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Finnish armour

93

ST Finnish xperisnco with armour
e in 1819 when small cumbers of

AceskiFiat 8

oured cars were captured
~ Russian Bulshewk Forces. Like most
pendent nations of east-

mposed of 32 Renault FT-17/18s sent
arme

emaining 18_with a Hotchkiss heavy
~achine-gun. By the time the HVR reached
rational status, the anti-Bolshevik con-
ming to a close, and the
Senaults probably saw no action
Finland's meagre military budget during

9-1945 described by Steve Zaloga and Karl

the inter-war years did not permit the mod-
ernisation of her small tank force and the

1933 a Vickers Armstrong Medi
den Lioyd Mk VIB tankette, a Carden Lioyd
amphibian, a Carden Lioyd 45ton

Patrol tank and a Vickers Armlrong &-4or
Type E export

e aie condiictad vt Whase v
cles but it was not until the tense days of
1938 that the military budget was expanded
sufficiently to allow for the purchase of an)
significant number of tanks. With the threat

war becoming greater, Finland orderec
16 Vickers Type E (later increased to 32) for
tank units, and a small number of Land-
sverk 181 armoured cars for the Aat-
suvakiprikaatin (Cavalry Regiments).

Drawings by author

Above left T26E in wartime markings pre-
Served at the Finnish tank museur, Parola
(Karl Haugsted). Above Map showing Fin.
nish advances in 1941.

The Vickers Type E 6-ton (Finnish export
Model 1939) was built in England, but the
armament was added in Finland. The Fin-
nish Model 1939 differed only in detail from
other export modsls, uch 38 n the ypes of
Viewing dsvices fited i
Marconi SB-4a i
compatibilty with o Ronaut FT.the V.
kers was equipped with the same Puteaux
SA 17.37 mm gun, and a Hotchkiss MG.

In the autumn of 1939, the Soviet Union
demanded that Finland cede large portions

‘T26E Model 1940 (Bofors 37 mm)
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the first War.

tion pitted a tiny but spunky army of reser-  independent tank companies). The 1 ErHyK.

Vists against a large, well equipped but  and 2 ErHVK were both equipped with 14 a red furret rear number. This venic/e
inept Soviel ammy. Finlands small  Renault tanks, but the Finnish High Com-  photographed in Viipuri in 1944 and ca
armoured force of 59 tanks was faced by  mand was understandably reluctant to  the standard hakaristi on the o

over 1,500 Russian AFVs. At the outbreak  commit these old dinosaurs to action. The  and rear. 2 This T-26E befonged o (e

of the war the Finns had five Erillisesi 3 ErHvK and 4 ErHK were 1o be equipped

irregularly splotched with whitews
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were u:
kaniemi towards Viipuri. The attack was

mance of the Vickers in snow, difficulties in
co-ordinating the attack with the infantry,
and inadequacies of the
against

medium. The 4 ErHVK suffered serious los-

steps to improve their tank operations. The
problem of mobilty in snow and co- -ordina-
tion of tank-i attack was solvable
thvough training, "but the problem with the
ieaux armament was more difficult. The
“mall Finnish arms factories could produce
only a very limited number of shell types.
butid wes apparent tha e Puteaux had to
abandoned standard _tank
weapcn nialy the Fiena adopted the
Model 36 antitank gun
o wan o 4 twnasrd gun of 1he
Swedish and Polish armies. These were fit-

 weapon
ken from burned out
T-265, and the modified Vickers were called
T-26E (not as odd as it sounds, since the
726 was derived from the basic Vickers

design).
“The Winter War left the tiny tank force
bloodied but experienced, and on the
e of a major expansion. During the

bove. 9 A BT-42 in over-
the Independent

Key to drawings
all green serving with

whitewash sloppily smeared on the turret.
The later style Ps serials were carried under
. but the

2
3
4

number wa
this scheme is ba
undergo  the factor)
described in (12) below. 11 A T-34 Model

overall dark grey-green finish. This vehicle
e Fmiah- eyt ftings aadsd, cansisting
of a stowage box on the hull rear, rein-
foreed tandars and arly tylo Russian-1ype
retactabl lghs added 1o the fendors 13

s T-28M Modl 1940 is in the standard
Tarkings and sorved with the Heavy Tan
Ragiment in the opering phases ol e
1941

var, over 1,600 Russian tarks had bese
ut,

examples of
Finland for rebuilding. They consisted of 42
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T-28M which was captured early during the Continuation War and used by the Finns. The

extra turret and sub-turret armou

r which distinguished this

version from earlier T-28 var-

a
iants i also evident on this photo (J. Cochran). Plans and modelling details for this vehicie

appeared in Airfix Magazine Annual 5.

sion of the Soviet Union

Finland had traditionally been reluctant

wanui righds ovc Foniah ol and hrongly
hinted that Finiand would become involved
I s w1t Sevhats 1ok any provoca-
tive steps.

With the invasion of the Soviet Union on
June 22 1941, troops of the Army of Norway

attack. Finland boisterously declared its
neutrality but the Russians viewed
Finnish-German relations as being so fishy
that several Finnish cities were bombe

offensive operations immediately.
Fineiah foroes i the Karelan isthmus
et troops in the area by

T-26s (both B and S models), 5 T-26As, 5

OT-130s (T-26 flamethrowers), 30 T-37s and
T-38s, and two T-28 mediums. With these,
the Finns began reforming their armoured
units.  Four major formations  were
organised, these being:

1 Pansaripataljoona (1 PansP or 1st Tank

added a Raskas Panssarijoukkue (RaskPsJ
or Heavy Tank Platoon) with two T-28s and
aT-2

2 PansP, formerly the 4 ErHYK which had
seen action in February, consisting of eight
T-26Es, five T-26s, three T-26As and a
Ba-32
PansP, a new unit, consisting of 15

T-26Es and T-26s, and a Ba-32 or Ba-30, to
which was also attached the 2 ErPansJ with
five T-37 and T-38s.

1 ErPansJ with five T-37s and T-38s.

The remaining tanks were placed in

reserve or sent to training units. In order to

high turret which gave it the look of a
mini-KV-2.

We now come to the Continuation War
Desplte it successtl teritorsl sggran:
disement during the Winte

ion. continued 1o inieriare in’ Finnish
domestic affairs, and many Finnish officials
feared that the Russians had plans to even-
tually annex Finland as they had recently
done to the three Baltic republics and east-
e Poland. As the German military ws
impressed with the performance of the

BT-42/114 H18_ 176 scale

v ot i july two major
offensives were begun: an attack down the
isthmus, and an attack to the east along
Lake Ladoga towards the Svir River. Within
assaults were brought to a

crippling of Soviet bases in the arca, were

completely accomplished. Finnish
armoured Viorces played an important role
in the rapid victory, and gave the army

firepower and mobility which it hadn't pos-
sessed in 1940, There was a fair amount of
tank versus tank fighting and the new
BT-42 platoon was one of the first units to
run into the new T-34 tanks.

y the end of August, Finnish forces in
the south halted offensive operations.
though several Finnish infantry units con
tinued to assist the German mountain
troops concentrated in the north. In

hole Finnish population served in the
this
Soonomic disiocation, Confinued offensive
operations would have strained Finiand
limited resources and, as the war aims ha
already been satisfied, the Finns decided
sit back and wait for the Soviet Union
collapse. Hostilties continued all along the

level of activity was nowhere near that o
the summer of 1941
General Deitl, the German commander

that they had forsaken their individual
ness and personal courage for a reliance

serving
barely adequately and the S Brigade No
was S0 poor that it was withdrawn

service there. Due to Finland's rough e
Tain, the German units were forced
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without the usual logistical sup-

#a39ed on. the Sovit tank Fort st
nce

werrologically more acvanced and the
7294 hat more and more encounters
won T-345 and KVs. As few Finnish tanks

pment. The Germans were 50 annoy
« the Finns that they initially rebuffed the
ests, but eventually sold Finland 30
4G Ilis (known to the Finns as Sturmis).
< Finns also managed to obtain about
TPSV 40 Landsverk anti-aircraft tanks

= Sweden
The new equipment arrived in the sum-
e of 1943, just as the armoured forces
were undergoing reorganisation. In 1841
e tank battalions had operated indepen-
il of one anather but by 1943 millary
#icials began to see the advantages
Sered by untfied Gommand and concenisd
speration of these units. This led to the
armation of the Finnish Armoured Division
A August of 1943. The new division con-
sisted of three brigades, each with three
at 0

strength in March of 1944 is shown in the
1able here:

BA20:18 1342
BA32: 2 T38: 4
T28:6 BT-42: 14
T-268: 53 Stu 40: 29
T-265: 24 KV-1: 1
T26E: 21 ITPSV: 6
T50: 1

In addition there were a number of small
ndpendent tank unis atached to various
army groups as conditions dem:

T4, mowevar, Finland found ns,u in
a rather peculiar position. The
Soon very coul ta e Fians, and the i
ernment seriously desired to pull out. Yet

or reparation payments. Under these cir-
o arae Fimand vluctanty romained

1944, Russian forces

Hakaristi
1940-1944

1A SHUG il of the Ry Tyk P during 1944 in standard dark grey-green with bulf sripes
The serial was carried on the hul front in white. 2 Another StuG Iil similar to (1). Note
that Fnnish SuGs carred Dogtayev MGs in the A position instead of MG3ds. 3 This
42 with Sa vehicles transforred (o the
Finna by the Wehrmacht n the summ
Northern Frant. 4 This PsKohw IHNeloner was anather one of e venicles transierred
in June 1944, The zimment was carried on the hull front as well, and the vehicle is i
veral sand ke (3) evaopt for a repainted 5alch o the turret which may ‘e groon. 5 This

0 11 supuved e wir and sereed wilh tho Finnsn army wel info o 19605, Many
Fater e ttered
the. oleraive_and shater the ':;m Sran g wart added Such 25 ine Stawage boves o1 (ho supersiucture. § s
bes'egeﬂ the city for three years. It w: PzKptw IV. |lsu served with the post-war Finnish army and some small fitting alterations
yming more and more apparent to lha Araevoen, 3L i
sz
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Finns that the new offensive would include
a major Russian attack to knock their army
out of the war once and for all. Finland
requested additional troops be sent by the
Germans to the Karelian isthmus, and also
asked for more tanks and arms, but the
Germans were aware of the tentative peace
negotiations going on between Finland
and the USSR and refused to send any aid
When the Russians attacked in June 1944,
the Finnish forces were steadily pushed
back with severe losses. Fearing that this
would threaten other German troops in
Scandinavia, Berlin sent an infantry division,
30 StG Iiis of 303 Assault Gun Brigade,

PzKpfw IV tanks, some StuG liis, 9,000
Panzerfausts and 5,000 Panzershrecks
ighting in June-July 1944 was the
most violent of the whole Russo-Finnish
War, The Soviet army in 1944 was markedly
superior 1o that of 1940 and its tanks were a

knocked out ten T-34s and a JSU-162
Despite this valiant resistance, the Soviets
in two months were able 1o push ahead to
the 1840 boundaries and effectively cripple
the Finnish army. Finland sued for peace
and an armistice was signed in September
1944, The small number of tanks left from
the June offensive went on to form the tiny
armoured force Finland maintained after
the war
Finnish AFV markings

The Vickers 6-1on tanks used in action
around Honkaniemi in 1940 were painted in
overall dark green and carried no national
insignia. The only markings carried were
smail licence  plates with a threo digit
number carried on the lftrear fender. With
the capture of S0 much Russian equipment
during the Winter . for
national markings was all 00 evident. In-
tially the T-375 and

insignia was dropped prior to the out-
break of the Continuation War in favol
of the traditional hakaristi. The hakaristi as
first applied resembled the Nazi swastika,
but this eventually was modified to a ver-
sion with shorter, stubbier arms. The main
colour was a dark blue or black (unlike that
of Finnish aircraft, which was a lighter
blue) and the hakaristi was shadowed with
white. It was carried on the turret side and
rear, the glacis plate and occasionally on
the hull rear of certain types. It was not car-
ried on the hull sides, even on types like the
StG Iil. Another frequent location for the
hakaristi was on one of the turret top
hatches.

Besides the national insignia, white ser-

two or occasionally three digit number. In
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Seimg poge. top B1-42 preserved at i

e msaum. Bosides 10 obvL
- vrlon, nofe aiso the addl-
- 5 stowage boxes on the fenders

“or-war markings (Karl Haugsted).

4i_ 2 new system was introduced, with
s 130k type being issued a three digit
~er. followed by a one or two digit
< identifying the individual vehicle
w IV had the code Ps 221-11).

161 SWG Il: Ps 531
163 JSU 152: Ps 745
164

a 20 Ps 3
a 32 Ps 1
STZ tractor: Ps 755
se trom the national insignia and ser-
moer, few other markings were car
any T-265 had white numbers inside
eometric symbols, and these were
~ably some form of regimental insignia
_5 lis made some use of white bands on
rrel for akill markings.
y all Finnish vehicles in the Con-
ation War were painted in a dark grey-
2. Most captured Russian equipment

.Gs and ITPSVs obtained in 1943 were
sainted in the grey-green (with light buff
oing). During winter months, most
our received a white wash with varying
ces of sloppiness.
Tank crews in 1940 wore Finnish pat-
ned uniforms, but in the Continuation
war usually wore a hodge-podge which

Fionish soft cap, or even & German hel-
et, was w
1645, Finnish armour went over 1o the

ow
severa of e World War 2 era vehicles that
<aw service in the postwar years. They
sveoventually. supplanted by _British
Comets, and later by T-54s and PT-76s. But
en, that's another story.
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