gathering speed and more speed until they were airborne into the
night. They climbed slowly, but unfalteringly, to their assigned alticudes,
headed east rowards Imphal, crossed the swa mps, flew on into the
darkness of the nighe that could be felt. The blackness was incredible —
nothing could be seen in either the sky or on the ground.

“T'he first visible landmark was the great winding Chindwin River. The
acroplanes flew on, the minutes dragged by, the Navigators, poring over
their tables, stared ar their maps, checked and rechecked their courses,
figured their ETAs (estimated time of arrival) to within seconds and
hurricdly went forward to their equally worried pilors. Suddenly, like a
light from heaven, a signal was seen below. The code lereer for the night
was flashed and a proper answer received. The ships ler down slowly, with
areat cautlion, as so much of that territory was unsurveyed, and there was
no definite knowledge as to the altitude of the surrounding terrain.

‘Above the gigantic trees of that dense jungle, the aeroplanes flew their
drop patterns. As they reached the small clearing berween the trees, the
bell rang in the back of the acroplane and the three men pushed our the
packs of eagerly awaited rations.”

By late March, the Japanese offensive had ground to a halt, but Allied
ground supply routes remained cur. Stilwell's drive on Myitkyina
required transport support if it was to succeed before the monsoons
arrived, so Mountbareen again asked for more ATC cransports. This time,
Washingron wrned him down, However, the Combined Chiefs of Staff
commiteee ordered four USAAF C-47 squadrons (the 64th TCG) plusan
RAF Dakora unit from laly to India in an emergency deployment char
was 1o lase until May, bur turned out to be required until late June.

For the aircrew of the 64th TCG, transferred from [taly, the monsoon
and the presence of enemy fighters were both unfamiliar. On 1 May,
a formation of eight 64th TCG C-47s was artacked by Japanese
Fighters. Seven survived and carried out their missions. The eighth C-47

F-Zv61 192



(42-24376 of the 35th TCS) was being flown by 1Lt Ellis W Widney,
along with 2Lt Peter A Machnik (co-pilot), Thge Don C Hays (crew
chief) and Sgt John Knag (radio operator). They also had a Bricish
passenger on board. Widney reporred;

“Ar 0840 hrs, abour 25 mi
1000 fr, three “Oscar [s™ attacked my acroplane, firing from the right side

{5 .‘S.ﬂll[]'[ 11,'|'||.,‘|_ WEST f,]'l:. ]-:':!llil.l at an Bl‘iludt' ﬂi.

CHAPTER THREE

of the C-47, The first bursts set the load of empry gasoline drums on fire
and scored hits on the tail surfaces, severing some of the conerol cables.
I drove the ship to the deck and attempted w land it, cutting both
engines. The ship bounced off a small knoll into a swamp, tearing away
the undercarriage, and then bellied into the swamp at a speed of 150 miles
an hour. The crew, in-:;ludint:, one British passenger, and 1 cscapn:d
through the forward escape hatch of the blazing ship.

‘As the last man crawled ro safety from the blazing inferno thar
the airplance now was, the three *Oscars” returned, strafing, Each "Oscar”
made a pass at the aeroplane and departed. We proceeded through the
swamp, with mud and warter up to our waists.’

Everyone made it back ro Allied lines, and a second C-47 survived a
mid-air collision with an .Ltluckillg ];‘L[:r;llll.::-l_' ﬁ:_f;h[-:.‘r.

Additional reinforcements, including the 1st Combar Cargo Group
(CCG), were des |_1:Lrn']1q~{] from 1S bases via the Sourh Adanrtic route, The
combat cargo units had the same capabilities as troop carners, but had
25.aircraft 5,4_]|_|;1|;|r|,_'|-n:-; {troop carrier ﬁqu:l{]rmw had 16, increased from 13,

with few units having the opportunity to become over-strength in aircraft

as many did in the ETO). They also had less organic support capability,
depending instead on the group's four airfield unies (where troop carrier
qul;_-'ll;j [oans ';_"i'll,,'l-l .l'l.i;'l_d '[I'It"i'l' yn gr-::ll:l r]d L'\":l:'l L']l':l:l'l.:'.

A further 100 C-47s were flown out from the US individually
and formed into the 3rd CCG on arrival in India. They lacked pre-
deployment unit training, but once thrown into combar alongside more
experienced crews, they were soon making up a vital part of the aiclift

effort. Indeed, EI‘II;'].' rook over from the Gdth TCG, which returned w

Iraly to prepare for the invasion of southern France in June.

Everyone walked away from this Diespite the withdrawal of ATC C-46s (ten in late Apnl and the
C-47 which overran a runway at

Shadazup, in Burma, in August 1944, =i e : e o
Thia sircraft was subsequantly addition to continuing the re-supply of the Chindits and Stilwell, 58,000

salvaged |National Archives) Allied troops were "E"?‘Ul"l"liLﬂ h].' air while 12,000 reinforcements and
32,000 tons of supplies were flown in. In

remainder in carly June). the pre-monsoon airlife proved a success. In

addition to 30,000 non-essential person-
nel, 15,000 sick and wounded had been
evacuated by the time the Imphal siege
ended in June.

|I‘.| I'I-I']FI.'I.'III!FI'I Hu:rrna. .'.-I.i.F-IjFIZJ-EJS [ [J'Ilf.l

forces closing in on Myitkyina remained
highly dangerous, as reported by pilot
| Lt Robert M Brigman of the 2nd TCS;

‘On Thursday, 20 April 1944, |
wok off from Dinjan Ficld, India, in
C47 41-19497 ac 0910 hrs, on a
Galahad mission (dedicated re-supply to
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The end result of a taxiing accident
at Myitkyina during the May 1944
fly-in. Such accidents were
commznplace during the frenetic
operations which followed the
seizing of this vital airstrip in
Burma. However, the construction
of a tower, a navigation beacon and
an air traffic control facility — all
flown in by C-47s — soon enabled
the airfield to safely sustain a
tremendous amount of traffic,
despite the presence of the
Japanese nearby until

August 1944 (Mational Archives|

This 15t ACG C-47 was
photographed on 5 December
1944 whilst taking part in Operation
Groubworm — one of the airlifis
of Chinese forces to China after
gecuring abjectives in northern
Burma, The Chinese reliance on
muscle power as opposed to the
‘high technology”’ represented by
the C-47s was much commented
on by the Allies at the time

| National Archives)

the target ar 1030 hrs and proceeded o drop our supplies. The air was
rough, and we were also gerting a strong blast of prop wash from a C-47
in front of us.

‘On the next to last approach to the target, we were letting down for our
drop when we hit very bad prop wash which threw us into a very steep
turn wwards the lefr. In trying to correct for chis, some or all of the
parapacks were thrown out by the motion of the aeroplane, and at least
one lodged isell on our tail section, The left stabiliser and elevaror were
jammed. causing the tail of the ae ru[:l|:i|1-:.' oy toss vir,:u]fnri:,' up and down,
forcing the C-47 into a gradually steepening turn towards the left which
I was at first unable to control.

“Afrer telling the co-pilor, 2Lt Ralph L Harmaon, to have the crew bail
out, [ realised thar we were too low for jumping and rried to get them to
brace themselves for a crash. However, no one could hear me, and since
the motion of the acroplane was so violent that the crew could nor pur
their ‘chutes on, 2L Harmon succeeded in grabbing rwo men and pulling
them down to the Hoor of the cargo compartment with him.

“While all this was going on, I tried to recover from the turn.
Succeeding in part, | put on tull power, causing the nose of the ship to
drop. I broughrt it back to eruising power and headed as best 1 could for
the strip ar the targer. We kepe losing altitude steadily, and our air speed
kepr falling off from 105 mph wich full power to approximately 60 mph
betore we crashed. While we were

about ten feet from the ground, the
snared ‘chure ler go and [ pulled
the wheel back inte my lap to sall
the aeroplane in. I relaxed as much
as possible in preparation for the

crash. We hit the ground, bounced
once and slid for abour 20 f, then
stopped. The ship hit the ground
at approximately 1045 hrs.’

The entire crew walked away
from the crash-landing - a
IJ‘I'.']'['ll.:lr].";tTil.Ti'l':ll'l ':}F [I-_If rl[ggfd]‘l[‘ﬁ-&n
of the C-47 and the hazards of the
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resupply mission, even in the
absence of enemy action — with L_
Brigman SUStAIMINE Minor injuries.
On 17 May, days before the mon-
soon would curtail air operations,
Merrill's Marauders seized Myitky-
ina airfield. Their first action was to

';-'“-]l r.”r {..:'ij-":‘h. \'t'i[E'I dIl i]'l][i.'ll :I'-I,,-Il_]r-
ship airdrop including a forward
control team and marker panels for
a follow-on nine-glider life. By the
night of the 17th, the airfield was
open to C-47s. The result was a con
centrated fly-in to secure the site as a
base for further operations. By 19
May, C-475
forcements — had flown in 4000

:i|11.'|ml:|[1g ATC rein-

troops, 300 tons of supplies, and an and-aircraft bartery. While the
enemy would hold our nearby undl Auguse, the airfield was quickly
expanded and wurned into a major way-point for supply flights ro China.

Despite the divided command structure and  unsure strategic
dimension of the CBI, effective inter-allied cooperation emerged. The
EAC’s TCC, pulled in multiple directions, disbanded at the end of May.
lis US assets went to the joint Third Tactical Air Force, the Tenth Air
Farce, or, later, to the inter-allied Combar Cargo Task Force (CCTF).
I'Jr_':-.pin' the continued issues with ATC reinforcement, COTF was an
effective central command for airlift over southern Burma, with the
USAAF handling missions in northern Burma and China. The Tenth Air
Force activared its own Air {::ar}__:n Hu.uh;uart::rr:.

When the monsoons ended in October, Allied forces launched an
offensive aimed at driving the Japanese first from their spring gains and
then out of Burma. This was made possible by air-ground cooperation.

In addition to keeping China in the war, the lump’ route had o
supply the expanded Fourteenth Air Force, now on the offensive against
the Japanese. The Twentieth Air Force’s B-29s arrived in China in mid-
1944, and iujli'd”}' had 1o be [rrl:'.f-:-aj Into service as [ranspores, |'|1;.1L|r:;=,
several flights 1o India to bring back bombs and fuel for every mission
launched. Burma operations and B-29 requirements (2000 tons) had
reduced the CArgo available for China wo 7500 tons 2 month. Despite the
monsoeon, in May-Ocrober 14,000 [ranspore |:3|:|:Ii[1gh‘ delivered 40,000+
tons of M:I[J|'.l]ii'&- |Ln‘pandi|15 the E:_:rmuul facilities in the monsoon rains
was a tremendous feat, and ar times [ransports were stacked up for hours
over airfields waiting for stuck aircraft to be cleared from FUNWaYS.

Brig (later Maj) Gen William Tunner took over ATC's airlift in
5:.‘}"Iicrmbl:|' 1944. His arrival coincided with a major hui]d-up of the
command — from 369 transports in August 1944, it more than doubled
in size in the nexr year — and the opening of more direct air routes over
north Burma. He built on this by establishing a system of airline-style
Production Line Maintenance at Indian bases (rather than each transport
h"""'i”.i-': its own gmllﬂdtrth‘-'?. [I'I'IFH.Jhi:ILEF: htring-.wu ﬂigh[ ~:;1E'f_-{:.- standards
and improving navigation aids, He succeeded in halving the attrition race.

A C-47 of the 1st COG carries
aut an airdrop to a DZ in Burma
defended by a British Bofors
gun on & Decamber 1544
[National Archives)

Brig Gen William Tunner took
command of "Hump" operations
after its 1943-44 crises and, in its
final year, turned it into one of the
great strateqic air power sUcCesses
of World War Z. Tunner later used
this experience to successfully
command the Berlin Airlift, turning
that into one of the great strategic
air power successes of the Cold War
{National Archives)
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CHAPTER FOUR

PACIFIC THEATRES

1942-44

I | here was no s.ingl: TPacific Theatre” as such. Aside From the SWPA -

firmly under control of Gen MacArthur = the remainder was

L. divided into ‘areas’ under the control of Adm Chester Nimuez's
Pacific Ocean Arcas headquarters in Hawaii, Each had different operational
challenges for the C-47/R4Ds that operated in them.

In the North Pacific, the Eleventh Air Force's C-47-equipped 42nd
and 54th TCSs r:p-:mn:d [hrm:ghmw the Aleutians ::;Jrnp;iil,;n in 1942-43,
backed up by ATC, which extended its routes down the Aleurian chain as
far as Adak and Shemya. NATS was also active in-theatre, equipped with
chartered airliners thar allowed it to sustain air operations in some of the
worst weather in the world with limired infrastructure and support.

Aleutian operations were as demanding as any in the war againse Japan.

.'gl.ﬁ |ITI|'Ig a5 [.I'I.E_"'_]EF.'HI'II'.'."H'.' E'Ii“l FIEI"I[-
ers in the Aleutians, rransport mis-
sions to the ourer islands were lown
with P-40 escorts on those occasions
that there was less than five-tenths
cloud cover {used for quick evasive
action). No transports were lost to
fighters, but the weather and rerrain

often proved lethal.

.r"'.':r-c]rnps — first ]'.-]r' bombers and

Bottam

The Pacific Areas map produced

by the US Army shows the vastness
of this theatre (U5 Armyl

Below

A LS Mavy MNATS R4D-1 of VR-4
flies over spectacular terrain = ‘rock-
stuffed-clouds” - on Kediak Island

im 1943 during the height of the
Aleutians campalgn. Mote that the
national insignia is carrled in six
positions [Mational Archives)

then by C-47s — were made 1o
ground troops in the fighting on
.'ﬁl.Tt'l,L .'ﬁL I_'.Iﬂ fﬂli'_'l'l LIEE dhbad Ll]t h}' 1]'|.If US-
Canadian 1st Special Service Force,
to be dropped by C-47s staging
through Adak, was the planned as
part of Operation Cortage (the inva-
sion of Kiska) in August 1943. Both
units deployed most of their aircraft
to Amchitka to train for the inva-
sion, but it was cancelled when it
appeared that the Japanese had evac-
wared Kiska. After the Japanese

SHE AN AR E &S

withdrawal, the 34th TCS remarned

in-theatre.

MNavigation aids and additional
[ra ini I'lg EVEnril it] | W m L“jl'.' l:lpf]'-'il:iﬂl:l'l:h-

possible in conditions that would

THE PACIFIQ AREAS
| RN BT

S - g o p — ]

have grounded all aircraft in 1942,




1Lt Lawrence PP Solomon of the 34th TCS described a “routine’ mission
from At to Elmendorf ficld, in Alaska;

‘As I got my stulf together and shoved it into a worn and dilapidared
musette bag, | thought abour the trap [ would fly the If-{:.]luwing morning,.
Six months ago, L would have been on pins and needles, as the saying goes,
to go out, Now, for some unknown reason, it was just another routine trip
down the “Chain” to Attu, and once there it would be a routine n'ip up
the “Chain” to Elmendorf, How would the weather be? Would we have
an eventful rip? These questions popped off of my mind like peas off of
armour plate. The weather was a question thatwasn't answered unreil afrer
take-off. The eventfulness of the trip [ could have bet on, and given odds
that it would be the same as always — out and back, unless something
happened, which it never did.

‘The things that had so startled me when I first came to the thearre were
now routine, Landings and take-offs in the foulest weather, ler-downs
onto island fields thar would have bewildered a {_:ra.u;hc]p per pilot — these
T]'tingt: WEre Mere routine now, and |1.;_1-|;|'|i|]g more. Adak was my [-_,;l,._-h_-_l,m-d
and taxiing at Artu was simply worming my car through the maze of the
“Loop” back home.

“There is nothing much at 10,000 ft over Kenai, nothing bur clouds,
darkness and a noticeable lack of air-ground radio communication. The
routing impressions were gone now, lost in the work of asceriaining
}:lmir'mn, check and cross-check, and ﬂ}'ing the ;{umpfanf, lost in the
knowledge of 11,000 ft of solid rock a few miles o the right.

“A broad *N" trom the liamna (radio) range llnn'u:diﬂn:]}' changed to
an “A” and then o an “on course” — win-:]ing up, it emitced all three
signals at once! This verified our position as being right in the middle of
Bruin Bay Pass, and on course. Had we been anywhere else, we'd have
gotten a reasonable signal. To the right were some very rugged
mountainsg, and to the left, Searde, San Francisco and Los Ar]g:_-[r_-_t;_ Bruin
Bay Pass, where the wind blows from all points of the compass at once and
puts the “willi” in williwaw (2 violent wind, staple of Aleutians weather).

“The weather office is the pilors’ Mecea, and any one weather office
an the “Chain” is the prototype of all the others. Here, there is much

Mail is transferred from an R4D-5

of NATS' VR-5 to a dogsled for final
delivery at MAS Kodiak, Alaska, in
1944, Mote that the inzide of the
cargo doors have been repainted

a darker |green?] shade than their
usual zine chromate green. The
inside of the forward cargo door
also has a survival kit affixed to it,
This type of mounting was commaon
throughout the Pacific, and was
often accompanied by an extra life-
raft on the inside of the larger cargo
door. Finally, the aircraft’s BuNo,
30147, has been applied much larger
(and lowwer on the fin) than was
usual on R4Ds (Mational Archives)

On Attw, in the Aleutians, as with
mast other liberated Pacific islands,
the ‘first aeroplane in' was a G-47
or, in this case, an R4D of NATS.
Standing behind its wing on Attu
are [from laft to right], its pilot, Cdr
Storrs, co-pilot (unidentified| Lt H L
Dalgren |operations) and Lt A D
Lindley [NAS Attu executive officer]
[National Archives)
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE ALEUTIANS
S 1842-1943

= Epaness Limi of Advance
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B wartime map of the Aleutiana
theatre in 1942-43, as produced
by the US Army (LS Armmayl

A C-47 af the Alaska ATC Wing's
Search and Rescue Flight flies past
the peaks in the Denali area of
Alaska in untypically clear weather
in 1944, Such ATC flights predated
the organisation of Emergency
Rescue Sguadrons by the USAAF.
Because the latter introduced the
0A-10 amphibian so late in the war,
C-47s airdropping rofts or supplies
provided the backbone of USAAF
rescue efforts for much of Waorld
War 2 (Mational Archives)

discussion and argument, plotting of fronts upon maps, tracking of
pressure areas, dissemination of pilot's reports — all of this and more,
terminating in the ulimare decision that Aleutian weather is
unpredictable. The pilots congregate in the office and mull over the
sequences, trying to find some portent of the weather ahead,

“We came into the weather office while the ship was being gassed,
tossing our flight clearance onto the table. Near the back of the room, the
teletype machines played their perperual racker and the Gls were
decoding the weather as it came in. Exchanging greetings with the
weatherman on duty, we looked over the sequence — it wasn't good, and
itwasn't bad, jusc an average day. Therewas ceiling and visibility, and the
Wil'!d = 0L a ]EI[ I:IE[]'I_I;" ﬂ}r]ﬂur :.1:1:1 more 1}.”[1 Wi "r'l-'”l.l.td. |:'|31|"|:' ]J:I'CFE‘J’ECd I:J-l:'-
the latter, It was plenty good enough though, and we were pleased indeed,
tor we had expected to spend some hours there “sweating it out™

“The weatherman, true to his

trade, was verbose, and we bent
respectful ears to his esoteric analy-
sis. The business of putting the
weather on the clearance, taking a
last minute look at the sequence,
and exchanging a few well-waorn
jokes with the ‘rainmaker’ was

finally finished and we went our o
our ship.

“We climbed out through the
overcast to altitude, bur failed to get
“on top”. On course and droning
along through the soup, we looked

for icing and turbulence, and waired
[ CIOES SO Cl:l'- fl'lt_': inrﬂ]’.‘if_";_'tiﬂji'lh —_




points to call in position reports.
-.l-ht' i.]l:“.‘l.':'l:'.‘.'l'.'[i.l:'l-l.'l'-i arc 'I'I'I.'I.IL‘II;‘,' EI-]." [l"l-;_"
crossing of one or more (AM radio
or radio range) beam legs, and for
the most part any ene intersection is
never entirely in the same position
two days running, This can be dis-
concerting at times, but it does

bring in the element of surprise now
and then. Trying to hit an ETA
between Cold Bay and Adka is like
getring a dime out of an Offcer’s
Club slot-machine. AACS (Alaska
Air Control Secror) makes up its
W E;-[-I&I. rﬂ[ _'I'"l-j“-. |:'|‘|.:I"|"|l'|:"|-'l'_"|.'. iil'l('.
yours is requested, | believe, just to
make you feel like a dammed fool
when vou miss it by five minutes,

‘Arriving at our destination, we
had hardly hnished cuwming the
engines, when the Air Freight Ofh-
cer was breathing heavily over my
shoulder. The Air Freighe Officer is
an enigmatic person who s dis-
gusted when you're castbound and
he has freight for the west, and
equally put our when the situation is
vice versa. | shoved our manifest ar him, and requested a load for the east
ij'l. :I:CEI.'II.‘d'.-'IrJEI: "."u"llh my ':I'I":I.I'.'r:'i. HI:_" grl_]dgingl}' i_i:‘;.,_\l;_'l'][i_"‘L‘I [ Hi".-'l._"' j[ [ e,
mumbling under his breath ar the same time about three loads he had
waiting to shuttle. Ignoring his murterings, we made arrangements for
take-off, and then struck our for the mess hall.

‘some 12 flving hours later, and one day later, our wheels touched the
tunway at Elmendort. The round wip had been completed without an
incident, and rwo thoughts were predominant in my mind. One was to
pick up a handful of mail thatr I hoped was awaiting me and the other was
to get “home” as soon as possible and go o sleep. [n a few days I would be
going on another hop — best to get as much “sack” as possible before then.

‘Dropping our intelligence marerial off, we headed for our quarters,
and then, in retrospect, the trip scemed again mere routine. In a few days
[ would be swearng it out El]:[:tj[]. anxious abour the nexe trip, which migh[
I:'I'L' ITIre rl‘l:ll\ Tﬂl[l[il'ﬁ:-l

CENTRAL PACIFIC

The Cenrtral Pacific offensive, opening with the invasions of the Marshalls
and Gilberts in 1943, involved joint USAAF and Marine Corps transport
operations. Hawaii-based Seventh Air Force C-47s and R4Ds of
WM]J-252 had previously supporred Marine Corps units defending

Midway Island during the decisive bactde there in June 1942, and
operated to forward island bases. These aircraft — supplemented by
bombers — had been commirtted on air ransport missions to islands on

Air- and groundcrew load a precious
cargo = a B-24 main gear tyrea — into
a C-53 in Alaska in late 1942, The
fighter and bomber sguadrons ol
the Eleventh Air Force relied on
airlift support to allow them to
sustain operations from remote
forward airstrips in the Aleutians.
The ability to successfully conduct
such supply flights in highly
challengling weather was critical

to US operations throughout this
forgotten theatre in 1942-43
{Natiomal Archives)
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CHAPTER FOUR

[hl_"' :a-nuth::rn ::'Ii'l' restes Lo Hil“l'lli.'l'fl.
Fiji, Australia and New Zealand.
Now, with the benefit of Guadal-
canal lessons, these units became
]'!li,?lr[ l_'!l!'- I_I'h'." .i.Til] lh-l.]li.:ll'l .'l:ll.ii'cr?clf.[
Group (TAG), a joint air transport
organisation for the Central Pacific
formed on the model of SCAT,
Carrying ourt priority cargo and
f;?lﬁuqu'l.lll_"'p' CVACLLET iI:'II'I I'I'.Ii:-i:'ii.ﬂ['l:-i. r."‘L{.r
C-47/R4Ds operated 1o airstrips on
Tarawa, Kwajalein and many other
i:‘i.l;,-'ll'ldh S00n ilﬁ'l.""r [|:'|L' ill\-‘;lﬁiﬁ]li
there. The swift completion of

airstrips by engineers was followed

Aircraft ‘657" of the 19th TCS
undergoes an engine change at

a forward island base in 1943,
Thiz Hawali-based unit was
dubbed ‘Southern Cross Alrways’,
and aside from transport flights,
it also supplied pathfinder aircraft
for fighter and bomber squadrons
flying down the ferry route to
combat zones as far away as
Mew Caledonia, 19th TCS C-47s
occasionally encountered, and
evaded, Japanesa reconnaissance
aircraft (Mational Archives]

Built as a C-53-D0, 41-20046 of

ATC s Paeifie Wing featured a unigue

two-tone camoullage schame as
seen here at Kwajalein in March
1944. Fitted with a C-47 door, this
aireraft spent 20 years in civilian
serviee with Hawaiian Aidines until
eventually scrapped in the 1970s
iNational Archives)

by a fly-in of combar aircraft, led by
C-47/R4Ds and, untl surface transport could provide bulk delivery,
sustained by airlift of fuel and munitions. While bypassed Japanese
garrisons lacked hghrers 1o threaten transports, they still constitured
en route hazards, A few transport crews literally ‘moonlighted’ as
unofficial night bombers, detouring ro roll a few "borrowed’ bombs out
the cargo door over these islands.

During the advance into the Marnanas in mid- 1944, as elsewhere in the
Pacific, there were not enough four-engined transports. C-475 Hew long:
range .1inl|'t:l|1 TS5 10015, u:.u;u“:u' with in-cabin tanks, to frontline [roops,
C-47s were also used for DDT spraving to prevent malarial outbreaks. As
islands were secured, ATC and NATS extended cheir routes forward.

In the South Pacific Area, the advance up the Solomons chain reflected
the parterns established and lessons learned in New Guinea and on
Guadaleanal. C-47/R4Ds arrived L'all']}'. I'I1:1l-'-1'r1|__'I Forward tactical air
operations pu_c.sihlu:, (often serving as lead ships tor El‘j'l'}* ﬂi[.',lllri:l and back-
loading casualties.

Still more C-47s flew our from California to New Caledonia and
Espiritu Santo, followed by the 403rd TCG Headquarters ro take control
of them, and the now-veteran 13th TCS under SCAT control as the
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[l"'ll_"' :iﬂi_l_l:i'l['rﬂ ;,air roates o S'ii!ll'll]..'l.-\,
Fiji, Australia and New Zealand.
Now, with the benefit of Guadal-
canal lessons, these units became
E'H_l.r[ HF I'.I'I = .rF..l['I H]]U‘fl .l'!'I.] ['l.:ri.:ll:[
Group {TAG), a joing air transport
organisation for the Central Pacific
formed on the model of SCAT.
Carrying ourt priority cargo and
[ LI;,'I_'_'[}' 'i_""&"ill:_'l_].ill"if:l'll Im i."i:'ii[] %, ].-.ldll.l::;
C-47/R4Ds operated o airstrips on
Tarawa, Kwajalein and many other
iﬁl:!l]d"\: SO0 ;'IEIFI."F rl"lﬂ." i'll"."i]:"ci.lill'lﬁ
there. The swift completon of

airstrips by engineers was followed

Aircraft ‘657" of the 19th TCS
undergoes an engine change at

a forward island base in 1943.
Thiz Hawali-based unit was
dubbed ‘Southern Cross Airways’,
and aside from transport flights,
it also supplied pathfinder aircraft
for fighter and bomber squadrons
flying down the ferry routs to
combat zones as far away as
Mew Caledonia, 19th TCS C-47s
occasionally encountered, and
evaded, Japanese reconnaissance
gircraft (Mational Archives)

Built as a C-53-D0, 41-20046 of
ATC's Paeific Wing featured a unigque
two-tone camoullage scheme as
sean here at Kwajalein in March
1944, Fitted with a C-47 door, this
aircraft spent 20 years in civilian
service with Hawaiian Airlines wntil
aventually scrapped in the 1970s
iNational Archives)

by a flv-in of combat aircraft, led by
C-47/R4Ds and, until surface transport could provide bulk delivery,
sustained by airlift of fuel and munitions. While bypassed Japanese
gﬂrrimm lacked ﬁ;_:]m:r:«. to threaten [TANSpoOrts, Illr_‘}' still constitured
en route hazards. A few transport crews literally ‘'moonlighted’ as
unothicial night bombers, detouring to roll a few ‘borrowed’ bombs oue
the cargo door over these islands.

During the advance into the Marianas in mid- 1944, as elsewhere in the
Pacific, there were not enough four-engined ransports. C-47s fHlew long-
range ;air;ln:]:- MISSI01E, u:;u:[lh' with in-cabin tanks, to frontine troops.
C-47s were also used for DDT spraying to prevent malarial ourbreaks. As
islands were secured, ATC and NATS extended their routes forward.

In the South Pacific Area, the advance up the Solomons chain reflected
the parrerns established and lessons learned in New Guinea and on
Guadaleanal, C-47/R4Ds arrived -a:'.il'|]r', I':1-I1¢-‘”g forward ractical air
operations pm:-;ihlc, {often SErVING as lead ships for I;;:rl'jpr ﬂjghrsll and back-
loading casualries.

Still more C-47s flew our from California to Mew Caledonia and
Espiritu Santo, followed by the 403rd TCG Headquarters to rake control
of them, and the now-veteran 13th TCS under SCAT control as the
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Thirteenth Air Force's i1l'l|:'-' TCG (the Seventh and Eleventh Air Forces
had only provisional TCGs).

SCAT supported the invasion of the Russell Islands in February 1943,
flving in as soon as the first airstrip opened. The

andings on New
Georgia in June 1943 put additional demands on SCAT, with C-47s and
R4Ds flying in priority supplics and making supply drops to troops in the
frontline. Once again, the experience of the New Guinea campaign and
lessons from Guadalcanal were applied throughout these operarions,
Munda field soon opened on New Georgia, followed by airstrips on Vella
Lavella {invaded in August) and Hmlg_:iinvi”c (November), and these
bases were used as forward bases o SLrprOrL gn:luur.l np::rretir_m:: with
supply airdrops and medical evacuation. Such missions in turn made
possible turther advances. And with SCAT increasing in size throughout
this period, its operations were duly divided into Northern, Middle and
Southern Areas.

'f'.q:umw:;[ing these rransport operations with the US were ATC and
NATS. ATC searted the first inter-thearre medical evacuarion flights,
from India and Australia to the US, in early 1943. While four-engined
transports were used for long overwater crossings whenever possible, their

scarcity meant that C-47s had o fly many of these missions well into
1944, T

ve first flighes proved difficult to coordinate, especially with

SCAT Marine Corps R4D '64° ithe
aircraft number painted both on its
nacelles and nose] is marshalled on
the ground in the Solomons in 1943
i Aational Archives|

Marine Corps R4D 36" suffered a
left main gear collapse at Abemama
in 1944 (National Archives|
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on-the-ground patient care. ATC
had ro build a medical infrastrucrure
to support these missions. C-47s
"r'i'”LIII:I ﬂ:r" \‘r'l:,}l.]l‘l{]ﬂl:] I':'I'.'T"ul'l-'ﬂ'.'t]'l. “'.'J.['l:'ijt
hospitals on evacuation roures.

On longer routes, ATC and
NATS were, from carly 1944, coor-
dinated by the Joint Army-MNavy
Transport Committee under the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, even though
each remained operationally a single
service. Throughout the war, ATC

An R4D takes off on yet another
mission from the airfield at Espiritu
Santo in 1944, This base had played
a key role as the intermediate field
for the 1942 re-supply effort to
Guadalcanal [ National Archives)

& C-47 or R4D transport rests
betwean flights in the Marshall
Islands in 1944 - parhaps the
aircraft’s crew are being driven
out to it in that Jeep? As US
forces advanced into the Marshalls,
a Hawaii-headquartered joint
transport organisation was
established in order to build
on the success of SCAT in the
Solomons (DWW photo from
Author’s Collection)

and NATS continued to use ex-
airline staff under contract, although these were increasingly replaced by
military personnel. By the end of the war, ATC relied on airline
personnel for only 19 per cent of its air transport missions, as opposed (o
88 per cent in 1942,

In 1944 ATC expanded its routes to major Pacific bases, allowing the
numbered air forces to concentrate their hard-worked C-47 units in
support of combat operations. In May, 15 C-47s from ATC's South
Pacific Wing were based at Guadalcanal, maintaining the links wich
Espiritu Santo and New Caledonia. ATC s Southwest Pacific Operations
were reinforced with 100 C-47s in May-August, as it extended the New
Guinea terminal of its service from Port Moresby to Nadzab (June) and
Hollandia (September) by moving aircraft up o the main bomber bases
in these areeas.

By mid-1944, J1m¥-prm_||,:u'[im1 C-47s were lH:ir:lg delivered with an
improved, lightweight Fairchild-designed litter support system thar
allowed up to 24 litcer patients to be carried per aircratt, rather than 18 as
had previously been the case with the Douglas system. Many of these were
used by ATC as they increasingly ook over the casualty evacuation
mission. ATC also established dedicated search and rescue detachments
along its routes, many of which Hew C-47s.

MNATS, focused on its transport mission, remained the primary US
MNavy operator of R4Ds in the Pacitic. And with more and more R41)s
becoming available in 1944, NATS proved able to meer the greater
logistical challenge imposed by operating massive naval Heets from
forward bases in the western Pacific. As the size of the fleet increased, so
did the need for air logistical support, with units flying additional
missions such as airlifting the flect’s mail and fresh food to Ulithi and
other forward bases, in addition to bringing in priority cargo and
personnel. The traffic in the other direction was not neglecred either, with
NATS forming specialised air evacuanion squadron YRE-1.

By 1944, the increased number of C-47/R4Ds allowed USAAF service
groups and depots to acquire a handful of C-47s o deliver high priority
cargo such as aircraft engines. Many fighter and bomber units also
acquired — often by rebuilding war-weary transports — their own
C-47/R4Ds, which they kept busy carrying mail, food, carge and leave
parties. The MNavy also issued R4Ds to a number of units ouside NATS,
with the Coast Guard, for example, purting modified aircraft into service
to conduct search and rescue missions along the US west coast.




With more C-47/R4 s now available, both the USAAF and US Navy
followed ATC's lead by torming search and rescue squadrons, C-47s with
specialist crews carried our visual search and supply drops to downed
crews — missions that transport aircraft had carried our on an emergency
basis throughout the war — as well as participating in occasional air
rescues. In one instance, ﬂ'JHuu.'ing a crash in a remote valley in New
(Guinea, a 374th TCG C-47 was used o fly in a CG-4A glider with
medical personnel and equipment to allow the survivors to be successfully
snatched up in the glider by an airborne C-47.

The 1944 advance through western New Guinea and onto the
Philippines further increased the number of overwater flights made by
Allied aircraftin-theatre, and C-47A X533 of the 215t TCS was involved
in the rescue of two aircrew whose aircraft came down during this period.
X535 pjll.:lL Capr William H Diavis, Tave the ﬁ'r”t_mwing account of the
rescue, his aircraft being crewed by 2Lt Lawrence {co-pilot), 2Lt Schater
[navigator), TSgt Covingron {engineer) and Sgt Godwin (radio);

“Ar 0705 hrs on 12 November 1944, C-47A “X535" took off from
Peleliu for Biak, After L‘]i]‘l‘lhil‘lg ro 12,200 fr, we levelled off and started a
very gradual descent, Hying slightly east of our course in order to avoid
some high build-ups of cumulus clouds. At 0910 hrs our navigaror
:-i'lg]ur.'d a Hash i[ir':‘t‘.t]}' ahead and to the I'i:_{h[ side of our aeroplane. By this
time we had let down to 11,500 ft.

“We peeled off and circled down o the water, where we spotted a sin-
gle life raft with only one man waving at us. We called Biak on our liaison
radio, gave our approximate position and turned on our IFF emergency
Higmﬂ- Nocmtfoor and Biak were both unable to get a ht‘.:aring on us, We
kicked out a lite-rafe, which spilled its sea marker fluid when it hit, about
1 50 ft from the other raft. In our third buzz of the raft, we saw 3 second
man rise up from the bottom of it .

"Ar 1020 hres we sighted a PBY — “Daylight 30" - due west of us. We
WOTE ;irﬂin_&; the rafr ar 600 fr. Rainstorms were L‘|-r;.ii11g in all around us
:!|'.Iﬂ.l H'i'{il:lilir}r El::l‘l.- Wi F:r' ||::I"|-'||', [hL I:.].;.I:rr Was Ll[lln.ﬂ'\u'llf Lo ﬂ.] |.|'.|. S &VETy rl-ll :l'l_l.gi'l W
told him which direction to Hy towards us. The PBY was unable to take a
bea CINg on us because practically all of his radio 1'.['|I_!ip|!1'lt_‘l'll.’ was out, His
raclar was not working ac all. We kepr approximare locations of each other
|:I}’ the build and Fade of our radio liaison transmitter on each aeroplane.

‘At approximately 1130 hrs we agrain sighted the PBY to the northwest.
After Tr_'||:ing him where we were,
again we lost sight of the rafc
because a large thunder and rain-
storm moved over it. We were
unable to fly into it because of the
terrific rain and turbulenc air. The
PBY reached ws and we both
circled the storm for approxi-
mately 80 minutes betore we again
sighted the raft on the south side of
the rain storm. We buzzed the raft
=] f[‘l:“‘ tl'll.: TJH‘I:I "r'l.'{}l.lll;i sOC i[. .,'Ll'ld
then circled while the PBY landed
and picked up the two men.’

This one-off two-tone C-47 was
photographed on ‘Cub 13" strip

in the Russell lslands in August
1944, The mix of natural metal

and camouflaged sections suggests
that the aircraft has been partially
stripped down to natural metal to
reflect the fact that, by this time,
the Russell Islands were a rear area,
However, outside of ATC and NATS,
and aircraft rebuilt in-theatre,
natural metal C-47/R4D0s were

a rare sight in the Pacific

[ National Archives)

Fr-2v61 SIHLYIHL 21412

55




CHAPTER FIVE

a6

NEW GUINEA AND

THE PHILIPPINES

1944-45

1e Allied advance across western New Guinea in 1944 followed

the pattern set in the previous years’ campaign, with Fifth

Air Force C-47s (with RAAF Dakotas integrated inwo their
operations) used to make possible the liberation of the Hollandia and
Aitape areas. Engineers leapfrogged forward by air tollowing amphibious
invasions to restore or create airserips and ports that would help the next
advance towards the Philippines. As was often the case in the South and
South West Pacific Areas, C-475 had 1o be supplemented by bombers
pulled away from their primary missions to act as transports, or to ferry
their own ground echelons 1o new bases.

FF[JiHJh.'I].‘i [;er ] E'lll]rt'l_'!.-' .Li:]'ll'!l[]FHt' i['l'n-'.l.'ii.ﬂl] IZ'I'I. :"‘;L‘Iil]'“{.' ]h]..lﬂti. IZPIT :\‘:L".'n-'

Guinea, in the summer 1944 were ulimartely turned down by Gen
MacArthur's ]1:;';_ad|.]|,mr|:q,'r~:. Instead, on 3-4 _[l:]r 1944 C-47s of the

A C-47 of the 374th TCG is hauled
off soft ground back onto an airstrip
in Mew Guinea by Papuan muscle-
povar [MNational Archives)

55th TCS C-4T7 Texas Honey was

the first transport aircraft to fly into
Hallandia's Cyelops airfield. The
aircraft was crewed on this mission,
flown from Madzab, by Col A J Beck
{Assistant A-3 of the Fifth Air Force),
wiho was the pilot, and co-pilot Gapt
Chuck Beck (433rd TCG HQ). hs
landing was a particularly dramatic
one, as the C-47 had to be pulled

up so short on the bomb-damaged
rumvway that the crew thought the
landing gear might come through
the nacelles — the pilot swerved
around two bomb eraters in his
truncated roll out. The mext day,
after the aircraft had been inspacted
and repairs made to the runway, the
Texas Honey flew back to Nadzab
with 23 wounded aboard. It is seen
here at Cyclops taxiing past the
wrack of an "‘Oscar Il on 28 April
1944 (National Archives|




A view from the DZ of 217th TCG
C-47s dropping paratroops of the
503rd PIR on Moemfoor in what was
only the second American alrborne
assault of the war. This photograph
was taken on the second day of the
airdrop (4 July 1944) when, as is
apparent from the construction
equipment, the hastily bullt coral
girstrip on the island was almaost
complete - its hard surface led to
many drop casualties among the
paratroopers. By this time Japanese
opposition had been reduced o
sporadic sniper fire

[ National Archivies

C-47A/-30-DL 42-23582 HONEYMOON
EXPRESS of the 374th TCG s 413t
TCS provides the backdrop for this
photograph, taken at Hollandia on
3 July 1944, Previously the lead
aeroplane for the Nadzab airdrop,
as well as several other key
opearations, it is shown here

with squadron airerews after flying
as lead ship on the Noemfioor
operation. The personnel in this
shot include the aircraft’s pilot on
the Moemfoor drop, Maj Herbert
Waldman {wearing & "50-mission
crush’ cap in the centre of the back
row] from the 317th TCG HQ, whao,
as with most of the other aircrew,
wias also a veteran of the Madzab
drop {National Archives)

Paratroopers of the 503rd PIR
wait patiemtly in their C-47 as
the tramsport heads for the D2
at Moemfoor | Matienal Archives)

Hollandia-based 317th TCG dropped
1500 troops of the 503rd PIR on Kamiri
airstrip on the island of Noemfoor, near
Biak, off the west coast of New Guinea,
Unlike the Nadzab assaulr, the DZ
Wik :a]r-:_':id:..' i UUS hands, wich par-
troopers being committed as reinforce-
ments rather than assault woops. A
:‘n-l]ll.':l]i.t'."il;]'ﬂ_'['l ‘L'l:}"r'l_"l'i['ly l‘hr_‘ I,ji!ﬂl.l.'ﬁ'l“l.'.”.'ﬁ
from sniper fire on the second day of the
drop shrouded the airstrip D7, leading
L Iy illm]j L':L"ill.:llT'i\'."."i-

Transports were also commired o
building up air power in western New
{;lljﬂﬁ.}l as |::In_'p.1r.J.l'-I: M1h i'::]r l‘l‘l-:.' next

campaigns were made. USAAF and

Marine Corps transports were firse in to airstrips in the Palaus and Peleliu
(from the Central Pacific Area) and Morotai, as the Allies edged ever

I'_'llill.‘-il_']' s |.'|I1L' ].].I'Eillil'.lj'.lil'lli"!!-i.
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Maore [ranspores arrived as the USAAF's ETO needs abated — C-46s, as
well as the more numerous C-47s. With 2842 C-47s delivered by
[‘Juu‘uj:iﬁ in the first half of 1944 alone, the USAAF could hq_-t_-jn [0 FETLUEn

impressed [DC-3s — and contract crews flying for ATC - back to the
airlines. It had been decided thar as many C-47/R4 1 units in the Pacific
theatres as possible would re-equip with C-46s. However, the C-47 could
operate from airfields thar were too small for the Currtiss LrAnspore, as well
as drop supplies where the bigger aircraft — vulnerable o in ﬂi]_.:ht lire
from bartle ddm;lgu - could not manoeuvre. The more 4_':1r:|1p|¢:'.; and less
reliable C-46 also strained maintenance resources.

Many units, therefore, retained some C-475, while a number of C-46
squadrons also acquired one or more C-475 1o allow them to operate into
unprepared strips. The 403rd TCG was typical in its aircrews’ reaction to
news that the unit was to convert to C-46s;

It has been more or less intimated char all C-47s will have been
replaced by C-46s no later than 1 August 1945, The prospect has been
met with varying degrees of enthusiasm by the flight crews. Initial
opposition was empharic. [t is understandable that Mlight personnel reject
what is 1o them an unproven aircraft in favour of one they know from
personal experience to have [1Fi“'t‘d 1S cfﬁuicnc}-. In almost two YCArs as
overwater combat flying pilots, they have learned ro substitute the C-47
for a dog as man’s best friend. Too many pilots have successfully crash-
landed C-47s or nursed them home on a single engine in instrument
weather to get hilariously enthusiastic overnight abour an “unknown

C-47As prapare for loading at an
unidentified airfield on the northern
coast of Mew Guinea in mid-1944.
The aireraft in the foreground,
#2-24262, was lost in a combat
accident on 30 June 1944, but the
adjacent aircraft, 42-24263, survived
the war only to be scrapped in the
Philippines in 1945

[National Archives)

415t TCS C-474 42-100721 The
HIAWATHA woare DAT marking
VH-CFQ on its tail instead of a serial
whean photographed in Mew Guinaa
in early 1944 - aircraft number ‘51"
has also been painted forward of
the transport's cargo doors. A short
while after this shot was taken, DAT
erderad that aircraft numbers be
applied on the nose as well, Part of
the original equipment of the 41st
TCS Flying Trainmen’, 42-100721
was also scrapped in the Philippines
post-war, but not wntil April 1948
{Author's Coilection)

quantity” replacement. Add o
r.h-;ll. [|:'||.' ‘L'I:'II'I'I.!TIiirii[i'u"I:']}' I_'III_'IH]' CLIm-
bat record of the C-46 since its
arrival in the theatre, and their dis-
rrust 15 understandable.”

C-47 crews in New Guinea had
also started o reap the benefits
from improved technology install-
ed in their aircraft during 19494,
The SCR-729/APN-2 Rebecca
tairborne) and Eurcka (ground
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A US Army map of the Philippines
Area, with arrows marking various
offensives (box shows details of
the fortress island of Corregidor,
in Manila Bay) (US Armry

Brig Gen Warren Carter (shown hers
with a C-54] commanded the S54th
TCW between May and November
1944, On either side of Carter’s spell
as CO, the wing had been led by
Brig Gen Paul Prentiss, who had
flown the lead ship (the 415t TCS's
HONEYMOON EXPRESS) during the
Madzab parachute assault. Carter’s
main task was preparation for the
liberation of the Philippines, which
mieant working with FEAF to leave
behind their bases in New Guinea
and the Solomons, painstakingly
built up in 1943-44, for new ones
that would be springboards for the
invasion {National Archives)

."itﬂti“n] r.'d.di.{;l |;H:H.L‘L}n AVSLCITES WO
widespread, these being used to help
identify drop zones for supplies.
APN-4 LORAN radio navigation
sets appeared in 1945, Finally,
C-47Bs, with R-1830-90 engines
titted with superchargers and extra
fuel capacity o allow them w fy
the ‘Hump', entered production in
1944, Improved mternal cargo-han-
dling equipment, including powered
conveyors, joined the improvised
fﬂl]fl’ﬁ ::md 5] i.l'.:l.“_"u tl'l.:" ]'H]I:.{ r:ntl.‘:]‘ﬂ;l »r-
vice in 1943, However, cthroughout
the Pacific and CBI, muscle power of
‘pushers and kickers’ sull made air-
drops possible.

More specialised medical air evac-
uation units were deployed too, with
the 54cth TCW alone having three
by mid-1944. Withour aircraft of
their own, these squadrons provided
medical personnel — including flighe
nurses — for C-47s and R4Ds of all
organisations.

The linking of rhc Fifth and
Thlrt{:tnl‘h .'ﬂl.lr ]."I:}rl'_t'.'i 'li]'tl'.{f]' Far
East Air Forces (Provisional) HQ) in
June 1944 was intended to ceneralise
US air power for the Philippines
campaign (AT was disbanded in
October 1944),

Amnold and USAAF HQ in Washingron DC proposed using rransport
aircraft in an enlarged version of Wingate's vision to begin the campaign
with an airborne invasion of Mindanao in September 1944 — 650 C-47s
and 735 gliders scizing a base, with the 11th Airborne Division (newly

arrived in the theatre) then invading
the other islands, first Leyte and
then Luzon, with airborne forces
supported by amphibious landings.
Th.ll:-: 'll"ﬂ.':l'l.l]d |::|H."|"E fl:li.ll.l.if‘l'.'d. Exti:.‘[:l.‘i:i\-'t
reinforcement from the US, for
although the FEAF had 460 trans-
ports — mainly C-47s — these were
all heavily commirtred even withour
an airborne invasion. MacArthur
instead decided for an amphibious
invasion of Leyre.

C-475 moved into arrbields on
Leyte in Ocrober 1944, soon after

the invasion., The New Guinea
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pattern of seizing an intermediate airserip — here betore the invasion of the
main island of Luzon — led to the invasion of Mindoro in December.
Again a proposal for an air invasion was rurned down by MacArthur, bur
when weather interrupred over-the-beach re-supply, transpores flew in

600 barrels of aviation fuel a day to the hghter strips — daylight missions

The pilat of C-474A 43-16119 Classy
Chassis from the 317th TCG waves
to local Filipinos at Hill Field,
Mindoro, in December 1944,

This alrcraft later took part in the
parachute assauli on Camalaniugua
[National Archives)

A war-weary G-47 flies over the
ruins of Manila whilst conducting
a DOT spraying mission
{Natioral Archives)




were often flown with fighter escort. Berween 29 November and 5

December, 250 paratroopers were drr]ppu:d over a tiny DZ - one C-47
made 14 passes
grnuml Iroops.

ar ."'I-"Ii.:l.[1irit".'r'i!|... ar ]..l'_'fa't{.‘., II‘I-;.']i'-.'-’.'Tng FI:,'i]'I'I'-I"IFI.,'I;_"H]I;_"r]I_'_‘i [0

The invasion ot Luzon opened in January 1945, by which point special
Operations had become an i!1]PH]’tiL11T FEAF C-47 mission, with -_ai[.;_{mpﬁ
to guerrilla units and participation in raids to liberate prisoners, C-47s
also provided humanitarian relief to a cut-oft leper colony and, when a
malaria epidemic threatened Manila, conducted large-scale air spraying,

Of course most missions involved crirical airdrops for advancing
ground forces. On 22 January, Capt Kelly of the 39th TCS co-piloted
C-47 "K31" for the 40th TCS. He later reported;

‘Pilot Capt Tully and navigaror Lt Stinchfield, both from the 39th, and
crew chief and radio operator from the 40th. Nine acroplanes wok off for
drop missions to Luzon at targets “B” and “C", flying formacons in “V of
Vs". Targer "B” locared at 122°31'E, 13°37'N. Target “C" located at
122°50°E, 13°39°N. All aeroplanes headed for target “B”. Cape Tully,
flight leader, led five aeroplanes to targer “C”, where they made drops,
The other tour dropped ar target “B". When drops were completed, all
nine acroplanes joined in formation and returned rogether, Ar *C” targer,
aeroplane “X31" made three free drops ar 50 ft, and four paratroops at

200 fr. Seven runs were made over

The 3rd ACG was deployed to the
Philippines in an effort to try and
repeat the CBl tactics used so
successfully by the Chindits,
However, the group simply ended
up being integrated into the overall
C-4T transport force in this more
established theatre, dominated by
Gen Machrthur's unitary command
structure. CHARLOTTE M served
with the 3rd ACG's 318th TCS(C)
on Luzon in May 1945, As with the
other ACGs, the 3rd was proud of
its group insignia |(white fin topl.
The 318th’s alrcraft names were

all painted on ‘cloud” backgrounds.
The "A" prefix to the aircraft’s
number was part of an attempt to
standardise such markings within
the FEAF [Mational Archives)

What the ground forces saw most
often = a C-47 coming off a DZ,
hare in the Philippines in 1945
|National Archives)

the targer. Owver targer 30 minutes.
Target was marked by three hills in
a [r'i&ﬂgul:lr [.'l-l:].'.-.kiitllr] with smoke on

them. 100 per cent accuracy. How-

A

*

ever, one bundle paradrop missed
target. Do not know which aero-
plane dropped it. Course at drop
was 125% Very rough rterrain,
rolling hills.

‘At "C" rarget there were Filipinos
i.’llid. L;J"r o grnl_in{f — 0One, 4 ﬂ'li_l_]{:lr.
was recognised by an infantry sec- it
ond lieuteneant in our aeroplane.
EH[’HU Wk dl_']n{:l]ifll:“'l t"{,]'l_lil_:ll':l'lfl'l'[..

gas and food. Weather was good

=

¥

throughout, excepr light rain in
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The fortress island of Corregldar in
Manila Bay, as seen from ane of the
317th TCG aircraft taking part in the
parachute assault on 16 February
1945. US Mavy patrol boats can

just be seen offshore, these vessels
playing a vital role in rescuing
paratroopers that missed not anly
the narrow DZs, but the entire
island (Mational Archives)

The USAAF's TCSs were well-
trained in formation flying as part of
their primary mission. As if to prove
the point, here a vee-formation of
C-47s of the 317th TCG head for
Corregidor on 16 February 1945,

As the aircraft approached the DZ,
however, they would shift into a
line-astern formation so that only
one aircraft would be over the DZ
at a time |Mational Archives)

Samar Sca en route to Luzon. Trip
li:ll:}l‘i. ﬁum ﬁ.:ﬂ.l.r b Hlur-:ﬂnd—:i-hﬂ[f
hours (round trip). However, waited
two to three hours in air for fighrer
COVET, 50 .!i:'.ran‘l;nt;‘i WENe Jirhll:l]'ﬂf :.r
hours 25 minuees. Had two-aero-
planc hghter cover. Started with
tour, but two turned back because of
bad wearther.’

The opening stages of the Luzon
'L'-'l.]'['lFL'l.i.g” i.l'El:lllI:I'l;:I:I thﬂ" |.‘;|rg:‘-.'§l: Fﬂrﬂ—
chute assault of the Pacific War,
On 3 February, the 317th TCG's
48 C-475 :|mpp~|:d a total of three
bactalions of the 11th Airborne
Division’s 511th PIR on Tagayviay
Ridge, encountering minimal resistance, bur leading to a scattered and
dispersed drop despite being in daylight. This was followed by a 51-
i:iil'li:[":'l.f-[ |:|'|.ili:'|i|.]|! ].‘L[r_'r tl"liH I:‘Iii_"r'. "u"!']'l.'i{'l'l WS ijl"ili'l il {“"il,'.ll',_"r";ﬂ_"[‘i dl'l'_'lp. _|'.‘|_ Fﬂl]ﬂ“"
up mission the next day with 33 C-475 was, however, highly accurare,

Other C-47/R4D operators also ook part in the Philippines
campaign, NATS R4Ds joining in a massive airlift of replacement
equipment after US Navy vessels suffered typhoon damage. Marine
Corps R4Ds operated in the Philippines, acting as pathfinders for single-
engined aircraft as they deployved. And while SCAT headquarters was
dishanded in early 1945 — ATC and NATS wmking over its routes —
MAG-25 hl:L_vn_'r.! in action. Atter the invasion of Luzon, ATC, anxious to
make the Fifth Air Force transport veterans forget their 1942 jibes, bear
the troop carrier units into many forward airfields and set up its Manila
terminal whilst Japanese resistance was still being cleared our.

On 16 February 1945, 51 C-47s of the 317th TCG, nicknamed the
Jungle Skippers', dropped 2000 men of the 503rd PIR on the fortress
i.?-'l-i.ll.“d ﬂ'i- {.'{:-Tt'l:!.’.,id{:ll'. il'l r'ln"‘[-'l.l'lilil Hil.}". F.l‘hi:'i Wl tl_lt' onec P;l_n'll:_'h'l_l.'[f.." ﬁs,'_-;ﬂ_ul[
ot the Pacific War thar led to a hard-fought batte, with the paratroopers
being dropped on the two tiny 15 in daylighe in the wake of a bombing
strike to suppress anti-aircrafr fire. Due o the modest size of the DZs,
only one bamalion could be dropped ar a time, with a five-hour turn




around berween drops. Each C-47
had to make repeated passes over
the DZs, as only a handtul of para-
troopers could jump on each pass.
Fighter escorts attacked the source
l:lr A1y gn :IJ.:I'I.L{ ﬁ e,

The commanding officers of the
317th TCG and 503rd PIR - Lt
Caol John Lackey Jr and Col George
Jones — circled the island in a C-47
command ship, directing each air-
craft to the DZ. The 317th per-
formed borh drops, followed by
re-supply missions the following
dﬂ_:r'. "."u".ll.l.]l:ll.l.t ]UH\.";.. HITl]”llEh mMasr I-II'-
its C-47s received flak damage.

Exactly one week later, a well- t

P[El.ni'llfd. T.'l.:id (81 ]] r!'ll: inn;'rrln'lq_‘.n[
camp at Los Banos, on Luzon, successtully liberated Allied prisoners just
days before their planned execution by the Japanese. A company of 1 1th
Airborne Division paratroopers dropped by ten C-47s — mostly from
65th TCS - seized the camp, routed the garrison and then linked up with
guerrillas and a larger force of paratroopers that had landed from
amphibious tractors, withdrawing with them and the surviving PoWs.

In addition to the normally high wartime risk of fratricide, the fact thar
the Japanese operated a pracrically identical aircrafe to the C-47 in the
L2D (Type 00) "Tabby’ transport further compounded the sitwation. On
10 February, the crew of C-47A 43-30761 of the 39th TCS was lost and
about to make the fatal error of landing on a Japanese-held island when it
was shot down, on final .'Lp-prn.'u:h tor the island’s runway, h_l,.r aP-51. In
what was the war's E]I'.Il_'|-" 'I'-I'i.l..‘l‘.l'ljlj-" fire incident that actually saved lives, the
Mustang pilor received credir for an aerial kill = he had a blue-and-white
star painted beneath his cackpit! Upon their return o base, this is the
stary the C-47 crew told the squadron intelligence officer for the record;

C-47A "X-23" of the 39th TCS left Leyte ac 0700 hrs on 10 February
1945, There were eight passengers aboard ship, two of whom were nurses.
Our destination was Clark Field. We were not Hying formation, nor
following any other ship. On take-off, the acroplane had 650 gallons of
fuel. Flew to Hill Field ar 10,000 fr. At 0915 hrs we were over Hill Field,
The aeroplane then flew along the west coast of Mindoro on a course of
340°, crossing the northwest part of Mindoro at abour 120°50°E so as o
aveid a mountain which was 3000-4000 fe high. The C-47 continued
north. When it was on the south side of Manila Bay, it was 1100 hrs.

‘At the southern edge of Manila Bay, the acroplane encountered
broken, scattered clouds. It climbed o 7000 ft and flew through rough
weather until 1130 hrs, bucking a strong head wind. Ir was still over
water. Ar 1150 hrs the Flilnr instructed the radio Operator ask for a
bearing and send an SOS. IFF emergency was turned on, and remained
on continuously until we ditched. The radio operator talked in the clear
on command and liaison (radio networks). The pi]m and Eﬂ-PilDL’ did nor
speak on the radio, We received no bearings or response of any kind,

317th TCG CO Lt Col John Lackey
briefs crews at Mipa, Luzon, an

23 June 1945 - the eve of the
parachute assault on Camalaniugua.
As a captain, and commanding
officer of the G6th TCS, he led the
first formation flight of 13 C-47s
from California to Port Moresby

in October 1942, The various

route maps giving details of the
impending mission have been taped
omnto the fuselage of C-478 43-49767,
which survived the operation

and went on to serve with the
eccupation forces in Japan. The
aircraft was finally withdrawn from
usa in 1947 {Mational Archives)
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Veteran C-53 41-20054 VH-CCC
“¥OUHADDABUCK™ had initially
arrived in Brishane in 1942 and
wemnt on to sarve with the RAAF

as WH-CCC. It was transferred to
(antas control two years later,
before being returned to the USAAF
in April 1944, The aircraft remained
in US military service until 1947,
when it appeared on the Philippine
civil register. Eventually sold to a
US buyer, the C-53 ended up flying
with the Colombian &ir Force until
written off in a crash at Cali on

3 August 1981 (Author’s Collection,
phote by TSgt Walter D Kudier)

“The acroplane continued unil
1150 hrs, and was still over warer,
The pilor then informed his passen-
gers that he was in trouble and
would set the aeroplane down on
the first land he saw. Safety beles
were put on the sears, life-jackers put
on — rafts were prepared, with food,
water, guns and ammo laid our ready to be put into the rafts, The door
was removed. The pilor, Lt Gricger, took a heading due east and flew unil
1210 hrs, when rwo small isles were observed to the south a few miles.

“We flew past the two small isles on a heading of 907 for 200 minures,
and then saw no more land. We made a 180° banked turn, due west ar
270° 1o the same two small isles. The aeroplane was just above the
overcast ar 4000 fr. Overcast was broken. The two isles we saw were too
small to land on. We saw and flew to a longer isle. Its terrain was too
rough. We saw a still longer isle, approached it and saw an airstrip of grass
abour 3500 fr x 100 ft, but no tower or buildings. The strip was at the
eastern edge of a town. The isle was about three-quarters of a mile across.
We were definitely lost,

“The gear was put down, and ar 150 fr altirude, with the aeroplane at
half flaps and abour to be put down, six strings of tracers came up in
front of us, The pilot thought it was Japanese ground fire, and was in
line with the approaching strip. He turned the acroplane slightly to the
right, then made a sharp turn to the left, getting down as low as possible
towards the ocean.

‘A P-51 made a head on pass at and over the C-47, striking the C-47 in
the right engine and fuselage with several shots. Then the C-47 continued
in a direct line for the shore. When he reached it, the P-51 made a pass
from the rear, shooting into the fuselage and left engine of the C-47. The
funcrioning of our motors was not impaired by the gun fire we received.
We ditched 300 yards from shore, at 65 to 70 mph airspeed in a complete
stall, all switches off - the tail was dropped on a smooth sea. The fuselage
settled and the right wing dropped. causing the aeroplane to swerve to the
right. This was at 1400 hrs. The C-47 travelled roughly 50-70 ft on the
surface. It stayed afloar for three to five minures.

“We rook rwo minutes to get out. We did not rush, as the acroplane was
not filling with water. No one lost their heads, Baggage for the passengers,
three ool chests and two bags of mail had been thrown our of the door. A
trailer weighing about 1500 lbs was still in the aeroplane. Four rafts were
put out. One was perforated by bullers and sank. The 12 of us got into the
three rafts. The P-51 circled us for an hour but did not fire again.

‘I ordered all rafts to paddle ourt to sea as fast as possible. We were out
about a mile when machine guns and rifles opened up on us from the
shore. We were our of range, but the shooting continued for 30 minures.
We found oursclves in the centre of a triangle composed of two smaller
isles and the one we had tried to land on, so we stayed equidistant from
them all and waired unril dark. None of us were injured, excepr one
person had a minor cut and one a hole in his shoe, with part of his large
roe-nail missing. At dusk we put to sea between the two small isles, purup
our sails and rowed for five or six miles against a strong current.




The parachute assault at
Camalaniugua on 23 June 1945 was
conducted in daylight by the 317th
TCG. The aircraft closest to the
camera is CleoC of the 39th TCS,
which was part of the second flight
of the 317th aver the DZ

(National Archives)

C-47s Angel in Blue and The Sloux
of the 33rd TCS were photographed
on the flightline at Palau on 16 June
1945 [National Archives)

“Weather was good at all times. At
night, we were cold in our suntans
{khaki cotton uniforms), having
taken no blankets aboard, One of
our three rafts started to deflate art
0100 hrs on 11 February. Conrinu-
ous pumping kept it quite full,

AL du]r']igh[, the waves were so
high they broke into our rafis.
Also, very |'.Il'g|3 timbers were being

thrown about. We pushed them off
"u'r'jll:] LT FI‘;I';_‘II:,‘II':‘.H. .:';I:'Il,_ WE WEne I':I'H_I'_'J-I;.
between the three isles, in the lee of
one of them. None of us was hungry
or thirsty until 1000 hrs on the 11th
when we ate and drank sparingly.

“Ar 1045 hrs a P-51 pilot joined us on a raft. He stated he was the
wingman of the P-51 that shot us down, and that he parachured our when
his aeroplane was hit by Japanese ground fire 30 minutes before we were
hit. At 1100 hrs we were picked up by a Catalina. Later, we found we had
diec

red in Songsong Bay, west of Batan Island, midway berween Luzon
and Formaosa,”

Aside from carrying freight and troops, the 317th TCG was also called
||.]':|I:'I'|'| [ I_-I'L'\'I'I:E.'I'I'H'I |.':||;:|||:||:|i!'||-:r| r1ti.'-::tii|:1|'|:-; "u'i.ri{h il_.&i {._:-"i_rh :!F:.'I!I]:‘if ['H:IIL'L:I;"[,,"';. E}F
Japanese resistance on islands in Manila Bay. Capt Max W Custer,
veteran C-47 pilot and operations officer of the 317th TCG, reported;

‘Oin 12 April the firs bombing mission by troop carrier aeroplanes in
this theatre of operations was carried out by C-47s of the “Jungle

Skippers”. The target, Carabao Island, is located on the south side of the

south channel ro the entrance of Manila Bay, This island lies about half-
a-mile from the mainland. north of Limbones Cove. 1t is abour 1200
yards long, not more than 200 yards wide and 185 fi high. The shore is
mainly composed of sheer elifl, in places 100 fi high. Intelligence reports

indicated that 80 enemy troops were hiding on the island,

I.J.“r'l-":' ;’ICI‘EJ-}J':I.]I.E& I'lli'l{]f,'. [ RS ] Tl"”'\-
stons, each dropping a total of 48 x
55 pallons of n:ipa|m. The aero-
planes flew at extwremely low ald-
tude, with drums being pushed our

of the cargo door when signalled
by the pilot. The entire island was
covered. Two-thirds of the drums
spread upon contact and burned
fiercely, and the remaining one-
third exploded in a concenrrared
puft where they hit withour any

spread. Time over the rarget was

]lln”Ed .:l.!'l{i .it:rn;_'rp';l_ut;i h.i,tl.,{ T FECUrn
withour |'L'.-1'.'inp.; observed che results
of their bombing runs. The island
was left aflame and the wooden
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CHAPTER FIVE

B

buildings near the southern end
WEre I:ll'.:'iT r{:l_'!r'l':d-

‘On 15 April another aeroplane
made one mission on the same tar-
get, dropping 12 x 55 gallons of
napalm. lts purpose was to hit spots
on the island covered by brush. One
explosion was started on the sourh-
west end of the island, The missions
were considered successful, and
higher commands were well pleased
with the resuls.’

However, the vast majority of
transport missions throughour the
Philippines followed the pattern
set in New Guinea — airdrops to
combat troops, casualty evacuation and priority cargo to enable aircraft to
operate from new bases,

As C-46 numbers increased, C-47s were concentrated on casualey
evacuarion, special operations, parachute assaults and frontline re-supply
missions. The latter remained highly challenging, as reported by 1L
Frank Fisher Jr of the 65th TCS, who was sent to re-supply elements of
the US Gth Infantry Division in the rocky Cayayuan Valley;

‘O 26 July we left Dulag and flew to Lingayen strip, where Capt Neil
Mulford of Group Headquarters directed that we drop in the Banahue
area to Gith Division men. We spent five days flying out of there, dropping
to the troops. Each morning we would pick up drop crews and an officer
from the infantry to guide us to the drop zone. Upon completion, we
were complimented upon the percentage of recoveries made of material
dropped — 85 per cent recovery was made, which was much superior, we
were told, to the outfir that had previously been doing the job,

*Thirteen different loads were taken by my ship into the drop area, and
once for a series of 12 consecutive drops we made a “hit” every time. We
were dropping rations by free drop, and medical supplies, including
plasma, by parachure. The difficulties encountered were mainly char the
terrain features offered hazards. Dirops were made as low as possible
{abour 200 ft above ground). Altitude gained — within two miles — had to
be 2500 ft so as to clear the mountains. We would go into the valley, drop
wheels and flaps, throttle back to 110 mph, drop, pull up the wheels, push
the throttle to the panel and sweat, Part of the partern was flown over the
Japanese positions, but they offered no threars.”

The 317th TCG, experienced in parachute assaults, as well as che daily
air rt-.*-:LL[:I-FIJJ.I' and casualty evacuation, was linked with elements ol the
511th PIR as the Gypsy Task Force. On 23 June 1945, at Apari, on
northern Luzon, this force (plus cight 433rd TCG C-46s towing gliders)
made the last airborne assault of the Pacific War, dropping paratroops on
an airstrip help by guerrillas.

With the defeat of major Japanese forces and the extension of ATC and
NATS routes, FEAF concentrated most of its C-47 squadrons north of
Okinawa, in preparation for the invasion of Japan. Others units remained
committed to the continuing campaign in the southern Philippines.

C-47 ‘X33’ of the ‘Jungle Skippers’
flies in formation with other
A17th TCG aircraft on 23 June
1945, en route to Camalaniugua
[National Archives)




CBI 1945

upply drops o frontline troops made the 1945 offensive that

liberated Burma possible. Indeed, the campaign in the northern

part of the country was almost totally dependent on air transport,
The sheer scale of the airdrops required is shown by the fact thar, starting
in late 1944, berween 50,000 and 80,000 E}:L]'.'ll'_'l'ﬂltt:}i Were -:::-;p-::ndn:d a
month by the USAAF over Burma, with an additional ten per cenr used
over China (and many cargos, especially food, were dropped without
parachures). These numbers declined in 1945 as more forward airstrips
were built in Burma.

Troops were flown in as soon as strips were scoure o keep the advance
going. Furthermaore, the building of a read and petroleum pipeline from
Ledo, in India, through northern Burma to China required additional
airlift support, with C-47s flying sections of pipe into Chinese airfields.

The CCTF's 16 wansport squadrons — USAAF, RAF and RCAF -
supported the campaign in southern Burma. On 19 February, loaded
gliders were ferried by C-475 to the forward field ar Sinthe. However, the
airstrip at Thabukran was caprured intacr and, preceded by a single glider
containing air traflic conerol, C-47s started bringing in Indian troops on
27 February. In March, during a month of intensive combar, 70,000 tons
wete airlifted to the forces on the Burma front and 26,000 tons to troops
in the north, Finally, C-47s of the 1stand 2nd ACGs flew an Indian Army
brigade into Meiktila to cur off the Japanese retreat roure from Mandalay.

Meikrila was itself in the frontline, with lﬂl'l.dil'lg':: and rake-offs often
coming under fire from nearby Japancse artillery positions. On 15
March, at the height of the bartle for nearby Mandalay, 1Lt Wayne
Bishop was flying C-47 ‘824 of the 317th TCS;

1 entered the waffic pattern ar Meikrila ar abour 1715 hrs. On the
downwind leg, close to the field, we observed bursts about the runway and

Representing the high degree of
coordination achieved by 1945 in
the CEl, a C-47 drops supplies at the
croasing of the Irrawaddy River in
February 1945 while a British-air-
ground control party, mounted in a
jeep and a tank, direct both fromtline
re-supply and tactical air support.

Im Burma, tactical air support meant
a lot more than just fighters and
bombers attacking enemy positions.
Transport aircraft performed
missions that were just as vital

to the troops in the field, keeping
them re-supplied with everything
from ‘bullets to baked beans’,

and conducting crucial casualty
evacuation missions. ‘Newver, |
believe, was air cooperation closer,
quicker, or more effective; never
wias it more gratefully appreciated
than by the Fourteenth Army

and its commander’ was how the
British Army"s Gen Willlam SHm
viewed the operations around the
Irrawaddy River in February 1945
[Mational Archives)

in the quluading area. The tower
advised “Land. Taxi to the south
end, kick'em out and gert the hell our
of here. Do not cut engines”.
“Turning on the base leg, close in,
we saw pufts in the north-cast which
prompted me to get down to the
runway quickly. Approaching the
end of the runway, we observed a
fresh burst midway down the run-
way. We raised the gear and buzzed
[h.E Iunw:i._'r" Ty 'in".-'l.‘;"srig';l_[l: '[]1[" I:I_am-'
age. No damage. I pulled up, made
another close pattern and landed.
Holding the tail up, | taxied fast to
the south end, where there appeared
to be a few bursts, Bur ar the south
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CHAPTER S1X

Capt Culp of CCTF briefs C-47 crews
on Operation Dracula = the airbomas
assault on Rangoon on 1 May 1945,
This mission was a truly Allied
effort, with US aircraft and crews,
RCAF jumpmasters and British
signallers jumping with the Gurkha

paratroopaers
|Mational Archives]

The remains of a burnt-out C-47
from the Znd ACG litter Mueiktila
airfield in March 1945, The fly-in and
ra-supply efforts at this stratagically
critical airfield were often subjected
to Japanese artillery fire

|National Archives|

end we caughr an explosion under
the tail which threw all personnel
in the rear to the floor. I thoughr a
tyre might have been hit. The aero-
plane following observed whar they
thought was a pround loop. The
tower shoured "*35°, are you okay?"”
We were obscured by smoke,

“We unloaded the aeroplane in
nothing flat. The crew chief, upon
inspection, found no damage, and
Wi T'-'l:l:il'_'ﬂ.l F:l.!'it Tk t-"lLi.L'-ﬂFF ﬁ'l:l]['l 1.]“.'
runway. The tower then advised as
a shell hit the runway, “Caution on
take-ott '35, Large shell holes in

runway’.

‘| threw on 48 inches of mercury,
lifted the tail, lowered half flaps and was off the ground at 65 mph before

reaching the holes in the runway. I banked sharply to the lefr back over the
village and climbed our of danger.

‘{.:lﬂ."il'_" L“.{:‘Irllin:lTiun llpl:lll I:I['l[]i.'l'l.g_ at Fl.:l.lﬂl :"Ch'l:l"-"!'l:d CHIE d{'l'l.l. i.]'l LI-IL'\I Iighr.
elevator abour the size of a mess kit. We believe this was caused by
'L-.l_-ll'ICLI.FﬁII:II'l I'-I":IIIT'I |,'|__|I: .l_'!l.l;l,"iT, 'a'. 5111.‘:]||;,'r I:I CTVT ill rl-l{' SlIme tlr_ll'll“r-l Lol & E" F“::i rL'd
ts be shrapnel. No further damage was found.”

The Allies hoped o take Rangoon prior 1o the onset of the monsoon
scason, and on 30 April some 3% C-475 from the 1st and 2nd ACGs and
the 15t CCOG drnppud 00 Giurkha paratroopers near the ciry as part of
Operation Dracsla. The drop was coordinated with an amphibious
invasion, and Allied troops encountered precious little resistance when
they took Rangoon several days later. This was a highly successtul
parachure assault, as the 317th TCS's repore shows;

"Ar 0230 hrs on 1 [".-*[u}r'. Path-
finder aeroplane “645" of the 317th
TCS(C) and acroplane “840" of the
CCTF ook off, with 20 paratroop-
ers in 645" and two Visual Control
Point Groups, consisting of 20 men,
in “840". Col McCullough of the
COCTF was the pilor of “6457 and
Capt Richard Braswell, of the 317th
TCS(C), his co-pilor.

“Ac 0300 hrs, Maj Neil Holm
ook off with the lead aeroplane.
Shortly thereafter, 39 319th and
317th TCS and CCTF acroplances
were airhorne. The mission was on
its way as scheduled.

“The weather at Akyab on take-oft
Was not encou fﬂgillg. .Hl-: r'e was
overcast at 3000 fr and distanc light-

ning. By the time all acroplanes were




airborne, a thunderstorm was passing the stations with heavy rains. The
rains turned into a steady drizzle, which continued unril 0730 hrs.

“The course was Akyab-Myingui-Kyuin-Payagyi-DZ. Aeroplanes
“645" and “840" were over the IDZ ar 0545 hrs. They dropped their men
without incident. Three P-51s gave them escort from the [P to the DZ.
Mo Sigﬂs ﬂfr_‘lIEl'u}' action were observed, except for a few wooden ba rges
making for the shore in the Rangoon River.

“The formarion of the 319th TCS(C) acroplancs, led by Maj Holm,
dropped their paratroopers about 40 minutes later. The 317th TCS(C),
led by Maj Richard Edwards reached the DZ ar 0633 hrs. All
paratroopers and parapacks were dropped in a small circle on the DZ.,
Returning pilots reported the escorting P-31s. The weather at the D7 was
overcast ar 1500 fr. Another larger overcast was at 3000 fr, although
‘r'jSihj li L_'I-' eI i.ijl'lL"liI EI:JHI'J..

“All of the aeroplanes returned ro Akyab successtully except for “2467,
which landed on Ramree Island due to engine wouble. This aeroplane
arrived at Akyab about two hours later. The mission can be considered as
a highly successful one, as no acroplanes were damaged and no personnel
injured. Forty-one C-47s carried 820 and dropped them successtully.”

A series of Japanese ground offensives against LS air bases in China
were launched berween April 1944 and February 1945, and these led to
a crisis use of air eransport in-theatre. Diespite the Fourteenth Air Force's
air superiority, it was unable to halt the advancing Japanese, moving by
night and requiring minimal logistics. Although an additional airlift of
fuel and ammunition over the ‘Hump’ was desperately needed in an effore
to sustain the Fourteenth Air Force's effort, there were not enough
transports available to provide it. As the Japanese reached their objectives,
there were many last-minute air evacuations of forward hases,

To help stem the Japanese advance, Chinese troops were flown from
Burma in a series of airlifis. In December 1944, the Tenth Air Force
conducted Ovperation Grubeweorm, which saw 25,000 troops brought in
from Burma to defend the now-threatened airlift terminal at Kunming,
These Hights provoked a major resurgence in Japanese aerial activiry in
the region, as 27th TCS pilot 1Lt Jack M Engle discovered;

“Some of the Zeros got one of our

Jettisonable parapacks of British
design are fitted to temporary
external hardpoints beneath a CCTF
C-47 in preparation for Operation
Dracula (National Archives)

ships one day as he was chimbing
away from Targer 55. Shot him
down when he didn't have a ghost
I:JI-;! f]lﬂ[]ﬁf. TI'l.E!.I' o | lt‘\{i fh'l: ]'Il';'ll {Onr
of a lot more of us too many differ-
ent times. It became habital w
keep our heads moving in the cock-
pit. eyes scarching the sky for single-
engined aircraft, One man keprvigil
in the navigator's dome, constantly
alert for specks in the distance, and
at those times, that man, regardless
of who he was, was the most impor-
tant person aboard the aircrafr. All
ather lives on that .‘il‘lil,'.l -a;]i.:pu:ndr,t_{
on him.
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CHAPTER SIX

I

‘There were many false alarms, of course, when everyvthing was
“pushed to the firewall” and we made every effort to put ourselves some
place else. But a dozen false alarms are better than once failing ro see
enemy aeroplanes. Nerves were on edge. We had no desire to dogfight a
Zero in a C-47 — who docs? Butr Zeros, ack-ack and the monsoons
'I:Dmbi nﬂd cﬂuldn,t Emp ar ;IC'L'ILTP'.E nes :F]'ﬂm dmppi.ng HUFFI i.:'!ﬁ on II'I.E
"Hump” every day.’

(C-47s in China were required to re-supply frontline units as Japanese
offensives continued. Others landed behind Japanese lines, inserting OSS
and weather teams, or picking up downed US aircrews — the China-based
8th Emergency Rescue Squadron carried out many of the latter
missions. Elsewhere in-theatre, C-47s of the 69th Composite Wing —
supplemented by bombers — performed airdrops to beleaguered French
forces retreating in Indochina. The 27th TCS war diary provides a
few details;

‘16 April = 1Lt McCleary (pilot), with 2Lt Mellon (co-pilot), 2Lt
Robinson {navigator), Maj Bannon (observer), Sgt Weatherly (crew
chief) and Sgr Korish (radio operator), undertook a drop mission
o Pinfok, just a few miles from the Japanese base of Mon Cay, in
French Indochina. and about ten miles from the Gulf of Tonkin. The
mission was successful, and badly

Parachutes away = CCTF C-475 carry
out the follow-up supply drop to
Gurkha paratroops near Bangoon
during Operation Dracula on

1 May 1945, The dark-coloured
parachutes indicate that these

are supplies being delivered rather
than personnel. Jumpmasters for

all drops on 1 May were provided
by the RCAF (National Archives)

needed supplics were dropped 1o
tl'“: Fn:nr_'l'.l gruup&i m{]?i.ng Lt 'ﬁ'F
French Indochina.

“23 April — while landing at Poseh
in C-47 “425%, 1Lt Taylor had just
touched down when a tyre blew our.
The gear was drawn up and the
ai:]‘nplam: ﬂkiddﬂd tix a .‘i'l'l':ir.l Wi.t}tﬂ‘ut
injury to the crew. The aeroplane
was still repairable,

cli ;'!'Lprlll — 4 socret rn'm'-i'l-l:‘ln Wwas
Hown to Szemao, where demolitions
packed for dropping were loaded.
Several paratroopers were taken on
board. A mission was then Hlown over
Indochina, where the men jumped
and the demolitions were dropped.
The crew on the mission were 1Lt
Miller (pilor). 2Lt Mincher (co-
pilot), Capr Quinliven (navigartor),
2Lt Ports (navigator) {the two naviga-
tors suggests thar this C-47 may have
been a pathfinder with a modified
SCR-711C H2X ground-mapping
navigation radar), Cpl Gordon
{crew chief) and S5gr Loughnane
(radio operator).’

Wi.th t]'“: I:i h::r:ltllun “I'-Bl.l.]'mﬂ. ..iIld
the disbandment of the EAC, the
USAAF started to move most of the




Tenth Air Force's C-47 strength
into China, enabling the return of
Chinese forces thar had raken
part in the Burma campaign.
-475 reinforced the "Hurnp: alr-
lift, eventually moving Tenth Air
Force headquarters o Kunming.
In May 1945, the 27th TCS
moved o China to provide the
same Chindit-style direct support
to Chinese forces conducting an
offensive along the Salween River,
but operating by day rather than
rllglu, and with aintr{:]'.-si in rrl..i-::r_'
of missions into forward airstrips.
1Lt Jack Engle described the mis-

sions that his unit Hew;

‘The job assigned the 27th TCS was that of dropping food,
ammunition, and other supplies to the Chinese troops trying
recaprure the Burma Road. The actual country was new to us, but we
were quite familiar with the type of terrain, and the task of dropping
ﬁLlE?EJ‘l.:it'h. ":{"lhﬂ.t iT ft‘il]l}" (= rJ.*-:i.*-:l'r:{l I;_]I'."i"r'ﬂﬁ- H'!.'i"g |_'|_|'I:' z Hl_l]'l'lp:? :-'.l:k‘l:ra| [i mes
cach day. Flying a drop pactern in mountains and valleys in the daytime
certainly offered no problem when we had already done the same thing
at ]lighf e i!'l. I'I:!LT I"' Was d rr‘.]ir:F.

‘The slow and reluctant manner in which the Chinese fought and
gradually gained ground, and the incessant red tape from their higher
authorities, prolonged our supplying job far more than necessary.
Many times we wished for the presence of some of our own efficient
infantry, if only to show us that our
efforts were helping to produce the
desired resules. Bur it was necessary
to nip in the bud our rypically
;"';:I'[’]E]‘il::a[] ilT!l.]H.l i.l'_' e, dl Ed Li‘l:l 4 Wi
were ordered.

We started with T:qrgc'r No 1,
along the old muddy Salween River,
and within a month our targets had
increased in number to 25, stretch-
ing from north of Tengchung to
south of Lungling. Some of them
were in valleys, others on the sides
or tops of mountains and hills. The
country quickly became familiar to
ug, and we could find Tr_'ngi_'lumg,
Chenanso, Lungling or Paoshan, or
any spot on the Schweli, Salween or
M'E]iﬂl'lg R.i VErs, ds L'-H.:'ij l}' d% W lL"I.:I'I.l.]{I
find the corner drug store — nor that
western China knew what a drug-
STOre Was.

A precise 'V’ of C-47s from the
317th TCS |with the 2nd ACG's
exclamation mark insignka on thelr
finsl drop Gurkha paratroopers
near Rangoon as part of Operation
Dracula. The C-47s carry British
supply canisters under their bellies,
and these were also dropped

[ Mational Arehives)

Mule airlift to China from northern
Burma by the 316th TCS on 1
February 1945, Mote the five-band
fuselage marking of the unit's
parent 15t ACG (National Archives)
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CHAPTER 51X

12

‘And so 1t became a routine — ™
Target 37 roday, Alternate 4%, or
Target 60, Alternate 25, or some
other combination, [t wasn’t bad,
Ly L% — 'Ijl.]”.-\. |:]'L'||. TUE l].::l.'d. .I'!'LI] we
had to worry abour was the mon-
soon weather, with 165 constant
changes and often impossible
build-ups, or the wrbulent air-

CLUITEnLs i['l fi'll: rig['lt Ii“]ﬂ.’ Vii“l::-'h-
in which we had to circle many
times, very low, or the frequent
ground hire from the fanatic
liccle Nips.

e :

J |'Il"f'| rhlng'-: E'I'I:g_i_"'l (K8 I:,'l'lﬂl'lgl;'.

The Jap became active, seemed to
be awakening to the fact chat we were flying over his ill-gotten territory
I.‘."u"{'f'l'_'r' d-"l :|.'. HI: fl:'.'l.li"il'_'ﬂ.i tE'I:H W WIS QI []I\tl"lL' ||'|:!j or 1?!';.": LS i.]l. E L.L]I]}'l;li;:,li
that was not in accord with the Emperor's wishes, and he did not ignore
the fact that we were flying unarmed ships at low altitudes.

"So he established an anti-aircrabt emplacement on the west side of the
Salween, where the Burma Road crosses the river — an ideal locarion, as we
h.l;l:'l i H:p" OVeT ir ‘,‘.'&'1.‘]-}' ':I-'I:Ir'. 'l":"':'-lf" {'i'lri'i‘lt'['lt"(l 1]1i.‘i i!{'i‘i-itl'_'k _Iil'l:l “].}r_'n.ll.i'l_':'-'l_'
Dick”. He did his job pretty efficiently. The gunners on "Dead-eye
Dick's” hill gave several of us many bullet holes as souvenirs, and we had
to aleer our route around him.”

It was May 1945 before C-46s outnumbered the 501 C-47s then in
the China and Burma-India cheatres. "Hump' tonnage continued to
increase with the introduction of the Curtiss Eransport. The ability 1o I]}'
the lower altitude routes over northern Burma and the investment in
infrastrucrure in Previous years h:..' ATC was also now .~:|1:m-ing_ resules.

.FI1 15 il1i:|l]1.]t'i| [|IH.'! LISE IZ'I!-I'.'I:I!lF.Il'i.'-iI:'d

production line maintenance fos
transports, which achieved a readi-
ness rate of 85 percent. By war's
end ATC had 13 bases in India and
six in China, and had delivered
T40,000 wons o China = three-
quarters of char in the last vear of
the war —in 167,285 sorties,

Some 167 C-475 were among the
700+ transports doing the job Gen
Amold had  estimated  would
require 50-75 C-47s back in 1942,
The cost had included 460 trans-

EJH”.:‘l- |.|:|'.";1 [."il'."'r'lir] :';!'l.':]l I'j‘l.:l"r'l-'r:l |.J:| lI:]t'
Japanese) and 792 personnel killed.
At the peak of ATC operations, in
.'*L:LHUEI 1945, 1341 aircraft from its
worldwide strength of 3090 twans-

FH!lﬂ'.‘i WEre {‘-4_ !-i\'.'['iL‘!-i ]'[]il:l'_'l']i]ll_'.‘i-

A C-47 of the 27th TCS makes a low-
lewel airdrop to Chinese forces on
the Salween River fromt, dropping
food without the use of parachutes
{ National Archives]

The end of the 'Hump' - base
operations at the ATC terminal at
Kunming, in China. Crews would
repart in on arrival and make
arrangements for unloading their
aircraft and picking up a backload,
if available, for the return trip.

The building of infrastructure, the
provision of navigational aids and
partial replacement of C-47s by
C-46s and C-545 in the last year of
the ‘"Hump's’ cperation were critical
to its success (Author’s Collection)




VICTORY 1944-46

he greater distances involved in the final SEAZCS of the conflict in

the Macific and CBI made the increasing numbers of longer-

ranged C-40/R5Cs and C-54/R5Ds (largely limited to ATC and
NATS) arriving in-theatre more important, but these were never
numerous cnough o totally supplant C-47 /R4 Ds.

High priority cargo moved by the latcer during this period included
hiEhl}" -:.‘:-:|‘.l||115["r'r_' flamethrower fuel For the ﬂghring 0 f‘~i.1jp-<1|:1, Peleliv and
other islands. In October 1944, when the Grear Typhoon interrupted the
unloading [JFhll]'.I]'.lliuh on Peleliu, the forces ashore were fed by an airlift.

Elscwhere, the forward fleet base established in Ulithi soon became a
terminal for TAG and NATS transports. Indeed, at the height of US
N::".-";.-' -:}pl':i'a'ljt':u'lh at Ulithd, six B4Ds would arnve from Guam every
morning with the Heet's mail, followed by more with its fresh food. TAG
moved its routes forward, turning chose in the rear areas over o NATS.

Air re-supply to frontline troops was also demonstrated to be vital even
when there was no jungle terrain to deal with, as on Iwo Jima. Marine
Corps R4Ds and R53Cs, as well as C-47s from the 9th TCS, made
airdrops o Marines on the island on 28 February, and these were

e first

tollowed by extensive air re-supply and casualty evacuation missions.
Some Marine E-:nrr.-.*i units had their mail aird rnppcd to them too. As soon
as the airfields were open on Iwo Jima, TAG transports acted as
pathtinders for fighter units, as well as carrying in supplies and personnel
for these Eroups. On Okinawa, C-47/R4Ds made airdrnpq o frondine

A crowed of Marine Corps personnel
and IS Mavy Seabees meet C-4T4
42-100793 on 24 October 1944, On
that day it became the first C-47 to
arrive at the airfiald at Ulithi, in the
Caroline Islands. This base was soon
being heavily utilised In support

of the Allied fleet in the western
Pacific, with innumerable C-47s,
R4Ds and RAF Dakotas {when the
Royal Mavy arrived for the Okinawa
campaign in early 1945) bringing in
personnel, pricrity supplies, rmail
and fresh food on inbound flights,
and then leaving with combat
casualties. This particular aircraft
was salvaged in June 1945 following
a landing accident

[Alatiomal Archives|

|'-""J:...|..| B ':.
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A Marine Corps R4D is loaded with
wounded in preparation for a
medical evacuation flight to Guam
from Miyamoto field, hwva Jima,

in Mareh 1945, Even after Marine
Corps transport (previously utility)
squadrons in the central Pacific had
largely re-equipped with the RSC,
the smaller R4D was preferred for
short-range medevas flights
because it was quicker to load and
unload from ambulances. This in
turn reduced the out-of-hospital
time for wounded being evacuated
up the chain |(MNational Archives|

Low altitude DDOT spraying missions
were flown by C-47s and Rd4Ds
followed the capture of hwo

Jima, Ground forces were highly
appreciative of these sorties, which
preventad the spread of diseasas.
The Sth TCS lost a C-47 and its crew
to ground fire on one of these
misslons {Nartional Archives|

troops, with their efforts supplemented by bomber units. And evacuation
C-47/R4Ds were usually the first aeroplanes into island airfields as they
became operational. Other missions included DI¥T spraying over
malarial arcas in the Mananas, lwo [ima and Okinawa.

While the fighting was in progress in Okinawa, air transport facilities
were set up to prepare for the invasion of Japan. With the campaign in the
Philippines campaign coming to an end in the early summer of 1945,
FEAF transports helped their forces deploy northwards. Planning for the
invasion of Japan, FEAF units were then moved to Okinawa so as to be
able to take part in the war's final offensive. The 11ch Aicborne Division
and troop carrier units were 1o be ready for a parachurte assault on an
as-required basis, these battle-hardened squadrons being bolstered by
additional transports and gliders brought in from the USA.

Following the capitulation of Japan, the 54th TCW planned and
implemenred Mission 75 — the airborne start of the Allied occupation.
Starting on 28 August, 15 C-54s and 30 C-47s flew fuel and control
parties into Atsugi airfield, near Tokyo. The main operation commenced
on 30 August, when 180 C-54s (mainly ATC), 272 C-46s and 100 C-475
airlitted 12,000 [rOas af the 11th Airborne and 1st {::-i]:"-"i.:llf_!r' Dhivisions to

Japan, and evacuated 7500 newly released PoW's over the course of the

E.i:l]ll.ﬂ'l-'i['lg W0 srge kh.

(C-47s soon became part of the
ﬂl,,'q_'LlFI;l_EiHI!L, with the 35th TCS
putting in place an improvised
domestic air schedule, with airline-
"iT:!r'i\'." Ti[l.l:h: th:l.[ EJH:IL'lﬂi[Tltd 1][':”1 [N
be the ‘Imperial Couriers’, In Korea,
C-47s also were used to Hy US forces

throughout the southern part of
the country.

In China, C-47s with OS5 tcams
crisscrossed the country liberaring
PoW's and waking the surrender of

Japanese garrisons. Most of the




USAAF transport force, including ATC aircraft pulled from the "Hump'
as Chinese ports re-opened, was committed to flying Chinese Nationalist
troops throughout the country to disarm Japanese forces, rescue Allied
prisoners and |¢-_=::p cities from the grasp of the Soviet Army — now
occupying Manchuria — or the Chinese Communists. The large-scale
commitment of transport aircraft was a crucial clement of US policy,
which was attempring to prevent a Chinese Civil War by stabilising the
MNationalist government.

Transpore aircraft played a vital role in China post-war, as they linked
up US forces in-country with the huge naval presence in the Pacific and
Marine Corps units in northern China (supported by Marine Corps and
Mavy transport aircraft). However, as U5 peace efforts failed and the
‘:_:I.-I[“L:-EC {._:h"]l 1"}:'r3|' Eﬁc;ﬂlﬂlfﬂj. [I'IL' [..l-:"l' IT!iiil’:!l'}r l:('ll.'l'l.l'l'lirl'l'li'l'”_' ﬁi}nrmi[ttd,
ending with the Marine Corps withdrawal from norchern China in 1949,
B}' then, C-475 had  alread ¥
helped win the first *baude’ of the
Caold War, in the Berlin airlift.

CONCLUSION

Transport aircraft played a key
part in the Allied L‘ictul}' :ig:l'm:;r a

determined enemy in the Pacific
and CBI. In the vanguard of chis
effort literally from start to finish
was the C-47/R4D, as there was
I |.Jt'|.'Ll_1r ;lifl:fﬂﬁ' iﬂ":!iiﬂhli‘. (X Fl{:r—
form this mission, especially in
1942-44, The use of C-46/R5C
and C-54/R5D combinations —
more advanced designs — were

., HI
A
more significant in the Pacific
-:H'Id. {:E‘[ I!h'.irl i.]l. 1“’]'|I'.'|' 'l.'.-':irt'il'nq' -

Y
L

E
L b

&
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theatres, especially in 1945, Yer
;L]thmlgi‘l |:trg¢.-:r aircraft had obwvi-

C-47B-25-10 43-43023 Traveler was
the personal aircraft of Maj Gen
Robert B McClure, Commanding
General, Chinese Combat
Coammand, Mot the least important
role of the C-47 throughout the
Pacific and CBl was providing
mability to flag officers, allowing
them to effectively operate over
large and geographically dispersed
areas, Considering the distances
involved, and the importance of
logistics in these theatres, the C-47s
were as vital to their users as the
Fieseler Storch was to German
panzer leadars in Europe. Here,
McClure congratulates a Chinese
general after the liberation of
Manning in July 1945

{Natlonal Arehives)

This is how many wartime C-47s
anded their frontline careers -
cannibalised for spare parts, with
this aircraft photographed at a base
in China. A considerable number of
LIS transports were turned over to
the Chinese MNationalists, and many
of these aircraft, along with
abandoned airframes such as this
ane (which was eventually returned
to airworthiness), ended up serving
into the 1960s (National Archives)
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Improvisation such as this became
commaonplace with the C-47. Here,
a USAAF aircraft shows how spare
wings could be flown under the
belly in order to repair a damaged
C-47 stuck at a forward airstrip,
Originally demonstrated by CNAC in
1947 lereating the famous ‘DC-21/x,
replacement wings waere
subseguently fitted in the field on a
number of occasions in the CBI and
Mew Guinea [National Archives)

In the end, the use of C-47 series
aircraft in the Pacific and CBI all
depended upon the numbears of
airframes that could be produced,
The goal of having 14 TCGs in the
ETO for D-Day dominated C-47
allocation until mid 1944, but after
that more aircraft became availabla
tor other theatres and lend-lease
|Author’s Collection)

ous advantages in range and capac-
ity, the C-47's ruggedness, reliabil-
iry, ability to sustain bartle damage,
ease of maintenance and repair, and
adaptability - all qualities thar often
do not show up in paper compar-

isons — made it invaluable. The reli-

ability of the C-47, and Jtl:;1hi|i1_1.' o
operate out of forward fields with a
minimal |:J-Hi:~.[in;.::l Iltmtprin[m made
it more uscful than aircraft thar
L'I-'Fllll.‘l generate more tons E:-|_'|'-|r1||;'
under optimal conditions,

Al |mu1|_r,h the C-47's early-1930s
airframe technology meant thar it
carried much weight in its structure that could otherwise have been
devoted o Cargo load, this st |'1_'||¥|||1 WS "IP|"'|'"'i'“"":| when overloaded
aircraft were dropped into short, rough forward airstrips or returned from
trontline airdrop missions perforated with bullets, The build quality of
the aircraft is why many Douglas twins are siill flying today when
advanced aircraft intended to replace them have largely become extinct.

The pattern for transport operations was set by decisive victories in
cach theatre where previously the Allies had experienced only defear.
successes in Buna, Guadalcanal and the ‘Admin Box' showed thar
ﬁ:_'_]uin:.', maodern war — with the .Id'.xlr'll:;'l};t':- in n'-.'hrmhu:_;j-,- and SUpport
that were the western Allies’ great strengths - in otherwise impossible
environments required air rransport.

.[.]IL' [ 942 F\-I."-.'l.' ‘.il.:irlL'.I L.II|'||'|.Ii.~L'I!| L‘Iq_';l'|'|1'|||:-.|_|;,||;|;r_| r|'|.-,- I\._'r|_'|_'-|]|_i;'|| .;:.f I_|i_r
re-supply to the forces in Burma, while Guadalcanal showed both the
cHlective use :rr'[:;1|:1:-|1ur1 arrcrafr in amphibious operations and the need
for a joint transport organisation for the Central Pacific. The ‘Admin
Box’, and the subsequent re-supply ot Imphal and Kohima meant thar the
need for logistics support could be provided by air, minimising
vulnerable lines of communications. The New Guinea and Burma
campaigns were made possible by air transport.

I'he "Hump' airlift was one of the
great  SIrategic air power  vicrories
of the war. It was expensive and in-
efficient - sea transport always moves
bulk better — bur irreplaceable ro the
LIS strategy of keeping China in the
war, | ransport  aircraf (predomi-
nantly C-47s) kept China supplied
and allowed it to funcrion as a base for
LIS air power. The publicity given 1o
ATC and the ‘I lump’ mission, over-
shadow ing the USAAF's contribution
in Burma, reflected Washington's
{unrealistic) perceprions of China's

strategic importance. Thar the airlift

'L*:'ll]d TRCRE QO !'n-l.]l.'ltTiI.:lF _Ji1|_1.|]1L'hL‘ |




strengeh on the ground docs not
detract from the magnitude of the
accomplishment.

The operational environment was
|'I“"'i1'ill: T|'|r{:uug]1|:‘rul r|:'|‘L' P-'I.I'_'JIHL' .:I['Hj
(Bl The long over-warter segments
throughout the south and central
Pacific, the storms of the Aleutians,
the Owen Stanleys, the "Hump',
;l_i'l,l:l t.l'l:f_'" HLI[‘I"'I{:S!‘;" j'l_il'ﬁg]r.‘-i.. i‘f:jl'.'.l-l. 'il'l
wartime conditions, claimed men
and aircraft. Bur by the end of the
war, 1S mi|imr:.-' transport aircraft
not only helped the Allies prevail,

but also cransformed the world
|;|:.-r irail hha'.-'.'mg intercontinental
ait links that post-war technology |
strengthened. ' ]

1'-:l:'l-l-lll.lf': fl'll: AITVCLINES l:'I'F [ | FE‘I':I 'ITI‘I':I"r'ElI E_'l}" 1T il'l 1']1"_" I'.ill:ii'.ﬂ_' l‘hL"ﬂl‘n:.l: Wikl
only a fraction of the larger bulk shipments thar arrived by sea, the
timeliness and directness of air delivery was irreplaceable. Airlift kepr US
air power at Henderson Field in 1942 when even US Navy destroyers
laden down with supplies could not get through. While tons of munitions
delivered o remote docksides were often primarily a logistics problem,
d .'i11'|:l”|:r AITICFLANT I'Jn?l'?E'H‘_'I'.l 1'r:|l'[:l tI"H.' ]LH r1-|_;|.li EI‘F Fl.'( H:'Ifli['ll.‘ ﬁghtir]g [T l]'l...:l.l
needed it on a just-in-time basis enabled Allied victories, and prevented
the logistic ‘tail” from devouring the combat ‘teeth’ in New Guinea, the
Philippines, Burma and island battles such as Iwo Jima and Okinawa.

While USAAF troop carrier units and cheir Marine Corps counterparts
deployed with a primary mission of pertorming parachute assaules, only a
handful of these missions actually ook place. Indeed, they were limired
in scale and peripheral in mission compared to those in Europe. Rather,
[l'l{".'jl:" '|_|.|'Ii|."'i i'-l:,'l lII'I{I T]'I.I:"I'I'I.ﬁ{‘.["u"l'.'ﬁ FIl”_'!r Comimit “.‘I:] tia H'-'l.l'l:'il:li Mt Im i.:'h.";“ M.

The USAAF lacked pre-war experience in, or doctrine for, casualey
evacuation, but soon developed grear proficiency. Air casualty evacuarion

In & sight repeated countless timeas
during World War 2, a C-47 has

its engine changed in the open
somewhere in the Pacific. In the
early stages of the conflict, when
C-4T units deployed by air and
operated for months in advance of
the arrival of their ground echelons,
such work stands ahd speclalised
equipment were rare, forcing
improvisation, C-47 reliability

and maintainability proved more
important than pure carrying
capability throughout the conflict

[ National Archives)

& flighterew from MATS unit VR-11
pose in front of their R4D-5 with
some of the locally recruited carga-
handling personnel at Funafuti, on
Ellis Island, in February 1945, In
more remote areas, the culture
shock of dealing for the first time
with large numbers of cutsiders
wha did not have to grow or hunt
their own food, but rather had it
arrive by asroplane, led to the
emergence of ‘cargo cults’ in the
decades following the war. Some of
thesa groups made models of what
wiare obviocusly C-475/R4Ds that
served as the subject of veneration
i lafional Archives)
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l](l‘[h 5.!"-'\'_"{] |i."r'|::"¢ :int[ l:h‘.l'nl:‘rnl:Tr.iTt‘:]
the commitment to fighting men
and civilian voters alike that every-
thing possible would be done o
save lives.

The Marine Corps was able wo
EE]'H\-".' L1 i[:'i lll'l.'iiilll.‘. I'.IT{"-'\T:I:T .a1lr [rans-
port experience, allowing irs R4Ds
(08 :'-.l.]fl-[:li.'l'l grmtnd ..l.!'ld ;l_iT L,'ﬂl'l'll_':li]'[
ﬁpt’t‘alintH .I]l i!l'!'lF]I]”.]i‘l:l!lh CallTe-
paigns throughour the Pacific. The
US Navy continued its focus on
ll'i{l]‘i!]‘l:lﬂ?i--'l.‘i u11:!]jlir1g Il:'l r'..'l.-'.'lrl:|-i‘.|:tht‘v[i
Heer and air operations — the air
counterpart of the massive flect train
[JL:". l;.'ll:l-\.'l.l.JJL"lj ."\-IJ:‘:-[:LEI:IL'CJ |:I..‘|.'|-'..'|.| UIJI_'I':L-
tions to an extent never seen before. Therefore, the two sea services used
their R4Ds in different, burt -::u'n.'rhpping. roles.

Most of the support of the ‘sharp end’ was carried our by USAAF
troop carrier and combar cargo squadrons (and their Marine Corps
counterparts), Unlike similar units in other theatres, they rarely operated
together within their controlling group. Units typically found themselves
at the end of logistical shoestrings, with liccle help but their own resources,
:r'|:| Iirm'.' |.|r"|.'l:']' 1 il'l 1< ||"Ii.':'.' rl.':'ﬁE'li:lll':lf‘ii.] nl:tgniﬁ &Cn T]!.' T rl'l'i.' riiﬁ-l";. il ]1i:||'l{!|

The division between the numbered air Forces and ATC was artificial,
and at rimes dangerously counterproductive. Bur given their different
origins, the priority of the "Hump’ mission once it was given to ATC, and
the need 1o keep open air routes in a global war in which theatre
commanders ra r::|:¢-' :1gr|:q-d 0N Priortes and direction, it was p roba H:.' the
best solution 1o a command problem thar still endures to dhis day.

The importance of organisations enabling joint and inter-Allied
cooperation also enabled effective C-47 use. For example, transport
;.'I.i]"i.ri.:lf-[ P‘f':.'-'l-'ﬂ.'d ".'.H.-‘I.I. L[4 a'!ll.”i.'.'ﬂj ."i!"l:"i.'i.ﬁl ':I‘FJ':.'T-'lf'iﬂ:l:ll.:'l I.'..'I[J-l.l:'l'i.]i[:'.'.. }Wn‘.'iding
airdrops and insertion and extraction of personnel in the Philippines,
Burma and China. And although no one nation or service carried our
these many tasks alone, they did, however, share a reliance on Douglas
twins, 1elling this story of US C-47 and R4 units sadly ignores the
RAF, RAAF, RCAF and RNFZAF Dakotas. CHNAC DC-3s or US
airliners that were also an integral part of ultimare victory in-thearre.

Sixty years after these events, C-47s still fly for a few air arms, whilse
li}[l']i'l:‘:- carn a “'ﬂng il [.H.ﬂ"?l"l- r'k"iﬂ:l'f :';1”.] r|:|l1.ail1 il'! IMSCLTT S, .III_H.:
*Gooney Bird' is not yet an endangered species, bur what has gone away is
the world in which it was designed and, hastly, sent to war. The
HL‘E:)FI'HI‘I:: ][!'-L'“:-"."-";i!':- never i]llt'['llj-l‘.'d L ;”U Lo wWiar, ]Jll! "|-'-.'|lt'['| Jlt lll:il!. it TROXE
only bear the enemy but transformed the world.

Those that built, lew and maintained the Doug

as aircraft are now also
ﬂ‘ldiri].; from the scene, and with them Erones the :-.ig!m‘ and sounds of what
was done, even though a handful of cheir aeroplanes still survive. All char
1.]1'.‘ FLIlurL‘ "-"!'“.I k.]'l.( W 0D I'.fl_lL']Tl 1% 'l.".-'l'l:!r fl'll::j-l' I'.Ifl Ve .'ll r;'.:i{l}' reco r{]‘:"d onec fl‘l‘::l"
have, like the long-ago hypoxic crew singing while lost among the peaks,
finally vamished into silence,

‘Back Stateside’ - Capt Frank Libuse
(holding the Papuan spaar), Capt
Genea Glotzbech, M5gt J W Gibbons
[cren chief] and TSgt William Boffa
(radio operator] got to take 41-7732
= the senior surviving C-47 in the
SWPA, having arrived in-theatre in
February 1942 — home to sell War
Bonds in August 1944, The aircraft
did a tour of plants bullding C-47s
in an effort to show the workers the
results of their labours, Glotzbech
was one of the 33rd TCS pilots
diverted to the Mew Caledonia-
Guadalcanal airlift In Detober-
November 1942 for a month of
intansive combat operations,

prior to flying on to Mew Guinea
[Mational Archives)

Also home from Mew Guinea, flight
nurse 1Lt Frances Armin was part
of 41-7732's "back end’ crew during
its stateside trip. & veteran with
mare than 400 howrs of ‘green ink’
combat flying in her logbook,
Armin had performed many medical
evacuation missions from New
Guinea, When touring the Douglas
plants, she would tell the ‘Rosie
the Riveters' in the audience

of the flights their work had made
possible (National Archives|




APPENDICES

C-47/R4D UNITS IN THE PACIFIC/CBI THEATRES OF OPERATION FROM DECEMBER 1941 TO 1946

Pacific Wing

Formed: 1/42 as Pacific Sactor (HO Hamaltan, Californéa), re-designatad
South Pacific Wing 7/42. Becomes Pacific Division (1343} (HO Hickam HIj,
with subondinatas West Coast Wing, South West Pacific Wing, Cantral
Facific Wing. Subordinated to ATC HO, Washington, DC

North Pacific Area
Formed: 5/42. Subordinated 1o Pacific Ooaan Areas

Alaska Wing

Formed: 1042 |becomes Alaska Division im 19430, wath HO Edmorrtan,
Alberta. Subordinated 1o ATC HO, Washington, OC

Eleventh Air Force

Fermed: 242 from Alaskan Air Force. Components nclude Eleventh
AFSCIP] |B-8/2], Elaventh AFSC [E/42-4E)

TCG (Provisional)
Formed: 1/43 Alaska

Subardinated to Eleventh AF (7/43-3/4). Components 42nd TS,
S TCS (7743-3744)
Base Elmendorf AK (7/43-3/44). Desbanded 3744, HO transfarmed to ATC

Squadrons — North Pacific
42nd TCS

Formed: 542 Alacka

Subordinated to: Eleventh AF {5-6,/42), Eleventh AFSC (P} [5-0,/42], Eleventh
AFEE (/42704030 TCG (F1(7,43-2/94)

Bases Elmendorf AK (S042-2/44), Lawson, G [3-9/449) Training 2-4,/44
Dishanded 4/94

54th TCS

Farmed: B/AF Hamilton, Califprmia

Suhordinated to B4th TCG (6/42), 3156h TOG (6100421, Faurth &F
(10-11/42], Eleyerith AFSC [11,42-7/43), TOG|F) {7/43-2/44), Elaventh AF
[2/44-41)

Bazes Bowman KY (6-8/43, Florenca SC (8-10,/42]. EBlmendor 4K (117,42
41| Used C-60s, re-squmpped with C-475 10/42. Usad 1 C-47C, ather
transports as well

Central Pacific Area (et command by Pacific Geean 2rea) @nd Central Pacific Wing

Formed: 1942 (Hickam HI|. Subordiate to Pacific Division AT, HO moves
ta Guam 1,45

Seventh Air Force irecesignated from Hawaiian AF 4/47)
Subardinated 1o Centeal Pacil Area (0045 7/45], FEAF (147 M5-and of wir)

Eighth Air Force

H maves to Okirawa. [7/45-and of war|

Central Pacific Combat Air Transport Service,

Squadrons — Central Pacific
4th TCS

Formad: 12440

Subordinated te Brd TCG (1/40-2044). Saventh AF [2544-7 /45|, \1 Air
Service Araa Cammand (7-12/45], AAF Middle Pacific {12/45-1,/46), Pacific
Air Carrenani (1,465, FEAF ASC {1,461, S4th TOW (1-2/486) 374th TCG
|2-5,/45], Sath TCW |5-10,/46). Dishanded 10,46

Bases Patierson OH (12240-5047), Brookhey AL (97975542, William Wi
[5-9/42|, Dodd T {8-11,/42], Stwtegan AR {11-12/42), Victondlle CA (12,/42-
1A%, Surmner MM C3-50430, Lawson GA [5-6/43), Grenada WS 05,/43-1/44),
Hickam HI (2/44-3/44], Abamama |3-8/M4|, Szipan |B/4-7/M4E], Guam
[F-1046). Received C-47/%53s 9542 [previousty used C-33535850s) Some
C-16z 6/44-96. Re-equipped with C-5ds 1946

19th TCS

Formed Hawail 1741

Subordimated tor Sevanth AF [1/41-3/44) [opesatianally under TAG from
30431, W Air Service Area Comanand [8-12,/45)

Beses. Hickam HI (1,/41-5/47), John Bodpars HI [G742-46). Farmed with
C-33s. 1942 receives impressed D0-3s, then C-533, C-47s, C-25/463 and 1B-
205/ C-A7=. Midway ra-supply 1542 Flew mazssions to south/central Pacifc,

Troop Carrier Group and Transport Aircraft
Group

Formed: early 1943 HawaiSamea as CENCATS. Elements re-designated
TAG 343 [CENCATS remainad operatianaly, TCG Mar-Gils farmed fram TAG
11/44 2o operate in Marshalts-Gilbarts area. Dishanded 3745 and routes taken
ovar by MATS. Joint commands with USAAF, USME and USH transparts

419th TCG
Formed 1,45 Guam. Mo organic aircraft, Operated detachments an Guam,
Saipan, Tinkan, Anguar and hwo Jima. Disbanded Guam 2/46

311th TCS

Formed: 11/43

Subordinated fo 349th TCG [11/43-1/84), 1 TOC{12/44- 27450 W1 Air
Serdce Area Command (2-7/45), Seventh AF {70451, ASF Middia Pacific
(7/45-9/45), Eighth AFSC (10,/45-2/46], S4th TOW [2-5/46}

Bases: Sadalia MO (11,/43-1/44), Alhance ME{1-3/44], Baar IM [1/45)],
Kahoka HE (2/45) Bellows HI [2-7/45), Okingwa [8/45-5/46). Dishands 5/46
Formed with C-475. Re-aquips and deploys with C-46s to Hawaii 245

316th TCS

Formed 12/43

Subordinated to: G151 TOW (12/43-2/44). 15t TCG (P (27941 W Air
Servnce Aren Commsand {11,/44-7/45), Seventh AF [7-9/45), Eighth AFSC
(1,/45-2/48) Bdth TCOW [2-3/46) Disbanded 3/46

Hazes Sedalia MO (12/43-1/44), Albance BN {1-3/4], Mackall G
(307490 Kahuku HI 0 44- 20455, Ballows HI [2-0/45), Okinaea (B/45-3/496)

Nota
AN Hi-baged USAAF, USMC and USN sguadrons had sircraft

forward i sooth (42-44) and central Pacific (44-46f
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South Pacific Area (zutardinated 10 Pecific Ocean fveas) and Southwest Pacific Area

ATC Southwest Pacific Wing

Formed 4/44. Took cwer routes o the Philippanes from Austradia,
M Guiness and the Solomans with formeation of FEAF

Far East Air Forces (Provisional)

Formed 5744

Subordinated fo. SWPA GHO

Componants: Fifth and Thirteenth AR {5/44-on], Seventh AF {7/45-an)

South Pacific Area Army Air Forces

Formed Suva, Fip

Subordingre tor SOPAC

Location Moume, Mew Caledons (7/42), Espirity Santo. Bapomes
Thireanth &F 131,43

Fifth Air Force

Formed Bashane, Australia, 3/9/42 from Southweest Pacific Area Ay Al
Forcas [formed 1,42, incorpoeating ariginal Phifippines-based Far Ezst Air
Forpe

Subordingted fo: SWPA [942-3044), FEARP]{2/44-44)

Thirteenth Air Force
Formedt Espiritu Santo 1301043 from South Pacife Area Army Bir Forces
Subordinate to; SOPAC [1/43-3544), FEAFIP} [5/04-4E)

South Pacific Combat Air Transport Service
Formed 11/47

Subordinate to: S0PAL. Joant USAAF-USME cperation [roughly 1-Z ratial.
Dighanded 1/45. Subordinates include MAG-25 |42-45), 13th TCS [42-43),
Z3nd TCS (et} (10-11/42), other USAAF assets attached throughout s
operations

Directorate of Air Transport

Jai USAAF/RAAE Sustralian civlMNetherlands military-cwdl air transport
organisatian

Formad Austradia 147

Group Level Units — SOPAC and SWPA

3rd ACG

Faraad: 504 Draw CA

Swhardinated 1o Fifth AF on daployment

Bases. Lakeland FL{5-E/34), Alachua FLB-10/29), Drew FL {10/42), Liyie
(12/44-1/45), Manpaldan, Luzon [1-4/45], Leoag, Luzon [4-8/45), ke Zhima
(8104451, Chitose. Japan (10/45-3/46) Inended to be spearhead of
praposed air invesion of kindenao with Chindit-type operstians but instead
integrated inio FEAF

2nd CCG

Formed 4,44 with C-47s

Sulavaimated toc Sath TCW [11/43-25]

Basas Syracuse NY (5-10/544), Baar IM (10/44], Bizk, Maw Guinea |11,/44-
/45 Leyte (5/45-8/450 Dkinawa [8-9/45), Yokata, Japan (9/45-1/46) then
disbanded. Deplayed 10/44 sguipped with C-4Bs, recaived soma C-473

317th TCG

Formed, /42

Subordinated to Frith AF (1,431, DAT {1-3/43), B4th TOW (3043-5046)
Bases Duncan TX{2/4F-9/42), Bowmsan Y (9-10032], Maxoon KC
111-12742) Garbatt, Awstralia {1431, Daployad from LS 1743 with 52 C-47s.
Fort Moreshy, Meaw Gusnea [1-2/43], Garbum, Australia {exchanged aincraft
wilh AT4th TCG| (3-9/43), re-equipped with new C-275 (97433, New Guinea
{5/43-11/84), Prilippines [11/44-5/48). Received some C-46s in 1944,
Partially ra-aquippad with C-465 5/45_ Ra-aguipped with C-545 1947

Components 21 & 37 TCS{1-11042), Geh TCS §10-11,40), 374th TOG
{11,042-143) 31 Tth TCG {1,43-3/3). Othar LS TCSs on tamporary
atacheent Distanced 100494 U5 companents become 52981h TEW

54th TCW

Farmed: 243 Brisbane, Ausiralia

Subordmated to Fifth AF (13/3,/43-31/5/46)

Bases: Brishana [2-5,/43), Port Marasby [5,43-0,440) Nadzab (1B/4,44-
10742}, Biak {51 0/44-2,/451, Leyte (14/3/45-6/45). Clark Fied [6/45-9/45),
Tachikawa. Japan (3/45-1/MB], Manila |1-5,/48)

322nd TCW

Farmad from 5298th TCW Hollandia 12/44
Subordinated to FEAF |to end of war|

Companents 374 105

Bases Hollandia [12/44-7/45), Manila [7,/45-2/46]. Disbandad

5298th TCW(P)

Formea Australia 10749 from LS elements of DAT. Subardinatad 1o
FEARFL. Redasignated 322nd TOW 12/44

Gomponents J2nd TCS (10-120/440, 33 TCS (10-12/44], 8th CCS
[11-12144]

Bases Brishane (10-11/44), Port Maoreshy (17744), Hollandsa [ 12744}

First Air Task Force

Formed as temporany HO, Port Maresby. Subordinated 1o Fifth Ar Force.
Contralled foer TCS mad-43

Second Air Task Force
Formed as temporany HIL Madzab. Subordinated to Fifth Air Farca,
Contrplled several TGS autumn 1943-2arly 1944

374th TCG

Formed Australia 17082 to command four aleacy-deploved TCS [Gih, 215t
22, 33ed]

Swbordinated fo. DAT [17/42-3/43, 5/43-3/44), Fifth AF [3-5/43), 5dth TCW
(10/44], 5288th TCWIR) [10-12/44), 322nd TOW [12/44-5/48)

Bagses Boshane, Austradia (11-12/42), Port Moreshy, Mew Guinea [12/42-
10431, Garbutt-Townsyille, Australia (100/43-9/94), Nadah, Mew Gunea
19/44- 10744, Biak, New Guinea [10y24-5/451, Mielson, Luzon [5/45-5,/456)
Partially re-equippad with C-455 %45 Disbandad 5/45. Half of 33d TC3
weas detaaned in New Caledonia 10-11/42 and committed to Guadalzanal
airlift b=fiora flying on to Australia. Used ofd transparts (incloding DC-20375,
-39, C-50/53z) and a fow raplatament C-47s undil it became C-47-equipped
thnaugh exchanga of aircraft with 317th TCG 3043

375th TCG

Formed 11,47

Subprdinated fo: Sth TCW (774346

Bases Bowman KY [11/42-1/43), Sedalia M0 [1-5/43], Lautinburg MG
{56431, Baer IN {6431, Brisbane, Australia [T/43], Part Momastoy, Mewe
Guinea [7-8/43), Dobodura, New Guinea i8-12/431, Part Morasty, Mew
Guinea |12/43-4/44), Nadeab, New Guinea [4-3744), Sando Biak, Nenw
Guinea [9/44-2/45), San Jose, Mindoro {2-5/45), Porac Luzon [S-0/45),
(eirrwa [8-9745), Tachicrws, Japan |9/95-3/6] then disbande. Equapped
with C-475, but ea at least ona B-17 per TCS as transparts. Partially
re-gouipped with C-465 in 1944-35 {recemed first in 12/44)




403rd TCG

Formed 12047

Suberdingted fo; SCAT/ Thirtaenth &F (7/43-5045) Movad to 5P 7-8/43,
acquiring 13th TGS, ransfering 63rd, G5th and B6th TC3s to first 5dih TOW,
then 433rd TCG. Disbandad 1046

Hazes Bawman KY [12/32), alliarce MB 12042-543), Pope NC (5-6/43),
Baer [N (B-7/14), Espiritu Santa [7-8/44], Los Magros ([3-10/34), Bisk (10/44-
Gr4a), Lete [B/a5-1046), Clark §1-606], Manala [6-1004961 Orky Thiresnth AF
TCG. Adter formation of FEAF, centrally tasked by that HO alongsida Fifth AF
inats, Airciaft detached to SCAT sperational contral

Squadrons — SOPAC and SWPA

5th CCS

Formed 9744

subordingrad fo; nd CCG (5M4-146]

Bases Syraciise NY 510044, Baer (M (10,94, Biak (11,/44-55], Dulag,
Leryte |5-8/45], Qkingwa (B-8M5], Yokota, Japan |945-1,46]. Formad with
C-47=, Deployed with C-362

6th CCS

Fformed 5744

Subardinated fa: Ind LG {5/44-1/46)

Basas Syracusa NY [5-10/44), Baer 1M {10/44], Biak {11,/44-3/45], Samar
(345}, Dulag, Leyte [3-9/43), Qkinawa [B-9/45], Yokota, Japan |9/45-1,/46|
Formed with C-47=. Deployed with C-46s

7th CCS

Formed 5744

Sulbardinated to Ind CCG (5-1/96)

Bazas Byracusa NY 510744, Baer IN (10/44], Biak, Mew Guines [11,44-
3745}, Dulay, Levie [3-8/45], Okinaw (B-5/45), Yokota, Japan {9/95-1,96].
Fomed with C-47s Deploged with C-d6s

8th CCS

Farmed. 544

Subordingted fo 2nd CCG (5-11/44), 52%3th TCWIR (11-12044), 2nd DOG
(12734145

Basas Syracusa NY |5-10/44), Baer [N {10/44), Firschhaten, Mew Guinag
(11/44-1745], Biak, Mew Guirea (1/45-3/45), Dulag. Layte |3:-8/45], Okinawa
(A-9/45), Yakoda, Jepan {34516 Daploved with C-46s, usad some [-47s
in 1945

Gth TCS

Fformed Qlmstead PA 10,38

Subarainatad tor 671 TOG [9047-3742), 1151k TCG {3-6,/47],

Gard TCG (8-9,/42), Fifth AF [10/42-12/42), 374th TCG (12/42-5/45|

Bages: Williams W1 12/41-3/42), Dodd TX {943, Ward Figld, Port
Poresby, Mew Guiraa (10/43), Garbutt Field, Australia (10043-8/44],
Madzab, Maw Guinea [B-107/44), Biak, New Gusnea {10/44-3/43), Tacloban,
Leyte (3/45-1,ME], Niglsan, Luznon | 1-5/46]. Fomed with six C-33,3%s,
received six [-5335 11741, re-equipped with 13 C-473 9542, First 0 deploy
1o SWPA equipped with C-47s, arrived Australia 1042

13th TCS

Formedt 1240

Suhordinated tor 6151 TOS 12/40-10/42), USASF 5PA Thirteenth AF
[10-12/42), SCAT [12/42-7/44] {administratialy urder Thirteenth AF 1o
T/43|, Thirteenth AF Sarvica Command {7-8/43), 403rd TCG (9,/43-10,4E]
Bagas; Patterson OH {12/40-7,47], Drew FL (7/41-5/42), Pope NC [5-8/42),
Lockbaurne OH (9-9/42), Planes des Gaiecs, New Caledonia [10-12/42),
Tantouta, New Caledonia (12/42-11,/43), Espiritu Santa [11743-8/44) Los
Megros [8-9/445 Biak, New Guinea (5/49). Wakda, Mew Guinga {10/44],
Biak, Mew Guinea (10/44-7,545], Dulag, Leyte (7/45-1,46) Clark, Liszon
[1-6/46), Michoks. Lugmon |6-10/38)

433rd TCG

Farmed 2/43

Subardingted to: Fifth AF (3-9,/43), Sdth TCW (10/43-1,46]

Bages Florence SCI2-6a31, Baer IN (8/43], mowed to Pacific 511,43,
Port Maarashy, Mew Guinea [8/43-10/44), Biak, Maw Guinga | 10,44-1,45],
Tarawan, Leyie {1-545], Clark, Luzon |5-3/45], Tachiawa, Japan |9/95-
1746 then dishanded, C-47 equipped, but with a fess B-17 transpors, Flew
C-465 starting i lata 1994, Tradned in glider—towing pre-deployment

21st TCS

Farmed 4747 in Australa

Suhardinated DAT [2/42-11/42], 37dth TCG (11,/42-1,/46]

Basas Emandan, Australa [3-10092). Garbutt, dustralia (10/42-1,/43),

Part Moreshy, Newe Guinega {1/23- 107430 Gasbutt, Austradia (10/43-6/44),
Firhihalen, Mews Guenea [B94-8/45), Mmlsen, Luzan (87451480 Farmed
with B-18e, DC-2/7 ax-KMILM KLY, -39, C-49s, C-53s, C-60=, B-170s,
LB-30 First C-475 arrregd 4542 Re-equipped with 0475 343 Re-aguipped
with C-46z §-7/1845

ZZ2nd TCS

[Suberdination/aircrall same as 215t TC3)

Gasas Mrcharfield, Australia (2742-2/43), Jackson Field, Port Moreshy,
P Guines (25431043}, Archerfield, Sustralia {10/43-8/449), Nadzab,
Mews Guinaz (BA44-10/44}, Biak, News Guinea {10/44-2/45), Atsugi, Japan
[9-12/45), Manita [12/25-1,/46]

33rd TCS

Formad: Z/MZ

Suboratmated to 3161k TCG |2092.9042], 370h TCE {17,542 2745

Beses Dimstead PA [2-9742), Florenca SC [8-9/42), Ded Ta New Celadonis
[missicns to Guadalcanal] {10-11,420, Cairres, Australia [11-12/92], Brisbare,
Australia (12MZ], Ward Field, Port Maresby, Maw Guinea [12/42-10/3],
Townseille, Austrabia [1043-4/94), Part Morasty, Mess Guinea (4,44-10,44],
Hallandia, Mewr Guanea {10/44-9/48), Nietson, Luzon {4,45-246|, then
dshanded. Receved fost aeraplane {C-531 642, re-equipped wath C-475
|dapdoyad wath 13, re-equipped with C-46z 1545, 10-11,42 six C475 en
route to Australia, det 1o Mew Caladania

39th TCS

Formad: 2437

Subordinated toc 31 Th TCG (2092549

Bases Duncan TE (2-6/42). Bawman KY (6-10042), Lawsan G4 (10-12/92|,
Maxton M (1202, Garbutt, Australia |1-10/43), Port Moreaby, Naw Guinea
[10/43-4544) Finschhefan, Mow Guinga (45449, Cyclops, Hollandia, Hew
Guinaa [4-11,/94), Leyte [11,44-3045), Clark, Luzon [3-8/45], Kadena,
Chinawa (445100961 Driginally equepped with 13 C-475, tack avar oldar
aircraft im Australia. Re-equipped with C-475 in 1943 and C-465 in 1946

40th TCS

Formad 2/47

Subordinated fo: 317th TOG (2/42-B/45)

Hages: Duncan T [2-6/42). Bowman KY 1G-10¢32), Lawson GA (1012742,
hazban MC (1242, Garbutt, Australia (1-10/43), Port Marashy, New Guinea
{1043-9744), Feschhafen, Mew Guines |4544), Hollandia, New Guines
{4-11544, Levte {11/44-3745), Clark, Luzan (3-B/45), Kadana, Dkinawa
{E-10/45), Osaka. Jagan {10/45-1/44), Tachikawa, Japan [1-10/961L
Originally equipped with G-47s, tapk cver alder sircradt in Australia,
Re-equipgped with G-475 = 1943 ard C-465 in 194596

415t TCS

Formed 27432

Subprdingred 3100 TEG (2042-6,/25]

Bages Duncan TX |2-46/42), Bowman KY |6-10/42), Lawson GA [10-12/42),
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Maston MC [12/42), Garbutt, Austradia (1-10/42), Port Borestry, New Guinga
10/93-4/94], Firgehihafen, Mew Guinea (4/44), Cyclaps, Hollandia, New
Guinea [4-11,/44), Leyte {11,/44-3/45), Clark, Luzon [3-8545), Kadena,
Dkirawea {81045}, Kimpo, Korea (10/45-1/46], Seaul. Korea (1-6/46)
Equippad with new C-17s ariginally. Took over alder aircraft an armeal in
Augtralia, Ae-equipped with C-475 in 1943 and with C-455 in 1946

46th TCS

Formed 247

Subprdingted fo: 317th TCG [2/42-8740)

Based: Duncan T (2-6/42), Bowman KY [8-10042], Lawsan GA {10-12/42)
hlaxton MG (1242, Garburet, dustralia (1-10743], Part Morashy, New Guinea
[10743-4/44|, Finzchhaten, Mew Guanea [4-7/44|, Hallandia, Kew Guinea
[T-11/44], Lesyte (17,/44-3,/45], Clark. Lupon [3-8/43), Kadena, Okinawa
|E-10/45], Seaul, Korea {10/45-1/44), Tachikawa, Japan [1-486/46). Eguippad
with ness C-47s ariginally. Took cver alder aircraft on arrival in Australia
Re-equipped with C-475 in 19493 and with C-46s in 1946

55th TCS

Formed 11,47

Subordinated o 37hth TCG (11,492.3/96]

Bages: Bowman KY |11/42-1/43), Sedalia M [1/43-5/43), Lautirourg-
Maxtan NC (5-6/43), Baer 1N (543, Port Moresby, New Guinea (7-8/43)
Dabodurs, Mew Guinea [8-12,/43), Port Moresty, Mew Guinaa (1243-4,/44),
Pladzab, MNew Guinaa (4-10/94), Biak, Mew Guirsaa (10/94-2/45], San
farcalling, Luzon {2-5/45], Parac, Luzon {B-Br45], Kadera, Okingwa
[8-9,/45(, Tachikawa, Japan (353046 then disbanded, Used C-475 in
1932-44 |plus 1+ B-17 transports 1343-45) Re-eouipped with C-46 in
199445 and C-475 10,45

56th TCS

formad 1142

Subordinated te 361 TCG {11,/92-3/46)

Bases: Bowman KY (11,43-1,43), Sedalia MO (1/43-543), Lavtinhwg-
Paxton W {5-6/a3), Baer IN [693], Port Moresby Mew Guinea (F-8431L
Opbadua, Mew Guinaa (3-12,043), Part Morasty, Mew Guinea (12/43-4/44],
Madrab, Mew Guinea (4-10/44), Biak, Mew Guinea {10,44-2/45), San Jose,
Blindorn (2/45-5/45), Porac, Luzon [5-8/45), Kadena, Okinawa 13-9/45,
Tachikawa, Japan {995-3/96) then disharded, Lisad C-47s in 1542-25 (phus
1+ B-17 transports 1943-45). Ra-aguippad with C-465 in 1994-48

57th TCS

Farmed 11742

Subardinated to 375th TCG | 11/42-3/48)

Hazas Bosmnan KY (1142-1/43), Sedalia 80 {1043-5/23], Lautinbung-
Maxion NC |5-6/43], Baar IN [5/43), Port Morashy, New Guinea |7-8,/43],
Dobodura, Mew Guines (B-12,/43), Port Maorashy, Mew Guinga [12,43-9,441),
Madzab, Mew Guinea [4-9/94], Biak, Mew Guinga (3/44-2/45], San Jos,
Mindcern {2/ 45-5045], Porae, Luzan (5-8/45), Kadena, Dkinawa [8-9,45)
Tachikawa, Japan 19/45-3/46} then disbanded. Used C-475 194245 [plus 14
B-17 transports 1943-35]. Re-equipped with C-46s in 1944-46

58th TCS

Formed 11,47

Svbordingrad ro. 375cth TOG (11 /42-3ME)

Baspd Boraman Y (11,42-1/43], Sedala MO (1 243-543], Lautinbieg-
haxtan MC [5-6/43), Eaer IN (5/43). Fort Moresty, Mew Guinea [7-3/44),
Datidira, Mew Guinea [B-12743), Port Moresky, Mew Guines [127/43-0744),
Nadzab, Mew Guinea [4-9,/44), Biak, Mew Guinga |5/4-3/45], San Josa,
Mindara [345-5,45), Porac, Luzon (5851, Kadersa, Okinawa (0-50451,
Tachikawa, Japan (9,/45-3/46) then disbandad. Used C-475 1942-45 (pluz 1+
B-17 trarsports 1543-45), Ae-equipped with C-465 in 1544-46

63rd TCS

Formad: 12,42
Subordinated toc 4030 TCG (12/42-5/46]

Bases: Bowman EY (120421, Allianca MB [12/42-5,43), Pope MC (5/43-6,43).

Basar IM [6-7/43], Tortouta, Mew Caledonia (3543}, Espirit Santo (§/43-
B/d4|, Los Megros [3-10,44], Biak, Maw Guinea | 10/44), Wakda, Mew Guinea
(107441 Noemfoos, Rew Guinea (1074450450, Dulag, Leyte (5/45-1/46)
Corvertad 1o C-46s 7-9,45

64th TCS

Farmaed: 12742

Suhardinated tor A0Gd TCG 12742 -0746)

Basas. Bowman KY (12/42], Alliance NE (12/42.5/43|, Popa NC [5-6/43),
Baar IM (5-7/43), Tontouta, Maw Caledonia (8/43), Espintu Sarta [B-11,43),
Guadabcanal {11,/43-9/44), Bsak, Mews Guinea (593-70,44), Wakde, Mew
Guinea {1 0044], Moamfoor, News Guinaa (10044-1,45), Biak, Mewr Guinga
(1-7/45) Dulag. Layte [7/45-1,/46} Clark, Luzan (1-5/46) then disbanded
Equipped with C-475, re-equipped with C-36s mid-1945

65th TCS

Formed 12742

Subarainated for A0 TOG [12042-5043), Sdth TCW (Br43-1043),

433rd TCG {10/43-2/45), 403 TCG |2/95-5/46)

Basag Bawman KY 12742}, Alliance NEB{12/42-5/43}, Popa MC (5/43-B/43),
Baer 1M (6-7/43). Post Moreshy, Miw Guinea [7-9/43), Tsili Tsili, Mew
Guinga |3-10/43), Port Maoreshy, Neaw Guinea |11,/43-10/44), Biak, Mew
Guinea |10/44-1/45), Hill, Mindara [1-2/45), Moratai [2-7/43), Dulag, Leyte
(7/45-1/4B), Clark, Luzon {1-5/E) then dishanded. Equipped with C-47s,
re-aquippad with C-465 starting 6/45

G6th TCS

Formed: 1347

Subordinated ta: 403rd TCG (12,/42-7003], Fifth AF (7-9/43), Bath TOW
19311743, 43%d TOG {1 1,/43-2045), 403nd TCG |2,005.5/46]

Bazes Bawman KY [12042), Alkiance MNB 12/42-5023), Pope NG (5/43-6/43),
Baer IM{E-7/43], Part Moreshy, New Guinaa (7-8/43), Madeab, New Guinga
{9003 5004], Tadjs, Mew Guiraa (5-6744), Naczab, Mew Guinea

{611,744, Baak, News Guinaa (17441545, Hill, Mangona |1-2/45}, Dukag,
Leyte (2045, Morotai |2-8/45], Dulag, Leyte (BA5-5ME] then disharded.
Equipped with C-475, recaived C-485 mid-1945

67th TCS

Formed: 2/43

Subordinated to: 433rd TCG (2/43-1/46]

Baszes: Florenea 5C [2-3/43), Sedalia M0 {3-6/3], Lautinbung-Maxtan NC
[B-B703), Baar 1M [8743), Part hMoresby, Mew Guinea [8-11/43), Madzab, Mew
Guirsaa (11,437,094, Hollandia, Mew Guinea {7-10/44), Biak, Mew Guinea
[10/44-1/45), Tanawan, Leyte [1-6/45], Clark, Luzan [6-8/45), ko Jima (B
845, le Shima (9745}, Tachikawa, Japan [9/45-1/44), then disbandad.
Formwed and deployed with C-475, re-gguipped with C-465 1944

68th TCS

Farmad: 2043

Subordinated te £33 TG {24316

Beses. Florence 30 (2-3/43), Sadalia MO [3-6/431, Lautinburg-Maxtan KE
[G-8543}, Baer IM (843, Port Maresty, New Guines |9-12/43). Maczab, MNesw
Guinas (1-10/44] |dat ta Tadji, Mew Guinaa 5-6/44), Biak, New Guinea
[11,/40-2045] ddet 1o Madzab, Mew Guinea 11,44-1/45], Tanauan, Leyie
(26,45}, Clark, Lunan [8-8/45), o Jima (B/45) e Shima (9745), Tachicnwa,
Japan [9445-1,/46), then disbandead. Farmed and deployed with C-17s,
re-equipped with C-a6s in 1944

69th TCS

Farmed. 2/43

Subordinated to 433rd TCIG [2/43-1/46]

Bases. Flarence 50 (2-3/43), Sedalia MO [3-6/43), Lautinburg-Raxton NC
[6-8;/43), Baer IM (8431, Port Moresby, New Guinga (3/43-1/44), Nadzab,
Mew Gusinga |1,/44-1,/45), Biak, Mew Guirea (1,/45), Tanawan, Leyba |1/45-
6/45), Clark, Luron 15-8/45), ho Jirma (3-8/45). le Shima [3/43), Tachikawa,
Japan (3745-1,/46]) then disbanded. Farmed and deployed with C-47s. Ra-
aguippad with C-465 1994




70th TCS

Formed 243

Subovdimated fo £330d TOG (2/43-1/46)

Based Flarence SC{2-3/43], Sedalia MO (3-6/43), Lautinburg-Maxton NC 8-
BA43h Baer IN (843, Townsville, Australia (9,431, Port Moresty, Mew Guinea
[3-10043), Nadeab, Mew Guinea {10/43-7/44), Hollandia, Mew Guinea [7-
10/44), Biak, News Guinea (10y44-2,45), Dulag, Leyta |2-4/45], Tar=uan, Leyta
[d-E/45), Clark, Luzon [5/45-E/45], lwo Jims (8/45], e Shira 9/45], Tachikawa,
Japan (3,951 428}, then disbandad. Formed and daployed with CT-47s, re-
ecpuipped with C-d6z in 1944

318th TCS

Formipd: B4

Subardinated for Jrd ARG {5M4-3/96) [administratvely, operationally under
Baih TCAY ar FEAF)

Basad Mackall NG {5-8/44], Donnelion FL [8-9/24), Mackadl NC (994, Baer IN
510044}, Naceab, New Gumea [10,/44-1/45), Leyte (1,451 Mangaldan, Luron
{1-4/45), Lanag, Luzon [4-Br45), le Shima (8-9045), Atsugs, Japan (9-10/45],
Chitose, Japan |10/95-3546] then dishanded

2nd ERS
Subordinated to: Fiith AF [7/84-6/45], Thirtaenth AF [6-2°45), Dperated in
sall detachmers, Had a few C-47s among othar types

3rd ERS
Subordingted to: Fifth AF [B-8045) Operated in small detachmants in iha
Philippines, Lised a few C-47s along with other types

Gth ERS
Suhordinated to: Fifth AF. Oparated from le Shima and Dkinawa 7-8/45
Some G473

Combat Replacement Training Center
Madiab (4945 Ulssd C-4Ts to frain incoming replacement cravws

US Navy and Marine Corps

LIE Nawy and Marine Comps transpon and utility squsadrons wase primarily
admumstrative rabar than tactical headguartars. Headguarters were in an
area suitable for base maintenance, and R4Ds would be detached fos
serice 0 lorward araas, saghy ar ingroups, for substantial periods, NATS
units wara considerahly langer than Marine Corps o USAAF squadrons

Naval Air Transport Service

Pacific Wing formed 10042 and reprganised subordinate 10 Command, Air
Transpart Squadrans, West Cosst 2043 West Coast Wing formed 3043 and
subardinate 1o Command, Air Transpan Squadrans, West Coast formed
2/43] and dishanded 345 Asiate Wing larmed B/45

US Navy Squadrons — NATS

VR-2
Formed, Alameda A 12412441, Responsible for abl Pacrfic MATS opera-
tiore. Farward B0 Paarl Harbor 9/42. Becomes all-flying-boat unit 343

VR-3

Formed: Oiathe K3 12/13/41, origmatly for operations in US, later mcluded
flights 10 Pacitic

VR-4
Formed Dakland 3/43. Took over landplanes from VB-2. Respansible for
Pacific MATS landplane aperations.

VR-5
Formed MAS Sand Print Beattle 245543 from WE-2 1o kandle all services
1o and m Alaska

VR-6
Formed. MAS Miami 1343, Daployed to Samar with B40s, other types, 7/45

VR-11

Formedt Oakland /43, Moved 1o Homohulu 12/43. Becamae kangest unit in
U5 armed fancas weith 700-1000 aircrew. WJ-Day had ten BA0s (plus 90
Ra0s)

VR-13
Formed: Oaklznd 6,44, Moved to Los Negras, Manus [zland 4,45

Note
Al landplane urits used R40s with smaller numbers of RS0, RSC, RY,
RS0 Lodestar and other transports. Services in S0PALC and SAPA

VRE-1
Formed, from WR-11 in Honoluby 13944 Guam 1944 Main aguipmant AS0s
ntarcantinental medical evacuation specialists

US Navy Squadrons - Others

VRF-3
Formed. 1943 NAS Terminal Island CA, Delivened R40s warldwide as part
of Mavy Farry Commared, which transferred to MATS as Ferry Wing [12/43]

VRJ-1
Based Hawaii. Incladed & few R40s, including VIP transpects, Transfored to
MATS in 1545

VH-2, 3,5 and 6

Formed 1944, BADs removed 12044, Sarved P.-an:ifi::

VE-1
Forrmed 12744 from A40s from VH-1 and fiing-boats fram YH-2. Served in
Pacsfuz. Based Guam in 1540-45. Used for casualty evacuation

VE-2
Formed 12044 wath RA0s froen VH-304. Served in Pacific. Based Guam
1842445, Used for casualty ewacuation

VE-3
Farmed 12744 with R4035 from VH-5/6. Served m Pacific. Usad for casualty
evacuatsan

Marine Corps Air Groups

MAG-15

Formedt 3742

Subordinated to- TAG 4/44-10/44], ATG (10/44], TCS Mar-Gils
(11/44-3/45], TAG (3545 545)

Bases San Diego [3/42-3/44) [raming), Apamama (4/44). Kwajalein
[4/44-3/45), Ewa HI {3/45-9/45|

MAG-21

Formed. Bwa HI 8/41

Bazes Daployed 2/47 o Russalls (2/43-11,/43], Efate {171,/43-6/44], Orote,
Guarm [B/44-12/44). Agana, Guam [12/44-8,/45)

MAG-25

Formed: §/42

Subordimated tor SCAT (11,/42-2/45)

Bases. San Diego (6-B/42), Bam HI (8-9/42), New Caledonia (9/42-7/44),
Bougasville (7/44-8/45), Dianawa (50250 Tsingtao, China [ 10/45-1947)
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Marine Corps Squadrons
VMJ/R-152

Formed: from Y1 Duantico VA (7/41). Be-aguippad with Ra0 mad-1542

Deployed 10/42

Svbordinated to. MAG-15{12/41-10/421, MAG-Z5 (10/42-10,/45|
Bazes San Diego [125471-100471, New Caledonia {10/42-8/44),
Redesignated 644, Bougaimville {B/44- 10,45 [missions in 154445 to
Fhilippines and Okinawal

VMJ/R-153

Formed: 3an Diego 3/41-2/43. Deployad 3/43 o Mew Caledonia
Subordingfad fo MAG-75 [3/43-8/45]

Bases: Bougainille [5/44-10045], Tsingtan, Chena (10/45-43). Partially
re-gquipped with AS0s, Last Marine Cofpe air it ut of Morth China 1/4%

VMJ/R-252

Formedt from VIWL-2 Ewia HI 7741 with R30s. bidwiry re-supply
Subordingred fo: MAG-21 [12/41-8/42). Hewaaii commands (B/42-3744),
FlAE-14 [4/44-4795), MAG-21 [4/45)

Gases Kwajalein (3544}, Marshalls (944), Guam (445} Ra-equipped with
A40s mid-1842. Re-equipped with ASCs 1943 1w mid-1944

VMJ/R-253

Formad San Diego 2042

Subprdinated to: MAG-Z5 (9/42-6,44), TAG [B-10v44) MAG-21
(107448745}

Bases. Ewa HI [3/42], Mew Caledonsa (3/32-8/44) [aperatng throughout
Solomans), Apanama (8/44), Terews (3/44), Guam {10,/44-8/45).
Fe-equipped with RECs 3045

US Coast Guard

FaDls ueed by S8R detachments 31 Port Angedes W, San Francison CA,
ather bazas [1944 onwerds)

India-China-Burma theatre /divided intc China and India-

Burma Seclors TM4T, theafres 1044-345)
India-China Wing ATC

Formed: 12742 fram Indian Sectar {formad 1/42). Bacomas India-Chna
Diigion 1243
Subordinates. Assam Wing, India Wing, Bengal Wing, China Wing

1st FG

Formed 3742, Depboyed 1o India 3742 with 3rd, Bth, and 13th Ferrying
Squadron (ATC)

Subprdingted fo. Tenth Air Forces [4-12/42] a5 Assam Burma Ching Farny
Command. Incorporatad n ICW 1242

Bases Pope NC (342}, Charlesion 5C |3/47], Keeachi (4-7/42}, Dingan
[7-12/42}. Disbended as ATC reorganised {12/43). Equipped with C-475
[1+ ex-RAF) and [-48/50/53s.

22nd FG/TG (ATC)

Formad: 2/43. Hedesignated 7/43

Subordinated ra; ICW

Beses: Chabua, India [2-4/43), Jorhat, India (4,/43-12/43). Diskanded
12043

28th TG (ATC)

Formad B3

Suharainated to ICW

Basad Terpur, Indsa |6/43-12/43) Dishanded 12,43

VMR-352

Formed 4/43 Cherny Point NG

Svbordinated for MAG-15 [3-9/45)

Bages John Rogers HI fmid-1944 to 1945, Guam [1945], Converted to REC
k-1 544

VMR-353
Formed 3743
Subordinated to: MAG-15. Ra-apuippad with B3Cs in 1544

VMR-952
Formed 643
Subardinated for TAG {1944-45). Used RiCs

VMR-953
Formed. 7/34
Subordinated to: MAG-15 (3-8/45). Used ASCs

AES-45
Formed Morth tsland CA 1943, Missions included ferrying LIAMC transparts
to Pacific

29th TG (ATC)

Formed 6/43

Subordinared ro ICW

Based Sookerating, Indr {5/43-12/43) Disbanded 12/43

30th TG (ATC)

Formed /43

Subordinated to ICW

Based: Mohanbari, India [5/43-12/431 Dishanded 12/43

3rd FS

Subordmated tr 151 Ferrying Group (4-1547]

Bases Pope NC (3/42), Charleston 3C [3/42) and Karachi (3-5/47], New
Malir Cantt, Chatbua {7-12/43), India, Dishanded 2= ATC rearganized

Gth FS

Subordinated toc 15t Femying Group (4-1242)

Bases Pope NC (30431, Chardeston SC [3/42), Karachi, India (4-7/42],
Chabua, India {7-12/43). Disbandad as ATC reorganised

13th F3

Suborginated tor 15t Fermying Group (4-12/d2)

Basas. Pape NC {3/4Z], Charlaston 3C(3/42), Karach i3-5/42], Chabuwa,
Indea {5-7/42), Sookerating, India (B-12543) BOWATE] 12/42-12/43].
Disbanded a= ATC rearganised

77th FS/TS (ATC)

Formegt 2043, Redasignated 7/43

Subordinated to. 22nd FG/TE

Bases Chabua, indka [2-4/43), Jorhat, India [4-12,/43. Dizbanded 12,43




78th FS/TS (ATC)

Formed 2041, Radesignatar 7443

Subordingted toe Z2nd FGITR

Baszesz Chahua, Ireia (2-4/431, Jorhat, Indsa [4-10/43) Sookerating, India
(10-12/43). Dizhanded 12743

88th FS/TS (ATC)

Formed 5/43, Redesigrated 7,43

Swherdinated to; Z2nd FG/TE, rasubordinatad 1o 2B1h TG late 1843
Baszes Orelals, India (56430 Karachi, Indiz (2-1293), Dishanded 12743

96th TS (ATC)

Formed 6743, Terpur, Indea |6/4.3-127/43). Disbandad 12/43

97th TS (ATC)

Formed 6/43
Subordinated fo. Z3th TG,
Bagad Tampur, India {6,43-12/43) Dishandad 12,43

98th TS (ATC)
Formed 643
Subordingted to: Z3th TG. Tempur, India 16/43-12/43). Disbandad 12743

99th TS (ATC)

Formed 6/43

Subordinated fo: #3th TG, Disbanded 12743
Based Soakerating, bdia [G-12/43)

CEBl - Higher Headquarters
US Army Air Forces China

Formed 745 Headoguarters far Tenth and Fourtaenth Afs

Tenth Air Force and Fourteenth Air Force

Formed 3743 from China &ir Task Force {formed 7042

Eastern Air Command
Formed 12043 Jomt AR USA4F, Dishanded 55

Third Tactical Air Force
Disbeanded 11,44

CBI - Group Level Units
1st ACG

Formed: India 344

Subordingted Ly ranspart (later 319tk TCS), plus fighter, bomber and
lizizan s=ctians (later squadrons|

Bages Hailakani, Irdia (3-5/34], Asansol, India (3/44-10/25]

2nd ACG

Formed: Orew FL 4,494

Subordingted to 3170 TCS, plus fighter, bambar, lmisen squadrons
Bages Orew FL [4-3044], amived India 3-11/44, Kalaikurda, India (11,44-
10/35(, Dishanded 11/45

1st CCG

Formed: Bowman kY 4044 Aerived India 3,/44

Suberdinared i CCTF (9/44-15945)

Bages: Sylhet, India (3-11,/34], Tulikal, india [11-12/44], Tsuyung, Ching

100th TS (ATC)

Farmed, 643

Surhordinated to- 29th TG, Disbanded 1243
Bagad Seokerating, India {6-12/43)

301st TS (ATC)
Farmed 543
Bagad Sookerating, India {61243 Disbancled 12/43

302nd TS (ATC)

Formed: 643
Silardinated o AMh TG
Basad: Mahanbari, India |6-12/431 Dishandad 1243

303rd TS (ATC)

Farmedt 6143

Subordinated to AMh TG

Basad Mahanbari, India |6-12/43) Dishancled 12,43

304th TS (ATC)

Formea 643

Subardinared o b TG

Hasad: Mohanban, India |6-12/43) Dishanded 12,043

Troop Carrier Command

Subordinated fo: EAT (12/43-5/44), Third TAF {&-E/4]. Givan operationa
control over all transport units supporting forces in Burma lincluding fores
n rarthern Burma]. Dishanded G444

Combat Cargo Task Force

Joint USS&AFALFRLAF, Formed 155944 10 replace TCC. Iractwated 645
69th CW

Formed: China 5/43

Suhardinated to Fourteenth AF |9/43-8/45] and Terth AF [8-12745)
Basas. Kunming, China (3,/43-1,/45], Tsupung, China (1-0/44}, Kunming.
China {4-12/45) Designated B {(3-12/43)

11294-9,45), Dohazan. India (1-5:45). Hathazar, India {5-8/45). Re-equippad
with G-465 645 Redesignated 512th TOG 945

3rd CCG

Farmed. Bufe 694

Subardingfad fo- Third TAF |6-8/44), Tanth AFSCCTF (3/44-5/45] MBATF
(5-6/45) ATC (E-545]

Basas Sylhet, India |6-8/44[, Dingan, India (4,/44-1,/45), Myitkyina, Burma
(5-9/45). Radesignated 513th TOS 9/495. Recead C-465 in 1545

4th CCG

Farmed: 644, Arived India 11,44

Swhardiratod o Tenth AECCTF 19794)

Basas Syracusa NY |6-344), Bowman (EY 8-11,44), Sydhes, India {11,44-
12444) I-uall,,jla_ Inacli 11 4,44-17,145), I:Iul,lu-gl_'-ng_ I | 1-6/45),
Nampormaa, Burmna (6-11,45], Pandaveawar, India {11,/45-1/46}, Panagarh
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HE

Inda |1-2/a6], then destanded. Equipped with C-36s badore deploymeant,
re-acquiring somea C-47s in CAI

1st TCG(P)

Farmed. 5145

Suhordimated foc CCTF. Pelal, India. kacludad the 31 7th, 319ch TG and
151 CCS [on detachmien) 545 mosed to northern Burma

64th TCG (Reinforced)
Az Arrowhead Force, deployed from BATO 3544, Aerived Gaya, India 4,44
4th, 1Eth, 17th, 18th, 35th TCE. Retwrnead 1o MT0 7544

443rd TCG
Formed: 10/43. Traming in U5 10/43-2/44 (308th, 310h TC5) HO ondy
dapioved o DB 2444, takng aver four C-47 sguadvoms in-theatra

CBI - Squadrons

1st CCS

Formed. Bowman K5 4734, amived India B/44

Subgrdinafad ro: 15t CLG (4/44-5/45] {det 1o 4430 TCG B2, det 1o 13t
TCGHP| 57451, Fourteerth AF (5-8,45)

Basas: Syihat, India (8-11/43] (detachments to Yunrani, Chira 510042 and
Hatbagan, India 10-11,44], Tulibal, India {11-1244), Tauyung, China (12/44-
1745}, Hainching, China [1-6/45) [detachment a1 Liangshan, China 3-7/451
Chiriirg, China |9/45) Redesgnated 326th TCS 5045, Recaivad C-46s in 1945

Znd CCS

Formed 4,44, arivad India B/44

Subagrdmated fo 151 COG [4-7/45), ATC(7-10/45]

Bagas. Sylhet, Indie (8-11,/44] [detachment 1 Yurman, Chong 324}, Impha!
Inwdia 412544, Tsuyung, China [12/44-2/45), Dohared, India {2-5/45), Hathazari,
Indfiz {5-10/45] Redesignated 337t TES 10145 Recemed C-465 m 1045

3rd CCS
Frrmead 4784, Beranmen KY. Amived india B34
Subordingted fo: 15t CCG [4,/44-6,/45], AT [5-9045)

Bases: Sylhel India (8-10,94) (detachmert 10 Yurnani, China 81024}, Tulihal,

India {11,/44-4,45), Hathazeri, India {4-8:45), Luliang, China (8-9,/45)
Redesigreted 328t TCS 9045, Received C-46s in 1345

dth CCS

Formed: 4,44, Boweman KY. Amived India 544

Swbordinated fo 151 COG [4/48-9/95], G8h CWW |5ra5)

Basgad Sylhet, India {8-11,44) {detachmant to Yunnani, China 9-10/441

Tubhal, Incha {11-1244} Chengloung, Clena [12/84-2/45], Dohazan, India {2/45-
By45|, Luchaw, China (B-3/45). Redesipnated 329th TCS 945 Recened C-d6s
in 1945

9th CCS

Formad 544

Subardingfed ra 3nd 001G (5,/44-10,45)

Basas. Sylhat, india |GA44-7/44], Moeen, India (7-12/44), Warazup, Burma
[12/44-1,45), bAyitkying, Burrmea (1,45-10/451 Forraed wath C-475. Recaied
C-465 n 1945 Redesignated 330th CCS 10v45

10th CCS

Formed 6/44

Subardinated fo 3rd UG (8-10,/45(

Bases, Jyihet, India [6-6/44), Deragon, india (B/44), Dinjan, Inda

|- G045), Ihitkying, Burma (6-10/45] Formed with C-47s. Received C-46a in
19845, Redesignated 3315t TCS (10v43]

Suwbordinated to Tenth AF (3/44-6,/45), AAF |-B Theatre (G-12M45].
Operationally under TCC [3-5/44), EAC [5-9744), Combar Cargo Task Forge
ECCTFI [9744-6/45), ATC [6/45-12/45). 1, 2, 27th (3-5/44), I15th TCS, 158 CCS
(9744 dat). Re-equapped with C-46 in 1945, China (851, Dishanded 1245

512th TCG
Formedt 9/45 from redesignetion of 1st CCG. Liuchow, China |3-10/45),
Kiangwan, China (10-12/45) Disbanded 12/45

513th TCG

Formed 3745 from redesignation of 3rd CCG

North Burma Air Task Force

Formed and operated May-Aigust 1995 10 support the deploymaent of
Chinesa forces fram Burma. Multiple spuadrons essigned on detachment

11th CCS

Formedt 644

Subordirated fo 3 COG (6941 2430 TCG (G-2041, Ind 005 {0744-1,95).
Tanth AF |1-4/45|, Fourtesnth AF (4-10045)

Bases Sylhet, ndia (6444745 [dat to Sookarating, India 6-7/44], Yunnani,
(China |4-5/45], Luliang, China [6-10/45) Redesignated 332nd TS {10/45)

12th CCS

Farmmed B4

Subordinated bo 3ed CCG [6,494-100/45)

Bases Sylhet, India (6744, Fenry, India (G4, Maran, India [7,99-1/45],
Tulihad, Indiz [4-5/45), Ledo, India (5-6,45], Myitkyina, Burma |B-10/45)
Redesgnated 333rd TCS {10450, Formed with C-475. Recaved some C-465 in
1945

13th CCS

Formed 644

Subprdinated fo. 4th CCG [64-12/45}

Bages Syracice NY (6435 Bowman KY [3:11/84) Sabet, india (11734-1,45)
Argartala, kndia [1,/5], Chittagong, Burma [1-6/5) [dat. to Tulikal, India {4-
B2 Mamporenao. Burma (5545-11,451 Onctal, Indea {11-12035) Formed with
475 and re-equipped with C-486s in 1944, Dichanded 1245

14th CCS

Formed B/44

Subproinated to 4th CCG [544-12,/45]

Bases Syracuse NY (6241, Bowman KY (8-11/34) Sylhet, India [11/44-1/45),
Asgartala, kndia (1,45, Chettagong, Burma [1-6/45), Mamponmao, Bumma |65
174451 Ondal, India (11,/45-2/36). Formed with C-475, re-equipped with C-465
in 1944, C-475 gfso used for aindops in Burma. Disbanded 2746

15th CCS

Formed /44

Subordinated to: 4th CCG [6/44-12/45|

Bages Syacise NY [B/44), Bowman KY [8-11,44], Sylhet, India [11-1/45]1
Argartala, India [1/45), Chittagong, Burma [1-6/45), Namponmao, Burma [6/45-
11,/45), Oindal, India (11-12/45). Farmed with C-d475 and wsed for ardrops in
Burma. Re-equipped with C-365 in 1984, Disbanded 12/45

16th CCS

Formed B/44

Subordinated to 4th CCG |6/44-3/45]. Tenth AF (3-10/451. 4th COG
[10-12/45)

Bases Swacuse WY |6-B/44], Bowman KY [B-11/34), Sylhet, India (11,44

1 2/adj, Agartala, India {12/44-1/45], Chittagong, Burma {1-6/451. Mampanman,
Burma (5-9/95), Leda, Burma [9-10/45), Marnponamaa, Burma [10-11,451, Ondal,
India |11-12/4%), then dishandad. Formed with C-47s. Re-equipped with
C-365. Re-acquired some C-475 in-theatre




1st TCS

Formed Fairfiald Air Depat 1935 Arrivad India 243

Subordinated ta: Tenth AF |2/43], India-China Wing ATC {2-3/43), Tenth AF
[3-12043), TOC (12/43-3/44), 433rd TOS [3/44-12745)

Bagag Chabaur, India [2-3/43), Mew Delhi, India [3-10,23) iseveral
detachments in India and Chiral, Soakerating, India (1043445}, \Warazp,
Burma (4-64351, Dinjan, Indha [G-8,45), Chihkiang, Chira [B-5/5], Hankow,
China {3-11/45), Bhanghai, China |11-12,/45] then disbanded. Ra-aguippaid
with C-465 en masse 4435

2nd TCS

Farmed. 1835, Olmstead PA

Subordingted fo: Tenth AF {2-3/431, ATC [3-7/43), Aszam Air Base
Commared [7-12/43], TCC [12/43-3/44], 443rd TCG (3/44-1245)

Bases Stout IN (5-7/42), Kellogg M1 (7-8/42) Bowman KY [8-10/42), Pope
M 0102-1/43). Arived India 22 Yangkai, China |2-7/43], Dinjan, india
[7/43-8540), Bhinglwivang, Burma {B/94-1,/45], Dinjan, India {1,/45-6,45],
Chihkiang. China (3-9/45), Hankow, China (3-11,45]. Disbanded 12/45
Aecaived first C-d6s in 4045, re-equipped by 7545

27th TCS

Favmug 2147

Subordinated to: B9th TCG {2-6/42|, 10th TOG [6/42-12/43), Tenth AF
(1/44-3/44), 343rd TG [3/44-5/44), 68ih OW {5/94-7,35|

Basag Daniel GA |2-302], Harding LA {3-6/47), Kellagg MI{E-8/47),
Bowsnan KY {B-10/42), Pope MG (10-12/42), Lawson GA [12/42-2/43),
Dionnedlon FL(2-12/43], Sylhat, India {1-504], Yunngni, China {544-2/45)
[dets to Chared, Ghengiun, Kunming, Ghinal, Chergkurg, China (2-8/45),
Liangshan, China [3-1205). Equipped with C-48/45,/53s as training unit,,
before averitually deployirg with C-47s Translered to Ching o re-supply
the Chanese advance an tha Sateean Raar. Re-equipped with C-9Bs mainly
after wJ-Day

315th TCS

Farmed: 1744

Subordinated to: TCC [1-3/44), 443 TCG (3/94-12/45)

Bagas Dinjan, India 017/49), Bylhet, India [1-6/44), Sookerating, Indka [G/44],
Moran, bndia [6/94], Sookerating, India [T-8/394] [dats to Shingbaiyang,
Eurrna (-4 aned Ledo, bndsa [7-8/94)), Ledo, India (8/44-5/45), Dinjan,
India |5-8/45}, Chihkiang, China [9/45), Hankow, Ching [9-10/45) Shanghai,
China {21245}, then disbandad. Farmed with C-47s. Re-sguipped with
-465 starting 595, concluding aftar Y.-Ceay

317th TCS(C)

Farmed 544

Subardingtad to: nd A0G 5744} and 15t TCGIP)

Bagas Mackall NC [5-67/49), Alachua FLIG49) Doamalion FLE-E/M4],
Pdzckall NG [3-9/44), Baer [N (8-8/44), Svlhet, India [11/44), det 1o Tuhhal,
India [11/44), Bikram, India 11-12/44) Myitkying, Burme [12/44-1/45),
Ealaikunda, India |1-2/45|, dats ta Dinjan, India |1/45] end Kiram, Indea
(1745, Palel, India [2-4/45), Kalatkunda, India |4-6,95], dats 1o Akyab, Burma
(4-5/45) and Comilla, India {55, Leda, India |6-9/45|, Liangahan, China
(4-11/45], Kunming, Ching [11/45), Salua, India [11-12:95), Hajiki, ldia
(12/45-1/46|, Titagurh, India {1-2/46], then disharded. Daplayad with C-47s.
Largely re-exuapped with C-d6s mainky after VJ-Day

319th TCS(C)

Farmed: 9744 fram Transport Squadren/Section, 151 ACE
Subardingtad to: |coerational| CCTF [9/44-2/45), 15t TOG (P (2-5/45),
Tenth AF (5-8/45) (part of 15t ACG urtil 9745, than 6%th CW|

Baszag Aszandl, India [9-12/44), farward basas in Burma {12,/44-5/45},
Warazup, Burma |5-8/45], Loping, China (3-10/45], Huhsien, China {10/45-
11745, Indiz (11-12/45) Dishandad 12,45

322nd TCS

Farmed 9544 from redesignation of Fourteenth AF Transport Section.
Ria-aguippad with C-465 in 1945

Sultarainated fo: Fourtesnth AF |9'94-8/45] and Tenth AF |8-9/45]

326th TCS

Formad: regazignated from 15t CC5 9745

Subordinated te: G3th CW {9-11/45), Fourteenth AF (12/45]

Basas: Chunking, China {511,453}, Pisrdaba, India {11-12,/45). Disbandad
12145

3Z2Tth TCS

Formad: redagignated from 2nd CCS 10445
Subordinated tor Fourtagrth AF (10-12545)
Based Peichiyi, China {10-1245). Dishanded 12,45

328th TCS

Forrmad, redesignated from 3rd CCS 5445

Subordinated tor Gth Tl [5-11/45)

Bases Kunmeg, China [9-11/45), Kharagpur, India §171-12/45) Disbanded
12745

329th TCS

Formad: redasignated fram $th COS 95

Swhordinated tor 15t L5

Fazes Lischow, China (9-10/95(, Harkoree, Chira [10-11,45], Disharded
12045

330th TCS

Formad: redasignated from 9th CCS 10/45
Subordinated te 513th TCG

Based Shanghai, China (10/45-4/46) Dishanded

3315t TCS

Formad: redasignated from 10th 005 10045
Subordinated tor 5153th TCG [10/45-1/46)
Eased Shanghal, China |10/45-1/46) Disbanded

332nd TCS

Formad: regasignated from 11th CC5 9545

Subordinated be 513k TOG 10/45-0/85), AAF Chira [4-6/48], LIS Arry
Forees China {B/E-4,07)

Bases Shanghai, China [10/35-6/36], Peking, Chana (5/45-90/471 Disbanded

333rd TCS

Formad: redasignated from 12th 005 9745
Subordinated te 313th TCG | 10/45-1 /48]
Fased Shanghai [10/45-1/46). Dishanded

Transport Section/Squadron (Commando)
Formad: redesignated 319th TCS (G4d)

Bubordinated to: 15t ACE {3-0,/04)

Bages Hailakandi, India [3-5/44], Azardal, India |S004-9594| [caprating
from farssand basas in Burma in support of Chindits)

Fourteenth AF Transport Section

Farmad: 3043 by recesignating CATF Transpeet Secticn, which hecame
Find TGS 9740

Suborainated te Fourtaenth AF (3,/43-5/44), Chingse-dmencan Composite
Wang (4044, 651h Cw

CATF Transport Section
Formed’ 1002 {1 C-A7)
Subordinated te CATF(1/42-1/43)

Tth ERS

Subordinated to Tenth AF
Based Agartala, India (1-5/45)

8th ERS

Subordinaded te Fourteenth AF

Bases Dperated in Ching @ small detachments with C-473 and helicopters
[5-9745]
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All scale drawings are of a Douglas C-474,
and are to 1/96th scale




i

L)

i







COLOUR PLATES

Motes
Earlier production and ex-airline aircraft had
overall olive drab {OD) and neutral grey
undersurfaces. Most C-47s had a factory-applied
forest green pattern over OD. A few - mainly ex-
airliners and early production C-53s = had forest
green overall in place of OD. Some C-475 also
received forest green overspray on the
undersurfaces as well, The forest green overspray
often dizsappeared when an aircraft was repainted.
In some C-47s = espacially intermediate production
aircraft — green overspray was not axtended to the
fuselage, but only on the wings and tail section.

0D wore differently depending on where it was
applied. The paint on the control surfaces always
looked different, even when the aeroplane was
brand new. This was because of the differing
surface reflactivity, as well as the fact that the
control surfaces weare supplied, doped and painted
by a subcontractor. The control surfaces, the fin,
and the outer wing panels were where the most
variation was evident. Some faded 0D was almost
a light ‘'milk chocolate” colour. There was often
haeawvy weaar near door hinges, showing different
shadas of 0D and repainting or reinforeing with
tape or sheet metal. Repair work was touchad up’
usually in fresh O, but sometimes in other
colours, and the use of cannibalised parts meant
that few C-47 series aircraft weare monochromatic.

Maost, but by no maans all, nose art was painted
under the pilot’s side window on the left. Most
often, the inside of cargo doors was zinc chromate
green. Aircraft dropping paratroops or supplies
often had the jump door removed and a number
chalked on tha fuselage side to direct loading.
ATC, the US Navy and the Marine Corps generally
disapproved of naming aircraft, but this was some-
times done anyway, even if the names were paint-
ed out after being photographed. Policies and
styles in units often changed. Some units named
aircraft according to a system, at least with
original equipment, although these often broke
down with replacement aircraft, This included
the 33rd TCS {Indian tribes} and 41st TCS itrains).
This oftan led to multiple names on aircraft in the
form of two names on the nose or a second name
applied airline-style above windows.

Matural metal aircraft were originally limited
to ATC, NATS and C-47s that had been through
a major overhaul in-theatre. By 1945, they had
become more commaon = units such as the
Bdth TCS, which lacked an air threat, stripped
off all paint - but the bulk of C-47s5 and R4Ds
were camouflaged into the post-war era. Natural
metal aircraft normally had black (factory
dalivered) or olive drab (depot repainting} anti-
glare panels. Natural metal R4Ds often had black
wing walkways, Exhaust stains and faded paint
demonstrated, from above, the intensive use
common to most C-47s and R4Ds, which flew
more hours than fighters or bombers.

R4Ds weare generally painted like C-47s, as they
ware almost all taken over from USAAF contracts.
This has tended to detract from their historical
significance, as they were often assumead to be
USAAF aircraft. Those overhauled by the Navy or
Marine Corps were, however, sometimes painted
like other twin-engined naval aircraft such as PBYs
ar PBJs. Howevaer, in keaping with Navy and
Marine Corps practica, most H4Ds had no visible
serial numbers, Where they did appear on the
fin, they were often in small numerals. The main
designation was the two-digit aircraft number,

The US-Australian Directorate of &ir Transport,
operating through 1942-44, identified all its aircraft
by Australian civil registrations on the fin, Even US
military aircraft received these markings, usad as
call-signs. On many aircraft, these were painted
over the serial numbers. With the end of DAT, the
FEAF attempted to continue a unified designation
system, with limited success.

Linlike the ETO, there was no systermatic series
of code numbers. Throughout the Pacific and CBI,
the most important identifier of a C-47/R40D was
the aircraft number. This was a single- to four-digit
number (somatimeas preceded by a letter) by which
the aircraft was known. In the ATC and some units
[such as 1st ACG and 1st CCG), it was the last
three or four digits of the serial number. Most
aircraft numbers lacked this connection. The Fifth
Air Foree (and, after that, the FEAF) tried to
standardisa the systam with blocks of numbars
assigned to each group and squadran, but this
was unevenly applied in practice. Following this,
letter suffixes/prefixes were added to each aircraft
number, intended to allow differentiation between
C-47% and the increasing numbers of C-46s.

USAAF sarial numbers were usually carried
in yvellow (black on repainted or natural metal
aircraft} across the fin, DAT aircraft with Australian
registrations sometimes omitted the serial. The
Mawvy and Marine Corps specification normally
raquired the serial {and the aircraft type) in
relatively small lettering that was often omitted.

Squadron insignias were more common in the
Pacific and CBI than the ETQ, Many units were
vary proud of their insignia, and had decals
made that they would apply over the names of
raplacement aircraft. Squadron insignia appeared
on one (starboard side for 64th TCS in 1944) or
both (S54th TCS in 1943-46 and 322nd TCS in
1944-46) sides. Air Commando Groups were proud
of their ingignias. The 316th TCS of the 1st ACG
carried five white fuselage bands and a question
mark on the fin. The 317th TCS of the 2nd ACG
had an exclamation mark on the fin, The 318th
TCS of the 3rd ACG had a white tip stripe to the
fin and rudder. The Combat Cargo squadrons in
the CBl were identified by Roman numerals on the
fin and variations of the COM-CAR designator.

The use of airrline-style titles was much mora
common than in the ETO, Some of these ware
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parsonal names, Unit designators were maore
commaon. These included ‘The Great Snafu Fleat’
{15t CCG in 1944-45), 'The Tokyo Trolley’
{originally the 55th TCS, later applied to other
375th TCG aircraft), ‘Imperial Couriers’ {55th TCS
post-YJ-Dayl), "Jungle Skippers’ (317th TCG in
1944-46), ‘Bully Beef Express’ (6th TCS in 1944-46),
‘“Tiger Fleet’ {15t TCS in 1945-46), ‘Smiley’s
Airlines” {15th TCS in 1944-45), ‘Fronthine Airline’
(4332rd TCG in 1944-45) and others,

Painting rudder trim tabs in squadron colours
was practisad in the Fifth Air Force in 1944 and
spread to the Thirteen whean FEAF was formad.
These included 6th TCS (red or whita), 21st TCS
Iwhite-red-vellow stripas), 22nd TCS (vellow) and
33rd TCS {white). Other squadrons had cowling
markings (white ring and stripe in the 1st TCS).

Aircraft numbers were often painted on the nose
ATC in a white diameond) or vertically on the grey
belly under the nose (317th TCG in 1944-45), This
allowed the aircraft to bea identified on a crowded
airstrip, parked nose-on to the taxiway.

In 1944-46, ATC aircraft in the CBI would often
add the name of their home base to the fin above
the aircraft number. ATC carried its insignia on its
aircraft throughout the war. NATS followead this
practice in 1944-45, adding unit designators under
the insignia or airline-style titles,

1

C-41 (serial and unit unknown), Ladd Field, Alaska,
summer 1941

This was ona of the first pre-war DC-3 family
aircraft to join the USAAC. Basically a DC-3, it was
hasad at Bolling Field in Washington, DC and used
in the summer of 1941 by Maj Gen John L De Witt,
Commander of the Westarn Defanse Command,
on hig inspection tour of Alaska. A Spanish-
Amarican War veteran, De Witt was unsympathetic
to the USAAC, yvet by 1941, under his command,
airmen had achieved their long-desired goal of
permanent bases in Alaska. Mote the C-471's airline-
style windows, door and baggage compartment.

2

DC-3 NC33606, Hawaiian Airlines, Honalulu,
Hawaii, 7 December 1941

This Twin Wasp-powered aircraft was damaged by
strafing during the Pear| Harbor attack. The Marine
Corps lost its R3Ds at NAS Ewa, while the 18th
T5's two C-33s were damaged but survived and
were repaired, Indeed, one was started and taxied
to a revetment while still under attack. Within days
of the raid, all civilian DC-3s in Hawaii were under
military control, airlifting troops to the outer
islands. This aircraft was used on these missions,
and remained in military service until war’s and.

3

C-53-D0 41-120051, Air Transport/Ferrying
Command, Brisbane, Australia, January 1942
The first USAAF C-53 to go into action against
Japan, this aircraft was one of five being shipped

to the Philippines as deck cargo aboard USS
President Polk when vessel was diverted to
Australia on 13 January. Flown by hastily
aszembled mixed USAAF/RALF craws, this
aircraft and another C-53 commenced operations
on 23 January by flying US groundcrews into Java
to support P-40 operations. ‘62TG51" also became
the first C-47 series aircraft lost in action when it
was strafed by AEBM2Z Zaros on Bathurst Island,
Australia, on & February, It had made an
amergency landing there the day before after
Darwin was socked in, and had been damaged in
the process. The remaining four original C-53s
served on, howaver, with at least one retaining its
1941 national insignia long after all other combat
aircraft had painted out the red centre.

4

C-48C-DOD 42-38336, Assam Burma Ferry
Command, Karachi, India, June 1942

This aircraft was flown in China and Burma by
numerous craws, including 2Lt Bert Carleton (pilot)
and MSgt Glenn Beard (co-pilot), A converted Pan
American Airlines DC-34-414, it had been sent to
the CBI specially to fly the '"Hump'. However, the
aircraft initially saw service during the evacuation
of Burma. Carleton and Beard subsequently
evacuated many of the Doolittle raiders {including
1Lt Ted Lawson, who had been a flight training
classmate of Carleton) from China. 42-38336
aventually crashed in Karachi in July 1942,

5

C-53-D0 41-20073 Butchie 2, 19th TS, Seventh Air
Force, NAS Midway, 8 June 1942

Transport aircraft were a critical part of the USAAF
contribution to the Battle of Midway. This Hawaii-
based C-53, flown by Capt Stephen J Rosetta,
airlifted munitions and supplies and evacuated
wounded from the island, B-26 crews flown to
Pearl Harbaor in this aircraft provided the first
iinaccurate) participant press accounts of Midway,

6

R4D-1 "1’ (BuMo unknown), VR-253, SCAT,
Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, October 1942
This aircraft was one of the first 13 Marine Corps
R4} transports sent to the South Pacific, and it
was vital in re-supplying Guadalcanal in 1942-43,
Like most R4Ds operating with SCAT in 1942-44,
thay ware painted OD/neutral grey, with a two-
digit aircraft number {and no visible serial) to
identify it, Aircraft names were rare.

7

C-47-DL 41-18564 FLYING DUTCHMAN, 33rd TCS/
374th TCG, Port Moresby, New Guinea, November
1942

Crewed by 2Lt George Vandervort (pilot), T/Sgt
Ssteven Pitch icrew chief) and Cpl Kirshner (radio}
this aircraft crashed near the summit of Mt Obree,
in Mew Guinea, on 10 November 1942, killing six
of the ninetean passengers on board. While some
survivors were able to walk out from the crash




site, the wounded, and those that remained to
tend them near the aircraft, perished. Rescuers
had to trek to their location, finding no one alive,
and a poignant diary on one of the C-47's doors.

8

C-47-DL 41-18573 LADY EVE, 13th TCS/6th TCG,
Henderson Field, Guadalcanal, 13 January 1943
This aircraft was amonagst the first dozen C-47s to
deploy with the 13th TCS in October 1942, Flown
by ZLts Neal Allen (pilot), Louis Nelson {co-pilot)
and Ralph Saltsman (navigator), MSgt John
Rinaldi (flight engineer) and Cpl James Stanley
Stratton {radiol, it was lost on 13 January 1943
after leaving Guadalcanal en route to New
Caledonia with 18 evacuees on board.

9

C-47A-30-DL 42-23582 HONEYMOON EXPRESS,
41st TCS5/374th TCG, Port Moresby, New Guinea,
September 1943

HONEYMOON EXFRESS was the lead aeroplane
for the Madzab airdrop (when flown by Brig Gen
Paul Prantiss and Lt Col Williarm Williams) on

& September 1943, as well as several other early
operations — including the second paratroop

drop in the Pacific, at Noemfoor (flown by Maj H
Waldmanl). Like all C-47s initially supplied to the
415t TCS, 42-23582 was named after a famous US
train. While the name appeared on both sides, the
pin-up adorned the starboard side only.

10

R4D-1 '5-R-105" (BuMo unknown), VR-5, NATS,
Adak, late 1943

This aircraft was one of the very few R4Ds used
by the US Navy to be resprayed in the sarvice's
distinctive 1942 two-tone blue-gray/light grey
gcheme. Typically, most R4Ds remained in QD,

11

C-47A-35-DL 42-23880 SURE SKIN, 68th TCS/433rd
TCG, Port Moresby, New Guinea, December 1943
This was the first aeroplane into Finschhafen,

Mew Guinea, on 18 December 1943. It had a pin-up
on the port side under the cockpit and a mission
scoreboard, the latter being a rare sight in the
SWPA bacause of the large number of sorties
flown on a daily basis when in New Guinea.

12

R4D-5 BuMNo 17136 (USAAF 42-92842), VIMR-352,
John Rogers Field, Hawaii, August 1944

BuMo 17136 was another R4D to be repainted in
US Navy camouflage, this time in the mid-war
three-colour scheme. Originally used to train
Marine Corps and Mavy personnel in parachute
jumping at MCAS Chearry Point, this aeroplana
deployed to Hawaii in mid-1944.

13

C-47A-65-DL 42-100441, 1st TCS/443rd TCG,
Warazup, Burma, August 1944

This particular aircraft arrived in the CBI at Karachi

in December 1943, and it was oparated by the
15t TCS until damaged on 18 Septernbar 1944

at a forward airstrip. After being cannibalised for
parts, it was destroyved in December 1944,

14

C-47A-80-DL 43-15366 “THE GIG”, 3rd CCS/

1st CCG, Sylhet, India, September 1944

On 14 December 1944, this aircraft evaded an
attack by a Ki-44 Tojo’ fighter south of Bhamao.

Its craw on this occasion consisted of 2Lt John
Martin (pilot), Fit Off Marshall Field (co-pilot), 55at
lvan Damon {radio operator) and Pyvtes D V Kientz,
A M Fillion and J Ledue {"kickers’}.

15

C-47A-75-DL 42-100968, 319th TCS(C]/1st ACG,
Morth Burma, Movember 1944

A participant in Operation Grubworm {airlift

to China), this particular aircraft also took part
in the February 1945 airlift to Maiktila and the
May 1945 Rangoon parachute assault. It
retrieved gliders from forward airstrips, using
the retractable hook under the fuselage to snag
a tow rope which was looped around two poles.
Faw 1st ACG ships had names until later in 1945,

16

C-47B-25-DK 44-75247 WAUPUN WABBIT/
ALBANY NIGHT BOAT, 11th CCS5/3rd CCG, Sylhet,
India, late 1944 _

Dperating extensivaly aver northern Burma, this
aircraft was flown by Capt Walter Honan and
serviced by crew chief TSgt Bob Padgett and his
maintainers. The small white stencils on the sta-
biliser and under the wheels show appropriate
safety clearances for pre-flight urination! This
aircraft was used both for air re-supply and the
transportation of personnel throughout the CBIL

17

C-47A-60-DL 42-24414, 33rd TCS/374th TCG,
Hollandia, New Guinea, March 1945

42-24414 was repaired following a taxiing accident
at Henderson Fiald in March 1945. The coloured
rudder trim tab denoted squadron allocation.

18

R4D-4 ‘246" (BuNo unknown) Back Bay Special,
MAW-4, lwo Jima, March 1945

The insignia below the cockpit of this aircraft
appears to be a personal one rather than a unit
ermnblem (although some late-war Marine Corps
transport squadrons had unrecorded versions of
their ingsignial. "246" was one of the first medevac
aircraft into Mivamoto airstrip on lwo Jima.

19

C-47A-25-DK 42-93292 ASSAM AIR LINES, ATC,
Sookeratring, India, June 1945

A late war veteran of the ‘Hump’, this natural
metal aircraft oparated out of the Sookeratring
base that was cut out of tea plantations and a
racecourse to become one of the CBI's most active
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fields. The use of airline-style markings for unit/
individual C-47 identification was morg comimen
in tha CBl and SWPA than in othar theatras,

20

C-47A-85-DL 43-15460, CleoC/JUNGLE SKIPPERS,
39th TC5/317th TCG, Camalaniugan, Philippines,
23 June 1945

This aircraft took part in the last parachute assault
of the Pacific War. The nose number was painted
vertically on the neutral grey rather than the more
usual horizontal on olive drab presentation of
other units = typical for a 1945-ara 317th TCG C-47.

21

C-47A-70-DL 42-100792 MARJORIE ANN, 9th TCS,
Seventh Air Force, Saipan, June 1945

Thig aircraft (flown by 2Lt Walter E Barnes) was
part of the first formation to emergency airdrop
ammunition ta Marine Corps units on lwo Jima

on 3 March 1945. Other C-47s from this squadron
were equipped for DDT spraying during the central
Pacific campaign. The undernose ‘luggage tag’
marking was added in April-May 1945, this
amblem being the insignia of the Central Pacific
joint-service Transport Aircraft Group (TAG),
which the 9th customised with its own The Victory
Line' tag. Marine Corps aircraft just had ‘TAG'
written on thair version of this marking.

22

C-47A-90-DL 43-15724, Alaska Wing, ATC,

Ladd Field, Alaska, June 1945

The Alaska Wing, Air Transport Command, took
over the bulk of air transport support for forces in
Alaska after 1943. Among the Alaska Wing's 1945
missions was the airlift of priority Lend-Lease
equipment to be turned over to the Soviet Union
for its impending entry into the war against Japan.
Post-war, this aircraft operated extensively in
Alaska and to the continantal USA and Canada
with Brooks Air Fuel as N95460 until retired in
the 1970s. 43-15724's abandonad hulk can be

still be found at Fairbanks airport, Alaska, today.

23

C-47B-25-10 43-49023 Trawveler, 27th TCS, Manning,
China, June 1945

The parsonal aircraft of Maj Gen Robert B

McClure, Commanding General, Chinese Combat
Command, 43-48023 brought the general into
Manning immediately after its re-occupation by the
Chinese. It was later used to fly 055 detachmants
into China and transport liberated Allied PoWs,

24

C-47A-20-DL 42-23419 BOMBER BARONS
AIRLINER, 5th BG, Borneo, July 1945

This natural metal C-47 was rebuilt by 5th BG
from a ‘war weary' C-47 for use by its own HQ
flight. The ‘Bomber Barons’ had a C-47 for each
unit, along with other aircraft, and they supported
moves between bases, flaw parts from depots
and took personnel to Australia on leave.

25

R4D-5 BuMo 39057, VR-5, NATS, July 1945, NAS
Adak, Aleutians

Flown by Lt Cdr John J Lawless and Lt "Windy"
Sommers, this all-metal R4D was typical of the
aircraft used in 1944-45 by MATS in all theatres,

26

R4D-5Z BuMo 17224, Headquarters, Marine Air
Group, Pacific, Shanghai, China, November 1945
This VIP-configured aircraft belonged to
Headquarters, Marine Air, Pacific. Flown by Col
Carson Roberts, Assistant Chief of Staff, 1st
Marine Air Wing, it carried unspecified VIPs to
China. The R4D's VIP transport status in the
immediate post-war months is reflected by its lack
of stains and wear. This aircraft was wntten off at
MCAS Ewa, Hawaii, on 12 July 1946 when the pilot
retracted the gear too early on take-off,

27

C-47A-8B0-DL 43-15397, 1352nd Army Air Forces
Base Unit, ATC, Mohanbari |Assam), India,
December 1945

ATC was years in advance of the ‘real’ USAAF in
providing a rescue organisation. By 1945 there
weare several detachments of C-47s which would
search for lost aircraft and, if necessary, drop
supplies or parachute-trained medical personnel to
survivors. By 1945 the Mohanbari detachment had
several C-47s — mainly painted in variations of this
one's high visibility-scheme = as wall as light
aircraft and even a few halicopters.

28

C-47B-30-DK 44-76458, 332nd TCS, Shanghai,
China, December 1945

Marked with the 332nd TCS's "three coolias”
insignia, this C-47 was handed over to the Mawvy
in late 1945 to become R4D-6 BuNo 50839,

29

C-47B-1-DL 43-16242 TOKYO TROLLEY, 317th TCG,
Atsugi, Japan, March 1946

This aircraft was used by the 11th Airborne
Division to maka its first peacetime jump in Japan,
and so marks the transition from wartime to the
post-war era for the C-47. It had been passed to
the 317th by its former owners, the 57th TC5/375th
TCG, as units were disbanded or want home.

30

C-47C-10-DK 42-108868 The Duck, 54th TCS,
Eleventh Air Force, Ladd Field, Alaska, 15 April
1945

O 15 April 1945, whilst being flown by Capt
Doubler and 1Lt Weawver, this aircraft recaived
damage to its floats that led to its conversion into
a C-47A and further service with the 54th TCS.
Another near-identical C-47C float-equipped
variant was 42-92699, which served in Calcutta
ireportedly with the O55). 42-108868 was the anly
C-model known to have carried insignia, wearing
54th TCS Beaver decals on both sides of its nose.
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