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German Military Folice Units 193945

k Introduction

military policeman must be one of the least
reciated [certainly by his fellow soldiers) yet
t mdispensable military  figores in modern
orv. In the mobile warfare of the 2oth century
army could keep its vital supply convovs on the
o and its supply routes open without the

is usually expressed in expletives, then those in
wr command with a good overall
ainly valued his service

view,
witness some ol the
< expressed through the ages by field com-
wders about their MPs:
“You cannot have a good army without a police foree
wm” | Napoleon Bonaparte).
*The Field Marshall Commander tn Clief expresses Jis
s faction with the work of the Military Police, . . . The
v liness which has prevailed behind the front is divectly
buted to therr efficrency and devotion’ {'The Adjutant
eral, British Expeditionary Force, 1918],
“The Batile of Normandy and subsequent batifes would

ost on the traffic routes” (Field Marshal B. L.
ngomery, 1943/
“The Feldyiger have fulfilled their psychological purpose.
r actions have vapidly gained them a reputation . . . their
and suppord were much songht after’ (General der
ger Speidel, 1948).
The British Corps of Royval Military Police can
e its roots back tenuously as far as the Earl
hals of Norman times; and Germany's
agerkorps likewise has a long and distin-
ed tradition stretching back to the Profoss” of
thth century. In 1740 Friedrich I1 established
Feldpdgerkorps zu Pferd which shortly afterwards
its title amended (o Retendes Feldjigerkorps.
these troops were drawn men for the
wing duties: Aolomnenjiger—to control and
ect traffic routes; Kurterjiger—to carry impor-

ary policeman. I his fellow soldiers” opinion of

have heen won but for the work and co-operation of

A typical Army Feldgendarmerie NOD on traffic control duty.,
Well wra up agueinst the winter cold, he wenrs the
moto i's “tlrmf overcoal and heavy gloves. On his
standard Army issue he carries a gmm Walther Pq8 pistol
in a black leather holster. A woollen togue is worn to protect
the ears and neck., The ubiguitous t and traffic wand
indicate his status as o Military Policeman. (B, L. Davis)

tant messages and orders; Furerpiger —to accom-
pany and protect members of the Roval Family.
Shortly alter the founding of the Feldidoerkorps zu
Pferd, the Feldjigerkorps zn Fuss was lormed in 1741.
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The Feldjagerkorps served with distinction during
the Napoleonic Wars, and the Franco-Prussian
War of 1870. Alongside the Feldjigerkorps. the
Gendarmerie or civil police was to develop a military
branch of Feldgendarmerie, which grew to overtake
the Feldjagerkorps as Germany’s principal provost
arm.

On the outbreak of war in 1914 the German
armies had at their disposal 33 Feldgendarmerie
Troops, cach of around 60 NCOs and men. Like its
British counterpart at that time, the Feldgendar-
merie was ollicered by personnel on a temporary
attachment from other arms, mostly Cavalry, The
standard TIeldgendarmerie patrol consisted of a
sergeant | Obergendarm) and two junior NCOs
{Unteroffiziere or Gefredte). In addition, temporary
Lield Police or Hilfsgendarmen were employed. By

An Army Feldgendarmerie junior NCO on traffic duty on the
Eastern Front in 1942. Note once again the waterproof coat,
gorget and traffic wand, The Horch field car is typical of the
type of light vehicle used by Feldgendarmerie personnel. It is
finished in a tan colour with green and reddish-brown mottled
camouflage. (J. Charita)

the end of the Great War a total of 115
Feldgendarmerie units had been formed, and
additionally a Feldgendarmerickorps of five cavalry
squadrons for special missions, which ultimately
reached regimental strength belore the war’s end.
The conclusion of the Great War saw the
disbandment ol the Feldjagerkorps and the
Feldgendarmerie. During the period from 1919 to
1939, no military police [ormations existed in the
German army, though army street patrols policed
garrison areas.

If the overlap of functions between the Feldjager-
korps and Feldgendarmerie in the Great War seems
confusing, the multiplicity of police formations used
by the German war machine during the Second
World War scems astonishing. Among the many
existing police units were the Feldgendarmeric.
FFeld
Bahnhotswache.
numerous

Ieldjagerkorps, Geheime Polizei,

Heeresstreifendicnst, Zugwache.

Marinckusten-Polizei,  and Polizei

Schutzen Regimenter. This is without including the

numerous state  security organs. such as the




Sicherheitsdienst which were also to be found in

combat areas.

Much hated by their fellow soldiers, the German
military policemen were known by more sinister
micknames than their British counterparts, the
‘Redeaps: *Chained Dogs” and *Headhunters” were
st two ol the epithets commonly used.

Arvthe end of the Second World War, the skills of

the German Military Police were quickly apprec-
mted by the British and Americans, who used
several entire companies of fully armed Feldgendar-
men and Feldjager as auxiliaries o assist their own
Sard-pressed police formatons, 1o the chaote
conditions of the immediate post-war period the
experienced manpower provided by these troops
was of great help to the occupying authoritics.
When the German Army was re-formed 10 1955
onie of the lirst units to be established was a Military
Police Company. In 1956 these Militir Polizei were
granted the use of the wadinonal ttle *Feldjager'.
The Bundeswehr today fields Feldjager units i
each military district { Webrbereich) which in the case
d mobilisation would be strengthened by reservists.
There are no Air Force or Naval Provost units, the
Feldjager having authority over all three services.
I'he wraditional gorget and cuflband are no

In this unusual scene an Oberfeldwebel of Army Feldgendar-
merie uses an NSU Kettenkrad half-tracked motorcycle to pull
a light truck through the mire of a Russian road in the spring
thaw, The Oberfeldwebel wears the Migsll patiern Feldmitze,
The Ketienkrad was not standard issue to Feldgendarmerie
units. (J. Charita)

lomger used as identifying symbols. Instead, more in
keeping with other NATO counines, a disoinctive
white belt and pistol holster are worn:; a white
armband bearing the legend Feldjiger is also used on
duty. The wraditional Military Police branch-ol-
service colour of orange-red has been retained as
piping to the shoulder straps and underlay for the
collar patches, The beret used lor everyday duties is
in the same red colour as that used by the Brinsh
RMP: the badee worn thereon bears the traditional
cmblem of the Feldjiger, the Guards Star and
motto ‘Suum Cuigue', reinforcing the traditional links
with the Feldjiger of Imperial times.

Alihough countless hooks have been written on
the subject of the armed forces of the Third Reich,
little has appeared on the subject of the Military
Police forces, This is despite the fact that there is a
preat demand [or original examples of Military
Police memorabilia among collectors, 1t is hoped
that this book will go some way towards lilling that
gap.



Leldgendarmerie des Heeres

The Feldgendarmene was lormed on the mobilis-
aton of the German Army in 1949, [ts members
in the main, civil
policemen (rom the civil Gendarmerie (particularly
the Motorisierte Gendarmerie) and serving Army
NCOs. The command structure of the Feldgendar-
merie began at the Oberkommando des Heeres or
OKH (High Command ol the
senior ranking oflicer ol the Feldgendarmerie would
be attached. He was under the direct control of the
Quartcrmaster-General of the German Armics and
was responsible for all matters relating o the
Feldgendarmerie including  personnel  adminis-
tration, postings, cic. He was also responsible for

were, experienced  former

Army) where the

allocation of tasks 10 the
monitoring its performance, for layving down traflic

Feldgendarmerie and

regulations, and standardising Feldeendarmerie
training procedures,

The next level ol command lay with each Armee
Oberkommando, to which was attached a Feldgen-
darmeric stall oflicer responsible for Feldgendar-
merie matters within the area of that army. The
stall oflicer controlled all the Feldgendarmerie units
attached 1o that Army and was responsible for
maintaining order and discipline, and especially for
trafhic control and route maintenance during large-
scale troop movements,

Each Field Army of the Wehrmacht had under
its command a Feldgendarmene Bataillon and cach
Division a Feldgendarmerietrupp.

A wvpical Feldgendarmerie Bataillon of the
Second World War would the following
struciure:

Command Growp: one officer, one warrant officer,
two NCOs, three Other Ranks, Velueles: one hield
car, one small bus,

M T Section:
Vehteles: ome motoreyele,

Plateons { = 3): one ofhicer, three NCO drivers, 17
NCOs, ten Other Ranks. Fedieles: three motoreyles,
two motorevele combinanons, eight Kubelwagens,

Support Growpe one each NCO clerk, M T NCO,
armourer NOO, cook NCO), cook OR, armourer
OR, clerk OR,
Vifucles: two » acton vehicles, two » 3-ton vehicles.

A wypical Feldgendarmerietrupp in an Army
Division

have

MNCO), Other Ranks

one ficld car.

one 1|II'1'r

cobbler: and fTour drver (ORs.

would be as
follows: commanding, ofhicer
platoon  commanders, three NCO motoreyele
drvers, three OR motorevele drvers, eight NCO
drivers, lour OR drivers, 14 OR drivers and 30
NCOs. Vehicle allocation to a typical Feldgendar-
merietrupp in an Armoured or Motorised Division
would comprise: six solo motoreyeles; four motor-
cycle (sidecar with an MGgq or
MG g2 machine gun ;17 light ficld cars (usually the
VW *Kubelwagen™; two = 2-ton vehicles (gen-
crally a heavy held car such as a 4 =« 4 Horch or

(i ths case Armoured

one  oflicer [wi

combinations

I'l-u]:l:mnn Hans Hauser as Chef der Feldgendarmerietru
458 during an inspection trip in Sicily 1942 Note that on
tropical field dress worn on this occasion anly the shoulder
strap Waffenfarbe indicates his Feldgendarmierie status; no
sleeve eagle or enfMband are worn. From pho phic
evidence it would appear that the use of full Feldgendarmerie
sleeve on the tropical dress was very rare. Hauser
luter won hit's Cross on 6 May 1945 when serving in 55«
Panzer-Grenadier-Regiment 4 ‘Der Fihrer' with the ‘Das

Reich’ Division. (Hans Hauser)
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Steyr: and two % g-ton vehicles (usually an Opel
Blitz or similar light truck).

Personal armament of the Feldgendarmerie was
initially restricted o light weapons. A wide range of
attomatic  pistols was  used, NCOs and men
normally carrying a Walther P38 or a Luger POS,
whereas officers often lavoured the more compact
Walther PP or PPK. Most NCOs carried the
MPs8/ 40 machine pistol, and while the Mauser
Rargbk rifle can be seen in wartime photos of
Ieldgendarmerie personnel. it was not widely used.
['he superb MGgq or MGz belt-fed machine guns
were also used by Feldgendarmernie units as a
vehicle weapon or lor defending road blocks. As the
war drew towards 1ts end, many Feldeendarmeric
personnel lound themselves thrown into froni-line
the

¢ saw [requent use (see the report of Heinz

combat, and deadly Panzerfaust anti-tank

:-Hril'l:'[i
Heuer's success against Soviet tanks in the battle for
Berlin

Former policemen dralted into the Feldgendar-

merie were allocated military ranks in keeping with

their lormer |:u||i||'1- stiius as follows:

Linteroff et i I ."a.";'.-.ll.-l'.-.'.' H I
Feldwebel der Feldoendarnerie

berfelhoehel ey el
Stabsfeldwebel der Feld

T TN T 1

Cyberwachtmesier ...,

Jinr il e

Bewirkswachtmesier ... ... i

Havptwachimeister ... mendnrnnirie

Mewster/Obermcisics heuinanl der Feldoendarmerie

Lre '!.ll:'Llill' Qe e L S Serleituant der Fa "u.".;'r:m'.-.': REFiLE

I'he Feldgendarmerie, in military terms, had
sirmlar ||"-»|:|utl-:'l|1ih'|'lr:~ 1w the Ur.-!'r.'.'.'ﬂ__lpllrme'.l;er' in

wvilian life. Amongst the many and varied 1asks ol
the Feldgendarmene were the lollowing (by no
neans a complete Lise):

I'raffic control; maintaining military order and
liscipline; collection amd escorting ol prisoners of
var;  collection and  redirection ol stragelers:
prevention of looting; supervision and control of
wilian populace in occupied areas: disarming
wilians; checking captured enemy soldiers lor
locuments, maps or other uselul information:
hecking papers ol soldiers in transit or on leave;
ollection of fallen enemy propaganda leaflets and
provention ol  distribution  of such  material;
searching lor shot=down enemy iliers; providing
strect patrols in occupied areas: prevention of
sabotage; control ol evacuees dunng retreats: duties
il a security nature in co-operation with the Gehemme
monitoring

Feldpolizet (1.0, counter-espionage,

A standard model 1936 Feldbluse of an Army Feldgendarmerie
ODherfeldwebel. All the insignia are machine-stitched o the
tunic with the exception of the shoulder straps which are
removable,

politically suspect  persons, ewl; apprehending
dleserters: border control; .|1|II'-Fr:|| tisan dutics, Alter
the |'H'|!'I|_|'I-il;|i1.l|| of Crechoslovakia and Poland.
Feldgendarmene training schools were set up in
Prague and m Littmannstadt-Gornau,

The Feldeendarmerie’s anthority allowed them
o pass throngh secured areas, roadblocks, guard
posts, ete, and o conduct searches ol both personnel
and property wherever deemed necessary, and in
doing so they could commandeer assistance from
anv other military personnel. In the event of
dispute, any Feldgendarme held superiority over
any other soldier of similar rank from any other
branch of the services. Although, like military
policemen ol any nation, the Feldgendarmerie were
best remembered by the common soldier as sirict
disciplinanans, ever ready to pounce on an
‘innocent” squaddie, there is no doubt that thenr

greatest contribution to the war eflort was the



A close-up of the Feldgendarmerie gorget and sleeve eagle;
note the well-detailed stitching of the later. Many nri;iui

examples of the Feldgendarmerie gorget still have the
luminosity on ihe painied details even after go years or more.
(B. L. Davis)

control and security of supply routes to the front
line. In this respect the Feldgendarme was no
different to the MP ol any other nation; no army
can lunction without secured supply routes and
ellicient trallic control.

Towards the end ol the war, many Feldgendar-
men lound themselves used as front line combat
troops in desperate defensive or counter-attack
movements, particularly on the Eastern Front.
Several Feldgendarmen were decorated for gal-
lanwry during these hectic days. The following
soldiers were awarded the German Cross in Gold:
Maj. Werner Weber (Feldgendarmerie Abteilung
682): Leutnant der Reserve Peter Scholz (Feldgen-
darmerietrupp 1544 ): Obergefreiter Hans Schlotier
{Bahnhofswacheabteilung 2); and Oberleutnant
der Reserve Johannes Kandziora (2/Feldgendar-
merie Abt 331).

The most highly decorated of all
Feldgendarmen was Leutnant der Feldgendar-
merie Heinz Heuwer, decorated for his heroism
during the battle for Berlin in 1945; Heinz Heuer
was the only Feldgendarme o be decorated with
the coveted Knight's Cross of the lron Cross.

SErving

(Former Feldgendarmerie officer Hans Hauser was

also awarded the Knight's Cross, but at the tme of

the award was serving as an 55-Sturmbannfihrer
with a Wallen-55 Panzer Grenadier Regiment. )

i

joining  §5/Flak Regiment 12 in

According to Herr Hever, in these late days ol the
war Feldgendarmerie personnel caught by the
Soviets could expeet short shnlt; indeed, rumours
abounded of a “bounty” offered for the head ol any
Feldgendarme taken. Certainly these rumours were
taken seriously by the Germans: each Feldgen-
darme was issucd with a second Sofdbuck (1D or *pay
book’) Talsely showing the holder as an “ordinary’
soldier whose capture would be uninteresting to the
Soviets. When capture was imminent the Feldgen-
darme would merely throw away his duty gorget
and real Soldbuch and on capiure present his fake
Soldbuch in the hope of avoiding execution. This
makes the tale of Hener's actions in the last few days
of the war, and his eventual capture even more
impressive,

Leutnant der Feldgendarmerie Heinz Heuer
Heinz Heuer was born in Berlin on 2 August 118,
He began his military service at the age ol 18,
Daberive
subsequently 1o/Flak Regiment 32 in Berlin, On 1
November 1938 he joined the Police and atended
several Police Training Schools before joining the
Techmeal Police School in Berlin to complete his
instruction. Assigned to the Ordnungspolizei HQ),
he was subsequently attached 2. b.V." (lor special
Foreign  Ofhce the
OKW/Abwehr foreign department. During the
witr Heuer served on all fronts and saw action with
the famous ‘Brandenburgers’

1945 Heuer as a  highly
Oberfeldwebel der Feldgendarmerie leading a
small Kamplgruppe in the defence of Berlin, Heuer
and his group were called before Gen. Krebs on 16

and

duties! w the and o

SaW experienced

April 1945 and given a speaal task. A suspected
Russian command post in a certain area was (o be
‘cleared out’, and Heuer, with a small band of
around 28 men, was to do the job. When searching
for the enemy post, Heuer and his men encountered
an encmy tank unit around 4o strong, On the night
of 21 April, Heuer and his men surprised and
overcame the guards on the Russian command post
and captured many maps and mmportant docu-
ments, On his return Hever and his men came upon
others from their group in action against the enemy
tanks spotted carlicr. They joined the action; and of
the 27 enemy tanks destroyed, Heuer's personal
score came (o an amazing 13, achieved using the



‘Panzerfanst” hand-held anti-tank projectile, On his
successiul return Heuer reported to Gen. Krebs and
ilormed him of his unit's achievements. Krebs was
delighted with the caprured Soviet material and
Heuer's destruction of so many enemy tanks; and in
the presence of Gens. Krebs, Burgdorfand Fegelemn,
Heuer was decorated with the Knight's Cross, He
was also given a field promotion to Leutnant der
Feldgendarmene.

Following the success of his mission, Hever was
given a further special task: to take a personal
Hauptfeldwebel Heinz Heuer, the sole serving Feldgendar-
meric recipient of the Knights Cross of the Iron Cross. In this
photograph taken prior to his award-winning actions, Heuer
wears the standard Mugah pattern Army Feldbluse; noie thai
at this late stage of the war, no arm eagle or cuffband are worn,
only the orange piping indicating Hewer's status as a

Feldgendarme. Note the whisile lanyard on the right shoulder,
and the Diriver's Badge in gold on the lefi sleeve. (Heinz Heuer)

o

Hiler to S5-Gen. Felix Stetner.

Heuer set oll by motoreyele, but was captured by

message lrom
Soviet troops. In the style of the best spy stories,
Heuer managed to chew up and swallow the
message belore the Soviets could stop him. The
Soviets were in no mood to take prisoners and
Heuer, together with some other captured Ger-
mans, was given a spade and told to dig himself a
shallow grave. Execution was to be immediate,
Having completed this most macabre of tasks, the
doomed Germans were allowed a last cigarette. In
the next few minuies an arullery barrage came
crashing in, forcing the Soviet guards o take cover,
and Hewer and his comrades made good their
ihe
afterwards, Heuer soon ound himsell in Sowviet

escape.  However,  as war ended shortly
captivity again. He was held first in Tscheljabinsk
in Siberia, and then ata punishment camp in Oms.
With the help of a Russian woman doctor, Heuer
was able o arrange repatriaton to Berling once
there, however, he was denounced to the GPU and
arrested once again. Severely debilitated after his
captivity, Heuer now weighed a mere six stone
(about 85lb). Luckily, with the conmvance of a
sympathetic Russian officer, Heuer managed to
escape once again and made his way to the Western
Zone,

Heuer's military decorations included the Iron
Cross 2nd and st Class, Wound Badge in Silver,
East Front Campaign Medal, War Merit Cross 2nd
Class with Swords, Driver’s Badge in Gold, wwo
Gold and three Silver Tank Destrocton Awards
and the Knight's Cross. Alter the war Heuoer
returned to a police career. He was still alive at the
tirme of writing.

Uniforms and Insignia

The special identifving insignia worn by the
Feldgendarmerie were as lollows:

Headgear: Orange-red Waffenfarbe was worn Iy
Feldgendarmerie troops as piping to the crown and
cap band of the Schirmmutze or peaked cap and as
an inverted chevreon of braid over the cockade on
the peaked
Einheitsfeldmutze, Uniform: The orange-red Wal-

side  cap  and  solt tropical
fenfarbe was also used as piping w the centre of the
collar patch bars, to the shoulder straps for NCOs
and other ranks, and as underlay o officers’

shoulder straps. In addition to the Wallentarbe, the
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A ked cap—Schirmmiitze—of an Army Feldgendarmerie
officer. Piping to the crown and cap band is in orange-red
Waffenfarbe. NCOs' versions were identieal but for the use of
a black patent leather chinstrap retained by two black buttons
in pluce of the officer’s silver chin cords.

Feldgendarme was identified by the Polizei-patiern
upper left sleeve eagle. This consisted of a machine-
embroidered spread eagle and swastka within a
wreath of oakleaves, The swastika was executed in
black thread, the rest of the insignia in orange-red
[or other ranks and i silver thread (or oflicers. On
the lower lelt sleeve was worn a cultband bearing
the legend ‘“Feldgendarmente” in Gothic script, The

band was woven in brown artificial silk with gres
woven edging and letering, Variants exist in gres
machine embroidery on brown lelt, with no edging
this type is commonly reproduced, but with braid
cdging); and a rare specimen is known on a field
ey backing,

I'toops [rom  other branches of service on
temporary altachmemt o the Feldgendarmeric
wore i special armband in green cloth with the
legend “Feld/Gendarmerie” in two lines of orang
seript. Both woven and embroidered versions are
known.

Probably the best known ol all identifving
leatures of the Feldgendarme was the duty gorget on
Ringlragen. "This was a hall-moon shaped thin sheet
metal stamping with a raised edge for strength, ht
was hmished in a silver-grey colour and featured at
cach tip a standard stuppled-finish button painted
in luminous vellow-green. In the centre was a larg
spread eagle and swastika, also in luminous finish,
dark grey the

\ legend
‘reldgendarmerie’ in luminous Latin seript letters.

OVeT A scroll  hearing
The reverse of the gorget was usually covered with
field grey eloth or card, and had a (lat “tongue’ in
the centre which was slipped into the tunic
buttonhole w prevent the gorget lrom swinging
about. The gorget was suspended by a neck chain of
plain Hat links.

Above The standard Army-pattern ‘Feldgendarmeric’ cufl-
band, machine-woven in the so-called ‘Beve’ style in brown
artificial silk with grey edges and lettering. The reverse of the
cuffband is a mass of grey threads, rather than the
‘chequerboard” effect normally found on most $5-type Bevo
cufThands.

Below Rarer, though less sought afier by collectors, is this
machine-embroidered pattern. The grey thread letters are
embroidered on a brown felt band, This type is commonly
reproduced, but usually with silver braid edging.

L4



da Army Feldgendarme walks through the shattered streets
of Brussels in May 1944. Although rather faded, the original
dlearly shows the Arm eagle and ‘Feldgendarmerie’ cufThand

AsEr
[ o
-

._.l’-h.-

% LY
I-#ﬁimr

@ _ 4

w—*v--
being worn. The lack of NCO Tresse on the tunic collar implies
that this is a private soldier. He is armed only with an

automatic pistol, (J. Charita)
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The cagle and woven
Feldgendarmerie cullband were withdrawn from
wear in 1944. This may have been for economy, but
it seems likely to have been for security reasons. As
previously mentoned, Feldgendarmen were issued
with two Soldbuchs to help disguise their identity
when captured. Whereas the true Soldbuch could
be easily discarded, machine-stitched insignia could
not be so easily removed in a hurry. As it seems that
only Feldgendarmerie troops were specifically
mstructed  to remove the special identifying
insignia, security would appear to have been a
prime factor.

Polizer-style  sleeve

Feldjagerkorps

By 1943 Germany's fortunes were on the turn.
Military reverses were common on all fronts; and,
naturally enough, the morale of the German
soldier, for so long used to easy victories, began o
drop. Many able-bodied men made every cffort
passible to avoid service at the front line, especially
in Russia, All measures taken to arrest the decline in
morale fell well short of target. Strong measures
were called for; and in November 1943 an entirely
new force was created—the Feldjagerkorps. Al-
though it carried the traditional utle of the
Feldjiger of the Imperial Army, its functions and
authority were far removed from those ol its
Imperial forebears. These men were to be no
ordinary military policemen.

All men taken into the Feldjager had at leasi
three years' front line combat serviee and had won
at least the Iron Cross 2nd Class. Their ranking
ofhicers were also required to have had considerable
experience at senior command levels. These men
would know how the common soldicr *at the sharp
end’ felt; and would thus have the moral stature for
their difficult work. These were military men,
hardened by experience, who would brook no
political interference with their duties.

The Feldjagerkorps consisted of three Feldjiger-
kommandos:  Feldjagerkommando 1, lormed in
Konigsberg, was commanded by Gen. der Flieger
Ernst Miiller. Feldjagerkommando [1, formed in
Breslau, was commanded by Gen. der Pan-
zertruppe Kempl, Gen. der Infanterie von Oven

12

el N o N

and Gen. Moser. Feldjagerkommando 111, formed
in Vienna, was commanded by Gen. der Infanterie
von Scheele, Gen, der Infanteric Grase, and
ultimately by Gen. der Flieger Speidel.

The basic Feldjager unit was the patrol or “Streife’
comprising an officer and three experienced NCOs.
Each Feldiigerabteilung had approximately 50 such
patrols, lormed into three companies. Five such
Feldjagerabteilungen  comprised a  Feldjgger-
Regiment; and cach Feldjagerkommando had one
such Regiment under its control.

The Feldjagerkorps was answerable only to the
Oberkommando der Wehrmacht, and thus s
authority was great. The commanding officer of a
Feldjagerkommando had equal status to an Army
Commander, with the authority to execute
punishment on all Wehrmacht —and Waffen-S88
personnel. Although his disciplinary authority was
great the Feldjager could not interfere with military
decisions. In case of dispute the Feldjiger were fully
entitled to settle any arguments at gunpoint.

Both Feldjagerkommando | and Il saw out the
war on the Eastern Front, so records of their
activities are extremely sparse. Feldjagerkom-
mando 11 ended the war in the West, however, and
its commander, Gen. der Flicger Speidél, survived.

The Feldjiager operated approximately 12 miles
behind, and parallel to, the front line. Their
function was to preserve order and discipline,
prevent panic retreats, and act as a ‘safety net'.
Patrols on all routes leading back from the front
(including rivers etc) collected stragglers and other
superfluous manpower and sent them back to stiffen
the front line, Scattered elements of units which had
taken a hammering at the frony, and individual
stragglers, were olten assembled at collection points
into ‘ad hoc' units. At the same time deserters were
apprehended and dealt with, and escaped enemy
POWSs rounded up. With their immense powers,
Feldjager would think nothing of rounding up the
hated party functionaries or ‘Golden Pheasants’
and sending them to the front.

Working in close co-operation with local Army
Commanders, the duties of the Feldjager could also
include: traffic control, including reconnoitring and
marking of harbour areas; arranging removal of
bomb debris, ete, to keep routes open; assembling
quick-reaction units (including commandcering
civil vehicles where necessary) in the case of enemy



parachute landings; checking soldiers’ leave papers
in the search for deserters; and supporting local
Volkssturm units,

Elements of Feldjagerkommando 111 were the
last German troops to lay down their arms after the
Second World War, When troops in the south of
Germany surrendered to the Americans, the US
forces realised that with huge numbers of German
personnel surrendered or attempting to surrender,
the Feldjiger could be of great use in maintaining
order. The Oberbefehishaber Siid, Generalfeldmar-
schall Kesselring, agreed to put his Feldjager at the
disposal of the US Army: and for several weeks after
fully armed and
erpuipped—remained on duty, Their tasks ineluded
overseeing German adherence o the cease-fire:

the cease-fire the Feldjager

maintaining order among German troops; main-
taining order in occupied arcas; controlling trafhic:
and collecting individual stragglers. Feldjagerkom-
mando 111 finally laid down its arms as late as 23
June 1946,

The Feldgendarmeric and Feldjager were the
principal provest units of the German Army in the
Second World War. A number of other lesser units
also provided provost support, and these are brielly
described in the following sections,

The exceptionally rare warrant disc of the Geheime Feld
Polizei. Note the circular rather than oval shape, and the use of

Army rather than State-pattern eagle and swastikn on the
obverse. [Peter Groch)

Uniforms and Insignia

No special tunic insignia in the form of distinetive
Wallenfarbe, sleeve eagles, cullbands, ew., were
introduced. The Feldjager wore normal white
infantry Wallenfarbe piping. A special shoulder
cvpher in the form of a monogram ‘Fj" in Latn
seript was produced, but it is unknown 1o what
extent, il any, this was ever worn. A red cloth duty
armband was worn bearing the legend Oberkom-
mando der Welrmacht{ Feldydger in two lines of black
Latin script.  Photographic evidence  seems 1o
indicate that although this ok the form ol an
armband or brassard, it was worn on the lower leli
sleeve in the position in which a cuffband would
normally be worn. The principal identifving
insignia of the Feldjiger was, as lor his Feldgendar-
merie counterpart, the gorget. The Feldjager gorget
was identical in appearance and design to that for
the Feldgendarmerie, the only difference being in
the seroll legend reading Feldjigerkarps.

Geleinee Feldpolizer

The Geheime Feldpolizei— GelFePo or GFP— were
Germany's ‘plain clothes” military police, some-
what similar o the British Special Investigation
Branch (SIB) of the Military Police. It was formed
in 21 July 1939 by order of the chiel of the
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Oberkommando der Wehrmacht, Generalobersi
Wilhelm Keitel. Members of the GFP were classed
as Wekrmachtsbeamten or *military ofhicials’.

The Geheime Feldpolizel was commanded by a
Heevespolizetchef or Chiel of Army Police, who was
attached directly the Oberkommando  des
Heeres: initially this post held a rank equivalent 1o

[

the military rank of major. Subordinate to the
Heeresfeldpolizeichef but also carrying a status
equal o major was the Feldpolizeidirektar. This
otheial reported o Armee Oberkommando level
and controlled a Geheime Feldpolizen Grappe, There

were no  C‘other rank’ grades in the Geheime

Feldpolizei as initially  formed: Any  non-
commussioned personnel required were drawn from
available troops commandeered as  “Hilfi-

Feldpolizeibeamten” or ‘auxiliary field police oflicials’.
Lhe rank grading for Heeresfeldpolizeichel was
upgraded to the equivalent of Oderst (colonel] on 24
July 1930, The structure was once again reformed
after the Lultwaffe gained its own Geheime
Feldpolizei in 1943, The new structure of ranks was
as lollows:

Feldpalizeichel der Wehrmacht ... Glenevulma g equivaleni

Heeresfeld polizeichel s berst
Obereld palizeidivekuo Chberstlentnan
Feldpolizeidirekior Magoar

Feld polizei kommissar ..., Hanptmanm
Feldpalizeiobersekrenar finspekior ... Chberlentrn
Feldpalizeisckretr . wrsnsnnnssas o linirin
Feldpalizeiassisiam PP ¥ | {4 i

The lunctions of the Geheime Feldpolizei were
many, and included counter-cspionage, counter-
sabotage, detection of treasonable activity and
counter-propaganda. The Geheime Feldpolizel
also assisted the Army legal system in investigations
for courts martial.

Olhcials of the Geheime Feldpolizei, largely
recruited from the Criminal Police, had similar
authority 1o those of the Polizei and Sicherheis-
dienst. In carryving out their duties they could wear
whatever civilian clothes or uniform was considered
appropriate. Each member had, in addition to his
1D disc and Sofdbuch, a pass in green card showing
his photo in civil and military dress, and a police
warrant disc.

By virtue of his special identity papers, the GFP
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olhoal was entitled 10 pass through  militarn
roadblocks; enter military buildings; utilise military
signals  and  communications  equipment;  com-
mandeer military vehicles; procure military sup-
plies and accommaodation wherever necessary in the
exccution ol Ius duty; and use public transport
systems free. Some ol the general tasks allocated 1o
-the GFP ofheial could include: personal escort 1o
various military VIPs; assistance (o state security
personnel in counter-espionage work: interrogation
ol captured enemy soldiers; detection of enemy

A shoulder strap for a Hauptfeldwebel of Army Feldgendar-
merie attached to the Geheime Feldpolizei; the eypher is in
silvered metl. Personnel on temporary attachment to the
GFP wore only the cypher pinned to their normal shoulder
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aliens using German 1D/uniforms, ete.; securing of
telegram and mail [acilities on entering enemy
territory; securing of railway terminals; searching
out enemy racio equipment and signal detection;
rounding-up inflammatory and libellous materials:
precautionary  measures against rail sabotage;
detection of enemy agents dropped by parachute;
assistance at customs posts against smuoggling;
watch on river traflic; prevention of unauthorised
travel: checking travel papers; watch on neutral
personnel (e, diplomatic and military attaches,
ete. ) and on foreign newspaper correspondents, ete,

The overlap between some ol the duties of the
Feldgendarmene and Geheime Feldpolizer s clear
but by no means unique, as some overlap between
the work ol all security agencies is inevitable,

Uniform and Insignia
The official uniform of the Geheime Feldpolizei was
the ficld grey of the Army administrative oflicials
[Heeresheamten) with the ollowing distinctions:

Collar patches: dark green, bearing normal Litzen,
with Ceranblan ( grey-blue ) arm of service piping (also
used by Army Justice ollicials) on three edges (not
forward edge). Shoufder Straps: standard Heeres-
beamten straps, with Grawblay piping and the
monogram ‘GFP in stamped white metal letters.
This monogram was also used on standard Army
straps by auxiliaries on temporary attachment to
the GFP. Cuffband: a black woven cuffband exists
jem wide. bearing the legend ‘Geheime Feldpolizer in
woven aluminium thread Gothic seript, Intended
[or wear on the lower left sleeve, it is uncertain if this
piece of insignia ever saw general issue.
Warrant dise: a series of warrant dises was introduced
for German Police personnel. Two such types, those
for the KriPo (Criminal Police —Staatliche Kvimmal
Palizert and GeStaPo (Geherme Staals Polizoi—5ecret
State Police s are fairly well known to collectors, The
GEP dise, however, is much rarer and of a different
stvle. Round rather than oval, it carries on the face
the Army rather than the State national emblem.
The reverse carvies the legend “Oberkommande des
Heeres” in block Latin seript around the upper cdge
and “Creherme! Feldpolizet” in two lines in the centre,
Below this is the bearer’s number, The disc is struck
m silver-coloured metal.

Although little is recorded about the activities of
the GEP, at least two of its personnel served with

sufhicient distinection o be awarded the German
Cross in Silver (awarded [or meritorious conduct
rather than combat gallantry ! Oberfeldpolizeidir-
ektor Dr. Roman Loos, whose appointment was
Lertender Feldpol. Direktor, Oberbefehlshaber Stidost; and
]|c'rrt'sii'ldp-u]i'.f_'l'ilnt'i.-i.! er Karl Ziegler.

Other Armry Police Services

Headguarter Guards

Personnel assigned to guard duties at headquarter
buildings were issued with an adentlving gorget
from 1947 onwards. It was of identical consiruction
to the Bahnholwache gorget (deseribed below),
Bearing the unit number in the centre; in this case,
however, the scroll bore the legend * Kommandantur
in Gothic seript,

These Headguarter Guards had considerable
authority within their own areas, One friend of the
author, a former SS-Unterscharfubrer in the
‘Leibstandarte Adolf Hitder', recalled being arres-
ted by a voung feuinant of Kommandantura troops
accompanicd by a junior NCO. Having produced
his papers on request he was told that they were not
happy with them, and was escorted o the Berlin
Kommandantura, where he was held in the cells for
over 14 hours. Only by causing such a commaotion
as to become i real nuisance was he able to persuade
his captors to contact the ‘Leibstandarte’s” Lichter-
felde barracks, where the duty NCO was able o
vouch for him and arrange s release, but without
any apology for his unwarranted arrest. The arresy
of a4 member of the Wallen=-55 in the home town of
Feldgendarmerie tactical vehicle markings. The standard
insignin used was a rectangular box mounied on two ‘wheels’
indicating the motorised nature of these troops. In the first
type was a cross and letter ‘0" above, for Ordaungsirappe. The
more Commen featured in the centre a stylised traffie
wand, These insignia would be painted in black on light-
coloured vehicles and in white on dark-painted vehicles,
usually ted on the left wing. The Feldgendarmerie of the

‘Hermann Giring' formations used a white dise bearing the
letters ‘Fg' in hlue,
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Hitler's ¢lite *Leibstandarte®, and his rather cavalier
treatment, that these Kommandantura
guards were by no means shy of using their
authority in any case where they felt justified in
doing so.

shiows

Heeresstreifendienst
The Army Patrol Service tasked  with
maintaining order and discipline in garrison areas
lincluding occasional traflic control dutics), No
spectal insignia were introduced for these troops,
but a duty lanyvard was worn and special 11D was
carried.  Patrols had authority over all Army
personnel (including administrative officials) in
their arcas, with the exception of officers of general
rank. Any oflenders could be reported by the patrol
to the military authority responsible for the soldier
or, 1l this was too distant, the patrol could specily
punishment and have it carried out by the nearest
competent authority. Any soldier found without
proper identification could be arrested by the patrol
and escorted to his unit for punishment.

Soldiers in the area could be called upon 1o assist
the Heeresstreifendienst in the execution of its duties

wis

and failure o assist was a punishable offence.
Patrols were armed with machine-pistols and could
use these to maintain good order and discipline if
the situation was regarded as serious. Like all
military policemen, the Heeressireilendienst were
expected 1o carry out their tasks with tact bu
hrmness, and show a good example 1o other troops.
The Luoftwalle and Kriegsmarine also had street
patrals, but all were combined in 1941 to become
the Wehrmachwstreifendienst, and formalised train-
ing was established in 1944,

Bahnhofswache

The Bahnhofswache were soldiers responsible for
policing large rail centres. Among their duties were
the  checking of travel papers and  identity
documents, directing  military personnel, and
generally assisting in the security and smooth flow
ol traffic, Bahnhofswache were also used o screen
train passengers, hunting for deserters or soldiers
absent without leave,

Gorget of Zugwachabreilung This basic style is very
similar to that of the Feldgendarmerie. All of the insignin are
attached to the backplate by flat prongs, (F. J. Stephens)
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As a badge ol office, Bahnhofswache troops wore
a light metal gorget similar to that worn by the
Feldgendarmerie, being a half-moon shaped sheet
ol stamped metal with a rolled edge. In the centre
was a4 Roman numeral indicating the Wehrkries or
Military District number above an Arabic numeral
indicating the unit number, Both these numerals, in
luminous linish, were sited above a dark grey scroll
hearing the luminous inscription ‘Bahmhofswache' in
Gothie seript. In cach corner was a closed wing
cagle, also in luminous linish. The gorget was
suspended around the neck with a plain link chain
ientical o that used on the Feldgendarmerie
gorget. The reverse was normally covered in a lield
grey cloth, As an allernative 1o the gorget an
armband could be worn: it was in yellow cloth with
the legend “Bahnhofwacke’” in black Latin script.

Zugwache

The Zugwache were Army troops assigned [or duty
to police military trains and rail centres through
which large bodies of troops passed. Their duties
included the maintenance of order and discipline,
escorting trains used by High Command Stall, and
puarding trains passing through enemy territory.
As the war progressed and partisan activity and
subotage increased, the Zugwache troops became
essential 1o sale troop movements,

As a badge ol office, the Zugwache troops wore a
duty gorget. similar to that of the Bahnholswache.
In the centre was the monogram “WHB (*Wach
Bataillon') over an Arabic numeral denoting the
unit number, The scroll bore the legend *Jugwacke
in Gothic seript. A variation of this gorget exists
having only a number and no monogram in the
centre, and the legend “Jugwachabteilung” on the
seroll, As with the Bahnhofswache, an armband
could be worn in lieu of the gorget.

P . #
Hungarian Gendarmerie
These troops  were  nol, of  course, German

personnel, but are mentioned here because they
fought alongside their German allies on the Eastern
Front and wore a German-made gorget similar to
that of the Feldrendarmerie.

The Hungarian Gendarmerie was originally
formed in 1881, and during the Second World War
fought with the Royal Hunganan Army, weanng

Y

The gorget of the Royal Hungarian Geadarmerie. Obviously of
German ciure, it is stamped from aluminium and has
its fearures rivetted rather than anached by prongs. It has no
luminous finish. See Plate Dy,

standard army uniform with a distinctive large
blue-green feather on the cap, and a duty gorget.
The Gendarmerie carried out security and anti-
partisan dutics, gaining a learsome reputation. By
late 14944 the Royal Hungarian Gendarmene
ficlded five full divisions in the defence of Budapest.

The Hungarian Gendarmerie gorget was of
identical shape to that of the Feldgendarmerie but
was struck in aluminium. In place of the “corner’
buttons were two small rivets to each side. In the
centre was the Roval Hungarian coat ol arms over a
scroll with the legend “Téibort Biztonsag” (Field
Seecurity) or ‘Crendor’ [Gendarmaei, On the reverse
wits an issue number, The gorget was suspended
around the neck by a plain link chain identical 1o
that of the Feldgendarmerie.

iaflen-SS' Feldeendarinerie

The Feldgendarmerie of the Wallen-58 was a much
smaller organisation than its Armv counterpart.
but fulfilled identical funetions, Like the Army
Military Policeman, the Wallen-85 Feldgendarme
was more than likely a former civil policeman or an
experienced combat NCO with around four years’
service,

Each field division of the Wallen-55% had s
Feldgendarmerie unit. For example the “Leibstan-

T
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darte Adoll’ Hiter" received s Feldgendarmerie-
tupp in 1g40 when it was expanded 1o Brigade
status, The Feldgendarmerietrupp consisted of one
ollicer, four NCOs and 36 men. Vehicle status was
one  Volkswagen ‘Kubelwagen’ jeep and 11
motorcycle combinations. When the “Leibstan-
darte’ was expanded 1o divisional strength in 142
was enlarged 10 a
Tuge)
cach of approximately the same strength as the
previous Feldgendarmerietrupp.

Photographic records of Wallen-55 Feldgendar-

s Feldeendarmerie  unii

Kompame; this consisted of three platoons

meric are relatvely rare. 1t is probable that they
ancl
discipline within their own unit lines, and their
arcas of responsibility were thus more restricted
than those .ol the Army Feldgendarmerie. One
Walfen-88 veteran, SS-Unterscharfubrer Erwin
Bartmann ol the that
despite serving with the "LAH™ throughout the

were used  primarily  to maintain order

‘Lethstandarte’, recalled

55-Feldgendarmerie on the Eastern Front. These men are
from  3.55-Panzer-Grenadier-Division  “Totenkopi®, The
Stahsscharfiibrer holding the field telephone handset wears
the duty gorget and Army-pattern ‘Feldgendarmerie® cufl-
band. {Munin Verlag)

MY

whole war, he never came across a single Wallen-88
Feldgendarme, only those from the Army. As the
Feldgendarmerie were divisional troops, it is quite
possible that a combat NCO in an infantry section
might never meet up with such personnel, but
would encounter their Army counterparts on many

oy L!hif]ﬂh.

Uniforms and Insignia

Unil the inroduction of a special 85 patiern
cullband in 1942, SS-Feldgendarmen wore the
standard woven pattern Army culfband previously
deseribed. The 55 pattern band was woven in black
ravon with a woven metallic silver thread edping.,
The legend *SS-Feldgendarmerte’ was woven into the
bane i grey artificial silk Latin script. This was not
a so-called *Bevo' cullband, but similar 1o an RZM
issue type with woven seript. The 88 pattern
cullband was withdrawn in 1944.

From 1942 until 1944 the S8 patern sleeve cagle
was to have been replaced with the type used by the
Army. This ravely seems 1o have been adhered o,
however, as most photographic material shows the
88 sleeve cagle to have been worn throughout the
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Above: A Stabsscharfithrer of ‘Totenkopf [DHvision S55-
Feldgendarmerie interrogates n suspect with his platoon
commander, an 55-Untersturmfithrer, watching the proceed-
ings. The NCO wears the Schirmmutze without chinstrap, the
afficer apparently the ‘old style officer’s field eap’. (Munin
Verlag)
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Beloiw: An S5-Unterscharfiibrer and S5-Rottenfihrer of
“Totenkopl” Hvision Feldgendarmerie check a motorcyclist's
papers. Note the whistle lanyard on the Unterscharfihrer’s
tunic pocket. Both wear the duty gorget. The motorcycle
sidecar bears the emhblem of the division. [Munin Verlag)
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The 55-Pattern Feldgendarmerie cuffband, of the standard
RZM type pattern but with machine-woven lettering rather
than embroidercd. Use of this cuffband seems io have been
limited as mosi photographs show the Army paiiern being
word. (B, L. Davis

Cn the
headgear, the

shoulder straps and as piping on
as-Ieldgendarme

orange-red Wallenlarbe as his Army counterpart,

WALr,
wore the same

From October 1444 onwards, former members ol
the Chdnungspolizer serving with the Wallen-S8 (and
many of these would be in the 5S-Feldgendarmere)
could wear as a special distinetion a small diamond-
shaped patch on the lower left sleeve depicting the

Polizei-style cagle and swastika in silver grey
thread.

The Wallen-58 had no Geheime Feldpolizei
units, though these would hardly have been

necessary to the 55, which encompassed such
organisations as the Sicherheitsdienst and Gestapo
under s contral.

Although the Feldgendarmerie of the Waflen-58
wits @ rather small orgamsation, the Wallen-S5 did
boast two actual combat divisions of Police troops.
Although the second division, in the
barely reached regimental sirength, the first

lormed late
war,
was a lully equipped combat division which foughi

The final pattern ‘Beva' 55-Polizei-Division cuffband intro-
duced in 1943, woven in black artificial silk with silver-grey
cdges and Ietiering. The ‘chequerboard’ effect on the reverse is
iypical of Bevo woven 55 culfbands,

throughout the whole war and included several
highly decorated soldiers in its ranks. Although not
Military Police in the Provost sense, these men were
Police troops and dhid fight at the front as combar
soldiers, and so were certainly Military Police in the
strict sense of the term,
4.55-Polizei-Panzer-Grenadier-Division

in October 1939 from
civilian policemen and

This division was raised
lormer Ordnungspolizei
Allgemeine-55 reservists. Commanded initally Iy
Karl Pleller-Wildenbruch, the
Division was still working up when Poland was

Creneralleutnant

invaded, but it did see some occupation duties in
Paland opeming  of  the Western
campaign. After the fall of Franee it remained in the
West unul the attack on the Soviet Union in 1g41.
I'he division was allocated to Armee Grugpe Nord and
took part in the Rather
poorly trained and equipped, its performance was

belore  the

advance on Leningrad,

uneven. 1t was involved in heavy combat around
Wolchow and Lake acquitted

itsell” well bt suffered heavy losses,

Ladoza, where 1t

From spring until summer 1943, the division was
used for ant-partisan duties in the protectorate of
and in Jugo-
slavia, where it ook part in the lerocious strugele

Bohemia-Moravia (Czechoslovakia

.'1'_;'.Iil:|:-l l'ito's |:'.|1'Ii.~;.1t| forces, hile Cuarier |'J|'i|]5_1'|

In March 1944 the division

piven on either side.
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moved into Greeee, where once aeain it was used for
security duties; divisional personnel committed
atrocities in the Larissa area. Late 1944 lound the
Polizei Division in Hungary taking part in the
defensive battles against the Red Army, belore
||q-i:||n_" translerred onee .tl_{..lill. to the northern sector
of the front. After suflering heavy losses in the
fichting around Danzig the division was pulled
back lor the defence ol Berlin, where it was [inally
destroved. Tts final commander was the Arnhem
veteran SS-Standartenfithrer Walter Harzer.
vmong the most highly decorated members of the
division were the followmg:

SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Heinz Jiirgens

Heinz Jurgens was born in Miltzow, Pomerania on
21 March 1917, and commenced his military career
with 1/55-Regiment ‘Germania’ in Hamburg in
1g37. After auending the 58-Junkerschule at Bad
['iilz he was promoted to 88-Untersturmfubrer and
posted to the Berlin police. On the outhbreak of war
he joined the 85-Polizei Division and served in its
recee squadron during the campaign in the West,
being seriously wounded in France. In June 1940 he

Men of the 55 Polizei Division waich with satisfaction the
raising of the German flag over an occupicd Soviet town, 1941,
Note the Polizei-pattern collar patches being worn in
conjunction with the 55 sleeve eagle. Polizei-type field caps are
being worn, together with S8 issue camouflage clothing,

was promoted o Oberleutnant der Schutzpolize.
With the recee squadron he took part in the attack
k‘l-lilllll'““ﬁ
Leningrad. In January 1gg2 he was awarded the
bt
Hauptsturmfithrer and Hauptmann der Schutzpo-

on Russia, and saw action al and

[ron Cross st Class and promoted to
lizei. During August 1944 he ook command ol 4
Polizei Panzer Aulklirungs Abteilung and served in
this capacity during the division's actions in
Hungary and Czechoslovakia from September
1G4 1o January 1945. On 6 January 1945 he was
awarded the German Cross in Gaold,

When involved i|| the delence rﬂ.I}ilIIH'IL': i el
breakthrough (ragmented the division and some
units found themselves being used as a “hre brigade
under Von Manteuflel's 5 Panzerarmee, Jiirgens,
hattalion and various attached

with his recce

clements, wtalling around 2,000 men, was in
defence of the bridechead at Langenberg. For lour

wireks he and his men held out against overwhelm-

< |



SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Heinz [irgens, commander of 58-
Polizei-Fanzer-Aufklirangsabteilung 4, was decorated with
the Knighi's Cross on 8 May 1945. By this stage 55-Polizei-
Division personnel were wearing full Waffen-55 uniforms and
insignin, (Heinz Jiirgens)

g odds. Strong Soviet forces with heavy artillery
and armoured support threw themselves ar the
German positions, Jirgens' recee unit taking the
brunt of the attack; despite evervihing the Sovieis
could throw at them the German positions held.
Jurgens was highly commended [or his actions, and
the Commander-in-Chiel of XXXI1 Armee Korps
praised the bravery and leadership shown during
these ferocious battles in an Army Order of the Day.
On 8 Mav 1945 Heinz Jiirgens was decorated with
the Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross, Jiirgens™ final
rank was SS-Havpsturmiuhrer and Major der
achutzpolizer. He was stll alive a the time of
writing.

S5-Hauptsturmfiihrer Hans Traupe

Hans T'raupe was born on 4 May 19113 in Kunern,
the son ol an agriculiural official. His career hegan
m 144 when he joined the Army's Infanterie
Regiment 710 His military service completed in

¥y
6"

1940, he volunteered lor the 55-Verlugungstruppe
After attending the S8-Junkerschule at Bad Tolz.
he was commissioned as a Leumnant der Schute-
polizel and posted to the Berlin police, Joining the
55-Palizer Division on the outbreak of war, 'l raupe
served with the division throughout the opening
stages of Operaton ‘Barbarossa’, winning  the
Grerman Cross in Gold in September 142,

In January 1944 the Soviet counter-attacks on
the Lemingrad front broke through the German
lines and several elements of 18.Armee were in
danger of being encircled. Traupe and his battalion
held the retreat route open for several days ol
intense combat against overwhelming odds, thus
allowing many German units to avoid encircle-

ment. Traupe was awarded the Knight's Cross ol

55-Obersturmbannfiibrer Hans Traupe, another of the
Polizei-Division's Knight's Cross winners. Alse a Close
Combat Clasp winner, Troupe won the Knight's Cross in
February 1a44; he ended the war with the 10, $5-Panzer-
Drivision “Frundsberg’. (Hans Traope)

.




the lron Cross on 23 October 1944. Sent to the
Panzertruppenschule of the Army in Fallingbostel
[t training a5 a reoimental commander, Traupe
wits subsequently posted to 10.58 Panzer Division
Frundsbere' as commander of Panzer Grenadier

Fesiment 2o,

SS-Hauptsturmfithrer Johannes Scherg
Johannes Scherg was born on 16 May 1918 1n
Wiirzburg. On completing his obligatory service
with the Reichsarbeitsdienst in 1958 he joined the
SS-Verugungstruppe in Munich, and was accep-
tedd in the S5-Regiment ‘Deutschland’™. Av the
outhreak of war Scherg was a signaller i the
armoured recee troop ol the regiment, and served in
the Polish and Western campaigns,

In May 1941 Scherg began an officer training

SS-!-hupLHurmIilhrer Johannes S-:Iterg.. who was decorated
with the Knight's Cross when commanding 1 Kompanic of
Polizei-Panzer-Aufklirungsabieilung 4 in October 1944, Note
that he wears the Close Combar Clasp and the Panzer Assault
Badge as well as ithe cloth embroidered version of the German
Cross in gold (Johannes Scherg)

course at Bad T6lz; and in October of that yvear was
commissioned as an 85-Untersturmiuhrer. Posted
as a platoon commander to the recee platoon ol
1. Kompanie, S5-Aufklarungs Abteilung 2 ‘Das
Reich’, Scherg went into action on the central
sector of the Eastern Fromt during Operation
‘Barbarossa’. After gaining valuable combat experi-
ence Scherg eventually ook command of 2. Kom-
panie of the Abteilung; in November 1944 he was
decorated with the German Cross in Gold and
promoted to Obersturmftihrer. In July 1944 Scherg
was posted to command 1 Kompanie, Panze
Aufklirungs Abteilung 4 in the 88-Polizei Division.

During the division's  participation in  the
delensive actions against the Soviets in late 1944,
contact with Scherg and his company was |ost,
Despite orders to retreat in the face of heavy Soviet
armoured forces, Scherg waited, holding back the
Soviets and giving the units on his flanks time w0
withdraw to salety. Scherg then made his own
breakout and reached safety with all his men,
1644
Scherg was decorated with the Knight's Cross of the

including the wounded. On 24 October

lron Cross for his achievements, On 30 January
1945 he was promoted (o Hauptsturmitihrer, At the
conclusion of the war Scherg was captured by
British troops at Lavenberg on the Elbe on 14 May
1945, He was eventually  taken French
captivity, where he remained until 1651,

1L

15.58-Polizei-Grenadier-Division

One of a number of Wallen-S85 ‘divisions” lormed in
the closing stages of the war, many of which never
reached more than regimental strength, this unit
wias raised i ]":'|!JI'II.'1|"5' 1445 from the stall of the
Dresden Polizeischule and some personnel from the
S5-Junkerschule  (CHheer Academy
Braunschweie. It served on the Niesse [ront in

Training

regimental strength in the closing stages ol the war,
and surrendered to the Soviets at Halbe, east of
Prague in May 1943.

Many adverse comments have been made about
the quality of the 58 Police troops. Whilst it 15 true
they never reached the level of the élite 55 Divisions
such as the ‘Leibstandarte’ or *Das Reich’, and that
they were often equipped (o a poor standard, the
1.55-Polizei-Division, at least, acquitted itsell on
occasion with some merit, and numbered at least 15
Knight's Cross winners among its personnel.



Uniforms and Insignia

Members of the SS-Polizei-Division initially wore a
combinaton ol 85 and
msignia, Standard Army or Wallen-8S field dress

and  Police  uniforms
was worn with the standard 58 sleeve cagle on the
lefi sleeve, Shoulder straps were piped in ‘Police
ereen’ Wallenfarbe; and Army or Police style collar
patches with  Police
Wallenfarbe, In Febroary 1gg2 the formation was
fully absorbed into the Wallen-85, and thereafier
lull S8 insignia and rank badges were worn.

WIEEre  wornm, :_i]!i.rl oreen

Headgear, imually of Polizei pattern. was also
chaneed [or normal 85 issue.

Members of the 85 Police Division
divisional callband. Initally this comprised a black

Wil

ravon band with silver wire weave edges and a
woven representation ol the Police pattern wrea-
thed ecagle and swastiki. In December 1942 a new
pattern was introduced  in the same stivle ol
manulacture bearing the legend *SS-Polizet Divesion”
in silver wire weave or hand embroidery for oflicers,
and silver-grey machine-embroidered thread o
other ranks. In tg44 an all-machine-woven pattern
was introduced lor all ranks with the legend in silver
grey weave, Many photographs [rom varous stages
ol the division’s development show troops wearing
no cuflband, however,

Pre-enlistment members of the 88 serving in the
Police wore silver-cmbroidered S8 runes on a ficld
grey backing on the left breast pocket of the mnic,
During the carly stages of the division's history,
when the Police-stvle insignia were being worn, this
runic insignii was commonly seen,

* # #
Italian 5S8-Feldgendarmerie

There is livtde reliable information available on the
unilorms and insignia of the ltalian 88 units, and

even less on their Feldgendarmerie. Photographs of

personnel from 2. Wallen-Grenadier-Division der
a5 show a mixiure of Dadian anilorms and Laalian
and 58 insignia being worn. Initially the Talian 88
insignia was ¢mbroidered on a red backing, but in
June g4 the backing was changed 10 black. At
least one example of a special pattern of gorget for
the lahian 35-Feldgendarmerie exists. The central
maotif in this case s the S8-stvle eagle bearing fasces
in s talons in place of the swastika; the scroll bears
the legend “Crendarmeria’.

.;I
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Line drawing based on an original example of the ial
gorgei paitern for Feldgendarmerie of the Ialian W-:;;-n-SS-
iroops. Although it closely resembles the German gorget this
pattern features the 55-style eagle bearing the fasces in its
talons, and the legend “Gendarmeria’ rather than Feldgendar-
merie,

Luftzaffe Police

Luftwaffe Feldgendarmerie
Of the three Feldgendarmene organisations, that of
the Luftwalle was the smallest. Only the ground
combat units ol the Luftwalle had Feldgendarmerie
components. These included the Luftwaffen Feld
Divisionen, Fallschirmjager Divisionen, and the
Fallsehirmpanzerkorps ‘Hermann Goring', FEach
division would have an attached Feldgendarmerie-
LU

The largest of the Luftwalle ground formations
was the "Hermann Goring” Division (later, Korps
ane thus within this lormation was 1o be found the
Luftwalle™s  Lirgest element.
Within the *Hermann Goring” Korps, there existed

Feldgendarmerie

three Feldgendarmerie units:  Feldgendarmerie-
trupp Fallsehirmpanzerkorps *Hermann Goring:
Feldgendarmerictrupp Fallschirmpanzer Division
‘Hermann Garing 1'; Feldgendarmerietrupp Fall-
schirmpanzer Division *Hermann Gaoring 2. Each
Trupp would typically have had the following
COMpPONEnis:

HQ element: Unit
Hauptmann), deputy commander (Leuntnant or
Warranmt Oflicer!, three-live Unterofhiziere (in-
terpretersi, three five men (drivers and orderlies),

commander (Leutnant  or




/ 1: NCO, Feldgendarmerie, 1939 \

2: Officer, Geheime Feld polizei, 1838
3 SS.0Oberscharfiithrer, 4.55-Polizei-Div., 1940
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/ 1: Hauptfeldwebel, Feldgendarmerie, 1840 \

2: 88-Unterscharfithrer, Feldgendarmerie, 1940-41
3: Oberwachtmeister, Polizei-Schutzen-Regt., 1941




1: Warrant officer, Marine Kiistenpolizei, 1939 \
2: Feldpaolizeiinspektor, Luftwaffe GFE 1843
3: Warrant officer, Marine Kiistenpolizei, 1843




/ 1: Hauptmmann, Feldgendarmerie, 1941 \

2: Gefreiter, Signals, 1941
3 Sergeant, Royal Hungarian Gendarmerie, 1844




1: Leutnant, Feldgendarmerie; N. Africa, 1841 \
2: Oberfeldwebel, Feldgendarmerie; N. Africa, 1942
3: SS-Feldgendarme, 29.W-Gren.-Div. der S5, 1944




/ 1: Hauptmann, Feldgendarmerie, ‘Hermann Giring' Korps, 1544-45 \
2: NCO, Feldgendarmerie, Fallschirmtruppen; Normandy, 1944
3: Obergefreiter, Feldgendarmerie, ‘Hermann Goring® Div., 1944




/ 1: SS.-Untersturmfiithrer, Feldgemdarmerie, 2.55-PzGren.-Div, 184 \
2: Unterfeldwebel, Feldgendarmerie, 1944
3: Feldwebel, Feldgendarmerie, 1944-45
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/ 1: 55-Scharfiihrer, Feldgendarmerie, 1545 \

2: Hauptfeldwebel, Feldjiger, 1945
3: Feldwebel, Feldgendarmerie, summer 1945




Platoon commander (Warrant

Oberfeldwebel
r2 Unteroffziere five men

b Plataons:

IIH[!n':'r_ three patrol  com-

manders!, drivers and
ordderlies),

Suppord Grong: one cach Warrant Officer [Sergeant
Major!, Chiel Clerk Oberfeldwebel, Armourer
MT  Oherleldwebel, HII]}]I“I'\G
Quartermaster  Oberleldwebel
three—hve Unteroffizier (admin, and

Oberfeldwebel,
Oberleldwebel,
Clothing).
supply clerks!, five-ten men as mechanics, drivers,
medics and orderlies, Each Trupp would have a
total strength of around 100 officers, NCOs and
men.

OMlicers and warrant officers were mainly career
woldiers who had come rom the Prussian Landespo-
lizer fvia ‘|“uu||'a|m:||i4-f.r1';_'|| e 2.b.V. Weeke', and
Regiment ‘General Gonng”) and the Motorisierten
Gendarmenie, NCOs and men were mostly career
woldiers and conseripts. The Musikkorps ‘Hermann
LETH] i.IIL'.- wis sibsorbed o the |'-t'|t|;_;r]1d.[l!'l11-'l'i:' in
RN E

I'he Feldgendarmerie of the Lultwalle held units

wisg under the direct control of the divisional
command. The duties of the Lultwalle Feldeendar-
merie were similar o those of their Army and
Wallen-55 counterparts.  Particularly important
was the securing and pairolling of the division's
supply routes, prevention of sabotage and ant-
partisan  patrols. Feldgendarmerie  were  lully
maotorised but with only light unarmoured vehicles
and light weapons (though Panzerfaust anti-tank
projectiles were issued in the latter part of the war).
Feldeendarmerie often lound themselves in direct
contact with enemy forces. Luftwalle Feldgendar-
merte were ol course |t'.w.p|rta.~i'ri1|1' for the manwen-
ance of order and discipline within their divisions,
and for the assistance ol the military justice system.
For the latwer, only those with former civil police
experience were used. ) The maintenance ol order

and security in rearward sections of the divisional

A rare shot of a LuftwaiTe Field Court Martial in Sicily in 19473
the placard on the Opel Blitz truck reads ‘Feldgericht der
LufiwaiTe’. Note thai the vehicle is well camouflaged against
enemy air attack, (Herbert Kail)
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arcas was carried out by the Feldgendarmerie
platoons using traflic posts on all important road
junctions, to regulate traffic low and protect it from

partisan attack, Permanent irallic and inlormauon

JHIsts were also located at divisional headguarters.

Luftwalle Feldgendarmerie also  operated  im-

mediately behind the front line to collect stragelers
il |-|"‘IL[||:1‘1|IL'I:|. units and rechirect them,

During the retreat through Poland in 1945 when
units of the ‘Hermann Goring’ formations were
encircled, the despatch riders of the “Hermann
Goring” Feldgendarmerie carried out many dan-
gerous night missions through the Sovier hnes 1o

escort precious luel supply vehicles 1o the be-

leagured ‘Hermann Goring” troops.

Uniforms and Insignia

The Wallenfarbe of the Luftwalle Feldgendarme
was initally lght-blue, this being the colour for

Lultwalle  Verwa ( Admimisiratve

Lungsiruppe

Unteroffizier Herbert Kail, a LufiwaiTe Feldgendarme serving
with the Court Martial branch, at his desk ‘in the field'.
(Herbert Kail)

——— e e e ey

considlered a part. In NS B hinwever, I|Ii'~ Wik

I'roops) of which Feldeendarmere  was

changed 10 conform with the orange-red of the
Wallen-55

Wallenfarbe was worn as piping or underlay on

Army and Feldgendarmerie.  Thas
shoulder straps and as piping on NCOs™ and men's
collar patches of the ‘Hermann Goring” units up to
April 1945, Strictly speaking, the Wallenfarbe was
the only identifving insignmia of the Luftwalle

Feldgendarme if the duty gorget was not being

worn. 1t has been confirmed, however, by veterans
of the ‘Hermann Goring’ Division that former
civilian policemen serving in the division’s Feldgen-
darmerictrupp wore the Army-pattern “Feldgendar-
meerte’ cullband on the left sleeve, This is '~|:||r|h|r'l|.'1|
by photographic evidenee reproduced here.

A special Lultwalle version of the Feldgendar-
merie gorget has been known lor some time Irom a

few surviving original examples in private col-

lections, This differed from the standard Feldgen-
darmerie gorget in that 1t leatured a Lultwalle-
pattern ‘flving” eagle. However, most surviving

photographs of Luftwalle Feldgendarmerie show




‘Hermann Giring’ Nvision Feldgendarmen, Sicily, 1943 The
‘Hermann Goring' cuffband can just be seen on the right sleeve
of Unieroffizier Kail, left. Only the shoulder strap piping
shows the branch of service on this particular form of dress.
Of special interest are the so~called ‘Hermann Meyer' tropical
field caps being worn, and the iropical-siyle collar Tresse on
Kail's tunic. (Herberi Kail)

that the Army patiern gorget was almost always
worn, Confirmation  in both  tesumony  and
photographic evidence from the same veterans now
hows that art least within the *Hermann Gornng’
Korps, the special Lultwalle version was certainly
worn, The small number used, and the fact that the
hulk of the ‘Hermann Goring” units went into
sovietr captivity, probably explains the rarity ol
these gorgets. It is probably true thar at least some
other Lufiwalle ground units used this gorget,
however, as at least one example in a private
ollection was “liberated” in France i 1944,

It is also known that some Luftwalle units wore
Geld grev unitorms, as opposed (o the normal field

lue from late 1944 onwards,

Unteroffizier Herbert Kail from Feldgendarmerietrupp Fall-
schirmpanzerkorps ‘Hermann Goring' on horseback, East
Prussia, 1544 The use of horses was becanse of the congested
state of the roads, making the usual Eubelwagen transport
rather difficult. Note that the Lufiwafle-panern gorget is
being worn. (Herbert Kail)




Despaich rider Wolfgang Dinger from Feldgendarmerietrupp
Fallschirmpanzerdivision 1 ‘Hermann Giring'. The special
Luﬁw-ﬂ'q-p;u.m gorget is hein; worn. Also of interest is thai
the uniform is in Army Feldgrau and not the Feldblau of the
LufiwafTe, (Wallgang DMnger)

a6

Luftwaffe Geheime Feldpolizei

The Luliwalfle lormed its own Geheime Feldpolize
in 1g44. s tasks were identical to those of is Army
counterparts, but of course were concerned with
Lultwalle matters. Lultwalle Geheime Feldpolized
wore normal Lultwalle service dress with  the
[ollowing special insignia,

Collar Patches: Standard Lultwalle patches, in dark
green  cloth  bearing  the  lollowing  designs:

Feldpolizetsekretiir—greengsilver twist edging; three-

point embroidered silver star over silver oakleal

cluster.  Feldpolizewhersekreti 1wist
edging: two three-point embroidered silver stars
over silver oakleal” cluster. Feldpolizer Inspekior

silver twist edging; two threc-pomnt silver em-

green/silver

broidered stars over silver oakleal cluster. Feldpolizer
KNommsar-— silver twist edging, Three three-point
silver embroidered stars over silver oakleal cluster,
f"-'fdﬁnﬁ.:ﬂ firedtin
point star within oakleal wreath,  Oberfeldpolizes
Divektor —gilt twist edging: two three-point stars
within oakleal’ wreath,
Showdder straps: Standard Lultwalle Beamien shoulder
straps  with the distinetions:
Peldpolizeisekretiir—dark  green wine
Wallenfarbe, Hat sibver braid with gilt leteers "GEP,
Feldpolizetobersekretar—as above but with one gilt
rank pip. Feldpolizer Inspektor
KNommisar—as above but with two gilt rank pips.
Feldpolizet Diveltor—dark  green base, wine red
Wallenfarbe, twisted silver brawd with gilt letters
"GP Oberfeldpolizer Direltor
gilt rank pip.

No special cuffband  was introduced  flor the
Lultwalle Geheime Feldpolizetr.

gilt twist edging: one three-

following

hase, red

as above. Feldpolizer

as above plus one

Marine Kustenpolizer

The Kriegsmarine possessed no Feldgendarmerie of
its own as such, but in common with most other
navies it did have a Provost orgamsation similar 1o
the shore patrols of the British and US Navies, This
was the Marne Kiastenpolizel, whose  duties
mcluded guarding coastal defences and maintain-
ing order and discipline in coastal towns where
naval personnel were located. As with the Police
formations ol the Lufiwalfe, Army and Wallen-55,
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The Marine Ristenpolizei gorget, unusual in thai it does not
feature the eagle and swastika emblem; the lettering and
buttons are in lnminous fnish while the plate itsell is silver-

[

The reverse of the Marine Kiistenpolizei gorget, unique among
the military gorgets in that it does not have a neck chain: the
long hinged pin passed through thread loops on the jacker
l-p-!].l...

Marine
cenerally former members of the civil Police

members ol the Kustenpolizer  were
, anl
this is reflected in the fact that the first pattern
Marne Kistenpaolizei uniform was almost identical

1o that of the Wasserschutzpolized.

First pattern Uniform
Peaked cap: A rraditional naval style cap with wide
floppy crown amd featuning either a white or blue
cover. The cap band was black, and the cap had a
plain black leather chinstrap and plain black gloss
peak. Insignia consisted of a Polizei stvle cagle and
swastika in it metal with a natonal cockade
abowve,

A double-breasted dark blue

f umic; naval style

‘recfer jacket” with gilt buttons and gilt piping to the
culls,

Water Police pattern shoulder straps on a

jacker.

gold-vellow base were worn, as was a Police pattern
arm cagle in vellow thread (gold wire for ofhicers ) on
a blue base on the left sleeve. A narrow dark blue
cullband with yellow braid edges was worn on the
left sleeve, bearing the legend  “Marine
Kistenpolizet” in yvellow Gothic seript letters,

lovwer

Second Pattern Uniform (introduced in

l } s - . 3

Praked cap: A standard issue Kriegsmarine peaked
cap, casle and
swashika on the crown,

with a natonal emblem of the
and a natonal cockade
within a wreath of oakleaves on the capband. These
insignia were generally in yellow thread for NCOs
and gilt wire for officers. Additionally, oflicers
showed their rank grading by gilt wire embroidery
on a cloth base to the peak edge, in the same style as
regular naval officers.
Tunie: A standard naval
Rank was shown by shoulder straps for
NCOs and shoulder staps or
ollicers. No sleeve eagle was worn, but the standard
vellow thread or gold wire naval breast eagle was
applied.

For some reason the Marine Kistenpolizel based
carly-pattern

ssue double-breasted

sleeve rings for

in Norway continued o wear the
uniform throughout the war,

A unigue pattern of gorget was produced for
these Naval Police troops. In the rvpical hall-moon
shape of the Feldgendarmerie gorget, it was much
smaller, The
Buttons featured on this gorget wers of the standard

and devoid of any national emblem,

fouled anchor’ naval type. In the centre was the
lewend  Mariwe-fivten{ Podizer in two lines of Latn
script stamped into the metal, and not a separately
fixed feature as with most gorgets. Also unusual was
the lack ol a neck chaing this gorget was held in place
by a large hinged pin on the reverse which passed
through thread loops stitched to the lapels of the

Jacket.

The Marine Kistenpolizei was the smallest of all
the Military Police organisations,

[lice Combat Units

The subject of the German Police during the period
of the Third Reich is complex in the extreme. An
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A rather cold-looking Oberfeldwebel from the Spanish *Blue
Division® on the Eastern Front in 1942, identified by his duty
gorget and traffic wand. OF additional interest is the shield
E"_-q.r.i.n! the Epﬁlﬁsh colours on the :risl'll sleeve. He is armed
with the Walther P38 pistol []J. Charita)

enormous range ol Police organisations existed
Kriminalpolize.
Wasserschutzpolizel. Verkehrspolizel, Hochgebargs

Schutzpolizei,  Gendarmerie,
Gendarmerie, Feuerschutzpolizel and Bahnschutz-
Iﬂliif_l:'i, L Fvarmee I]Ill ol I1"'|"|. l.[l |]|i“ |:I1HFJ'-, Wi 'I.'-ill
concern ourselves only with the Police units which
ook part in comb ir]n'l'u[ir.rla.

The
principal branches: the Sicherheitspolizer or Sec-

German Police was  divided  into two
urtty  Police and the 1}r'Li1|||||j_L*-E|u|i.ﬂL'i or Order
Police. Within the Order Police the principal
organisation was the Schutzpolizer or Protection
Police, one of the many sub=branches of which was
the Kasernierte Polizei or Barrack Police, These
were quasi-military [ormations based in the larger
towns. Kasernierte Polizel units developed [rom the
Polizei Hundertschalien | 1oo-strong units) of pre-

war davs, and had soon developed into battalion-

8

strength units of around 500 men which were unde
the control of the stafl of the locil Hohere 55 und
Polizei Fithrung (Higher 88 and Police Leader-
ship).

Polizei units (ol bauahon and latwr regimental
strength ) quickly lollowed Army combat units into
|;|'L'||||i:'d |['r'|'i[:|l":. 'l.lh‘ ."il'l]'l':-.' could il allord the
manpower required to maintain order and prevent
terrorism—especially during the invasion of the
Soviet Union, where the imitial welcome found by
German Army units in many areas soon developed
into hatred due to Hitler's idionie racial policies, and
the general brutality visited upon the occupicd
populations.

Due to the very fuid nature of the war on the
Eastern Front, many Polizer units lound themselves
in direet combat with Red Army unis, The most
famous occasion  was it Chalm, where 1-1!';'11'
numbers of German troops, including Palizei, were
encircled by Soviet forces. Alter the successtul reliel
of the beleagured German troops a special award in
the
commemorate the action. This shield was designed

the

[rm of an arm shield was instomted 1o

Rotvwachimeister Schlimmer ol
R eserve-Polizei-Bataillon Cholm.
By 1943 most of the Polizei-Bataillons had been

by Polizei

formed into regiments, of which approximately 4o
saw acton. As the Polizei was ultumately controlled
by the S8, recruitment [ollowed 55 guidelines, and
many ol those who joined the Polizei alter 1943
were [anatically loval Nazis. The Polizei had s own
training schools, although use was also made of both
Army and Wallen-S8  training  establishments,
Polize trained il the 8S-

ollicers were

Junkerschulen ar Bad Tolz and Braunschweig,

being commissioned with dual Polizei and 55 ranks

e SSUntersturmiithrer and  Leumant  der

Schutzpolizei,) It was possible for an oflicer’s rise
through the ranks to be at a different rate within
cach organisation, so that an officer could become
e, SS-Hauptsturmlithrer (Captain) and Major
der Schutzpolizei.

In the sense that they were used principally lor

Many other arganisations had their Police or Patrol security
services: the 54, NSDAP, 58 eic all had their Streifendiensi
patrols. Shown here for the readers’ interest is an excep-
tionally rare shot of & Flemish member of the Organisation
Toedt Pairol Service. The gorget, of Army siyle, bears a
Political-patiern eagle, lanked by the letters *0" and ‘T" over a
scroll with the legend *Sireifendienst’. Note the 55 runes worn
on the tie, and the ‘Flandern” arm shield. (]. Charita)
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securing trallic routes, directing relugees, anti-
partisan duties, eie, they shared a good deal of the
work ol the Peldgendarmenie, The Polizel combar
units became notorious for the savagery with which
they put down any partisan activities in their arcas,
Although officially part of the 58, these troops were
not part of the Wallen-585, These Polizei units were
often greatly fragmented, with dillerent batalions
ol the same regiment being lound on different
sectors of the front, or even on different fronts,

Uniforms and Insignia
Headgear: Several distinet patterns ol headgear were
worn by the Polizei combat units; the well-known
Polizei shako was not one ol them, however, The
peaked cap or Schirmmiitze worn by Schutzpolize
was ol similar appearance to that ol the Army, but
with the capband in brown instead of dark green
cloth. Piping was in ‘Police green’ Wallenfarbe,
Insignmia comprised a silver metal Polizei-pattern
wreathed eagle and swastika on the band, with a
national cockade above. An Myg Einheisteld-
miutze similar to the Army's was also worn,
sometimes with green piping to the crown. The
insignia on this cap was a one-piece machine-woven
Polizei eagle and swastika in grey thread on feld
grey with a national cockade above. A Polizei-
pattern sidecap was commonly used by Polizei
combat troops. In field grey with green piping, this
bore a machine-woven grey silk Polizei-pattern
cagle and swastika on black backing. (Oflicers” caps
were piped in silver and had the insignia machine
woven in metallic thread. ) The steel helmet worn
by Polizei woops featured a black escutcheon
bearing a silver-grev Polizei eagle and swastika on
the right side just below the vent hole,

Tuntes: The traditional tunic of the Schutzpolizei
was in a field grey cloth of a distinctly greener shade
than normal. The collar and culls were faced with
brown cloth, and the eulls each featured iwo
silvered buttons. Both collar and culls were piped in
‘Polizei green’ Wallenlarbe, Standard  Polizei-
pattern shoulder straps and collar patches were
used. The sleeve ecagle on standard Schurzpolize
uniforms hore above its head the title of the town in
which the unit was located; the field formations,
however, wore the sleeve eagle without such a
name.  The machine-
embroidered thread with
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the swastika in hlack

cagle Ereen

(machine-woven examples are known). Officers’
examples were in hand-embroidered silver wire.
but with the swastika sull in black thread.

This standard pattern of tunic was certainly worn
by field lormations; but as the war progressed,
much less elaborate versions were introduced, more
in keeping with the style of tunie worn by Army and
Walflen-55 troops. This type was in plain field grey
with no  coloured  facings.  Lighoweight
greenish field grey denim tunics were also used
during summer months or in
Camouflage clothing, when worn, was standard
Wallen-55 issue.

Armis and equipment issued 1o these Polizei units
were usually ol obsolescent design, the newer
cquipment  going to front line units of the
Wehrmacht and Wallen-585. (Even major units

cloth

hot  weather.

such as the 88-Polizei Divisions sometimes had 1o
make do with obsolete or l.';l]!tm'r'rl Lf|l.li;:rl1u.'lll._l

In the latter stages of the war, the Kasernierte
Polizei even had its own tank troops. The Police
Armoured units were equipped  with old or
captured equipment, The crews wore standard
Army-pattern black Panzer uniforms, but with
green piping o the tunic collar and Polizei rank
insignia, sleeve eagle, ele.

1 le Plates

Ar: NCO, Feldgendarmerie, 1939

This NCO from one ol the hirst Feldgendarmerie
units wears the uniform of the avil Gendarmerie
but with Army badges of rank and breast eagle
added, The field grev cloth used lor Polizei uniforms
had a distinetly greenish shade. The collar, culls
and tunic front featured the orange piping of the
Gendarmerie. As with the Schutzpolizei, Gendar-
merie uniforms had brown facings to the collar and
two-button cufls. The forage cap. also piped in
orange features an Army-pattern  eagle  and
swastika. Grey-green long trousers are worn, with
standard marching boots, and the NCO is armed
with a PO8 pistol,

Az: Juniar officer, CGehetme Feldpolizet, 139
As a member of the Heeresbeamien he wears the
standard Army officer’s field grey Mab feldbiuse



with dark green collar and olficers’-pattern silver

wire embroidered breast eagle. The shoulder straps
are in matt grey braid on blue-grey underlay with a
dark vreen the wili
‘GIP’. The othcer-pattern collar Litzen in silver

base, and bear PO T AT

Bullion arve also on a dark ereen base and have grev-
blue edge piping. The cullband is speculative.
Original examples survive but it is not known with
any certainty whether these were actually issued.
I'he held cap worn is the standard M38 pattern lor
ollicers, with silver braid piping. The chevron ol
Wallenlbarbe over the cockade s the dark green ol
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Age SS-Oberscharfiihrer, 4 55-Polizei-Divesion. 1940

| he division saw s lirst i.lll!H'll":iHlI combat acuon
during the mvasion of France, This Oberschar-
fubhrer wears the standard Army Myb Feldbluse for

ar edee,
Armv-tvpe collar patches are used, with Palice
ereen Wallenlarbe, The shoulder straps are 55
pattern in black cloth with silver braid NCO Trecse

NOOs with silver braid Tresse 1o the co

Solemn-looking S5S5-Feldgendarmerie personnel from the
‘Leibstandarte 55 Adolf Hitlers’ inlermgﬂe ﬂprurrd Russian
tank crewmen. The NOCD wears the waterproofl coat and has a
signal torch attached by a small leather fob 1o the second
button.
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range of Wallenlarbe colours was uscd . The single

pip to the shoulder strap indicates lus rank. A

standard S8-pattern sleeve cagle 1s worn on the leli
upper arm. At this point in the division’s history the

cullband was not in general use.

Br: Hauptfeldiwebel, Feldgendarmerie, 1940
[ i 1440 the Army mrecluced s N'tll'l.'i.ll Feldeen-

darmerie insignia. This Hauptleldwebel in stan-

dard M4b comban dress has orange Wallenlarbe (o

Il_i:\ |II|I4|| 'lli!'l:'hl"- .llll] hll‘llil‘ll'l I"L|:|'-E'|F"":. l'ﬁ.
Gendarmerie-type eagle is worn on the lelt sleeve,
machine-embroidered in oranee thread, while on
ihe lelt cufl'is worn the *Feldoendarmerie” cufthand in
machine-woven artibcial silk. From the neck s
worn the Feldgendarmerie gorget or fmekragen,

soon to become the ‘trademark” of the Feldgen-



darme. Above the cockade on the NCO's My8 cap
isa Wallenfarbe chevron in orange. The Hauptield-
webel wears the standard Army black leather belt
carrving magazine pouches for his M P28 machine-
pistol.
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Like most of the rest of the Wallen-55 the 55-
Feldgendarmere received Army issue clothing and,
initially, partial Army insignia. This junior NCO
wears the Mab Feldbluve: its dark green collar bears
black patches with, on the rnght, the 85 runes, and
on the left the single silver pip ol this rank. Black
shoulder straps bear orange Wallenfarbe piping
outside silver NCOO Tresse, The 85 sleeve cagle is
with an Feldvendarmers’

WOrTL, .'1|I.TII]'||.'-|!.'lI|l'I'Jl

cullband: the gorget is also of Army pattern. The

An S5-Feldgendarmerie Unterscharfiihrer with feathered
friend, Eastern Front. The Army-pattern Feldgendarmerie
cuffband can be seen on the lower lefi sleeve. Note also the
early-type Feldmiitze with Totenkopf button. (Munin Verlag)
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Army-pattern Feldmiitze retaing the Army form ol
national emblem, but the cockade has been covered
by a metal 55 Fofenkop) insignin, The black leather
belt supporting his holstered Pa8 has an 85 buckle
plate.

By herwachimetsier, Polizet-Schutzen-Regiment, 141
Although Police Rifle Regiments eventually used
uniforms more closely resembling those of the
Army, carly uniforms retaned the brown Police
collar and cull [acings. The green piping of the
Schuzpolizel appears on the culls, collar, and tunic
the
brown/silver braid Police shoulder straps. The

front, and there is a green underlay 1o
Schutzpolizel arm eagle 15 embroidered in green,
and the Litzen om the collar patches are worked on a
in the
unigue Police arrangement, along the erown and

areen base. Green piping also appears
down the lront - on the Polizei-pattern Fefdmiitze,
which is ol the “Seluffehen’ shape also used by the
Luftwalle, Navy and Wallen-55. A Polizei cagle




insignia, machi _
black, is sewn to the front of the Bap. Army-type
trousers and marching boots are worn. As ‘sccond
line' troops Polizei soldiers were ofien issued
obsolete equipment, as with this NCO’s MP28

Bergmann n':;u‘|'|il'|c—pisl.'rﬂ.

Cr: Warrant Officer, Marine w 1939

The first pattern uniform was based upon that of

the Wasserschutzpolizei. The double-breasted
navitl-style ‘recfer’ jacket has gilt buttons and also
sold cufl-piping. A gilt wire embroidered Polizei-
pattern sleeve cagle is worn on the left arm, and on
the forcarm the *Marine Kistengolizer” cuffband. The
shoulder straps are of Wasserschutzpolizei pattern,
as is the belt. Straight slacks are worn with black
luced shoes. The naval-style peaked cap has a white
summer crown cover, to which is fixed the national
cockade, above a gilt Polizei eagle on the band.

Cz: Feldpolizeimspektor, Luftwaffe Gehexme Feldpolizer,
145

Personnel of this service were, like their Army
counterparts, of ‘Beamten’ status. This officer, ol a
rank equivalent to captain, wears standard
Lufiwalle officer’s service dress differenced only by
the green Beamten collar patches with their three-
point stars instead of stylised wings; and the GFP
shoulder straps, in bright silver braid on the
characteristic double underlay of armed services
ollicials, here wine red over dark green, with gilt
[for officers; *GFP" cyphers.

('q: Warant officer, Marime Kiistenpolizer, 1943

By the latter part of the war this service had adopted
standard Kriegsmarine uniform in all respeets. The
small Marine Kistenpolizei gorget is attached by a
pin through thread loops sewn to the jacket lapels.

Di: Hauptmann, Feldgendarmerie, 1441

This captain commanding a Feldgendarmerie-
trupp on the Eastern Front wears the Mgt officer’s
pattern Feldbluse. The orange-red branch-of-service
colour features as ‘lights” on the Litzen of his collar
patches; as underlay to the oxidised-silver braid
shoulder straps with their two gilt rank pips; and as
piping on the crown and band ol the Schommiitze.
The left sleeve cagle is in fine silver wire embroidery,
as s the lettening on his privately  purchased
cullband.,

Dz: Gefreiter, Signals Troops attached Feldgendarmenie,
o4

Soldiers from other branches of service could also be
used as temporary  Feldgendarmen.  This soldier
pressed into service on tralfic duty wears standard
uniform and equipment, with the lemon-yellow
Wallenfarbe of Signals. His temporary authority is
marked by the duty gorger, and by the special
armband bearing Feldgendarmerte’ in orange-yellow
on a green background.

Dq: Sergeant. Roval Hungartan Crendarmerte, 1644
The rather elaborate uniform  of the Roval
Hungarian Army bears rank insignia on the
collar — a single star and strip of braid —and on the
sleeve a single band of silver braid, This sergeant, in
a service which carned isell a fearsome reputation
in irs areas of responsibility, wears a German My
helmet, and a German-made gorget bearing the
legend *Csenddr’.

Eir: Leutnant, Feldgendarmerte: Novth Africa, 1941
This second licutenant, newly arrvived in Libya,
wears the standard tropical Feldbluse, breeches, and
Feldmiitze in olive green cotion, The grey-blue and
brown collar patches and blue on brown breast
cagle were common to all ranks. Distinguishing
insignia are the shoulder straps of rank on orange-
redl underlay, and the cufiband; the sleeve cagle and
gorget are missing (the latter rarely worn by officers
in any theatre of operations). Basic all-ranks cap
insignia. woven in silk are accompanied by 2
chevron of Wallenfarbe, and the silver piping
showing officer’s rank. The oflicer’s pattern circular
buckle is worn on the webbing belt, The lace-up
leather and canvas boots were normal wear with the
tropical breeches,

Fz: Oberfeldwebel, Feldgendarmerie: North Afviea, 1942
I sharp contrast, this seasoned desert veteran
wears shirtsleeve order, shorts and ankle boots, with
a Feldmiitze bleached almost white by the sun and
laundering. The shoulder straps of rank worn by
non-commissioned ranks were of tropical pattern: of
olive cotton, with rust-brown silk Tresse where
appropriate, and the normal dull silver pips and
Wallenfarbe piping. In this dress order the sleeve
eagle and cullband are obviously omitted. The web
belt has the olive-painted enlisted ranks” buckle,
and supports web magazine pouches for the MP38.
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Fog: SS-Feldgendarme, 2. Waffen-Cirenadier- Division der
S8, 1944

The lalian lormauon and units ol the Wallen-5%
wore a confusing variety of German and halian
unilorms and insgenia, This MP wears the Taalian
stee] helmer with 88 rune decal insignia. His Talian
Army tunic bears the Tialian 88 sleeve eagle, with
the [asces replacing the swastka; and a standard 55
rune collar patch—though a pattern bearing the
[asces was also produced. The gorget s similar to the
Crerman model but bears the Ttalian 88 cagle over
the legend “Gendarmerta’. He s armed with a Berena
sub-machine wun.

Fir: Hauptmann, Feldeendarmerte, Luftwaffe Fallschivm-
panzerkorps *Hermann Garing'. roge-45
Photographs ol the Lultwalfe Feldgendarmerie are
rare, but do indicate that dress generally followed
thatol the Lultwalle field units, This captain of M Ps

Eastern Froni, 194 Haupiman Barz and men of the
Feldgendarmerietrupp Fallschirmpanzerhorps ‘Hermann
Giiring”. Of particular interest in this pheta is the use of the
Army Feldgendarmerie cuffband by the driver of the
Hubelwagen and by the Oberfeldwebel at extreme right.
{Herbert Kail)
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in the ‘Hermann Goring” corps wears standard
Luftwafle officer’s Schirmmiuitze and four-pocker
tunic, with held-blue other ranks’ rousers and
ankle boots, Collar [BHLL hes of rank have the w hite
the “Hermann
Wiallentarbe appearing only in the underlay to the

background ol Gonng”  units,
shoulder straps. An experienced front line ofhicer, he
wears the Luftwalle Ground Combat Badge and the

Wound Badge in silver.

Fa:
waffe Fallschirmitruppen; Novmandy, 1944

This baule-hardened military police NCO from a

Lufrwalle the  Normandy

invasion [ront does not display any visible rank or

Non-commussioned officer, Feldeendarmerie, Luft-

parachute  unit  on
branch insignia. His paratroop combai kit includes
the special rimless helmet, its cover —and the jump
smock—in Csplinter” camouflage material, The
Army Feldgendarmerie gorget is the only visible

indication of his MP status.

Fg: Obergefreiter, Feldgendarmenie, Luftwaffe Fallschirm-
Jremzerdieesion “Hernann Giring”, L4
By late 1944, when this largest Luliwaffe field




formation was in the process of doubling {nom-
inally ) from divisional 1o corps strength, many of s
personnel were wearing Army field-grey uniform
due o shortages of Geld-blue issue. This junior
NCOO wears a field-grev Moy Einheitsfeldmiiize with
Luftwalle insignia; the open-nccked Feldbifise has
four pleatless paich  pockets, and  bears  the
Luftwalle breast eagle. On the right cull is the
‘Hermann Giving” cuftband, on the left the Army-
pattern “Feldgendarmerie’ cullband worn by former
carcer policemen in the division’s MP wroop. His
gorget is of the special Luliwalle pattern with the
Mlying ecagle’ national emblem.

(er: SS-Unterstwrmfiifiver.  SS-Feldgendarmerie, 2.58-
Panzer-Girenadier-Division *Das Rewl’; 141
The first of the wartime cconomy unilorm patterns
appeared in 1g43; this second licutenant wears the
M3 tunie, with plain collar and unpleated pockets
with  straight  Haps.  The Wallen-55
shoulder straps have the characteristic double
underlay of Wallenfarbe (here, orange-red; on a
black base. A hand-embroidered silver wire 55
cagle is worn on the left sleeve; om the lorearm, his
divisional the “855-
Feldgendarmerie’ cullband. Long field trousers, ankle
and a well-crushed  Schirmminze
orange-red piping complete the uniform. Note

efficer™s

cullband  and special

hoois, with

officers” pattern circular belt buckle,

Gez: Unlerfeldwebel, Feldeendarmerte, 144

This vereran NCO shows the deterioration in the
appearance ol German uniform by 144, His Myg
tunic, with plain collar and pleatless pockets, is cut
from much coarser cloth than formerly, with a
smaller wool content. Collar patches are the same as
those worn on the Mg6 wnic, but the shoulder
straps are [aced in held-grey rather than dark green
cloth. Both the sleeve eagle and the cufband have
now been discarded, Marching boots have been
replaced by ankle boots and canvas webbing
anklets. The Mgy ‘raw edge’ helmet is covered here
in Army splinter-pattern camouflage cloth.

(g Feldwebel, Feldgendarmenie, 194445

e introduction of the Mgy field uniform saw the
final stage in the simplification and lowering of
uality of German Army dress. As with the MPs of
all nanons, however, this NUC)Y has made the effort
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Geheime Feldpolizei insignia. The top row shows ihe
Luftwaffe-style collar patches for the ranks of Feldpo-
lizeisbersekretir, Feldpolizeiinspekior, and Feldpolizeidirek-
tor. The central row shows the Army-style collar paiches for
rank gradings of Feldpolizeinssistant and Feldpolizeisekretiir
to Feldpalizeichel. Shoulder strups below are similar for both
Luftwaffe and Army ranks of Feldpolizeisehretar and
Ohberfeldpolizeidirekior. Only colours used as described in the
text differ.

Lo ensure as smart an appearance as possible, Sleeve
cagle and cullband are now absent; the collar
patches, of ‘feld quality’. are devoid of Wallen-
farbe; only the shoulder strap piping and gorget sull
indicate branch of service. The headgear is the
ublquitous Myg Embeitsfeldmiitze; he wears Moy
trousers, and ankle boots with canvas anklets.

Hi; SS-Scharfilver, SS-Feldpendarmene, 1945
This tough NCO, thrown into the front line with a
small ad hoc Aampferuppe, carries the Panzerfaust
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anti-tank I,I|'l:t|l'L'[i|l.': IJI'I."A..IIJH:\ success with this
weapon is indicated by Tank Destruction Badges on
his upper sleeve, As with Gy, only the Wallenfarbe
piping on his shoulder straps and the gorget now
denote his M P status, His helmet cover isin Waflien-
55 camoullage cloth: he 15 armed with a slung
MP4o and stick grenades,

He: Hauptfeldioehel, Feldjager, 1945
I'his warramt olficer of the dreaded Feldjager shows

a mixture of unilorm items common at the end ol

the war, He wears the M K Rl andd tunne, Tt
has been fortunate |'|1c||l|._{]| Lo Telain L:mul-t[l:.l]h':.
marching boots, His Wallenfarbe s infantry white,
and his long combat experience is indicated by the
Infantey Assault Badge and Lo Cross 151 Class on
his left pocket, and the Close Combat Clasp above,
His gorget 15 ol standard pattern except lor the
legend “Feldidgerkorfs®, and on his left forcarm he
wears the red brassarvd bearing the words “Oberkom-
mando der Welrmacht! Feldjdeer’. His weapon is the
batest SGgg assault nifle,

Hy: Feldweebel, Feldpendarmerte, summer 1645
Germany's deleat lelr the Feldgendarmene and
Feldjiager formations among the last w0 lay down
their arms. This NCO on traffic control duty well
alter VE-Iday has been permitted 1o retain his
pistol; but has removed the offending swastika from
the breast eagle on his tunic, and the insignia from
his Mys cap. He wears trousers made from [talian
camoullage material, much in evidence as captured
stocks were put o use following the ltalan
surrender.

Three Feldgendarmen from s Fallschirmjigerregiment in
Normandy ig44. Alihough no longer employed as parachuie-
dropped infaniry, such units still used the special Fallschirm-
jiger helmet. Note that the Army rather than the Loftwaffe-
patiern gorget is worn here. (|, Charita)
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Notes sur les planches en couleur
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i service n'est dncigpuece gue parle Woallendaorbe ef be ralon sl mance, Bz Un
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{ecriabng bskigies avanl ete tetires) of comerve an pstolet. Les panialois sl
thans wiee doolle de camaadlige ealicnne,

Farbuafeln

Ar Dhewr Unteroffimer trage div fiviluniform der Gendarmene  mil
Rangabecichen der Aree und Brosiadier, fu beachien simd die Gronwone des
Polbzciunafrm ond das braune Innenfuner. Az e Uniform cies Armee-
CMligieis min den Dnsigaen lm Sdl des Heersbeamien, Das Sioflband  am
L'mterarmy existierte bereins, aber deren Asgabe wnd wann &8 getragen wurde
sind bt bl . Ag Awllalled i die !ﬁ!.i.l']luup: aus Rragenmsignien, dic dem
Sl eler Armee enasprechen und sich s der pliesigrunen Wallealarle, dem 85.
Alber sl Seludies b clclven dusammensetzie.

B % Feligendunmerie-losiguion —orngese WallnGarbe, der bei der Polizei
ililiche Adler wul dem Armel, Seoltband wm Unterarm o K ragensguicgr|
wunlem aly 1o cingefiilue, B 35-Kragen, Schulerreifon und Insgnien an
eleni Armedn dor Artiaee-U pifirm mit dersciben orangelarhigen Paspel, Svodllansl
am L'nierarm und Kragenspiegel wie in der Feldgendarmerie der Arme. Die
Felibmitae dher Armaee hat niar dic Kokarde, die mit dem Tl;.ulenl.l,upﬁ.h.l.riﬂnqulcp
a5 getragen wunde, By e anGusglichen Uniformen bebeilien dee Polbecfiorben
u us Schmaiemuster be; bn daesem Beispiel it der gribpen Paspel der
Achuirpulioe, die an den Manseclicien, vorm ol der Undivrmgacke, den hragen-
unel Schulternhreichen su erkennen s Lewriere wuarden in der braunen aond
wlbiermen Poliecalarhe ;qnll.lhnl. Zii bemerken e die einmalge i"‘llprl wn iler
Podizokappe. Veralieie Arowee-Auspistung wurde oft susgegeben.

Ca [hese Liaform berubie anf der der Wasenchospolioel. Autlaliend s e
Addler am Armel wie bei der Polized, die Kappeninsgnsen und das Suolfland am
Unterarmy i diesem [Renstberebch. Gz Die Uniform eies LuliwallesOzees
Odffiniers mit Beamienisignicn. Der doppelic, rote gl grine Hinergound oo
scldirralueochom und dic Abkureung ‘GFF war des Erkennongoreichen ciner
hestmniien Einlacit, Gy A dicsemn Femgunki winde die Kricgsmarines L nilorm
bereits benueat. Der Krngenspicgel wurde am River mit Xadeln befestigi.

D Avsser demn silberenen Adber am Armel sl dern S ol am Unveranm, s
eliese Uniform mit der orangencn Wallenlarbe dheser Abaralung die olliclse
Beklesdung cines Armieedifesers im Feld. Ba Nur der Kragenspregel ond die
Armbinde weisen daraul bin, das dieser Mann g veribergebicnd der
Feldgendarmene sugricill warde. Dy Die Krageninsigniens und die Manscheo-
tentresscny wemen auf den Rang s U piesoffiziers bin, Der in Daisisc b
gefermgic Kragenspiogel bingt clsen angarichen Schimfuoug.

En heser Mewankommbing tragt dic standardmassige Tropenmsilfonm. Dee Adler
anl dem Arwell ool Kragenspicgel—bel  der  Offizienunilfonm wenig
verwendel — stmd ndchn wu sehen, Dic Ahteilung wired wue diecl die Wallenifite
unel derm Sinilband am Unierarm erdelilich. Bz Diew Uniferem wusde Linge in
der Woste  getragen.  An der Tropesversion st aullaliend, das  dic
Schulierrangabzeiclen amsiclie der allernen aine restbirpune Tresse haoen. E%
Ewwe Vamauon der vieldiskwienren Kombinationen der italicniichen oo
devischen Unflormen und losignden, die son der alienkschen 5% mit ehoee
italiesaschien Rapie des Keagenapiveels getiagen wide

F1 lhie Rlamllilbiglliﬁl haben fiar dicsen Divisodnen etnen sevsen Himergroml,
Mur der Hintergrund der Schuliersteifon webt and'die Feldpalizeabeiliang hii,
Deser Frooedlizier it dien K.l.mpl:'lumﬂ:hmmyn tragt shie herkbmmdichen
Soldatenhosen und Soefcl. F2 Dier Armeckragenspargel west nor davail hin, dass
sy L nierallier der I"JIJI:ILmlrln.lF-illsrr Lt wer Febdpemfrmerie eigesecen
wind, Fy Die leldgraven Unilormen wirden manchimal ausgegeben, als sich die
Divisionsgrosae Easle piggq I.I:"II!DPPF'.I.I‘. e losignden der Lafisalle sind ldes aul
der Armee-Uniform s sehien. £u loimierken 54 das Stollband am Unieranm
dieser Divisgn, Lhas Stofiband am Untersrm von der Armee-Felduendarmerie
winrde von ehemaligen Bevifpolizisten der Divieionspolizei= Einheit susamemen
it demy Lafiw alle-Kragerspicgel geoagen

G e einlaclre Mungg Unilorm winde mil den aullallowien osangenen
Walfenlaibe geiragen, i Stollbinder am Unierarm, dic von der Division nmd
der BS-Feldgenilarmerie lenutet worden, siod her oo seben, Ga Wader der
Acller anf demn Armell noch dis Stolbanel wrede besnmes, Die Uniloom aus deim

alire [ _'|,il| wesenillich cinficher u;nlu]lnl vl von micd erer litdin. Thieser

hwoeroffoeier versacht mit seiner Muggg Uniform, dic ven schleclier Qualicse
#eiaifte, cinci giten Ehisdoick 2o bbvicdases, Gemis alfiidler Anwenung
wurde der Adler am Aemel und dos SeoMnd weggelasen,

Hu Er lant bieveare b des Panserfann Erfolge creseli wnd bedmsder sicls im Einsue
i der Kamplgroppe. Nor die Pasged wmd der Kragenspiegel lasen seinen
snprunglichen Dienabeteich erkennen. Ha Eine haofig anzurreflonde Miselung
aus alvem unad wedem Zubelir, das von diesess Unierolfiier, der gelinchieien
Kopljager wahrend der betzien Kompihamihingen geisngen wurde. Er i rin
erfalirener Infaierieaddat und rragh die wedsse Wallenfarbe, Der Kragenspiogel
Tsirgn ilems Hchrill ey ' Feldjige Do i pote Armbinde Cerkomonnmsto
tler Webrmathe Febdjager'. Er b omit einer SGigq lewallner. Hy Nach
Kertegsende unier dem hommando der Allienien, magr dicser Verkehmpolizisi
et pesch die Uliddform —amige Tnsignien wurden entferm —and er behich
peane Fatobe, Dhie Hosen siod aus italsenis bem Tarmmatertal herngesiedls.




