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Glossary

Colour The large square of oblong flags cammied by infantry
regimants
Comer, firsf, second, efc. The first comer is that in the top left
cornar of the sheat (g.v.). with the stalf on the
second comer is in the top right corner; the t
bottom left; the fourth comer in the bottom righ
Ferrule A metal shoe fived to the bottom end of the flagstaff.
Firial The decorative metalwork at
spearhead until 1855, when it was replaced by the lion and crown of
the Royal crest

Fly That part of the sheet (g.v.) furthest away from the staff.

Guidon A small swallow-tailed flag carmed by regiments of

d

wir's ledt: the

rd comer in the

op of sach !I;_u_;._-.li:I‘. I was a

QOIS
Haigt That part of the sheet (g.v.) nearest the stalf

Obwverse The side of the flag shown when the staff is to the
viEwer's heft

Reverse The side of the flag shown when the staff is 1o the
VIEWEr'S nigiht

Sheet The whole of th

Standarg A sma

e cloth of a flag
yuare or oblong flag carried, in the British Army,

by regiments of horse and dragoon guards

BRITISH

Actual flag, and sketch: the
Guidon of the Tranent Troop,
East Lothian Yeomanry, 1794,
Sheet: blue. The thistle and rose
sprays are in natural colours; the
remaining decoration is painted
in golden yellow. (Photo:
Trustees of the National
Museums of Scotland)

COLOURS & STANDARDS
1747-1881
(1) CAVALRY

THE REGULATIONS

HE EARLIEST SET OF REGUIATIONS governing the standards and

colours of the Britsh Army was not issued untl 1747, The reasons

why the Hanoverian King George 11 chose this particular moment

o regulate this area of military practice, 33 vears after his father’s
accession to the Brigsh throne, are nowhere made explicit. The fright of
the Jacobite rebellion and the experience ol the War of the Austrian
Succession had prompted William, Duke of Cumberland and second son

of the king, to set in train a programme of reform. This was designed 1o

& or dress

weld the mass of regiments which had no commeon drill, trainin
into something like a roval national army, with a standard uniform
and tactics, rather than a force assembled by the
regimental colonels. Regiments, for example,
increasingly became known by their precedence
number rather than by the name of their colonel
= time-honoured practice until that point.

The regulaton of standards and colours must
be seen in this context. It is telling that one of the
major concerns of the 1747 issue was to ensure
that colonels no longer put their “arms, crest,
device or livery” upon the colours and standards
of their regiment in the way they had done in the
past. The only badges that could be displayed

in uture were to he those

=] granted by roval authorin
It is equally significant thai
the Household remiments
— the Horse Guards, the
Horse Grenadier Guards
and  the Foot  Guards
— whose standards and
colours alreadv carried the
devices of the sovereign,
were not even  included.
The message is clear: the
regiments  of  the  army
were no  longer 1o be
considered as a form of
private property, but as an
instrument of royal power.

e lovalty of the individual



Standards before the 1747
Regulations, I: the reverse of the
standard carried by Ligoniers
Horse at Dettingen, 1743, Sheet:
crimson silk with & gold fringe.
Arms: red with a gold lion; the
upper section is geld with two
stars and a crescent in blue.
Trophy of arms: embreoidered in
gold thread. Crest: a red lion
emerging from a gilt and silver
coronet. Swags: embroldered In
gold thread and outlined in gilt
bullion thread. Source: actual

flag.

Standards before the 1747
Regulations, Il: an unusually long
guidon belonging to an uniden-
tified regiment of dragoons,
cEptured at Fontenoy im 1745,
Sheet: green. Centre: silver with
a stag in natural colours lodged
on a green ground, all within a
silver frame. Motto scroll: white
with black letters. The French
source copled by Lewson ghves
only an impressionistic view of
the decorative swags around the
edge of this flag and of those
carried by Rich's Dragoons [ses
epposite). it is unlikely that they
provide a true representation of
the sctual deslgn. Source:
Lawson, Uniforms of the British
Army, vol 1.
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soldier would in luture be direcied not wwards the person of the colonel
but rowards the majesty of the Crown. And, in a prediterate age, whar
betler means of reinforcing this message than through the H}'IIJI}UH.\'IH of
the fag> I the only devices visible were the sovereign’s cipher or one of
his badges, the commaon soldier would know exacrtly where his loyalties

law.
The regiments of cavalry did not all carry the same vpe of flag; there
was 4 difference bemween the ‘regiments of horse” on the one hand and
the ‘dragoons’ on the other.
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The regiments of horse, the

heavy  Grvalry of the hnc,
carried  standards, These
e were normally square or
=

[

r rectangular in appearance,
| their three free sides. In
| contrast, the dragoons all
. carried gnidons. Tike the
| stancdards, these had a
| Iringe around their [ree
edges, bur they were alwavs
switllow-tailed in shape, The
IHorse Guards and the
Horse Grenadier (sauards —

with a [ringe around each of

the Sovereign’s Household
troops - carricd both oypes
of flag.

Fronomy measures put
into eftect following the end
of the War of the Ausuian
Succession  included the
conversion  of three reg-
iments  of  horse o
somewhat less prestgious
regiments of dragoons, o
softenn the blow, the three
were  permitted o rake
the more unpressive Gtle
of ‘dragoon guards’. A
the same rme. thev

were allowed w carmy oa
combinaton of a standard,
in  recognition  of  their
Provious scrlorily as reg-
iments of horse, in addition
toy the puidon, more proper
o their new  status as
dragoons. The remaining
regiments of  horse were
renumbered accordingly,

The 1747 Regulations

The regulations of 1747
dealt only  with the
stanclards and  guidouns
carried by the regiments of
horse, the dragoon guards
and  the  dragoons. The

Mags of the Horse Cuards
and the Horse Grenadier (auards, as Howschold mroops, were paid for by
the roval houschold from a separate account, the Great Wardrobe, and
as such were noi included in the regulations. The standards of the
regiments of horse, and the standards and guidons of the new dragoon
guards, were o be made of damask silk, hinged with gold or silver,
whereas rthe regiments of dragoons were to carry guidons made of plain
silk. The tassels and cords — of standard or guidon — were Lo be a mixiure
of crimson silk and gold. The acwoal dimensions of the sheet and the
Limce are not given. They were simply required o be identcal insize 1o
those carried by the Horse and Horse Grenadier Guards, However,
detailed records from the Ist Roval Dragoons provide more precise
informaton on the size of the guidons of this period. The sheet was
27ins on the stall and 4lins Qving, and the slic was some 10ios long and
about 4ins wide at the fly. The lance was 1t long overall, including the
spearhead finial and the ferrule.

The King's (or First) Standard or Guidon of each regiment was w be
in crimson, with a crowned Union badge (the rose and thiste conjoined

Standards before the 1747
Regulations, li: 2 guidon of
Rich's Dragoons (later

4th Dragoons) captured at the faill
of Ghent in 1745, Sheet: yeliow
with a silver fringe. Obverse: the
Royal cipher, doubled and
reversed, in silver. Reversa: the
arms of Field Marshal Sir Robert
Rich Bt and his wife Anne
Griffith. His arms: red with a gold
chevron between thres crosses; a
silver star and a small silver
shield bearing & red hand. Her
arms: blue with & bar between
three diamonds in silver. Crest: a
silver wywern. Mantling around
the shicld: red and gold. Helmet:
silver. Source: Lawson, Uniforms
of the British Army, vol.1.
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o1 a single stem) in the centre, above a seroll hearing the Roval motio
Diew et mon droit. The first and fourth corners were w contain a gold-

cdred crimson ‘compartment’ or cartouche, containing the badge of

the House of Hanover — the minming white horse on 4 green tntind;
the other mwo corners were cach o contain a similar cartouche
cuclosing  the regimental number in gold or silver letters, on a
background of the colour
of the regimental facings.
The Second and Third
Standard or (Guidon of cach
regiment was to be of the
collour of the regimental
facings. In the centre was
the badee ol the regiment,
il it was entitled o one, or
the reginental nmber in
gold or silver leters on a
crimson hackeronnd, bhoth
surrounded Iw oa Umon
wreath of thistles and roses
on the same smalk. If the
regiment was also entitled
Lo a motto, then that was o
be displayed under the
central device, Cartouches
were once again fo he

The Second Squadron Standard
of the Royal Horse Guards,
c.1746. Sheet: crimson damask
with a gold frings. Lettering:
gold, Source: Dawnay, Standards
of the Howsehold Division.

The Sixth Guidon of the 1st or
King's Dragoon Guards, ¢. 1817,
Sheet: dark blue with a gold
fringe. Centre: crimson with a
gold cipher within the Garter.
Battle honour: embroidered in
gold directly onto the sheet.
Source: JSAHR, vol.13, p.105.

The Third Standard of the

5th Dragoon Guards. Sheet: dark
green with a gold fringe. Cantre:
crimson with gold edaes. Clpher:
‘PCW' in gold. Motto scroll: white
with black lettering. Battle
hanour scrolla: yellow with black
letterimg. Figure 3: gold on a
gold-edged crimson medallion.
Source: Pomeroy, Story of a
Regiment of Horse,

foureed in all Towr corners, The cartouches in the first and fourth corners
contained the running white horse. It the regunent did not have its own
badge, the cartouches in the second and third comers contained a
Union badge of a rose and thistle comjoined on a crimson ground,
Where the regiment did possess a badge ot its own, these cartouches con-
tained instead the regimental number on a crimson ground, surrounded
by a Union wreath of roses and thistles. The Third Standard or Guidon
was distingnished by the inclusion of the figure 3" on a circular crimson
hacking below the motio.

There appears 1o have been some delay betfore the new instructions
were put into effect. When the 1st Dragoon Guards were inspected at
Shrewsbury in 1750 the subsequent report confirms thar the standhards
then in use, presented in 174), were in bad condition. I'he regiment
reportedly was stll waiting for *a [_mLtr.'l'n‘, a drawing showing the design
of the standards as amended by the new regulations, from the Dk of
Cumberland, the commanderin-chiet. Nor was the st Dragoon Guards
the only regiment in this sitwation. The Gth Dragoons, at Norwich, had
not received their new guidons either, reporting in the same year that
they oo were awaiting their "pattern’,

The 1751 Regulations

The 1751 regulations were in essence no more than a repring of the
1747 issue. The only addidon was a schedule listing each reghment and
summarising the details of their standards and guidons, perbaps included
o eliminate any confusion over “patterns’. The schedule indicares that the
standards and guidons of seven of the regiments had gold fringes, whilst
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those of a further five had [ringes in a mixmire of gold and silver. The
flags with gold fringes helonged cither o reghments of dragoon guards
(1st and ?nd) or horse (2nd and Sed), or o voval regiments (st Royal,
3rd King’s Own and 7th Queen’s Own Dragoons); those with fringes in
gelded and silver mixed belonged to the Srd Dragoon Guards, the 1st and
4ih Horse, and the 2nd and 5th Dragoeons. The remaining regiments, all
dragoons, carried guidons whose fringes were 4 mixmre of sibver and a
colour — cither blue (4ih, 6th loniskilling and 9ith), vellow (8th and
15hy, green (1ih, b and 12th) or red {14thy. Tn virtually every case,
the colour included in the fringes is the same as that prescribed for the
lace of the regimental rumpeters,

Fight of the regiments listed hoasted a special hadge. With the single
exception of the Gth Dragoons, these regiments were all “Roval’, and
bore eithier the cipher of the king {1st Dragoon Guards) or the queen
iFrd Dragoon Guards, 7th Dragoons), the crest of England (Tst Roval
Dragooms), or royal badges representing Scotland (2nd  Dragoons),
Ireland (5th Dragoons) or Hanover {3rd Diragoons). In addition, three
regiments were enrtled to mormoes: the 2nd Horse (Vefigga nudle
refrorsum b, the 2nd Dragoons (Nemo e impune locessit, the moto of the
Order of the Thistle, which was part of its badge), and the 3rd Dragoons
(Nee aspera tervent, the motto of the House of Hanover), 1 is possible that
the original inention had been for more regimenis 1o bear a motto, In
a book of paintings depicting the standards and guidons prescribed by

The Regimental Standard of the
5th Dragoon Guards, 1838. This
iz similar to its predecessor, but
the cipher has now been
replaced by the regimental
number in gold. Source:
Pomeroy, Story of a Regiment
of Horse.

The Second Guiden of the 14th
Duchess of York's Light
Dragoons, 1798, Sheet: orange
with a gold fringe. Eagle: black
with a gold crown, kisestengel
on the wings, orb and sceptre;
the whole placed on a white
ground. Circlet: crimson with
gold decorations. Coronet: gold
with a crimson cap. Source:
Cannon, Historical Record of the
14th Reglment.

The Second Guidon of the

25th Light Dregoons. Sheet:
yellow with a silver fringe.
Centre: crimson. The facings
originally worn by the regiment
had been yellow, but they were
light grey by 1808. The regiment
was disbanded In 1819. Source:
actual Tlag.

the 1751 regulatons, now held in the National Army Musenm, cach
reproduction includes a white scroll designed for that purpose. i most
cases, howoever, the scroll has heen left blank.

The 1768 Regulations

The new regulations, contained in a Royal Warmant of 19 December
1768, 11:[_1&"&1-:':(1 many of the provisions of the previous issue, bat also
extended their scope and cleared up areas of ambiguity. For example,
the first article of the 1747 regulations, which had specified that ‘no
colonel is to put his Arms, Crest, Device, or Livery, on any part of the
Appointments of the Regiment under his Command’, was now applied
uncquivocally 1o the whole of the army. In 1747, it had appeared only in
the section dealing with the infanir.

For the fist tme, the
sz of the standards and
guidons was laid oul in
somne doetail. Standards were
w be 29ins long and 27ins
on the staff, excluding the
tringe, Guidons were 1o he
somewhat larger — 1lins
lomg to the cnd of the slit
of  the  swallow-tail, and
27ins on the sttt These
| dimensions were identical
2 : o those given for the

& guidons of the 1st Roval
, Dragoons in the 1740s and

| sugoest thar, in marters of
| size, the 1768 regulations
sitnply conlirmed  existing
e practice.  The  guidons
. carricd by the  newly
tormed regiments of light
I dragooms,  regulated  for

|
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the first time in 1768, were
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The Guidon of the Exeter
Volunteer Cavalry, ¢.1798. Sheet:
Blue with a gold fringe. Arms:
black [holst) and red (fy] with a
gold castle, on a shield edged In
gold. CGrest: & red lion wearing &
gold coronet and holding a silver
and gold orb. Wreath: gold, red
and black. Winged horses: white
with gold manes, wings and
hooves. Base: grey. Scrolls and
medalllon: all in gold with black
lettering. Source: Freeman, B.,
Yeomanry of Devon, 1794-1827
{London, 18527).

The Guidon of the Royal Bicton
Squadron, Royal 1st Devon
Yeomanry. The Royal Bicton
Troop was formed in 1800 and
bacame a sguadron of the newly
created regiment in 1802, it
continued to carry the same
standard, sultably altered. Sheet:
blue with a gold fringe. Centre: a
horse in silver, running over a
green mound. Scroll: crimson
with gold letters. Source:
Freeman, Yeomanry of Davon.

simply ‘to be of a smalle
siec’.

There is no mention
within the warranrt of the
lengih of the fringes. A
guidon made Tor the
Ist Dragoons in 1778
needed  three  vards  of
1¥in-wide lace. In the same
period, the finges on the
Mags of the Iorse Guards
and Roval Horse Guards
were, 4l SAimns, over twice
that widith.,

The staft or ‘lance’

carried by all regiments
excepl licht dragoons was
to be 91 long, including the findal and the ferrule. Again, the exact size
of the lances carried by light dragoon regiments was not speciticd. A
contemporary reatise, The Discipline of the Light Heorse, written v a
Captain Hinde and puoblished in 1978, states thar the staff tor lighe
dragoons was 80 long, inclusive of finial and ferrule, and that the
standard was 1o he 2{ins on the stafl. Hinde does not give any indication
of the length of the guidon; howevern assuming its length was in
proportion 1o its height, a measure ol somewhere in the region of 30ins
is most likelv. If Hinde can be maken to reflect contem pﬂI'FI,I:}' pracrice, it
wds not w last. By the 1Yth century there appears to have been hirde
dilference between the size of the guidons carried by lisht dragoons and
those of other dragoon regiments.

The descriptions of individual standards and guidons given in the
1768 regulations are almost identical 1o those of 1751 They do show,
however, some changes in the derall of badges and motoes. Fxora
provision had been made for the two regiments that recently had
received the subsidiary title of Prince of Wales's — the 3rd Dragoon

|.| by
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Cuards and the 12th Light Dragoons. Both were granted the full
prantoply of badges assaciated with Welsh regiments at this time. These
somprised not only the plume and coronet of the Prince of Wales, bur
also the rising sun and the red dragon, The plume and coromer, with the
motto foh dien, formed the central badge of the Sccond and Third
Staindard or Guidon: the rising sun and the red dragon appeared,
inistead of the regimental munber, inthe cartouches in the second and
third cormers ol the same [Jags, Both sun and dragon were roval badges,
1 he former dates from the fime of Richard 11, created Prince of Wales in
1476, The latter is said fist o have been used in Wales by Cadwaldr
Fendigaid ap Cadwallon, King of Gwiynedd, 654664 as a4 roval badge,
however, it dares only trom the reign of Henry VIL

Three further regiments had also heen granted badges — the 15th
Ring's Light Dragoons (the king’s cipher), the 16th Light Dragoons {the
gqueen’s cipher) and the 17th Light Dragoons (a death’s head). In
addition, mottocs had been granted 1o the 15th King's Light Dragoons
{ Emsdorff [or the battle of 1759}, the 16th (ueen’s Light Dragoons { Al
cursae, aut cominis armis for the campaign in Portagaly and the 1%th Lighe
Dragroons ( Cr glory),

Changes after 1768

None of these three sets of regulations discuss the scale at which flags
were o be issued o the cavalry, although surviving inspection retarns
suggest that many regiments carried one Nag per squadron of nwo
troops. This was t:é:‘lﬂi:ﬂ‘_i; the scale of issue proposcd by Gen, Humphrey
Bland in his Treatise of Military Discipline, published in 1727, The senior
ol the two troops carticd the flag, During time of war, when regiments
were increased in sive, this meant thar most regimoents carricd at least
three Mlags. This was cermainly the case, for example, al the end of the
Seven Years” War, during the War of American Independence, and later
during the wars against France. Some regiments carricd more: the st
Dragoon Guards had five sondards in 1804, and the 15th Light
Diragoons the same number of guidons in 1800; the Royal, 2nd and 6ih

The Guidon of the East Devon
Legion Yeomanry, c1B0DS5. The
unit was disbanded In 1827,
Bheet: crimaon with a silver
Tringe. Centre: a tower in gold
standing on a base in shades of
green. Scroll: blue with silver
lettering and edoes. Corner
ciphers: gold. Source: Freeman,
Yeomanry of Devon.
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The reverse of the standard of
the Freshwell Volunteer Cavalry
(Essax), c.1796. Sheet: crimson
with a gold fringe. Centre and
scroll: dark blue with gold
lettering. The reverse bears

the Royal clpher In the centre
and ‘God save [ the King' on the
scroll. When examined in 1819
the sheet was 32ins square,
excluding the fringe. Source:
Essex Review, April 1819,
pp.d41-48,

il TR I R R
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Dragoons were all carrving four regimental guidons ac around the same
fime. However, in times of peace when the regiments were reduced in
size, they would carry fewer, In the 1760k, and again in the 1780s, several
regiments of dragoon guards and dragoons had only two flags each,

- Betore 1770, inspecting general officers sometimes made reference
Lo the standards or guidons of the regiment which they were inspecting
in their report, Alter that date this was made compulsory, no doubr o
ensure compliance wirh the new regulations,

In 1788 the remaining regimentss of homse were converted intw
dragoon guards, but it is impossible w tell how many of them adopred
the practice of carrving a standard and a guidon. or how quickly they did
sa. The Sth Dragoon Guards (the fonner 2nd Horse) certainly did not
muke the change immediately, Their regimental history confirms the
the standards that had been presented in 1772 continued o be carried
until 1796, Only then did the regiment receive its firse issue of flags as
dragoon guards. Indeed, as late as 1300 (he inspection reports for these
new regiments continue to speak of ‘standards”, rather than ‘standards
and puidons’. However, this is by no means conclusive since the word
Slandard” was often used for any cavalry ag at this tme.

The vear 1801 saw two signiticant developments in flag design. The
Act of Uniom with Treland imposed changes in the composition of the
Union wreaths and badges. The roses of England and the thistles of
Scodand would in [uture be intertwined with an additgonal element, the
shamrocks of Ireland. Bartle honours, which were 10 become such an

| IIiI.':i!ilil.llrllll .

important foature of the fhags of the Britsh Army, were alsa introduced
on a wide scale for the fivst time. The first such honour, for the campaign
in Egvpt, was awarded to three regiments: the 11th, [2th and 230d Light
Dimagoons.

As regiments proliferated — a host of new units had been added w the
establishment since the beginning of the wars against France — the
problem of maintaining uniformity among their standards and guidons
became ever more acure. In 186, in an attempt to Impose some kind of
order. a new post was created. A member of the Gollege of Arms was
appointed as Inspector of Regimental Colours {(see glossary; he was,
nevertheless, responsible for all regimental flags including  cavalry
standards and guidons) whose duties were 10 ensure that all new Hags
conformed 1o regulations, At this period the Inspector’s remil was
confined to the regular army and did not inclode the auxiliary forces,
It was only in 1855 that it grew 1o cover the colours of the milita, and
it did not include those of the veomanty until the carly vears ol the
20th cenmury.

The Royal Standard (1) and a
Squadron Standard (2) of the
Royal North Devon Yeomanry,
¢.1831. (1) Sheet: crimson with
& gold fringe. Scroll: blue with
gold lettering and edge. (2]
Sheet: blus with a gold fringe.
Centre: crimson with a gold
cipher. Scroll: crimson with gold
letters. Source: Freeman,
Yeamanry of Devon.

| 13
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The Guiden of the Ringwood
Light Dragoons (Hampshire),
1B02. Sheet: buff. Centre:
crimson with gold embroidery.
Garter: blue with gold
embroidery. Carteuches: crimson
with gold cdges. Wreath: natural
colours. Scroll: white with gold
edges, black lettering. Source:
actual flag.

The first holder of the post was George Navler, Norfolk Herald (later
Sir George Nayler, Garter King of Arms), appointed on 4 June 1506, He
was succecded by William Woods, Norfolk Lerald (later Sir Willian
Woods, Garter King of Arms). on 11 November 1837, Woods was followed
in mirn by his son, Albert William Woods, Lancaster Ilerald (later
knighted and Garter in his mm), who was appointed on 28 July 1842,
Sir Albert Woods continued 1o occupy the post until his death in 1904,

The King's Regulations 1822

The King's Regulations of 1822 included the first printed regulations 1o
cover standards and guidons since the warrant of 1768, The text simply
repeats the instructions of its predecesson, the sole addinion enshrimng
the changes thar followed Union with Treland in 1801,

In rthe years following the end of the Napoleonic Wars infantry
colours were enhanced by the addidon, in the centre of the sheet, of a
crimson circler bearing the regiment’s subsidiary tidde. This measure also
appears to have been ‘extended to the cavalry, presumably ar the same
tme. llowever, the illusmrations in some regimental histories — Lo
example, Cannon on the 14th King's Light Dragoons or Pomeroy on the
Sth Dragoon Guards — show the circlet in use some vears earlier. It 1s
difficult 1o establish quite how reliable they might be. The feature is
included in the illustrations here, on the grounds that these books were
published closer o the lifetime’ of the flag in guestion, but not without
SOIIC reservation.

No turther official change in practice followed andl 1834, On 24 May
of that year, General Order 12 specificd that “the use of standards [sir
— another example of the inprecise use of this term, it should have read
‘guidons’| by light dragoon regiments shall be discontinued’, a decision
which affected nor only those units that retained Light Dragoon i their
regimental fitle, but also the regiments of hussars and lancers. As faras the
hussars were concerned, the decision may siinply have been a codification
of existing practice, for it is unlikely that they had carried their guidons

The Guidon of tha South
Hertfordshire Yeomanry,
presanted during the reign of
William IV, The plainness of the
decoration contrasts with the
damask sllk of the sheet. Sheet:
crimson. Lettering: yellow
embroidery. The other side, now
missing, may have borme a coat
of arms. Mo fringe. Size: 21ins on
the staff by 34ins long. Source:
Sainsbury, J.D., Hertfardshire
Yeomanry and Artillery Uniforms,
Arms and Eguipment, vol. 1
{Hertford, 1880).

on campaign since the Peninsular War and. indeed, they mayv have
stopped camying them altogether, Changing tactics had removed the
need for flags in action. Rather than forming waditional serried ranks,
the hussars now operated in a loose skirmish order, after the fashion of
the new ritle regiments. Under these new tacties their guidons no longer
brad a funcion as a rallving point, and at the same time worked against
concealment, Cerrainly, the TH2( inspection report for the 10th Hussars,
the Prince of Wales's darlings, records that their guidons had been
‘deposited at the Favilion, Brighton, when the regiment hecame Hussars’
¢in 1306, This may also he mue of the new regiments of Lancers, 1o
1821, it was veported that the guidons of the 16th had nol been carried
‘since thev hecame lancers’ {thar is, since 1816).

A further codificarion of existing practice followed in I837. From the
L he was appointed in 1806, applications [or new lMags could only he
made to the Inspector of Regimental Colours, via the Adjurant-General.
However, this procedure had never been formalised in pring, an
omnission that was recufied in the 1837 edition of the King's Regulations,

The 1844 Regulations
The 1844 regulations were contained within thar vear’s edition of the
Chieen’s Regulations. They included much more detall than previows
cditons, and introduced several changes. [n the first of these, the King’s
Standard or Guidaon hecame the ‘Roval’, while the Second became the
‘Regimental”. "King’s" had remained inouse up o this point, even though
Queen Victoria bad by then been on the throne for some seven vears.

Other provisions concerned rhe dragoon guards. Previous regulations
had always referred specifically to the standards and  goidons” of
the dragoon guards. Ilowever, the 1844 issue referred only m their
‘standards’; the size of the sheet was left unatfected, but the corners of
the stundards were henceforth ordered “w be square’. So, while it was not
expressly forbidden, the implication was clear — the dragoon guards were
na lomger to carry a standard and a guidon, but two starndards,

At the same lme changes were made in the shape of the remaining
cuidons, The simple slit shown in the 1751 warrane was stll in theory
current. practice, although some regiments of light dragoons had
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The standard of the Holkham
Yeomanry (Norfolk) presented in
1788 by Mrs Coke, the wife of
the C.0., st their home, Holkham
Hall. Sheet: yellow. Centre: a red
shield with a gold castle. Comer
badge: the Coke crest, a siiver
ostrich holding a gold horseshoe
in It3 mowth, standing on a
wreath of red, blue and white.
Motto: that of the Coke family

= ‘Prudente qul patiens’ - black
Iettering on silver. Source;
Harvey, Norfolk Yeomanry
Cavalry.

adopled a guidon in a pointed swallow-tail snle. However, in 1844 a
definitive amendment was made. The tails of the guidons were now
defined as ‘rounded off at twelve inches distance [rom the end of the
Flag™, thus giving them their current shape.

The 1844 issue also aliered the mles governing the placement of
batle honours on the Mag, Untl then it was the custom 1o place bartle
honours on all the flags of each regiment. Under the revised regulations
they were now ro be placed only on the Regimental Stndard or Guidon.

The 1858 Regulations
The 1858 regulations incorporated a significant change o the (Mags
carried by cavalry regiments. A new measure, given roval approval in
August of that vear, stipulated that in future they were 1o carry only one
fag, 1o be called the Roval, or First, Standard or Guidon. Instead of the
Union badge this flag was to bear the authorised hadge, moto and
honours of the regiment, all on a crimson sheet. The cartouches in the
second and third comers were stll w bear the “Rank of the Roegiment”,
bur rhis would now be on a field in the colour of the regimental facings
instead of the original crimson. The cords and tassels were o be crimson
and gold wixed, and the stafl was o have an overall length of Gt

‘The regulations also prescribed a change to the finial of the infantry
colours, replacing the spearhead with the Roval Crest of England, a
standing lion on 4 crown. Nao specific reference was made o the cavalry
in connection with this measure; indeed, the regulations continue o
refer w a spearhead finial with regard o this arm of the servdce unrl
1868, However, it seems likely that this was simply an administrative

Finials. A number of different
patterns were usad during this
period: [1) the most common;
{2) 23rd Light Dragoons, 1816;
{3) 19th Light Dragoons, 1805;

and (4) Royal Scots Greys, 1848.
All were replaced by (5) in 1855,

oversight, and that new finials were supplicd to both infantry and cavalry
regiments ar the same tme.

The final regulaton of this period, introduced in 18
small changes to the standards of the dragoon guards. The first of these
increased the length of the sheet, from 201 5ins 1o 2t Gins; the second
reduced the length of the sl Trom 9t o 8ft Gins. The guidons of the
dragoons were unaffecred.

7

3, offected pwo

CARRYING STANDARDS

For most of the 18th cenmiry, each regiment entrusted its flags o the care
of an officer with the rank of cormer. The standard or guidon was normally
carried in the vight hand; a long rectangular bracker attached o the stadf
was clipped 1w ihe standard helr, which was then patssed over the left
shoulder. AL a later date, normal practice wounld be
o place the butt-end of the staft into a “bucket’,
attached o the stirrug; inthe middle of the 18th
century, however, it was more usual o tie the staft

o the leg, This was to ensure that, even il the
cornet were wounded, the standard isell would he
recoverable, and unlikely o (all into enemy hands.
The belt was to he of the same colour as twe facings

4 A
i of the regiment, cdged with the same lace as thar
wortt o its saddlecloths and housings.
A Since the cornets were the most junior of the

regiment’s officers, they were almaost inevitably the:

voungest and the least robust. It must have been
i exrremelv difficult for these sometimes very voung
men to handle the standard as well as their horse,
particwlarly in the heat of action when the cornet
needed to be able to draw his sword in order to
defend himsell, The experience of the cavalry in
the campaigns against the French in the Low
Countries in 179395, particularly the vicrorious
engagements at Beaumont and Willems, must have provoked some
concern at Iorse Guards, and the Board of General Officers commented
on the problem in a report to the king:

‘Standards’, they began, ‘have ever heen held by all nations in the
greatest veneration, and the preservation and delence of them
constituted a point of much importance, the loss of them in action a
disprace and a great trophy o the enemy that captures them, In many
services chosen men are appointed standard bearers which 1s looked
upon as an honourable station and a reward for merir in the British
services Lhe standards are consigned to the care of young cornets, who
from their youth may not have either bodily strength or safficient
experience to defend the charge committed to their care. On this
consideration we most humbly... recommend that standard hearers
chosen from the non-commissioned officers whose tried courage and
atlachment w Your Majestv’s service entitle them o the preference
mav be appointed to Your Majesty's regiments of cavalry with such
additional pay as shall be judged adequare.”
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The Guidon of the Wollaton Troop
of Yeomanry, Nottinghamshire,
1817, The Troop was raised in
1817, and this standard was
presented at Aspley Hall, by Mrs
Willoughby, the wife of the
Colonel. Sheet: dark blue with a
gold fringe. Centre, garter and
scroll: crimson with gold letters,
with a reverse in buff. Note that
oniy one cartouche appears on
the flag. Source: Fellows, G. and
Freeman, B., Mistorical Records
of the South Notts Hussars
Yeomanry, 1794-1924 (Aldershot,
1828).
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This proposal reccived roval approval in May 1796, when it was
sfipnlated rhar standards showld henceforth be carmied by Ssteady’ non-
commissioned officers. Any special rank or appointment for the
standard-bearer was apparcntly considered unnecessary. Without any
tormmal recommendation  regacding his rank, the exact definition of
steadiness” must have varied from regiment 1o regiment. The position was
evenmally clarified in an order from Homse (aerds dared 30 Novemnber
1822, which stated that in fiure standards were o be curied by troop
sergeanl-majors only.

Standards on service

Standards and guidons were normally kepr ‘cased’, that is within
a4 rroen haize or oilskin case, which fitted over the finial of rhe
stall and enclosed the whole of the sheet, Thev were uncased when
in action, or when paving compliments. When two regiments met
on the march, the junior corps was supposed o halt untl the senior
ane had passcd. Troops withour standards were o pay compliments
ter troops with standards, whether senior or nor During  this
briet ceremony the standards were uncased and officers saluted
wirh their swords.

On parade, the standard bearcer was placed between the two troops
of the squadron. When the regiment was drawn up in close order the
standard bearer was placed in advance of the front rank, slighdy
behind the squurdron commander,

Throughout the [8th cenwry it had been normal practice [or cavalry
regiments to carry their standards and gnidons on actve  service.
However, from the beginning of the b century this became
increasingly rarve, The case of the hussars and lancers has al ready been
discussed, bur it scems likely thar other clemens of the cavalry also
began w leave their Hags behind them when they were called ino the
field. Few, il anv, ol the cavalry regiments that served in the Peninsula
took their flags with them on campaign, Some, like the Srd Dragoon
Guards and the Roval Dragoons, had lelt their siandards at home;
others, like the 4th Dragoon Guards, whose standards were “lefr aboard
the Admiral’s ship’, stored them wemporarily in Lishon.

This probably remained the situation as far as cavalry regimenis were
concerned unl the end of the Napoleonic Wars, although some evidence
sugwesls that maters were far from clear cul In 1215 the three squadrons
of the King's Dwagoon CGuards earmarked for service abroad were
remitided o ke thoir standards with theo. Yoo one of William Siborme’s
correspotdents, Col, Clarke kennedy of the st Rowal Dragoons, in writing
of the Uniom Brigade of the 1sr, 2nd and fith Dragoons, wamed the his
toran of Waterloo, *Please to recollect that none of the brigade wok their
standards into the Oeld, they were left at home by arder.” The case of the
Ist Lite Guards provides another example of this confusion. Their
standards were brought oot from Eneland in April 1815, bul were
returned to the depot belore the campaign had really begun. Nor do they
appear 10 have been sent out again, oven dunng the oconpation of France,

The Guidon of the Wollaton
Troop, South Nottinghamshire
Yeomanry, The former
independent Wellaten Troop
became part of the Southern
Regiment of Notts Yeomanry

in July 1826. This guidon was
presented c.1840. Sheet: dark
blue with a gold cipher and silver
oak sprays. Scrolls: dark blue
with gold lettering and edging.
Source: Fellows and Freeman,
Sowth Notts Hussars Yeomanry.
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A Troop Guiden of the
Staffordshire Yeomanry,
presented on 1 Detober 1835 by
the Duchess of Sutherland and
others. Sheet: white with a gold
fringe. Centre: blue guilted silk
with a silver bullion Staffordshire
knot, surrounded by a crimson
circlet embroidered in gold.
Wreath: embroidered in shades
of green. Crown: gold with
crimson cushions.

Sowrce: actual flag.

Supply and costs

Although successive reforms had done much o reduce the influence of
the regimental colonel over the clothing and equipment of his regiment,
he nevertheless remained responsible for providing the standards or
guidons out of his own pocket unil 1857, Only then was their supply
tfinally taken over by the War CHlice.

Each flag, whether standard or guidon, wias made from two pleces of

silk. The devices prescribed by regulaton were cimbroidered onto cach
piece, and the two pieces were stitched together. A [ringe was then
atlded, cither stitched o the flag or inat least one case, held on with
haoks and eves, Increasingly, lisht dragoon regiments appear o bave
adopted  painted rather than embroidered guidons, although no
mention of any such change ever appeared in regulations. These were
certainly lighter 1o carry, since the regimental devices could easily be
painted on horh sides of the same piece of silk.

The sheet was attached w the siaft by a tghtly fitred sleeve, 4 mbe of

silk backed by canvas or similar sull, hard-wearing clovh, During the 19th
century the weight of the embroidery meanrt rhar some extra measures
had to be aken w keep the sheetat the top of the st The cords and
tassels, previously merely ornamental, were now o be passed through a
reinforced hole in the upper comer of the sheet, and then through a
ring under the finial iself.

The cost of standards and guidons could vary considerably; prices
certaindy went up and down over fime in ine with the cost of labour and
raw materials, A standard and guidon made up for the Horse Grenadier
Guards during the 1770s cost £27 10s the pair; their replacements,
ordercd in 1783, cost only £25 (around 2000 ar 2000 prices - by
comparison, a skilled workman could earn up 1o £1 a week at this tme).

Morcover, despite artempts o standardise their design, the quality of

the coth and decoration used was still susceptible o influence by
the individual colonel, For example, the 1801 issue of flags o the
tth Dragoons was heavily
cimbroidered on CXpUTISIVEe
damask silk instead of (he
plain silk called for by the
resulations,

Prices were also depen-
dent on the  rechnical
difficulty and richness of the
work  required.  This s
clearly shown by a detailed
breakdown of the costs
involved In supplying a new
guiton o the 1st Dragoons
in 1778, The Mag cost £1 for
the slk, £15 4s for the
embroidery, £5 75 10d for
gold lace, fringe, cords and
tassels, 19 for  making
up and adding the fringe,
£2 18s for the smft, and
I a further ¥ for the case.

The embroidery alone thus

. accounted Lor almost two
S thirds of the toral cost.
o In addition the price
could be determined by the
- type of decoraton uscd
_ In 1764, the 3rd lorse
gt received two standards ar
{_ a cost of £1H 16s 11d cach.
e Around the same time,
.. the [2th Light Dragooms
received  a  standard  as
~n | furnished 1o the 14ih
e ais Dragoons’, at a cost of only
£13 145 6d, plus a further
115 4¥4d [or the stall and 10s

The Guidon of the York Volunteer
Cavalry. Sheet: now rather Taded,
its original colour seems to have
been a purplizsh mid-blue. Arms:
arms of the city of York; white, a
red cross bearing five gold lions;
the cross and shield both edged
in gold. Scrolls: crimson with
gold lettering and white cdges,
with reverses in white, crimson
and brown. Centre: a palm tree
embroidered in natural shades of
green, with rose stems in green
with white flowers. The flag may
hawve had 8 fringe; if 5o it is now
lost. The unit was raised in 1798
and disbanded in 1802. Source:
actual flag.

for the case. Since the light
dragoons carried  painted
rather than embroidered guidons, this may well account Tor their Tower
cost. Fven then the amount of painted detail could vary; the Third
Squadron Guidon of the Hith Light Dragoons (Hussars), ssued around
1820} (see Plare HY), displavs a particubarly rich and detailed wreath.

Belts were also embroidered. and once again the cost varied

according o the richness of the work. The belt that accompanied the
778 guidom of the Roval Dragoons cost only £1 bs, plus anorher 3s for

its green batze case, A belt made for the 9th Diragoons cost £3 175 1d, vet

another bought lor the same regiment cost exactly twice as much,

The number of years that a standard might be expected o remain in
use was dictated largely by the activities of the regiment during its
lifetime and could vary widely. Standards often became worn out during
service abroad cven if they were never aken out on campaign. The
inspection returns [requenty give the date when the standards entered
and left service. The Queen’s Dragoon Guards, for example, replaced
their standards of 1734 in 1764, The 3rd Diragoon Guards replaced those
issued in 1755 in 1763; this issue was replaced inits tarn in 1769, but the
latter was snll in use in 1779 The standards issued 1o the 2nd Horse in
1750 were stll in use in 1768, and may have lasted a further four vears
besides, In 1804, the lst Dragoons still had two guidons of 1771 in
service, alomgside rvo of 17935; all had recently been repaired and altered
tollowing the Act of Union with Treland in 1801,

The Army Clothing Regulations of 1857 specilied that, under
ordinary circumstances whilst on home service, standards shonabd last for
20 5-'(:;{1'5;_ It was understond thar on foreign stations the climatle and ype
of service involved might reduce this somewhat, but it was made clear
nevertheless that the 20-vear minimam must be respected as far as
possible. Where standards failed to Last the full wrm, a Board ol Survey
was appointed to examine them and report on the circomstances nnder
which they had become unserviceable, Repairs to dumaged standards
and guidons were o he carried our by the regiment, which could then
reclaim the expense involved, In 1881 a slight variation in procedore was
introduced, in that regiments first had o obtin perimssion for the
repair from the Dhrector of Clothing.
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One of the twe Guidons of the
Yorkshire Wolds Yeomanry
Cavalry (East Riding of
Yorkshire), originally raised

in 1788, re-ralsed after the
Peace of Amienz. The unit was
disbanded in 1808. Sheet: dark
grean with a gold fringe and
lettering. The second guidon was
similar, but bore the motto ‘Our-
God / Our-Country. / And. /
Our-King.' Source: actual flag.

The richness and conditon ot ies standards must surely have reflected
on the prestge of the regiment, and thus of its colonel, and some
commanding officers were clearly willing 10 go o extra CXPETSE [0
secure this, Ohhers, however, were unconcerned, permitting their flags
o decay to little more than rags before replacing them. In 1776 wo
guidons of the 10th Dragoons, presented only in 1769, were in such a
dilapidated condition that the inspecting officer commented, “the King's
standard [sic] may last another vear; the sccond standard in rags and hall
Blown away; standard belts much worse, and look shably’

Since the colonel of the regiment had enstomarily paid for s
standards out of his own pocket, any unserviceable standard was deemed
to be his property. This longstanding tradition was slow w dic out. Even
after 1857, when the state had begun to priwide regimental standards and
they could therefore be considered as govermment property, the Clothing
Repulatons of 1881 (para. 5200 lwid down that ‘unserviceable colours,
standards or guidons will, when replaced, be disposed of as the OfMicer
Commanding the Regiment may deem it Indeed, as Late as 1896 an old
standard of the 15t King's Dragroon Guards was presented o their coloneld,
Emperor Franz Joseph of Austria. Only with the Clothing Regulations of
TRE was the disposal of old flags finally removed [rom the discretion of
the colonel; in futare, the regulations specified thar he would be required
to deposit them in some church or ather public building”

This somewhat dismissive approach is perhaps wpical of cavabry
attitudes in general. Considering the high value they placed on captured
enemy standards as prives, it is remarkable how linde attention was
devored by cavalry regiments to their own flags. Standards do not appear
to have been consecrated when new, and there are no records of any
particular ceremony associated with their presentaton. They ﬁhnplgx
appear to have been laken into regimental service without any further
comment. Such apparent indifference shows a marked contmst
attitudes prevalent in the infantry, where the presentation of new colours
was i major event in the regimental vear

BADGES AND HONOURS

Cavalry regiments had long been honoured by the Crown lor owstanding
wallanury in the field and/or for particular services o the roval house.
Sometimes these honours took the Torm of a subsidiary title such as the
“The Kings" or the “The King's Own’. On other occasions a regiment
would receive a special badge, hased on those of the royal family, which
could then be displayed on its standards and gnidons,

The first badge of this tvpe was granted by King William T He
awarded a representation of his family arms and the maotto Viruldiy
Namatreensis praeminm ( The reward lor valour at Namur) o an infantry
regiment {Hamilton's, later the 18th Foot) for gallanuy at the siege of
Namur in 1695, However, it was the succeeding Hanoverian monarchs
who took up the idea and increased irs use. Badges of this kind were
certainly not a normal feamire of the Hanoverian army; uniil the period
of the Napoleonic invasion of 1804 their standards and colowrs tended
o display rather old-fashioned allegorical scenes, Perhaps they were
comsidered unnecessary in a state where, as Llector, the Hanoverian king
exercised ahsolure powern In the more diverse constitntional wonarchy
of Grear Britain, where the regimenrs were raised by individuals on
boehalt of the Crown, awarding roval badges can be seen as part of the
drive 1o emphasise the duties of the regiment towards the sovereign and
reinforce lovalty 1o the person of the king.

Receipt of these badges, collectively described in the 1737 regulations
as ‘Roval and Ancient’, was intended as a special reward for the services
of the regiment. During the 18th century they were granted only rarely,
tut their number incressed during, and in the aftermath of, the
Napoleonic Wars, By the beginning of the 19th
century, however, it had become unusual 1o

Cavalry Battle Honours: Napoleonic
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reward a cavalry regiment for distinguished
service with a roval hadge. Instead, the grants of
this perind combined badge and battle honour,
like the sphinx and Fgift or the clephant and
Assaye, These were the ovenitual successors o the
firse excmple of a badge of this vpe, the trophy of
arms and name Fmidorff commemorating the
baule of Fmsdort and granted 1o the 15th Light
Diragoons in 1739, The full Tist of badges awarded
tor cavaliy regiments between 1747 and 1881 can
be found in the accompanying 1ables.

The 18th cenwiry practice had been for a
regiment 0 be honowred on an individual basis,
and the earlicst award combining badge and baude
honour, Ewsderff, stood firmly in this wadition.
FHowever, change was on the way, The govermment
began to award honours o all the reghments
proseitata particalar action. Then the Napaoleonic
Wars played a dedsive role in determining future
developments. The sheer durarion of the conflict,
the huge increase in the number of regiments
involved and the sheer number of banles and

CTIEAECIenis fought demanded a pew way of | 23



distinguishing regiments for exceptionally meritorious service. Therce
were just too many battles and oo many regiments deserving of reward
tor hadges alone 1o be sulficient. Increasingly the bactle honour was nsed
instead, Hencetorth, cach regiment wonld hear on its Qag the name of
the battle or campaign in which it had camed some distinetion. The
carlicst examples can be found in the awards that combined
Both bacle honooar and badge, bur verv soon the name of the action
stonod alone,

Ihe first barle or campaign 10 be granted o more than one
regiment had been awarded in 1784 for the siege of Gibraltar, an action
in which no cavalry regiment bad taken part. For their first general
award the cavalry had to wair until the campaign against the French in
Egvpt in 1501, The honour consisted of o badge depicting a sphinx lving
om a plinth, together with the word Egygd, surrounded by a lanrel wreath,
and was granted o the 1th, 12th and 23rd Light Dragoons.

The next 13 vears saw a continnous snecession of barrles, Fyen alier
the end of the Napoleonic Wars, British regiments continued o find
themselves engaged in campaigns in Africa and India, and the list of
hartles and campaigns honoured continued o grow. A full lise of the
honours granted o cavalry regiments between 1747 and 1881 can be
found in the accompanying tables. Note thar regiments — light dragoons,
hussars and lancers — which had ceased o carry guidons in 1834
continned to receive battle honours, These were borne on regimental
appeinunents, such as the sabretache, or on the banners hung on the
regiment’s kertledrmims, .

Frior to the 1840s only a handiul of batde honours were the subject
of an immediate grant; Lgypt, Peninsula and Waterloo were the most
notable. Instead, the regimental coloncls were obliged o lobhy for
honours with Horse Guards. As in the case of expenditure on new
standards, some colonels felt more keenly the obligations of prestige and
battled harder than others, Indeed, some continucd to lobhby for vears

The Guidon of the Grimston
Yeomanry (East Riding of
Yorkshire), 1804, Sheet: buff with
gold fringe. Centre: crimson with
gold embroidery. Garter and
scroll: blue with gold embroidery.
Source: Crown Imperial, March
1983, p.29.

after a batle wok place. The honour for Virtoria was awarded 1o seven
regiments over a period of fourteen vears as successive colonels awoke 1o
the possibilities. The Royal Dragoons and the Royal Scors Greys, who
captured French eagles ar Waterloo in 1815, did not receive their eagle
badges until 1838, 235 vears later, while the honour for the bartle of the
Dours was granted o the 1rh Light Dragoons almost 30 vears after the
event. Perhaps to avoid this unscemly jostling, from the tmne of the Sikh
Wars onwards Homse Guards simply granted  battdle honours o the
regiments taking part, removing the need for individual applications,

Despite their long wait, the regiments discusscd above can stll he
considered fortunate, The general principle adopted by Horse Guards
in the face of regimental lohbying was w0 wy to refuse as many requests
as possible, on the grounds that the more rarely such honours were
awarded, the more valuable they became as distinetions. The system of
inspection by a member of the College of Arms, introduced in L&06G, was
used (o question every device on a regiment’s standards. The onus then
Ly on that regiment 1o prove it cladms,

The office of the Commuander-in-Chiel” possessed a number of

arguments that it could and did deploy to reject applications for hadges
and honours. They could be mumaed down on the grounds that no
honour could be granted if no medal had been issued for the battle
in guestion. In July 1838, lor example, the
I1th Light Dragoons were refused the honour
El Bodon (25 Seprember 18110 for exactly rhis
reason. although its application for the honow
Salamanca, for which a clasp to the General
Service Medal was issued, was granted, Some were
refused on the grounds that the services rendered !

by the reriment were insuthicicnily arducus’ o
merilt such a distinction; others, bhecanse the
regiment had failed to make its application
through the general officer commanding on the
day the engagement took place. Most commaonly
they were denied becavse oo much tme had
clapsed between dare of the acton in question
and the date of the application,

This ‘passage of time’ argument gradually
colesced 1o produce two rulings delining a
date hefore which no grant of honours could
be considered, These dures were complerely
arbitrary, In 15241, for cxample, regiments were
told that it would be impossible to consider a
grant of additional honours for any aclion prior to
1793, In 1846 this ruling was relaxed somcowlial,
but remained no less capricions; in future,
honours would not be countenanced for any
action prior to the baule of Minden in 1759,
Inevitubly this produced a number of injustices,
which allected in particular the senior regiments
of the army. For example, the campaigns of the
Duke of Marlborough, one of the Britsh Army's
greatest generils, woere not celebrated inoany way;
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at the same time, honours commemorating other actions, relatvely
minor by the sandards of 1704, were awarded on 2 much more liberal
buasis. Pressure o introduce a more equitable distribution of hononurs
resulted in the formaton of a commitee chaired by Maj, Gen. Sir
Archibald Alison. Alison’s committee did not report until 1882, and so
lies just ontside the scope of the present work. It cermainly addressed
aumber of grievances; honours for Marborough's victaries, for
Dettingen and for Wolfe's triumph at Quebec were all granted at this
tme. But by no means all the remaining anomalies were corrected, and
a second commitree had 1o be appointed in 1909,

Older devices, particularly mouoes, could also be refused becanse
theyv had not appeared in previons regulations. In Angust 1838 the 1th
Light Dragoons, refused the honour El Bodon a month proeviously, were
unhucky again, this tme over the matter of a motto, Mofes comifonere. The
regiment had apparently been using this motlo for some time; it had,
they claimed, appeared on a guidon of ¢.1795, whilst the colonel of the

Badges of the Cavalry Regiments, 1747-1881

15t King's Dragoon Guards The royal ciphes witii e Garer I
2nd Queen’s Dragoon Guards 7he ciphcr GARS within the Garer iths was Lhe ciphar of Creety Carodre, wile of King George Il whiowas |
quesert in 1TET wien T rogiment received its subisdiang
3rd Prince of Wales's Dragoon Guards | he Shnes of 1 e wilh, i one comes 3 20 s=ing roen bebind cloods, v aoihor & red
dragon; with the metio doh dier: (] sane).
| 4th Royal Irish Dragoon Guards The slar o L O o Pamick ard a harp and crown (ion B P2t
| 5th Dragoon Guards 1he cipter of Pricess Chartothe af Wk ion receiving her name as a sutsidiany 1'-'.I:'-..i"| 1804, wsod unli 1838; he
I metn Yesiioe dola reirorsum (ot 3 2 verddlin-use by 108E e sedimant usad s hadge of a runining whiits borss betwann 106
| 50
! raf; & Franchseagle, reprascating thel captired 2t Wareioo (T88); and the mnto Spactamur i
1 agero (We are judoed by oor deeds) s in 1506,
2nd Reyal North British Dragoons 2 1 e O S Arddrew, which hases the malle Nemo mme moune Eoessi I
{Mo-cre hams-me with ooy gl= o |
Srd King's Own Dragoons A gallapag whie Borss wifie tha Samer with the rollo 7 vt i erdship bas oa temmes); :
dcordng to the regemantal hisitory, This granted 10 canunermarate the battie of Sharitrair 511715, |
Sth Royal Irish Dragoons & goid ham unclor o srser.
Gth Inniskilling Dragoons & cusle on g bus orcle (the caslle of Enpiskilen, wheee the resginnienl was raised).
Tth Queen's Own Dragoons Tha oither SARA wilhin the Garer (2= 2nd O06E abover,
Bth Hussars A hamp and Crow, wilh the moths Pastin s rreriares (Mindfis of our ancicod waloun, uss confimred In 1825, bul acconding
|- intheregiment 0 use by iz naf in gither the 1757 nor 1ha 1768 Warranis, Bul miay have e o =
| d_ui'@; Ihex War of the Spani aince the ather regimicnl wilh oot the Pncl ool was prasant an the samic CaTIEInn.
| 11th Light Dragoons & schinx and Sgpat (151548 10 corresimorase that of Pk
| 12t Light Dragoons The Prnce of Walss's plumes, with the mollo 4 ok, on rensiving the subsic awry itk 'Prince of Wales's' (1 756];
| & =phinxand Egyot (1802] o commemonate thal campeaic.
| 14th Light Dragoons A s caghe, Qi recehing the subaidary tille ‘Duchess of York's Cwen' (3 798 ha riyst crest, an recivireg L
subisidiary fithe ‘King's' (18 I
| 15th Light Dragoons When 13 Aoabiv e bedoe of 2 stan and & while buckhonnd. with the mclio The swil, the vighant ang g |
IPex iatter certainly appoared on the regiment’s drume; a troply of 2ems and the name G, b commemansts the Gatte of I
{17050 the 1768 Warrant omits the tropey, and gives the mafto as corlf. Hinck's SNsciing of the Liohil Horss states the matta 12 be
Poratimin Emadartt; Meretimor (Wa will desane four Popors]) was confimned as the rogirmerslal motto in 1856,
16th Light Dragoons The ousen’s cipner the letter O, doubied and sovorsed — he cpher of Cusen Charlolie, e wits of King Gearme L
wirllt the maftn Aut Govsy, aul corminus amnis (Bther ot the charge, or hand-So-hand) (1 7861, on receiving rhe subsidiony ke ‘Ousans’, for
the campalgnin Portugal, 1752
| 17th Light Dragoons & dealh's hoad with the matta O glory @21 763), allsgedly 1o comimerarale he cesth of Gen. dames Wolle (e
Mt s fogyested by the fimt colone of the regrent, Gan. Jahn Hale, who frad broughs the mews ol Wi dathy 1o anﬂr,r:. fraim
|- Canada in 1758,
| 18th Light Dragoons An elephant and Assaee (1807), for the batle of 180G,
20th Light Dragoons From o 10 18 ubsidiary thie "Jamaica’, ard from 1787 hong the Badge of 2n aligstor on #8 helingts,
| butitisng know whelber e use was extended Lo the eorment's gudons
' Z3rd Light Dragoons A spfrm and St (1802, to commomorale hal campsign, |
| 24th Light Dragoons An glaphst an wioostan (1808], for senvics i Indiz, copocidy al Alvghedrand 3t Dalhi, 1803, :
| 25th Light Dragoons An slapranl and Laswarss [1808), 1o commimunales ihat harls, {
|

The Guidon of the
Carmarthenshire Yeomantry
Cavalry, presented by Lady
Dynevor on 17 September 1304,
Bheet: scarlet with a gold fringe.
Cantre: the Prince of Wales's
plumes in silver within a gold
coronet. Motto scroll: blug with
gold decorations. Main scroll: the
motte Dros ein brenin a'n gwiad
{For King and country) in black
lettering on silvery blue.
RMoverse: gold letters within a
gold ring. Source: Crown
tmperial, March 1983, p.34.

regiment, Lord Cardigan, asserted in his submission 1o the War Oifice
that the 11th had bome since it was raised o L7156,
Nevertheless, the Commander-in-Chief rejecred Cardigan's request,
refusing to recomumend for roval approval any badge or motio not |
recopnised i the 17531 or 1768 Warrants, '
Inn 1844 the 1st Roval Dragoons was discovered to be using the motto
Spectemur agendo on their guidons, and, like the 1lth, was asked o

the oo

support their claim. The motto was certainly o be found on the
regimental Mags by 1807, as the return of that year shows, but it proved
impossible to trace any document authorising its adoption. The regiment
;1r1.1r1upu_'i.l o support irs case with a number of doubtful asscrions, Tt
claimed that the motto had been ‘inadvertently omitted” from both the
1751 and the 1768 Reg-
ulations. Then it soughe
some Listorical justificaron,
[ maintaining  that this was
| the motte of the 3ed Duke
| of Marlborough, colomel of

the regiment in 1739, lis

supposed omission o the
[rom
the T'('I:Ellli{LiUll":
is inhercody implausible,

(ARTRIARE] AU STV

pssnes of

since personal mottoes of
| this mpe were specilically
| prohibited  alter 1747,
and it is extremely unlikely
that a ‘Roval’ regiment
wondld bewr the morro ot a
commoner. The regiment
continued o press its claim,
_ however, and despite the
i lack of evidence a formal
grant wis tinally made in
1556,

i can he scen, there-
fore, that refusal on these
groutids was not anromearic,

The

somality

per-
infMience

interplay  of
and
must surely have pl;iyr.::{ 1ls
part in determining the
outcome of the lobbying
process. In this case, the
regiment made 1S initial
{ application at a fime when
| the Duke of Wellinglon
[ was Commander-in-Chief,
E but eventually succceded
during  rhe
hix successorn,
of Camhbridge.

tenure ol
the Thke
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The Guidon of the Castlemartin
Yeomanry {(Pembrokeshire), with
its unique battle honour,
Fishguard. Bheet: light blue with
a silver fringe. Centre: silver
plumes within a geld coronet.
Motto scroll: dark blue and gold.
Other scrolls: edges and lettering
embroidered in silver directly
onto the sheet. Source: Jones,
E.H.B., The Last Invasion of
Britain {Cardiff, 1950).

THE YEOMANRY

Oniher monnted nnits, collectively known as the veomanry, supplemented
the cavalry regiments of the regular army, These veomanry regiments
were raised in response w the French invasion scave of 1794 1o add o the
auxiliary torces available for callow in fdmes of war or civil unrest
However, they fonmed somerthing of an administratve anomaly, in that
thev did not come under the full dme conorol of the War Office. During
tumes of peace they were the respousibility of the Home Office,
acting through the lord liewrenant of each county; only once war had
been declared did that responsibility pass 1o the War Oflice. This may
help o explain why so many of their standards failed to conform (o
the regulations which covered the standards and guidons of the
regular cavalry.

Many veomnanty units carried standards that bore the arms of a local
dignitary, a practice expressly forbidden 1o the regiments of the regular
arty since 1717 However, the yeomanmy was composed of local
regiments, which set some pride on being locally maised and officered.
They frequently owed their origins to the gencrosity of a local
landowner; ensuring that their standards bore the coat of arms of their
benelactor repaid his actions and conflirmed his leading position within
the community, Indeed, some regiments wok this one sage further by
recording the name of the donor on the sheet, The gﬁidun of the
Ringwood Light Dragoons of 1802 bore an cmbroidered inscription (o
this effec; and the standard presented 1o Prince Albert’s Own Nortolk
Yeomanty in 1843 bore scrolls inscribed ‘Presented by the Right LHon.
Lord Wodehouse' and “1845°,

Other units, like the Yarmouth Voluneeer Cavalry (sce the notes o
Plate 12}, bore the coat of arms of the local borongh. However, civic
heraldry al this tme was litde developed and did not extend bevond the
borongh rowns, There were fow county arms as such {county councils
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were not created until 18841, and few counties possessed any other kind
af distinet svmbol. One that did was the county of Kent, and use of the
white harse was widespread amongst regiments raised in that area. Tr did
1o harm that the white horse. cven if depicted differenty, was also the
badge of the Hanoverian dyvnasry. Some units used the arms ol the
county town to symbolise the county as a whole. The Trovincial
Standard’ of the Tst West Kiding Yeomanry carried the arms of the ciy
of York, even though the regiment was raised in the Doncaster area and
had no conmection with the city.

Yet others — for example, the North Devon Yeomanry, the Freshwell
Cavalry and the Loyal Lincoln Rangers {on the Royal Standard only) -
used some patriotic symbol such as the royal cipher or coat of arms. This
would be accompanicd by a suitable maotto; Pro ars e forts (For Lhiearths
and homes) was among the most popular, Welsh units made frequent
use of the Prince of Wales's feathers and coronet, no matter where in the
principality they were raised, Some, like the Denbighshive Yeomanry and
the Wrexham Yeomanry, went even further and adopted the red dragon
as a corner badge instead of the running white horse.

While the symbol most widely used by Welsh regiments 1o indicare
their nationality was a creation of their English overlords, Scottish
regiments could and did draw upon an emblemaric vocabulary
indigenons to their native land. Saint Andrew, for example, figured on
the Second Standard of the Ayrshire Yeomanry, presented in 1829, The
thistle was also displayed prominenty. The guidon of the Royal
Midlothian Volunteer Cavaly bore a wreath of thistles on one side and
the Scotlsh version of the I'L;I‘__t'::ll coat of ars on the other, The guidon
of the Tranent Troop, East Lothian Yeomanry Cavalry gave the roval
cipher a Scottish twist; it was surrounded by the customary rthistle anud
rose, bul these were reversed from their nsual positions, giving greater
prominence to the thistle which now lay closest ro the hiotst. But Scottish
veomanry could [ollow the sovle set by their English counterparts as will,
The 1829 standards of the _-'1:.:1'Shirf' Yeomanry bore the arms of the three

The Third Guidon of the Princess
Rayal’s Own Light Dragoons,
ralzed in Scotland in 1795 and
disbanded in 1800, Sheet: green
silk with a gold fringe. Cipher:
gold. At one time, the sheet had
the figure 3 In ‘a small medallion’
below the cipher, but this had
disappearad by the time the flag
wias photographed. Source:
JSAHR, vol. 27, p.B3.
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Actual flag, and sketch: the Actual flag, and sketch: the | |

gold. Note the use of the
Scottish version of the Royal
arms, with the Scottish

and English arms reversed,
and the Scottish Royal
crest-beast and motto,
(Photo: Trustees of the
National Museums of
Scotland)

Guldon of the Royal reverse of the same flag. .=-_. T I -.mnl-l-l.l-.-l-‘r..",—l m

Midlothian Volunteer Decorations: all

Cavalry. Sheet: dark blue ambroidered in golden

with a gold fringe. Centre: a yellow. Motto: black.

lion embroldered in shades Regimental name: gold.

of red. Screll: golden yellow {Photo: Trustees of the .
with black letters. Main Hational Museums of |
Iettering: embroidersd in Scotland) !
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The Guidon of the Royal Glin
Hussars, ¢.1776. Sheet: light
green with & gold fringe on all
four sidas. Wreath: dark green
around a harp and crewn in gold.
Ribbon: dark green edged in a
lighter shade. Scrolls: white
edged in gold with black lettering
and decoration. Other devices: a
sword in grey; a cannon in grey
and brown; a bomb in grey with
red flames; each surrounded by a
wreath in green. Source: Builetin
of the Irish Georgian Society, vol.
33, p.15.

The reverse of the same flag.
Centre: a trooper wearing a red
jacket faced white, with white
trousers and black half boots,
and a black helmet with & white
falling crest; his shabrague is
white with decorations in a
darker colour; his horse is dark
grey and iz shown standing on
grass, bright green acroas the
top with a darker lower layer
scattered with white flowers. The
Corps was raised by Col. John
Bateman, Knight of Glin, of Glin
Castle, Co, Limerick.
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win districts of the county — Carrick. Kvle and Cunninglam — which
were derived from personal anmns, on the reverse of the three standards,
By 1o means every English regiment bore the regulation Union
wreath. Yeomanry units made use of a variery of different paterns. Then
flags bear wreaths of English oak (Toval Lincoln Bangers, see Plare ]2).
vitk and holly (Denbighshire Yeomanry, 1799), olive and oak { Rl
Bicton Troop, 18004, oak and roses growing on the same stem {Holkham
Yeomanry, 1797) or cven ears of wheat {Uxbridge Yeomanry, 1850}
Some units moved even further awav [rom the |t~*ru]¢nm1s The
Grimsion Yeomanry Cavalry, raised in the Fast Riding of Yorkshire in
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1: 2nd Troop Guidon,
Horse Guards, 1747

2: 15t Troop Standard,
Horse Grenadier
Guards, c.1780

3: Union Standard,
Royal Horse Guards
{The Blues), 1760

4; Union Standard,
Household Gavalry,
1820s

A



1: 2nd Troop Guidon,
Horse Guards, 1747

2: 15t Troop Standard,
Horse Grenadier
Guards, c.1780

3: Union Standard,
Royal Horse Guards
(The Blues), 1760

4: Unlon Standard,
Household Cavalry,
18208

o




1: Troop Corporal-Major, Royal Horse Guards, 1835,
with King William's Standard

2 King Willlam's Standard, Royal Horse Guards, 1835

3: Sovereign's Standard, Household Cavalry, 1853
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1: Regimental Standard,
2nd Horse, 1750
2: King's Standard,
Tth [Princess Royal's)
Dragoon Guards, c.1780
3: 3rd Squadron Standard,
3rd [Prince of Wales's)
Dragoon Guards, ¢.1780
4: Second Guidon,
4th (Royal Irish)
Dragoon Guards, c.1838
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1: Troop Sergeant-Major, Tth (The Princess Royal's)
Dragoon Guards, c.1880, with the Royal Standard

2: Royal Standard, Tth (The Princess Royal's)
Dragoon Guards, ¢.1880

3: Royal Standard, 1st (King's) Dragoon Guards, ¢.1870
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1: King's Guidon, Tth
{Gueen's Own)
Dragoons, c.1750

2= Second Guidon, 9th
Dragoons, ¢.1750

¥ King’s Guidon,

151 Royal Dragoons,
1750

4: Second Guidon, 2nd
Roysal North British
Dragoons, c. 1785




1: Second Guidon,
&th, Inniskilling,
Dragoons, c.1800

Z: King's Standard,
15t Aoyal Dragoons,
1820

3 Second Guidon,
Royal Morth Britizh
Dragoons, c.1848

4; Royal Guidon,
15t Royal Dragoons,
1868
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1+ Cornet, 215t Light Dragoons (Royal Foresters),
c. 1782, with King's Guidon
2: King's Guidon, 21st Light Dragoons
{Royal Foresters), c. 1762
3: 4th Squadron Guidon, 19th Light Dragoons, 1805




1: King's Guidon,
1&th Light Dragoons,
c. 1805

2 King's Guidaon,
23rd Light Dragoons,
1816

3: 3rd Squadron Guidon,
10th Light Dragoons
[Hussars), c.1820

4: King's Guidan,
14th (King's) Light
Dragoons, 1835



1: Cormet, Yarmouth Volunteer Cavalry, 1798, with guidon
2 Guidon, Yarmouth Volunteer Gavalry, 1798
3: Guidon, County Sligo Light Horse, ¢.1786




1: Guidon, Black Heath
Cawalry, 1738

2 3rd Troop Guidon,
Loyal Lincoln Rangers,
1798

3 Standard,
Morthumberiand and
Newcastle Voluntear
Cavalry, 1822

4; Guidon, Welford and
Mewbury Yeomanty
Cavalry, 1831
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1: Guidon, Black Heath
Cavalry, 1798

2: 3rd Troop Guidon,
Loyal Lincoln Rangers,
1798

3= Standard,
Northumberland and
Newcastle Volunloer
Cawvalry, 1822

4; Guidon, Welford and
Noewbury Yeomanry
Cawvalry, 1831

1803, adopted a most oldfashioned patrern of guidon; it included the
U'nion Flag in the upper hoist canton, a usage not seen in the regular
armny since 1747,

The attitude taken by veomanry regiments towards their standards
and guidons is vet another indication of their individualite. Tn marked
contrast to the indifference shown by their counterparts in the regular
army, veomanry units were [requently presented with thelr standards ar
a formal parade, in froat of a public audience, and with speeches from
local dignitaries (see the notes o Plate [2 and J3). These events could
sometimes arract cnormous crowds, Tn June 1795, for example, some
20,000 people gathered 1o see Lady Bruce, the wile of the lord heutenant
of the county, present standards 1o the Wiltshire Yeomanry on
Beckhampron Down,

When the fist units of veomanmy were raised in 1794, most consisted
of a single, independent troop. However, other larger umts were also
formed, of regimental stwength. For example, the lst or Southern
Regiment of West Riding Yeomanry was five woops strong in 17894, as was
the Derbyshire Vohinteer Cavalry in the [following vear. However, the size
of a unit did not necessarily determine the number of ags it recetved.
Most regiments of single froop strength received just one standard or
gsuidon, although there were exceptions the Gilston Troop
[Hertfordshire) was presented with rwo standards in 1831, The Tst West
Ridiny Yeomany and the Derbyshire Volunieer Cavalry, idenmcal in siec,
were ireated very differently, The latter were presented with just a single,
Roval” standard at Derby in 1795, By contrast, in the previous vear the
1st West Riding had received three "standards’s a "TRoval Standar o it
bore the arms of King George IIL a ‘Provincial Standard” that carried the
arms of the City of York, and a third that displayved the mone Lew, Gberty
vl veligrom,

The term “provincial standard’, used o denote the second standard,
was also adoptled by a number of other units around this tme. These
included the Toval Leicestershire Volunteer Cavalry of 1794, and the
Worcesrershire Yeomanny, which used the phrase for its Second Guidon,
presented in 1797, and carried by the Second Troop.

In another example of local independence, the order of 1834
prohibitng the carnrying of guidons by regiments of light dragoons
received a mixed response from the yeomanry, even though maost
regiments were uniformed as light dragoons. Some retired their ags,
wherther these were standards or guidons. Others, such as the Staffordshive
Yeomanry, continued to carry them throughout the period. Even though
they were dressed as hight dragoons, the Staffordshires were presented in
October 1835 with five squadron stmdards ‘ol the most elaborate and
costly description” (see the lme dlustration), The Duke of Lancaster’s
(ren Yeomanmy, on the other hand, which had been formed by the
arnalnation of three independent troops in 1528, and which was dressed
as ‘heavy’ dragonons, docs nol appear 1o have received a guidon until 1908,

Further horsed volunieer regiments — the Light TTorse Volunteers
and the Mounted Rifle Volunteers — were raised in the carly 18GOs,
[Mowever, none appear to have carried flags. The Volunteer Regulations
specifically prohibited this; these regimenls were deemed o be
cyuivalent 1o the rifle regiments of the regular army, and thus they were
not entitded o carry standards or guidons.
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A camp colour of the Tth Queen's
Own Dragoons, taken from &
portrait of Cornet Samuel
Russeil, ¢.1770. The colour is
nen-regulation In almost every
respect. It is white, the colour of
the regimental facings, but It is
rectangular instead of swallow-
tailed, The device should be ‘7D
in sliver; instead it is the Royal
ceat of arms in red-brown,
perhaps intended for gold.
Source: The Queen’s Jwn
Hussars, 16859-15985 [Warwick,
1985)

OTHER FLAGS

Camp colours
Camp colours were used 10 mark off the boundaries ol the regiment's
1 :

camp, They were described in the 1768 Warrant as bring of the colour of

_r]‘u: regimental facings, with the rank ar badge of the regiment displayved
n the centre. The camp colours of regiments of horse were 18ins hquﬁr'r_-'_
those of dragoon guards, dragoons and light dragooms were swallows
mil_cci_. and [8ins on the pole. The pole itsclf was to be 7t fins long.

The task of scrting our the cam [ colours was an exrra dury FI.].].I'.J&;'E’I?PC]
L 1 number of men in cach regiment. According to Bland's Treasive af
Military Discipline, published in 1727, each regiment appointed onc
sergeant, and one man from cach COIpany, o assist the Lleiﬂ'?F‘l':tt;{h‘Ti‘.‘-'
i marking out the camp and keeping it clean. These men were also
responsible for receving and distributi ng ammuuion, bread and orher
provisions, working rools, accoutrements and clothes, The scrgeant was
called the “quarteranasier’s sergeant’, and his assisrants we re Lunrn as
‘camp-colourmen.”

Royal Marines
Berween 1730 and 1740 1en regiments of Marines were raised for
seriace al sea. Decimated by service in the West Indies, all of these

regiments had been disbarided by 1748, but juse fall within the scope of
this book. The new units were numbered as regiments of infantry of the
line, as the 44th w the 53rd; they were, therelore, presented with stands
of ordinary infantry colours, The Hags of all ten regiments were similar
in pattern. The sheer was in the same colour as the regimental facings,
with a Union Tlag in the upper hoist canton; in the centre was the
regimental number below a badge depicting a man-o-war. The ship [lies
4 White Ensign at its stern, appropriate for a vessel sermving directly
under Admiraly orders,

Fhe Marines were next re-raised in 1755, Instead of full regiments,
53 companies were created, organised [lor
adminisrrative purposes into three divisions

A ‘colonel’s standard’ of the Sth
Royal Irish Dragoons, 1799,
Sheet: blue. Centre: a gold crown
and harp. Scroll: white with gold
letters. Regimental numbers:
gold. The term 'colonel's
standard' comes from the
regimental history - the usage is
otherwise unknown. This filag
may perhaps be some kind of
camp colour, used to mark the
colenel's tent, Source: Harvey,
JUR., The History of the Sth
(Royal Irish] Regiment aof
Dragoons from 1680 to 1799
{Aldershot, 1823).

A camp colour of the Royal
Dragoons, 1806. Sheet: blue with
gold cheracters. This more
closely, but still not completely,
matches the requirements of the
regulations. Source: Dawnay,
Standards of the Household
Division.

based at Chatham, Portsmouth and Flymouth.
Each division was presented with a stand of
colours not long alter s creation. The Marines
wore white facings until 1802, when they became
the Roval Marines and adopted blue facings. A
fourth division, based ar Waoolwich, was created
in 1805 and disbanded in 18649,

The Roval Marines were granted a badge on
26 Scptember 18270 On presenting a stand of
colours bearing the new badge to the Chatham
Division, King George TV described how it had
been chosen: *... From the difficulty of selecting
any particular place w inscribe on rthese
Stantcdards, Your Sovereign has been pleased to
adopt the Great Globe itselt as the most proper F
and distincrive badge, e has also dirccred thar
his own name shall be added to that pecaliar

[: Dratgoons

a5

badge the Anchor which is vour distinctive
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The Regimental Colour of the
44th Marines, 1747, Sheet:
yellow. Centre: & gold ship with
white =zalls, white flags with a
red cross at the bowsprit and
main, and & white ensign at the
stern, all on a green sea.
Regimental number: gold.
Source: Tradition (Londen), issue
T4, p.23,

bearing, in order that it may be known hereafier that George TV hac
conferred on vou the honourable and wellearned badge this da
presented to you, The morto, peculiarly your own, Per mare fer fervam
has been allowed to remain and surmonunting the entire is the word
“Gibraltar” in commemoration of the important national service you
performed there.” ?

Marine detachments also appear to have made up their own
flags. For example, a flag carried by a detachment of Roval Marines
during the attack on Buenos Aires in 1806 consisted of a naval
Red Ensign, with the lewers *RMB. (perhaps standing lor *Roval
Marine Batralion’) stitched upon it in white. The ag was one of
Ll_u_' trophies caprured by the local forces and is still dis-plm-'uci in the
city’s cathedral, .

Royal Artillery

The Royal Artillery did not carry standards or colours: their FUNs were
considered 1o be the equivalent of the flags carried by ather regiments,
However, a feature of 18th century armics was the "flag gun’. This was
a small gun. a four-pounder, with a flag pole attached to the trail, and
a Lmion Flag flving from the pole. The gun and its flag marked the
position of the tent of the commander-in-chief, and could also be used
to draw atlention to events within the camp. According to Smith's
Universal Military Dictionary, published in 1772, the gun ook fifth place
n the line of march, behind the artillery's kertledrums.

The fag gun was certainly in use in the Low Countries in 1747,
during the War of the Austrian Succession. Aflter thar date, except in
India, it scems to have appeared only rarely, although a flag howiker
drawn by two horses certainly formed pant of the funeral procession for
the Lord Lientenant of Ireland in 1787, In India, however, it contined
to be uscd by roval or Honourable Fast India Company forees well into
the 19 century. The Mag was carried on the leading gun of the mrain on
4 pole 14ft high. The sheet iscell was 800 long and 5%t on the staft
Another fag, even larger, 180 long by 12ft on the staft, was hoisted in the
artiller [_'mr.k and was carred on the march {surely rolled upr) by the
gun lascars and coolics,

The flag gun was certainly in use until 1843 and the Company at Teast
may well have continued to use it up o the dme of the Indian Mutiny.
During the Mutiny, in the action which was to win him the Victoria Cross,
the ﬂﬁ;_:; captured from the rebels by L. Frederick Roberts (later Field
Marshal Lord Roberts of Kandahar) featured the crest of the Honourable
East India Company and appears to have come from a flag gun.

Just as the veomanry so often flonted the regulations governing cavalry
fags, so a unit of artillery volunteers, the Bedfordshire Horse Artillery,
may provide an exception here. Two guidons, represented as (those
carried in 1803, were presented to their successor unit, 305th Medinm
Regiment (Bedtordshire Yeomaney) BA, TA in 1948, One hears the anns
of the Borough of Bedlord, with corner cartouches in a conlemporary
style; the r:n_h.;‘-:', more modern-looking, has m the centre the arms of the
Board of Ordnance. Linde s known abour the Bedfordshire lHorse
Artillery. It docs not appear in Wilson's Chart of 1807, although a muster

A
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The flag carried by a Royal
Marines detachment at

Buenos Airas, 1806, Sheet:

red. Lettering: white, shaded
black. In 1BE2, the sheet was
approximately 78ins by 81ins.
Bource: Trofeos de la reconquista
de ia cuided de Buenos Aires ¢n
el afio 1806 [Busnos Aires,
1882).

a7



r

=]

48

A Divisional Colour of the Royal
Marines, 1827, Sheet: dark blue,
Scrolls: yeliow with black
lettering. Anchor and cipher:
gold. Wreath: green. Globe: light
blue and green. Source: Records
ef the Royal Merines,

list of 1B03 has survived, Tt is possible that it was intended to form part

of a legiondike formation, and thus had onlv a limited existence as
SEPATALC UL

Headgquarter and depot flags
An army in the field requently made use of flags to designate the locarino

of some of its comstiment parts, In Flanders, for example, during the Wi

of the Austrian Succession, the flag gun was accompanied by a red flag |
mark the wagon park, and a whire flag (o mark the site of the LHOTLLOOT S

By the late I870s a range of flags had been developed to mark out o
headguarters in the ficld. The HQ of the general commanding was
marked by a Union Flag; that of a divisional commander by a squarc roi
tlag. and that of a brigadier by a red pennant, Certainly from 1866, and
possibly from the period of the Crimean War, Ordnance Stores Depois

marked their location in the ficld by flving a blue tlag with a red disc i
the centre, The Commissariat and Transport Store was indicated Iy
blue flag with a white centre; the Telegraph Office was marked by a Ha
of white over blue, and a Post Office by one of white over red, A hiospit:
was distinguished by its red cross (lag.

Ihroughour the Empire, the Union Jack flew at the entrance

permanent garrisons and fors, Queen’s Regulatons divided these inu

three separate categories tor the purpose of specilving when the [lag

should be flown. At the smallest sites, this was only on special oceasion

such as anniversaries, or for specal purposes such as saluring, Larue

establishments added Sundavs and anniversarics to the list, Only the mos
important forts guarding maval harbours, such as Phmouth, Porsmourth
Devonport, Leith, or Edinburgh Castle, flew the Union Jack daily.

I
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One of the lfew departments entrled o its own flag was the Board of
Ordnance, which was responsible tor the :iuppl}-‘ of weapons, ammunition
and equipment 1o the Army (and the Navy). The Board had adopted is
own coat of arms in the 17th century, and a banner displaving these Jew
over its headguarters in Pall Mall, Loodon, Yet, from around 1829,
permanent Ordnance Depots flew the Union Flag nstead. When the
Board of Ordnance was abolished in 1833 its funclions were taken over by
the War Office, which continued o use the Board's own flag,

Schools

The Roval Military College, Sandhurst, was presented with its first suand
of colours by Queen Charlorte on 15 Angust 1815, The “Regimental’
Colour was blue, and the College motio Vires acguint ewndo appeared on
both colours. This stand was replaced in 1835, and again during the
reign of Chieen Vicroria,

The two Guidons of the
Bedfordshire Horse Artillary,

{1) and [2). (1) Sheet: dark green
with a gold fringe. Contre: a
yellow shield with a red eagle
and a white castle. Arms: upper
fly compartment, the arms of the
Board of Ordnance with the
letters BYC superimposed in
gold; in the opposite corner, gold
letters on a crimson ground.

{2] Sheet: deep red with a gold
fringe. Arms: the Ordnance arms
within a gold circlet, which bears
blue lettering. Source: JSAHR,
vol.27, p.8g.
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The pre-1801 ensign of vessels
in the employ of the Board of
Ordnance. Sheet: red. Arms: blue
with gold guns, the upper part
white with three black cannon
balls. Source: Viner, Ordnance
Flags.

In his series of paintngs of British soldiers produced in the carly
1585805, AL . Dubois Drahonet inclided 2 portrait of cightvear-old
Colour Corporal Joseph Smith of the Roval Military Asvlum, Chelsea.
The Asvlum was an orphanage for the children of soldiers, founded b
the Duke of York in 1800, Smith is shown holding a flag which was the
equivalent of the Asvlum's Regimental Colour, The Nag is blue wirh »
Unton canton; in the centre is a white rose, which is surrounded Bn
a Union wreath, ensigned by a crown. Across the botom of the
‘colonr” are the words "Roval Military Asylum’ in gold,

The Army afloat

Vessels in army service were entitded o [v special ensigns, granted
to them by the Admiralty,. The most important of these vessels
were those in the service of the Board of Ordoance, which Mew a
Red Ensign. with the blue shield of arms of the Board in the fly - a flag
first authorised in 1694, Confusion arose during the [9th centun
when the Red Ensign alse became the distinctive flag of British
merchant ships, leading o s replacement in July 1864 by a Bluc
Fusign with the same badge. However, the new flag was nol an
immediate success. Further changes were required after it was found
that the blue shicld did oot stand our sufficiently from the blue
background, and a red edge was inserted around the arms W remeds
matters, The Master General of the Ovdnance is thought o have flown
a banmer bearing the arms of the Board when on his harge, or when
on board a ship,

Vessels serving units of Royal Engineer submarine miners also
flew an cosign, granted around 1871, when the first unit was formed,
This was another Blue Ensign; in the fly it bore the crest taken
from the fidl anns of the Board of Ordnance — a fist emerging from
a mural crown and clutching a winged thunderbole, all in vellow.

— f"q'*. - . . / “‘m
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Samucl Milne's Standards and Colowrs of the Army (Leeds, the author,
1895) remains umsurpassed. although his remarks about a4 set of
regulatons dated 1743 can now be disregarded, due 1o the researches
of Nicholas Dawnay, published in volume 47 of the Jewrnal of the Society

for Army Historical Research (|SATIR), Dawnay also wrote the inmensely

valuable Standards, Guidens and Colowrs of the Howsehold  Division,
1660-1973 (Tunbridge Wells, 1973). The text of the regulations of
1747, 1751, 1768 and 1844 are usefully reprinted in L].Ldwards’s
Standards, Guidins and Colmers of the Commorvealih Forees {(Aldershot,
19531, Ol Seattish Regimental Colours (Edinburgh, T835) by Alan Ross is
a magnificently illustrated volume which, despite s tude, covers both
cavalry and infantry. A History of frish flags by GAL Haves-MoCoy
{Dublin, 19749) is partic ularly valuable [or the flags of regiments ralsed
in Ireland, whether they belonged o the regulars, the militia, or the
volunteer and veomanry movements. Much additional material on all
aspects on colours, standards and guidons can be found within the
pages of the [SAIIR; the individual volumes are best approached
through the two printed volumes of indexes, covering vohumes 1-40 and
volumes 41-64 respectively, The flags of the Board of Ordoance and irs
spiccessors can be found in GA. Viner's Chalnance Flags: Their Ovigin and
{ie, Past and Present (Blackdown, 1960), Fyen so, a great deal of
material still remains buried in regimental historices and journals and in
the WO classes of the Public Record Office. Bawle honours are mreated
in depth in Hugh Cook's Batile Honowrs of the British and Indian Aveiies
f662-1982 ( London, 1987), and in its predecessor, N.B, Leslie’s Baftle
Huorours of the British and Indian Armies 16951914 (London, 1970} the
latter inchades the date of each award o each regiment, which the
former doces oL,

The Blue Ensign of vessals
serving Royal Enginears

Submarine Miners. Badge: gold,

axcept for the arm, which is
flesh-coloured. Source:
Admiralty, Flags of All the
MNatlons, 1885,
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THE PLATES

A1l: 2nd Troop Guidon, Horse Guards, 1747

The warrants of 1751 and 1768 made no specific referanca
to the regimeants of Household Cavalry, 50 the standards and
guidons of these regiments developed along completely
independent lines.

Some of the devices carred on the sheets of the Horse

Guards and the Horse Grenadier Guards in the middle of
the 18th century were similar to thosse borne on their
standards during the reign of King Charles These
included the royal cipher with a crown and, at the bottom,
a line of three crowns {repressnting the thrones of England,
France and lraland), all angled towards the centre.
However, the Union badge of a thistle and a rose conjoined
an the same stem was a relativaly new device, adopted
anly after the Union with Scotland in 1707; it first appeared
in the 1713 issus of flags.
a guidon. Baoth flags caried the same devices. A surviving
bill records that in 1761 the cost for 2ach pair of flags was
230, Bach troop within the Horse Guards carried flags in its
own distinctive colour. The flags of the 1st Troop were
crimson, while those of the 2nd Troop were white until 1748,
when their colour was changed to blua. The llags of the 3rd
and 4th Troops, which were both disbanded in 1748, had
been yellow and blue respectively. The 4th Troop had been
raized in Scotland - changing the colour of the flags of the
2nd Troop from while o blise can perhaps be seen as an
attempt to maintain the Scoltish tradition within the
regiment. The flags of both the 1st and 2nd Troops had gold
fringes, cords and tassels.

The troops of Horse Guards were reorganised anc
expanded in TTE8 to form two regiments, the 15t and 2ne
Life Guards. Each regiment caried one standard and twe
nuidons. A sscond standard was issued to cach regiment i
1800. Zource: Dawnay, Standards of the Househald Division

AZ2: 1st Troop Standard, Horse Grenadier
Guards, c.1780

Like the Horse Guards, the Horse Grenadier Guards wa:
also mads up of wo separate troops — the 1st, which was
raized in England, and the 2nd which was Scottish. The
colour of the sheets was the reverse of that seen in the
Horse Guards, with blua for the st Troop and crimson fo
the Znd Troop. The flags of both troops had gold fringes
cords and tassels,

As the regiment had been considered originally as the
dragoons of the Housshold troops. each troop was issusd
with a single guidon; but in 1729/30 each was prosented
with a standard as well. The result was that thers was now
little to distinguish the flags of the 1st Troop of Horse
Guards from those of the 2nd Troop of Horse Grenadier
Guards. The only difference lay in the colour of the scrol
thatl bore the royal moto; this was in gold for the Horse
Guards, but in silver for the Horse Grenadiers.

The cost of making up a pair of flags for the Horse
Grenadiers was rather less than that paid by the Horse
Guards. In the 1770s, for example. the cost of a standarc
and guidon for the 1st Troop was £27 10s; in 1785, it
was L2393,

The Horse Grenadiers were dishanded in 17BE and
the men permitted to transfer to the two new regiments
of Lifs Guards. Source: Dawnay. Standavds of the
Househoid Division.

The Royal arms were displayed
on one of the standards of the
Royal Horse Guards, and on the
standards and guidens of
RUmMEersus yeomanry regiments.
They underwent several changes
in this perlod as indicated:

{1) the arms borne until 1B01;
{2a) after the sbandonment of
the claim to the French throne In
1801; (2b) after the cap on the
central shield had been replaced
by the crown, once the
Electorate of Hanowver had
become &8 Kingdom in 1B16;

{2) after the arms of Hanower had
baen removed completely in
1837 on the accession of Queen
Vietaria, who did not inherit

that Kingdom.

Ad: Union Standard, Roval Horse Guards (The
Biues), 1760
Thie Foyal Horse Guards was three sguadrons strong in
1747, each sguadron camying its own crimson damask silk
slandard. The 151 Sgoadron caried a standard bearing the
Hoyal arms, the 2nd Sguadron a standard bearing the
growned royal cipher, and the 3rd Squadren the standard
dlustratad here, with the Union badgea. All three standards
st gold fringes, cords and tassels. Unlike their equivalent in
i@ Life Guards, these standards do not include the row of
three small crowns at the bottom of the sheet,

fn 1758 the badges on two of the standards wers
exchanged. The Union badge became the device of the 2nd
Squadon, as here, while the crowned Royal cipher becams
fhat of the 3rd Squadron. A fourth sguadron was added to
fhe regimental establishment in 1794, No contemporary
#vidence survives to confirm the device bome by the
standard of the 4th Squadron at that date; the most that
gan be said is that by 1807 it bore the lstters ‘RHGE, the
abbreviated regimsntal title.

The standards of thiz perod each cost betwsan 8 and £17
i embroider, the most expensive heing the standard of the
14t Squadon, which bore the most complex badge, the Royal
mms, Source: Dawnay, Standards of the Housshold Division.

Ad: Union Standard, Household Cavalry, 1820s

fhe Royal Horse Guards officially becams parl of the
Household Cavalry in 1827, but there had been little 0
distinguish betwsen itz flags and thoss of the lwo regiments
ol Life Guards since the beginning of the 18th century. From
thair creation in 1788 the Life Guards carried flags that bors
a roow of three small crowns inthe basa. However, these wers

The Regimental Standard of

the Royal Horse Guards,

1824, Sheet: crimson damask |
with a gold fringe. Lettering: |
gold. Source: Dawnay, |
Standards of the Household
Division.
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removed in 18071 when Britain’s claim to the French throne
was finally abandoned, and the Act of Union saw Ireland
newly representad by the addition of a shamrock 1o the
Union hadge of rose and thistle.

The flags of the Life Guards and the Royal Horse Guards
grew @van closer in style in 1823 whan the former stopped
carrying quidons. Shortly after this date, with an issue of new
flags, all three regiments were carrying four standards sach.
The twe regiments of Life Guards each caried one standard
with the royal arms {the ‘Sovereign's’) and thres Union
standards, The Royal Horse Guards, by conlrast, caried
& Soversign's standard, a Union standard, a standard
bearing lhe roval cipher, snd s standard bearing the
regimental cipher.

Battie honours wers added o the flags of all these
regiments for the first time in 1816, allowing the Housahold
Cavalry once again to show itz independence of the rast of
the British Army. Battle honours were, and continds 1o De,
embroidersd directly onte the sheet, rather than eon the
scrolls wsed by the line regiments. Honours for the
Peninsular campaign and for Waterloo had been awarded in
1815, the first in April and the second in December, but they
werg added to the flags only whan the next new issus was
praserted early in 1816, This same issue also included an
axtra fifth standard for the Royal Horse Guards, tor reasons
which remain obscure; it remained a ons-off and was never
repeated in subsaguent ISsUes.

Source: Dawnay, Standards of the Household Division.

B1: Troop Corporal-Major, Royal Horse Guards,
1835, with King William's Standard
This figure is based on & porrait of Troop Corporal-hMajor
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Robert Goldie by A-J. Dubois Drahonet, which shows him
carrying the Soversign's standard, A froop corporal-major in
the Household Cavalry was the equivalent of a troop
sargeant-major in a lina regimeant. The style of uniform worn
was typical of a period that saw no hard campaigning liable
to reduce the amount of unnecessary ornamant. Thea dictates
of fashion ruled, unhindered by considerations of practicality.
The so-called ‘Roman’ heimet was introduced in 1817 for all
the Household regiments. At the same time a tight, dark blue,
douhle-breasted coates with a high red Prussian collar, worn
with brass shoulder scales, was also brought in, The coates
was worn with white breeches and jack-boots., The troop
corporal-major's rank is shown by his aiguilletts and by the
bullion epaulette fringe on his left shoulder. Sourca: Spencer-
Smith, Jenny. Forfraits of a King: the Brtish Military Paintings
of A.-J. Dubois Orahonet, 7797-1834 (London, 1290).

B2: King William's Standard, Royal Horse
Guards, 1835

Although the Royal Horse Guards had never carried guidons,
this did not prevent King William IV from presenting the
ragiment with a sumptuous flag of this type on 13 August
1832, The guidon has a sheat of heawy damask silk fchly
embroiderad in gold. The crown in the centre, with four
arches, does not adhaere to any pattem normally associated
with standards (or, indeed, with infantry colours). Sometimes
referred to as an "Albert Crown’, because a crown similar in
design formed part of the armorial display of the Prince
Cornsort, it was in fact introduced by King George IV when
still Prince of Wales. The prince apparently took his
inspiration from German sources, for no such crown has sver
formed part of the British roval regalia. The crowns displayed
above the royal badges in the comer of the sheet take the
more usual shape of the St Edward’s crown.

The extra battle honours are all most irregular. ‘Dettingan’
was eventually granted to all the Household Cavalry
regiments, but only in 1882, The Royal Horse Guards did not
receive Warbourg' until 1808, when it was spelled “Warburg',
‘Cateaw’, for the battle of 26 April 1784, was never granted
to the regiment under that particular name; howewver, the
honour was awarded as “Beaumont’, again in 1909, Nor did
the regiment ever receive the honour ‘Minden’ — but then
neither did any of the cavalry regiments present at the battle,
g0 disgraced wera they by Sachkville's inaction on that day.

The regimeant attermpted to have the grant of this guidon
renewead in 1880, but the Commandse-in-Chisf — the Duke of
Cambridge - refused it on the grounds that it had been a
personal gift of the soversign and not an official issue as
such. The guidon has not been carried on a mountaed parade
since 1887, and was last camried on foot in 1911 at the
unveiling of the Queen Victoria monument in front of
Buckingham Palace. It is ironic that it should be King William,
who did so much to enforce uniformity in so many aspects
of amy life, inciuding a ban on the issue of axtra colours to
certain infantry regiments, who broke his own rule for cne of
his Household regiments. Scurce: Dawnay, Standards of the
Household Division,

B3: Sovereign's Standard, Household Cavalry,
1853

From 1863 onwards responsibility for purchasing standards
for the Household Cavalry passed from the Lord

Chamberlain’s Office (part of the Boyval Household) to the
War Office, thereby putting the Household Cavalry on the
same footing as the line regiments. Howewver, this meaasure
higd no immediate effect. The then curent standards, which
had been presented in 1853, continued in use until 1873,
when proposals for & new set passed to the Inspector of
Ragimental Colours. The Inspector objected to the designs
as presantad, on the grounds that the battle honours were
placed above the Roval arms or ather Roval devices, The
revised version saw the battle honours moved to the bottom
edge of the sheet.

The Household Cavalry successfully ignored the
provisions of the 1858 Regulations, which had reduced the
number of standards carried to one per regiment. All three
regiments continuad to carry the standards they had
receivad in 1853, and a decision of Movember 1873
confirmed this state of affairs, allowing the regimeants of the
Household Cavalry to maintain their excepticnal status and
carry one standard per squadron. Source: Dawnay,
Standards of the Household Division.

C1: Regimental Standard, 2nd Horse, 1750

This iz the Regimental standard as reconstructad from the
requlation of 1747, The 2nd Horse received standards in
1750, but in an unknown guantity. Thay wera still carrying
these in 1768 and, indeed. may have continued to do so until
1772, certainly the inspection returns make no reference to
the issue of new standards in the intervening period. The
regiment, which became the Sth Dragoon Guards in 1788,
received its firsl issue as dragoon guards in 1796, These are
no doubt the flags referrad to in the inspection returns of
1800, when the ragiment was reported lo have four
standards in good condition.

To judge from Pomeroy's regimental history, the 1726
issue of flags was in fact in the wrong colour. The colour of
the sheets was green, appropriate for a regiment with green
facings, while the Sth Dragoon Guards had changed the
colour of its facings to yvellow in 17BE. The same source also
indicates some iregularty as regards the central badge. All
cavalry standards and guidons bore the badge of the running
white horse in their corner cartouches, but according to
Pomeroy the 5th also ciaimed this as their distinctive badge.
It is impossible to confirm the truth of the matter, since no
actual standards have survived from this period. B did,
however, appear on officers’ sword belt plates at the same
date. When the regiment was guestionsd on its rght to use
the badge in 1833 it certainly cited the 1796 issue in its
evidence., but its claim was denied.

In 1804 the 5th was granted the subsidiary title of
‘Princess Charlotte of Wales's', after the only child of the
future King George VY, and the regiment adopted her cipher.
PCW, as its distinctive badge. This fitle was confirmed in
1823, some five years after Charlotle's death; but use of the
cipher was abandoned in 1838, when it was replacad by the
simple "V over ‘DG

Vestigia nulla retrorsum was a motte of long standing
within the regiment, although it is impossible to identify
eacthy when it was adopted or granted, Pomeroy suggests
that the matto may have baen & reward for the gallantry of the
2nd Horse at Elixheim in July 1708, The regiment charged,
recharged and eventually inflicted a comprehansive defeat on

s

a larger body of Bavarian cavalry, in the process capturing
nine enemy standards. The regiment later applied to have this
action granted as a& battle honour, but their request weas
tumed down, Mole that the cords are of mixed gold and
crimson on all four flags on Plate C. Source: Pomeroy, R.L.,
The Stury of & Regimant of Horse (Edinburgh, 1924,

C2: King's Standard, 7th (Princess Royal's)
Dragoon Guards, ¢.1780

The Princess Royal's, formerly the 4th Horse, is known from
inspection returns to have received new standards in 176G
and again in 1786, lwo years before it was converted into a
rather less prastigious regiment of dragoon guards. The naxt
raturn, submitted in 1789, shows that by the following year
the standards already bore the new regimental title. At the
time of itz conversion the regimant was granted the
subsidiary title of 'Princess Royal's', after the eldest
daughter of King George |, Princess Charlotte Augusta
Matilda (1766-1828). Perhaps this was a further atternpt 1o
soften the blow to regimental pride, for the 1st Horse was
also the recipient of a subsidiary titee, 'Royal Irish’, on the
same occasion. Mote that its fringe is gold and silver mixed,
as iz that of C3 below. Source: Aegirment, issus 25, p.45.

C3: 3rd Squadron Standard, 3rd (Prince of
Wales's) Dragoon Guards, c 1780

The plate represents the standard presentad to the regiment
in 1778, It joined standards for the 1st and 2nd Sguadrons,
which had been presented in 1769, These in turn had
replaced setz prasented in June 1755 and in 1763, The
thres badges of the Prince of Wales's plumes, the riging sun
and tha dragon had been granted to the regiment in 1765,
whan it received the additional title of ‘Prince of Wales's".
The number of badges borme on the sheet requirsd a
change in the position of the ragimental number, now in a
cartouche of its own, below the central badge. MNote the
cartoucha in the upper hoist corner, which appears to be
reversad. It is shown thus on the restored flag, although it is
possible that this could be sn error from a previous
restoration. This particular standard most have been

The Third Guidon of the 2nd
Dragoona, c.1783. Sheet: dark

blue with & gold fringe. Centre:
crimson with a green and mauve
thistle, within a green circlet {
with gold lettering. Flgure: 3 in |
gold within a green wreath.

Lower scroll: light blue with gold
letters and edging. This guidon |
bears 8 most unofficial motto, [
Source: Almack, C., The History

of the Second Dragoens, Royal

Scois Greys (London, n.d.).

replaced before 1802, since thers are no shamrocks in the
wraath, However, its overall style may have continued to
influence its replacements. Wriling in 1807, the colonsf of
the regiment wrote of the current set of standards, 'l
consider no atteration has been made for many years as the
present standards were made to comespond with the old
ones,” Source: JSSAHR, vol 27, pp.81-82,

C4: Second Guidon, 4th (Royal Irish) Dragoon
Guards, c.1838
The 15t Horse had certainly receivad new standards in 1767,
When the regiment changed its status to that of dragoon
guards in 1788 it was granted the subsidiary title of “Royal
Irish’ (see the notes to Plate G2). New standards embadying
these changes weare presented to the regiment in 1780, and
were dascribad in the inspaction report as “wvery handsome’.
On 21 Movember 1338 the Royal Irish was granted a
special badge consisting of & harp and crown with the star
of the Order of St. Patrick. However, the crownsd harp
badge is not in evidence in the surviving guidon. The motto
digplayed below the star, Quis seperabit (Who shall separate
us) was the motto of the Order of St Patrick, and alludead 1o
a desire for a close, indissoluble ink hetwean Britain and
Ireland. Sourca: Hayes-McoCoy, Hisfory of lrish Flags.

D1: Troop Sergeant-Major, 7th (The Princess
Royal's) Dragoon Guards, &.1880, with the Royal
Standard

All the regiments of dragoon guards wers issuad with the
1871 pattern helmeat in brass. The individual regimants ware
distinguizhed by the colour of the plumes and by the
devices borne on the heimet plates; for Other Ranks the
device consisted of the regimental number. In essence, the
tunic is that introduced in 1855, with collar and cuffs in the
black of the regimental facings. The tunic itselt remained
little changed until 1914, althcugh other modifications ware
made to the uniform during this time. Chief among theze
was the sbolition of booted overalls for mounted duties, and
their replacement by pantaloons and knee boots.
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The colour of the regimental facings recalls the regiment's
18th century nickname. As the 4th Horse, prior to s
conversion to dragoon guards in 17BE, the regiment was
known as “The Black Horss' from the colour of s mounts.
On conversion the 7th was granted the subsidiary title
‘Princess Royal's'. Despile her title, Princess Charlotie’s
patronage was spparently insufficient to confar the status of
& ‘Royal' regimsnt, with its distinctive blue facings.

The rank of truop sergeant-major was first introduced into
the British Army in 1809, while the King's Regulations of
1837 defined them as ‘in all respects, an the same footing
as the other Sergeants of the Regimant, of whom, however,
they take precedence.’ At the time of their introduction
treop semeant-majors wers distinguished by a four-bar
chevron, but the badges denoting their rank have been
subject to frequent change. & War Office Circular
Memorancum of 1850 adopted & completely different
pattarn, of a crown above a three-bar chevron. Six vears
later this was amended, for dragoon ragirments anly, when
another War Office Circular indicated that their troop
sargeant-majors should wear & crown above & four-bar
chevron. Regulations of 1857 and 1559 then proclaimad a
reversion to a four-bar chevron for all. However,
photographic evidence from the 18705 reveals that the
crown above a three-bar chevron was still in use, a slale of
affairs confirmad by a further reguiation issued at the
beginning of 1881. In some regiments & special regimental
arm badge accompanied the chevrons, but the Tth did not
adogt such & badge until 1898 when they chose the crest of
Fiald Marzhal Ligonier, their colonel at the batie of
Dettingan in 1743, The regimental standard of Ligonier's
Black Horse, camied at the batile, is shown in a ling drawing.

DZ: Reyal Standard, 7th (The Princess Royal's)
Dragoon Guards, c.1880

3es the notes to Plates G2 and D1 for further information on
this regiment. MNote that the cords are of mixed gold and
crimson on all flags shown on this plate.

D3: Royal Standard, 1st (King's) Dragoon
Guards, c.1870

Inspection reports indicate that the regiment had three
standards in 1755, but four in the following year, Three
standards were issued in 1761, but these wers replaced in
1774, A fourth was izsued in 1778, These four standards
were quickly replaced by three issusd to a reduced
establishment in 1782, By 1804 the number of flags in
sarvice had increased to five, and a sixth had been issued by
18745, Source: Ming, Standards and Colowrs,

E1: King’s Guidon, Tth {Queen's Own) Dragoons,
c. 1750

Thiz plate shows the guidon 25 described in the 1751
Warrant. Inspection reports show that the regiment received
two guidons in 1766, followed by a third in 1778, All three
ware still in use in 1781, Three new guidons were issued in
1790. The basic pattern of this guidon weuld have remained
unchanged throughout the lifs of the regiment, save for the
addition of the battle honours for the Peninsulz znd
Waterloo. The cords on all the flags on this plate are mixed
gold and crimson. Sownze; 1751 Warrant,

E2: Second Guidon, 9th Dragoons, c.1750

This plate shows the guidon as described in the 1751
Warrant, in bufl with a mixed silver and blue fringe. The
regiment carriad a set of guidons issued in 1753 at least until
1769, and possibly until 1771, when two new ones wore
issued, These in their turn were still in use in 17839, During the
time the #th caried guidans, it was awarded only one battle
honour, thet for the Peninsula. Source: 1751 Warrant.

E3: King's Guidon, 1st Royal Dragoons, 1750
During the reign of King Charles |l the Royal Dragoons had
carried eight guidons, each displaying a differsnt royal
badge. At some point over the next half century thass eighi
ware replaced by a single roval badgs, one furthermors
which was completely different to those previcusly borme.
However, so little is known of the guidons camied by the
ragimsnt after 1884 that it is impossible to say exactly when
this changs took place. Dawnay argues, by inference, that it
may have been infroduced as early as the accession of
James Il in 1685, The little evidence which does exist shows
that the colonel's standard of the Royals bora the same
device as the colonel's standard of the Aoyal Horse Guards.
The RAoyal Horse Guards certainfy changsd its regimental
badgs, the royal crest, on that occasion; so, Dawnay
sugnests, the Royals may well have followedd suit,

The Warrant of 1751 directed that the Roysl Dragoons
wore o carry three guidons: the King's Guidon, plus two
cthars that bore the regimental badge of the royal crest of
England - a gold lien. shown stznding on a green hass,
Niustrations of these guidons, and of those camied in 1747,
show some varation from the pattern described in the
Warrant. The badge is snclosed within the garter of the Order
of the Garter, which was not prescribed by the regulations.
At the same time the Union wreath, which was included. is
omitted from the Second and Third Guidons. A scrofl has
been included in the illustration but remains empty, as no
motte had besn granted to the regiment,

Two guidons were issued in 1753, followed by a third in
1758, and these may have remained in service until 1771.
Two guidons were oncs more issued in 1771, augmented by
a third in 1778. The ragiment was reduced to a strength of
twio squadrons in 1784, and the 1778 guidon was placed in
store. The 1771 set was still in use in 1804, togeather with twao
guidons issued in 1793 {all suitably altersd in 1801). Source:
Dawnay, Standards of the Mousebold Division.

E4: Second Guidon, 2nd Royal North British
Dragoons, €.1785
Inspection raturns indicate that the Pnd Royal Morth British
Dragoons received new guidons in 1752, twa new guidons in
1766, and & third in 1779, The 1766 pair was replaced in
1783, and these and the 1772 guidon then cortinued in
service urtil 1802. The raturn of that year describes the
regiment as having four ‘gocd’ guidons; at least one other
issue must have been made, therstors, betwean 1783
and 1802

Like many ragiments numbered 2, the ?nd Dragoons wars
ever gnWious to assert that they were in fact ‘second to
none', and that the number they camied was a mers
administrative convenience. They certainfy had used an
unofficial maotto, Nec sunt b marte secundi (Neither second
to you in warlare), on a guidon presented in 1775, but in all

probability did not do so for long; it appears to have been
dropped soon afterwards, perhaps when the guidon was
raplaced in 1783, The guidon shown here may be part of that
4783 issua, and shows a different motio, albeit one with the
game sentiment: Secundum nullis, Two guidons from this set
survived to be photographed for &lmack’s regimental histary,
where the motto appears only on the Troop Guidon. Both
mottoes appear to have been introduced during the
cotonelcy of Gen. David Hume, colonel of the regiment from
1779 to 1802, Note that the fringe is of mixed gold and silver.
Source: actual flag.

F1: Second Guidon, 6th, Inniskilling, Dragoons,
€. 1800

Relatively littie information survives concerning the early
guidons of the Bth Dragoons. In 1804 the regiment was still
camying tour standards, which had been presented in 1781
and 1793 and later altered following the Act of Union of
1801. The Begimental Guidon from the set thal succeeded
the one illustrated here was something of an anomaly in that
its shaot was made in more expansive damask rather than
plain silk. From 1747, and perhaps earliar, the 6th Dragoons
- like the infantry regiment (the 27th Foat) which shares the
fitle ‘Inniskilling' — had bome a badge displaying & castls.
The badgs is intendad to reprasent the castle in the town of
Enniskillen in County Fermanagh, where both regiments
originally wera raised and after which they wers named.
Milme, in a discussion of the colour of the 27th Foot, ramarks
that the badge as it appears more closaly resembles the
pearoy castle of Crom. This is perhaps too pedantic: it is. of
course, entirgly possible that the device was never intendsud
to be an exact represantation of Enniskilien Castle, b
merely an emblematic representation of castles in general.
The fringe is mixed silver and blus, All cords on Plate F are
of mixed gold and crimson. Source:  Jackson, E5., The
Innigkifiing Dragoons: the Records of an Old Cavalry
Regiment (London. 180G,

F2: King's Standard, 1st Royal Dragoons, 1820
At some times between 1751 and 1807 the guidons of the
Roval Dragoons (E3) undarwant a number of changes, By
1807 the badge of the standing lion upon & green bass had
been replaced by a walking lion with one paw raised and
with no green base. The garter of the Order of the Gartar
continuas to surround the badgs, but is now enclosed by a
LInion wraath of thistles, roses and shamrocks, while the
unauthorised motto Spectermur agendn (discussed above) is
placed below the wreath, The wreath (at that time, of course,
comprising only thistles and rmses) was certainly in use by
1778, since & bill of that year describes a new guidon with a
badge, 'within & wreath, the King’s Crest, Garter and Grown'.
Mo reference s made to a motto, however, so il can anly
have besn intreduced between 1778 and 1807, perhaps with
the pair of guidons isswed in 1793,

The warrants of 1747, 1751 and 1768 all specified that
regiments of dragoons should carry guidons: yet the
regiment still has in its possession two standards, one of
which is shown here. The crown appears to be the Impsrisl
State Crown of King Gecrge IV, who came to the throng in
1820, This perhaps gives a clue to the date of thess flags,
bast il does not roveal why they were creatad in the first place.
The King's Standard displays the battle honours samed by
the regiment for the Feninsula and Wateroo, which are
ambroidered directly onto the sheat in the fashion of the
Household Cavalry rather than placed within a scroll; the
devices, including the wreath and the motio on the Second
Standard, are the sams as those described in 1807,

The King's Regulation of 1822 re-emphasised that
dragoon regiments were to carmy guidons, and it ssems likaly
that these two standards wers taken oul of service soon
aftarwards. But why wers they made up at all? Certainly, the
word ‘standard” was applied indiscriminately to any kind of
cavalry flag. whether & trus standard or a guidaon, and soms
confusion may have arsen thare. Yot again, tradition may
have been the key factor, for there seems to have been some
history of carrying standards within the regiment. The return

The Guidon of the 6th Dragoons,
taken into use in 1801, Sheet:
yellow damask with a silver
fringe. Waterloo scroll: blue with
silver edges and lettering. Lower
scroll: black on white with a
silver edge. This rather
sumptuous guidon was the first
to be acquired by 2 new colonel,
Maj. Gen. the Earl of Pembroke,
who clearly wanted to make his
mark. Source: Jackson, E.5., The
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Ianiskiliing Dregoons (London,
1908]).
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sent o the Inspector of Regimental Colours in 1807 reveals
that the King's Guidon was, in fact, a standard {identitied by
the person completing the return, just to add to the
confusion, as a ‘colour). Was this sufficient o overrids
regulation and ensure that the non-regulation standards
were passed by the Inspector of Regimental Colours, or
ware they wholly unofficial? Source: Dawnay, Standards of
the Howsshold Division.

F3: Second Guidon, Royal Morth British Dragoons,
c. 1848
This guidon forms part of the last set to be izsuad 1o the
Greys befora the regulations of 1855 compelled each
regiment to carry a single guidon, When sold in 1992, the
sl'!ee*;s measured approximately 26 by 37ins: the fringe iz of
mixed goid and silver, and nota the unususl finial, It bears the
eagle bedge granted in October 1839, as well as the battle
honours awarded for the Mapoleonic and Crimean Wars, Both
this guidon and its sccompanying Royal Guidon also bear 5
scroll with the additional regimental motto Second fo rone.
In 1842 the regiment was guestioned on their use of this
additional motto. Whatever the regiment’s responss, it
proved inadequate. Lord Hill, the Commander-in-Chicf,
intervened in person, and on his express instructions the War
Office ordersd that the motto should not appsar in the Army
List. It was, Hill argued, impossible to allow this when a
precedent had already been set for the Coldstream Guards,
The Coldstreams wers entitled to exactly the same motio,
but had never received permission to display it in the Army
List, But despite the objections ot Lord Hill, the Greys
sventually won the argumeant, and the motto appeared in the
Army List for the first time in August 1866, Source; Ross, Oig
Secattish Regimental Colours.

F4: Royal Guidon, 1st Royal Dragoons, 1868

In 1838 the Royals were granted a badge displaying a
representation of tha sagle standard of the French 105th
Line Infantry Regiment, which they had captured at the
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battle of Walerlon, The badge was probably first included
on the guidons that were submitted for roval approval in
1839, It wasz with this submission that the controversy
zoncerning the regimental motto, Spectemur a_qendr_i.
first arose. Two battle honours for the Crimean War,
‘Balaklava’ and ‘Sevastopol’, were awsrded to the regiment
in October 1855,

Anissue of new guidons was schadulad for 1859, but the
regulations wers changed, reducing the number to be
camied to one per regiment. The spearhead finial was
replaced by a licn and crown at the same time. The new
single guidon incorporated all the devices proviously
displayed on the second and third guidons only - the badoe,
the mottc and the battle honours. Source: Dawnay,
Standards of the Housshold Division. -

G1: Cornet, 21st Light Dragoons (Royal
Foresters), c.1762, with King's Guidon

The first light dragoons in the British Army were croatad in
1756 as light troops attached to eleven regiments of dragoon
gquards and dragoons. The expsdment proved successful,
and new regiments of light dragoons were infroduced from
1755 anwartls,

The 21st was the last such regiment to be raised and was
formed on 5 April 1760, Its colonal was John Banners,
Marquis of Granby, at that time serving with the British forces
in Germany. The regiment was given the subsidiary title of
Royal, or Roval Windsor, Foresters, Its men wore a cap
similar to that issued to other light dragoon regiments.
differsnt onfy in that it had an asymmetrical front plate. This
style of plate was otherwise unknown in the British Army, but
it was ussd in the Hanoveran army, and had clearly been
cbserved by Granby in Germany, The motto Hic el ubigus
{Here and averywhera) is displayed both on the front of the
cap and on the ragiments Second and Third Guidons.
Granby had orginalhy wished 1o decorate the helmet with a
unicorm, taken from a supportar of his own coat of amms, but

The King's Guidon, 10th Light
Dragoons. Sheet: scarlet rather
than crimson. Scroll: dark blue
with gold decorations. This
guidon is similar in style to the
Third Guidon of the same
regiment (Plate H3) and shares a
similar provenance, so it may be
part of the same set. Source:
actual flag.

his request was twrned down on the grounds that it was
contrary to regulations. The regiment never served abroad,
and was disbanded at Nottingham in 1763, Source: Lawson,
G.C.P, History of the Uniforms of the British Army, wol 1
{London, 1841).

G2: King's Guidon, 215t Light Dragoons {Royal
Foresters), c.1762

The King's Guidon carried by the 21st Light Dragocns
almost, but not quite, follows the regulations. s uncfficial
features can be found in the cartouches, which were meant
to display the ‘rank of the regiment’, Instead they bear only
the letters "H.F." for Roval Foresters; the regimental nurmber
9001 LD" has been omitted. it may well be that this issue of
guidons had Decn made wup before the regiment was
gliocated a number. In addition, the crimson compartmeants
containing the letters are in the wrong colour; sccording to
regulations they should have been biue, the cofour of the
regimontal facings. The Second and Third Guidons bare the
roval cipher in the cantre as a badge, This was placed above
the regimental meotto. When Milne sxarmined them at Belvoir
Castle in the 1690s, the guidons wera about 3dins long
by sbout 2Bins wide. MNote thal all the fringes on Plate G
are gold and crimson mixed. Source: Milne, Stendards
and Colours.

G3: 4th Sgquadron Guidon, 18th Light Dragoons,
1805

The custom of the Honourable East India Company had
long been to present honorary colours and standards to
ragiments which it judged 1o have performed oltstanding
feats of amms. Two cavalry regiments (as well as seversl
infantry regiments belonging to both Grown and Companyl
were selectad for thiz honour following the battie of Assaye
in 1803 one was an Indian regiment, the 4th Madras
Light Cavalry, the other the 18th Light Dragoons. The
Company expressed the hopa that the standards would
‘be used by these corps whilst they continued in India, or
until His Majestys pleasure respecting tham should be
signified.’ Howewver, their appearance remains a mystery.
Mo description or drawing survives; the honorary standard
received by tha 19th has since been lost, while that awarded
to the 4th Madras may not sven have been presented.

What iz cortain, howsver, is that on 10 Aprit 1807 tha 19th,
in common with two of the infantry regiments honoured at
the battle, was granted a special badge to be bome on all its
standards. The device consisted of an alephant and the word
“Assaye’, Since all the regiments honoured after the battle,
including the Indian units, bore this badge, it is probable that
the honorary standards alse incorporated it This 4th
Squadron guidon is in the colour of the regimental facings.
The elephant badgs is in the centre; the carlouches in the
sacond and third corners of the sheet should contain a Union
badge. but instead contain the royal cipher MNote the
squadron-numbared medallion motifl.

The 15th Light Dragoons was dishanded in 1827, Later in
the century Sir John Vandaleur, a descendant of the then
colonel, passed the guidons 1o the regiment's eventual suc-
cessore, the 19th Hussars, The new regiment, raised in 1567
from former soldiers of the East India Company, was per-
mitted to resumea the honowrs and badge of the old 19th in
1874. Source: Milne, Standards and Colours.

Hi: King's Guiden, 18th Light Dragoons, ¢.1803
The compartment that bears the regimental number i
incomsctly colourad crimson, instead of the white of the
regimental facings called for by regulation. The compartmants
of the 3rd Squadron Guidon are comectly coloured white.
Unfike: the infantry, which nevar used white alone as a shest
colour, cavalry regiments appear to have given no thought to
the possibility that the slandards or guidons of units with white
facings could be mistaken for flags of surmender, and never
made atterations 1o a white sheet, When sold in 1989, the
shest measurad 23ins by S2ins; thers was no silver fringe.

The regiment was disbanded in 1821, A naw 158th regiment
was formed in 1858 and was givan the authority to resume
the battle nonours of its predecessor on 20 MNovember of the
sarne year, Source: actual flag.

H2: King's Guidon, 23rd Light Dragoons, 1816
The P3rd Light Dragoons was first raised around 1734 as the
28th, bul was renumbered as the 23rd in 1803, following the
disbandment of a numbss of regiments, The regiment was
converted to lancers in 1818, but was then disbanded in its
turn in the following year.

The guideon ilustrated hers (with its tail folded” to fit our
pagel is one of a set of three; it must have been mads up after
the regiment had been renusmbered in 1803, and was probably
part of the only issue it recsived in its short life. This can be
inferred from the guidon's appsarance, in particular the way in
which the scrolls that bear the ragiment’s battie honours have
hean wadged in between the other devices; "Peninsula’ and
“Waterloo” can only have been added in 1815 or 1816,
Moreover, the Second and Third Guidons both have blus
shesets, which accords with the colowr of the regimental
facings only #s thay were between 1803 and 1806, After this
date the calour of the facings was changed to crimson, but it
would seam that the existing guidons were simply allerad and
that no new flags were taken into service. Source: actual flag.

H3: 3rd Squadron Guiden, 10th Light Dragoons
{Hussars), c. 1820

This guidon was probably part of the last set ever issued to the
10th Light Dragoons. It bears the honours for the Peninsula
and Waterleo and 5o must post-date 1815; perhaps more
significantly, # was for many years in the posseszion of the
farmily of Charles, 3rd Marguis of Londonderry K
(1778-1854}, colonel of the 10th betwesn 1820 and 1843, and
so still colone! in 1834 when light dragooens stopped carrying
guidons aftogether.

The guidon presents several non-regulation fealuras. The
wreath is particutarly rich and detailed, whils the sguadron
numbar is painted directly onto the sheet rather than placed
oh a crimscn disc. Neither doas the guidon bear the other
badges — the rising sun and the red dragon — nomally fo be
found on the flags of a regiment with the subsidiary title of
‘Prince of Wales's'. In 1988, when the guidon came up for
auction, the sheet measursd 23ine on the staff by 34%ins
lomgy. The gotd frings is mow missing. Source: aciual flag.

H4: King's Guidon, 14th {King's) Light Dragoons,
1835

The 14th Light Dragoons had the distinctive badge of a black
and gold Prussian eagle, granted in 1798 when the regiment
was awarded the subsidiary title of the Duchess of York's Own,
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as the duchess at that time was Princess Frederica Charlotte
of Prussia. Note that the fringe iz mixed silver and crimson.
When, in 1830, the regiment bocame the 14th (King's)
Light Dragoons, the eagle badge was relsgated to the
comer cartouches, placed on a white background, and the
regimental title was removed fo the centre, surrounded by
the garter of the Order of the Garter, The Squadron Guidons,
of course, changed colour once maors, tollowing the change
of facings, to the blue of a ‘Royal regiment. Scurce: Cannan,
R., Historical Record of the 14th, or King's, Regiment of Light
Dragoons (London, 1847) and contemporary troop guidon.

I1: Cornet, Yarmouth Volunteer Cavalry, 1798,
with guidon

60 | The figure llustrated here is based on a portrait of Lt Wiliiam

Yarmouth Volunteer Cavalry,
shown in Plate I12. Cipher: gold.
Union badge: natural ¢colours.
Source: Harvey, Norfolk
Yeomanry Cavalry.

The reverse of the Guidon of the
County Sligo Light Horse, whose
ohverse is shown in Plate 13,
Sheet: upper and lower
gquadrants in rose plnk, left and
rght quadrants in black. Centre:
embroidered in gold on a green
background. Scroll: likewiss
black. Lettering: all in silver. The
harp, crown and the letters CSLH
are all heightened by the use of
sequins. Source: Hayes-McCoy,
Irish Flags.

Palgrave (1771-1838), who was sppointed to the ragiment on
20 Juns 1798, The frocp was one of a very large number of
ndependent troops in the county of Norfolk at this time — as
many as sevanleen by the time Wilson's chart was published
in 1807. Almost all of the trocps listed for the county waora red
unifurms with black facings. The uniform worn by Palgrave is
typical of many of the yeomanrny units of this period, with itz
Tarleton helmet, frogged jacket, waistcoat and breeches. The
height of his stock and kerchief reveal him to be a man of
some fashionable aspirations. Born in Coltishall, he was one
of the troop's original officers, but appears to have remained
a lieutenant. Ha later became Mayor of Great Yarmeuth. The
obverse of the guidon is shown in an accompanying line
illustration, Source: Harvey, R, Records of fhe Norfolk
Yoomanry Cavalry (Morwich, 1908).

The cbverse of the Guidon of the

The Guidon of the Mayo Legion
Light Horse, ¢.1780, obverse.
Sheet: deep blue green with gold
fringe. Gentre: white with a [
green wreath; Hibernia dressed [
in white with brown hair, her
breastplate decorated in blue,

her helmet with red plumes;

ground green; bale: white with

black markings; pole and | jE
caduceus silver; cap of liberty =
white and blue; sea end ship in [
natural ealours, the ship flying a

red ensign with 8 harp badge.

Seroll white with black letters

and silver edge. Swags: silver.

Source: Bulletin of the lrizh i
Georgian Sociely, vol. 33, p.15. |

The Standard of the Drogheda |
Cavalry, 1798, obverse. Sheet: |
crimson with a gold fringe on all
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four sides. Centre: a red shield ,_Aa%?'
with a silver castle, three gold ‘jiﬂl.- -\aﬂ
liens and 2 gold ship with white Ilﬁ |

sallz, which flies the Unien flag. [ 1..\

Crest: a white crescent and a |
gold star. Scroll: white with gold |
lettering and edging. Source:

Bulletin of the Irlsh Georgian

Society, vol. 33, p.2T.

s

12: Guidon, Yarmouth Voluntear Cavalry, 1788

This plate shows the reverse of the guidon carried by the
carnat in Plate 11, The arms displayed in the centrs ars thosa
of the town of Great Yarmouth. Although the various troops
raized within the county were not regimentad together,
several ot them usad similar badgss on their guidons. The
standard of the Bloficld and South Walsham Troop and that
of the Holkham Yeomanry Cavalry both displayed a shield
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bearing a castls (prazumably intended to raprasent Monwich
castle), and it is likely that the standard presented fo the
Clackolose Troop also bore such a badge - its shoulder-belt
plates certainty showed a similar three-towerad castle.

The guidon of the Yarmouth Voluntssr Cavelry was
presented from the baleomy of the town's Angsd Inn by Lady
Bacon, the wite of the troop commandsr, Captain Sir
Edmund Bacon, B, The guidon was received by the cornet,
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Richard Ferrier, bafore being taken to the parish church
where a sarvice of consecration was held, The regiment then
returned to parads in the Market Place before maoving off for
sxgrcises. The day finished back at the Angel Inn, this time
the venue for a calebratory dinner. Source: Harvey, Narfoik
Yeamanry Cavalry.

13: Guiden, County Slige Light Horse, ¢.17B6

At the tirme of the War of American Independence tha militia in
Ireland was wvirtually moribund; conssquently a large number
of units of volunteers were crganised for the purpese of kocal
detence. The term Volunteer was used indiscriminately for
all of these units, no matter what their am of service -
cavalry, infantry or artillery. Around one thousand such units
wera raised in total, although their exact number remains
uncartain. They varied greatly in size and were only at length
organised into larger units of battafion or regimental strength,
Recruited lamely but by no mesns sxclusively from the
Protestant population, north and south, the voluntesr
movement soon devoted itself to politics rather than military
affairs. Riven by internal divisions over Irish legislativa
independence and Catholic emancipation, it was finally
disbanded in 1723,

The flags camied by the Voluntsers were extremaly diverse
in their symbolism, and few if 2ny paid the slightast attantion
to the requlations which govarned the flags of the regular
army. The guidon shown here is quite typical in this respect.
The sheet iz 2ft wide by 3ft fong and displays hand-
embroidered devices, the colours heighlened {e.g. on the
Surirays) by seguins; nota the tassels ‘knottad' into the sitver
fringe at intervals. The reverse is shown in the ACCOMPAnying
line illustration; the crown is a so-called ‘Irish’ crown, much in
favour with the Volunteers, as it conveyed the sense that
Irzland remained & separate kingdom, although one loyval to
the cause of King George, Carrying a flag whose two sides
were guite different was not unigue to this unit. The Royal Glin
Hussars and the Tullamars True Blue Rangers, to guots just
two other sxamples, both caried guidons of nor-reguiation
shape, where the obvorse differed from the reversea.

During the 1790s the Volunteers were replaced by
organised regiments of Militia, which were assisted from
1796 cnwards by newly raised Yeomanry units. Like
‘woluntear’, the term ‘yeomanny’ was used to describe all the
new units, whether infantry or cavalry. Most were disbanded
after 1815, but some lingersd on until the mid-1830s. Unlike
the Volunteers of the 17E0s, the Yeomanry units were
recruiled exclusively from the Protestant tenantry, and it iz
hardly surprising that they were much concernaed to prutect
the Protestant Ascendancy. This is made abundantly clesr
by the devices they employed on their flags. Many of the
surviving examples bear the royal arms, cipher andior
motto, and Union wreaths, Unlike the tags of the
Volunteers, most Yeomanry standards and guidons bear 2
central badge and four cormer cartouches. However, their
adharence to the regulations was by no means complete.
Although maost units were uniformed as light dragoons and
therafore carried guidons, some, like the Drogheda Cavalry,
contravened regulations by carrying standards instead.
Similar anomalies are to be found among English Yeomanrey
units (s22 the notes to Plate J3 below). t may be that,
despite their uniform, the Drogheda Cavalry and its fellows
thought of themselves as heavy cavalny and so chose 1o
carry the standards befiting their self-appointed status.
Source: Hayes-McCoy, History of Insh Flags.

J1: Guidon, Black Heath Cavalry, 1798

The Black Heath Cavalry was a unit of Kant Yeomanry, and
the guidon shown here bears prominently the traditional
while horse device of thal counfy. Unusually, both this horse
and those in the cormer cartouches face away from the staff
instead of lowards it. This iz unlikely to have been daliberate
and was most probably a mistake made at the time that the
guidon was painted.

A contemporary of the Black Healh Cavalry was the
Elham Troop, East Kent Yeomanry, which carried two
guidons both bearing the white horse and illustrated in
the accompanying line drawings, The Elham Troop had

The Guiden of the Elham
Troeop of Yeomanry (Kent),
c.1800. Sheet: grey with a
gold fringe. Centre: a horse
in silver within a golden
wraath. Scroll: gold with
black lettering. Source:

' Smith, East Kent Mounted
| Rifles,

~ The same Troop’s second
-~ Guidon. Sheet: desp red.

Shield and scroll: gold.

Horse: silver. Source: Smith,
East Kent Mounted Rifles.
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praviously been based in Evington, whers, in 1787, it was
presanted with a purple and orange standard bearing. in the
cantre, the royal srms embroidersd in gold thread, and the
motto Liberty, foyalty and properfy. Sources: JSAHR, -.'gI.D.
pp.126, 137; Smith, H.J., The East Kent Mounied Rifles
[Feltham, 1992].

J2: ard Troop Guidon, Loyal Lincoln Rangers,
1798

This guidon bears the arms of the city of Lincoln. The
guidon of the 2nd Troop was identical but for the riLarmibes
placed on the medallion which is suspended from the motto
scroll, The guidon of the 1st Troop was crimson, and hc_:re
the royal coat of arms in the centre, placed at:r}_ve a Union
badge. All three were painted, and measure 32ins long I:u;,f
24ins on the staff, Note the troop-numbersd medallion metil
balow the scrall.

The Rangers wera in fact presentad with no fewer than
five guidons in total - three of thase wers painted and
are described above, while two meore were embroiderad.
One of the latter bore the royal arms, the other the knot
badge of the Harrington family. Source: JSAHR, vol10,
pp-166-67.

J3: Standard, Northumberland and Newcastle
Volunteer Cavalry, 1822

The Morthumberdand and Newcaslle Volunteer Cavaliry was a
new crealion of 1819, 3 succassor to various troops raised
during tha Napoleonic Wars. The regiment paraded for the
first time on 24 March 1820 on the Town Moorn, Newcastls,
whare it was presented with two standards Dy Mrs.
Brandling, the wile of Charles Brandling, the Leutenant-
Colonel Commandant, and two other ladies. In their spesch
the ladies expressed °.. the fullest conviction that they
entrustad them [Le. the standards] to those who in every
situation would defend tharm like Englishmen.’ The colonel in
turn responded '... in a speech fraught with loyalzy.

The regiment was dressed as light dragoons, in dark blue
with light blus facings, yet they were presentsd not _w.ar the
regulation guidons but with lwo standards. Mor did these
standards meet contemporary regulations; the corner
carlouches were omitlad in favour of sprige of shamrock,
roses and thisties, and the abbreviated title of the
ragiment was contained within a winding wreath of
myosotis (forgel-me-not’). Source: Pease, H., The History
of the Northumberand (Hussars) Yeomanry, 1819-19719
(London, 1524).

Ja: Guidon, Welford and Newbury Yeomanry
Cavalry, 1831

This troop chose to commemorate on their guidon a
prominent local lendowner, as well as two local towns. The
arms in the centre of the flag are, from left to right, those
attricuted at the time to the borough of Newhury, those of
the Eyre family, and those of the borough of Reading.

.ﬂ-.r1- carfier yeomanry lroop had also recruited in the
Mewhury area. This was the Donninglon Castle alrm
Wewbury United Cavalry, who around 1804 were camying
a bluish-green silk guidon of a most unusual patterr_l. r-.dcst_
of the shest was occupied by a romantic wview of
Donnington Castle.

Another yeomanry regiment raised in the county was
the Berkszhire Provisional Cavalry, formed in 1797 and
distanded in 1800, The regiment carried a scarlet guidon
with, in the centre, the Union badge (2 rose and a thistla
only, since the unit pre-dated the Union with Ireland); the
second and third corners bors green cartouches, with the
wards “Berks. Prov. Y.C.' in gold letters, within a wreath of
roses and thistles. The regimeantal uniform was green with
scarlst facings. The guidon either had no fringe, or it had
disappeared by the time the fiag was exhibited in the early
1950s; if the frings did exist, it was probably in sitver, since
the uniform lace was white. Source: JSAHR, vol 28, .99
wol.30, p.a712.
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The history of military forces, artefacts, British Colours
personalities and techniques of warfare.
& Standards

1747-1881 (1)
Cavalry

Ih

In this first of a two-part sequence
a respected vexillologist describes,
explains and illustrates a wide
variety of the standards and
guidons carried during the 18th
and 19th centuries by British
Household, Regular, Yeomanry

Diagrams and Volunteer cavalry units. The
successive regulations between
1747 and 1868 are supported by
tables of ‘ancient badges’ and
battle honours; by many

Full colour artwork

examples of non-regulation
practice (in the cavalier tradition
of the British cavalry); and by
ten dazzling plates by Richard
Hook, detailing some 35 flags
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