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THE PHONEY YBpApn 

en Britain finally went to war alongside when the time came. As far as air power was 
France against Germany on 3 September concerned, it was calculated the Allies had about 850 
1939, it was with the confidence that her each of fighters and bombers and some 950 w 

own lack of sufficient, trained troops would be reconnaissance and army co-operation aircraft against 
compensated for by thc might of the French army. The 1,000 fighters, nearly twice as many bombers and 
five divisions available for the British Expeditionvy about 800 reconnaissance and army co-operation 
Force (BEF) would be followed by a further five and aircraft. There appears to have been little, if any, 
cake their place in the line with a much p e r  discussion of armoured fighting vehicles (AFVs) - 
number of French divisions. As Winston Churchill anks, armoured cus and armoured troop carriers. 
was to remark, 'Thank God for the French army!' The battlefield, it was wumed, would be on the 

B B O W ~ ~ s a r l h  The serious preparations for war had begun only French borders. The east, facing Germany, was already 
~clarlkpnrmmo some six months earlier. It was then thought that equipped with the most sophisticated and secure 
MInkbrndMInkbrd France would be able to mobi i i  72 divisions to complex of fortresses Europe had ever seen, the 
#tirrAtbCl(arAa)h add to the fortress troops which numbered some 12 Maginot Line. Within a steel and concrete carapace, 
fhml~ bY divisions. The Germans, it was estimated, would be in for the most pu t  buried underground and with 
m m Y n h * r  a p i t i o n  to put 1 16 divisions in the field, but because artillery-bearing turrets commanding the approaches, 
Anlha* EW 12 llovarnbr they would have to conquer Poland before a&ng hundreds of men could eat, sleep, relax, exercise and 
lSW.(lrrrmCa France, that number would be somewhat depleted sand guard to presewe thc integrity of French soil. 

. , 

L 
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An& Maumis wrote; 
'Whathnr- ~ t r t b e s l l p m n r ~ t . ~  

all tbe won& and p m k  ri the* aLnu that g m e d  
and rngimrn hue cLoml to convert intwfimmr~ not 
onb wboh mountru'm but a wboh mnge o f  mountains, 
tbat nbcy s h o d  haw impreputed m'nbfin a q  inch of 
the thrcamed pound all along our nortb-cas~m 
fintien and fiund (Sbwnmmt afirr G o m m m t  
&ngtogiwrhm,tbennvswaymillimrr ... ThrEnglirh 
wwr Mnricd ofporing a*r tbe a n n o m d p b o ~ h s ,  
the firing-maps, thc &wings and tbe aLapmr whirh 
mean tbat on a sing& tchpbom urll of rhnr or fiur 
figum, a storm ofhk will rain on sncb andsuch a 
segmmtofwoodB1ZmsuebandrvrhaKFtionof 
knitoty 243, Thy w t r j k i ~ t c d  by tbe pnFmon of 
&tail ..: 

Between these strongholds, to m i d  their being 
out&nked and by-@ as they had been in the Fim 
World War, mobiie interval troops supported the static 
works. This impressive, expensive and ultimately futile 
defena ran from the Swiss borde~ to La F d ,  24km 
(15 miles) south-east of Sedan. The 35 divisions of 
General G. Prhelat's Anny Group 2, a t h i i  of the 
French army, held that line. To the wesr of the last 
fort a string of strongpoinrs, c o n m e  bunkers and 
pill-boxes, w e d  along the Meuse and across 
northern France t d  Lille whem it petered out, 
partly because of insufficient fimds, partly to avoid 
disrupting a region of immense industrial and 
commercial impomce and partly to m i d  excluding 
the Belgians, allies in the last war and pmbable allies in 
the next. 

When Maumis's book, Thr Bath5 off in^, was 
later published he added a footnote to his chapter on 
the Maginot Line, saying: 

We know AMW tbat tbe MMIlgt lim-compk u~lu a 
akn~diPrwoftbem~dbutIpublisbthLasbwar 
unitten in J a n u a ~  Z%O. ' 

In November 1939 the South African H i  
Commissioner to London, Dcncys Rcia visited 
France. Reia had fought his first war 40 years d e r ,  
against the British in the Second Anglo-Boer War. His 
second had been not for, but, as he explained, with the 
British against the Germans, when he rose to the 
command of the 1st Royal Scots Fusiliers. Now, the 
representative of his wunuy, he r o d  hmiliar 
territory making ready fbr yet another war. He was not 
much impressed. He reports a conversation with 
Gamelin who complained bitterly of the kck of 
Belgian cooperation in making the Maginot Line 
complete and their continued obstinacy in rcfuring 
snff l i n  in the face of the German threat. He 
viewed the line under wnmucrion by the British east 
of Lille. 

We rhwk our head at wbat we sum Thc nnu line, 
u& burriedcommction, d u n  am~ur i rh  &. 
T h r m n c h a w m s ~ t b e c o n ' - I r & d m M t b e k h  
had bvilt at i n d  of eight hunddpnir P3Om.l 
contained only a in& anti-tank ripr apim and tbe 
hpboIafknl S~&WIZYS With ~ f i d  U b . .  . ' 

He visited the Maginot Line at Mont de Welshe 
and found the fortifications impressive, proof against 
frontal assault, but what of its being incomplete? On 
hi mum to London Reia was grudgingly granted an 



... , 

invasion, had d& h a  n 

di b e e ,  or entering Belgium when the Germans wo 
% '4 in& (and thus when the French would be At 68 years dd, Gamdin was already of retirement 

welcome) to halt the incursion on Belgian soil. age, and hir experience was firmly based on the 
Matters were further complicated by the uncertain previous war. He had baen on JoWs staff in 1914 and 

, , 

position of the Dutch. The Netherlands had wnmvcd became a divisional commander later in the war. Like ....&;;3.' 

to remain neutral in the First World War and clearly hi fellows in the higher ranks of the French army, he ' , 
.&T 

hoped to repeat the performance should another war had been impressed by the rewards of a defensive . C. 

=. . - - -- - - -- - - - - 
, rdlaguc~-did not want to when the ~chli& plan in modified form brought 

iccq#$+;.~ ,. - tbun sweeping round anriJodovise through Belgium p::::-?T..- 
. .. to thraten Puis. C i  the solid bastion of the 

Maginot Line, this was what, presumably, they would 
have to do again. The trouble was that Belgium, 
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them. General Gaston Billotte, commanding First 
Army Group and responsible for the allied left as far as 
Sedan, was asked to look into this and was supported 
by his superior oficer, the C-in-C North-east Front. 

t 
General Joseph Georges. in resisting the plan. 

The final decision grew out of a curious incident. 
O n  9 January 1940 a German aircraft, an Me-108. 
came down near Mechelin, a little way north of 
Maastricht, having strayed in bad weather. One of the . . occupants, Major Hellmuth Reinberger, had a 
briefcase stuffed with secret papers relating to the 
planned invasion of Belgium and the Netherlands. He 
was unable to destroy all of them on capture and the 
Belgian authorities passed the information to the 
French and the Dutch. Although the Belgians did not 
go as far as to admit their friends to their territory the 

. information led to the adoption of the modified Dyle- 
Breda Plan on 20 March. This ~rovided for 30  
divisions, the cream of First Army Group, to thrust 

.lppro.lch in the past and now saw his task as the forward to  the Dyle and beyond, with the French 
ABOVE German AFVs at 

selccrion of a defensive position against which a Seventh Army under General Henri Giraud rushing 
Granadella, Catalonia. 

German attack would fail. The  first scheme, along the Belgian coast to link with the Dutch. Two of 
Valuable experience was promulgated on 25 October, was to man a line from the three French armoured divisions would be 
gained by the Germans in the Antwerp southwards, along the Scheldt (in France involved and all three Light Mechanised Divisions 
use Of a becoming the Escaut) River, through Ghent and (DLMs), which were actually nor light at all. A DLM 
their participation in the Tournai, but this left Brussels out and Plan D,  to take was armed to the level of a Panzer Division, having, 
'IJanish Civil War.m4988/*) up position on the little River Dyle, further east, on a typically, 80 Somua S35s. 8 0  Hotchkiss H35s, 60  

BELOW ,,, vision that 
line through Louvain and south to Namur and Dinanr, Renaulr AMR33 light tanks and 40 Panhard P-178 

haunted all who had served 
was ordered on 15 November. That, however, left the armoured cars. The BEF, as a minor part of this 
Dutch out of the partnership and Gamelin toyed with manoeuvre, was to take up positions due east of the 

on the Western Front in the 
the idea of pushing north of Anrwerp to link with Belgian capital, Brussels. 

First World War. This tank, 
646 commanded by Captain 
D. G. Bmwne in Me Ypres 

salient on 31 July 1917, was 
stopped by the mud alone; 
the damage seen was the 
result of subsequent shelling. 
Guderian's strictures (see 
page 14) on choice of terrain 
were based on experience. m 
8671M) 

OPPOSITE RIGHT German 
Panzer IAs on manoeuvres in 
1939. m z8~4m14) 

.A- 
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FALL GELB 
While all this planning was going on, nothing much 
eke was. The Germans, with their Soviet allies, had 
finished the conquest of Poland with chilling 
a a e n c y  in precisely four weeks. In d o i i  so they had 
added valuable new lessons to those already lamed in 
the Spanish Civil War. In particular, the need to 
ovemme the d u m n c e  of front line commandus to 
keep moving ahead and the absolute -ity of 
increasing the pmpomon of more havily armoured 
ranks, Panzer IIIs, against the thin-skinned Panzcr Is. 
The German leader, AdoIf Hider, was all eagerness to 
atrack the AUies in November, but, to the vast relief of 
his generals, was dissuaded by a combination of truth 
- the need to reequip and b-ore bnnations to 
combat readiness - and inykpetence - the plans 
offcreduptbrtheanadL 

The original German plan, F d  Gdb, (Case 

Ydlow) was b a d  on braching Belgian neutrality 
with a thrust t 4  Ghent. What was to happen 
after that was not wntanplared. It was a plan of so 
little inspiration and so easily counted that it k 
sucprisii dut  it was given credence by the &, Ict 
done the Germans. Even thii plan was reluaandy 
assembled by the G e m  High Command, OKH 
(Obmtommnndo da Hmr), which was convinced that 
&cient strrngth to overcome Fmce could nor be 
assembled befbre 1942. The plan was rejected and sent 
back b r  m r k i n g .  The ferocious winter then put 
matters on hold. The time gained not only allowed the 
army to build itself tbr the coming it also 
a l l d  an alternative plan to evolve. 

THE THINKERS 
The grand plans of both sides were being made by the 
d l i i e d  leaders, the men who had experienced 

command in the previous European war. On the 
AUid pan, the French, who as the largest contributors 
of manpower had the upper hand in strategic 
planning, were set on defence, p&rably in someone 
else's country, and the Germans had learned to fear the 
tenacity of the French soldier. Narher group had given 
sufficient attention to new ideas. 

In September 1916 a practical indiation of the 
way war wu evolving had been given. The British used 
tanks to attack German positions at Flers in the Battle 

of the Somme. Thi was bUowed by the British a d  
at Arras in April 1917 and the French assault at Berry- 
au-Bac later the same month and, the outstanding 
demonstration of the weapon's potential, G m b n i  in 
November. Afrer the war such t h i i  as J. F. C. 
Fuller, Bad LiddeU Hart, E. D. Swinton and G. Le Q. 
Martel in Britain had kept both the technical 
development and the tacrical use of annoured fighting 
vehides alive ac a subject of military interest. In France 
an officer attached to the SmtarLt GCnCral dc la 
CXfince Nationale, an advisory body to the Prime 
Minister, o d d  hi views in 1934 on a pmfcsiond, 
mechanised brcc in a book entitled Vm limnir rir 
&, translated into Englii in 1940 under the tide 
The Anny 4th Fw. Its author, C h d s  de Gaulle, 
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RIGHT German infantry shelter 
behind an advancing tank on 
the outskirts of Warsaw, 25 

September 1939. VM 23strnnl 

BELOW The 'Char B', Renault .. 
61 bis, Toulal in which 
Lieutenant Caraveo fought in .- 
May 1940 at Stonne, where it 
now stands as a memorial. 
(MME Wmnffi) 

OPOSITE BOTTOM March 1940 
-me Renauk factory building 
me Char B. ox! w l c n )  

.s WE- 

was given much the same respectful arrenrion as his 
contemporaries over the English Channel: thar is. 
\,irrually none. 

In Germany equal rhoughr was being given to the 
subject, and in 1937 Major-general Heinz Guderian, 
commander of rhe 2nd Panzer Division, published his 
book Achtung! Pan& It did not appear in English 
until 1992. Guderian served much of rhe First \Yrorld 
War in signals and became a radio specialisr before 
becoming a staff officer. H e  rhen joined the sraff of 
General E. Tschischwirz, head of Motor Transporr 
Troops, and srudied rhe use of mororised troop 

- 
. - 

formations, being driven to conclude rhat, alone, rhey 
were useless, but wirh artillery, engineers and tanks, 
the combinarion would be immensely powerful. 
\%ether it was his background o r  his military genius 
thar led Guderian ro rhis vision of integrated 
operarions involving ranks, artillery, engineers and 
mobile infanrry is a moot poinr; what is important is 
rhat Guderian's viexvs were to mould the srrareg and 
racrics of the Panzer divisions. H e  specified three 
racrical requirements: surprise, deployment en masse 
and suitable rerrain. 

O f  surprise he said: 
' T / J ~  rapid e-yecution of the armozired attack is o f  

decisive importance for the oritcome of t / ~ e  battle: 
t l~e sripporting arms that are destined for permanent 
co-operation with the tanks must  according!^, be jrirt as 
f i t -mo~ing  as the tanks themselr,es, and t/~q mrrst a h  be 
united 11~itl7 the tanks in an all-arms formation in 
peacetime.' 

The  principle of deploymenr en masse is, he 
stared, valid for all arms and as to rerrain, 

'the rank,forces should be committed on(]! wl~ere tl~ere 
are no obstacb that exceed the capacig of their mnchines; 
otherwise the armorired attack will break on the terrain.' 

This was a truism rhat the strategists of the 
previous war had lirrle difficulty in flouting, 
subsequenrly ro assert that rhe tanks were useless. The  
only elemenr missing from rhe array of forces 
Guderian discusses is the dive-bomber which is 
capable of fulfilling the function of arriller).. The 

a 
alrcraft was seen, ar rhe time of publicar~on, as a 
reconnaissance tool and as a weapon to ~nrerdict 
reinforcement of rhe ranks' oblecrlves 
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Allied Order of Battle - 10 May 1940 (with names of commanders principally concerned. Units reading from north [IefI] to south [right]) 

RAF Bomber Vuillemin Gamelin 
Command (London) (C-n-C Alr Forces - (Supreme Commander French ..------- 

I Coulomm~ers) Land Forces - Vincennes) --____ ---____ Doumenc 
I (Major-General - 

Banatt 
(Bnt~sh Alr Forces Tetu 

, 1 , ----.--.. .--. MonIwI 

In France - Chauny) ;... (OfC Alr Co-operation Other Fronts Georges ---- 
I ,, --. Forces) fC-m-C Nodh-East Front - 
I I -. I I -. --. La Ferte-sous-Jouane) 

RAF Advanced Air ', d'Astier de la Vigerie 

Striking Force (Playfair) 's,, (Zone of Air 
Operations North) 

Billoite No. 2 Army Gmup NO. 3 Army Group 
RAF Component (No. 1 Army Group) (35 DNS - Pr6telat) (1 4 Dim - Besson) 

(Blountl *---. --__ --__ -- -- --- .- --___ . 
French Seventh Army BEF French First Army French Ninth Army French Second 

(Giraud - 7 Dim (Lord God - 9 Divs. (Blanchad - (Corap, later ' Army 
incl. 1st DLM. 174 tanks) 1 Army Tank Bde) 10 Dim) Gtraudl (Huntz~ger) 

Reserves ~avally'corps 
Dutch A m y  , U 8 D i i  i x I 3 ~ r m o u ~ ~ ~ )  (Pnoux - 

10Dws 2nd & 3rd DLMs, 
174 tanks each1 

I I I 
Belgian A m y  1st DCR 2nd DCR 3rd DCR 4th DCR 

20 Dlvs (BNne.3~ - (BNch6 - (Brocad - (de Gaulle - 
150 tanks) 150 tanks) 150 tanks) not yet formed) 

(A) = 'A' DNision 
(0) = '6' Divlsion 
(Fl = Fortress Div 

I Cavalry I 
(2nd 8 5th DLC Mllll Corps 

1st Cav Bdel 
(Rochardl 

I X Corps 
(Grandsard) + 

55th DN 63) 7lst Div (01 3 North 
(Lafontainel (Baudell Afncan (R) 

I I I 
Cavalry 

I 
In Reserve I1 Corps XI Corps 

1 
XLI Corps 

(4th 8 1 st DLC 

A 
(Bouifet) (Martin) (tibaud1 

3rd Spahl Bde) 

I 
ISancelme) (Etchbemgarayl (R) (Boucher) (DJfetl 

h 
4th N Afncan (R) 53rd DN (8) 5th Motorized 18th DN (A) 22nd D i  (A) 61 st DN (0) 102nd (F) Div (R) 

(Hasslerl Naufhier) (Portzert) 
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THE MANSTEIN PLAN 
In October 1939 Colonel-general Gerd von 
Rundstedt, in wmmand of Army Gmup A, had as his 
Chief-of-Sd Erich von Manstein, to whom he 
defend in strategic planning. Neither of them were 
taken with the Fa1 Gclb pm+ and they sought an 
alternative. 

The Manstein plan - to cut the bat mobiie French 
and British troops off from their support and rcxm 
by rhrusting through to their south, and then to 
destroy them - was submitted to OKH in a 
memorandum countersigned by Rundstedt and dated 
31 October 1939. It did not mention Scdvl or the 
Arde~es ,  but did o h  the destruction of the enemy. 
It was not welcome. OKH wanted time to in- the 
srrength of the army and was mainly concerned with 
restraining Hitler. The meetings and arguments 
continued. In November Manstein summoned 
Gudcrian, now in command of XD[ F'anzcr C o p ,  to 
discuss the possibility of p i n g  a suitable force 
through rhe A r d e ~ e s  to cross the riw Mcuv at 
Sedan and strike for Amiens. After careful 
consideration and study, Guderian assured Manstein 
that it was possible, provided the knzus were p-t 
in sufficient strength; preferably the entire 
w m p l m n t  of Pvucrs in the German army. 

The next metporandum, of early December, 
suggested that the $ncipal use of the Germans' 
Pvlzer force should be on the Meuse. Shorrly after this 
the errant a i d  with Major Rcinbugcr blunded 
into Belgium, r e n d  foul weather delayed Gelb 
again and Hider, appnised of the hornet's nest s t i r d  
up in Mgium and the Netherlands, cancelled Gelb for 
good. A new plan was demanded. The Allies' concept 

of l i l y  German plans was clear from their troop 
movements aftcr the Mechelen incident, and 
Mansrein, with characteristic arrogance, renewed his 
arguments for his plan. He was promptly posted to a 
new wmmand as general of an infantry c o p .  Before 
he went a wu game undertaken on 7 February tested 
the plan. It stood up d. A day or so later Colonel I. 
G. Sdunundt, Hid& chief adjutant, happened to 

visit Rundscedt's headquuters and Manstein had a 
chance to o u d i  the plan to him. It was rhe first 
Hitleis staff had heard of it and the concept matched 
thc Fiihrer's own, but with added precision given by a 
trained military mind A meeting between Hider and 
Manstein was contrived, ostensibly to mark the 
occasion of his caking up his new wmmand, and the 
morning of 17 February was spent in derailed 
dixussion. Hider then summoned the Commander- 
in-Chief of thc army, Colonel-general Walter von 
Brauchitsch and Chief-of-Sd Genual Franz Haldcr 
to hear the astounding plan the Fiihrer had devised. It 
could not, of course, be undertaken before lare spring 
and an early summer campaign would follow. .?his 
suited OKH much better, and the arm+ recovery 
from the Polish campaign would also be nevly 
complete. A w m b i i i o n  of chance and insight had 
given Germany a strategy that was to prove decisive. 

SlCHELSCHNllT 
In Halder's hands Manstein's plan was taken to its 
logical conclusion The operadons of Army Gmup B 
under Colond-gcneral Fedor von Bock were to be a 
lure to draw the French and British nonh into 
Belgium. The action would have to be vigomus to be 
dfmive, but only three Pvuet divisions, of which two 
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would be trvlsfcrrcd to Rundsccdt as soon as possible, 
were left to him and his force was, overall, reduced by 
a rhird to 29 divisions. In the eut, opposite the 
Maginot Line, Wilhelm Rittu von Leeb's Army Gmup 
C with 19 divisions was to make much of iuJf to  keep 
the French thue in force. Meanwhile the 45 divisions 
of Army Gmup A, which included seven Pvucr 
divisions, would deliver the major blow. The 'sickle 
cut', sichdschnin, would slice the Allies in two. 

THE TANKS 
The Trary of V e d e s  ending the F i i  World W u  
had forbidden Germany to have tanks, so they were 
obviously much to be desid.  The Gamans therefore 
worked with the R u s s i i  and the Swedes in laying the 
foundations of what was to become a legendary force. 
By 1939 they had Pvucr divisions quipped mainly 
with hnwrkvnpfwagen (PzKpfw) Is and [Is, the 
training and the reconnaissance AFVs. The former had 
a crew of two and was armed with twin 7.29mm 
machine-guns, was thinly armourad at 15mm, but was 
light and quick. The l a m  was even fastet, had an 
additional crew member, heavier armour and 
substituted a 20mm cannon for one of the machine- 
guns. Neither could be considered formidable. To 
these had bcen added, aftcr Hider renounced the 
interdiction on tanks in 1935, the PzKpfw 111, a 
serious improvement with a 50mm gun, two machine- 
guns, 30mm of armour and a crew of five and the 
PzKpfw N which carried a 75mm gun and 43mm of 
armour. These were, however, much longer in the 
building than anticipated and wm thus in short 
supply at the outbreak of war. The shodill was tilled 
to some extent by Gch d a i  nLcn over after the 
Germans had seized the country that developed them. 
The PzKpkw 35(t) and 38(t) had 37mm guns and 
four man crews. They wm slighdy mom lightly 
armourad than the PzKpfw I1 and slower, but the 
additional crew gave them an advantage in iighting 
ability. 

In May 1940 German rank suurgrh stood at 523 
PzKpfw Is, 955 PzKpfw IIs, 349 PzKpfw IIIs, 278 

PzKpfw Ns, 106 35(t)s and 288 38(t)s. Some two- - - thirds of the force of 2,499 tanLs war the light, 
vulnerable and mvially-armed Is and 11s. 

The French AFVs were p-t in greater n u m b  l a u I . ~ w * ~ r o r . ,  
with 3.285 ank.5 available. A third of then war IYtZ--*- 

scatted about as inhntry support while the rest wm "LIm 

divided between the DLMs and the new armourad 
divisions, the Divisions CuinssCes (KRs) .  Two 
DCRs had bcen formed in January 1940 and the third 
in Much. The 4th Fmch Armourad was not in 
existence until the German invasion was aLezdy under 
way. The DLMs had Somua S354 medium tanks with 
40mm of amour and armed with a 47mm gun and a 
machine gun. Their Hotchkiss H35s had only 18mm 
of armour and a 37mm gun. The DCRs also had 
Hotchkiss tanks, but their chief wapon was the 
massive Renault Blbii  rbe Chat B, with 80mm of 
armour, a 47mm gun in the wm on top and, 
mounted in the hull, an impressive 75mm gun. The 
great dnwback of French rank design was that the 
~nr ts  were small and the commander of the AFV had 
not only to w n d  the tank, but also to xrvc and fire 
the gun. The hull-mounted wapon of the Char B 
could be elevated and d c p ~  but not trawsed; the 
whole rank had to be turned. What is more, it 
was~e~~edbythedriver.Afinal,fitaltlawwasthe 
positioning of the radiator grille on the Rank of the 
rank. It might as Well have bcen labdled 'I am 
vulnerable here, pleve shoot' The Char B was, none 
the l a ,  formidable. 

The British conmbution included 4th and 7th 
Battalions, Royal Tvlk Regiment, each with 50 
InhnnyTvlks Mark I, known as Matildas. That two- 
man ranks were heavily armoured. 60mm. and 
quipped with a machine gun. They war hombly 
slow, really no more than a shell-proof crawling 
machine-gun emplacement, and wm i n d u c e d  in 
February 1939. The pmtotypc Mark I had stimulated 
the demand for a gunutrying, hster version with a 
&man crew. Only 23 of rhe 2-pounder (40mm) 
gunned Mark IIs had reached the army in May 1940. 

ese b a d o n s  also had a small number of the 
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ABOVE The driver posltion of 
Me Char B with the 75mm 
gun alongside. rn m . m )  

three-man light Mark U s ,  with only 14mm of armour 
and two machine-guns, the AFV used by the seven 
British cavalry battalions with the BEF which had 28 
of them each. The 1st Armoured Division started to 
arrive in France at Le Havre in May 1940, with one 
brigade in Mark VIs and a second with Cruiser tanks, 
lightly armoured but carrying a 2-pounder gun. Both 
these British tank, had top speeds equal to the best of 
the German AFVs at 30mph (50kmph). 

Although attempts had been made to use wireless 
communication with tanks and aircraft in the First 
World War, the first practical wireless sets did not 
appear until 1926 when the British introduced radio- 
te<ephony (RIT) which carried voice messages over 
short ranges, morse code signals carried by wireless- 
telegraphy (WIT) being well-established and 
operating over quite long distances. The No.2 radio set 
of 1932 had a range, from a stationary tank, of 12 
miles (19km). By the outbreak of the war the British 
were on the point of introducing the H F  (high 
frequency) No.19 set, vastly improved, which had the 
added advantage of giving not only external 
communication with other ranks, but also internal 
communication with the crew. Guderian, already 

experienced in radio, was well aware of the 
developments of the early 1930s. and in Achrung! 
Panzrr! wrote: 

Radio . . . is the principal medium of control between 
tank units and the other forces, and radios are the main 
equipment of the signals elements which provide 
communication fir the tank units and their supporting 
arms.. . Basicalb the signals elements maintain the 
communications between commanders and their sub- 
units, brtween comman&rs and their own superiors, and 
with whatever neighbouring forces, aircraj and other 
units are engaged in the common task. The signallers must 
remain in the closest contact with the commanders to 
whom they are assigned. In combat these commanders 
will be right up in front with their tanks, which means 
that armoured radio vehicles with fil l  cross-coung 
capability are essential for the panzer signalr elements.' 

The Germans used VHF (very high frequency) 
radios in tanks, as did the RAF in its aircraft. The 
French placed less emphasis on communication. At 
the outbreak of war only 20% of their tanks were 
fitred with radio sets. 

However, it was still a fact that the Allied tank 
strength outnumbered the German by almost 1,000 
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units in 54ay 1940. It was to be a case of the size of the 
\\.capon being less important than ho\v it was used. 

THE AIRCRAFT 
In the air the Germans had numerical superiority, but 
nor by a very large margin. The predictions of earl!. 
1939 proved to be inaccurate and where the 'Allies 
expected to have about 850 bombers available, France 
could produce abour 175 and Brirain some 220. The 
German strength was about three-quarrers of the 
forecast 2,000 machines. In fighters the numbers were 
much as predicted; 1,000 German against 700 French 
and, in France, 130 British. As in the case of the 
bombers, Britain could fly additional sorties from 
home soil. In reconnaissance aircraft the Allies had 
something less than half the forecast at 400 or so 
against a German total of 500 but it was in the dive- 
bomber category, not even considered in the planning, 
that the Germans were generously equipped. They 
could put 342 such craft in the air, while the French 
had a mere 54 and the British had none at all. 

The age and quality of the rypes being flown was 
of yet greater significance. The French fighters were 
relatively modern, the Morane 406, Bloch 152, the 
American Curtiss H-75 and, the jewel in the 
crown, the Dewoitine D520, of which only 36 had 
been delivered on 10 May 1940. The French born 
bers were not modern at all. Nor, in truth, were the 
British bombers. The Fairey Battle had a crew of 
three and a top speed of 257mph (4lOkph) while 
the Bristol Blenheim IV was a little faster with 
266mph. The German fighters, the single-engined 

Messerschmitt Bf109 and Bfl I 0  had speeds of 
357mph (575kph) and 336mph respectively The 
British Hawker Hurricane, the backbone of rhe M F ,  
was capable of only 322mph (518kph), much the 
same as the Dewoitine, while the Spitfire, which was 
flown only from England, uas the fastest at 362mph 
(582kph), although other factors influence the 
superiority of one machine over another. Over France, 
however, the Germans clearly had the edge. 

German Dornier 17Zs were used for high altitude 
photo-reconnaissance as well as bombing and the 
Heinkel He 11 1H formed half of the force that went 
into action on 10 May The dive-bombers included 
the older Henschel Hs 123A but the Junkers Ju87B, 
the Stuka had the greatest impact on Allied troops. It 
was actually fairly slow with a top speed of 242mph 
(390kph) so that it depended on being unopposed in 
the air. as so often it was, or well protected by 
Messerschmitts. Thus while numerical superiority 
existed, it was more in the field of technical excellence 
that the German advantage lay in air warfare. 

THE PHONEY WAR 
As both sides built their strength, one for defence and 
one for attack, troop inactivity appeared to be the 
outstanding characteristic of the war - hence the wry 
American adjective. The French had made a feeble 
foray into the Saarland in September 1939, but had 
hustled home as the Polish resistance failed. No 
attempt was made to take the battle to the Germans, 
much to the relief of the OKH. The BEF under the 
command of Lord Gorr was kept entertained with the 

LEFT Bored French tmops in 
Chaumont, south of Sedan, 
amused themselves by 

cawing names in the 
stonework of the houses. This 
'Caverne des Grognards' 
makes use of the nickname 
'grognards' or g~mblers 
adopted by Napoleon's Old 
Guard, I M M E W ~ ~ I B )  
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RAF Air Component of the 
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OPPOSITE RIGHT The Grenadier 
Guards digging breastworks 
near Hem, just east of Lille, in 
December 1939. (IWM mas) 
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construction of defences and \.ieorous training which 
was to stand it in good stead later. 

For all rhe apparent inaction, people \\,ere still in 
danger of getting killed. C. N. Barker, a Second 
Lieutenant in the Isr Gordon Highlanders went from 
digging trenches on the Belgian frontier ro join rhe 
5ls t  (Highland) Division when his battalion, regular 
soldiers, was sent to sriffen the territorials of the 51st 
on the Saar front. He  wrote explaining rhat the 
interval defences of the Maginot Line were organised 
into the Ligne de Contnct, rhe fonrard position, and 
the Ligne de Reretril, to which one fell back. 

‘The Ligne de Coi~tact consisted of n ntrmber of 
dispersed phtoon positions in the ri~oods on the fiontie~: 
Having pre~iorr.r!~, reconnoitred the position in dfly/ig/~t 
uw movedfortuard in the dark toit17 n Frei1c17 pride. iy11 
platoon position was in the vey  isolnted position in n 

tuood sepnrated from the rest of tlv company ca//ed Le 
Petit Khlrcher. K4 moved silent!yforwnrd trying to make 
no sound and eventunlll~ arrit~ed nr u~bat appeared 
Western syle stockndes knoum ns fioDqcries! Most of the 
smrcture ulns aborw grotrnd, it ti~as conmtrcted of logs, 

hen~,i!~ uired, sirirrmtrd close to the t ~ e ~  edge o f t l~e  u10od 
fnciitg the Germans. Tl~e relief U I ~ S  qrri~k!v cnrried orrt 
nnd t l~e  French depnrted lent'ing rrs in n ttey Ionell, spot. 
Bl, day it ~ i~ns  qrriet tue pntroNed otrr ulood regrrlnr!~, to 
ensrrre there v,ns no infiltration. At night it U'RS qrrite 
dierent our sentries Ctened intentl~r for eneiitjr pntrols. 
o t ~ h  hooted, nn nnimnl mor,ed in the tr i~der~ou' t /~ n12d n 
tin f;/led with pebbles to give tc,arning of movement 
nkrted rrs, orrr nntennn t~nas n t f t l l  stretch. Drrring one 
ir;,l,t afier n long tGgil I distinctll~ remember the Qrreei~ 
M a y  sailii~g by. Strnnge things happen to one in sfrch 
circrrmstnnces. Another night a patrol approncbd our 
porition nnd rrp timt nn SOS &re brrt dot~w rnme R 

crrrtflin of protertioe flrtifley f;re fiom tbe Frei~cI~ 
soi~ante-qrrinze b n m y  \W tirre not rrndtr!lt rrpset, brrt 
tcr were relietwd nt this otttpost and u,it/tdTRton to the 
Ligne de Rece~riI. AfPtit days Inter the Germnn ofinsitv 
begnn. the orrtposr was orrerrrrn n i~d  its occtrpnilts eirher 
kiNed or tnken prisoner, srrch are thefortrrnes of rr~ar.' 

Where there was no danger during the \\,inter of 
1939-1940, there was the cold. It was one of rhe nrorsr 
winters in living memory and ice and snow prevented 
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undertaken. In March 1940, for example, the late 
14aior-general F. H.  N. Davidson had been sent in 
civilian clothes and with a civilian passport to Brussels, 
ostensibly to deliver a diplomatic bag. He then spent 
some days being driven about, peering out of a car 
window. determining the actual stare of the alleged 
anti-rank defences (woeful) and checking the accuracy 
of their maps (deficient). Much was gained by such 
visits but it was deeply unsatisfactory to be constrained 
to behave thus when one's troops were likely to be 
asked to put their lives at risk. 

While the war may have been phoney, it was not 
safe. British regiments were sent on tours of dury as 
interval troops on the Maginot Line. The 51st 
(Highland) Division set off for the Saar front in late 
April. The action was a series of perry but lethal 
encounters as Army Goup C fulfilled its mission of 
keeping the anenrion of the French fixed on this front. 
The 5lsr were not inclined to tolerate too much peace 
and adopted an aggressive patrol style. O n  7 May 4th 
Black Watch were anacked and surrounded in the 
village of Bening but were relieved. The next day their 
whole brigade was the object of German anenrion, 
arriller). followed by sustained infantry attacks. Private J. 
McCready of 1st Black Watch wrote with some relish: 

'Price and Fisher had on excellent time with a Bren 
gun and a r$e, their bag of the enemy was put down as 
44 in an ajernoon. It was aN storm-troopers in that 
action, but the Black Watch was more than a match for 
them, thry proved nothing better than good mrget pmcticc 
as some of the boys said' 

The 4th Cameron Highlanders had become aware 
of German line-tapping jeopardising the securiry of 
their telephone communications. They responded by 
speaking in Gaelic. 

Far to the west Despatch Rider Stanley Rayner of 
216th East Surrey Regiment, a native of Selby in 
Yorkshire, had arrived in Le Havre early in May 1940. 
His battalion was billeted at Rouelles, just north of the 
town, at a chireau. In fact most of the men were in bell 
rents in the grounds. Rayner and friends decided to 
investigate the local scene. 

Gennan Order of Battle - 10 May 1940 
(Wth names of commanders princ~pay concerned. Units readtng horn north [left] to south [right]) 

o w  
C-m-C 
Hitler 

(Chief of Staff: Kenel) 

CKL CKH OKM 
~lvttwaffel C-in-C (Navy1 
Goering Brauchitsch Raeder 

(Chief of Staft: Halder) 

Army Group '8' 
Bock - 29 Divs. 
incl3 Panzers) 

Army Group 'A' 
(Rundstedt - 45 Divs. 

~nci 7 Panzersl 

I / 

Army Group 'C' 
(Leeb - 19 DNS. 

no Panzersl 

I : . . the 'lads' were talking of going down to see Le 
Havre - what for? well they had heard about the Red 
Light District there ... Quite a number of us ambled 
along though RoueNes to j n d  some sort of bus to nrplore 
this noueliy, out of curiosily of course.. . Rue de Galleon BELOW 28 October 1939: 

. . . Having viewed all the establishmentsfrom the outside British Bnn gun caniers 
where some old crone who looked old enough to have been moving up to the Imnt. 
in the French Revolution . . . wns calling out in English r~r71cw 

Eighteenth Sixth Army Fourth Army Twenh Amly j Slxtmth A n y  F~rst Army %nth Army 

Army (Relchenau) (Kluge - (Lst - (Busch - (Wnzleben) (Doamann) 

(Kuchlerl 14 DIVS) 19 Dvs) / 12 DNS) 

Kleist's Panzer 
Group 

XV Panzer I XLI Panzer 
Corps j Corps 
(Hoth) j (Remhardt) 

I I 

XIX Panzer XN Motorized 
Corps Corps 

(Guderianl (Wietersheim) 

I I 

i? i r-7 -1 1 I 
5th Panzer 7th Panzer I 6th Panzer 8th Panzw 2nd Panzer 

/ (Kempf - (Kuntzen - Neiel- (Kirchner - (Schalk (Hartlieb - (Rommel- 
j 218 tanksl 218 tanks) 276 tanksl 324 tanksl 218 tanksl 

Reserves 
42 Infantry DNS 

I 
Grossdeutschland j 

Regt 
(Schwerinl 

a good deal of the planned work on defences. Gunner 
Albert Smith was with 159 (Llovds) Battery, 53rd Ciry 

IS unit was of London Regiment, RA (Ack-ack). H' 
protecting an airfield of the British Advanced Air 
Striking Force near Reims. Their clothing, second- 
hand to start with, was First World War issue - riding 
breeches lacing up at the calf, puttees and summer 
weight coats. They huddled in half-sunken steel 
shelters, cooking in the open. 

Many of the French regiments, composed of 
conscripts and reservists, became ill-disciplined. 
Boredom and drunkenness were seriouslv damaging to 
morale in such units. Lieutenant-general Alan Brooke, 

commander of 2nd Corps, BEF, attended a parade on 
11 November 1939 with General Corap, French 
Ninth Army. He recalled: 

jr can see tl~ose troops now. Seldom have I seen 
anvthing more slouen[v and  bad!^ turned out. Men 
tmnshauen, horses ungroomed, clotl~es and saddlet7# that 
did n o t j t  . . . What shook me most, howewr, was the look 
in the men1 fnces, disgruntled and insubordinate . . . ' 

Although it was important to avoid a breach of 
Belgian neutralin the requirements of Plan D, the 
advance to the River Dyle if and when the Germans 
invaded, made knowledge of the ground a necessity. 
Secret missions to acquire the intelligence were 
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... pretq girls inside, 7bmmv. p r e q  girls inside." 
1W went in to buy a drink.. . Anything drinkabk 
or perhaps not, was here for the bz<ring at the price, as 
I found to my cost, of aborrt three times dearer than 
the caps in Rouelles. As u r  sat there drinking a beer, 
one of tl,ese srnas1,ing looking young things came and 
sat on my knee. Heck I zi,asnS used to this so I pushed 
her onto the man alongside where she sat and had 
a chinwag. Apparent(]t thqy wozrki go on tI7e % Q ~ P '  

for about jue years then retire with enozrgh to buy a 
mi/liners shop in a provincial town ... and m a 9  
someone or otl~er. ' 

A FINAL HANDICAP 
The  British came under General Georges's North-East 
Front command \vhich had its headquarters at La 
FerrC-sous-Jouarre. 40 miles (65km) easr of Paris. 
From 6 January 1940 Georges himself reported to 

General Gamelin, whose H Q  was at Vincennes on the 
eastern edge of the capital, but at the same rime a new 
entiry was created, G H Q  Land Forces under General 
AimC Doumenc halfivay benveea the nvo at Montry, 
and interposed in the command structure as well. 
Various key functions of the Staff were likewise 
scattered about between the three headquarters. 

RIGHT Men of the 1st Loyal 

Regiment demonstrate the 

new radio-telephone 

equipment. (wm mi) 

Sumber  1 Army Group, responsible for the front 
from the North Sea to the start of the Maginot Line 
east of Sedan, was commanded by General Gaston 
Billotte. The  Group consisted, from \vest to easr, of 
the French 7th Army under General Henri Giraud, 
the BEF, the French 1st Army under General Georges 
Blanchard, the French 9th Army under General Andr6 
Corap and the French 2nd Army under General 
Charles Huntziger. The  BEF included an RAF Air 
Component consisting of nvo squadrons of 
Hurricanes, nvo of Glosrer Gladiator biplane fighters, 
four of Blenheims, five of Lysander artillery spotting 
aircrafr and one of Dragon Rapides for liaison. This 
was under the command ofAir Vice-Marshal C. H. B. 
Blount who reported to Air Marshal A. S. Barrart, 
commanding British Air Forces in France, to whom 
Air Vice-Marshal I? H .  L. Pla!-fair, the commander of 
another unit, RAF Advanced Air Striking Force, also 
reported. The  latter formation consisted of eight Battle 
squadrons, rwo of Blenheims and nvo of Hurricanes. 
\While operational control remained with Gorr, 
command stretched back to the RAF in Britain. 

AndrC Maurois reported a conversation he had 

\\it11 Gcncml (;iraud I\-ho obser\.rd to him: 
'Iri a most reqetmble fnct, bzrt uz're sbort o f  

everything ... aircrafr! Do yozr know how many 
aeroplanes I, tl7e Commander of an Army, lwue at my 
disposaP Eigbt. Jzrst eight. I know of course that there6 the 
Rcyal Air Force and tl~at it: excellent, but i f1  want to 
make a reconnaissance I haup to ask General Georges who 
asks General Gamelin, u~ho asks Marshal Barratt, who 
asks Vice-Marshal Blozmt, toho has a reconnaissance 
made for me, bzrt more ofipn than not long afier it would 
lmue been of any real we.' 

The  French Air Force was not under Gamelini 
control at all, but was commanded bv an officer 
responsible to the Minister of Defence. T h e  
Commander-in-Chief of I'ArmCe de I'Air was General 
Joseph Vuillemin to whom, fortunately. Barrart had 
been liaison officer before his new appointment. 
Barratt wisely established his headquarters next to 

Vuillemin's and made an admirable job of reconciling 
the vague and confusing directives and command 
structures imposed upon him. 

The  confusion was compounded by the primitive 
means of communication. The high command rushed 

ABOVE Preparations for an 

earlier war, the neatly-dug 

trenches well-suited to 

1914-18, are inspected by 
the British Leader of the 

Opposition, Clement Attlee, in 

Me winter snow. (IWM m) 
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about in large motor cars to meet and eat lunch, a 
procedure that would become less convenient when 
under attack. Written messages were carried by 
despatch rider and resort usas made to the telephone. 
Vincennes, Gamelin's headquarters from which the 
overall control of the Allied land forces emanated, was 
innocent of any sort of radio transmitrerlreceiver. 
Should land lines be compromised by enemy advance, 
alternative lines had to be used. Eventually Paris would 
be forced to communicate with Dunkirk by means of 
a link through London. 

Upon this shaky, ill-defined and poorly-equipped 
chain of command the Allied war effort depended. At 
its summit was the French Cabinet, a nest of unrest and 
intrigue, which communicated fitfully with the British 
Cabinet, an organ that operated in sad ignorance of the 
actual stare of affairs beyond their shores. 

NORWAY 
Attention was deflected from France and the Low 

BELOW The Indian Countries on 9 April 1940 when Germany overran 
Expeditionary Force landing Denmark and landed in Nonvay. The Norwegians 
at Marseille. ( r w ~  noon fought bravely, but the Allies had been taken by 

surprise. The Royal Navy sank the German destroyers 
protecting the Narvik landings between 10 and 13 
April, but it was nor until 15 April rhat the first 
British land troops arrived there. The first French 
troops arrived in Nonvay on 19 April. The Allied 
response further sourh was feeble and the Germans 
had soon ferried in enough troops by air to have 
secured central and southern Norway, though at the 
cost of 10 of their 20 destroyers and three of rheir 
eight cruisers, a body blow to rhe German naw. Bur 
worse damage had been done to  the Allies. The  British 
had been out-manoeuvred in a maritime campaign, to 
the scarcely-concealed amusement of the French, 
while the position of Gamelin in France became 
extremely insecure and he only escaped the sack 
because Prime Minister Paul Reynaud, stricken with 
influenza, was unable to our-manoeuvre Defence 
Minister Edouard Daladier. In Britain on 9 May 
Parliament debated the failure in Nonvay and Prime 
Minister Neville Chamberlain was forced to resign. 
O n  10 May Winston Churchill replaced him. The first 
news to reach the new leader was of the German 
invasion of the Netherlands and Belgium. 
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THE STORMING OF THE 
LOW COUNTRIES 

T he Netherlands is not as flat as usually 
supposed, but is a good deal smaller than. 
From the German border east of Niimegen to 

Rotterdam is a mere 60  miles (100krn). Along the 
Belgian border and curling north on the west of the 
Maas (Meuse) is a ridge of higher land broken only 
where the Waal and Lower Rhine, which is joined by 
the Ilssel from the north, pass through the gap 
benreen Nijmegen and Arnhem to run wesnvards. 
These rivers join the sea in a complex of channels and 
islands with Rotterdam on the northern shore. 

The defence of the country could only depend on 
the waterways, for in the counrry cupped by the hills 
the land droos to a level below that of the sea. 
protected by the dunes and dykes rhat run north from 
Rotterdam to the long dyke rhat encloses the 
IJsselmeer (Zuider Zee). At the heart of the counrry 
I'erting HoNand, Fortress Holland, embraced 
Amsterdam, the Hague and Rotterdam. It was 
defended on a line from Muiden, east of Amsterdam, 

southwards, passing east of Utrecht and reaching the 
Waal at Gorinchem where the line turned south-west 
to include the island of Hoekschewaard (Hoekse 
Waard) north of the watenvav crossed bv the Moerdiik 
bridge. In the extreme north the IJsselmeer dyke was 
protected by massive blockhouses which were to hold 
out for the duration of hostilities. In the south-west 
the complex of islands, Zeeland, protecting the 
approaches to Vlissingen (Flushing) and Annverp were 
treated as an independent defence zone. 

The strategy was based on falling back to Fortress 
Holland from a fonvard line along the Maas and then 
from a line some 10 miles (16krn) to the west along 
the little river Raam and through the Peel region to German 

join the Maas sourh of Roermond. This line extended near the Moerdiik 

north as the Valley position west of Wageningen to the Bridge.The picture is said to 

IJsselmeer at Naarden. These lines were chosen to date lo May lg409 but 

follow rivers or canals, or to be supplemented by may be from a subsequent 

flooding the land, bur the need to withdraw meant re-enactment made for a 

preserving bridges until the latest ~ossible moment. propaganda film.  oarma ma) 
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DANZIG 
On 3 May 1940 Colonel Hans Ostcr, a senior German 
officer, told his friend, the Dutch Militaty Attach4 
in Berlin, Cdonel Sas, that an attack was imminent. 
Sas had been acquiring d e n t  indigence from 
this SOUKC for some time. They met a&n on the 
evening of Thursday. 9 May. at 9.30 p.m. A single 
code-word, Dnmg, had becn transmitted m the 
German forces half an how before; the attack was to 
proceed. Sas had some difficulty in persuading 
hi chieh in The Hague thar the information 
was sound, and it was not until 3 a.m. on the morning 
of 10 May that they started m Mow the bridges over 
the Mw. 

The bridges wcrc obviously crucial m the &ce. 
The German e fbm to s ize  them wcrc not, th&re, 
limited to d t  but also attempted fie. Units 
known by the covu name of Brandenburgers had been 
prepared for w in the 
Poland. By mevls of 
and capture key 
the Brandenburgers now advanced on the Maas 

bridges. In Maastricht they Med, but further north, 
at k e p ,  it was a d i lkmt  story. Oberleutnant 
W i e l m  Walthcr5 4 Kompanie approached the bridge 
there, which carried the railway at that time, 
together with cwo Dutch members of the N a t i o d  . . . Soaahm&e Beweging, a pro-Nazi party. They hid 
there until dawn when two German uains mlled 
arwards the &n, which had been &n by another 
party of Brandcnbep. Waltheis men wcrc marched 
onto the bridge by their hk captors, the Dutch in 
military uniform, and overpowered the guards, 
preventing the bridge from being blown as the 
German train came up. The railway line continued to 
Uden, and the Germans wac thus able to penetrate 
the Rum-Peel L i e  as fir as a railway halt called 
Zedvld with two uain-loads of troops as early as 
4 a.m. on Friday 10 May. Elsewhere on the line of 
the Mw Dutch mistance was more cffktive, but by 
the end of the day all those who had not been 
overcome by the Germans wcrc in full remat to 
the Zuid WiUeM canal between 's-Herrogenbosch 
and Helmond. 

n' 
THE STORMING OF THE LOW COUNTRIES 

THE AIRBORNE ASSAULT 
While the attack on their borders was expected and 
was dealt with, with greater or l a  success, as 
the Dutch were surprised and shaken by the attack 
from the air. They had, naturally. p l d  the grater 
put of their forces on the principal deknce lines, and 
Rotterdam, for example, was no more than a supply 
depot. It was into the lightly manned heartland of 
F o m  Holland thar the German airborne strike was 
directed. Under Genml-lcutnant Kurt Student, 3,500 
paratroops of 7th Airborne Division were the 
Mnguvd m 12,000 men from 22nd Inhntry Division 
ailliked into the ua 

The southern front was atudred by a drop of 700 
men both north and south of the Mocrdijk bridges 
which were taken without significant mistance. The 
detomtors to the dunolition charges were not even in 
place despite the hour, 6.40 a.m. The principal 
wataway defence of the southan flank was already in 
German hands. The drops in Dordrccht, south of the 
town and on the bridges, wcrc equally successful. The 
attack on Ron& was carried out with s i m h  
etliciency with 700 paratroops caking W&m. 
although some men fell into the burning buildings 

that had been ignited by their own bombs. The airlift 
was hampered by Dutch anti-?inraft fire as, at 7.00 
am., they started to bring in the inhntry and Student 
with his staff. Hvassing fire from d a y  north of the 
river continued through the day and Dutch and 
British air-raids went on inm the following night. 

The most remarkable landing at Ronerdatn took 
place on the river. A dozen Heinkel He 59 sea-planes 
bmught 120 men of the 16th Inhntry into the centre 
of the city, four landing downsaam of the bridges 
and making for the northcm end of the bridges while 
some of those landing upstream actuaUy put their men 
ashore at the quay in front of the railway station. A 
Durch policeman, Ben Racs, who attempted to arrest 
some of the Germans, was killed. The rest of the 
upsaeam vrivalr auied inm Koningshaven and took 
the bridges south of the i h d  before joining their 
comrades coming from the north. These troops were 
reinforced by another 50 who landed at a sports 
stadium in Fcymoord and commandeered a tram to 
arry them up to the bridges. On the northern bank 
the Dutch reaction was immediate. A company of the 
39th Inhntry pushed the north-western development 
of the German bridgehead back towards the rim 



while some Dutch Marines o ~ e n e d  fire from the 
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Maashotel, and then stopped an attempted advance 
towards the Buers railway station. Meanwhile, from 
the river, the Z-5, a Dutch gun-boat and the TM-51 
torpedo boat shot up the seaplanes and exchanged fire 
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RIGHT The Germans landed at 
Waalhaven airfield in south- 
west Rotterdam where 
preliminary bombing had Set 
buildings on fire. IB 801rsm) 

I 

with the Germans before, towards noon, they ran out 
of ammunition and withdrew. That afternoon the 
destroyer Van Gakn attempted to sail up the river to 
join the battle but was hit and severely damaged by 
Stukas; she later sank. 

To the north of Rotterdam the Germans were 
less successful. The airports of Schipol, Bergen, 
Waalhaven, de Kooy, Sosterberg, Haastede and 
Hilversum had all been bombed in the early hours and 
after a bomb attack at 3.30 a.m. the airfield at 
Valkenburg, south of Kanuijk aan Zee, was attacked. 
The German aircraft flew over and on out to sea, 
towards England. Then they turned back to take the 
Dutch by surprise. One hundred and twenry men of 
Fallschirm-Jager Regiment (FJR) 2 dropped there. The 
garrison, part of 3rd Battalion, 4th Infantry Brigade, 
was ejected but when the Ju 52s carrying the German 
reinforcements arrived, the runway proved to be too 
soft. The aircraft that landed bogged down and 

BELOW To seize the bridges 
over the river some men were 
landed by seaplane. Twelve 
Heinkel He 59s brought 120 
men to land on the banks of 
Me Maas. (Nsdedands lnnltuut mot 

~ ~ o c u m a m a t l e )  

blocked the way for others. Some 26 Junkers 
attempted to put down on the beach between Katwijk 
and Scheveningen (on the northern outskirts of The 
Hague) of which only six took off again to return to 
base. Five Fokker C-Xs of the Dutch Army Air Force 
attacked the airfield with bombs and strafed the beach, 

ABOVE LEFT Parahoops jump 
from a low-flying Junkers 
JU 52. ( B a r m a )  - . - a LEFT Over Ypenburg 
parachutes fill the sky. 

- - ( ~ r n n m a )  
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3rd Battalion, 4th Infantry m e d  to the attack and G e a  defend t h d v e s  as best they could at 
ABOMacllmklsse 3rd Brigade. 2nd Artillery shelled Vatkenburg field. Odunrode. 
6*ulmol-' The Dutch brought raw recruits up from 2nd Infantry The third drop was to the cast of The Hague at 
harhlhorrOw- Depot at Leiden, but, not surprisingly, they Ypenburg. Anti-aircraft fire broke up the approaching 
"drldmmmmtrmndk contributed little against crack German units. The formation and the paratroops were s c a d  hr from 
b m w - * a . * r f l h  bade Mu confused by =idivl interventions. the airfield, with the result that the transport --.-. .~- ~~ 

The BlueTram a m e  stridently on the scene on its way 
from Katwijk, ringing its bcll furiously, its pvsengcrs 
eagerly viewing the fight and loath to miss a moment 
of this 'frah, jolly war.' A link later a farm girl ame 
smlidly along on her bicyde. Both s i i  ceased fire to 
allow her m pass. In the midst of the conflict local 
h e r s  testily asked the Dutch commander when he 
would be finished as they wanted to milk the cows. By 
5.30 p.m. the airfield had ban regained and the 
Germans had taken up deknsive positions near 
Wagmvr and in V a h b u r g  dagc. 

The drop at Odrenburg, south-west of The 
Hague, went yet worse for the Germans. The 
paratmops were widely dispmed, some so isolated 
that they were forced to hide for days until rhc Dutch 
c y c n d Y  surrendered. Others managed m reach the 
airfield, but once more the run was soon blodrad 
by incoming Ynnh By &.m. la Battalion, 
Brigade of Grenadiers had &n the position, taking 
some 130 prisoners and forcing the remaining 

aeroplanes were shot down on their attempting m land 
by armoured an stationed there. Subsequent waves of 
transports ran into similar trouble. One of them was 
hit and crashed in the city where documents mrieved 
from it revealed p h  to a p m  the Dutch Royal 
Family and other dignitaria. The paratroops 
regrouped and mvugcd to a p m  part of Ypenburg 
airport, but they were attacked by 2nd and 3rd 
Battalions, Brigade of Grenadim and were pushed out 
again. Ignorant of the hct, Hurricanes of 32 &padron 
RAF attacked at 5 p.m. and reported that they had 
dauoyed the Ju 52s there, d y  the wrecks of 
a i d  shot up earlier by the Dutch. 

At 7.30 p.m. the Germans s i g d e d  m their 
headquarters that the landings at Katwijk, Kijduin and 
Ypenburg had largely failed due m strong ground and 
air defences. Valkcnburg was in German hands. The 
fate of a number of units was unknown. The German 
foras north of Rotterdam were in desperate state, 
while those south of the city and on the bridgcs were 
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holding their own, but not without hardship. A 
German soldier reported: 

;4t 19.00 the 12h m p n ~  covm in a nn~k 

sown... Ya am& is lying rhm on a mrtrhcr, our 
p n g  hJWUlnh Shot in thr rrmnarh. -&&h it) 
 going^^ ~dncmngethnnLgbbi , -bed 
r u i n b h i s h n ~ ,  dlmfiuback. BurniU, wramck 
again. We bum to knp control of thic hh&Jxd.. . On 
t h r o p p n ' & s i & t h r b a n k i s ~ l i t .  Itisrtm(ahajl 
322.lWit@sqnimr. O w r h m ~ i n g i s a b L u r . '  

Mevlwhiie, m the ast, the Gamvl advance was 
pmcding. On the right, in the north of the counny, 
progrmwas swift until the GamvrP found themelves 
up against the Komwudazand blockhouse at rhe 
evam end of the great dykc on the IJssdmm, beyond 
which they failed m make any advance. South of that 
widebodyofwaterdxywerrpushingwazuld 
M e r  south again, the Dutch Light Division and the 
3rdArmyCo'pshadbaurorderodbackmFomss 
Holland. The Dutch Conunada-in-, General 
Hemi G. Winkdmul, needed than m dislodge the 
Germans at Waalhnen and on the bridges m the 
south.ThL meant the uca to the reu ofthe Rum- 
Pal  Line would be unddbded, and that the Light 
D i o n  had m make its way north from Wburg 
auoss the Maas and the Wul before turning west In 

Belgium, Plan D was in force, and so the French 7th 
fumy under General Giud was hurrying towub the 
Netherlands and their  mom^ troops would uoss 
theborduwithBelgiumevlythenanday.Thc6th 
GhssiershadmbcgfiulfromtheBelgivwanddar 
the obsrzda the Bel%iurp had ermad on the Dutch 
borda in orda m main& their pace. 

THE SECOND AND FINAL DAYS 
The rclicfof Rotterdam went badly. The French wue 
bombed away from the H&ds Diep, rcross which 
rhe M d j k  bridgcs pas, and the Dutch Light 
Division was halted on the Riw Noord at 
Alb- north of Dordrccht. Mevlwhik the 
rcidbrcunent of the German bras at Rotterdam 
continued for, although the Waalhnen airport was 

German pilots managed m put d- on the 
arparkucaofFeycnoordandontheDordrcchtm 
M d j k  r d  The Dutch fronts m the north round 
the IJsselmm wac holding, and the German tmops 
aroundTheH?guc~rcduccdmdcfendingthc 
little endrva to which the Dutch had reduced them. 

In Valkenbtug the citizens took wbat shelter they 
could h d  from their c o u n m ' s  bombadment of 
the Gamvl ocmpias. MI de Tilde, the mayor, 
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1 4 German success now depended on a single, major LEFT German forces at 
nlburg, 14 May. (sso~3~c.1 

factor: 9th Panzer Division. The  Gennep crossing 
served the German armour well on 11 May By the 
afternoon the tanks were at the Zuid Willems canal at 
Veghel which rhey crossed and by the next morning 
they were to the north of Tilburg. The  fonvard 

BELOW A Dutch soldier 
carrying a flag of truce talks 
to German infantrymen. reconnaissance forces of the French were encountered 

benveen there and Breda, but offered no serious check 
to progress. By late on Sunday 12 May the ibloerdiik 
bridges had been reached and the land-line to the 
isolated paratroopers was secure. The  balance of 9th 
Panzer crossed the Moerdiik bridges the next dav and 

: - 4  on 14 May General Student was shaking hands ~vi th  
.''. *.? the Panzer leader, Generalmajor Alfred von Hubicki. 

4 The  br~dges had not been too far, but lt was a close- 
*l - run thing. 

To the east of Urrecht the Dutch mere forced back 
to posltlons almost on the outskirts of the citv, but 

of the Dutch 4th Infantry surrounding the ro\vn, to 
ask him to cease firing, but nothing came of that. The  
next day Sunday 12 May, in the afternoon, a shell hit 
a German ammunition lorry rhar was standing outside 
a cafi. Attempts by the Dutch to take the town were 
frustrated by Oberleutnanr Voigr with 140 men in the 
dunes by the Wassenaarse Slag when the advancing 
troops presumed they were under fire from their 
comrades and failed to rake appropriate action. O n  
Monday the church, in which civilians were sheltering, 
was set on fire. The  Dutch pressure ~vould not cease 
until the order came to lay down rheir arms and the 
inhabitants of Valkenburg suffered accordingly. 

here they held firm. It was in Rotterdam rhar the issue 
was to be settled. Hitler was irritated rhat the Dutch ABOVE Aircraft landing at 

Valkenburg sank into the 
grass airstrip and blocked it 
for further landings. Some 

had proved to be a harder nut to crack than he 
anticipated. He  now gave orders that the matter be 
brought to a swift conclusion and on the morning of 
Tuesday 14 May General Winkelman received a 
message threatening the bombing of Rotterdam and 

days later Mr G. Koenen and 
his friends went to see the 
JU 52s and he made this 
photograph. In due time the 
14-year-old girl second from 
right, Adriana v.d. Zaal, 
became MIS Koenen. l~hoto 6. 

Kmnan. Wasrsnaar) 

Utrecht if resistance continued. 
In Rotterdam itself the Germans had passed an 

eventful weekend. The record left by the soldier 
quoted above continues: 

'I1 May - Now the 9th Company is in front again. 
Thpy have 45 men. W/e have on!], aboasrrt30. We nre asking 

orrrselz~es i fwe  u,iN e~,el. xee our fitherland again! lf we 
d o ~ ~ i  get reinforcements it: all over! At least asrue still have 
a c011pIe of machine guns. We have lost . . . all anti-mnk 

headquarters at 147 Srarenweg. The opportunity to 

capitulate expired at 2.10 p.m. At that time the 
Germans were operating on rheir own time, that is. 
Greenwich Mean Time plus two hours. Britain, France 
and Belgium were all on G M T  plus one hour, but the 
Dutch were still operating on G M T  plus 20 minutes, 
so in their perception the ultimatum was to expire at 
12.30 p.m., bur it is nor clear to what extent anyone 
really knew what the timing was meant to be. 
Scharroo telephoned Winkelman who demanded rhat 

a8eapons.. . K!, with hispack tied to hisfoot, craw.& over 
tbe brid~e on his stomach and banahged the u~ounded.. . 

'13 May - During tl7e night volrrnaers of the IGth 
Regiment) made tl~eir way across the bridge ... Rope 
under the bridge, along which ammunition and 
pror~isions, with help of p u l l ~ s .  Constant firing from 
enema artillery . . . When are our tanks comin~?' 

RIGHT Attempts to land on the 
beach near Wassenaar led to 
crashes and to attack by Me 
Dutch Air Force. (moto~. C. *?L*.<. 

- 
O n  Tuesday 14 Ma): on the southern edge of 

Rotterdam, the Germans were preparing for a decisive 
attack. They organised themselves in three groups, the 
first, Group A, consisted of tanks from Panzer 
Regiment 33 and the 3rd Battalion of Infantry 
Regiment 16, supported by artillery and engineers. 
They were to make a dash across the bridges to 
develop the bridgehead on the northern bank and 
advance towards Amsterdam. They would be followed 
by Group C, consisting of more ranks from Panzer 
Regiment 33 and the larger part of Leibsrandarte 
SS-ldolf  Hitler' ordered to push north-west to relieve 
the paratroops beset by the Dutch at Oveschie on the 
Delft road. Group B, infantry from Regiment 33 and 
engineers, were to cross the Maas in barges near the 
confluence \vith the IJssel east of the bridges and push 
up into Kralingen, where the auroroure b r i d g  now 
spans the river. As overtures for a Dutch surrender 
began, rhey were poised to move. 

T h e  message demanding surrender and 
threatening an air raid was sent to Colonel I? Scharroo, 
the officer commanding in Rotterdam, at  his 
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A B O V E T h e ~ ~ o f  
Rotbrdam. The l a m  
i s o n t h e b f t a n d t h e ~  
bJ the rigm cPnks the 

the Colo arification of the provenance of the 900 people. Colonel Scharroo went immediately to see 
message, ._ --,._.n Jan Backer was sent off under a Schmidt at Prins Hendrikkade and sign the surrender, 
flag of truce to the ice-cream parlour at 66 Prins protesting at the same time the needless loss of civilian 
Hendrikkade where Generalleutnant Rudolf Schmidt, lives. 
commander of XXXIX Army Corps, had just arrived. At 3.30 in the afternoon surgeon C. van Staveren 

nHway.mrcw-m~ He countersigned the offer and extended the time was dealing with a flood of civilian casualties at the 
limit to 6 p.m. (4.20 p.m.), and simply required Bergweg hospital when he was interrupted by one of 
Dutch surrender and access to north Rotterdam by his his staff. Here, he said, was General Student. Staveren 
troops. No mention was made in this document of turned to see a figure on a stretcher, covered in blood, 
bombing, for Schmidt had come to the conclusion his head smashed and brain tissue exposed, but still 
that a cessation of hostilities was in negotiation and . conscious. He had been hit on the head, so the 
had sent a order to call off the raid. The bombers, surgeon was told, by a falling beam when the 
however, were already airborne and observing radio command post on Starenweg was hit by a shell. 
silence. Supervised by armed German medical orderlies, 

The Heinkel He I 11s were given the triangle of Staveren operated. The temptation to make a fatal 
the city centre north of the bridges as their target, but mistake was almost overwhelming, but his integrity as 
were also instructed to look out for red flares which a surgeon won over his human desire for revenge on 
were to mark the positions of their own troops. Flares the man who had reduced his city to ashes. Student's 
in the target area were to cancel the operation. The recovery was slow but complete and when visited by 
formation approaching from the south-east, 36 the surgeon he repeatedly mumbled 'You saved my 
aircraft, saw the flares and most tptned away, but the life, you saved my life.' To Staveren it was a rebuke. 
56 machines coming from the east did not see any In Student's absence the final surrender of all 
signal and dropped their 6111 load. Some 97 tons Dutch forces was signed on I5  May by General 
of bombs fell on central Rotterdam, killing about Winkelman and General von Kiichler at Student's 
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RIGHT The llWln&l to the 
wlmatthe 

Muhnrlkgw 
Valkdwg.  ~ ~ h * r * ~ k (  

hYTrYYOPJII) 

BELOW Gnver ot lha fib 
I h k h a t ~ M l i & y  
~ . m m W l l . -  
Mlrl 
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headquarters, a school in Riisoord, south-east of 
Rotterdam. 

Many of the Dutch commanders \\,ere angry and 
incredulous. They had nor, rhey felt, been defeated, 
bur they were ill-informed about the situation as a 
whole. Ahfan? naval units escaped for England, and the 
forces in Zeeland held on, together with the French, 
for some days. The Breda variation on Plan D mas. 
however, over and the French were given orders to 
withdra\v in support of Brussels. The Germans had 
expected only token resistance in the Netherlands and 
found instead that they had a real fight on their hands. 
None the less, in only five days it was over. The  Dutch 
army had suffered 2.157 men killed while the Air 
Force had lost 75  and the Navy 125 men. Civilian 
deaths numbered 2.559 men. women and children. 
The  figures seem small compared to those recorded for 
other countries later in the war, but the sacrifice of the 
slain was none the less just because rhey were few. 

THE STRIKE INTO BELGIUM 
The Belgian defences had, since 1936 when King 
Leopold declared neutraliy developed without liaison 
with their French or Dutch neighbours. When France 

RIGHT From Eben-Emael 
above the Albert Canal, the 

Maas is overlooked to the 
south-east. ( ~ r s i 1 9 ~ m 1 )  

starred the Maginot Line in 1930, interest in building 
similar forts in Belgium was aroused, bur the strategic 
concept for their organisation nras ill-defined. Some 
wished to preserve the inregriry of Belgian soil. others 
were for sacrificing immediate control of some 
territory in order to present the invader with a decisive 
mass of soldiery. Common to both approaches was the 
idea of the 'organised battlefield' - a space in which 
the enemy could be corralled and destroyed. 
Unfortunately it demanded a degree of co-operation 
from an adversary rhar was not forthcoming. 

In the early 20th century great forts protected 
major cities such as Lil.ge and Namur. These were 
overcome by the unexpected power of German artillery 
in 1914. Four yet more powerful forts were constructed 
and 15 old ones refurbished to create the Position 
Forrifiie de Liege (PFL) and the Position FortifiCe de 
Namur (PFN). while the PFA was arranged around 
Annverp by transforming 27  forts into infantry strong- 
points. Lines of pillboxes and anti-tank ditches ran 
along the Alberr Canal (which had been dug with the 
spoil piled on the southern side in the 1930s) from 
Annverp sourh-easnvards in front of ,Maastricht to 
the PFL at Liege and then along the Maas (Meuse) 

sourh-west to Namur. Fonvard of rhar line the Srelling 
Grens \\.as a curtain of some 400 oillboxes closer to the 
border. A pun\, line of pillboxes stretched tentatively 
towards France alone the Meuse south of Namur. r-- - 
\Yrithin this defensive complex the ,Main Resistance 
Position included the PFA, the KW (Koningshooikt- . . - B w  

, . 
\Y'avre) line and the PFN The  K\Y' line was created in k -& 
1939-1940 to provide the Dyle position envisagd by 
Plan D and the norrhern section was furnished with 
pillboxes and anri-rank fences. South ofWavre as far as 
Namur there were only fences and, by May 1940. it 

nva5 still little more than an idea. Skimpy lines of 
pillboxes gave some cover to the Ardennes, but the 
qrraregy was based on the abandonment of that region 
qhould the Germans attack. The  policy of neutraliry 
also gave rise to the Ninove-Waterloo Position, a line of 
55 pillboxes facing France, sourh of Brussels. As only 
25 miles (40km) of anti-rank ditches and 125 miles 
(200 km) of anti-rank fencing had been completed by 
1940, the defences were an!~hing but continuous. The  
our-dared concept of the continuous defence line was 
itself invalidated by incomplete works. 

The jewel in the crown of the system was the vast 
new fort of Eben-Emael, overlooking the Albert Canal. 
It was at the northern end of the new ring of forts 
around Likge (PFL) which continued with Aubin- 
Neufchiteau. Bartice (the keystone of the complex) and 
Tancremonr-Pepinsrer. It was armed with nvo l2Omm 
and 16 75mm guns in great steel turrets and concrete 
casemates, as well as numerous machine-guns, and could 
cover approaches through ~Maasrricht artempring to 
outflank the northern end of the PFL as well as offer 
supporting fire to Fort Neufchiteau. O n  the side close to 
the Alberr Canal 6Omm anti-rank guns supplemented 

ABOVE The 120mm gun turret 
in the centre of Eben Emael, 
the scar of a hollow charge 
can just be seen. (Bernard 

VrijCrn) 

LEFT German soldiers 
carrying 50 kg hollow 
charges at Fort Aubin- 
Neufcheteau (COII. mwk vmw 
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the . The gurison numbered 1,400 men. 
T h e ~ m o u r c d  attack, aiming for the 
Gunbloux gap halfwy bctmcn W m  and Namur, had 
m pas duough the appendix of Dutch mritory in 
~ h i ~ h ~ ~ d ~ d t h ~ ~ h a d m u n d u a k c r h e  b I 
danking movement the bn was designed m pmvent. 
Clearly it had m be neu- On 10 May 1940 it was. 

ON SILENTWINGS 
The seiaur of the Albert Canal crossings was a ruk 
given to a special detachment under the command of 
Hwpanvln W. Koch made up of men of Fallsfhirm- 
JWr Regiment 1 and a platoon of engineers under 
Obuteumant Rudolf Winig. They had been given 
detailed and intensive training, isolated from hmily 
and comrades, for an a d  on an unnamed objective. 
As evening approached on 9 May they larnt what it 
was. They war 0rgani.d in fbur group, to be carried 
by glider to swoop on their early the next 
day. Srurmgruppc S d  (Steel) was to tak the 
bridge over the canal n a r  Veldwczclt, west- 
north-west of Maasrricht, Gmup C o n m  the bridge 

\ 
ABOVE A Bann ntCtw* gun, 

\ -mbgthm- 
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HohUudungor hollow chargcs, of which they had 26 of 
12.5kg. and 28 of 50 kg. These attempted to make use 
of the Monroe E k  which focused the forces released 
by the explosive in the direction of the hollow in a 
block of TNT. Later these would be developed to a 
state in which a fierce, narrow flame burned a hole 
through the urger, but the primitive beehive versions 
available in 1940 used brute force, the effects of which 
can be seen to rhis day on the turrets of the fortress. 
A 12.5kg. charge blew a gun back into its casemate, 
and a 50kg. charge on the observation dome killed 
rwo men within. It was followed by grenades 
dropped through the hole which killed two more 

151 uPssedtheAlbertCanalinmbberboatstoatudc 
the north block with flame-throwers and 50kg. 
charges. wthin the fort the garrison wcre in favour of 
surrender, but their commander. Major 1. Jomuld, 
med to d y  them to fresh &m. It was dearly 
hopeless. Shortly after noon on 11 May Eben Emael 
was surrendered The last resistance on the Albert 
Canal wasovn. 

To the east the bridges at Maasrricht had been 
'down, but not entirely destroyed. Infantry were 
~icking their way across the ruins and a maGahift 

footbridge supported by rubber boats. By 3.30 em. 
on Saturday 11 May enginars of 4 Panzcr were 
ferrying men and light vehicles across the Maas on 
pontoons. By 4.30 em. the fim pontoon bridge, a 
16 ton-carrying snucnrre capable of taking a tank, 
was operational. The Panzcrs were on the loose in 
Bdgium. 

Allied air respollse was attempred Records and 
reporn of the sucassive actions ue wnndictory and 
confusing, but it appevs that Air Marshal Banatt 
ordered the Blenheims of 114 Squadron, based at 
Conde Vraux, near Soi ins ,  to srand by and the 
aircraft were M l e d  and bombed-up, ready to go when 
nine Domier 17s of IIlKG2 raced in, bombing and 
safing. The squadron was deraoyed. As daylight 
strengthened on the morning of Saturday, 11 May, 
nine Fairey Battles of the 5th Squadron, Bdgian 3rd 
Gmup, took off to attack the German-held bridges. 
The anti-aimali guns were already in position and rhe 
lumbering Banles wcrr easy urgcts. Six of the airuafr 
survived long enough to press home the attack but 

men: ~erman; spread from the other gliders to 
am& casemates, turrets and observation points with 
remarkable s u m .  The mraccable turn, Coupoh 
S d  rose in spite of a 50kg. charge beiig detonated on 
it and swept the surface of the fort with fire h m  its 
twin 75mm guns. Oberleumant Wiaig arrived at 7.30 
am. after improvising an airstrip and d i n g  up a 
replacement tow aircraft. Stukas wcre called in to deal , 
with Coupole Sud which was forced to reuact. Witzig' 
then had his men take the fight inside the fon, but 
be& they could penetrate the entrances Belgian 
troops were making their way up the north-western 
slopes and the Cermans had to defend their gains. 
Meanwhile the fom of Barchon and Pontissc shelled 
the surface of Eben Emael. The Belgian am& of 
12.30 p.m. and 5 p.m. failed and at 8 p.m. the 
Belgians withdrew. During the night the Germans 
renewed their a d  and men of Infanw Raciment 

at Vroenhoven, M e r  south, Iron the bridge at 
Canne and, at the southern end of the sector of 
operations, Group Granite, commanded by wtzig, 
was to attack the fortress of Eben Emael and hold it 
until Pionm Battalion 51 and Infantry Regiment 15 1 
could arrive to relieve them and hold the position. 

At 4.15 em. on Friday 10 May Group Concrete, 
under Leutnant Gcrhadt Schacht landed from ten 
gliders, one having broken its tow-line. Half an hour 
later Haup- Koch flew in m set up his command 
LXM. The bridee was taken, but the &leian 18th 
skegiment of thewline fought back and held d;; invaders 
to their confined positions until the next day. At 
V d d d t  the Belgian 2nd G a b i e r s  opened fire at 
4.20 am.. bringing down one of the gliders, but fiftrm 
minurcs later the Germans had taken their obi ivc.  In 
the morning four Bdgian T-13 ranks app&ed, but 
two of them were knocked out by anti-tank rifle fire and 
the othm withdrew. Late in thc day elements of the 
F d  3rd Light Machvlised Division m ~ o i u e d  the 
position but by that time 4 Pvrzer had managed to 
come up and take ova. The bridge at Canne was blown 
by the Belgian 2nd Grenadiers as Group Iron atcackd, 
but the bridgehead was hdd until dK German infinny 
came up in the afternoon. 

Gmup Granite's approach started badly when one 
of the Ju 52s had to take evasive action to avoid 
another aircraft and its towed glider. The glider 
carrying the commander, Rudolf Wirzig, crashed. The 
remaining gliders lost another of their number before 
reaching the objective, and thus only nine came 
hissing out of the darkness at 4.20 a.m. to land on top 
of Eben Emad. The Germans set about the turrets 
immediately with atplosive 
Grballte W u n a  3 ka. whi 
demolition durgcs tha; could& be used 

-mm-l or pole charges, but more interacing were their 
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then the bomb dase m s c b v l i  failed to operate. 
Only threc aim& returned. On Sacurday afternoon 
the British tried. Twenty-duce Bleaheims flew to the 
attack, 11OSquadrononhhamichtand21 Squadron 
on the road through Vroenhavm m Tongra. Two 
aircnft were last to Gennan fightus and the others 
wuc thomughly shot-up. Then the French sent 13 
Lco45s of the 12th Squadron against the pontoon 
bridge at Mwaicht; the ten that returned wuc badly 
damaged by anti-ainnft fire. On Sunday morning a 
~dapmtearadtwasundemLcnbyBritishBatdes 
flying b m  Amifbntaine ncu Rcims. All the crews of 
12 Squadron volunteered and the sir on standby were 
chosen~theaatpdrronthebridgesatVrocnh~ 
aadVddwadd~Theyweresurpriscdm be W o n  as 
they approached T o m  the Germans had &cad 
M a  than anyone suppod. The comiag squadron 
of Huni- engaged a swarm of M d u  109s 
while the VrocnhOVQl bridge was anadcad; two aircnft 

wereshotdownatonceandthethirdwasdownedby - 
damage b m  an encounter with a 109. At Vd-t 
the due  Battler were also shot down, that of Flying F 
OBim Donald Garland and Sagant Tom Gray being 

PP flown into the western end of e bridge and 
exploding with io  bombs. Bo men were awarded 
posthumous Viaoria Crossa. The Germans had a 
pontoon bridge in action within the hour. 
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PLAN D IN ACTION 
At 6.45 a.m. on Friday 10 May, two hours afrer the 
German atracks had begun, the Bdgians at last invited 
the French and British to cross their bordm. The 
French avalry units ruJhed on as quickly as possible m 
throw a screen in front of the approaching dies as 
they took up position on the Dyle and clemeno 
of 2nd and 3rd DLM d e d  their positions ncu 
Li+ just in time the next day. On Saturday, as the air 
f o m  of duce c o m m a  were actadring the bridges 

further a t ,  the Belgian 7th Infantry Division 
cdlapsed leaving the road open for 4 Puuu. 

The BEF was on the move m Pke up its positions 
cast of BruJsels. In rhe vvlguvd were the 12th Royal 
Laoccrs who were to form the forward screen 
alongside and m the north of rhe French cavalry. They 
were slighdy delayed by a Belgian official who was 
unhappy with their lack of documentation for 
entering his country, bur overcame this by driving 
through his barrier. The reception given m the troops 
by the Belgians was enthusiastic. Major Lord Sysonby 
of Ist15th The Quem's Royal Regiment wrote home: 

~ u w s m p p n l j 6 r a ~ y p o f ~ i n t b e b i g m w n  
W q [ p m r i b ~ l ~ = ~ n ~ b y a j ~ n g  
narr ofpap& wbo w m  oqmuminh rn* at 

our appaztmm.... Thr MnrLmlgmting seemed m be 
" ~ E p p ~ ' s a i d w i a h a h r a y n m n t m w b i c b w r  
~ n p I i a d I i a d G o o d ~ & ~ S q u m r ' w b i C b  
noboujseemedr undmrnndbuttwlinmygoodpnrt.' 

Lieutenant Christopher Seton-Watson of 2 
Regiment. Royal Horsc Artillery reported: 

'IiuitandpMCar ofbirnr i trandbbtt  wor 
h i n m  manvntr... WhnhandIumcprrvnnd 
wi rh lnrgcspm)sof& l&bya&uming~~  
ruhorhmvkrmmrmvndhirnmCandAirrnIhinronbotb 
Obm(s H e a n n p I m b ~ m ~ r h c m c ~  
mbe+~a+&warriedmm' 

There was a great fear of spies and fifth- 
columnins. Sysonby more: 

'%part oftht WO& L Limn& +mbd witb 
spiaandBd(ilHnnthl(lbadabnsy&y~ngthcm. 
ThrjrstrwramanruhouwsernbyCmpmalSimmondr 
~ngoffpigmm wtofa l o j i a t h  abir morning. AjSrr 
thatuwhaubadarrricsofpmplrcuttingtbe~m 
phghing tbe jkk& in eatmo&naty pamnrr which am 
~ ~ t ~ n v n y a e w ~ p k a ~ .  T k a i h a s n m d i r  

LEFT Gmrr PIllm 
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aliw with rumoun, tbe best one being that Divirio~I 
He&uarten is surrounakd by enraged Gennan 
pamehutim. &&r we do not know why they are enraged" 

And again on Wednesday, 15 May, he reponed: 
'TO& we had our usual pamrhute scare and wm 

~ n # u a r M o t l m  warned that the Germans might adopt any type of 
t#dr (utuw disguise including tbar.afpriests so when we saw 80 

priests advancing dourn the road we fclt ronjaht we had 
BELOW Wmcked MWall caught a Large contingent of them. We surrounded them 
8wb-t-a and c o m d  them fmm nmy possible angle and with 
4.7nm R C  gun, ner rimy possible wmpon; we then fibwed them into a 
Lw#h W 1W. pm1~11 wood. I myst& m l v e r  in hand advanced into the wood 

drbatinghow many of them I wouki shoot &re they shot 
me. I c&t sofly in and tbm came upon them on their 
knees giving thanks to God fir having In them escape 
fmm the in jmo behind them. I turned and came sofily 
out fieling rather like a m u d m  must when viewing his 
unsuspem'ng victim.' 

THE BAlTLE OFTHE GEMBLOUX GAP 
The French First Army under General Blanchard and 
the Cavalry Corps under General RenC Prioux were 
south of the BEF, holding a line between Warve and 
the valley of the M e w  (Maas) river. Today the 
autoroute takes advantage of the flat, easy, rather dull 
country alongside the deep river valley and the hills of 
the western Ardennes. In 1940 the French saw it as the 
perfect mute for the Panzers to sweep foward and the 
Germans were eager to behave in such a way as to 
convince the Allies that this was, indeed, their 
principal axis of attack. The vehicles of the 3rd and 4th 
Panzer Divisions poured over the Maastricht crossings 
and gathered themselves for action. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, 12 May, Lieutenant 
Robert Le Bel, 3rd DLM looked from the turret of his 
Hotchkiss H-39, near Jandrain, to see: 

'... an mraordina?y show which war played out 
about three kilommrr (2 mi& away: a panerr division 
shaping itserffir battle. The massiw gathm'ng of this 
armoured a d  war an unfigcnablc sight, the more 
so that it appeared cvrn more m j j i n g  thmugb the 
gkasses.. . Some men, pmbably oficm, walked to andfm 
gestirubting in fmnt of the tanks. They wm pmbably 
giving kast-minute orden ... S&nb ar ifswept away 

a magic wand they all disappeared.. . A dust cloud 
s&n aPiand on the sbline, disclosing the enemy mow. 
I got down into the tank, closed the h a d  andpemd 
thmugh the tpicropes. ' 

The bade continued through the lfrcrnoon and 
into the evening. By nightfall the French had lost 24 
Hotchkiss H-39s and four Somua S-35s. and the 
German losses caused them to remark on the biner 
resistance offered by the French, necessitating rep ted  
attacks by VIll Air Corps. The town of Hannut had 
fallen to the Germans. The next day, late in the 
morning, the Stukas were present in yet p t e r  force. 
The French prevented the Germans from caking 
Merderop and, when the attackers tried to circumvent 
it, themselves launched an attack on the enemy's 
supporting infantry. In the dose action that followed 
4th Panzer no doubt enjoyed the advantages of their 
better radio communications. By the end of the day 
they were in Ramilles, 6 miles (IOkm) west of Hannut, 
and had inflicted the loss of 11 S-35s and four H-39s 
upon the 2nd Cuirassiers. To their n o d  3rd Panzer 
had pushed 1st Cuirassier back beyond Jauche and 
desrmyed 25 of their tanks. Prioux was forced to order 
a withdrawal to a line east of the Wavre-Namur 
position. 

The French infantry were now well established, so 
that when elements of 3rd Panzer slipped through 
the line in pursuit of 3rd DLM, they were 
comprehensively shot up by the 1st Moroccan 
Division. The bade resumed on 15 May between 
Gembloux and Perbaix, on both sides of Ernage and 
in c o n W  tighting neither side had the upper hand, 
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ranks and &rry vacLing ad a x ~ n r c r - ~ .  
ButnowirwasbecomingdePrtotheAUiathuthe 
mjorsadrcwasfaUingd9owhae.~aosiqpofthe 
Me= m  the soudl of the 1st Army, at Sedan on 13 
M a y a d D i a v l t o n 1 4 M a y , ~ m m o u c & n k  
the AUics' Belgian pitiom. CeMnl Billone ordad a 
ream,ftrtmalineon W P a l ~ ~ m d ~ ~ , a d  
then,onTh~16Mry. totber iwErcvl l t from 
WhiehdyrhedouodonIysErdayseadiu. 

To dsc of drc BEF, who had sun somc 
~ b u t l i t d e d r c , t h e o ~ c s m e p s a s b o d c a n d m  
chBdgiPasitwaathuada6olt. Syxn+whowasin 
rrae~ontheFh&aarMcaudc,saidinaleaer: 
'a+eM/% I I W I - m l d  

atq~~firtorixp.m.tosktrtam&amnalponata 
-dfiWmjlCIlatmJaU4.ay...  BJabcrinvIgoC 
a b m p o r r i o n r o f r b a ~ ~ ~ ~ g ~ . I  
a n n m r r ~ k * p u ~ ~ & n l u u r b i n b r w r t  
p h a r . n r ~ a f o f r b r ~ V i u ¶ g e w w r i r r  
w r q v i P l t n p q a d f i r & a b j r a n , i w r  

rnnpIrtcb nvnncd at the nnra tbat w wr mt 
P d w n n ~ n g 8 t c m I ~ o u r + .  .. abcuwmkd 
pa@Mto k, cunyiagemytbingin onerviraur 
~ k a u i n g t / l a r t ! @ w & a n d ~ ~ ~ n d a r * m r  
AU*aa&sr allabcnnt&andnllLrstni$tabc~ 
nmrr d p o v n p o v n ~  #bnn&. .' 

FmmtheDyktotheSenn~ffomtheSenncmthe 
~ a n d f r o m r b c D e g d r r m d l e E s c m u l t t h e  
BridshMIback-Thcbridgs~nrrblownlrdyrwcnt. 
T h d c r y w a s i n a w ~ n a n t a a r e o f r c d c p ~ t  
~ t I u y , m o , w i ~ a n d m o k u p p i a o n s t o c o w  
r h e i r a r d w i ~ w * l b e f o ~ ~ ~ t o c h e ~  
again tharwtves. ByTkday, May 21 the British bad 
P L C l l p o s i t i o n m c h E r c v l l t b c r w c m ~ i n  
chc north, through Toumai a, Mauldc, halkay 
~ T d d V P L e n c i e n n e s , ~ m ~ d  
againsttheGene~~uwithtbeFrrnchFirstArmyto BB(IWW-lW&k*r 
~ r i g h t a n d t h e & I g t n r t o c h e a o n b . E v e n o  W N M l l l h m I r a n  
-hrlalrrdyundamiacdchirpLn,ptLord UmkLnlrrqMdlDb 
G o r c w a s ~ m i m g o d y m o w d l ~ .  --rug 
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idea that the Ardeme terrain would not damaged. As hte as March 1940 a French Deputy 

permit the passage of armourai forces has (member of F'arhent) reported to Gamelin that the 
ban used as an accuse for thelackofforesight defences of Sedan wcre entirely inadquate. An T" 

of General Gvndin and hiis coIIagues in the French anempt to in- the fortifications had been started 
High Command. That they were Pkn by surprise by the previous autumn, but the severe winter pmnted  
the German attack is certain, but that they believed the pouring of concrete and the delivery of the 
the Ardcnnes to be impenetrable to an army is nccmvy d. On 11 April General Hunaingcl 
incredible. 

The description of the territory as 'impenetrable' 
has ban attributed to Marshal PCPin who spoke of 
the Ard- in March 1934, but went on to add 
'provided we make some special dispositions.' In 1938 
General PrCtdat was in command of man- that 
assumed an attack thmugh the Ardcnnes of seven 
German divisions, four motorisad infantry and with 
two tank b-. The result was a defar for the 
dcfcnders of so comprehensive a nature that the 
wisdom of publishing it was qucsdoncd lest m o d e  be 
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askcd for another four divisions to work on the 
d h .  He was refused. The history is thus not one 
of ignorance but of negligence. 

Fmm the h i i  hills of the EiM and Moselberg on 
the Belgian-W-Luxembourg borders, the L d  
slopes away westwards, rolling country, wooded at fim 
but opening up into broad, high fields. It is drained by 
the River Ourthe which runs north to join the Meuse 
at Litge, by the Lase, heading north-- to Dinant, 
and the Scmois which goes north-- almost parallel 
mrhcMeuse to its coducncewiththelarguriverat 
MonthermC. The Meuse i d  has cut deep inm the 
lvldrcape and the tributaries do the same. The 
impression is, indeed, of country difEcult of lcceah 

surely wondemJly daunting for armowed divisions, 
but this is a q a t i c i a l  view. The evtem appmaches to 
thesevalleys arc relatively easy and the Meuse itself- 
of Charleville-MCzikres runs thmugh broad, 
welcoming country. 

The handicaps the French imposed upon 
theacelva on the ground wcre twofold. Fi, the 
Meuse i d  was insutliaently fortified and, second, 
the ArduuKs were left open in order to permit the 
French a+ to advance. The i m p i b i t y  of liaison 
with the Bdgians conmbutcd, for this was country 
they planned to abandon, but the lines of defence 
available above the Scmois and along the Meuse were 
ignored with fial d t s .  

A W e r  pmblem arose from the handling 
of intelligence. While the reco~aissance flights 

underden by the French Air Force were, they 
claimed, limited by their losses from enemy action and 
by the bad weather, the Dcuxihe Bureau provided 
French commanders with detailed information on the 
build-up of German troops, and the Swiss were 
aware of German bridge constnrcdon between Bonn 
and Bingen, as were the French. On 30 April the 
French Military Attach4 in Berne reported that the 
Germans were to attack between 8 and 10 May with 
Sedvl as the principal axis of the mmmcnt. These 
repom were, it must be remembered, a fov amongst 
many that suggested the blow would hll efscwhur, 
but the hca of voop concentrations and bridge 
c o d o n  were not given proper weight against 
reports of mere plans. 

ARMY GROUP A ADVANCES 
The cutring edge of the German sickle was formed of 
the Pvlza Corps of Runbtedt's h y  Gmup A. On 
theright,intheFourthhyheadingforDit,was 
XV Pvucr Corps under General Hcrmann Hoth, to 

whom Genedeutnant Max von Hartlieb (5th 
Puuer) and Generalmajor Erwin Rommel (7th 
Pvlza) reported. Furthcr south the Panzcrs of the 
Twelfth and S ieen th  armies were under the 
command of General Ewald von Klcist in a formation 
known as Gruppe von KlciFt. The XLI Pvlza Corps, 
commanded by General Georg-Hans Rcinhardt, 
consisted of 6th and 8th PUua, while MX Pvlza 
Corps, commanded by General Hcinz Guderian, 
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ABOVE German cavalry 
crosses the shallow Semois 
at Mouzaive, north-west of 
Bouillon. (wlasmr) 

BELOW m e  village of 
Mouzaive, reached by a 
footbridge over the Semois. 

IMME WWUy22) 

comprised 1st. 2nd and loth Panzer divisions and 
the Grossdeutschland Regiment, motorised infantry. 
Early in the afternoon of 9 May they were alerred 
to the coming action and, ar 5.30 a.m. the next 
day, Guderian crossed the Luxembourg frontier at 
Wallendorf wirh 1st Panzer, heading for Marrleange 
on rhe Belgian border, sourh of Bastogne. 

They had been preceded by groups tasked wirh 
securing the southern flank. Oberleutnant Werner 
Hedderich's Luftlandekommando made swifr and 
efticienr work of securing key crossroads and easing 
the advance of the 34th Infantry Division inro 
Luxembourg. The missions ro seize positions at Nives 
and W i r y  west of Martelange, went badly astray. 
The  men involved were volunreers from rhe 
Grossdeutschland Regimenr, 400 of rhem, who were 
ro be flown in rwo-by-two, like Noah's cargo, in 100 
Fieseler Fi 156 lighr aircraft. The pilots would have to 

make rwo trips to deliver the force and in rhe event 
navigational errors and accidents led to some ending 
up yet furrher south at Liglise and all of them fairly 
scattered. A number of minor actions were fought 
wirh the Belgian 1st Chasseurs Ardennais and wirh 
elements of the French 5th Light Cavalry Division 
(DLC), some roads were blocked wirh felled trees and 
relephone lines cur. As the allied forces were under 
orders to withdraw and wirh rhe arrival of 2nd Panzer 
nexr morning, this venture quietly closed. 

Guderian, meanwhile, had been troubled by the 
efticiency wirh which the Belgians had blocked the 
roads on rhe border. But they had, for rhe most parr, 
withdrawn, leaving obstacles that, wirh a little rime 
and efforr, could be removed. The Germans mere on 
rhe move again on the morning of Saturday 11 May 
but matters had been confused by an order from 
Heist's H Q  for 10th Panzer ro rurn sourh to fend off 
a counter-artack by the French. Guderian succeeded in 
having this insrrucrion withdrawn, bur the 10th were 
now in rhe sector of advance planned for Isr Panzer 
which, in turn, got in the way of rhe 2nd which then 
inrerfered wirh 6th  Panzer. Forrunately for rhe 
Germans, rhe sky was innocent of allied bombers to 
attack the traGc jams. Neufchiteau was defended by 
Belgian Chasseurs Ardennais and French 3rd Spahis 
and 5rh DLC, bur a brisk fight supported by Stukas 
drove them off both here and at Bertrix. By night 1st 
Panzer had reached the ourskirrs of Bouillon on the 
Semois, only 10 miles (1 5km) from Sedan. The bridge 
here had been blown, as had the bridge at the tobacco- 
growing village of Frehan to rhe west. During the 
night elements of rhe reconnaissance battalion crept 
over rhe ford at Mouzaive, further west again, 
and established themselves south of rhe Semois. 
Also during this night GRII133, the French strategic 
reconnaissance squadron, observed routes in the 
Belgian Ardennes thronged with blazing headlights as 
the invaders hastened towards the Meuse. Their report 
appears to have been ignored. 

To rhe norrh Rommel had had less difticuly in 
advancing. He wrote: 

ill roads and forest tracks had been pennanent!~ 
barricadedand deep craters blown in the main roads. But 
most of the road blocks were undejended by the Bel@ans. 
and it was thus in on!y afiwplaces that my division was 
held up for any kngth of time. Many of the blocks could 
be by-passed by moving across coun y or over side roads.. . 

2t our j r s t  ckuh with French mechanised forces, 
prompt opening fire on our part led to a hasty French 
retreat. I have found again and again that in encounter 
actions, the dav goes t i t h e  side that is thef ir~t  to plaster 
its opponent with jre.. . this applies even when the exact 
position of the enemy is unknown, in which case thejre  
must  simp!^ be sprqed over enemy-held territory.' 

O n  the morning of Whir Sunday, 12 May, 
Guderian drove to Bouillon where he was able ro 

congratulare Lieutenanr-colonel Hermann Balck on 
the taking of the town by his 1st Rifle Regimenr at 
about 8 a.m. After checking the progress of 10th 
Panzer further east where they had crossed the Semois 
bentreen Cugnon and Herbeumonr, he rerurned to the 
headquarters his Chief of Staff, Colonel Nehring, had 
ser up on rhe HBrel Panorama. They were jusr gerring 
down to work when: 

'.Su&en!lf there was a series of explosions in rapid 
srrccession: another air attack.. . thejne window infront 
of which I was seated was smashed to smithereens and 
sp[inters ofghss uhistled about my ears.' 

They decided to move and eventually settled norrh 
of Noirefonraine. This rime the Battles of the AASF 
had attacked and rerurned unscathed, although the 
bridge-building ar Bouillon continued undisrurbed; in 
the afternoon half of the 12 aircraft attacking the 
German column further norrh were lost. 

Guderian's adventures were nor over for rhe day. A 
Fieseler Storch aircraft was sent to rake him to Heist's 
headquarters, where he learned rhat the crossing of the 
Aleuse was scheduled for 4 o.m. the next dav and that 
a mass bombing rather than the close support attacks 
of the Stukas was planned. Guderian argued againsr 
this, bur was over-ruled. Then, for the second time in 
a day, he was in danger. O n  the return rrip the pilot 
got losr. To his alarm the General discovered that they 
were flying along, in an unarmed aircraft, on rhe 
southern side of the Meuse. An immediate order to 
rurn norrh was issued! Once more in his headquarters, 
Guderian considered the task of drawing up orders for 
the next day 

'In z,ier~* of the ueT short time at our disposal, rue 
were forced to take the orders used in the r ~ ~ a r  games at 
Koblenz from our jles and, a f i r  changing dates and 
time, issue these as orders for the attack. They were 
pe.f.ct!y jtted to the situation.. . 1st and 10th Panzer 
copied this procedure . . . ' 

OVERTHE MEUSE: SEDAN 
O n  the morning of hlonday, 13 May, General Pierre 
Grandsard, commander of X Corps, the left using of 
Huntzinger's 2nd Army, asserted rhat nothing new 
would happen for a few days while rhe Germans 
brought up their heavy arrillery and ammunition 
supplies. At 11 a.m. the Lufnvaffe started an immense 
air raid, pounding French fortifications wirh Srukas, 
Dorniers and Heinkels. Some 500 sorties were flown. 
Cowering under rhis torrent were the reservists of the 
55rh Infanrry Division, one of France's weaker 
formations. The other division rhar made up X Corps, 
the 71~1 ,  had been ordered forward during the night 
but was not yet in position. French artillery fire \\.as 
limited as there was a fear of  running out of 
ammunition. The Germans were able to push tanks 
forward ro rhe river and fire on the French pillboxes, 
many of them unfinished and not even equipped with 
doors. The 88mm anti-aircraft gun was also able to do 
substantial harm to French insrallarions. Men crept 
forward with rubber boars, ready to attempt the 
crossing. The aerial bombardmenr culminared in 
precisely the concentrated dive-bomber attack 
Guderian wanted - General Lorzer had contrived to 
leave the original plan for 4 p.m. in place. 

LEFT Men of Rommel's 7th 
Panzer deal with trees felled 
across the mads by the 
Belgians. IIWM n w z )  
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dawned. had aumbled away and 
reinforcing units found thansehra 
advance by fleeing comrades. 

By midnight, the end of Monday 13 May, 
three pontoon bridges, at Donchery, Glaire and 
w PC m the south 
W The 1st and 2nd knza war well down the road' 
alongside the River BPT and the Gnal dcs Anlcnnea 
Gudcrian d e a d  to himself that the s u m  of his 
attack was almost a miracle. 

~ @ m e ~ w i t h & ~ : ~ ~ i n  
t v r r r r o n b b r M r Y r r i r ~ " ' I b r r d i n ~ w s d a b o K  
d & i n a r u a f & m m r i a k t w ~ i n  
~ , G r k & s ~ ~ & * b c o f o f r m n r  

4 a b r ~ ~ ~ S m u k ~ r o n r d m i o o ~ -  
~ I m u & k t d q h s d ~ & s i & n  
4' 

Guduiangocaonmrcpontlutthcircamiagfirc 
bad been vcry dktivc and rhcir casualties light. By 
11.3Op.m. thcyhndpu5haiuptheridgem thesouth 
~~&asCbeKuNeSanda%cn~utoftheBoisdeL 

THE MEUSE AT DINANT 
By Sunday, 12 May, it was dawning on Genenl Conp 
that hi Ninth Army was getting involved in 
something serious. He issued an order stating that it 
wascrucialmthmwbackanyGennanfo~~~thatset 
foot on the west bank of the Meuse. He was a little 
slow off the muk. He pulled the 1st and 4th Light 
Cavalry back over the Meusc and aid to h e n  
the 18th and 22nd Infioay m the f f i c c ,  but they, 
third-grade mops below sncngth in any cue, were 
coming up on b t .  With the best will in the world, 
they could go no futcr. 

On the &oon of that day the leading elements 
of Rommel's 7th knza had reached the Meusc at 
D i t  in time m see the bridge blown at 4.20 p.m. 
The neighbouring bridges at Bouvignes and 
Ansacmme went at much the same time. To the north 
the railway bridge at Hour had gone adicr  in the 
&.moon, but the bridge at Yvoir was kept open m the 
last minute as the Bdgians were s t i l l  filling back. As 
Kampfcgruppe Wuna, a 5th Pvlzu unit mpomi ly  
under 7th Pvlzu comnund, approached the bridge 
the dccuical demolition circuit was dosed No&% 

Work on a pontoon bridge at GLirc was pqmsing 
r d l s t P l m d s ~ w r r r o v c r a s t h e n e w d a y  

L- A d  
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happened. Lieutenant RenC De \\'ispelaere o t  the 
Belgian 31st Engineers Battalion. ran forward and 
shortened the time-fuse of the non-electrical back-up 
system to virtually nothing and ignited it. As he 
turned to run back he was shot. The bridge went up 
with the first German vehicles on it. 

The remaining bridges up and down stream were 
destroyed later in the day, leaving rubber boats and 
pontoons as the obvious means of crossing. It gave a 
little more time for the French to gather their strength. 
The German 7th Motor-cycle Battalion approached 
the river at Houx by way of Awagne, sending out a 
reconnaissance patrol from that village at 5 p.m. They 
found the railway bridge gone, bur saw that a weir 

ABOVE Urst Panzer Regiment 
approach Bouillon, 13 May. 
(888/112119) 

RIGHT Guderian surveys the 
scene in Bouillon. w 4 1 ~ 2 )  

OPPOSITE TOP An 88mm gun 
in field artillery mode. 
lwal1182114) 

OPPOSITE B O l l O M  Detail from 
German 1:25,000 mapping of 

France showing Sedan centre 
right and, to the north-west, 
Glaire on the south bank and 
the factory across the Meuse 
to the east The challenge of 
the hills south of the river can 
be appreciated. @LWI (is) rhea 

xu-9n-8, MME wmmapsnns) 

benveen the east bank and an island appeared to be 
whole. The associated navigational lock was on the 
other side, overlooked by the French 2nd Battalion, 
39th Infantry at Senenne and on the bank benveen the 
river and the railway. To their south the Istl66th were 
scarcely in place forward of Rostenne. During the 
night the Germans crept fonvard and then, with 
covering fire from their machine-guns, made all speed 
across the old stone weir. The island was unoccupied. 
At 5.30 a.m. on ,Monday, 13 May, they pushed on over 
the lock and, in a hail of fire, established a small 
bridgehead. In rubber boats, with covering fire from 
tanks on the east bank, more men came over. As the 
dawn drew on to morning they took Grange and by 
noon held an area three miles (5km) square. 

Early that Monday Rommel arrived in Dinant to 
find the 6th Rifle Regiment attempting to cross the 
river in boats but suffering severely from artillery and 
rifle fire from the Belgians and French. The crossing 
was stuck. He then checked Houx and told the 7th 
Motor-cycle to clean up and secure their bridgehead. 
South once more, he found the 7th Rifle Regiment 
with a company over the river at Bouvignes, but under 
fire too heavy to permit reinforcement. H e  wrote: 

ils there war char4 no hope ofgetting any more men 
across at this point without pow+/ arrillq and tank 
supporr to &a1 ulith enemy nesn, I drove back to Division 
Headquarrers, where? met the Army Commander, Colonel- 
Generaf von Kluge and the Corps comman&, General 
Hoth.. . I drove back along the Meuse to L@e fimmediately 
north of Dinant] to get the crossing moving there. I had 
alreac+ gillen ordersfor smeral Pnnzr IIIs and N s  and a 
troop of arn'lkq~ to be at mv disposal at the crossing point.' 

The scene that greeted them was depressing: 
rubber boats lying damaged and the men under cover. 
The Leffe weir bridge had been barred with a spiked 
steel plate. Then the ranks Rommel had ordered up 
arrived as well as nvo howitzers. The Belgians and 
French were subjected to  steady, well-aimed fire, 
German tanks driving along the east bank with turrets 
traversed to bring their 75mm guns to bear. The 
crossing started once more and Rommel went over to 
encourage his men forward. After a probing advance 
by French armoured vehicles, probably armoured cars, 
had been frightened off by small-arms fire under his 
orders, the General returned to the east bank and went 
up to Houx to push things forward there. He found 
the engineers building 8-ton pontoons, too light for 
tanks, and ordered them to get on with the 16-ton 
type to  get the tanks across the river. Work went 
slowly, but there were 15 of them across by the next 
morning. It was as well, for a mixed force of French, 
infantry Dragoons and a reconnaissance unit, ran into 
the Germans at Haut-le-Wastia, usest of AnhCe, and 
retreated only when tanks came up. 

As Rommel exploited his bridgehead on the 
Tuesday morning by attacking Onhaye, up on the 

plateau west of Dinant, where Colonel \,on Bismark's 
7th Rifle Regiment had arrived, General Corap was 
making arrangements to oppose him. He ordered 
General Julien Martin of XI Corps to take command 
of 1st Armoured Division and 4th North African 
Infantry Division and make a counter-attack. The 
former was regrouping some nine miles (15km) west 
of Dinant and the latter had just completed long 
marches under L u h a f f e  harassment. 

The seizure of Onhaye on Tuesday, 14 ,May, did 
not go smoothly for Rommel. H e  rushed forward with 
what armour he had on the west bank under the 
impression that Bismark was surrounded, but found 
the message had been misunderstood. He then left 
Bismark commencing an encircling movement on the 
village. Rommel himself made for a wood to the north 
of the village to assemble his tanks there. Suddenly 
they came under fire. 

'Shellr landed all round us and my tank received rwo 
hits, one afipr the other, thejrst on the upper edge of the 
turret and the second in the periscope. The driver 
promptly opened the throttle wide and drove straight into 
the nearest bushes. He had only gone a j w  yards, 
however, when the tank slid down a steep slope . . . and 
stopped, canted over on its side, in such a position that the 
enemy . . . could not fail to see it.' 



56 

PART THREE 

57 

THROUGH THE ARDENNES 

LEFTDhnfhamChllr;lu 

--Banignes- 
sur-huw. The Forbag 

slsndsm~hillrbovotha 

---,- 
a # ~ ~ I # l o * r .  
DornatnomrhWrrdrnd ~ ~ - ~ -  
~ n o t l a b u l L c w ~ m ~ n 6 l  



58 I 
I 59 

P A S T  T F R E E  T H R O U G H  T H E  A R D E N N E S  

He decided to abandon the tank. The  smoke 
candles on another Panzer had been ignited by the 
shellfire and, under the cover of the smoke-screen thus 
created, they managed to get to safety. Stukas were 
called up to deal with the artillery and a further attack 
in the evening gave Rommel the Onhaye position with 
the broad, open country before him. 

MONTHERME 
General Reinhardr's XLI Panzer Corps had the most 
difficult approach to the ,Meuse given the combination 
of distance travelled and the narrow roads. The 6th 
Panzer Division was to cross at MonthermC while 8th 
Panzer went for Nouzonville to the south. The  bridge 
at  Montherme was down and barbed wire and 
pillboxes could be seen on the far bank. Here, o n  
Monday 13  May, the machine-gunners of the 42nd 
Demi-Brigade of Colonial Infant: part of the 102nd . . 
Fortress Division, awaited them. Three companies of 
German infantry in rubber boats attempted the 
crossing. One  was thrown back, but two managed to 
gain a foothold and fought stubbornly all day to secure 
a small bridgehead, wiping out the 5th Company of 
the 42nd Demi-Brigade in doing so. The French 
withdrew to their prepared positions at the foot of the 
peninsula. The  Germans then managed to get men 
over the river on the ruins of the bridge to reinforce 
their position while a pontoon bridge was constructed 

ABOVE RIGHT The memorial to 
Renb De Wispelaere near the 
new AnhbeNvoir mad bridge. 
WME M12nI17) 

RIGHT m e  confluence of the 
Meuse and the Semois 
(Semoy) at Monthermd Detail 
from a map published by the 
German Geographischen 
Dienst der Armee. (EL CZI (in 
sheet XXX-815-6-7) 

OPPOSITE TOP The Meuse at 
Monthermb. WME wmnm 

OPPOSITE MIDDLE Deville, 
downstream of Monthermb, 
seen from a Panzer south of 

the village, two months after 
the crossing. mrnnsn) 

OPPOSITE BOTTOM 14 May 
1940: the radio section of 9th 
Infantry Regiment in 
Aiglemont, south of, and high 
above, Nouzonville. (sn~ian~)  

but it was not until \Wednesday, I 5  May, that, with the 
help of pressure from the flanks, 6th Panzer broke 
through the stubborn French resistance. 

GUDERIAN'S R I G H T  W H E E L  
O n  the morning of Tuesday, 14 May, Guderian's 1st 
Panzer had advanced as far as ChChCry some four 
miles (7km) south of the Meuse, overlooking the River 
Bar and the Canal des Ardennes to the west. This 
watenvay joins the Meuse a little over four miles west 

of Sedan and is the last stream until the Oise 60 miles 
(100km) to the west. Guderian's account gives the 
place as ChCmery but this is as far south again, and 
would have been fatally exposed to counter-attack. 
The bridge at Glaire was also bringing 2nd Panzer 
across, and they were moving west along the south 
bank of the Meuse. 

The  French were attempting to stem this tide. The  
previous afternoon had seen a panic on the south 
bank. French troops had reported seeing tanks at  
Rulson, south-east of ChChCry and both infantry and 
gunners had tumbled to the rear in a rabble. The 
commander of the 55th Division, General Lafontaine, 
withdrew his headquarters to ChCmery and attempted 
to organise a counter-attack. Some men, such as Major 
Benedetti of the 363rd Regiment, managed to advance 
and engage the Germans, but the majority, dispirited 
and confused, did little or nothing. This permitted 

i the Germans to reach Chiher). unopposed. O n  the 
morning of 14 May it was intended to use nvo groups 
to push the Germans back, 4th Tank Battalion 
(Bataillon de  Chars de Combat) and 205th Infantry 
on the right and 7th Tank Battalion and 213th 
Infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Labarthe, on 
the left. Only the latter was ready by 7 a.m., and so 
Labarthe alone was ordered to attack. 

The  tanks were FCM 36s. light tanks armed with 
obsolete 37mm guns, but well handled they could still 
give 1st Panzer problems, and at first they did, 
catching them refuelling and knocking out nvo tanks 
immediately. The  Germans fought back furiously, 
holding 7th Tanks until their own armour could 
strike. At 8.30 a.m. they hit the 7th at Connage, 
leaving them with only three of their 13  tanks. An 
attack by the Grossdeutschland Regiment threw the 
French out of Bulson with the loss of another 19 
ranks. The Germans hurried on to ChCmery where 
they were hit by their own Stukas, suffering the loss of 
four dead and a number of wounded. 

General Lafontaine decided not to risk the second 
attack group and the French fell back towards the 
ridge to the south. The French 3rd Armoured Division 
was moving up with two battalions on the road 
north from Le Chesne and niro coming up through 
Stonne. Two infantry regiments were also available. A 
concentrated attack was possible. It was not made. 
Fearful of his ability to hold the Germans, General 
Jean Flavingny, commander of XXI Corps to which 
these forces belonged, decided they should be 
dispersed to stiffen a long line of defence rather than 
knock his opponents out, so scattered were they. 

In the early hours of Tuesday 14 May General 
Billotte telephoned Air Marshal Barratt for assistance 
and the AASF sent six Battles in to attack the 
pontoons at  about 5 a.m. and another four at about 
7.30 a.m. All returned safely and some hits on the 
bridges were reported, but the flow of Panzers to the 
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south bank seemed undiminished. The French 35 of their number and the Blenheims five, while the 
Air Force put in their first a d  at 9 am., on returning a i d  were badly shot up. Two of the 
lOrh Pvucr's x a o r  at Douy and Bazcilles, with eight pontoon bridges were sunk (though they were quickly 
Blrguet 693s pmtectad by 15 RAF Hurricanes and 15 replaced) and bridges at Mouzon and Sedan were hit. 

-'mrr- Bloch 152. Later in the morning five LeO 451s and a As evening approached 28 Blenheims of 2 Gmup 
D . y = a S  dozen obsolcsccnt Amiot 143 night bombers were sent anadced and a quarter of thun were lost. Gudcrian 

against the bridges and mops at Sedan. Of those rhat remarked: 
survived the mission none were airworthy. That 'Thm was m a  most uiohairannrk by& 
exhausted the French ~UOIIICCS and the a d  wm mnnjl Thr extmmely bmvc Fmtch andEngbhpilon did 
taken up by the AASF Air V i c e - M a 1  Playhir had not succeed in knocking out thr Mrs. drrpitc thr h a  y 
62 Battles and eight Blenheims left and committed ~ C I  that they su&itd Our anti-az'trn$ p n n m  
them all. It spelt the end of his force. The Battles lost p d  hem~ellva on thic & and shot ~ p e r b l ~  LEy 
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awning thry ralruIarcd [ o w  optimistically] that rhcy had 
a c f ~ ~ n t ~ d j f i r  150 memy nunypLuvs. .' 

The Gaman ability swiftly to get the anti-- 
guns establishad to defend their river crossings was 
demonstrated here as it wu in Belgium. 

KLOTZEN, NlCHT KLECKERN 
In the afternoon of 14 May Guderian was back with 
1st Puurr, now in wntml of the road south at 
ChCmay-sur-Bar. He asked G m m l  Kirchner if he felt 

the whole division should be turned west or if a south- 
facing Hank guard should m a i n  on the east side of 
the canal. A d officer, Major Wen& immediately 
rrmuked: 'Kloacn, nicht Kleckun' - Bash, don't up. 
It was an expression Guderian himself used, meaning 
one should employ a concentrated force in a singk 
blow, not spread the force over multiple strikes. It was 
apt. The whole division would nun. 

The concern was rhat the Sedan bridgehead was 
overlooked by the hills running wat to east through 
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ABOVE On the southern side 
of the hilltop at Noyers-Pont 
Maugis German fallen of two 
World Wars are buried. 
(MME WWZWlO) 

RIGHT A Panzer iV destroyed 
in Stonne by 4151 Tank 
Battalion on 16 May. (wmm) 

Sronne, and \\.ouid hc insecure unless those heights an inferno. The 10th Panzer attacked at d.~\\.n and 
\rere also in German hands. I t  was decided that lo th  lost a tank to 6th Recce at the Sugar Loaf (Pain 
Panzer and the Grossdeutschland Regiment would take de Sucre) hair-pin bend east of the village. The 
care of that. The infantry regiment was in Maisoncelle Grossdeutschland Resiment pressed and took Stonne, - 
that afternoon and moved on to Artaise, but were but the French 49th Tank Battalion advanced at about 
unable to make further progress against unexpecred 7.30 a.m. with ten Renault Blbis under the command 
fire from the French 6th Reconnaissance Group and of Lieutenant Caraveo in the 7bulal. They withdrew 
51st, 67th and 91st Infantry. From \Vednesday, 15 after the Germans had made themselves scarce, after 
May and for the next three days the ridge would be which, at about 10 a.m., the Germans reoccupied 

ABOVE LEFT French Hotchkiss 
H-39s prepare to attack from 
cover. (mn m7m 

LEFl The shuggle to stay 
mobile - French Renault R35s 
in a field repair shop. 

(mn m m )  
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divisions to dedicate to acquiring the ridge. It was not 
until Friday 24 May that they could brcc the French 
to withdraw. 

By then Guderian was fa away. Hi 1st and 2nd 
F'anzer Divisions had crossed the 4 on Wednesday 
15 May. Then, at La Horgnc, ten miles (15km) war 
of Chhnery, they wcrc met by the 3rd Brigade of 
Spahis, the unit which had been pulled off the Scmoii 
prematurely a couple of days eulicr. Them was no 
such withdrawal now. For ten hours the 1 s  Gvaky 
Brigade and the Spahis, not merely a cavalry regiment 
in name but mounted on horsa, held the Germans. 
nK Sphis & 30% d t i e s  before they finay. 
fill badLTheway mthewestwasdeu. 

ItwasnadynotaTheo&hadbcmpi.enbr 
a 24-hour halt to consolidate. Guderian wrote: L 

inwlwd d x  m j % e  oftbe r k t  ofnrrpriw w had 
gaincdandof d x  whole initinlnrmr iur hadacbinmL I 
tb+w got in totub, pmonaU~ j h  with d x  Chief of 
Szffof C P a m  Gmup, CbhnelZn'&, andsince dblj 
w a c m t n r m r g h w i t b ~ w n ~ b i m w ~ a n d  
w+ o h  r m p  C I I ~ L M  a 

4 1  convmrttin became m y  heated and M ""p'ntnl OUT 

m.0~ arguments KYmrl timrs. Fha& GNml w n  
MrLr a p p d  of the adwm being continued fi 

Smnne. Caraveo m e d  to the a d  and m into 
OPPWE BOTTOM TI* rridr- heavy anti-tank fire, losing thm of his company's 
W n e o u n t l ~ ~ ~  vchida, rhe HadUgr which caught &, the Ca& 
Cad da Mums. l'ha view which exploded and t& Chinun which burnt out. 
-01- Thae last two involved the loss of their as well. 
~ u - m )  Three ocher ranks wae damaged and the company 

withdrew m the southern edge of the village. Here 

they were united with the 45th Tank B a d i n  and the 
67th Inhntry m launch another counter-attack. To 
their I& 51s  Intintry anadrcd from the woods, 
supported by Hotchkiar H39s. The village was 
retaken, but could not be held that night when the 
supponing anks had m withdnw. The Germans 
regained it. The village of S m ~ e  was being reduced to 
ruins. 

The morning of 16 May saw French artillery 
smash the rubble of Sonne into yct smaller fngmenrs. 
Two companies of Renault Blbiis of 41st Tank 
Badion went in at 5 a.m. Captain Piem Biiloae in 
the tank Euw saw, as he reached the centre of the 
village, a column of panurs approaching. He 
i m m o b i i  the first of them. then. 

amtber tweq-Isy~ hmn so that sn&ent 
arqnimi&r d x  infintry corps that uutr @%wing.. . I 
wacpkmedto have ntruntruncdqv$rehm ofmolmnnrt ... ' 

'Tk pamen f i lh ing  it wn spaced at +I 

intrrualr on a 2Wmetm climb, eacb of thnn being 
rhi&dby h s e  in fmnt On the otberbad I wac uphill 
and I d $ w  at thnnfmm a&. . . In rn minutes, the 
prurwsattbrkadofdxcolumn uutrnllsiLNnL mu 
~ t h r o r h n ; a n d I e m J d ~ c d x o n e s i n d x ~ r ~  
ununtL&&ng.' 

Biiom then destroyed an anti-tank gun with the 
75mm. The 41s  had m a k n  the medugc of S m ~ e .  
OnFriday 17MaytheGermansrciicvod lOthPvlvr 
and the Gros&u&d Regiment and thmv their 
2nd Intinny against the Fmch. They & at the 
hand9 of the 49th Tank Badion, but prevailed. 

The French tanks were back the nott day and with 
the 51s  Infantry, managed to get back into S ~ M C  
once more, only to be shded out by the end of the 
day. The German infvlny was catching up with 
Klein's Pvurr Gmup and the a d m  now had three 
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ieutenant Patrick Turnbull was serving wirh 
at Arras. On Monday 13 May, he was 

sent to inspect the damage resulting from an 

67 
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attack by the Lufnuaffe on the railway station. 
'Ifound there had been a number ofdirect hits on the 

station which was burning fiercely. One bomb had 
evidently fallen in the place [square] just outside the 
entrance near a group of children either reiurning from 
school or about to be put on a train to carry them firther 
west to imagined safety. Six or seven mangled little bodies 
lay messily on the cobbles, blood spattering the guners. 
Two nights later the Hotel Univers in turn sufered a 
direct hit. I arrived on the scene just in time to see the 
remains of an ojicer with whom I had been dining the 
previous evening being draggPd from the rubble ... 
Evidence that all was far from well was accumulating, 
but men by the lGth there was no impact of crisis. 
Perhaps it was that aftrr so long a spell of wearisome 
phoney war, the increminx chaos seemed equally phony ' 

The lack of urgency infected the French High 
Command. General Georges had told Gamelin of a 
serious pin-prick at Sedan, bur rhen reported rhat the 
Germans had been held. It was entirely false, though 
Georges evidently believed it. While Panzer Group 
Kleist launched itself westwards, the French 3rd 
Armoured Division was being destroyed piecemeal on 
the heights around Stonne. In the north the 1st 
Armoured had suffered a similar fate. 

FLAVION TO LE CATEAU 
General Marie-Germain Bruneau, in command of 1st 
Armoured Division, had some 160 to 180 ranks at his 
disposal; records are vague. Of these about 70 were 
Renault Blbis, with 28th and 37th Tank Battalions, 
and some 90 were Horchkiss H39s wirh 25th and 
26th Tanks. The division had originally been intended 
for the support of Plan D and on 11 May was sent to 

ABOVE Two of the eight Chars 
B of 3rd Company destroyed 
on 15 May by the Germans as 
Me French moved north, 
leaving Den& to their right, 
seeking the main east-west 
mad. m Z U B I L ~  

LEFT A Char B of 2 Company, 
37th Tanks broken down in 
Enneton-sur-Biert. The highly 
vulnerable radiator grille can 
clearly be seen. m 24181~51 

I Charleroi in southern Relgium, ordered to travel h!. 
night to avoid air attack and allowed four nighrs to do 
it. Orders rhen changed, they had to go faster, use 
fewer nighrs, and they got there late on Sunday 12 
May On Monday they did nothing, in spire of the 
furore on the Meuse. General Corap then decided rhat 
he had to abandon the Meuse line and create a new 
defence further west, on a line through Philippeville. 
The confusion following on rhis decision was to make - 
progress much easier for the Germans. 

On Tuesday 14 May, as Rommel was attacking 
Onhaye, 1st Armoured was ordered to Florennes, 12 
miles (20km) west of Dinanr, and arrived there late that 
night, in some disorder and with the fuel trucks following 
a t  the very end of the column. Rommel had, by rhis 
rime, taken Onhaye against the resistance of units of 
the 4th North African Division, Zouaves and Algerians. 
The Algerians fought alone, without co-ordination 
wirh their armoured troops, against 7th Panzer while the 
similarly isolated 39th and 66th Infantry facing the 
Germans of 5th Panzer west of Houx, were mopped up 
as well, in spite of gallant resistance. 

On the morning of Wednesday 15 May, the 
Renaults of 28th Tanks were at Flavion, just north of 
rhe main Dinant-Philippeville road and about nine 
miles (14km) from Dinant, with the Hotchkiss H39s 
of the 25th to their rear in Corenne. The rest of the 
Hotchkiss, with 26th, were to the north-east and 
beyond them, close to Ermeton-sur-Biert, were the 
other Chars B of the 37th. Leading tanks of 7th Panzer 

were seen in Anthce. on the main road south-east of 
Flavion, at about 8.30 a.m. and fired on by the 28th. 
Rommel wrote of rhis day: 

'My intention for the 15th Maj~ was to thrust straight 
through in one stride to our objective, with the 25th 
Panzer Regiment in the lead and with artillery and, i f  
possible, dive-bomber suppori. The infan? was to follow 
up the tank anack, part(11 on foot andpartly lory-borne. 
The essential thin& to my mind, was that the artillery 
should curtain o f b o t h ~ 9 ~ n k s  of our anack . . 

LEFT Monthennb, where the 
machine-gunners of the 
colonial infantry were 
overcome. The bridge bears a 
small plaque in their memory. 
(MME WW2/5/4 6 6) 

BELOW A dug-out entrance 
and, in the distance, a pillbox, 
west of Claitfayts, where 
Rommel claimed to have 
broken the Maginot Line. 
(MME W 4 / 3 2 )  
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A better definition of a sickle-stroke is hilru ru 

imagine. When the French fted on Rommel's leading 
ah, they took to the woods and Lcpt going west, 
avoiding towns and villages which might slow the 
advance. Meanwhile his artillery and infantry engaged 
the French and kept thcm so busy that, by late 
afternoon, they war running out of lid. When, at 
about 5.30 p.m., they war ordcrcd to hll back only 
seven Cham B of the 28th wuld move and the 26th 
Tanks auld m m  only 20 of their Hotchkiss. 

The 37th Tank Bvtalion had been in the thick of 
the battle. Faring that 5th Pvlza would out&nk 
their wnuadcs to the south, seven tanks of 2nd 
Company a& with gdod effacr but, by 2 p.m., 
the threc remaining wcrc in such bad s t a a  that their 
ucws wcrc o b l i  to destroy thcm t h d v c s .  Ar 
4 p.m. the 1st and 3rd Companies, which had been 
lightly engaged, were ordcrcd to hll back north-wcst 
towards Mmet. Fating problems with aussing the 
River Mo@& at Ermcmn, 3rd Gmpany made for 
Den& to the north-cut, there to enwunrer the 
German VlII Corps, and be d m y e d  by their 
d e r y .  By the end of the day the la Armowed had 
only 20 W y  operational tanks left. Of the 500 or so 
German tvlkr they had hced, about 10 p a  cent had 
bccn knocked out. Rommel said of the d a ~  
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some seven miles ( I  lkm) south-west of Philippeville, 
on the hills west of Cerfonraine. 

Zooking back east from tire summit of the hiN, as 
night fell, endless pillurs of dust corrld be seen rising as far 
as the eye could reach - comforting signs that the 7th 
Panzer Diuisioni moue into tl7e conqrrered territory bad 
begun. ' 

General Corap's new line of defence had been 
breached within 24 hours of its conceotion. Rommel 
was on rhe Frenchman's doorsrep. 

Further sourh the order to withdraw to a line 
through Rocroi had left the stubborn defenders of the 
Meuse at Monrherme in the lurch. The French 102nd 
Division was a fortress unit. The colonial machine- 
gunners, men from Indo-China and Madagascar, had 
no transport. In the early morning of 15 ,May, their 
flanks unsupported, they had been surrounded and 
overcome. The rest of the Ninth Army was collapsing 
behind them, whole units surrendering without firing 
a shot. 

General Billorte telephoned General Georges to 
reporr the state of the 9th Army and to propose char 
General Henri Giraud, commander of the 7th Army, 
should take over. The change was effected at 4 a.m. on 
16 May and Corap departed, in his own words, 
heartbroken. 

Rommel was on the move once more on the 

2 j e r  a brief engagement u~rrir eneq ,  t~znk~ tletzr 

Fhuion, the Panzer Regiment advanced in column 
through the woods to Pl7ilippeuille, passing on the wa-v 
numerous guns and uehicles belonging to a French unit, 
zuhose men had tumbled headlong into the wood at the 
approach of our tanks . . . ' 

They exchanged fire wirh the French some three 
miles north-west of Philippeville and Rommel then 
turned south to prevent the French getting away 
in that direction. Rushing around in a great anri- 
clockwise sweep, the Germans gathered up hundreds 
of prisoners with little resistance. The shock of rheir 
presence was enough. By the evening Rommel was 

morning of Thursday 16 May, pushing on over the 
French border at Clairfayrs, ten miles (17km) sourh- 
east of Maubeuge. Here the extension of the Maginot 
line rook the form of pillboxes wirh an anti-tank ditch, 
barbed wire and metal anti-tank obstacles called 

hedsehoss. The border was thus defended, bur 
scarcely to the standard of the ,Maginor Line itself. 
Having been warned that the road through Clairfayrs 
was mined, Rommel's column took to the fields and as 
they approached the village, he recounts, 

'Suddenly we saw the angular outlines of a French 
fortifiation about 100 yard [90m] ahead. Close beside 
it were a number offul(y-armed French troops who, at the 
jrst sigbt of the tanks, at once made as ifto surrender. We 
u~ere just beginning to think that we would be able to take 

rroublesome artiller!. batten west of Clairfayrs and, in 
ABOVE The advance west 

Rommel's words. 
from the Canal des Ardennes. 

'The way to the west war now open. The moon war 
XIX Panzer Corps approach up and for the time being we could expect no real 

darkness. I had already given orders . . . for the leading Omont 15 May, 6 p.m. 

tanks to scatter the road and verges with machine and mfilmA1 

anti-tankgunjre at intervals during the drive to Avesnes 
. . . The mass of the division had instructions to follow up 
the Panzer Regiment lory-borne. ' 

They rushed forward through the moonlight, now 
on the main road to Avesnes, clattering and roaring 
along. A burst of fire from a secondary defence line 
was answered with a fresh burst of fire and speed. 
Startled civilians and exhausted troops could only jerk 
from sleep to wonder at their passage. 

'We droue through the vihges of Sars Poteries and 

ABOVE A hastily taken 
photograph from the Rommel 
Collection bearing at least a 
resemblance to the location 
of the defences west of 
Clairfayts where Rommel 
fought his way through the 
extension of the Maginot 
Line. (IW RML M 

it withoutjgbting, when one of our tanks openedjre on 
the enemy elsewhere, with the result that the enemy 
garrison prompt[l, uanished into their concrete pill-box. In 
a few moments the leading tanks came under hea y anti- 
tank gunjre from the left and French machine-gun fire 
opened over the whok area.' 

The Germans responded wirh artillery fire and 
smoke, while the French artillery also plastered the 
area. German engineers crawled up and thrust a charge 
through the firing slit in the pillbox while sappers of 
37th Reconnaissance Regiment blew up hedgehogs. 
With the coming of darkness Rommel, far from 
withdrawing to wait for the new day pushed forward 
with renewed vigour, ordering a thrust as far as 
possible towards Avesnes. The Panzers silenced a 

Beugnies with guns blazing. Enemy confusion was 
compkte. Military vehicles, tanks, artillery and refirge 
carts packed high with belongings blockedpart of the road 
and had to be oushed unceremoniouslv to the side. AN 
around were French troops lyingf i t  on the ground, and 
farms everywhere were jammed tight with guns, tanks 
and other military vehicles. Progress towards Auesnes 
became slow.' 

Still in the dark they pushed on to curl west of 

RIGHT An anti-tank ditch, 
barbed wire and hedgehogs 
supplemented the pillboxes 
along the Franco-Belgian 
border. (IW RML 1001 
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Avesnes on the Landrecia mad where they p a d  at 
Lst They had become separated from their support, 
but Rommd wac not particularly w n c c m d  It was 
dear there were plenty of French about, including part 
of the French 1st Armoured, 25th Bclttlfion, with 
HorchkLr H39s in the town i d .  The U25th Pvlzer 
attacked but was u n s d ,  losing several t a b  At 
4 a.m. on 17 May the Pvuer N s  finally managai to 
overcome the French, c&aivdy ending the existence 
of the French 1st Armoured Division. 

SrillRommdgnehismennorest.Thcdangcrin 
Avesnes having been neutralid they dmvc on for 
Landrecies whue, shouting for the French nrttiC to 
mak way, d q  made for the bridge over the k 
h b r e  which they found i n u n  At 5.15 a.m. on , 
Friday t h y  stopped just cast of LC C&au. They had 
advanced more than 30 miles (50km) in 24 hours. 

LEFT The b- at Mov de 
I'Aisne, over Ihe rivar and the 
canal. mis position, like 
others along Ihe valley, was 
ckfendad by a single tank. 

(WE-) 

BELOW The marorb1 to tha I M l l l l t h a y . I b M g e s .  
IYIEYIIMIJ) 

MONTCORNET AND CRCCY 
Evly on Thursday 16 May, General Guderian drove 
thmugh Vendrme and Omont to B o d e m o n t ,  
whcrc he found Lieunnantmlonel Balck, red-eyed 
anddiny,hadpushadhisahaustcdmenontoak 
thevillage.TheyhadfdlowcdBal&fonvardwhen, 
refusing to vgue with officers who wanted m stop, he 
dedvad he would go on alone. Guderian now 
explained that, as a O.P_RIZOd French order d a d  

Guderian gave the order to press on until fuel was 
exhausted, and by the end of the day German units 
had reached W e  and Dmy, another 25 miles 
(40km) to the west That rught Guderian settled in to 
rest at Soii, east of Montwrnet, and made p h  to 

continue the advance the next morning. Friday 17 
May, bmught a nasty surprise. An order arrivcd from 

d; French wae in a sta&f near-panic and it was vital 
to maintain the pranur. 

Guderian dmvc on, to Novion-Porcien and then 
on to Montwrnet, about 30 miles (50km) from 
Bouvdemont. Here he bund Generalmajor Werner 
Kanpff of 6th Pvlzer in Fkhhdt's Corps. Thuc 
wae now threc Panzcr divisions in the area and they 
agreed operational boundaries amongst t h d .  

Panzer Gmup m stay where he was and await a visit 
from GeneraJ von Kleist. They met at the airstrip at 7 
a.m. and Klcist delivered a tirade of wnd-tion for 
Guderivis excessive zeal. 

The German High Command had always been 
worried about roo hr f o d  and exposing 
a vulnerable ffulk, but so hr nothing had happened to 
reioEonx their apprehension and Halder secmed to 
have joined the Manstein a m p  wholeheartedly. 
Hider, howcver, was inmingly  wnmned about the 
muthan flvlk and went m see Rundstedt, whose 
Army Gmup A War D i  meals the view that 

' I ; b c d p M k b r n u m r L n F h r r m d R e t b e l i r  
too sensitiur, tqwiaUy in the h n  m a  ... an open 

* I b s o m ~ * l l r r * w ~  
de lo 3 h l e  Cmpognie 0 Ie 17 Moi 1940 
kwri botoille,infligi der perter i linnemi 
d r d r l i s r r v j a a W n r r l l I ' u k  
du Pont i Moy h I'l isne. 
.1e.*6l@fUX'@ tndi i ut # u* -. 

e l f  SfR8iXT.CNff J Z A p l r  OUYOXrCll 
If L 'Arn l .CWff  rn rn1IAS 

elf U P M A 1  f- CMVAXOX. 

sont morts nu chomp I honneur. 
Souvenez.vous 9ue c'est pour h Fron 

9u'ilr firent leur devoir jwqu'ou 

inviMionfiran enemy attack ...' 
Kleist also had been nervous throughout, and in 

this atmosphere his apprehensions had gained the 
upper hand. Gudcrian responded by ofking his 
+tion. Klcist hesitated, startled, then nodded 
and told Guderian to hand over to the most senior of 
his subordinates, General Veiel. Guderian then 
signalled to Rundstedt his intention of g o 4  to Army 
Gmup headquarters, but was told to stay whae he was 
and await Gloncl-gened List wmmander of chc 
12th Army. 

List wnveyed the order to Guderian that he was 
not to resign and produced a masterly wmpmmise. 
Guderian's Corps headquarters was to stay put 
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while the Panzers were authorised to carry out a 
reconnaissance in force. Guderian wrote: 

'Thm I set the "reconnaissance in force" in motion. 
Corps headquaners remained at its old location in Soize; 
a wire wac h i d j o m  there to m-y advanced headquarters, 
so that I need not communicate with my staff by wireless 
and m.y orders could therefore not be monitored by the 
wireless intercept units of the OKH and the OKW' 

Without the knowledge of Kleist or Rundstedt the 
advance would proceed. 

The anticipated flank attack did take place. O n  15 
May Colonel Charles de Gaulle had been summoned 
to see General Georges. The new commander of the 
4th Armoured Division was to receive his orders to 
delay the German advance while a new defence line 
was set up. Georges himself remarked: 

'There, de Gaulle! For you who have so long held the 
ideas which the enemy is putting into practice, here is the 
chance to act.' 

That such a remark could be made at this time is 
indicative of how little grasp Georges had of the true 
situation. Not only had the Panzers advanced too far 
to ~ e r m i t  the establishment of the intended line, but 
the 4th Armoured Division was virtually non-existent. 

The 345th Tank Cornpan!. (Renault D2s) reached 
Soissons on the way to the rendezvous near Laon on 
the morning of 16 May and 24th (Renault 35s) and 
46th (Chars B) Tank Battalions arrived in the evening 
together with one company from the 2nd Battalion. 
The rest of his division, nvo tank battalions, four tank 
companies, the artillery and the regiments of infantry 
and cavalry, did not turn up. De Gaulle had to use 
what was to  hand. 
'I threw them forward as soon ac daylight appeared 

Sweeping awal, on their path the enemy units which were 
alreidyinvading thatpiece of counq, they reached 
Montcornet. Till evening they fought on the outskirts of 
the phce and within it . . . ' 

The Renault 35s of 1124th Tank Battalion entered 
Montcornet at noon, but immediately lost four ranks. 
The Renault Blbis of the 46rh, having destroyed a 
German motorised column near Chivres-en-Laonnois, 
advanced between Clermont-les-Fermes, south-west, 
and Dizy-le-Gros, south of Montcornet. They were 
pushing on to the north, when their commander, Jean 
Bescond, was forced to abandon his broken-down 
vehicle and take over Sampiero-Corso to continue his 
attack. All its occupants died when, shortly thereafter, 
it was hit and exploded. The 4th Chasseurs joined de 
Gaulle that afternoon and were immediately sent into 
action against a German force that popped up at 
Chivres, behind the French advance. But the 4th 
Armoured lacked air, artillery or infantry support. De 
Gaulle wrote: 

: . . From the north of the Serre the German artillery 

r ~ ~ a s j r i ~ ~ ~ g  oil xi. Our 011~11 r~~asjzrfi111 being in position. 
AN the ajernoon the Stukas, swooping out ofthe s b  and 
returning reaceLss~, attacked our tanks and lom'es. K4 had 
nothing with which to rep!y, Final!~r German mechanised 
detachments, more and more nzrmerocu and active, began 
skirmishing in our rear. IY'e were lost children thiriy 
kilometres in advance of the Aisne, rue had got to put an 
end to a situation that was, to say the least, risky,' 

The French withdrew with losses of 12 Chars B, 
20 Renaulr 35s and some of the D2s, but it had 
inflicted loss on the Germans. Guderian, presumably 
distracted by his skirmish with his superiors, makes 
little mention of the fight, and apparently did not 
report it, perhaps lest it add fuel to the uneasiness of 
the German High Command. 

That evening the Panzers had reached the river 
and canal barriers of the Oise and the Sambre to Oise 
Canal in their broad valley overlooked by gentle hills. 
The defence consisted of scattered armoured units, 
many positioned one tank per bridge in place of 
artillery and, what is more, without support of any 
kind. No matter how heroic their men, these isolated 
machines could not stand and they were plucked one 
by one. At 9 a.m. on Saturday 18 May 2nd Panzer had 
reached St Quentin. 

De Gaulle's 4th Armoured had, by Saturday 
evening, been refreshed by the addition of various 
companies of armoured units to the tune of having 
155 tanks. At 4 a.m. on Sunday 19 May they attacked 
once more, this time heading north of Laon towards 
CrCcy-sur-Serre. The Renualt 35s of 2nd Tank 

OPPOSITE TOP The scene of De 
Gaulle's second attack on 
Guderian's flank at Crby-sur- 
Serre. (EL c21 (151, l i h d  XXVII-91 

5 6  and 1011-2) 

OPPOSITE BOTTOM The village 
of Dercy from the south-east. 
The broad valley continues to 
Crecy, to the left, with the 
hills beyond. WME m m )  

LEFT Signs of the French 
retreat at Pbmnne, 
photographed on 19 May. 
189114615) 
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Battalion actually entered CrCcy, but could go no 
further; the Germans defended the river and had the 
advantage of the heights beyond. By the end of the 
day, when the 4th Armoured withdrew once more, it 
had lost 10 Chars B, 20 Somua S-35s and dose on 50 
Renault 35s as well as a dozen armoured cars; half its 
strength. The Germans regarded the intervention as 
preny trivial. 

ON TO THE SEA 
In early 1939 the 21-yeat-old Doug Swift, a gardener, 
got a job with Eastbourne Corporation. Within a year 
hi employment was to be intempted and Evtbourne 
was almost empty, the inhabitants evacuated as it was 
a town in the front line. He was called up in January 
1940 and found himself in the 7th Bamlion, the 
Royal Sussex Regiment. By April he was in France, in 
Argeuil, near Forges-les-Eaux, whence they were : 
ordered to Lens to join the BEF in the defence of the 
k u l t .  The train went by way of Amiens, he recalls. 5, 

'We came seaming s h b  into St Rocbe  tio on, 
Aminrr. this war tbe morning of 18tb May ... a 

Y 
Safumky I war hzing on the&r of the truck with tbe 

LEFT A touching nmwia l  in 
the communal mmetery in 
P6mnne. The tombs of his 
c o u ~  who fell in the 
hanco-Pmsian War am 
cbseby,itsamthoroof 
BrithJl sddknr of 1914-18. 

(ur-3 

BELOW A Panm unit, tanks 
and infantry, advandng 
acmss a Smnnm comfkld. 

m?) 

other chaps, it war a warm, d v  daji The next thing w 
knew, this smaming noit war coming dmun at us. Then 
the bombs umr &En5 nrploding amongsr the mcck 
sending s h u n  of dbrirjying high into tbe air, falling to 
the gmund a+ srcondc lam. .. Wt mmblcd out of the 
trucks, diving undmreath tbem just bq5n the Stukar came 
smaming dmun fir a second amck, f i h w d  by a thini. ' 

The railway lines were torn up and dead and 
wounded lay everywhere. Swifis C O  was wounded, so 
Lieutenant Jackson took over. 

7 m m h  Lirurmant Jackson saying, about all the 
carnage and dstruction, "Iti a bad business, but thati 
war. "And ar this war ourjirst me of it, I tbought "Well 

BELOW Tho fmdatbm of the 
c h M w u m n w k d h a  
~ h m a ~ w a t d  
thesuasexsugsxl. 

IYIEMM) 

l m  not looking firward to this vrry much. "' 
The Sussex moved away from the station to a 

nearby wood. 
On Sunday 19 May 1st Panzer reached PCmnne 

and forced a bridgehead over the canal, the last water 
obstacle before the Channel. The protection of the left 
flank was secured by bringing up 10th Panzcr and 1st 
Panzer pushed on over the familiar gmund of the First 
World War battlefield of the Somme, heading for 
Amiens. The 7th Royal West Kents were at Albert 
where 2nd Panzer were going. On the morning of 
Monday 20 May, Guderian set out in good time to see 
what would happen at Amiens, driving round Albert 
because it was sd l  held by the British. 
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ABOVE Doug Swift's sketch of 
the baffle of Monday 20 May. 
He says that C and D 
Companies may have been 
the other way round. The road 
in the foreground is the N29 
from Amiens to Poix and the 
road in the distance is the N1 

to Dury. 

OPPOSITE TOP Refuelling at 
the expense of the French; 
Amiens, 11.45 a.m., M May. 

I B ~ I ~ )  

OPPOSITE BOllOM The 
morning after. Dead of the 7th 
Sussex photographed at 9 
a.m., 21 May. (swiwizn) 

O n  Sunday the 7th Royal Sussex had moved our of 
town and up the hill to the south-west where a wood 
surrounded a chateau on the Amiens to Poix road. It 
was a busy road. Swift reports: 

'Rt:fig~es were ping by endlessly. All those that had 
cars hadput mattresses on their tops as a bit ofprotection 
against machine gunningfrom tlte air. There were cars, 
lorries and horses and carts loaded with belongings, hand 
carts, bicycles, wheel barrows, anything that would caq l  
a FW pos~e~sions. People walking carrying suitcases, 
bundles in hands and on heads, streamed down the road 
past us aruq from the advancing German army. 

Xmiens was a garrison town and out of it came 
potiring lory-loads of French troops - the garrison tuas 
shoving o f  I thorrgl7t "This is a bit odd, the French 
garrison ptishing off w h L  we from anotber country zuait 
for tr~hatezrr was out there somewhere!"' 

There the Sussex stayed all day, deployed in the 
field and in the wood, watching the German bombers 
~ o u n d  Amiens inro ruins. The nekt morning they 

/ 
were still there, the French Cqminandanr of the tourn 
having no orders for them. Doug Swift and his 
comrades asked why the big shells were whizzing over 

rheir heads. French artillery practising, they were told. 
Then some figures appeared in the valley to rheir east. 
Jerries, someone said. An old man was pushing his 
handcart across the field. A lone French soldier came 
along with his rifle and lay down beside rhem. Sharing 
no language they nodded and smiled. A French light 
tank was persuaded to stay with rhem. They waited. 
Swift takes up the tale: 

'I never d i d j l l  in the will form in the back of my 
Pny Book. Seemed too jnal, somehow . . . The weather 
was quiet, warm, sunny and dry... Without any 
warning, a hail of machine gun bullets came sweeping 
down amongst us from German tanks on the top road. 
W4 commencedjring back, the light French tank opened 
up and immediate(? became a target for heay mortars. 
They came whistling over ... jnally knocking it out. 
They were also hitting the chdteau with heay mortam 
causing considerable damage and the farm buildings on 
our right front were on jre.. . I noticed that the speed 
and the sounds of the bullets varied, some went by with 
a terrzyc zip, others whined b y  Some were high pitched 
and urgent . . . while others droned by and one or two 
seemed spent.' 

The  Sussex were utterly out-gunned. A l o r n  
attempting to bring up ammunition was hit and ! 
exploded.- he barde continued through the after- 
noon. At about 5 p.m. the Battalion Headquarters in 
the chateau was overrun but the men out in the field 
fought on until the tanks poured down from the road. 
Those who could stand rose slowlv to surrender. 

'The old man who had been trundling his little 
handcart was !ving in a heap, dead, his cart on its side. 
The little lone French soldier kzy stretched our dead beside 
his rzye. He was the hero of France, giuing his life for his 
corrnny while his compatriots had scurried off' 

Swift found that the front-line troops treated them 
with respect. The wounded sun~ivors were gathered up 
and taken to hospital. The unwounded, some 70 men 
from the 700 or so that had arrived on the train only 
a couple of days before, marched inro captivity. As 
they went the Germans rhey encountered became less 
charming, food and water meagre. They reached 
Bastogne before, half starving, rhey were put onto a 
train for Poland and prison camp. 

Guderian was well pleased with the morning's 
events. He regarded the action at Amiens, intended to 
secure a bridgehead rather than a break-through, as 
complete by noon and turned back for Albert. There 
the West Kents had fought as hard as the Sussex. Swift 
saw the results as he marched through. Lorries burnt 
out and dead, burned men strewn around. Guderian 
found 2nd Panzer, claiming insufficient fuel, halted. 
They were quickly on the move again, for Abbeville, 
which rhey reached by 5 p.m. During the night the 
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RETURN TO CAMBRAl 
General Rommel was in a precarious position on the 
morning of Friday 17 May, but. luckily for him, the 
French did not know it. Their 2nd Armoured Division 
had been cur in nvo by Guderian; galloping progress, 
wirh parr of it south of the Aisne and involved in 
General de Lattre de Tassigny's stubborn defence of 
Rethel, while the rest had been scattered across the 
front in an attempt to bar the Oise crossings. Rommel 

ABOVE The forb amund 
Maubwge resisted but were 
ill-equipped and eventually 
fell. Forl de Leveau is being 
restored and pressned. 

(Ym WM) 

LEFl Memorial to UM 87th 

himself was annoyed that the rest of his division had R~iment  and to an 

failed to match his cracking pace and turned back to individual, Emust Delalain, at 

gather them up. With a Panzer Ill accompanying his Fort de Leveau. ( u u ~ v m u ~ )  

signals vehicle, off he went, back the way he had come, 
through Landrecies, where they got lost. past a burnt- 
our German tank on the Avesnes road and onwards. 
The  escorting tank fell our wirh mechanical trouble, so 
on wenr Rommel in his lone, unarmoured vehicle. 

Easr of Marolles they came upon a Panzer IV. 
Rommel was relieved! O n e  or nvo other German 
units were turning up and, comforted that he was nor 
entirely alone. Rommel pushed on. French troops 
were encountered and ordered to have their vehicles 
fall in behind the signals vehicle. By the time he got to 
Avesnes. Rommel was being followed by about 40 
French trucks which were then marshalled in a field so 
that their occupants could be disarmed. By 4 p.m. 

Spirra Battalion of 2nd Panzer reached the sea near 
Noyelles. The  Allies were cut in nvo. The  next day 
there were no orders abour which way they should go 
next, so Guderian 

'. . . spent r / ~ e  d q  iisirir~g Abbe~~il le nud ollr crossi~gs 
rind bridge/~e~ids olrr t l ~ e  So~nme. On  r / ~ e  rc~<v I tisked the 
~nerr hen, t h ~  liad e~ljqved rl~e operntio~~s 11p to date. "Nor 
bnd, "snid ,111 rlustritr~~ ofthe 2nd  Pnnzer Ditlirion. "brrr 
rire u ~ ~ s r e d  rut0 I O I J O I ~  d c v ~  " U ~ + r t t ~ ~ ~ n t e i ~ ,  be ~ L U J  right. ' 
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Rommel's staff had caught up wirh him and the area 
overrun was in the process of being consolidated. 

O n  Saturday 18 May the obiecrive was Cambrai, 
scene of the great tank battle of the First World War. 
However. the 25th Panzer Regiment in fronr of Le 
Citeau was low on fuel and ammunition and had to 
be resupplied. Moreover, elements of the French 2nd 
hrmoured Division with Renaulr B l s  had inserted 
themselves beween Rommel and the forward unit. H e  
wrote: 

'I later caught up ulith the Panzer Battalion in the 
wood ha(fa mile east of Pommereuille, and found them 
in violent action against French tanks u,hich were barring 
the road Vio1entf;ghtingdeveloped on tllr roadand there 
u~as no chance of ourflanking the enemy position on either 
side, Our guns seemed to be complete+ inefectiue against 
the heary amour of the French ranks.' 

Rommel decided to leave them to it and get on to 
the 25th. by way of Ors to the south where rhere was 
a bridge. The  supply column failed to follow, so all he 
could do  was try to cheer up the commander of the 
snmied Panzer regiment and call up enough force to 
free the road through Pommereuille. By 3 p.m. this 
was done and the advance towards Cambrai became 
possible. 

BELOW French troops 'I now gave ordersfor the reinforced Battalion Paris 
surrender in M e  Bois de [the name of the commander] to secure the roads leading 
I'Evbque. ow RML 651 from Cambrai to the north-east and north ar  quick!^ as 

possible. Led by its fpu, tanks and tu~o troops of self- 
propelled AA guns, the battalion aduanced over a broad 
front and in great deptl~ straight across the filds to the 
north-west, thro~oing rip a great clorid of dust as thgl 
went.' 

So impressive was the demonstration that no one 
guessed these were mostly thin-skinned vehicles. They 
scattered fire into the northern outskirts of Cambrai as 
they went. No resistance was offered. 

Most of the next day, Sunday, was devoted to rest 
and resupply. But for the evening a further advance 
was planned. General Hoth, the Corps commander, 
thought this was asking too much of the men, 
but Rommel persuaded him otherwise. Early in the 
morning of Monday, 20 May, they were off again, bur 
without the same luck. The  over-extended line of 
advance was penetrated by the French and it rook 
some time to bring up an infantry regiment to secure 
the line of communicarion. To the north the German 
armour formerly engaged in the Gembloux gap 
had pushed southward to rake the forts around 
Maubeuge. Here, on Rommel's fronr, it was decided to 
consolidate south of Arras, for the news had come that 
the Allies were pulling out of Belgium and the 
opposition before them was hardening. It would have 
to, for the Allies in the north were now in the embrace 
of a German presence from the mouth of the Somme 
to the Belgian coast. 

RETURN TO FLANDERS 
FIELDS 

L ord Gort was not a flamboyant soldier. His 
courage was undoubted. He had won the V.C. 
in September 1918 leading the Grenadier 

(,uards to take P r h y  Ridge near Graincourt, an 
action in which he was twice wounded. He  was loyal 
and dutiful, and saw his task as to obey the orders 
received from his superior oficer, General Billotte. He  
had one overriding order, to the effect that if he 
thought the security of the BEF was compromised, he 
had a right of appeal to London. Gort's staff got on 
\\.ell with the French staff. In these circumstances it 
\sfas disturbing to him that Billotre communicated 
with him so little. It was even more disturbing when, 
a week after the German attack, he did. 

O n  the night of 18-19 May Billotte went to Gorr i  
headquarters at Wahagnies. The  orders, counter-orders 
and changes of plan of the previous few days were now 
summed up in Billorre's remark: 'Je suis crevt de 
fatigue, et contre ces Panzers je ne peux rien faire.' (I'm 
worn out and against these panzers I can do  nothing.) 
Churchill's flying visit to Paris on 16 May had 
discovered no coherent fighting policy either, but he 
still did everything possible to keep their spirits up, 
including persuading the British Cabinet to agree to 
more fighter squadrons being senr to France. It was 
becoming increasingly clear that, unless something 

remarkable took place to prevent it, the French High 
Command was cracking up. Gort had, on 17  May, in 
order to secure the BEF against the collapse of their 
southern flank, created a special task force, Macforce, 
under Major-general 'Mason-Macfarlane, his Director 
of Military Intelligence. Quite why this was the 
time to dispense wirh the services of the Director of 
Military Intelligence is unclear. Now, on 19 May, 
in spite of the fact that General Georges had just 
removed Arras from the B E E  zone, Gort established 
Petreforce under General R. L. Petrie to defend the 
town. Further, the Englishman's thoughts were 
turning to what might be done if the French effort to 
close the great gap through which the Germans were 
pouring should fail. That he was examining the 
possibility of a withdrawal on Dunkirk became known 
to London at 4.30 p.m. that Sunday and, because the 
Cabinet favoured falling back on the lines o f  
communication south of the Somme, Field Marshal 
Lord lronside was senr out  to put Gort right. 

In Paris the return of General Weygand was 
awaited. He  had been summoned from Syria by Prime 
Minister Reynaud. Meanwhile General Gamelin was 
taking a personal interest in events. O n  Sunday he went 
to General Georges's headquarters where he drafted 
'Personal and Secret Instruction No. 12', which began: 

LEFT A German bicycle 
squadron. A barge forms part 
of a bridge for crossing M e  
Maas-Scheldt Canal in 

1,- ; =.. . -, - -  
northern Belgium. IW~HZ~IUI 
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Twithart d h i n g  tu in- in dx conduct of dx all-out &IT in the air. Gnainly the pinching out of 
battle nmu bring waged which is in dx h a d  of dx the salient created by the knzus was a sound, not to 
G m a d - i n - C h i r f  of dx  Nmth-E;crt honr . . . ' say a classic plan, but it was all too languid and all too 

and went on to suggest, rather vaguely, that the late. At 3.30 p.m. Weygand called on Gamelin and 
amnnccd Panzcr divisions should stopped on the asked to be brought up to date on cvcnrs, then for 
Somme and also attacked in eir rear where there permission to call on Georges. Just five h o w  later 
lpparrd to be, he said, a / urn at that time. In Gamelin received a l e m  from Weygand informing 
addition there should be an attack on M C z i h  and an him that the miter was replacing him. 
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The 73-year-old Weygand had had a terrible 
journey and, after two days on the move to Paris and 
around France, was exhausted. Monday 20 May was 
therefore devoted to resting, though not before 
Gamelin's order No.12 of the previous day had been 
cancelled. This was the day that Guderian's men 
reached the Channel. 

ON THE ESCAUT 
Major Lord Sysonby was probably feeling a little 
fatigued as well, but the cause was different. Sunday, 
19 May, had been spent in attempting to control the 
tide of civilians and soldiers pouring west over the 
Escaut. Early in the day he had b&n able to write 
home, telling the sad story of the barge people being 
turned off their boats on the Escaut so the engineers 
could sink them. He did not get the time to write 
again until Thursday. The 115th Queens Royal 
Regiment were next to the railway south-west of 
Audenarde near Petegem, and forward of them were 
116th Queens, overlooking the river and the lowland 
around Melden on the south-eastern bank. At noon 
on Monday enemy cyclists were seen coming down the 
hill into Melden and in the afternoon the Germans 
attempted to reach the river, but were shot down. A 
more cautious approach led to numerous German 
penetrations on a small scale and the day passed in a 
succession of counter-attacks. Meanwhile, to the south 
near Valenciennes, the French closed the sluices in an 
attempt to flood their front. As a result, here the water 
level was going down, draining the ditches in the 
marshy water-meadows and providing cover for 
attackers. During the night Petegem village fell to the 
Germans. Sysonby was summoned and told: 

' T h c s i ~ t i o n  is criticalas thq  willgct mund bchind 
us.. . Take thc Cam'rrplatoon andgo in t h m  and mton 
thc situation ... Wc advancrd toward this villagr 
[Pctrgm] somc swen miks away at high spccd and on 

rraching it wm mrly appalled at thc p c ~ c k .  Most of 
the h o w  m on jn, largc rwploswm wmgoing on all 
o w  thc town causrd by thc aimneb bray barragc of 
G m n  shcllsjrrdfmrn hca ygum. The air war s o j h d  
with smoke f i m  thc burning houses and the conliv 
firm0 that is was bani to src.. . We advanced down thc 
main s m  which was nothing mon than a shambh of 
had mrn and animals intmningkd witb p a t  piks of 
rubbk. I noticcd a m y  gahnt amon of machine- 
gunnm giving ovrrhcad j~  in an casdy  dinmon all 
unpcrturbrd by thc in fmo raging amund thm.  ' 

Turning left at the cross-roads, Sysonby saw a 
column of Germans marching three abreast. Many 
died under the Queen's tire. One 'singly brave' 
German fired his anti-tank rifle at Sysonby, narrowly 
missing, and then went to throw a grenade. 

'I shot him in thc fnrr with my mIw which was 
a m y  Juky shot as we wm mrvclling at about ZOmph 
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ABOVE Arras: (pages 88-91) a 
composite of German 
1:25,000 maps made after the 
occupation. Road 
improvements and new 
buildings have obscured 
some of the ground, 
particularly south-east and 
east of Arras and the N25 to 
the south-west has been 
upgraded. The ridge norfh- 
west of Wailly (village bottom 
left) is lime altered except for 
the abandonment of the IigM 
railway, the bed of which 
remains. Given the excellence 
of the sight-lines, it is 
remarkable that Rommel 
exaggerated the British 
strength so greatly. 
(BL c21 (in sheets x x ~ w a n d  7-8) 

[30kp/?]. 1Y/e then proceeded on our course for abotrr n 
mile anda half2.5kml into the enemy? lines shootingaN 
and srrndry u~e saw. ' 

They turned and starred back to the village, now 
taking the Germans in the rear. A carrier had been hit 
and immobilised, its driver, Corporal Peters, stuck in 
it with a smashed thigh and trapped foot, and nvo 
of its crew made prisoner. Sysonby's return journey 
scared off their captors and gave Sergeant Wynn the 
chance to rescue Peters, a deed for which he received 
the DCM. 

That afternoon the Germans shelled Petegem into 
dust and the Queens were forced to fall back. Sysonby 
was ordered to remain with the 5th Royal Sussex at 
Hutregem, east of Vichte, six miles (IOkm) west of 
Petegem. H e  wrote: 

'KG got about nuo hours sleep and then took up our 
positions on a ridge fnring the enemy. W4 had only one 
spnde between us, the others having been smashed in the 
action the day before, so we had tddig Iittle holes for 
ourselva . . . ' / ' 

As they dug the shelling starred but did little more 
than scare them stiff. Stragglers were coming in and 

Sysonby reformed the men into 'Z' Company, a 
makeshift unit of which its members appeared 
curiously proud. In the afternoon the shelling began 
again in good earnest and all they could do  was huddle 
down in their trenches. Sysonby reported to the 
Colonel commanding the Sussex and as they talked a 
shell entered the dug-out. 

'The man standing next to me /?ad his head ctrt clean 
off but neither the Colonel or I were touched although 
considerab!y shaken. My orders were to take the carrier 
platoon rrp on t/w ridge and to Q and save the situation 
61 friglttening the Germans as thty are reputed to be 
a f i i d  of arrnouredf;k.?ting z,ehicles. I had a look round 
the position whirl? tuns hard to see outing to the incessant 
fishes and clouds of cordite smoke but quick4 realised 
were I to obty this order the carrier platoon would be 
wiped out to a man. ' 

Instead they made a brief demonstration and fell 
back before the Germans could respond. Passing 
through the burning village they were asked to stay 
and stiffen the Sussex's line, which they did. 

'Wfiypd bqonets andgot ready. The Germans came 
on stead ill^ and wegazle them as good as thty gave us. The 

most unattractive part of the programme ti~as theirfring 
at w tuith sub machine-prns unit/? tracer btrllets. ' 

Syronby stayed on with eight men to cover the 
retreat and the Germans responded with a heal? box 
barrage which set light to the surrounding woods. 

'You can imagine hotu near to hell it u~as with 
btrrning tuoods, the reek ofcordite and its pungent brown 
smoke mixing with the smoke of burning trees. T/JC 
incessant flnrhes and roaring reports from t l~e  she1.A and 
the tracer ammunition stabbing the twilight like fjrrious 
{;reflies. 4 luck we managed to slip down a sunken bank 
and I took a SWI? compass bearing on a distant chrrrch . . . 
on the line of retreat. ' 

They set off cross-country. avoiding the shell- 
deluged roads, and five hours later Sysonby brought 
his men out on a safe road and marched them through 
the night to rejoin the battalion. He was awarded the 
DSO for his actions in these three davs. 

The French were offering battle as well. The 
evidence of their determination was found bv the Earl 
of Cardigan after the storm had passed, but not before 
he had also found defensive positions that seemed 
untouched. Cardigan had been captured but had 
escaped and was making his way sourh from Belgium 
in an attempt, successhl eventually, to reach southern 
France and return home to England. He went 
cautiously up along the banks of the river Escault and 
had reached a point just to the north of Valenciennes. 
He wrote in 1940: 

'The detour to avoid the Kommandanrur at Condi 
tuns not as easy as it might have been, for here were 
some of t/?e former Frencl~ defPnces - greut stretc/~es of 
barbed wire stillforming an impassable barrier to a mnn 
on foot. Oddly enorrd the French do nor seem to have 

THE CRUMBLING ALLIANCE 
Lord Ironside reached Gorr's headquarters early on 
Monday 20 May. He still thought that the Panzers to 

the sourh were present in penny packets and could be 
mopped up by the BEF He was soon fully appraised of 
the situation. From the north Bock's Army Group B 
was pressing back the Belgians and the British while 
Rommel threatened Arras and Guderian Abbeville. 
Gamelin's last order had already been countermanded, 
but all Gort could offer, he explained, was a strike 
around Arras co-ordinated with an attack by General 
RenC Altmayer's V Corps towards Cambrai. The 
isolation of the Panzers had to depend on an attack 
from the Somme. Ironside accepted this and next 
visited Billotte in an attempt to spur the French 
commander into positive action. 

nttempted to hold tl~is carefilly prepared ground - f o r  I Weygand was now rested and taking control. H e  
cotrlddetectjw sips offghting- btrt maybe theposition issued an order to keep civilians off the roads except 
tuns turned and had to be abandoned to avoid between 6 p.m. and midnight, thus giving some 
encirclement. ' freedom of movement to his troops. He also 

Having circumnavigated CondC, Cardigan re- 
gained the river and examined the terrain. The 
waterway was canalised and here was above the level of 
the surrounding country There was no evidence of 
the western side being reinforced, with a parapet for 
example, or  of the natural cover to the east being 
cleared away. The presence of graves showed that there 
had been fighting and Cardigan could imagine small 
groups of Germans working forward through the - .  
bushes before springing a surprise attack. 

'To me the scattered French mves, encountered 
0 

everywhere in groups of three orfour or ha@ dozen, seem 
particularly tragic here lie men who, making a stand in 
their own little sector, sacrlyced everything to dejnd their 
coun y, while perhaps on!y a few miles awny great gaps 
/?ad been torn in the line of defenre, allowing the tide of 
the German invasion tofIow in behindandaround them. 
T/?ty at least, whether aware of the threatening disaster or 
ignorant of it, held their ground to the hi.' 

- 
Lied .- 1 

' Jacques 
"3 P a r t l ~  . 
il9'0 - 

ABOVE Two British graves In 
Wailly communal cemetery. 
(MME W 4 1 1 2 )  

LEFT French tanks also fought 
Rommel's force on 21 Map 
(MME W U 1 1 )  
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d i d  that the only way to speak to BiIIotte was 
through an undabIWephone link via London. He 
decidd to go visiting. Ldhdon was informed and mt 
Gort a message to say Wcygand was coming the next 
day. Unformn?ccly the message, dictated on Monday 
20 May, was not dispatched until ar iy  the next 
morning. It therefore bore the date of 21 May and sd l  
said 'tomorrow'. 

At 9 a.m. on Tuesday 21 May, Wcygand took off 
from Le burget and flew north, over the battlefield of 
the Somme where the Panzus' progress was d a r  to 
see, and landed at Nonmt-Fontes, midway b m n  St 
O m a  and Bhhune. Appvcndy there was no one 
there. A man with an old muck was found who gave 
them a lift into the village to make a telephone call at 
the post office. Contact once made with 1st Army 
G ~ A ~  Headquarters, they flew on to St-Inglevar, 
south-wesf of Glais, and Wcygand met Genval Piem 
Champon, head of the French Miiury Mission at the 
&Igian headquarters. T+Q they drove off for 
Ypres. The inter-Allied conference consisted of King 
Leopold and General van Overscraeten for the 
Belgians, the nvo recently arrived Frenchmen and 
Admiral Sir Roger IGya, the British rep-rative to 
King Lcopold, to be joined later that afternoon by 
G c n d  Biiottc and Falgadc. But no Gon. Wcygand's 
plan for an a n d  from both north and south 
demanded a -t by the Belgians to protect the 
British flank. The Belgians argued t i~ Keyes was 
sent to look for Gort, but by p/"" time he had located 
h i  and brought him back to Ypres, Wcygand had left 
to take ship from Dunkirk for Cherbourg and rcnun 

to Park Nothing was settled. It is astounding that 
Weygand embarked on such a journey without 
adequate ~lanning and equally astonishing that Gon 
should leave his headquarters without making sure he 
could be conucted. The day was wasted while the 
Germans progrased. The g e n d  dispersed in the 
growing darkness. On the way to Douai Biiotte's car 
crashed. The French general was fitally injured and 
died cwo days later. The coordination of the Allies was 
yet h h e r  compromised 

THE COUNTER-ATTACK AT ARRAS 
At the Lst minute Alrmayer's conmbution to the 
attack to the south was cancelled. It is said that a 
messenger found h i  sitting on his bed, weeping. The 
British went ahead. Major-general Harold Fmnklyn 
headed another of the ad-hoc foniarions, Frankforce. 
The force was small. Inscead of cwo divisions he had 
duce infantry badions, 6th. 7th and 8th Durham 
Light Infantry and two tank battalions, 4th and 
7th Royal Tank Regiment. Only one of the Tank 
battalions, the 7th. had any of the more modern Mark 
IIs, the Matildas, of which there were 16, so out of 
those seven were attached to the 4th. There were 58 
Mark Is almgahu. These tanks were badly in need of 
s e ~ a n g  and renewals of puts, especiillly uacks. The 
trains that had been invnded to bring them back from 
the Dyle line had failed through lack of drivers, so the 
AFVs had been driven to France with consequent wear 
and tear on thcir uacks. Two field d e r y  batteries, 
cwo and-tank batteries and a motor-cyde battalion for 
reconnaissance completed the brcc. On their right the 
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undaunted General Prioux of the French Cavalry 
Corps put his 3rd Light Mcchanixd Division, with 
about 70 tanks, into the field, worn though it was 
from the fighting in the Gembloux Gap. 

The command of the operation was given to 

Major-general G. le Q. M m l ,  commander of 50th 
Division. The tanks were to h c e  in cwo co1umn.5 
west of Arras, the stared objcaive being to secure the 
town which Pearforcc was preparing to defend The 
i n t d l i c e  was that some Rnwrs were present to the 
south of h a s ,  but thcir numbers were not believed to 
be great. Fnnkfbrce uxmbled, having made its way 
over roab crowded with rrfu%ea and straying soldiers, 
at V i  Maps were in short supply, most of the radiar 
were out of action and there was no equipment 
for communication h n  the tanks and the infantry. 
Nor was liaison with theu d c r y  any more orgvlised 
Of air support there was none. In rhis sorry state 
F&rcc went into bade, leaving V i y  at 11 am. on 
T d y  21 May and aosing their stan l i e  at 2 p.m. 

With the 12th h c m  perched up on Mont St 
Eloi on the wat, the right column (7th Royal Tank 
Regiment and 8th Durhvn Light Infantry) was t o p  
below the hi  through Muoeuil, Warlus and Waiy, 
whiie the left wlumn (4th RTR and 6th DLI) 
wrapped i d f  doser to Ams through Achiwurt and 
Bcaurins. Tme to form, Rommel had daided to 
respond to the resisrance OW by the British in Arras 
by going round them, so 7th Panzcr was coming 
round the south of Ams with the SS Division 

Totenkopf on its left along rhe mute intended for 
Marcel's right column, whiie 5th Pan= was hcadiig 
towards the east of the town on a collision c o w  with 
the left wlumn. Rommel had been c h a s i i  up laggard 
Ritle Regiments when he came under fire from a point 
to the north of Ficheux and Wailly. At the northern 
exit from W d y  he found one of his howitzer batteries 
firing on tanks approaching from the north. The 
Britirh had already ovcrwme Germans in Duisans and 
Warlus, but missed the 25th Pvucr Regiment which 
was pushing north, and to the west the French had 
d e a d  Agna and Simoncourt and were approaching 
the Ams-Doulens road. Rommel was confident hi 
howiaers could hold their own and turned his 
attention to the situation in Wailly. 

'Tk mnny British and k h ]  mnk firr bad 
mated chaos and eonjirrion among our nwpr in rhr 
willge and they umr jamming up thc madc a n d y a d  
with &ir whicIrs, instcadofgoing inn O n  with mmy 
auailabb weapon w & b t  off rhr m m i n g  mnny.. . We 
dwvrofftoa hill 1,Oboyad wstofrhr villge ... About 
1,ZOOyad wst of ourposition. the Lndingmnny tonk 
[of 7th RTR], among them one h a 3  bad&ady m d  
rhr Ann-Beaumetz m i l y  and shot up one of our 
Panerr Ilk. At thc same time s d  mnny *mk umr 
aduannnnng ainun rhr tvadjimn Bac du N o d  [on rhr 
Am-Doulkm m d  and anorr the milumy line w 
Wailly It war an mmne5  tight pot.. . ' 

Whar Rommcl did not know was the 7th RTR 
had lost cohesion throueh radio failurc and casualties 



90 91 

P A R T  F I V E  R E T U R N  TO F L A N D E R S  F I E L 2 S  

ABOVE A Matilda Mark I1 
knocked out at Arras. A 
jubilant soldier points out the 
shell hole. (~innssnsn) 

and were no longer acting in concert. What he did see 
was 

'The crew of a l~ou~iizer battery, some distance away, 
now le j  tlteirguns, swept along by the retreating i n f n n q  
With [Oberleutnant Joachim] Most: heh, I brought 
ern91 available gun into action at top speed against the 
tanks . . . I  personal!^ gave each gun its target.. . We ran 
from gun to gun.. . We now directed ourjre against the 
other group of tanks attacking from the direction 4 B a c  
du Nord, and rucceeded in keeping the tanks 08 semng 
jre to some, halting others and forcing the rest to 
retreat.. . The worst seemed to be over and the attack 
beaten 08 when suddenly Most sank to the ground.. . ' 

Marrel's left column had made better progress, but 
eventually ran into heavy shellfire between Tilloy and 
Beaurins. Peter Vaux was with 4th Tanks that day and 
tells of the impact with the Germans on and around 
Telegraph Hill, between Beaurins and Tilloy. 
'I corrld see . . . upwards of twenty tanks, down in the 

vallq: just short of the potato clamp. The Coloneli tank 
was down there, a little in front of them - I could see it 
quite clearly, it was stationary and I could see the f i g  
j>ingfrom it. The Adjutant? tank was quite close to the 
Colonel?, but from where I was I wasn't quite sure what 
to do, so I called up the Colonel.. . //railed and I called 
and I called, but got no answer,*ir;d the Adjutant came 
on the air and he just said, "&me over andjoin me. "So 
I motored down the valley ... I saw that there were a 

whole number of German anti-tank guns in the area of 
the potato clamp and crews were running about.' 

Vaux also realised that field-gun fire was coming 
down from the wooded areas and from the crest line 
beyond. He drove on through the still ranks of his 
comrades, 

'. . . I thought it very odd that r/~ey wereni moving 
and they weren? shooting, and I noticed that there was 
something even odder about them - because their guns 
were pointing at all angles; a lot of them had their turret 
hatches open and some of their crews were halfin and half 
orit of the tanks, lying wounded anddead - and I realised 
then, suddenly, with a shock, that all these twenty tanks 
had been knocked out, and that t h y  had been knocked 
out by these big guns and they were, in fact, dead - all 
these tanks.. . At any rate, I wentforward as I had been 
told to do, andjoined the Adjutant among those German 
anti-tank guns.' 

They began firing at the Germans and Vaux says 
he owed his life to the marksmanship of the Adjutant. 
The angle of Vaux's rank on the potato clamp, an 
earthen storage heap, prevented the gunner bringing 
his weapon to bear. Vaux was standing half out of the 
turret shouting instructions to gunner and driver while 
behind him a German was taking careful aim with his 
rifle on the back of the young man's head. The 
Adjutant shot the German with his revolver - another 
fluky shot! They silenced the anti-tank guns and 

sprayed the woods with machine-gun fire before 
retiring, field-gun shells falling all around them. 

Xs we drove back tl~or<rl7 the Matildas my heart sank 
becatrse I realised u,l7at had happened tl7ere were all those 
tanks I knezu so tizll . .. there were the fnces of tlmse 
men ulitlr zilhom I had plnycd games, srurrm, lived with 
for years - lying there dead . . . In t/mt unllqr the bert 
of crews, our tanks, our soldiers, our oflcers were le j  
behind.' 

As darkness approached the Allies were scattered 
in little parcels about the field, as were the Germans. 
With night falling both sides withdrew towards their 
original positions. The British positions in Arras 
itself had been consolidated, but German attacks 
continued the next day, Wednesday 22 ,Way, when 
5th Panzer swept around the sourh-west and headed 
north while the German 12th Infantry Division was 
hurried up to attack on  the river Scarpe north-east 
of Arras. They were stoutly opposed by 4th Green 
Holvards and 2nd Wiltshire, but managed to cross 
the river. O n  23  May at 7 p.m. the order was given 
to abandon Arras and defend the line of the Canal 
d'Aire through BCthune, some 15 miles (25km) to 
the north. 

The use of the ranks was the subject of a note that 
Brigadier V , y a n  Pope, Gort's adviser on AFVs, wrote 
on 26 May and, lest he be killed or captured, gave to 
Brigadier D. H.  Prarr, commander of 1st Army Tank 
Brigade to rake back to the War Ofice. In it he said 
that there were essential facts learned as a result of 
bitter experience. First, there had to be a Commander, 

Royal Armoured Corps. in the field reporting to 
General Staff and in control of all armoured forces. 

'1Yh must model orrrselz,es on German lines in this 
connection. Y 0 r 1  ti,iN be stagered to learn that 1st Army 
Gnk Brigade marchcd and counter-marched the better 

part of300 miles [480km] tojgllt one action. PRATT 
udN tellyou detaiL Similnrl~l 3rd RTR has been tlrrozon 
aluly. ' 

He went on to say that better armour and a bigger 
gun were needed. 

'The 2-pdr. is good enorrgh now, but  on!^ just. K4 
must mount something better nnd put it behind 40 to 
80mm of armorrr. ' 

The other points made were that 75% of casualties 
had been due to mechanical failure, road speeds were 
too slow, movement by rail was not to be relied on and 
that the Armoured Reconnaissance Brigade was a 
wash-our, unable to fight a delaying action but 
acceptable for reconnaissance alone. He concluded: 

'/ do hope t / ~ e  Powers t / ~a t  be reaIise that the Boche 
has succeeded sole!v because ofhis mass of tanks supported 
by air attack. Man for man we can beat him any d q  and 
twice a ahJ but dive-bornbingfollo~ued 4 tank attack is 
too much on our m y  extended fronts. If only 1st 
Armoured Division had been orrt here in time, it might 
have made all the drfference. ' 

The misuse of 1st Armoured by Weygand was yet 
to come. 

Ironside had reported to Churchill on Sunday 19 
May, and it was at last understood that only two 
courses were open to Gort, either to batter his way 

LEFT German losses at Arras. 
In the foreground a burnt out 
SdKfz 263 six-wheeled radio 
armoured car and, beyond, an 
SdKfz 231 eight-wheeled 
armoured car. (IWM RML IX) 
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southwards, very unlikely to be succasfal, or prepare ABWERonwwrrmbnd 
to fill back to Dunkirk and anempt a sea evacuation. 

Ih *-llr- Churchill was t rad ing  again, and on that Wednesday 
h-dlrbbnrc(hg wasinaS.Hewasencoungaddoubtlesseagertobe 
hlo;rcanHmW encouraged, by Wcygand's obvious vigour and heartily --- approved of his plan to cut off the head of the German 
UY)PYYIOI~ advance with combined arradcr by G c n d  Fdre's new 

Fmch 7th Army in the south and the eight divisions 
assumed to be available from the M a  in the north. It 
was a plan almost identical to Garnelin's which 
Wcygand had so precipitately cancelled when there 
might yet hne been time to make it work. It was a 
plan now so hr removed from d r y  that it is evident 
that neither Wcygand or his &knew what was going 
on. Nor did Churchill. He signalled to Gon the same 
day, saying the Belgians were to hll back on the Yser 
(which they had already declined to do), and that the 
notional eight divisions would join hands with the 
equally notional new army on the S a m e  in the 
south. When Gon pulled his men back to rhe Canal 
&Aim on Thursday, the Fmch declared that they had 
been abandoned in what was beco a salient cast 
of m e  by a British *mat &km) aud. 
the sea! The Wcygand plan was thus impossible to 
perfom, though Gorc still p ~ p v i n g  for it, in the 

..,, :::-*--:. - *-*..- 
I?. a 

form of a some, on Friday. He repeated to Churchii 
that the ky lay in the attack from the south as he did 
nor have the ammunition to mount a grand o&nsive. 
Perhaps, in Paris, they b e l i d  the fils report of 
British ramat, but in any cue the bickering bcrween 
the AUia was increasing. 

Thegrcatattackfromthenorthwasaplanthat 
died on Saturday 25 May. The Belgian Line broke at 
Coumai, 15 mila (25km) northsast of Lille, the 
Germans were wer the R i m  Lys and the British 
acquired a major piece of indigence that d e d  
Bock's plan to hurl two corps of Army Group B 
towards Yprcr. The troops intended for the 
southwards stroke, the 5th and 50th Divisions, were 
immediately switchad north to deal with the crisis. 
Gon gave the order at 6.30 p.m. and General 
Blanchad Biione's su-r. had no ootion but 

I 
f o d y  & cvlce~ the weygrnd scheme. 

THE GERMAN UNCERTAINTY 
AU was not swcctncss and light amongst the Germans 
either. R o d  had excused his fords performance 
against the British tanks by claiming that five divisions I 
h;d amdced. This confirmed h s  about 
their vulnerabk &nkr. Gudcrivl remarks: 

'On 21s of May a notnuor& rwnt m m d  to thc 
north of us: I5gLsh tanb attempted to hat thmugh in 
the d i d n  of Ah. .. Thr Englib did not sucmd in 
bnaking thmgb, but they did make a com&bk 
impmrimr on thrnqSFfPam Gmup w n  k%&, which 
&y became mrkab5 nrr~mcr. .' 

On Wednesday 22 May Guderian was on the 
mwe again, to the north. 

1n thc +rwn . .. thm war j m c  jghting at 
Dcsutrs, Slmur and to thc south of Bo+. Our 
opponents wnr most4 Fmuhmm, but includcd a 
number of En* and Belgian unia and nmr an 
occasional Dutchman. Thcir m h m  war bmkrn. But 
thc memy ai@me wnr wy amamvc, bombing ur andjring 
their grmr at us too, whik w saw link of our Lu-. 
Thr b f m m  which ourplanes wnr operating w m  now 
alongwrryaway ...' 

The British were also, from the other side of the 
Channel, flying within the outer area of rheir radar 
cover and out of secure airfielb in England. In spite of 

their efforts Guderian's 2nd Panur entered the 
outskim of Boulogne that evening. Guderivl now 
regained command of 10th Pvlzer and made frcsh 
dispositions. 

1 akia% to mow In P a m  Division, which wnr 
already clorr to &lair, on to Dunkirk at once, wbih thc 
10th P- DiYin'm aahnnnnngfmm Do& thmugb 
Sam, ""pkued it in fmnt of Cllais. TThm war no 
pam'nrlar u t p u y  about aipturing thir port.' 

The danger of Guderian getting up along the 
Channel coast behind Gorr was now xvue. 

THE CANAL D'AIRE 
On Monday 20 May the 1st Royal Irish Fusiliers, the 
Fa+ as they called thanselves were ordered to hold 
a length of the Canal d ' h  at Btthune and d 
through G o m  and Cuinchy to La Bas&, which 
was held by 7th Queens Royal Regiment. It was 
an immense length to allocate to a single badion. 
They had been in tough action at Ninove, a t  of 
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Audenarde, the previous Saturday, but were now 
comforted by being back in a country for which they 
had decent 1-inch maps. Captain John Horsfall's D 
Company was at Gorre, where rhree bridges cross the 
canal: one lofted the road to Lens over the water 
by approach embankments, the second was a puny 
foot-bridge connecting the railway station on  the 
sourh bank wirh the rest of the village, and there was a 
third bridge further east. O n  Tuesday he inspected the 
Lens-road bridge. 

'There I found fotrr rappers resident, sitting on 
ammunition boxes and bugthing their breakfast, Until 
orrr arriual these four were, I think, the only troops 
in occtrpation of otrr sector of  tbe canal. T b q  were 
irnbelieuab!~ d i r ~  which u~as not srrrprising in uieuj of 
rcl/~at thql /?ad been doing. Tlw corporal ulas smoking a cky 
pipe. I indicated the lptl~al apparatirs beside him. "IY411 it 
go o f "  I enquired, "iuhen we ptrN tlw plr~g;" "lt migbt, " 
said the corporal, "'lk blown eight so@r and all of them 
went 08 birr as tl7e lendc and charges haue been under six 
inches of ruater since this morning Isuppose it mighm5."' 

The other ru80 bridges were being prepared for 
demolition and Horsfall was worried they would not 
be ready in time. Refugees added confusion to the 
evaluation of defensive positions, but the throng 
moving north over the canal included some chance 
reinforcements. 

'During the day qtrite a n~rmber of FrencI~ so/diers 
came through rrs in smallparties, ofien in twos and threes. 
These for t l ~ e  most part were not on!]! good ones but rwry 
good indeed.. . One smnilformed body came in, a dozen 
of t l~em under an aditrmnt chef: Tl?q uwre armed to the 
teeth bandoliers slring aborrt them, and t l ~ q  had a 
number of German weapons, including automatics. Most 
of t l~em had bottles protrtrdingfrom battle jacket pockets, 
and the overall impression was t l~at  of a parry of pirates 
otrr on a sl~ore raid.' 

The chef asked Horsfall what his orders were. The 
reply was that they were to defend this place and, as 
regular soldiers, that is what rhey \vould do. It 
appealed to the Frenchman. He and his men would 
stay. It emerged that they had been made prisoner bur 
had relieved their captors of their weapons and their 
lives and departed to rejoin the fight. 

The canal itself was filled with sunken barges, so 
many that it seemed possible the Germans could walk 
across. Horsfall placed his men, had trenches dug, 
walls loopholed and reconnoitred the far bank. They 
were as ready as they a re r  would be. The next day 
German bombers, Stukas and Heinkels, attacked, bur 
fortunately the other, southern, bank of the canal. The 
Faughs destroyed as many of the barges as they could 
both this day and the next, Thursday 23  May. Two 
French ranks, scarred by enemy fire, turned up and 
gladly took responsibility for the western flank. Their 
ammunition was low and the vacant shell racks were 
stocked with champagne. That evening the bridges 

were blown, the last of the battle-stained, French 
soldiers and the fonvard listening posts of the Faughs 
scampering back as the first of the Germans arrived. In 
Btthune the bridge went up wirh Germans on it, and 
rhree of the Fusiliers as well. 

The 7th Panzer arrived next morning. apparently 
expecting no resistance. The contact with a regular 
regiment was a surprise for them and within a few 
hours there were dead and wounded Germans the 
length of the village street south of the water. The 
damage done by the Faughs in the isolated buildings at 
the waterside brought its penalty and by the end of the 
day the platoon had eight dead and only one bren gun 
still firing. The French ranks were also gone. They had 
driven up the ramp of the blown road bridge and 
subiected the Germans to a vicious fire until rhey 
themselves were hit. They were, Horsfall says, the last 
of their regiment and he grieved that he never knew 
which unit that was. O n  Saturday 25 May an 
ammunition train on the railway sourh of the canal 
blew up, wiping our the Germans who had been firing 
from between the wheels of the trucks, and giving 
some small respite to the Faughs. That same evening, 
to their puzzlement, they were relieved by the lstl8rh 
Lancashire Fusiliers of the 4th Brigade. The 50th 
Division was needed in the Ypres sector. 

T H E  HALT ORDER 
While the 1st Royal Irish Fusiliers might have been 
surprised to learn it, the two Panzer Corps had been 
ordered to halt on Friday 24 May. The impact of 
Frankforce's attack at Arras went all the way to the top, 
Hitler himself. Rundstedt and Kleist had both been 
worried about the exposure of their flanks, and Hitler 
shared their nervousness. The success they had enjoyed 
so far was almost too good to be true, and the blow 
delivered by a perceived five divisions on the previous 
Tuesday confirmed rheir fears. A French attack 
towards Cambrai on  Wednesday, although turned 
back, reinforced rheir apprehensions. Moreover, the 
Luhvaffe's VIII Air Corps was now admitting to 
h e a y  Stuka losses inflicted by England-based RAF 
fighters. 

The conclusion of the business in Flanders had nor 
been planned in detail beforehand. Indeed, that they 
were here so soon was as much of a surprise to  the 
Germans as it was to the Allies; and now the situation 
was that Army Group B was pressing from the north 
and east while Army Group A was applying pressure 
from the south and west on the remaining pocket of 
Allied troops. To whom should the control of the final 
phase be given? And which of the groups was best 
equipped for the task? The panzer-heavy Army Group 
A or the infantry-rich Army Group B? In the went the 
infantry of the 4th Army was taken from Runstedt and 
placed under Bock's command in Army Group B. The 
concept then became one of infantry, artillery and air 

power brcaking the remainder of'rhe Allies against the 
anvil of Army Group A holding a line from Gravelines 
through St Omer (i.e. along the river Aa) and on by 
way ofAire and Btthune to Lens (the Canal d'Aire or 
La Basste line). 

The nature of the terrain between Calais and 
Nieuport was well known to the Germans, and their 
maps and landscape assessments were uniform in their 
descriptions. The opinions of the generals at the front 
have been used to suggest that the terrain presented 
no problems for the panzers, but these generals 
themselves were to the rear. However, the evaluations 
were being made and the decisions were being taken by 
men far away, and they cannot bur have been influenced 
by rheir official reference manuals and information 
sources. O n  29 February 1940 a collection of maps and 
manuals was published in Berlin for the use of the 
services only. Volume I of Militargeograpkische 
Beschreibung von Frankreich states that: 

'In wet weather wide areas become bogey and 
impassable on foot. Vehicles can in general on!y move on 
the roads atuzilable rc~hich are very numerous and mostly 
fortifed. These and the little railway run throughout on 
4kes; these form with the numerous, in general not uegl 
wide, water ways, canals and ditches a dense mesh of 
sections suitable for rearguard dpfence. ' 

The  map that accompanies the manual, 
Wehrg~olische Ubersichtskarte, (see p.93) comments on 
the terrain around Dunkirk: 

?redominant soil type: peat, groundu~ater near 
surfar Passabiliry by traff;~ and on foot: At all times 
passable with dtff;culr/. Accessible to infnnq, in d y  
season. Obstacles: Sofi ground, criss-crossed with many 
ditches, shallow ground water, can be dug out to form 
water obstacles. Artilleryjringpositions: wet, ground not . 

ABOVE Panzer trwps recover 
themselves after the 
unexpected mauling they 
took at Arras. cswwne.) 

OPPOSITE TOP Stuka damage 
to rall yards near Arras. 
@jsJ/3lWlM) 

OPPOSITE BELOW The Canal 
d'Aire (La Bassde canal) at 
Gone, east of Bhthune. The 
rebuilt mad bridge still 
crosses between high earth 
ramps north (left) and south 
of the water, and a new 
footbridge connects the 
village on the left with the 
railway station on the right. 
(MME w 4 m  
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THE SACRIFICE OF CALAIS'S 
DEFENDERS 

O n  the same Thursday afternoon Assault Group 
Kruger of 1st Panzer was approaching the small town 
of Guines, on the ridge six miles (10km) south of 
Calais. The  port itself was filled with ne\vly-arrived 
troops, the 1st Queen Victoria's Rifles and the 3rd 
Royal Tank Regiment. The  tanks were given orders by 
Lieutenant-general Sir Douglas Bro\vnrigg, Gorr's 
Adjutant-General. who was on his way to Dover, to 

make for Boulogne. but they were rescinded by Major 
Ken Bailey from Gorr's headquarters. The  instructions 
were now to head for St Omer. That proved to be 
impractical because Assault Group Kruger was making 
for Les Artaques, on the road to St Omer where the 
Canal de Calais runs beside the road, and 3rd Royal 
Tanks thus had a brief encounter with the panzers near 
Guines and had to \vithdra\v. At Les Attaques an ad 
hoc force made up of Royal Artillery Searchlight 
personnel held up the panzers for three hours before 
being forced to surrender. Pushing up to\rards Calais 
Kriiger ran into further opposition at Orphange Farm, 
just sourh of the present-day junction 17  on the 
autoroute. Here the fight continued until nightfall and 
at that point Guderian issued his order for 1st Panzer 
to push on towards Dunkirk and let 10th Panzer rake 
over the conquest of Calais. 

The  forces in Calais were supplemented \$pith 30th 
Brigade, 2nd King's Royal Rifle Corps (the Royal 
Green Jackets) and Ist, The  Rifle Brigade, under the 
command of Brigadier Claude Nicholson, who arrived 
in the afternoon with renewed orders from Broupnrigg 
to go for Boulogne. The  Brigadier was bombarded 

BELOW The moat of Me with conflicting orders, all issued in ignorance of the 
Citadel in Calais now has actual stare of affairs. Now directions from the War 
peaceful u s e s . ( ~ ~ ~ w w u u n  Oftice in London came to get rations through to 

Gravelines. O n  the Thursday evening the supply 
convoy was readied to move off and an advance guard 
of a rank squadron senr ahead. I t  ran into 1st Panzer 
and only three tanks survived, fighting their way 
through to Gravelines. Having heard nothing, a 
second squadron asas senr our the nexr morning, 
accompanied by a company of 1st Rifle Brigade. The): 
too, ran into the opposition and Nicholson ordered 
rhem to come back. Calais was isolated. 

Nicholson now readied his forces and the 800 
French to defend the town. The  walls and bastions of 
Vauban's 17th-centu? defences were still in place and 
still formidable. Within a double ring of defensive 
positions he could fall back on the harbour for 
eventual evacuation, a scheme approved in principle 
by London. The wounded and the 'useless mouths', a 
rather unkind description of anyone nor vital for 
combat, were leaving. The C i y  of Canterbuy rook 
with it, through confusion or oversight, half the Rifle 
Brigade transport. T h e  last vessel to leave, the 
Kohistan. was watched by a young troop commander 
of the Searchlights, Airey Neave. 

'Cahis had become a c i v  of doom and I was not in 
tl7e least anxious to remain. I did notj&-I heroic. Leaving 
the men, ~leepless and anxiotrs, I walked to the Gare 
Maritime in time to see tlje Kohistan leaz~e harbour. Tlre 
q u q  tuas deserted save for the nuenp dead on the 
plarform. The scene remains vinid. It u~as a clear dqy and 
I could see t l~e cltji of Dovex The sad corpses, covered in 
grey blankets, had begun to stink. She1.h burst among the 
cranes or landed in the sea. A mile out, t l~e destroyer 
Wessex, smrck b y  Ltrfituaffe bombs, was sinking. Bhck 
smoke from tlle blazing oil refiney billowed across the 
harbour and, to the west and south of town, there came 
the growing noise of rifIp and anti-tank jre .  The real 
battle utas about to begin.' 

That evening the Brigadier received a signal from 
London informing him that he was under the 
command of General Falgade, who forbade their 
evacuation. Churchill added his more positive 
encouragement and Anthony Eden edited and senr the 
message the nexr d a y  

'Defence of Calais to tl?e utmost is of highest 
importance to our cotrnry as sjrmbolising orrr continued 
co-operatiot. with France. The eyes of the Empire are 
upon the defence of Calais, and H. M. Gor~ernment are 
conjdentyou andyourgallant regiments tuiNperform an 
exploit wythy of the British name.' 

The  outer perimeter was the scene of action on 
Friday 24 May. Neave was on the Boulevard Leon 
Gambetra which passes just north of Bastion 9 of 
Vauban's fortification. running wesr. His unit had nvo " 
bren guns as their mosr powerful weapons and held 
out there all day. As afternoon turned to evening, it 

became clear that the outer defences could not endure. 
Nicholson and the French Commandant Le Tellier 
had established their headquarters in the Citadel 

LEFT Calais - composite of 
two German 125,000 maps 
made after the occupation. 
The lines of the old walls and 
bastions can be traced from 
Bastion 2, right of the 
harbour, then running south 
past Bastions 3,4,5 and 6 at 
the south-eastern comer and 
7 at the southern tip. Bastion 
8 has gone, replaced by the 
railway, and, going north, 9, 

1 0 , l l  form the western wall 
with the citadel within. Fort 
Nieulay dominates the 
western approaches. To the 
south-west rises the ridge on 
which Guines stands and east 
of it the country is heavily 
patterned with drainage 
dykes. (EL c21 (151, sheets 

Ull-2156 and en4 

which was the centre of the western. flank. The  
withdrawal brought the 60th Rifles back from Bastion 
9 in the wesr and Bastion 7 in the sourh (Bastion 8 no 
longer existed in 1940) towards the Hbtc' de  Ville. 
The  QVR were pulled in from their positions on the 
Gravelines road. Snipers within the town hampered 
British movement. By midnight mosr of the defenders 
were getting what rest they could in position for the 
expected onslaught on Sunday 26 May. Bastion 11 to 
the north-west was held and a line along the 
waterways embraced the Citadel, passed north of the 
Hbtel de Ville and swung round towards the Gare 
Maritime and Bastion 1 at the harbour mouth. 

Sunday began badly. The shelling was intense and 
the dive-bombing even more fierce. At 8 a.m. a white 
flag was seen above French posirions near Fort Risban, 
\vest of the harbour. Capitaine de FrCgare Carlos de  
Lamberye, commander of French naval forces in 
Calais, went and persuaded rhem to take ir down, bur 
renewed shelling made them raise it once more. Later 
that morning, making his way to Fort Risban, de 
Lambertye collapsed and died of a heart attack. By 
mid-morning the Germans had occupied Basrion 2 at 
the extreme north-east and were firing on the Rifle 
Brigade. Neave had been wounded and treated at  the 
Hbpital Militaire near the Citadel. He  left to find 
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ansport to move the wounded to the harbour where 
he be l i ed  they could be shipped out. Accompanied 
by a corporal, Nave wandered through an empry 
town. 

RIGHT A mcnorbl phqm to 
~ l l a t l ~ m n m  
-*(uE-) 

~- ~~ 

'Oppsite a whok r& ofhow b u d  Chamd 
p a p  bkw like kaws &ng the n a m  mrrr. We walked 
sbwb nornhwa A... Thm, without warning, shells 
whistkd and bunt near us .. . Thc corponJ wnirhrd in 
the bIindingfLvh and dm.  If iU to & gmund unhurt 
andcmwkdto&hcofrhrmrcrwhorr handrnhrd 
out f i m  a ceUar widnu holding a bonk of cognac. I 
drankfim it and staged on tmudA t h e  lighthou~. ' 

At the swing bridge to the Gare Maridme he was 
fdced with rhc muales of the QVRs rifles and tottered 
on into their urns. His mggcsion that they mnd 
transport, dearly completely impossible, was regarded 
as very odd and he was hustled along to join the other 
wounded in the ~ I I n e l  below Bastion 1. 

Major-general Ferdinand Schaal, commander of 
10th Pvlzcr Division, had planned the day's activities 
with care. Two bouts of shclling and bombing were to 
give him the town before noon. It proved to be a little 
more difEcult. They had entered CaJais N o d  late in 
rhc morning, but the fkgrnented groups of British 
fought stubbornly on. At Bastion 11 C Company, 
60th Rifles and the few Frenchman who had fought 
alongside them so bravely were v i d y  isolated by 
mid-day, and withdrew, leaving some 80 men under 
Captain Everard R a d d f i  there to cover their retreat. 
It was another hour before the Gcrmans entered the 
bastion to take prisoner the 
and the rump of C 

ammunition. 
unwounded. There 

German anger and frustration mounted. Schaal 
received repeated masages to leave the job to the 
LufrwaEe, but hi blood was up. S ~ k v  struck again 
and again and the shelling redoubled. As day crept 
into afternoon the Gare Maritime was threatened and 
the Germans only had the two bastions on the east of 
the harbour mouth to overcome. The conflict moved 
into the sand dunes. In the Ciradel the Royal Marines 
and Le Tellier's troops were still defying their attackers. 
By 3 p.m. they were surrounded and, half an hour 
later, the Germans broke thmugh the southern gate 
and Nicholson had no alternative to surrender. It was 
to be another rm, hours before all resistance d. 
At 2a.m. on Monday 27 May, HM Yacht Gukmr, 
Lieutenant-commander Brammall commanding, saw 
a signal lamp flashing from beneath a German- 
occupied j q .  She went in and as she swung round 
under machine-gun fire, B d  shouted that he 
would come in again and they would have to jump. AU 
47 men made it, the last men out. There were 3,000 
British and 800 French troops who were not so 
fortunate. 

The sacrifice at Glais had bcen u)sdy for the 
British, reducing still further the number of regular 
soldiers available. It had resulted in suffcient delay for 
Hitler's halt order to catch 1st Pvucr well short of 
Gravelines and allow two days for the BEF to begin 
the complicated task of maintaining a shrinking front 
The &Igiuls were dosc to collapse, the French 7th 
Army south of the Sornme seemed to be a myrh and 
the task that Gort now f a d  was to preserve what he 
could of the BEF to fight another day. It was a task 
that would d-d all his courage and suadtarmcss, 
attributes that few other men could match. 
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D uring the two days the halt order was in 
force, events were also unfolding away from 
the Channel coast. Lord Gort and General 

Pownall visired Bknchard on Sunday 26 May to find 
the plan was now to defend the salient b29ed on 
the Channel coast 'with no thought of ramat'. On 
returning m his headquarters Gort found a masage 
from London saying that should the planned amck 
from the south fad to materialike, the safcty of the BEF 
would become the predominant consideration and 
a withdrawal to the copst as of Gravelines for 
embarkation should be planned He was further 
instructed not to discuss the matter with the Belgians 
or the French. 

On  14 May a call had bcen broadcast, nothing to 
do with a possible evacuation of the BEE for small 
boats to supplement the Royal Navy's Small Vasels 
Pool, lit& ships useful for harbour work. When Vicc 
Admiral Bertram Ramsay was appointed on 19 May to 
make plans for a p i b l e  evacuation, some of rhosc 

l ide ships were already becoming available. His early 
plans werc based on the use of Boulogne, Caais and 
Dunkirk, but by the time the meeting of Wednesday 
22 May took place, only four days into the task, it was 
evident that only Dunkirk, and that with luck, would 
be spared. Operation Dynamo, as it was d e d ,  was 
turning out to be more complicated than anticipated. 
Ramsay had originally bcen given thm dozen cross- 
channel steamers for the task which was to begin with 
lifting the uselas mouths, support m p s .  Now the 
intensity was increasing orponenrially, the need for 
additional staff had m be met to handle the operation 
and many, many more ships werc going to be needed. 
Churchill, when evacuation became inevitable, 
thought that, perhaps, 30,000 men could be saved. 
Ramsay was more optimistic, maybe 45,000 could be 
bmught home. The difficulties were enormous, not 
the least in the nature of the copst. Eut of the 
Margate-Dover copst the Goodwin Sands run from 
north to south, forcing ships to sail in the direction of 
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BELOW A Panzer II makes its 
way over the makeshift 
bridging of the Canal d'Aire 
on 27 May. (NM RML 149) 

Calais or head due east from Ramsgate. Off the  French 
and Belgian coast the sand-banks run almosr parallel 
to the land wirh a few gaps so that ships have to turn 
back south-west to run in ro\\rards the land. The 
control of the land over a significant distance is thus 
required lest shelling sink the vessels, and Calais and 
e\,enrually Gravelines wvould provide the Germans 
with artillery emplacements. 

THE PANZERS ON THE MOVE AGAIN 
Rommel, for one, appreciated the rest the halt order 
gave. He  wrote: 

;1 day or ruw ulithout action has done w a lot of 
good The division has lost up to date 27 oflcers killed 
a n d 3 3  tuormded, and 1,500 men dead and wounded. 
That? abour 12 per cent casualties. CPgr little compared 
with w/~at? been ac/~iezt-d. The u~orst is now well O I I ~ T . '  

His cheerfulness was a little misplaced. O n  Sunday 
26 May the halt order was lifted and 7th Panzer 
addressed itself to the task of crossing the Canal d'Aire. 
The  7th Rifle Regiment managed to get over at 
Cuinchy, halfway between Bethune and La Bassee, and 
on Monday Rommel found his engineers had 
constructed pontoons in a small harbour. To be able to 

manoeuvre rhem in a canal cluttered with sunken 
barges they had built the little 8-ton pontoons. 
Rommel ordered the building o f a  bridge, a 16-ronner. 
capable of raking his tanks. Meanwhile the British 
were making things very unpleasant with sniper fire, 
so the houses and cover on the canalside were 
saturated with shell and small-arms fire. An attack, 
incorrectly believed to be by heax? tanks. rhreatened 
from La Basste, and the makeshift bridge was used to 

get a Panzer 111 over while a Panzer I\' opened fire 
from the southern bank to counter the threat. By noon 
the bridgehead was being developed and in the 
afternoon, as it starred to rain, 5th Panzer came up and 
started crossing. La Basste was enfolded by an advance 
round its northern side and the few remaining of the 
defending 1st Camerons and 7th \Vorcestershires, 
having given an excellent account of themselves, 
escaped when ten ranks of the RTR attacked the 
Germans near \'iolaines, losing seven of their number. 
The  Germans were now pouring over the canal. The  
2nd Dorsershires found themselves facing west. The  
fight to delay Rommel was fierce and lasted all day, 
keeping open the corridor \vest from Lille. North of 
Btrhune the SS-Totenkopf Division was over the canal 

drid hc.1dinp For .\lcr\.illc \vlicn i r  ran inro 2nd I l i c  
Royal Sorfolk Regiment. By the afternoon the 
remaining Norfolks, abour 100 of rhem, \\,ere 
surrounded in a farm near Le Paradis and decided to 
surrender. Afrer searching them. the Germans shot 
rhem down. Two men survived. As a result of rheir 
evidence the commander of the 3rd Company, Fritz 
Knochlein, was executed for war crimes on 28 January 
1949. 

At the same time Guderian's forces were also on 
the move. The  towns of Rourbourg, south-east of 
Gravelines, and \Vormhoudt, benveen Cassel and 
Bergues, were the obiecti\res. Guderian writes of an 
incident that took place on Tuesday 28 May, rhar 
caused his staff some amusement. 

'The commander of the Liebstandarre [SS-Adolf 
Hitler], Sepp Dietricb, wl~ile drivingfiom thefiont came 
under machine-gun j r e  from a parg of Englishmen who 
were still holding out in a solitary house bellind our lines. 
T h ~ y  set his car on j r e  and compelled him and his 
companions to take shelter in the ditch. Dietrich and his 
adjutant crawled into a large drain pipe, where the ditch 
ran under a cross road, and in order to protect himself 

fiom the burning petrol of his car rot~ered his fnce and 
hand with damp mud.' 

Guderian had to send in part of 2nd Panzer to get 
Hirler's protegt out of trouble, and everyone had a 
merry time making fun of the muddy fellow. 
Meanwhile, unknown to Guderian and, probably, 
Dietrich, something deeply serious was afoot. The  
Englishmen were soon captured. Those concerned 
were men of the Royal Wanvickshire Regiment and 
the Cheshire Regiment, and some Royal Artillery \\.ere 

LEFT The Canal d'Aire from 
the bridge at Cuinchy. 
(MME W U 1 0 )  

BELOW The CWGC Cemetery 
at Le Paradis, to the rear of 
the communal cemetery. 
[MME w 4 n )  

.llzo r k c n  prisoticr .lr rhc ssmc rirnc. 'I lie!. \vcrc hcr<icd 
inro a barn and machine-gunned. Four are known to 
have survived. 

Early in the morning ofTuesday, Rommel received 
the signal from Oberst K. Rothenburg of 25th Panzer 
Regiment rhar he had reached Lomme, north-west of 
Lille, effectively completing rhe encirclement of the 
c i y  Rommel hastened to join him, and was worried 
by driving rhrough an e m p n  landscape; whom would 
he meet first? Friend o r  foe? 

;1t h t  u~efirmd thejrst of orrr tanks. Rothenburg 
ti~as d~lahted at the increase in his strength in fionr of 

Lille, and euen more over the arrival of the ammunition 
andpetrol. He reported briefly on the nigllt?f;ghting. The 
attack bad first driven strai,ht trp the Fournes-Lifle road 
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Division at Paradis and the last of those British troops 
fell back to Lesvem whcrc the Irish Fusiliers were 
holding the line of the l ide river over which three 
bridges passed. John Horshll took a look at the 
country befbre him. 

9 went into thc estaminrt [bar] and up to thr f i t  
pWr. Thr countrysdr to the uwn looked quiet enough, 
and saw fir the bum of ainnzfi tkz was not a IOt of 
noise just thm Hownw looking thmugh myjieki&es, 
a c f n r a  one d m  wstwanithrgiinting+n 
fmm tumt tops and other i m ~ m e n t a  toki their *Ilr 
unmir*rkably' 

They had two 18-pounders dug in alongside the 
bridge. This stuck out l i i  the cherry on a cake from 
the suni-cirde of river that ran mund the town, and 
H o d  had to send out pamcs to guard his flanks. 
Various fngments of AUied soldiery maggled in. 

'Finally to my great &light my old fiicnd the 
adjutant chef and a number of our h d  allies fmm 
G o m a m m d  Thm wn not may ofthem yi- 
perhaps eight or so... T h m  was much hihrity and 
shaking of h a d ,  and aK wn lorrdcd with bottks. Also, 
arptruinub they wnmnrcdto  thctrnibwith Brirh, 
Fmrrh-andGmMn wcap. . '  

As at Gorre, Horsfrll consulted the sappcrs and 
checked the arrangements to blow the bridges. The 
French engineers had a chccmtl disregard for formal 
s f r t y ~ ~ U = .  

"'It is pie aK right Gpitaine, " said one of them, 
poiming to thc plunp, "$that faiL we haw ks mrmr. 
That one, ici, " be went on, i?k&CMMng a pair of fiwr 
whose r o h r  I figrh "is inrtammaf vitr n3r viu. 
and thc other dnur minute,* or w h a w .  He held up his 
j n g m  like W i ~ t o n i  V-sip. It was no dmrbt a p a t  
misu-ng ... An hour &ter a wamrnt oflcrr 
and a a k a  or so ma of the Royal Scots p h g d  into 

at'. 
g, 

thedyke ... andnuamthcriwr~~ththcmrmyhmdon 
their bee&. .' 

The 18-pounders may have lacked sighs, but the 
gunners managed to bring down a surprisingly 
accurate fire on the tanks while the German inhnuy, 
at first, advanced with their rifles at the h i  port as if 
on some parade ground. The Faugh's pm&-rifle fire 
soon diswuragcd them. Horshll decided it was time 
to blow the bridge. The plunger was pushed home. 

'Thr s k e  nbrrtfihwd was a s p i r n i a l p u ~ ~ ' ~ ,  
and I know ofno rompambk anti-climar in thc whok of 
my IjE. I I k e d  stoni5 at our Fmrrh fiind He h k e d  
atmemo-by no mama barb&... Ilirthcmatrhand 
appbd it to d n  dnu minutes one &el.  q r o u n r  the 
b&&w&tup instam-... ThrFmrrhthnghtita 
huge joke.' 

As evening approached the Faughs were 
withdrawn. They fired off the lut of the 18-pounder 
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RIGHT and BELOW General 
Alfred Wager did the French 
the honour of allowing them 
to march past while he and 
his staff saluted their 
courage, before they finally 
laid down their arms. 
(8126131114 and B128PJ11113) 

ammunition, saving the last nvo rounds of each gun , 
for the classic one shell down in the muzzle, the other 
in the breech final shot. The  adjutant chefand his men 
declined to come along. They said their wish was to 

kill Germans and this appeared to be a good place for 
it. Horsfall paid his respects and left. 

Behind them, in Lille, the French 1st Army had '-2 
continued to fight, surrounded though it was. Aker - 
four days they had no more ammunition with which 
to continue their resistance and were forced to yield on 
1 June. Such was the respect they had earned that they 
were accorded full military honours, retaining their 
arms in their final march. Some 35,000 men \rent into 
captiviry. 

BACKS TO THE SEA 
IVhile Gort, his plea to Blanchard to order General r 

Prioux to retreat from Lille falling on deaf ears, 
hastened his men back towards the sea, the leaders of ---cz- - -%??-=- 
France were conferring in Paris. I t  was becoming clear . ,--. --, . ce - -a . 
to them at last that they faced disaster. The  knowledge 
failed to harden their resolve. Increasingly there was 
thought of an armistice as long as the honour of persisted and led to innumerable disputes as the 
France could be kept intact. British destroyed equipment lest the enemy acquire it 

O n  Tuesday 28 May Gort's headquarters were and the French preserved as much as they could for 
established at La Panne, bringing him, technically, supposed future use. 
under the command o f  Admiral Jean Abrial. The  evacuation was slowly gathering momentum. 
commanding officer in Dunkirk. It was something of 
a formaliry. Weygand was still insisting that the 
Dunkirk salient should be defended as a bridgehead 
from which a counter-attack could be launched. It was 
a fantasy. Re-supply of weapons and ammunition, fuel 
and food was clearly impossible, bur the fantasy 

Churchill informed Reynaud o j ~ r i t i s h  intentions and 
urged him to issue corresponding orders. Sadly the 
French Prime Minister appears to have kept the news 
to himself, another source of enmity benveen the 
Allies. O n  the first day, Sunday 26 May, Operation 
Dynamo was put into action at 6.57 p.m. and a few 

ABOVE An AW makes short 
work of a sandbag obstacle. 

( I M H ' 5 I E 6 l  

LEFT Bombing reduced towns 
on the retreat route to blazing 
ruins. ITM 4 ~ ~ 1 4 1  
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men wwc brought home. Theg had all been em- 
from Dunkirk hubour, as were those taken off on 
Monday, 7,669 men acco* to Churchill's history 
of the war, but bombing, shelling as the ships sailed 
along the awt inside the sandbanks and smfing by 
the Lufnva& as they turned out across the Channel 
had i d i d  casualties. A meeting in Gsael on 
Monday led to Licu&nant-gcneral Sir Roben Adam 
and General Fagalde sdmng out the French and 
British sectors of the plaaned pcrimenr, the French on 
the west and the British on the cat .  As no one seemed 
to know what was happening to the Belgians, no 
provision was made for them and, in any ase, they 
capitulated the following day, though not without 
providing for the British to akc over their positions. 

On Thursday 23 May Commander TGP Crick, 
RN, had been wokm at 4 a.m. and told to hold 
himself in readiness for an wwintment. At 6.30 he 

was summoned to a meeting and ordered to akc 
command of a Dutch barge, a 'scoot' as the English 
mangled the word ~rbnit, and take supplies to 
Dunk& Wtth a first Lieutenant and a c m v  of Rine he 
went to the port, not named in his account, and sent 
the Dutch crew ashore before loading with 
ammunition. At 7.30 p.m. on Sunday they moved to 
Dover and d the Channel the n a t  night, 
vriving at 5 a.m. on Tuesday 28 May at La b e .  
There was an almost empty beach before him, just a 
fm French and &Igiur sohiiers. Wvlduing into La 
Panne he found his way to the Hotel Osborne where 

requisitioned or d u n n e d  On Wednesday 29 May 
the beaches yielded up 13,752 and Dunkirk 33,558 
men, still all British. That afternoon, at Lst, Wcygand 
ordered Blanchad to get hi men away as well. 

RcichsmarchaU Haman Giiring's undertaking to 
reduce the Dunkirk enclave from the air was slow in 
execution. There was little air activity on Sunday 26 
May, although the RAF flew 22 patrols and claimed, 
no doubt aaggmted as all such claims were, 20 
victories for a Iws of six machines. On Monday the 
Lufm& went to work in earnest. Heinkel 111s 
raided at dawn, sinking the French steamer Aden by 
the east mole in Dunkirk and shordy after Junkm 87s. 
the Stukas, hit the harbour and sank the troopship 
(3% d h r .  Domier 17s set the oil tanks on fire. 
Some 300 bombers, escorted by 550 lighters, attacked 
Dunkirk that day, turning the town into a kke of fire 
and blocking the port. The RAF had not been idle, 
flying 23 patrols involving 287 aircraft and scoring 
some su-, but a significant pmponion of British 
a i d  were badly damaged in addition to those shot 
down. Tuesday 28 May brought a break in the fine 
weather. Overcast skies, coupled with the smoke from 
the ruins of Dunkirk, produced adverse flying 
conditions which persisted the n a t  day until early 
afternoon. Then the Stukas returned in force, 180 of 
them, dosing the harbour again, although lasing 11 
a i d  to anti-aircrak fire. The n a t  wave included 
Junkers 88s. the twin-cngined dive-bombers, and 
three British destroyus were sunk. Five transport 
vessels also went down that Wednesday. Of the five 
major German attacks only two were met by RAF 
fighters and, although exotic daims were made of 65 

the English-speaking manager dircaed him to the 
British hospital. There he learnt that an emuation 
was taking place and was sent on once more to BEF 
headquatm. The ammunition was not needed, but 
the boat was. to eet men off the beach. So back he . o  

went to the vcsscl, now hiph and drv, to unload under . . 
fire from ~ e r m v l  a i d  L d  to gCr men o+ to 
go a b d  when the ride came in at 5.30 p.m. 
Commander Crick did get home, but not on that 
boat. During the aftcmoon he was hit when the beach 
was snafbd the ammunition luckily going unscathed, 
and he was evacuated from Dunkirk, leaving his ship 
to bring men home without him. 

Ramsay had acquired a fleet of about 50 Dutch 
srhvdja, self-propelled shallow-draught c a p  barges 
that had managed to get away from the Netherlands 
and wwc lying at Southampton. Although some of 
these were already involved in the o p t i o n  on 
T h y  28 May, the desaoyas that Ramsay had 
managed to bring in had to us their own boats to get 
men off the beaches. The day's totals were 5,930 men 
taken off the beaches and 11,874 frorn Dunk&The 
lack of discipline on the beaches and at the port did 
not help. The word was now going out for small ships 
of any description to join the evacuation &K. Sailing 
barges, pleasure steamers and fishing boacs were 
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RIGHT As the weather 
deteriorated, off-road 
conditions became 
impossible for heavy vehicles. 
(IM 57871U) 

BELOW The memorial to the 
French 12th Motorised 
Infantry on Me front at Bray- 
Dunes with Dunkirk beyond. 
(MME W U 2 H Z )  

kills, the true total appears to be closer to a dozen. 
Flying at something close to the limits of their 
operarional range and even assisted, as they were, by 
radar in England, the British aircraft were simply 
outnumbered by the covering German fighters when 
the weather was clear. What was needed was fog. 

Inland the Allies were still trying to cling on to 
positions of vantage. The Mont des Cars was the 
destination to which 115th Queen's were ordered on 
the evening of Tuesday 28 May. They were 
disappointed, for they felt they had given their 
enemies a bloody nose in hard fighting near Strazeele, 
between Hazebrouck and Bailleul that day, and 
Sysonby wrote: 

'I had on!l, just gone to sleepfrom sheer exhaustion on 

apile ofit~iari, t l , I ~ r i ~  I umas uvkrn andpir,c~~ n iile.csa~yc. It  
u m  then JO oklock p.m. and t /~e  message said tl~at we 
were to u,itl7draro at once and leave all transport behind 
us. T%is was a we? bitter blow as for one thing uw ruere 
all conzinced that u ~ c  had given the Germans a real!v 
good hiding . . . W/P marched through the lines and had an 
rrnecm$rl march of about sezrn miles [ I  Jkm] ... the 
road zr~as cl70ked u'ith transport.. . IYfhen uje had climbed 
the hill ule were borrndfor ule just fell down where ~ L X  

stood and toent to sleep in the open and in the rain.' 
The 2nd Royal Horse Artillery were ordered to the 

same place and by the early hours of Tuesday 29 May. 
Seton-Watson writes, 

: . . we started our move northu~ards, interweaving 
with evey kind of British and Frencl~ vel7icle and many 
loose horses. Ajer nuo miles u~efound our road blocked by 
ditched and abandoned vehicles. IYfith great d~ficulry we 
constructed a detour throrrgh cut wire and hedges and 
across two je& this took about an hour. Ar 0300 
[3.a.m.] in the small village of Berthem, close under 
Mont des Cats, we came to a jnal  smndstill.. . Orders 
u,ere giwn to destroy wireless sets and sights, remove 
breech blocks andprrncture a 1  ryres. It was impossible to 
destro~ the guns themselves withorrt danger to the crou~ds 
passing 6y on foot. ' 

When Sysonby awoke at 3.30 a.m. a French officer 
told him, as a matter of apparently mild interest, thar 
everyone else had gone. 115th Queen's awaited orders, 
shelled, dive-bombed and defenceless against such 
attack. At 9.45 a.m. they were told to pull out and 
make for Dunkirk by way of Poperinge. Sysonby said: 

: . . the place was in the most appalling shambk 
Whole streets were complete!), choked wit17 mason? and 

bricks, nrtytlting up to r u l e n ~ f i r  [Gm] high. T h q  must 
I I R I , ~  taken the most appai/ing bombardment tl7e night 
before.. . ezrn u~l~i,ilrt z L r  11~re here this place took anotller 
terrible pasting . . . ' 

They struggled on, taking avoiding action and 
turning north across country when German troops 
were reported ahead. Finally they reached the Canal he 
la Basse Colme east of the walled town of Bergues, the 
final line of defence. Over that and onwards they 
plodded to a final halt and blessed sleep at Uxen, five 
miles (8km) east of Dunkirk. It was a journey typical 
of thousands. 

THE GREAT ESCAPE 
O n  Tuesday 28 ,May Guderian made a tour of his 
fonvard positions, according to his unit's war diary, 
though he fails to mention it in his memoirs. He 
reported to the Chief of Staff, Kleist Group, thar only 
half of the panzers remained operarional and that 
repairs and renewals were viral. Further, he said: 

X tank attack is pointless in the marshy counhy 
u6icl7 has been complete!y soaked by the rain.. . 18 Army 
[ofArmv Group Bl is approaching.. . from the east. The 
infinny forces of this army are more suitable than tanks 
forjghting in this kind qfcounhy, and the task of closing 
the gap on the coast can there5re be l e j  to them.' 

I t  appears that the caution of the High Command 
was not misplaced in preventing a panzer advance four 
days previously. The panzer divisions were withdrawn 
from the front. 

Within the beachhead some system was now 
introduced. Rear-Admiral \X F. Wake-Walker arrived on 
the morning of Thursday 30 May to take command of 
the beach operation. The day was foggy and a steady rain 

fell: miserable weather for the huddled men on the 
beaches, and impossible weather for the Luftwaffe. The 
scene that greeted Wake-Walker differed entirely from 
the plans he had been shown in Dover, the three neat 
beaches, Malo-les-Bains, Bray-Dunes and La Panne, 
each sub-divided into tidy administrative sections. The 
beaches were thronged with men, long lines curving into 
the water where they srood waiting for small boars to lift 
them out. There were roo few small boats. Repeated 
appeals were made to Dover by Wake-Walker and 
others. As they day wore on the calm Channel became 
dotted with flocks of little vessels, pleasure steamers, 
yachts, sailing barges, all making their way towards the 

LEFT A plaque on the Bray- 

Dunes monument 
commemorates a lost ship. 

(MME wmn/ll) 

BELOW The French fallen are 
commemorated close to the 
Fort des Dunes at 

Leffrinckoucke. WME mnnm) 
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RIGHT Stranded boats and 
abandoned vehicles littered 
the beach and shallows at 
Malo-les-Bains. The Dunkirk 
mole is in the distance. 
1875/18131) 

BELOW The shore between the 
West Bastion at Dunkirk and 
Zuydcoote, fmm German 
maps. From Malo-les-Bains 
the mole reached out to the 
west and to the east, beyond 
Malo Terminus, is Fort des 
Dunes and, on the sea-front, 
the Zuydcoote Sanitarium. 
The extent of the dunes is 
clear to see. 181 m (15) ahestr 

XXIII-Zl-2 and 3-4) 
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q7reue.. . Its length was so enormous, and the pace of 
lifring troops into the boats was so slou; it would be ages 
before those at the rear end were embarked.' 

They were moved on to Zuydcoote on Wednesday 
and there settled down once more to wait for rhe order 
ro join a queue. A holiday spirit prevailed, water was 
found, a little food was foraged and songs were sung. 

'Despite the slow process of lifing men into the boats, 
the queues moved steadily forward, and there war plenty 
of laughing and joking going on.. . I never actual!y 
noticed the changing weather pattern and that the 
visibility had improved One moment we were singing 
away.. . the next moment all hell was let loose around us.' 

The bombers dived and turned with relentless 
eficiency. Ward and his companions were relatively 
safe in the dunes, but still suffered casualries. That 
evening rhey were moved again, to Malo-les-Bains, 
where, nvo days later, they finally left from the mole. 

The experience of the mariners coming to rhe 
rescue was equally memorable. A. D. Divine wrote: 

'The picnrre will always remain sharp-etched in my 
memory - the lines of men wearily andsleepily staggering 
across the beach from the dunes to the shallows, fnlling 
into little boars; great columns of men thrust out into the 
water among bomb and shellsplarhes. The foremost ranks 
were shoulder deep . . . As the front ranks were dragged 
aboard the boats, the rear ranks moved up, from ankh 
deep to knee deep, from knee deep to waist deep, until 
thty too, came to shoulder depth and their turn . . . And 
always down the dunes and across the beach came 
new hordes of men, new columns, new lines ... There 

burning . . . The din was infirna(. The batteries shelled 
 ceaseless!^^ and brilliant(y. Ti  the u~histle of shells ot~erhead 
was added the scream offnlling bombs. Even the sky was 

f ;N of noise - anti-aircrfr shells, machine-gun jire, the 
snarl of filling planes, the angry hornet noise of di7r 
bombers. One could not speak  normal!^, at any time 
against the roar of it and the noise of our own engines.' 

The British were getting off, bur rhe French were 
less fortunate. The British, from rhe Commander-in- 
Chief downwards, assumed that the evacuation of the 
BEF was their prioriry and their orders from London 
appeared to confirm this. Indeed, when the first troops 
were leaving Dunkirk the French were expressly 
charged by \Veygand to hold their ground preliminary 
to a counter-attack and they were unaware that their 
allies had already starred ro leave. When Admiral 
Wake-Walker arrived he was under instrucrions from 
the First Sea Lord to refuse rhe French places on the 
ships if there were British rroops ready to deparr but 
the next day Churchill was, at a meeting in Paris, 
declaring thar the Allies should leave arm-in-arm. Lord 
Gorr was beset with the problem of whom should be 
left behind if now French and British were ro be 
shipped out in equal numbers, but rhe problem soon 
ceased to be his. O n  Friday 31 May he handed over 
command to Major-general Harold Alexander and 
reluctantly obeyed his orders to return ro England. 
Alexander's orders from London specified withdrawal 
'50150' with rhe French. Admiral Abrial had no choice 
but to concur wirh his subordinate, the line would be 
held until midnighr on 1 Tune and the last de~arrures BELOW The memorial at Malo- 

was always the red background, the red of Dunkzrk would take place on Sunday 2 June. les-Bains. (MME wmrual 

- 7 7 . -  1 



I I6 

PART SIX 

The air bade resumed with the improvement in 
the wather on Friday 31 May. Three raids by 
Heinkcts and Dornim sank one ship and dvnaged 
others at a wst, by the LdcwdWs figures, of 17 
machina. The RAF flew not only fighter sortk but 

BUOW-mhm ;IkomirsiomtosrrikcatCermvrgroundform,losing 
m6CCur*iDU*LL. 28 at& in all. The beautifid weather of Saturday 1 
CrnuVg June combined with the dwindling resources of the 

RAF m allow heavy air raids on the beach-had 
and the nm day German daylight KccoMaiSsan~ 
reported an almost empty sea, for what movement wu 
left was un* by night. During Opuation 
DynamotheRAFlostl77aircnfcofwhich 107were 
fightas. Ldm& loses, according to their own 
figures, came m 132 at Dunkirk and 108 in other 
uas. For the first time in this war G6ring had 
rncountucd serious opposition. 

THE FINAL PHASE 
Friday 31 May saw the peak perbrmancc in turns of 
numbers of men embarked. There were 22,942 taken 
off the beaches and 45,072 from the mole. By 
Sanuday morning some 39,000 British were within 
the paimeter and about 50,000 Fmch wae forming 
the rarguvd with the same number in readiness m 
lavc. Only 15,000 Frenchmvl had becn taken off 
previously. The air Rids, facing reduced opposition, 
did great damage. ~h;ee British and one French 
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datroyers were sunk, t+er with bur  minampcrs 
LBI - drdd 18101 and rwo transport ships. None the less the previous 

dav's total wu nevlv eadled. 17,348 left the *-m 
a .  . . 

&a and 47,081 the mole. Funbet losses wae - 
reduced by operating at night and the final Lift was  OW - - rr 
planned for the night of Saturday to Sunday. Thc -- a 
operations did not p as planned and some ships 
returned empty while numbers of French troops 
sought vainly their embarkation points. On Sunday 
and Monday nights the ships returned and did 
somewhat betar, the totals for the last rhrce days 
coming to 26,256, 26,745 and 26,175 respectiV+y. 
Admiral Abrial ame out with the final group and, 
when Adminl Ramsay enquired about trying one 
more time the next night, he had to d d n e  the o h  
the beach-head was now in Gemun hands. Thc 
formal surrender of the remaining troops took p h  
on Tuaday 4 June. 

Thc German fiilure to wipe out, by k i h g  or 
capturing, the BEF and the French 1st Anny was m 
axst them dear. A nucleus of British forces, 198,315 
men, had becn prcsmcd for the future. Their Allies, 
mostly Fmch, had 139.91 1 taken 06 but most of the 
French returned to dxir own country by way of 
Cherbourg to continue the immediarc bade. It had 
becn a ranarkable achkvcment, but as Churchill 
mnarkut mrs arc not won by mcuadom. And the 
Banle of France was not over yet. 
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LEFT Mounted German 
support mops arriving at 
Dunkirk weeks later see the 
evidence of a massive 
surrender. ~rm snnlu) 

FROM THE SOMME 
TO THE SEINE 

rders were given by Hitler on 28 May for the 
formation of a Panzer Group under the 
command of Guderian. O n  1 June he 

established his headquarters at Signy-le-Petit, south- 
west of Charleville where he had been onlv a short 
while before, and set about assembling his new 
command. O n  Tuesday 4 June Rommel and 7th 
Panzer were moving south towards the Somme to rake 
part in the next phase of the conquest of France, Fall 
Rot, Operation Red. The orders for the destruction of 
the Allies south of the Somme and the Aisne were 
issued on Friday 31 May. The west, from the Channel 
to Reims, would be taken by Army Group B while the 
east, from Reims to the Maginot Line, was the sector 
of Army Group A, leaving Army Group C in its 
former position facing the Maginot Line from the 
north. Only one fort of that line, at La Fertk, had been 
attacked and taken by the Germans. The rest would be 
left to surrender when all else had fallen. 

General Weygand had 60 divisions with which to 
face the 143 the Germans devoted to the operation. 
These had, in part, come from a thinning of the i 

LEFT The fort at the extreme 
west of the Maginot Line, Villy 
la Fe*, was overcome by the 
Germans on 19 May. 
(MME WWUBm w 23) 

ABOVE A diagram of the 
action that led to the fall of 
Villy la Fed6 commemorates 
the French defence. 

(MME Wmrm26) 
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Maginot Line forces as well as what reserva war - 
available, now 15 divisio~, rcn having been deployed 
in May, and there wae elancne of sound wting 
forasrantedfromDunLirkThePcricalappmach 
was changul Orders arcre given for sdccted strong 
points to be d&dcd with vigour and even m p& 
d e n  sunouadsd The tmops would then b d  out 
wbcnthemaindangcrhadpassadorthespecLlshodc 
troopsbeinghcldinrrsmewouldacrmlrlievethan. 
Unbrtunarcly & organisation of forces in the new 
formanom nmssvy m realise rhe Scheme d e d  
time, and thac is what the Germans denied him. In the 
wat they wae already in possession of bridgeheads at 
Abkville. Amkns and PCronne. From the first two 
mwns the rwo Panra Divisions of Gmppe Hoth would 
strikctowvQtheSdncwhileGntppevon KIeiafrom 
Phnnc would go for the Mame. East of Rcims 
G m w  Guduian would spearhead the advance. As a 
prdiminvy Rris was bombed on 3 June. 

under the w d  of Genal R o b a  AJ-, 
bmther of W, who headed a new formation, 
&upcment A, which soon bmme the loch Army. 
The firs cask A l m q w  undertook was to diminate the 
Abbevile bridgehead. Evans pointed out that his 
divii~on wuld nor spcuhead thc opvadon as his canks 
were light auism, intended for open wunny, high- 
spaad accions and ins&aendy amourcd for the task. 
Tbc objection was created as trivial. 

On Sunday the Frcnch 7th Army's a& wae 
haltad, one south of Abbcville at Huppy, the Mha at 
Dury, south of Amiens. On Monday the British 2nd 
Armourcd Brigade went for Huppy, together wirh the 
French 2nd Light Cavalry. The attack was poorly 
co-ordinued and the British found thcmsdvcs going 
it alone. The loch Hussvr lost 20 canks b c f o ~  
withdrawing. The Queen's Eays to rhct righc fu#i a 
lide bencr, losing only 12 tanks. Added m the lasses 

REGAINING THE SOMME 
BRIDGEHEADS 

While the cya of the world had been on the reacat to 
Dunki& and the aacuation of the allied umia, 
&rts were being made to challenge the German 
pccsacc in the Somme bdgdmds. Eksnents of 1st 
Armourcd had taken mn in illdirectad brays west of 
Amicns on 23 and 2 i  May in support of a.supposcd 
attack by the Fmch 7th Army. The inteUigence about 
the b r i b  srill in- was hulry and &st of the 
planned redemous fiiled to matcriaik. This was the 
bash of the belief that a major attack from the south 
would cut off the pvuus from the m of the German 
forces On S a d y  25 May Major-general Roger 
"-ns was mld his 1st  F - - - - . a  -- -- to come 

the =ins ot the nrst world 
War Rwrmwlal in the form ot a 
French helmet. TIM hilbck on 
the skyline is surmocntsd 

m-gun 
emplacammlb. 

(UE YaM99Ulrn) 

LEFI A lonely mmurnent to 
French fallen stands at the 
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of the few days before, the Brigade was approaching 
exhaustion of its AFVs. The 3rd Armoured and the 
5th Light Cavalry were operating further west. They 
managed to reach the high ground south of the 
Somme and, at the extreme left, the outskirts of 
St Valery-sur-Somme on  the estuary itself, bur 
supporting French infantry was slow in following up 
the gains and they were forced to fall back. In all the 
British lost 65  ranks that day and a further 50 were in 
need of repair before coming back into service. 

Charles de Gaulle was promoted Brigadier-general 
on 24 May and was ordered to  hurry his 4th  
Armoured Division to the Abbeville front during the 
night of 26-27 May. He had recently been marked for 
the great northward attack across the Somme, but then 
tha; was cancelled. Then he was rapped for a drive 
against Amiens which in turn was shelved. Now he 
was to subdue the bridgehead the Germans had 
established based on the Monts de Caubert, high 

BELOW An A 13 Mark I1 of the above Abbeville. The journey from the east had lost de 
10th Hussars knocked out at Gaulle some 30 tanks, bur on his arrival he found his 
Huppy on 25 May. (rmrm,u) force augmented by the French 19th and 47th Tank 

Battalions and the 7th RDP, mororised Dragoons. In 
all he had 140 tanks in working order, although they 
were the usual mish-mash of marques, with all the 
repair and supply problems that implied. In addition 
he had, with the arrival of the 22nd Colonial Infantry 
Regiment and the 2nd Cavalry Division's arriller): six 
infantry battalions and six artillery groups. H e  arrived 
on Tuesday 28 May to find the 10th Army shaken by 
the previous days failure to reduce the bridgehead and 
the Germans moving fresh troops of the XXXVIII 
Army Corps, 9th and 57th Infantry Divisions, inro the 
sector. In conference at the Chateau d'oisemonr at 
noon on Tuesday de Gaulle decided to leave the 
British tanks in reserve and use his h e a y  armour 
against the German salient. The  British 51st 
(Highland) Division was also to be in reserve as it, too, 
had just arrived from the Maginot Line and was 
unfamiliar with the terrain. 

At 6 p.m. the attack went in. The more heavily- 
armoured Somuas and Chars B of the French were 
able to brush aside the German 3.7mm anti-tank fire 
in a way the thin-skinned British tanks could not. The 

inirial obiccrivcs \r.t.rc saincd h!. niahrhll. Hupp!. \vas 
once more in French hands and over 300 prisoners 
had been taken. At 4 a.m. the next morning the assault 
resumed, at first purring the shaken German defenders 
to flight. The battle lasted through the day and gave 
the French control of all the ground except the Monts 
de Caubert themselves and the lower hills alongside 
the Somme. The cost had been high and the Germans 
were reinforcing their positions during the hours of 
darkness. De Gaulle wrote: 

'Only Mont Caubert still held out. There were a grent 
many deadfbm both sides on thejeki  Our tanks had 
been sorely rried Barely a hundred were still in working 
order. But all the same, an atmosphere of uicto y hovered 
over the battlejeki Eveyone heM his head higb. The 
wounded were smiling. Th~guns j red~ai ly .  Befire us, in 
a pitched battle, t j~e  Germans bad retired.' 

The joy was short-lived. Although the French held 
against a German counter-attack the following day, 
their subsequent attempt to take the mount failed. In 
three days the 4th Armoured had lost over 100 tanks 
and 750 men killed in action. They could do  no more. 

O n  Tuesday 4 June the loth Army tried again. The 
French 2nd Armoured Division, parched up after 
its mauling by Gruppe Iron Kleist, still had 17 
Renaulr Bl bis and was reinforced with a further three 

addcd ro irs strrngrh. it had an on-paper con~plen~enr 
of 50 Chars B, 35 Hotchkiss and 80 Renault Rs, bur a ABOVE Men of the 2nd 

couple of dozen of these were, in fact, unserviceable. Seaforth Highlanders prepare 

Major-general Victor Fortune of the 5 1st (Highland) to defend their ground. 

Division was in command of the armour, his own unit ('" F4626' 

and the French 31sr Infantry Division. The artillery 
opened up at 3.30 a.m. O n  the left the French infantry 
did poorly, confused and disorientared by friendly fire. 
The tanks ran inro an undetected minefield and the 
advance petered out. Another minefield held up  the 
tanks in the centre although some got through to face 
fire from the artillery and 88mm flak guns now 
defending the Monts de Caubert. The 152nd Brigade's 
2nd Seaforrh Highlanders were with the first wave and 
the 4th Seaforths with the second, neither making 
much progress and both suffering heavily. The Chars 
B were refuelled where they were, under fire from the 
Germans, bur even this gallant act was nor sufficient to 
keep them moving forward. To the right of the main 
road from Blangy to Abbeville the 4th Queen's Own 
Cameron Highlanders met concentrated machine-gun 
fire and could go no further. Further west, around 
Cambron, 2nd Lieutenant Barker of the 1st Gordon 
Highlanders, was preparing for action. 

'On the 4th June at 3.30am we attacked the German 
bridvehead our objective beina The Bois de Cambron. 

~ ~ ~ ' > -  - - 
companies with these machines. With other units This was ourjrstf;rll-scale amck withplenq ofartilley 
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support; indnd it warpmbabb thcjrst rctpim attack 6y 
thc Bn'tirh Army in the 193945 war. Thnr war a 
mixtun ofm'tnnmt in thr air with appnhcnrion kst uu 
umr fiund wanting ar we pnpami fir the assault and 
had our m i n g  d ' 

The 4th The Black Watch and 1st Gordon 
Highlanders went well, raking the ridge overlooking 
the river and getting down to the river i d  at G u y .  
But the commanding heights of the Monts de Cauben 
remained in German hands, making it impossible to 
hold the ground. Of the 73 tanks with which the 
French 2nd Armoured had m e d  the day, 27 had 
bccn knocked out and six failed mechanically. Only six 
Chvs B were d operational and another 28 AFVs 
were scarcely mobile. The a d  was over. 

ROMMEL ON THE SOMME 
Army Gmup B opened Operation Red on Wednesday 
5 June. Bridges over the Somme had bccn blown, but 
the plan to launch an m d c  against the southern flank 
of the panzcrs to m e t  a sirnil& attack from the north 
had required certain bridges to be pracrvcd, including 
those between CondC-Folie and Hangst-sur-Some 
six mile (IOkm) nonh-west of Amiens railway 
crossings. The valley of the Somme is a marshy 
lowland in which the rivcr Splits up into numemus 
channels and is diverted to form kka by the people 
who live there. On the southern tlank the m t c m y  
presres up against abrupt h i  while the slope to the 
north is less steep. On either side mUing counay o&rs 
easy t r ad ing  to AFVs. To oppose the Germans 
betwccn Amiens and the Channd coast was the 
French loth Army, with the 51% (Highland) Division 
on the was and rhe remains of the British 1st 
Armourcd Division on the River Brcsle which runs 
north-west to rhc sea at le Tdwrt. To their rear, 
holding a l i e  on the Bhhune rivk running south-east 
from Dicppe towards Forgu-ler-Eaux and then south 
to the on the line of the Andelle river, was 
B e a d r c c .  This was an ad hoc formation under 
Brigadier A. B. Beauman reporting to Lieutenant- 
general Sir Henry Kushke, the commander of the 
British lines of communication troops, who reported 
d i m  to General Geo'ges. Fmm General Georges 
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communication flowed down to General Altmayer's 
10th Army and through 10th Army channels to the 
51st Division. A ready prescription for confusion. 
Becwccn Abbeville and Amiens the French defenders 
were predominantly colonial troops, men of the same 
temper as those who had fought so well in the north. 

On Wednesday 5 June Rommel went to see the 
d e r y  barrage designed to prevent the French getting 
near and blowing the bridges that took the railway 
over the warn and the mad near Con&-Folie. 

'Thr pmprntory barmgr, which s t ~ d p u n c t u ~ l  to 
the minute, made an rxtmoniinarib impmiue sight 
fmn our nrreht  uantage point. Them of our h U -  
6urmrmnrdtobrnm)yhmandrhmwarlittktobr 
hrard of enemy countrr-fin.. . News truebed us at about 
05.00 hours that thc milway and mad b+ had f& 
inurn into our band. Part of the Engimm Battalion war 
ahady bard at work on thr miltuay b e e ,  unbohing 
mih and ckaring away slnpm, in order to pnpan thr 
way fi thc diuiswn to ms with its vrhicks. .' I I 

T~IC opposition was light, only a handful of men 
of the 5th Colonial Infantry who had dogged up on 
foot over 18 miles (30km) the previous day. 
Nonetheless Rommel found himself having to talc 
cover more than once under their h. The crossin& 
was delayed for a while when a tank shed a crack on 
the narrow causeway, but by 9 a.m. the flow was 
rutored They were still under fire from Hangest to 
the south-~sf as noon approached and, as 5th Panzer 
had bccn held up &r m i n g  at Pont-Remy, south- 
cast of Abbeville, Rommel decided that had to be 
stopped and 7th Panzer should move on. It was a 
tougher assignment than he realised; Weygandi 
'hcdgchogs', strong-points, were showing their value. 

Rommd repom: 
'To e l i m i m  thc enemyfim in Hangest . . . a wholr 

pnnw brutalion um hmchrdagainst thc tmmn arakirts 
of thc vihgc.. . We -bed thr badon  appmach c h  

and c h  to thc wihgr and uery swn hranirhn'rjm. % 
thctankstumcdofupthchiUtothcwm butodya& 
surmounrrd the topmost *e. Most of them mroh on thc 
hill.. . Thr rrnur unho dhounrrdfim heir tnnk, 
daMy jmi on 6y enmy d i m - g u m  and s u w  
wualtirr in thc rovrrlm terrain.' 

Self-pmpdled guns wnc bmught up to bombarc 
the village and the Motor-cyde Barralion ordered to 
anadc and dear it on fbot, which they did, though not 
&re Rommel again found h i  under machine- 
gun fire. The 5th Company of the 44th Colonial 
Infantry had given an outstanding account of 
themselves. It was not until3 p.m. that Rommel was 

able to move out of the bridge-head and the building of 
a heavyduty bridge at Hangest could not srarr that day. 

At Quanoy-sur-Ainines they ran into colonial 
infantry insralled behind the walls of the &tau to 
the cast of the village and endured heavy fire from 
them. The barrage from the panzcrs in response 
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ABOVE An accident held up 
No, 2 Platoon, 3rd Company 
when PzKpfw IV No.321 lost a 
track. It had to be pushed 
down the bank, where it can 
be seen to the left of the 

bridge, to allow the column to 
pass. n was repaired and -'--*+4_ 

rejoined the Division in a 
*. I' 

matter of hours. The aircraft 
is a Henschl126. (IW RML is31 , 
RIGHT Once across Me 
bridges, 7th Panzer had to 
climb the hills and deal with 
heavy fire from Hangest 
(M RML 252) 

F R O M  

overcame the resistance and the tanks flowed round 
the village. At Airaines itself the resistance lasted three 
full days as the 53rd Colonial Infantry refused to give 
in. Reprisals follo\ved, few prisoners were taken. 

By evening 7th Panzer was just short of Monragne- 
le-Fayel, seven miles ( l l k m )  from the Somme. 
Rommel reports that strong attacks were made on his 
right flank by tanks and coloured troops that evening, 
but they were fought off. O n  Thursday 6 June they 
halted south of the Amiens-Rouen road, south-west of 
Poix-de-Picardie and on Friday 

'The advance went straight across counq, over 
roadless and trackless jelds, uphill, downhill, through 
hedges, fpnces and high rornfieIds. The route taken by tlle 
tanks was so chosen that the less cross-counq-worthy 
vehicles of the 37th Reconnaissance Battalion and the 6th 
RrJe Regiment cozrldfollou~ in their track-prints. We met 
no enemy troops, apart from a fpw straglers . . . ' 

That day they reached Minewd, close to the Forges- 
les-Eaux to Gournay-en-Bray road. The 51st Division, 
on the Bresle, had been comprehensively outflanked. 

THE CLOSING TRAP 
General Evans went to see his superior, General 
Alrmayer, on that Friday 7 June. He proposed the use of 
the remaining tanks, 37 Mark VIs and 41 cruisers, for an 
attack against the panzers' flank decisively to halt their 
envelopment on the western half of the 10th Army. 
That evening General Weygand arrived at 10th Army 
headquarters and ordered Evans to scatter his tanks along 
the line of the River Andelle in support of the infantry. 
Evans protested that his force was entirely unsuitable for 
such a static task, but Weygand was adamant and the 1st 
Armoured was condemned to futile destruction. 

The  2ndl6th Battalion Easr Surrey Regiment came 
under Beauforce on 18 May (Commander, 
Lieutenant-colonel Heseltine, DSC, MC) under 30 
minutes notice to move, according to the abridged war 
diary prepared by Captain H. H.  Walker. They had 
spent the previous fortnight working in the docks at 
Le Havre and had just received orders to depart for the 
Saar front when these new instructions were issued. 
They were an infanrry pioneer battalion and had only 
four 2-inch mortars, but only one with sights, no 3- 
inch mortars and no mortar ammunition. There were 
only 11 anti-tank (Boyes) rifles and 16 Bren guns, bur 
no tracer ammunition, no grenades, no revolvers, no 
compasses and no field glasses. Their transport was 
short by three 15-cwt trucks, a water cart, and an 8- 
cwt truck. Evidently there was an emergency. At 8 
p.m. rhey were put on 15 minutes notice to move. At 
10 p.m. the notice to move was cancelled and rhey 
were told to be ready at first light. 

For the next two days the 216th Easr Surreys were on 
the River Bresle near Gamache, ten miles (16km) from 
the coast at Le Triport, bur were then withdrawn to 
Arques-la-Bataille on the river south of Dieppe. Their 
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patrols encountered probing patrols of Germans from 
time to time. Stanley Rayer, a despatch rider mounted on 
a Norton motor-cycle, was on one such early on. 

2 patrol consisted !f one l$~r 15-cult truck with a 
driver and an offcer in rhe cab, whilst on the back 
(which was open) was mounted R Bren gun - a light 
machine-gun - with also a Boyes Anti- Enk Rifle, 
 supposed!^, capable of stopping any known tank. 
Hopef;l!y this time we had t/?e correct ammunition. Si.u 
motor'ycle Despatch Riders completed these patrols, four 
in Jront and two behind.' 

Rayner carried a short Lee Enfield with five rounds 
of ammunition. They drove across a peaceful 
countryside for some distance before coming on an 
improvised road-block made of farm machines which 
left a narrow space through which they could pass, at 
least the motorcycles could, for moments later the four 
leading riders found themselves alone. The trucks were 
still behind the road-block. 

'T/x  leading despatch riders stopped.. . We stayedput 
with our engines running. Now Mac could speakjuent 
French and coming towards him was a lady on foot who 
must have been French. The next minute 'all hell' broke 
loose. BuNets shou,ered down tbe road at us like hailstones 
passing us as well as ricorheting off the roadstones.. . As 
for Mac and the ladY. thty had  complete!^ disappeared. I BELOW The First World War 

never saw thegoing a t h e m  at all.' memorial in Hangest bean a 

Rayner crawled back along the ditch to his patrol tribute to the civilian 
and the other despatch riders also made it back, one casuaities of Rommel's 
wounded. O f  the lady there is no further report. assault. (M m i w  

. . 

.-. : <;.' : 
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Thc U6th East Suneys handed over to the 4th 
ShawoodForamsandwaewithdnwnroBiineu 
h, on 31 May m become part of 1st Support 
Group, 1st Armoured Division. With 101s Light Anti- 
Airaaft and Anti-Td Regiment's 44 2-pounder & 
tankgun~,dqwaemff idthe l inebccwrenM 
in the north and Fo'g&ks-Faux in the muh. It was a 
distanceof20 mila (32lan)onchcgrounda~cyof 
about one gun evcry 800 y d s  (750m). The 4th Boda 
Regiment would be on their I& north of Aumak, 
hutbadownthestrcvndratwuthesprtoftheRivu 
B d .  The East Sunrys cook up positions along & 
r o a d s o u t h o f M m w u b k ~ ~ t , t h e g u n s  
crvaloddagtheopencountrym&ernT~4June 
was spent impmving their dchces. On Wednesday the 
bombing b. M railway station wu hit, but the 
Surreys' positions escaped nocia. Lieutenant John 
Rcdfan was sent to dl& wnpcf with the Borders 
butdqwaenotthrcThyhadbccnsnt m hold the 
rourcMrroLcHavrc,butnoonetoMtheSunrysand 
noonetodrtheirpkrheflankwasopcn. 

ThcbombiionThmday6 Juncwassupponedby 
IndincgunfirrandnowtheGermvlssmnsdto 
k n o w m d y w h u c d q w e r c . I t b o d c d i l l f b r t h e  
morrow. John Redfan was in a position on the hillside 
due swth of Aumale and avatoolring & hamlet of 
Flcuzy drrougfi which the railway m. On Friday th 
Fmch 12th Light Cavalry Rsgiment u r i d  an8 
aPMishedthansdvsinRu#lispositio~~~.Itwu 
then, at 3 p.m., that the En&hman l d  that the 
~hadalreadypencnvedtheSurreys ' frontm 
&SO~thandUkUlAbvlcouninth~~~~fWhiCh 
theFrcnchwaeanacLingswthwudcalongtherailway. 
At atmu; 5 p.m. two Gaman lorries full of in6ntry 
ame norrh, horn Rrdfads @t, and wae dacmyed on 
the road by the 2-pounder ma-tank gun. Idantry on 
f o o t f o U d c o o k c o v a w h c n c h c ~ o p e n e d f i r c  

andsprrcdayingmworkloundtheirflank5.lheBm 
guns stopped than and there was a d-ofFuntil7.H) 
p.m., neidra side having the h p g e .  Then rtfugm 
appcad,nukingtheirwayalongthemPdhomM 
a n d u p & h i l l t o t h c s o u d ~ ~ m o ~ ~ :  

' n K / ~ n ~ t ~ p p r d ~ t k ~ i n t h r & d [ o  
hir~n~andardK) , l l lOVCljnptkhCmSOtk 
GmMnrmoyrupbobindtbem.nK/pt~rrFgnron 
a h c s ~ l i n t d r o m r o f t k n o o p s d K ) , h r r d ~  
urpnnrdandlllOVCljaUdxir~n-esmvndm my+ 

~ . A b o v t t n r r n i n u t e s I a P r ~ n c b a n d + u m  
ahrown at our +a one of which bum nndmvath the 
anti-unk gun, wounding my serkdy the nnu and 
~ ~ t k g u n F i t i n g t b c n ~ n o n m y r i &  @and 
nnr. l7.w q hrrdappa+ n r c i r r L d o n r p P O n ~  
&lfw minutes mcbange o f j h  and handgmds I 
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UI CAPITA 
MVll HEROIOU 

10RERE 
UIN IS40 

demnnd u , s  nilice repeatedand again I refrrredso unit17 a 
"Heil Hitler!" nnd shouting Hurrah t h v  charged. Jrrrt 
before thg,  charged I ordered the men to+ bqlonets. The 
Germnns c l ~ n ~ e d  to nborrt jzr ?arch [4.5m], saul orlr 
bqtonetr nnd stopped.' 

Although the Surreys fired on them as they came, 
the Germans had sub-machine guns which forced 
Redfern's men to take cover and ti ring and counter- 
firing continued for a while, when the Germans pulled 
back to loot the British truck. Further exchanges of 
fire took place as darkness came and at 10 p.m. 
Redfern was able to get out of his \\reapon-pit and 
assess the situation. Four other men were alive. They 
made off to the rear but ran into a German patrol. 
Redfern was wounded and let the others go on 
without him. They were captured, Redfern was found 
next morning by the 12th Light Cavalv  and sent to 
hospital in the rear. 

Those Surreys further south of Redfern received 
the unexpected reinforcement of a squadron of the 
18th Dragon PortCs. They were on the line of a track 
that still runs \vest from the Aumale-Abancourt road 
at the summit, half-sunken, as Captain Alex Thomson 

OPPOSITE TOP The memorial 
to Captain N'Tchorere near Me 
church in Airaines. 
(MME WWW13l 

OPPOSITE BOnOM prisoners 
taken at Ouesnoy-sur- 
Airaines are marched over 
Me planked-over railway 
bridge across the Somme. 
(IWM RML 280) 

ABOVE Aumale seen from a 
position a liffle to Me north of 
Redfern's weapon pits. 
(MME wrmsI?b) 

LEFT The valley of Me Andelle 
and the mad bridges at 
Normanville. (MME wwmm) 
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runvkad like a S- lane. Together they held 
against the Rnzer Division, pmbably the 5th and not 
Rommel's 7th as foudom has is  wdl on into L d y ,  
when, before they a u l d  be surrounded, they 
withdrew. The only officer remaining unwounded in 
this group, 2nd Lieutenant John Naylor, bmught 21 
men back to BPtPlion headquartas. 

R o d  was hurrying formrb further south, 
aver the wide plains rbac separate the valley of the 
Somme from that of the Sdne. He was apprwhiag 
the defensive positions along the Riw And&. To call 
itariverismaccorditgrclterreapccrrhanthedty 
deswa;itisalvgcsaevnrathcrrhannnnasmall 
river. As a moat against an enemy it is trivial here. The 
bridge at S i ,  five mila (8km) south-wm of Forges- 
Its-Eaur, was blown by C Brigade of what was now 
Beauman Division on the morning of Svurday 8 June, 
just as 7th Rnzer a&. Rommd saw what was 
happening and while the debdm w z  engaged by 
rhe howitzer battery, 

:.. I m v n M i m d t h c r h m u Y r o f ~ t a k ~ ~ ~  
thc rfwr andjiknd a point 400+ D65mJ s d  of 
S i g y w b e t r i t d  b r j h k i . . .  dwhndgbdxrruwa*r 
k&t [lm] of- near thc eastern bank, thc$m 
tanks m e .  W i t J m t  mry aovbk ... H e ,  whn 
thcfim P- IIartemptedis iamp'nemtou t in  
miahmn, &mnmnng thc m ' n g  band all o h  
whirks. M~untwhik scmnl British soLlim had d d  
arms m ur witb hand up, a d  with heir k4, our 
nwtor-cyrulirrs Mrtrd m impmw thc ming. '  

b... - *a -- -F*= 

fiey cut down willows and plundurd the ruins of 
a railway bridge to improve the crossing and a Pvlw 
I11 came back to pull the obsmulive Pnk out of the 
warn. Just then Rommel lamed that one of his 
reco- amps had found the bridges inma at 
Nomullville and had pmentsd their being blown. 
Thc &n was d i d  to the immediate south and 
SiwasfinallyaLcnfromthewestat2p.m.withthe 
capnut of some 100 British. 

Then began a gallop for the Seine. At 8 p.m. a 
company of the Rnzer Regiment was sent to block 
any counm-attack from ~ U U I  while R o d  h i d  
intended to seize the bridges ow the Seine at Elbeuf 
lam that day. His bce~ kept running into small 
groups of British or Fmch attempting to withdraw 
southwvds. As dvknm W1 word came that the 
wesrern Bvrk was secure and off R o d  went along 
the ridge around which the Seine swings in a hu& 
meander south of Roucn. 

Wchadgmatdi~ inthcdm)nrrrandtuid,ow 
iMdcqvatr maps infiIbwing thc mute. The nok ofour 
p n r r a d c a r w r d r m w ~ t h c ~ ~ p c o p k  
f;.m heir $4, and btm&t nbnn d i n g  out into thc 
mntmuukvmrur-arBritisb ... Wcfunudsoutbath 
Athinor and mubed thc &gc of So#eua%% at midnght 
- thc$~GmMnmpsmmuhthcseine. . '  



134 

P A R T  SEVEN 
135 

F R O M  T H E  S O M M E  T O  T H E  S E N E  

The! turned west along the riverside and into the 
ABOVE From the C6te des 

outskirts of Elbeuf. The  motor-qcle Battalion was 
Deux Amants looking due 

sent ahead to rake the bridges and keep them open. At 
west towards Elbeuf, the 1.30 a.m. on Sundav 9 lune Rommel himself went . z 

ridge around which this great fonvard to see what was happening. His men were 
meander of the Seine is snarled up in traffic jams in the town. Civilians were 
'Ormed can be hurrying through the streets and over the bridges. 
right. (MME wwurona) Rommel; troops were close to the bridges but still 

hesitated to go for them. They were ordered to attack 
at once and at 3 a.m. did so. They were roo late. The  
bridges went up as soon as they advanced. The  
opportunity, to Rommel; fury, was lost. 

North of Rouen, at Isneauville, Saturday was a bad 
day for the advancing 5th Panzer. Lieutenant-colonel 
A. G. Syme of the Royal Scots was in command of 
another scratch unit, four companies of infantry a 
platoon of machine-guns and four anti-rank guns. 
Beauman ordered him to hold the road north of 
Rouen, and this he did for a full day. A German tank 
obligingly stranded itself in the middle of the road 
when it tried to rush their wire and found it mined. It 
mas nor until 7 p.m. that Syme's position was 
threatened with a flanking movement, and he then 
withdreu- to his second line of defence and continued 
to hold his enemies at bay. At dusk the Germans pulled 
back and Syme's force slipped away south of the Seine, 
leaving 12 knocked-out ranks to show there was a sting 
in the rail of the REF. The  5th Panzer Division entered 
Rouen, the louest point at urhich the/iiver was bridged 
at that time, the next day. e br~dges had been Y' destroyed. The remains of the French loth  Army the 
51sr Division with them, could now only leave by sea. 

ANOTHER BEACH 
The  German a d v ~ n c e  of \L'rcinoday 5 June at the 
sea~rard end of the Somme line had ovenvhelmed the 
men of the j l s t  Division in the front line, 
determinedly though they fought. The  7th and 8th 
Argyll and Surherland Highlanders had much too 
wide a front to hold and suffered accordingly. The 1st 
Gordons got out of Gouv, near the river, and where 
Edward I11 had crossed on the \Tray to Crecy, the 
Germans now crossed in the opposite direction. By the 
end of the day the j l s t  were on the line of the Bresle 
in the \vest and a little fonvard of it in the east. 
Fortune requested permission to pull back to the river 
but Alrmayer, bound by Weygand's orders, refused. 
Indeed, Weygand was swifc to accuse the British of 
preparing to run for home. They were, in any case. 
forced to retire across the Bresle at  Blangny as darkness 
fell on Thursday 6 June, the Lothian & Border 
Yeomanry having endured relentless attacks at  
Oisemont all day in the company of a troop of bloody- 
minded and aggressive Frenchmen in armoured cars. 

Lieutenant-general James Marshall-Cornwall had 
been sent to France as Head of No. 17 Military 
Mission a \\reek before with instructions to attach 
himself to the headquarters of the 10th Army. He  now 
cabled London to give the news thar Alrmayer was 
unable, because of technical breakdown, to 

communicate with either superiors o r  subordinates 
and what was more, to give his opinion that the 
General had himself broken down and was incapable 
of command. Marshall-Cornwall entreated Alrmayer 
to give orders for IX Corps, including the 51st. to fall 

back on the River Bethune, bur he would not. 
Meanu~hile 5th and 'th Panzer were forging south. O n  
Sarurday 8 June General Ihler, commanding IX Corps, 
received Weygand's order to fall back in the direction 
of Rouen-Les Andelys, the area Rommel was driving 
through later that day. It \vould take four days as the 
French had to slog ir on foot and their artillery was 
horse-drawn. The  j ls t ,  thoroughly motorised, could 
have done the trip in a day. but elected, in the words 
of General Fortune, to fight their way back with them 
srep by srep. By Saturday evening they were outside 

BELOW British troops take 
cover from a German aircraft 
near Blagny-sur-Bresle. 
(IWM F4m) 

LEFT German armoured cars 
at Le Trbport. (TM wmz) 

Dieppe and the nexr day news came thar they were cut 
off from Rouen. Le Havre had ro be the objective. 
Ihler agreed. 

Fortune immediately set up Arkforce at Arques-la- 
Baraille under Brigadier A. C. L. Stanley-Clarke to 
hurry west to establish an enclave at the end of the Le 
Havre peninsula. He  had 1st Black Watch and the 
sunriving men of 7th and 8th Argyll & Sutherland 
Highlanders as well as artillery and machine-gun 
units. O n  Monday 10 June Admiral Sir William 
James, C-in-C Portsmouth, arrived in Le Havre and 
decided to move rhe small craft to St Valery-en-Caux 
to improve the chances of getting the men off. That 
day Rommel was moving once more, this time towards 
the sea to cut off retreat. They were in sight of Yverot 
by 10.30 a.m. 

2 s  ule approached the main Cany-Fdcamp road 
houth-east of St Kzley] a despatch rider from the 
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LEFT Rrrrmr W No. BOl of 2nd 

Iktblan.=m- --- 
t h o b e a c h a t ~ D s l k *  
lO.Jwn.(lmnnnm 

Reconnaissance Battalion reported that Captain von 
Luck hadfound enemy tony columns on the main road 
and was rounding them up.. . It had every appearance of 
being a considrrable formation.. . A quick interrogation 
revealed that it was the beginning of 31rt French 
Division, which was to have embarked at Fdcamp that 
afirmoon.. . With my signah section I drove on in 
advance of the regiment through Les Pctiter Dalles and 
down to the watex' 

Rommel was nine miles (15km) west of St Valery- 

en-Caux. The Allies were surrounded. 
The Zndl6th East Surreys were fighting and falling 

a$&e positions. Patrob went out, saff can and motor 
cyLs to ascertain avaikability of mad. M a y  nnvr 
wrnd .. Chaotic ir a possibIr d j r  the situation. 
H m ,  wt w r d y  am'wd at up& cahd Bcauney. 
[Bcaunaj just o w  4 mi&s (7km) north of T6tes.l We 
t u m d  into the pundc of Bcnunq, a Chdrcau in a 
mo&d ana with a huge gnrn f;cu in fmnt of it and a 
mad me  lined around it.' 

The transport pulled in l i i  a wild west wagon 
circle and they took up defensive positions. No sooner 
had they seded in than, at about 6 p.m., they came 
under fire. Rwnour had it that F i  Columnists were 
the problem, but it soon became apparent that they 
were under German attack. 

'Two of my cousins in the Eat Sumy TA who 
driws in thr Tmnrport went down, undr+f;n, anddmve 
some of our trucks out to the Chdteau md We wm 
o&d inw thr trucks nady 1-0 moue on whrn our 
Drsptch &, E d  Rib got shot.. . WordrfaLd m e j r  
hr was so quietb confidntt. He m k i  be mked . . . ' 

The atrack was driven off by 7.30 and they were 
soon back on the road. Not long after they were fired 
on again. The transport was abandoned and, in small 

back to fight again against 5th Panzer. Stanley Rayner, 
like most others, was thoroughly confused. His second 
Norton cycle had been lost and, on Sunday 10 June. 
he was riding in a truck. 

'I knew not anymore where we were heading, for 
between the many French soldiers blocking our way and 
the German forces, we went hither and thither.. . Each 
stop we had to make, especially at night, we assumed 

parties, they continued on foot. 
O n  Tuesday 11 June the forces constituting M - 

Corps, the ~re"ch 2nd and 5th L i b t  Cavalry,~lst  I 
and-40th Infantry and the 51st (~ighland) ~ivision,  
had formed a defensive perimeter around St Valery-en- 
Caux from Ie Tot on the coast to the west and inland , , 

through Ingouville, Neville, le Mesnil-Durdent, 
Houdetot, St-Pierre-le-Vigier and Veulcs-les-Roses. 
with the Highlanders on the flanks and the French 
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ABOVE French and British 
troops sunender on the high 
ground west of St Valery-en- 
CaUX. IWM RML Ua) 

BELOW m e  watermills still 
border the path down to the 
sea at Veules-les-Roses. 
(MME MonlOiep9Wq 

facing inland. Rommel had spent the previous evening 
probing the British fronr near Fecamp with doubrful 
usefulness, bur now he turned his atrention to the 
western flank of the St Valery enclave. 

'On the hi/&. a mile east of Vpulettes the enemy (2nd 
Seaforth Highhnders] met us with a hea y artillery and 
anti-tank gunjire, and we bore off to the south-east. But 
the enemyjre grew in violence and heazy batteries joined 
in, so thar aN movement wasfrequmt(v pinned down.. . 
Near le fit the British had built a fortqed line and 
resistance was heavy. So tenacious ulas the enemy de$-nce 
thar hand-to-hand combat developed at many points. 

, e n ~ u / l e ,  ~ / J P  2jtlr 1'~nzcr Kc~i l~r~nr  And thrrrst 
forward to the high ground immedinre!~, north-west of St 
Valey and was using every gun to prevent embarkation 
o f  enemy troops.' 

The  coast both easr and west of St Valery is one of 
high, sreep cliffs. The access to rhe sea is limited ro a 
slender opening at Veules-les-Roses and ro rhe harbour 
and slightly broader gap in rhe cliffs at St Valery itself. 
Only rhe latrer could handle rroops in significant 
numbers, and rhe presence of the Germans on the 
cliffs meant that any atrempr to rake the troops off 
\r.ould have to be by nighr. The  Germans were now 
pressing on all sides. The  German 88mm guns on the 
cliffs engaged rhe Brirish destroyer offshore and two of 
the anti-aircraft guns were lost ro direct hits. To the 
south the Easr Surreys fell back, fighting, ro Neville 
where about 150 men took up a defensive posirion, 
and Veules-les-Roses where they had about 100 other 
ranks and three officers. Captain Tannock reached 
battalion headquarrers from Veulles-les-Roses and was 
ordered to bring the rest of them back to Neville, bur 
by the rime he tried they were cut off. At 11.30 p.m. 
orders came to move into Sr Valery itself for 
embarkarion. Rayner wrote: 

'On we went through the night coming to woo& on 
the outskirts of St Valery where, on the f ir  corner of the 
road, was a fnrm building enclosed by a wall where we 
were given a tin of McConnakies baked beans in tomato 
sauce . . . Tired and weary, turning to the right from our 
orcinal road, from the high ground we had travelled, we 
were descending on a winding roadfor . . . a smallfiching 
vilkye in a clef? between high cl@, not unlike the tuhite 
cltffj of Dover. On u~har must harz been the main road 
with hrge houses lining each side wns a Bren Gun 

Cni~ier thnt 17nd been hit a bomb or n shell and uras 
alight ~uith brrllers e.yplodii~g rrp nrld around . . . lV+ 
ducked down, g o i q  oil taking zp orrtlook positioiu in the 
toluer o fn  lnrfe hotrse. looki~ig back ~rp the rond we canie 
a/ong.. . W'P had made it. Home I L I ~ S  just around r/?e 
corner, so to spenk. ' 

The ronm was cron,ded wirh rroops. The  sea \\,as 
full of ships, more rhan 200 of rhem, bur most lacking 
radio and all blinded by the fog. HAMS Codrington, the 
destroyer covering the operation, direcred some ~ressels 
furrher easr, to Veules-les-Roses. The soldiers came 
down from rhe high ground and along rhe mill-lined 
course of \\,hat is said to be the shorresr river in France, 
pasr rhe holiday homes of the 19th-cenrury literati ro 
rhe narrow beach. A mixed bag of French, Belgian and 
Brirish boats rook rhem off. By morning 1.300 British 
and 900 French rroops had embarked. Bur from St 
Valery, very fe\v. The tug FairpLq, with nine drifters 
and a number of Durch barges in row reached the 
beach ro the west of rhe harbour soon after midnight 
and started loading. The  Germans on the cliffs above 
soon saw what was happening for the night was bright 
wirh the flames of burning houses. The  boars were 
badly shot up and only a few escaped to be towed back 
to  Newhaven. As Wednesday 12 June dawned 
Rommel was confident he had rhe situation under 
control. The troops surrounding IX Corps were 
established in depth, ready to frustrate any attempted 

break-our. The Panzer Regiment was creeping closer ro 
rhe to\rrn. 

'The tanks, concealed b y  the rmdergrowth, rolled 
slou,!l, down the narrouj winding road<, nearer and 
nearer to the j r s t  J~orrses, rmtil jnnl!lr thqy secrrred the 
western quarter of the town.. . Fires tclere blfizing all ouer 
thefnrther side of the tow11 and there zuas war marerial 

LEFT Near the mad east of 
Veules-les-Roses stands the 
memorial to the 3rd Dragons 
PortCs. (MME Monmicpsanm 

BELOW The shell-damaged 
town of St Valery-en-Caux in 
1940. (IWM RML 3ss) 
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Iying aboutcwyruhnr... WhiLtbetankswmnrm,ing 
round tberovalmn & of tbe barbour bJwanL tbe 
cnrtmr quarter oftbeown. IfiLhuddxinfinnyactuss 
t b e n a n v w ~ m t b e m n r k e t s q u a t r .  Tbemlunhrrll 
and many buildnp round b uxrr n'thrr aha'y bwnt 
out or nill burning. .. A+ minuta Lurr tbe Fmuh 

RIGHT TI# e l  1D the 
hsnch2ndCaalryMvhrkn 
StaIMlamthewgtot 

st vam-an-cw fsdng the 
obdkk or the Slst (Wighlpnd) 
Mvhrknrnw*nn#rtonthe 

m-. 
w v  

Gntrral I b h  urnv up m me wring an o d q p k z i n  
milimy ownvat.. . The GmmJ declared himufmdy 
to ampr wy ahandf i  tbe im&k capitukzhn of 
his hm. ' 

BELOW m Hbhland 
mwmr  stand^ 
alon@b a later &man 
bunka.Amrrtikawas 
dmmInthewtcammtIUd 

-wt1=w 
uamwmnm 

a 

General Forrune, unaware of this meccing and still 
hopeful of evacuation that evening, sent a message to 
Mer saying the 51s would fight on no martcr what 
the Fmch d d  do. The reply came bPdr that a 
cease-fire would begin at 8 a . a  There was no choice 
bur m comply. 

S d e y  Rayner woke m the new day. 
Wbatuwrouldsa ... tknatmoming ... baing 

sLpt on top ofa ma1 bcdfir tbe beck of a hg time, wai 
a &t of h d y  bruMrd buiI&'ngs bombed andmnjd 
T ~ I w k r r i m h a u b a d a p m y m g b t i m e o f i t .  Tbe 
cLttrwaiJunr 12th onrtbatwaim Iiwin my mentory 
fir a &ng time. 

' I t d m  hatvgmr nn&+ Our* 

justmillinga but... TbeSgtranvback.Itmvrrhau frtlinguurrindrrrribablr. Ituurrahodising. Iwai  
b m  about 10.30 am He said YK bad to h d :  h t e d  dCZPODIjmt and a+d in mrn... What 
a n d m w & m o y m u ~ a p o m a n d ~ ~ W e b a d  dmyDadtbeoldso&,berbabinng?' 
m y  ,%a&. H-, I stiU bad my fivc rmurdr of In Le Havre the mcn of Mrforce wuc shipping 
ammunition. It wai &Jkd to me a r@ tiding a mow out, laving wrakcd crampom and quipmcnt behind 
cyc&asaDnpatbR&.TosaytbatIwsbakmby than.TheGumvlrnowturnadtoumstheScine. 

I LEFT 6awd hbr, in the lapi, 
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THE FALL OF FRANCE I 

ABOVE A private memorial to 
Leutnant Jiirgen Hoesch and 
Obergefreiter Robert Preis 
stands by the 0167 Boives- 
Sains road, south of Amiens, 
where their Panzer IV was 
deslroved on 5 June. 
(MME W 1 0 1 4 )  

RIGHT An isolated memorial to 
French resistance at Fleury, 
east of Poix-de-Picardie. [MME 

WW218/m) 

ile Rommel \\,as crossing the Somme, 
Army Group A and Panzer Gruppe 
Guderian were gathering rhemsel\res for w 

the11 ~r rack  further easr scheduled for Sunday 9 June. 
O n  the right, the west, of this front Army Group B's 
Gruppe Iron Kleisr with nvo corps were to thrust 
fonvard from Amiens and PCronne on \Vednesday 5 
June, the same day as Rommel attacked the lower 
Somme front. 

The  French had adopted the strong-point strategy 
ordered by \-gand. As a method of disrupting and 
slo\ving the German advance it \vorked well, but the 
armoured. mobile strength to hit back once the 
disruption had been achieved was lacking. Kleisr's men 
broke through relatively easily, bur then had to subdue 
village afrer village. Their advance on this day was 
limited to some six to ten miles (10- l jkm) bur the 
problem \\-as solved by the success of 7th and 5th 
Panzers to the \vest who drove a great flanking cut into 
the Allied defences and by the advance to Soissons of 
the German 6th Army. The  collapse of the front before 
Paris \Isas swift. By Monday 10 June the Germans were 
across the Seine at Les Andelys and on the Marne at 
Chdteau Thierry That evening the French radio 
broadcast the news that the Government was leaving 
Paris. It moved to Tours and thence to Bordeaux. 

THETOUGHNUT 
Rethel stands on the River Aisne some 25 miles 
(40km) north-east of Reims. The Canal des Ardennes 
runs alongside the river and the valley of the Aisne 
presented as much of an obstacle as it had in the 
previous war. For the 40 miles (65km) that separates 
Rerhel from Chilons-sur-,Marne the country is open, 
almost heathland, offering immense scope to mobile 
armour, if once the moat of the Aisne \\,ere ooercome. 
The front to be attacked was benreen Chareau-Porcien 
in the \rest and Artigny in the easr with Rerhel in the 
cenrre. Eight crossing points \\,ere to be taken and 
Guderian thus released to seize the Plateau de Langres. 
Guderian was not keen on letting others take the 
crossings but  Colonel-general \Y'ilhelm List, 
commanding 12th Arm!; was not willing to put the 
panzers at unnecessary risk. 

O n  Sunday 9 June the operation began. In the 
cenrre the German XXIll Corps \\,as up against the 
14th Infantry Division of General Jean de Lartre de 
Tassigny. General Albrecht Schuberr had to allo\v thar 
they fought in a manner reminiscent of the best 

French troops at \'erdun. To [he east the 26th Infantry 
similarly held firm. Only in nvo places, on either side 
of Chareau-Porcien. had crossings been seized and a 
small bridge-head been made. Guderian proposed thar 
the entire Panzer Group be moved there by night to 
cross the next day. The  attack went ahead at 6.30 a.m. 
on Monday 10 June and made swift progress. 
Guderian wrote: 

'Once in the open the tanks met  hard!^ any resistance, 
since the new French tactics concentrated on the dejnce of 
woods and z,illages, wlrilr the open ground was 
abandoned out of respect for our tanks. Conseqzqrrent(~, our 
infinny had to jght  l~ardfor the barricaded streets and 
l ~ o w n  of the vi//ages, ud~ile then tanks, on!y sligbt!~ 

inroi~~~ri~ienced 6 1 1  the Frenr/~ nl.ti//erajring to the rear 
jam positions t h ~ y  still held on tile Rethel front, broke 
straight through to the (river] Retourne and crossed that 
swampv stream, which had been dammed, at Neuflizp. 
(Some seven miles f12km) south of Rethel.]' 

They then turned east with 1st Panzer south of the 
river and Balck; Rifle Regiment north of it. 

The power required to carry out the X'eygand 
tactics was present on this front, in the shape of the 
2nd Armoured Group or Groupemenr Buisson. I t  was 
made up mainly of the French 3rd Armoured 
Division, which had fought so determinedly at  
Stonne, and asas still a force to be reckoned with. The  
three operational battalions had benreen them some 

ABOVE German hoops clean 
up after the capture of St 
SauRieu, seven miles (11 km) 
south of Amiens, 7 June. 

(89516019) 

LEFT Tank country; 1st Panzer 
Regiment, Gruppe Guderian, 
advances, 9 June 1940. 
( 8 8 0 1 ~ A )  
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30 Chars B, 50 Hotchkiss H-39s and 40 Rcnault R- 
35s. Also available h e  yas the 7th Light Maduniscd 
D i i o n  a hastily-formed unit comprising troops who 
had survived the actions in Belgium and evacuation 
from Dunkirk They could wnmbuce 20 Hotchkiss 
H-35s in worn state and the same number of 
new Hotchkirc H-3%. as well as a couple of d m  
armoured cars. In the afternoon the 7th Light 
M o d u n i  ~unched into 1st Panzer and got as Ear as 
MCnil-LCp'iois while north of the river 3rd Annoured 
went for Pmhes to hdp 127th Inhntry withdraw. 
Guderian wrote of the day's nrmts: 

7uniyiIlr wnr nachrd in dx early ajhwon, w h  
d x m m r y r o u ~ k n l w i r h m o n g r u n t o u m i ~ ~ ~ .  
A tank bat& hboprd to dx south of/UniniIlc, which 
Wfi some trvo hovn b&m being C V O I ~  dm'& 
in ourf imt .  In dx roune of dx a jhwon  Juniuilk iwy 
wnr taken. T h M  managedpmo+ to urptum dx 
mbun of a Fmch rrgr'ment. The mmry withhw to La 
NcvuiIlr [wrcth of]uiniIL]. W%iIr the d bat& wnr in 
pmgmr~atmnpmi; in wir, rodmtqa Chrrr~witha 
captumi 47mm mti-mnk gur; all dx she& Ifind at it 
imply b o n d  lunnkuly off i a  thick armout. Our 
37mm 4nd 2Omm gum wnr equally inr&& against 
rhir adumaty... In dx Lur a j h o o n  another hay 
engagement wid mmry tank took place, tbis time to dx 
d of /w i  uilk... but we managedm beat thnn o#' 

That evening General Buirson wu o d d  to pull 
his armourad group back and it was disbanded. The 
two  hill^ were sent off to dfirent armies, each 
depleted by the day's not w d  &rts and now 
condemned to soldier on alone. The larger sxnc was 
depressing b r  the French. The Germans war now 
outtlanking this theanr on the west and General 
Huntzinger o d d  a withdrawal to a line from ILims 
to the end of the Maginot line at Montmtdy. As for 
Guderian, he wu exhausted. On muming to his 
group headquarters he a s t  h i i d o w n  on a bale of 
straw and fdl asleep. His adjutant, Licumunt-colond 
Riebel, had a tent rrccted wer him and a guvd posted 
to mure his undisnubad sleep. 

On Tuesday 11 June the drivc south continued with 
1st Panza aking La N 4  and pushing on for 
B&h&dc, a village chat was, Gudaivl ranuks, 
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RIGHT The staff car evidently 
plans to take the tourist route 
while the half-tracks stick to 
the poids lourds road in 
Langres. 2 p.m., 15 June. 
~ 1 6 9 1 1 1 A )  

familiar to him from the previous war. There, on the 
little River Suippes, the French attacked again, the 7th 
Light Mechanised's Hotchkisses acting by themselves 
and failing to slow German progress. On Wednesday 
the Germans reached Chilons-sur-Marne and so keen 
were they to advance that infantry and tankmen were 
almost falling over each other to press forward. The 
French were riven in two. Order and counter-order 
from above sent the Gruppe Guderian swinging left and 
right, but he kept one of his corps firmly on the route 
south. On the afternoon ofThursday 13 June 1st Panzer 
reached the Rhine-Mane canal at Etrepv, between 
Vitry-le-Frangois and Bar-le-Duc where General Rudolf 
Schmidt of X>iYD( Corps ordered Balck to stop to let 
the rest close up. When Guderian arrived he found 
Balck curiously coy about his positions and reluctant to 
admit to having crossed the canal and established a 
bridgehead. On discovering that Balck had disobeyed 
orders in creeping forward Guderian countermanded 
the order and reiterated his firm policy of pressing on as 
fast as possible. They reached St Dizier during the night. 

~r iday  14 June saw the Germans enter the open 
c iy  of Paris, armed with cameras and behaving like 
tourists. Guderian was still on his travels. 

;4t mi&, . . . I entered St Dizier. Thefirstperson I 
saw was my friend, Balck, seated on a chair in the 
market-place, He was looking forward to a fpw quiet 
hours a . r  all the effort of 
had to disappoint him in 
offat once and to head 

He got there, over 50 miles (85km) further south, 

that night and took the surrender of the garrison 
of the fortress on Saturday morning, with 3,000 
prisoners. The pace did not slacken. By the evening 1st 
Panzer was at Gray-sur-SaBne, another 30 miles 
(50km) south-east. By Monday 17 June, Guderian's 
birthday 29th (Motorised) Infantry Division was on 
the Swiss border. It had taken them just over a week. 
The Maginot Line was now surrounded. 

Orders were now given for Gruppe Guderian to 
swing east and north, which he was, in fact, already 
doing. In the morning of Tuesday 18 June he was in 
Belfort, the town which had stood against the Prussian 
invasion of 1870. Here the forts were still holding out. 
Guderian records: 

'The division organised an assat~lt p u p  for the 
attack on the forts and on the citadel. The battle began 
about noon. The first fort to be ruptured was Basse- 
Perches, followed by Haum-Perches, near where I was 
smnding, and the citadel itserf: The tactics employed were 
extremely simple: jrst, a short bombardment I?y the 
artilley of 1st Panzer Division; then Eckingerj rife 
battalion, in armoured troop-carying vehicles, and an 
88mm anti-aircrafi gun drove right up to the fort, the 
latter taking up position  immediate!]^ in front of the 
gorge; the rrfimen thus reached theglacis (slope under the 
w a u  without suffering any casualties, climbed up it, 
clambered over the entrenchments and scaled the wall 
while the 88mm fired into tlte gorge at point-blank 
range. The fort was then summoned to surrender, uhich 
under the impact of the rapid attack it did ... Our 
casualties were vev light.' 

BEYONDTHE SEINE 
The departure of the BEF from Dunkirk and the 
capture of the 51st (Highland) Division at St Valery i were not the end of British presence in France, nor did .,<.; I- . - ' - 5 9 . .  

it spell the disappearance of organised units. There had - 
been, of course, a number of small parties making ',? -' 

-+- their wav south over the Seine. Tohn Navlor of the ! i 
216th East Surreys had taken the sunrivors of the men 
who, with the French, had opposed the German 
advance at Aumale in search of battalion headquarters. 
He recalled: 

'. . . having no map or compass, finding it [H. Q.1 was 
drff;cult. We proceeded in a westerly direction for some 
distance. We were vey  tired and h u n m  and at a 

kd, 
farmhouse found enough e m  to give us one each. We ate > 
them raw and I have never liked raw eas since! 

'. . . Shortly afirwards, as we were half-way across an : 
open field, we heard and saw I5 or 20 German tanks ?-4 
crossing our front. W hit the ground smartly and, 

. . .~ 
fortunately, thcy did nor see us . . . As it grew darker we 
haliedfor the night. At dawn Idecided it was unlikely we 
couldjnd Battalion HQ and that it would be best to 
make for the river Seine, the next defpnsive line to the 
south . . . During the day we met other British troops 
withdrawing to the river Seine and arrived at a wood 
near the river to the east of Rouen that evening . . . The 
following morning [Saturday 8 June] we crossed the river 
by a bridge. There was a great deal of confurion, many 
rumours, and no sign of a defpnsive position being 
prepared along the river. I learnt that British troops were 
being collected at Le Mans and we made our way there 

throtrgh Alenfon: sometintes b y  truck, sometimes on 
foot . . . Of the 3 officers and 96 men of A Company . . . 
on(y I and 20 men returned.' 

More organised was the arrival of 216th The Duke 
of Wellington's Regiment and 214th King's Own 
Yorkshire Light Infantry. They had been withdrawn 
from the Abbeville sector and sent to Rennes where 
they had been loading and unloading trains. O n  
Friday 7 June they were back at Louviers, 15 miles 
(24km) south of Rouen on the southern bank of 
the Seine, as part of a group under the command of 

- 

ABOVE At Le Quiiteur, where 
the Sabne is bridged just . . \ \  - norM of Gray, a mobile 15 cm. 
gun on a Panzer I chassis 
passes through the village. 

? 

LEFT Crossing the SaBne, 
4.30 p.m., 15 June. (sssluns]  
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G e n d  Dul%ur. .The KOYLI were sent to hold the 
m i n g  at Pont de I'Arche and got embmiled with the 
flank guard of Rommel's failed attempt to get the 
bridge at E l M .  Fortunately the withdrawing French 
had omitted to akc cwo anti-tank guns and their 
crews and thcx prevented the German armour 
m i n g  the bridge. Five wmpania of Yorkshimnen 
were cut off north of the river when the bridga were 
blown, but gave good account of themsdves before 
mvugingro-get~~wimming, inbodboats  
and some making use of a footbridge over a weir. Their 
lossa amounted to only ten dead and 23 missing by 
therimeallthescragglmhadcornebock. 

The 216th Dukes were upstream, guarding 
cmsings at St P ied-Vawray ,  immcdiatdy ast of 
Louviers, and at La Andelp overlooked by Richard 
Lion-Hart's Chilrrw GaiUard and the high & that 
dominate the northern bank of the Se ie  as it swings 
through the repeated manders as it passes Rouen. 
On Sunday 9 June they were joined by a couple of 
machine-gun units from 2nd Armoured Brigade and a 
single light rank. As French idintry started to arrive at 
about 11 a.m. the Germans ap@ north of the 
river and the bridge at La Andelys was blown. 
Mortar- and shell-fire poured down, followed by a 
dive-bomb anadL Thy were forced back first to 
Bernikres and then to the nedr of the meander-at- 
Venabla. At the same time the British positions at St 
Piare were assaulted and ~~ out-flanked. The 
long line c r u d  by the winding river was bcyond the 
powers of a single battalion to d&nd and German 
troop spilled over the Seie. W~th  nightfall the 
pressure 4, only to begin again on Monday 10 
June. The W s  commanding officer, Lieutenant- 
colond Lkewdlyn, managed to find a senior officer to 

whom he could explain his men's predicament. 
Brigadia R L McOeuywas in commandof 2nd 
A n n o d  Brigade and was looking for his machine- 
gunners. He immediately pmmtcd to do what he 
could and was as good as his word. A small group of 
tanks arrived soon & and the German advance was 
checked. Their Bulks, howcvu, were now in the air 
and they were ordered back to the river Eurc d m  
-. 

It was at this sage, on 10 Junc, rhat Benito 
Mussolini decided that the Germans were going to 

win and that Italy had better join in to sccure a p h  
at the negotiating table. Hi troops a& the 
French Alpine formations and were mbusdy and 
thomugbly thrown bock. 

General Sir John Did, who became Chief of the 
lmpcrial General Staff in succasion to Ironside in 
May, had sent for Licutenant-gcneral Alan Bmoke 
immediately after hi renun from Dunkik He 

52nd (Lowland) Division which - to embark 
on 7 June and la Gnadian Division which was then 
in Norrhvnptonshire as a  serve to resist German 
f o m  invading Ezn Angliz T k  were no other 
troop to send. Bmoke was not pleased. He regarded 
the whole excKise as futile now, except for some 
possible political usddness. Rclumndy he went, 
amiving in Cherbourg on W e d n d y  12 June, the day 
a large part of hi command, the 51st. went into 
captivity. 

Brook mct W& on Friday 14 Junc W& 
con6rmed drat, as put of 3rd Army Group the British 

wue to fill back on Renna with a view to creating a 
d o u b t  in B r i f ~ y ,  an i d a  which Weygand himself 
pmnound impmxical. Brook accepnd the ordcr but 
immediardy contacted London to say that he considered 
the position hopelas and that no more m p s  should be 
sent. Sensing rcluconcc to accept his view, Brooke 
tdephoned Churchill himself and found his advocacy 
succasful. He was released from French command and 
ordered to bring out everything he could 

South of the Seine a gap had opened berween the 
French 10th Army, to which the British were attached, 
and the Army of u s .  The French 3rd Light Cavalry 
Division did what it could, but was unable to bridge 
the widening breach. Through it chc infantry divisions 
of Anny Gmup B poured towards the Loire. 

Now the long quiescent Army Gmup C was 
released from its enforced lethargy in front of the 
Maginot Line. On Friday 14 June, with the French 

ordcrrd Brooke to return to France and under the title 
of I1 Corps, rebuild the BEE In addition to the f$na 
already ova the Channd, Bmoke would have the 
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LEFT The cathedral rises 
miraculously above the ruins 
of Rouen. mim%%sm) 

TOP RIGHT Range-finding from 
the keep of the Chateau 
Gaillard. (simwnir) 

CENTRE RIGHT Refugees seek 
safety beyond the Loire - 
Gien, 19 June. ( s m i )  

BOTTOM RIGHT The Germans 
push on through Normandy. 
Panzer 38(t)s on the road. 
(IWM RML 436) 

already starting to pull back rheir interval troops as 
part of rheir attempt to establish a line in touch with 
rheir forces to the west, the attack began. With their 

-?: ..-- - backs to the wall many of the French fought bitterly, 
r ' but in four days' time the last of the fortifications had 

- 3  - 1 - .  surrendered. 

THE LAST DAYS 
De Gaulle, now Under-Secretary for Defence in the 
French government, was in London early on Sunday 
16 June to make arrangements for the evacuation of 
his government colleagues to North Africa, for Prime 
Minister Reynaud had expressed his determination 
not to give in. As he was washing in his room at the 
Hyde Park Hotel the French Ambassador, Pierre 
Corbin, and Jean Monner, a member of the French 
Economic Mission, called on him. They informed de 
Gaulle that the request of France to be released from 
the undertaking not to enter into a separate peace was 
under consideration and also that they had worked out 
a plan with Sir Robert Vansittarr, Under-Secretarv at 
the Foreign Ofice, for, as de Gaulle, reports it, 

1'' . . . a plan which does seem striking. It would consist 
of a proposalfbr the union of France and England.. . In 
theface ofsuch aproposal, made in such circumstances, it 
is possible that Ministers may wish to think again and, at 
least, postpone surrender.. . " It was clear to me at once 
that the grandeur of the thing in any case made its rapid 
realisation impossible. .. But . .. I consented . . . to do 
what I could with Mr Churchill to get him to adopt it.' 

As the day went on in a whirl of practical 
arrangements, de Gaulle was aware of the constant, 
unspoken question - what was to become of the 
French fleet? If France continued at war, as de Gaulle 
intended, the question would nor arise. After a 
Cabinet meeting that evening Churchill told de 
Gaulle that the offer of union was approved. At 9.30 
p.m. de Gaulle was back in Bordeaux. He discovered 
that Reynaud had resigned and that Marshal Petain 
had been invited to form a government. Capitulation 
was now inevitable. On the morning of Mondav 17 - 
June, under the pretext of bidding farewell to General 
Sir Edward Spears who had been attached to the 
French government, Charles de Gaulle was back at the 
airport where the aircraft which had brought him 
home was, by arrangement, still waiting. He hopped 
in, accepting exile and the leadership of the Free 
French rather than surrender. 

At 8 a.m. on Thursday 13 June, once the French 
had permitted him to come ashore, Sir Alan Brooke, 
as he now was, had set off for Le Mans where the Lines 
of Communication troops had their headquarters and 
which was the only remaining British establishment. 
He found that Generals Karslake and de Fonblanque 
had done little or nothing to reduce the number of 
non-combatant troops, the 'useless mouths', or 

. . repatriate the vast stores of ammun~tion and other 
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supplies that had been shipped to France in the last 
nine months. Indeed, the War Office war still 
behaving as if the object of the are~ise was to increase 
British presence in France, sending people out to set 
up new depots. Now that he was t c l d  from French 
command, Brooke sent the Canadians back to Brest to 
rc-embark, the 52nd Division to Cherbourg leaving a 
rarguvd at the foot of the Cotentin peninsula to 
cover their retreat and the non-combatant pam of the 
Armourcd D i i o n  to Nantes. That left some 7,000 
Lines of Communication troops at Le Mans, 65,000 
at Nantes and 20,000 at Rcnnes to be sent to 
appropriate embarkation points. 

Then followed the difficult task of disentanghg 
the British from thc French without bmching the 
instruction to co-opcrate with them. Formnatcly 
General Altmayer accepted g r a d d y  that a parting of 
the ways had wme. By the middle of Monday 17 June 
the British were moving up the Cotentin peninsula, 
157th Brigade at Avranchcs and 3rd Armoured 
Brigade at St LB. Lieutenant-general Marshall- 
Cornwcll, whom Brooke had put in command of the 
troops formerly pan of Altmaycis 10th Army, movcd 
into Chcrbourg to liaise with the French commander. 
It was Admii Abrial, former wmmvlder at Dunk& 
once more presiding over a British ckpamue. A 
defence line was set up duough La Haycdu-Puits and 



154 155 

P A R T  E I G H T  T H E  F A L L  OF F R A N C E  

Germans would see again when Rommel was 
responsible for its defence in 1944, and on which 
much American blood would be spilled. 

Rommel's 7th Panzer was ordered forward once 
more that same Monday with orders to go for 
Cherbourg. They turned west near SCes and came 
across a French column on the march. Afier a while 
Rommel himself went forward to investigate. 

'The French captain declared that Marshal PPtnin 

roadblock and came under rwry heavy artillery and 
machine-gun fire. ' 

Three vehicles went up in flames and, unwilling to 
put his men at risk, Rommel called a halt. They had. 
after all, advanced more than 140 miles (225km) that 
day Next morning time was spent parleying wirh the 
defenders of the roadblock who refused to believe that 
PCtain had given an order to lay down arms. When 
Rommel moved in ar 8 a.m. to bring the delay to an 
end the position had been abandoned. O n  they went, 
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had made an armistice proposal to Germany and had 
instructed the French troops to 4 down their arms.. . I 
then requested the French captain to f i e  the roadfir our 
advance and have his colrrmn moved off to the jeldc 
alongside it and ordered to lay down their arms andfall 

coming under fire a little further on as they made for 
Barneville. By 12.1 5 p.m. they were at Les Pieux, some 
13 miles (22km) from Cherbourg. 

The KOSB had, in the process, been thoroughly 
outflanked and at 10.15 a.m. Marshall-Cornwall had 
ordered them to fall back. The Germans were getting 
too close too fast, and the instructions went out to 
destroy vehicles. The last of the troops and their 
commander were on board the SS Manxman and 
putting to sea by 4 p.m. Rommel was, at that moment, 
congratulating himself on how well things had gone. 
As soon as the last ship had sailed the French let loose 
with everyrhing they had got. Rommel reports: 

: .. a tremendous barrage with gunr of all sizes, 
including super-heavies, into the area which we were 
holding . . . British wnrships also joined in with hea y 
naval grmr . . . T/7e positions occupied by the artillety 
battalion and AA battery came in for particularly heay 
attention and casualties soon began to mount.' 

out.  he French captain seemed to hesitate as to whether 
or nor he should do this. Anywq it took too long to get 
the French troops into their parking place and so I gave 
my column orders to move on. We now drove on past the 
French column, which stood on the road, with its guns 
and anti-tank gunr still limbered up.' 

The 7th Panzer Division drove on into the night 
and saw, far in front, the pyre of burning supplies at 
Lessay brightening the sky wirh its flames. At midnight 
thev entered La-Have-du-Puirs where thev saw 

Sotteville which, by chance, was the residence of 
the commander of Cherbourg and in which they 
discovered detailed maps of all the fortifications. It 
became clear to them that the plans now in force were 
less than perfect; they were changed at once. O n  
Wednesday 19 June Cherbourg fell. '. . . a surprising number of men in working clothes 

standing in the square and behind them a number of 
lorries laden with material. Thty were mainly civilian 
workmen, there were few troops, although several French 

At St Nazaire and at Brest the departure of the 
British was close to panic-stricken. Assuming that the 
Germans were hard on their heels, orders were given 
for personnel only to be embarked and for all vehicles 
to be destroyed. In Brest the 1st Royal Canadian Horse 

Carentin, raking advantage of the marshy ground oflcers could be seen hunying bzrsi!~ nrormd. One of 
between them, the Marais de Gorges. The  five them ran through the column direct!]! in front of mv 
battalions of French Marines were reinforced bv the car and vanished into a doorritnj! \Y/p drove on.. . I runs jrrst 

He pulled his men back and waited for the rest of 
his troops to come up. He withdrew to the chateau at Artillerv vrotested mightily against the destruction of 

5th King's Own Scottish Borderers, some anti-tank turning over in my mind the detailed deployment 
guns and scout cars and a company of Royal of the division in front of Cherborrrg, when the head 
Engineers. This was country the British and the of the column suddenly ran up against a dcfended 

ABOVE British hoops crowd 
the desks of the Guineau as it 
pulls away from Cherbourg. 

(IWM W 4 )  

ABOVE Gunner Albert Smith's 
paybook shows the date of 
his embarkation from France. 
(Courlay Albnl Smlth) 

RIGHT The British are gone; LEFT Hiler and his generals 
exultant at Compibgne on 
21 June. @inniwn~i) 

Cherbourg, June 1940. 
(IWM RML 518) 
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their guns and, as a d t  of a series of w n h s i i  
masaga, were already well on the way to completing 
the loading of their wcapons when the orda not m do 
so was w n f i d  They lost their vehicles, but not the 
guns. The last ship sailed on Monday 17 June and the 
Izn from St Naaire the n u t  day. W. Munt of the I n  
A m b b a  Car Company found himself caught up in 
the wnfUrion at St Nazaire. 

'Thm umr thsandr of Fivp then-, but our nnit 
bypad all of them (hmu or w b  w -j&d OM) 

and w h r c M  a c o k .  With a W - w n g  
number of hoops aboad w puUcd 9 fionr the 
a&&. T~GmMn$gbtmumrmmbradall~time: 
itwasauayanxirmrpoiod 

L w p t i n t o m o I c o p n  w, w~nnrddnJr 
a- &at the sea amnd uc u u r r j i d  of Br&h so& 
ctyingjhlx3p. Thiswaratngkn'&tbutwddo 
notbing. and the sh+ kqt sailing on. On riding 
En@ w b& at Falntwt. and f ind  OM what 
hrulhnppOvdatStNnur'~. Jnstaheadofw theliner 
Lancasuia, a vmrl of20.0 tons with 5 . 0  nun on 
board bad been bombed and sunk. U p &  of3.0 

dnP&mbam,bdia#lp nun*s 
m 8 ~ d l s t 8 ~  Gunner Albert Smith was still in France. In May, 
Umlw#ldlWQ in anticipation of air raids on Iraly, the 159 (Iloyds) 
L-W Battery, 53rd City of London, had brm posted to 

Salon-de-Provence, about 25 miles (40km) north-west 
of Marseille. They were taken, by train, in carrlctnuks 
down the Rh6ne valley in the warm May sunshine, 
through the vineyvd-dad hi. On arrival they found, 
to their delight, rhc cherries were ripe and rady for 
borrowing. The squadron of Wellington bombers was 
not there for long, but there the anti-aircr;lfr gunners 
stayed, apparently forgotten. As the rest of the BEF 
depvtad they were told to get out in any way they 
wuld In M d e  they found the French, unwilling 
m anpgonise the Germans, unhelpM. The dodc 
cranes wetr switched off and rhue was no hope of 
caking their vehides or guns, so breed, blocks were 
removed and trucks datroyed. Welsh wlliers traded 
with dmricity-gcnenting sations in the south of 
France, and it was on one of these that, on 20 June 
1940, Albert Smith and his comrades ldi  for Gibraltar 
and thcna for home Possibly the last orgvlised 
embarkation of a full unit from Frana. One battay of 
the 53rd City of London Regiment had been on board 
the lnncnmirr. 

The Battle of France was over. On Friday June 21 
&If Hida had the dsfacrion of seeing the Mud 
Frmch p m n t  themselves at the railway cvriagc at 
Compi&gne to acknowledge their d&t. It a p p d  
rhar the triumph was his. 

Anon., Bombu Command. %Air Min* 
~ O f ~ ~ n u n d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
dx Arir. Sepmn&r 1939-/u3.1941, London. 
HMSO. 1941. 

Garaalrrab der Hecrcr A b d q  far 
undv- 1940. 
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