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Ed Hmnmn s classic over the
past two decades. VFA-127 'Cylons’,
basad at Fallon, are masters at
wringing out every last drop of
ACM manoeuvrability from the
Skyhawk

Back cover A veritable army of
‘'wooden’ weapons are dispersed all
over the ranges at Fallon, thus
heightening the realiam of the
missions flown there

Title pages Scon to be towed into
the maintenance hangar for seme
routine engine work, this F-14A of
VF-21 ‘Freclancers' basks in the
warm Nevada sunshine. Tomcat
‘207" is a particularly rare machine
in VF-21, as it wears the only low-
wig paint schame in the squadron

Right Many A-4 Skyhawks have
ended their flying days at NAS
Fallon, usually as decoys on the
target range, but this veloran A-4C
now resides permanently in a far
maore distinguished position near the
station main gate. Unfortunately no
US Navy adversary squadrons ever
flew the ‘C’ model Skyhawk. At loast
the colour scheme is authentic!




For Lieutenant Mark ‘Doppler’ Lange. Your loss was not in vain




Introduction

Many miles separate the war ravaged. city of
Beirut from NAS Fallon in Nevad

San Francisco' was to have been fought when a

events m the skies over t‘ne Lebenese capual
half a decade ago gly d that the
sleepy little air station would assume a pla:e of

assault on the Californian coast
seemed imminent, Controlled by the US Army
Air Corps, the base eventually became the
final stop for bomber crews completing their

prominence in US naval in the
years.

On 4 December 1883, a series of events
involving the American presence in the
Lebanon came to a head. A strike force
consisting of A-6 Intruders and A-T Corsairs
from USS Independence (CV-62), and Intruders
from USS John F Kennedy (CV-67), was sent in
to bomb a Syrian ammunition dump, a radar

dish, and surface-to-air missile (SAM)
sites. Political and strategic considerations
resulted in the strike being ineffectual with two
aircraft lost and a pilot killed.

Almost immediately, changes were made in
the training syllabus for strike leaders, and the
air wing in general. The most important of
these ch was the of the
Naval Strike Weapons Center (NSWC) at NAS
Fallon in October 1984, Modelled on the highly
successful Naval Fighter Weapons School
(NFWS), 'Top Gun', at NAS Miramar, the Strike
Center has had a profound effect on NAS
Fallon, nicknamed ‘the biggest little air station
in the world'.

Situated at 3000 feet above sea-level
alongside the impressive Sierra Nevada
mountain range, Fallon has always been
associated with the training of aviators. Hastily
constructed in 1942, Fallon was one of five
bases from which the potential ‘air war over

before being posted to Europe or the
Pacific.

Fallon became a Navy possession in 1944
and over the past 45 years virtually all
‘tailhookers’ have peppered the high desert
with live ordnance at some time in their
career, During the Vietnam condlict air wings
worked up thoroughly at the air station just
prior to departing for the Tonkin Guli.

Blessed with fine weather for 361 days a
year on average, Fallon is the perfect spot for
strike training. Almost $200 million will have
been spent on improving the ranges and
establishing the NWSC by the end of the 1980s.
A Tactical Air Combat Training System
(TACTS), similar to the one at Nellis Air Force
Base, gives flying at NAS Fallon a realism that
is unsurpassed anywhere in the world.

On average 11 air wings visit Fallon in a
year, a figure which underlines the importance
of the air station in modern US Naval carrier
operations, Perhaps the ultimate accolade
should come from a seasoned “tailhooker’ who
recently passed through ‘the biggest little air
station’ for the umpteenth time.

‘When we are here, it is the most exciting
flying we do, and the most challenging”
Captain Bud Orr, Commander Air Group
(CAG), Carrier Air Wing 14
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F-5 Tiger 11

Below Based at Fallon since October 1887, VFA-127 formerly called Naval
Air Station Lemoore, in California, home. The 'Cylons’ received their F-5s
from the Naval Fighter Weapons School and VF-45 when both of these units
traded up to the potent F-16N in 1867, VFA-127 also ook delivery of eight
former USAF 52Tth TFTS F-6s last year from RAF Alconbury, The F-Sisa
basic ighter when compared to its adversaries at NAS Fallon, the F-14 and
the F-18. However, the &lite band of 18 pilots assigned to VFA-127 turn the
=mall Northrop fighter into a deadly apponent, more than a match for the
fleat "heavyweights”

Left Saveral T-38 Talons are also flown by VFA-127 in the adversary role.
These aircraft, like the F-8s, are ox-"Top Gun' machines. The Talen was the
forerunner of the highly successful F-5 series of Sghters and was privately
doveloped by Northrop under the designation N-156T. Although the Talon
‘was designed in the 1950s it still parforms admirably in the blue skies over
Fallon




Above US Navy adversary squadrons and their USAF counterparts have
always been known for the lavish paint schemes which adorn their airera
and VFA-12T are no exception. Although two gun barrels protrude from the
nose of the F-8F, the aircraft has only one M-39 cannon fined. The right
barrel acts a8 a cooling scoop for avienics mounted in the nose

Right above The F-5Fs flown by the Navy differ in several respects from
their USAF brothers. The Air Force has never operated the two seater as an
aggressor aircraft, using them to train foreign pilots only. They also have
radar d which leads to the third difference between navalized and Air
Force F-5Fs, To provide the proper balance for the aircraft after the longer
nose and extra cockpd had been added, a 300 pound weight had to be

n the engines beneath the aireralt. As ment) d before,
as no radar and this lack of extra weight in the nose means
th the weight

Right below Like several other operators of the F-5, VFA-127 has recontly
experienced some probl with wing g on their aircraft.
This has resulted in the of the and the d of
a from the fuselage. The wing is then X-rayed for faults and re-
streased if necessary. The overall wing area on the F-8E is quite small and
this detracts from its air combatl manoeuvrability as the CO of VFA-127,

der Ridge ‘Junkyard’ Corbin, explains. “The F-5 bleeds off
and energy terribly during a big "bat turn' but in a straight line it has the
ack down an F-18." This particular F-8E is temporarily grounded,
tarpauling over the cannon barrels, canopy, and engine exhausts

the wing ar







The twin engine arrangement in the
T-38A is one of the neatest and most
compact powerplant packages ever
designed. The General Electric [85-
GE-5 engine is a development of the
Y]85-GE-1 used 1o power the USAF's
Hound Dog missile in the 1950s. This
Talon wears a two-tone grey
scheme which ia one of the most
effective worn by adversary aircraft
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Above The view from the cockpit in the F-18 is unsurpassed by any of its

ies. This factor, bined with the atreraft's excallent
thrust to weight ratio and remarkable agility, makes the Falcon virmally
unbeatable in ACM

Right Powered by a single General Electric F110-GE-100 turbofan, similar to
that which is being installed in the F-14A Plus and the F-14D, the F-16N is the
"het rod’ of the Falcon family, Using only a basic radar and dispensing with
the MBI A-1 rotary cannon, the F-16N is a very lightweight fighter. The
VF-126 badge on the tail combines a Soviet star with a front-on view of the
F-1E. Proviously the small profile of the A-4 adorned the red star










Left Seen here at NAS Miramar, the “Top Gun' school regularly sends ita
aircraft to Fallon ing on its own i

P P q - This
TF-16N is one of a pair in the squadron. The distinctive ‘“Top Gun' badge s
clearly visible on the tail of the aircraft

Above This impressive line-up of VF-126 Falcons has an interloper within
their midst. The fith aircralt in the stack belongs to the Weapens School. The
US Navy operates 22 F-16Ns and four TF-16s which are split betwean the east
and west coast air stations. Twelve are based at NAS Koy Waest in Florida
with VF-45, the “Top Gun' school has 12, and VF-126 has six aircralt on
strength
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A-4F
‘Super Fox’

Numerically the most important
aircraft operated by VFA-127 is the
A-4 Skyhawk, over a dozen single
and two seat A-48 are assigned to
the squadron. Only two of those
aircraft are “Super Fox' versions of
the Skyhawk though, thia vividly
coloured m-whln br g one of

uprated Prat & Whm\(y P-8 engine
installed which gives ‘Heinemann's
hot rod’ an even h

poerformance. With a

thrust to weight ratio the aircraft

in fact out-climb an F-18, and pull
five 1o six G without losing airspeed
All this is good news for adversary
pilot and bad news for their
opponents! Eventually all the
squadron A-4Fs will be engined




Abowve The TA-4] is a unique machine in that it can perform the role of an ab
initio mount just as well as it fulfils the position of an adversary aircraft.
VFA-127 often fly the TA-4 with the back seat occupied as all their aviators
must undergo rigorous training within the squadron bafore they can
eventually call themselves adversary pilots

Right The large one-piece canopy on the TA-4] is heavily framed and
restricts the pilot's feld of view, but generally speaking his rearward vision
is better than in the single seat A-4F










Left The A-4F is an old machine, but
put into the hands of an
experienced pilot it will run rings
around anyone who is stupid
enough to try and turn with i1, or
amempt to engage tn ACM at a
spoed lower than 500 knots.
Wearing a rather worn desert
scheme, this particular A-4 has a
‘borrowed’ leading-edge slat affixed
1o its port wing

Above No prizes for guessing to

which squadron this ‘bone dome’
belongs
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Far left Belore each mission the
pilot performs the age-old rimal of
the aviator—the pre-flight
walkaround. Once he has looked
over the aireralt from the ground he
climbs onto his mount and runs
through a memorized list of upper
mrframe checks. Hore he
thoroughly inspects the engine fuel
systam panel.

Left The pilot takes a quick look a1
the UHF aerial and then glances
across the ramp at his oppesition, a
row of F-18s parked only a few feet
away



Right The A-4 cockpit has never
been known for its spaciousness but
this veteran pilot has performed the
dalicate routine of fining into the
Skyhawlk on more than one
occasion. Below him his Navy plane
captain prepares to pull away the
crew ladder, Navy groundorew are
a rarity at NAS Fallon as civilian
personnel perform mest of the on
and off ramp duties, VFA-127 alone
has over 120 Lockheed employoes
assigned fo it

Far right The archetypal

gunfightor, A century ago Fallon
was a typical “wild weost” town and
shoot-outs were a common

everyday occurrence. Nothing much
has changed over the past 100 years
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Left Bacause of the extreme heat at Fallon squadron members often taxi out
with their canopies still open. Waiting in the queue to fake off, this particular
pilot quickly checks the split trailing-edge flaps on his A-4F

Above Ovar the years adversary units have tried 1o make the TA-4 look a
litite bit more like the aircraft it is supposed 1o simulate, the MiG-17. This is
VFA-127"s attempt. Formanately the beautiful lines of the Skyhawk still show
through
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Left A shonage of spares for the venerable Skyhawk occasionally leads 1o
the grounding of some 'Cylons’ aircraft. ‘Because the aircraft is not a top-
lavel, high profile fighter the emphasis placed on it at a spares level leaves a
lot to be desired. We have problems getting the parts we need to keep the
aircraft operational as a result. The replacement of leading-edge slats is a
recurrent problem because the sirain we place on them during ACM is far
more than was ever expected when the A-4 was designed. The paris
replacement is not really geared for it. Slat rails, nuts, baolts, and other
assorted gear which goes into replacing these parts is always in short
supply’, explained Commander Cerbin. This particular TA-4 is missing its
lsading-edge slats

Above Ancther two seat Skyhawk grounded and sealed up against the
elements. About 555 TA-4s were built by McDonnell Douglas between 1965
and 1878. Although powered by the modest P-6 version of the trusty Pran &
Whitney 52, the TA-4 still holds its own when flown skilfully. *Although the
TA-4 has many limitations, in the role that we perform, pnm]y day VFR
(wisual fiight rules) ACM, it iz an mount. Its , but
flown by a competent pilot who can exploit the agility of Illu -ur[rame it can
hold its own with any fghter. We went on a deployment to the USAF F-16
training wing earlier this year (1888) and easily held our own, surprising
many of our hosts. They presented us with a plague at the end of the Dot
which perfectly summed up their feelings towards us. The inscription read
“Its the MAN in the jer’, said Commander Corbin rather proudly







Left A vastly exparienced aviator is the best way to describe the head
‘Cylen’. Commander Corbin first flew A-TAs and Bs with VA-8T ‘Golden
‘Warriors' on board the USS Franklin D Roosevelt (CVA-42) in 1971, aking
part in twe Mediterranean nlusa- during his time with the unit. He was then

posted 1o NAS idi i as a flight on TA-4s in 1875,
Corbin's next assignment was something quite different for US Navy pl]ms
He was on an to the Royal

Navy's Fleet Alr Arm and assigned In VC 724 flying A-4Gs. Alter two years
he returned to NAS Cecil Field in Florida and transitioned onto the A-TE.
Corbkin was then sent to VA-82 'Marauders’' onboard the USS Nimite
(CVN-88). He stayed with the squadron for a record 37 months before being
posted to an Army Saff College for a year. He joined VA-127, as it was
designated belore the arrival of the F-3s and the move to Fallon in May 1988,
as XO. Junkyard' Corbin assumed i of the in

1887, ‘I've achieved what must be every aviator's dream, having been able
to fly for 19 out of the 20 years I've been in the Navy’

Above A rather smart looking A-4F sits out on tho ramp. It usually takes a
newly arrived pilot at VFA-127 from four months to a year to become a fully
fledged AP (Adversary Pilot) from being a PUT (Pilot Under Training). The
next stage is an [P (Instructor Pil nd this can take many months as the
pilot takes on fully qualified within the in ACM, Equally
a8 important as the potential instructor’s flying skill is his ability 1o debrie!
the opposing pilot after the mission has been concluded
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Navy
Reserve A-4
Skyhawks

Another &lite squadron in the US
Navy ta VFC-13 "Sainta’, one of two
full-time reserve adversary units.
Based at Miramar, where they
traditionally provide more than 50
per cent of the adversary sorties for
fighter squadrons at the air station,
VFC-13 regularly send Skyhawks
to Fallon. This A-4F has an ECM
fin tip antenna housing ftted, a
modification not seen on VFA-127
asreraft
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Opposite above Carrying a dayglo Aircraft Instrumentation Systams (AlS)
pod, alternatively known as an Alr Combat Manoeuvring (AGMI) pod, on th
inner wing pylan, a TA-4] is readied for the first flight of the q. T
par 1 wears the ald style tail code and VC-13 unit
dosignation. The ‘Sainis’ rece nderwent a squadron redesignation from
a fleet composite unit to a fighter composito unit, & title which better
describes their role

Opposite below With {8 all-moving tailplane angled stooply, airbrakes
deployed, trailing edge flaps split, and tailhook lowered, the reserve pil
this TA-4 runs through the pre-flight checks on his aircraft
13 is & most sought after posit as the pilois are permanen
and essentially part-time naval aviators, although they usually fly five days a
week! Noedless to say, to be a “Saint’ adversary you have 1o be one of the

b

Above Whenever an aircraft takes off at Fallon it us 1 pod
mounted under the wing. These pods fit onto the 3 launch rails and
transmit data back to the Tactical Air Combat Training System (TACTS)
computer which converts the information into imagery on twe large sc
the TACTS centre. Altitude, spoed, and distance from other aircral
sensed by the pod, as w 8 accurale scoring of engagements

5
are all




The end of the road

Eventally all combat aircraft reach the end of the line and make their final
Hight 1o Davis-Maonthan Alr Force Base to begin long-term storage. Ultimately
they will be struck off charge and sold for scrap to local metal merchants
One A-4 that will never bask in the Arizona sunshine is this battered C model
which once served onboard the USS fohn F Kennedy (CV-67). The remains of
i over a wide area away from the

this are
busy Fallon ramps
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The Mighty Tomcat

Left At the opposite end of the fighter spectrum from the diminotive A-4
Skyhawk is the large and powerful F-14 Tomea, the US Navy's main air
superiority Bghter. Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 14, just like most other air
wings, has two Tomeat squadrons assigned to it, VF-21 ‘Freelancers’ and
VF-184 'Black Enights’. Unlike those of other air wings, CVW-14's Tomeats
are arguably the most colourful in the entire Navy. This VF-2]1 machine looks
resplendent as it axies out bathed in the early morning sun

Below The ‘Freelancers’ were formed at Alameda in California on 1 July
1858 when VF-84 was redesignated during a Navy clean-up of carrier air
groups (CVGs). Equipped with the MeDonnell F3H-2 Domon, the squadron
was assigned to CVG-2 and embarked on the USS Midway (CVA-41). After
three cruises with the rather lacklustre Demon the squadron was shifted to
Miramar and began the conversion onto the F-4B Phantom [I. In March 1865
the squadron sailed on their first combat cruise to Vietnam, a route they
would traverse a further five times over the following eight yoars. During
this inaugural crutse VF-21 shot down two MiG-1T7s, the first US Navy kills of
the war, and the only viciories achieved by the ‘Freclancers' in the confliet.
The squadron also embarked on the USS Coral Sea (CVA-43) and the USS
Ranger (CVA-61) during their wartime cruises. The ‘Freelancers' re-
equipped with the F-4] in 1868 and continued to fly this model until

December 1979. Along with sister squadron VF-154, VF-21 was introduced to




the F-45, the ultimate Navy Phantom [I, soon after relinquishing the last of
their rather tired | models, Unfortunately the over-the-ramp speed of the F-45
was deemed to be too fast for VF-21's ‘new’ carrier, the small USS Coral Sea,
and they had to trade their Phantoms with VF-301 and VF-302, the Pacific
Fleet's reserve Bghter units. Eventually in November 1583, along with
VF-184, the ‘Freelancers’ finally said goodbye to their venerable F-4Ns, thus
making these two squadrons the last US-based units to fly the Navy F-4 in
fromtline service, The age of the Tomeatl was soon to begin

Right Soon to be airborne and tackling A-4s and F-18s, a row of F-14s from
VF-21 sit quietly whilst their crews go through the final briefings before the
mission

Below Offering a complete contrast 1o other aircraft in the squadron, Tomecat
‘208" wears a full low-visibility scheme, although the pair of external tanks

h the F-14 are ok from a glossy
machine. The mobile gantry alongside the nuc-mll ‘s tail was used by a
squadron maintenance man to apply the unit markings to the {reshly painted
tail fin










Left Crowod-up and ready 1o go, a
VF-154 pilot sweeps the wings out
on his big Grumman fighter. This
check is always performed just
belfore taxiing out. The heavy
waeathering around the engine
intake is rather unusual

Below The plane captain hand-
cranks the boarding ladder down
into place in preparation for the
arrival of the crew, The myriad of
warning and rescue markings show
out distinetively on this airerafr.
These markings, along with the full
size “star and bar', are rather more
subdued on the low-vis machines










Above left G-suits are not the most comfortable of things at the best of times,
just ask this ‘Black Enight'. Behind his right shoulder is an AIS/ACMI pod

Above right Constrained firmly within his G-suit, the RIO delicately climbs
aboard his 'trusty steed’. Even with the ladder, fold-out steps, and ‘kick-in'
boarding slots to help the crew, gefting into the F-14 wearing all the

eXiranoous gear associated with the modern aviator is still an acrobatic feat

Right The black and scarlet colours worn on the twin tails of the F-14 are
similar in style to those which aderned the various models of Phantom II that
the ‘Black Knights’ flow in the 1860s and 70s. The wings on this Tomeat are in
the over-sweep position
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Abused Feline

Left In mid-1987 CVW-6 came to Fallon for work-ups just prior to deploying
on board the USS Forrestal (CV-53) for the first time. One of the squadrons
which belonged to the air wing was VF-31 'Tomecatters', a vory distinguished
unit. Unfortunately for the squadron one of their F-14s was accidentally
rammed by a bowser truck while it was parked on the flightline. The truck
kit the Temeat in the wing glove area and inflicted considerable damage on
the aircraft. The bowser truck was written off and its driver seriously injued.
Ower a year lat opairs had almost bean completely affected on the
relatively new F-14 and it was expocted 1o rejoin VF-31 soon after the author
saw it at Fallon

Below The ‘Tomcatters' are the second oldest US Navy fighter squadron,
receiving the designation VF-31 in August 1948 when VF-3A was re-
numbered. Over the years the squadron has flown the FBF Bearcat, F9F-2
Panther, FZH-2 Banshee, F3H-2 Demen, and the F-4 Phantom II. The
“Temecatters’ even undertock a gingle Viemam combat erutss in 1972/73, the
highlight of the 10 month deployment being the downing of a MiG-21 on 21
June 1972, In August 1980 the squadron began the transition onto the F-14 at
NAS Oceana in Florida, VF-31's home since 1965. The black radome and
scarlet tail are distinguishing features of VF-31

Inset The ‘Felix the Cat' amblem has been worn by many classic Navy
fighters over the years, originating in the 1930s on early Boeing biplanes.
‘Felix’ has weathered the test of time well and VF-31 continues to build on a
fine naval tradition




The sting of the Hornet

Below CVW-14 is unique amongst west coast air wings. As it is the only
frontline group which includes two squadrons of F-18s within its comploment
of aircraft. These F-18s belong to VFA-113 'Stingers’, the first sperational
Navy unit to transition onto the Hormet in April 1883 from the A-TE Cersair

Right “Let it all hang out.’ The rudders are angled inwards, the large
airbrake is fully deployed. the single slotted Fowler-type flaps are in the
extended position, the tailhook is down, and the refuelling probe is out,
Once the pilot is satisfied all the above mentioned items are operating just as
MeDonnell Douglas intended them to he will tidy up the appearance of his
Hornet and signal that ‘Stinger 308' is ready to taxi out










Opposite above 'Stinger 305" rolls out towards the main taxi ramp. The
ensuing mission will involve four VFA-113 Homers pitted against four
VFA-127 Skyhawks and a pair of VF-126 F-18Ns. VFA-25 and VFA-113 seem
to favour carrying a single tank on each inner wing pylon, whereas most
other F-18 units usually mount a single 330 US gallon tank on the centre
pylon. Whatever the mix, the Hormet's rather short range is the major
"Achilles’ heel' of the aircraft

Opposite below VFA-113 were a very colourful squadron ten years ago
when they were equipped with A-TE Corsairs, Just over 20 years age the
‘Stingers’ were flying the diminutive A-4C Skyhawk over the jungles of
Vietnam. Nq et the sq i d with 4 mixture of BuNo Block
17 and 18 A model Hornets

Above Bombed up and ready to taxi away from the high-explosive loading
pad, the pilot waits for his ground crewman to finish his final check bafore
departing. The small lar fillet attached 1o the wing 1! isa

! ¥ new i ion being i to F-18s to alter the airflow
around the twin tails and reduce strain on these areas, Over-stressing of the
tail units has been another problem which has consistently plagued the
Hornet













A-6E TRAM Intruder

Ledt Fallon is all about putting bombs on targets accurately, and one of the
best aircraft in the business for doing just that is the Intruder. CVW-14's A-6
squadren is VA-196 *Main Battery’, basod at NAS Whidbey lsland in
‘Washington state. During the air wing's three weoek deployment to Fallon the
ten or twalve A-BE TRAM aircraft which form the offensive part of the attack
squadron are usually parked on the high-explosive ramp. This saves turn-
around time between sorties

Below The ‘Main Battery' is an ex-Skyraider squadron, having flown the
venerable ‘Spad’ during the Viemam War. Surprisingly the A-6 is not a good
wisual bombing platform, its forte being radar guided low-level penetration
attacks. The Intruder’s the almost phy y i ical A-6F, has

been put on ice for the moment to try and save funding for the Advanced
Tactical Aircraft (ATA), the proposed ‘wonder weapon’ for the Navy of the
1860a
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Above The high-explosive ramp at Fallon s quite a large area close to the
armaments depot. A modern [acility, the bombing up pan can handle a large
number of aircraft at the one time. The two ‘partners in sirike’ of CVW-14,
the F-18 Hornet and the A-8E TRAM Intruder, were the armourers’ main
customers during the wing's 18 day stay. This particular Intruder, BuNo

160427, ta a0 ¥ new aircraft
in frontline service

P 1o some still knocking around

Right The armourers have finished work on this Intruder and now it sits
awaiting the pilot and bombadier/navigator. The engine covers are hinged
open and the external starter hoses are plugged in. The A-6 is a physically
intimidating machine, the true workhorse of the air wing. Carrying a
comparatively small bomb load, by its standards, of only six retarded Mk B2
500 pounders, this VA-196 belongs to the squadron CO







Right With the temperature
hovering around 100 °F any bit of
shade is occupied with relish, just
ask theso rather warm ‘ordies’ as
they sit beneath the tailplane of
CAG's A-6, The aircralt has the
ventral equipment bay, or simply
the ‘birdeage’, lowered to allow the
squadren maintenance men to check
the Intruder’s electronics, This
particular A-6 sarted life over 20
Years ago as an A model, belore
being updated into its present
configuration in the early 1980s

Above Early morning activity on the
ramp at Fallon. The only difference
betwean this ‘mule’ and those seen
scooting around on the decks af
carriers is that this particular one
has no jet engine starter mounted
on the back. The hangars in the
distance belong to VFA-127 and are
used pariodically by dets from
VFA-106 and 125, the cast and west
coast F-18 training squadrons




Inset Bacause Fallon is the major
live weapons range for the US Navy
it is logical that ordnance
technicians, or 'red shirts’, should
undurtake their initial training at the
air station. ‘Ordies’ usually spend 18
months at Fallon learning how to
assemble bomba, fuse thom safely,
and load them correctly. This
particular armourer is not part of
the training course however, the
rather battered VA-188 sticker on
his eranial indicating that he is in
fact a 'Main Battery' man




Right Clearly visible in this view of
the Intruder is the target recognition
attack multisensor (TRAM) pod. The
first TRAM equipped squadron to
operate from a carrier deck was
VA-185 ‘Boomers' when they
deployed onboard the USS
Constellation in 1977, The small ball
turret baneath the rademe is partly
retractable and contains both
forward leoking infra-red radar
(FLIR) and laser sensors. This allows
the crew to watch real-time
television imagery of non-visual, or
radar targets, and further enhances
the Intruder’s already formidable
all-weather bombing capability




Refuellers

Below Leaving us in no doubt that this is indeed a KA-ED, every possible
hardpoin! on the aircraft has a large external fuel tank attached 1o it
Typically, Intruder squadr have four KA-6Ds on strength and these vital
aircraft usually perform the bulk of refuelling duties for the air wing. VA-196
was soon to be jeined by V5-37 ‘Sawbucks' in the tanker role as the Viking
squadron was expecting 1o take charge of one of the first plumbed K5-3As
during the Fallon deployment




Above 'Starting number two.” This
signal by the pilot informs the
atending ground crew that he is
spoaling up the second Pram &
Whitney ]82-P-8A turbojet engine,
mounted almost directly beneath
him

Right The Navy at cne stage low-
vised some of their Intruder tankers
but quickly reverted back to full
celours when other pilots indicated
that they were having trouble
spotting the aircraft, and judging
distances betweon probe and
drogue when close up to the KA-B.
The squadron's stock of external
tanks are low-vis however










Squadron colours are clearly in evidence on the fail of this KA-6D. Attack
squadrons take pride in the appearance of thair tankers, fying menumants to
former colourful glory days. The Navy originally had 71 early A-6As
converted (o KA-6D smndard during the early 19708, fitting the refuslling
syatem in the ventral 'birdeage’, Current Navy plans call for the venerable
Intruder tanker to soldier on until at Inast the year 2000, If this particular
machine is still flying then it will be close to 40 years old

IS







EA-6B
Prowler

Left Over $100 million worth of
high-tech aireraft sit on the ramp in
front of CVW-14's temporary
maintenance hangar. VAQ-138
‘Cougars’ are a relatively new
EA-6B squadron and like all othar
Prowlor units, call the picturesque
air station on Whidbey Island home.
The EA-6B has been produced in no
less than five different variants,
although the basic outward
appearance of the aircralt has
remained essentially unchanged.
Prowler ‘608" is ono of 45 ICAP 1
(improved capability) aireraft buily,
and in all probability has been
updated 1o ICAP 2 standard. The
differences between these aircraft
basically centre around improved
computer and electronic warfare
capabilities

Inset When viewed from the fron
the Prowler locks a lot like the

aireraft from which it was
developed, the A-6 Intruder. To
help landing signal officers (LSOs)
differentiate between the two

aircraft, crosses, or inverted
radiation symbols as in this case,
are sprayed onto the nose of the
Prowler. Mounied on the centreline
pylon is one of the EA-8B's main
offensive weapons, the AN/ALQ-SSE
integrally-powered “smal

pod







Left A Prowler squadron usually

operates four aircraft, the smallest
unit in the air wing along with the
Hawkoye squadron. However, the

offensive capability of the air wing
depends heavily on the tactical
deployment of these four Prowlers.
Effective ECM techniques are
thoroughly tested at Fallon on the
specially built electronic warfare

Tange

Above An effective use of shade.
Having fnished the briefing for the
return flight to NAS Whidbey Island,
the crew from Prowler ‘809" suit up
before conducting the pre-flight
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Left Partnering Prowler ‘808 on its brief cross-country loray was Prowler
'808". Both aircralt belonged to VAQ-129 ‘Vikings', the EA-8B fleet readiness
squadron, but were crewed, rather unusually, by members of VAQ-138
‘Gauntlets’, CVW-5's resident Prowler unit which is forward deployed 1o NAS
Atsugi in Japan

Above left Only a member of the Prowler cammunity could wear a "bone
deme’ like this

Above right 'Ekme 3’ sorts out his office before climbing in. The role of this
officer (ECMO), 1o give him his proper
title, is to operate the Sanders Associates AN/ALQ-82 communications
jamming system. The weapon's effectiveness was shown in. 1986 when it was
used extensively by the US Sixth Fleet, during Oporations Prairie Fire and El
Darade Canyon, to completely obliterate all Libyan military communications
traffic
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Viking Strike

Left You may wonder what a dedicated anti-submarine warfare aircraft ke
the 5-3A Viking does during the air wing's three weeks at Fallon, an air
station which is most definitely ‘waterless’. Well, the armourers mount triple
ejector racks (TERs) on the single underwing hardpoints and the 5-3 boya go
ot and cause havoc on the weapons range. This particular Viking from VS-
37 ‘Sawbucks’ has just returned from a sortie with a Mk 82 bomb stuck up on
one of its TERs. This tends to raise the anxiety level of the crew slightly until
the bomb is made safe by a team of armourers specially trained to deal with
these problams

Below The shade of things to come. Most 5-3 squadrons now have one or
two of their aircraft sprayed up in low-vis colours. The ‘Sawbucks’ are based
at NAS North Island in San Diego, and like most other ASW squadrons, flew
the 5-2 Tracker lor many years before updating to the ‘whispering hoover’ in
the eary 1970s. The day before this photo was taken Viking "703" had scored
the most amazing direct hit on a smoke flare which was marking the ‘arget’
for anaciking aircraft on the Bravo 17 range



Above The ‘hard grunt' of loading
the retarded bomb now over, the
armourers tighten up the anti-sway
braces and sort out the fuse wiring
for the detonator cap which will
screw into the O-shaped ring at the
front of the weapon

Right Fully bombed up and ready
to go. The Viking was never
designed to be a dive bomber and
a8 a result no sophisticated weapons
delivery radar is fitted. The cre
rely on the "Mark One Eyeball' and
a trusty grease pencil line
strateqically placed on the
vindscroen. This unlikely
combination, tegether with the 5-3's
excellent flying char atics,
make the Viking “strik
formidable force







The ramp

When the air wing's in town the ramp at | bucomes

very lively place
r Wing 14 ramp, and in the
loading pad. A total of 40 aircraft are present










Home on the range

Left ‘The cnemy'. To ereate as real a sce!
aircraft operating on Brave 17, 4th Land Air Missil

ible for the strike
* Squadron (LAMS) of

the US Marine Corps deployed 1o Fallen from Fresno, ornia, Equipped
with the Raythe way-killor) MIM-
missile lat plain overlooking the bamb

. In the loreground is the tracker/illuminator radar,
three-round missile launcher. Alongside ‘Charl

ag 4 mock army camp, a challenging target for the F-18s and A-Gs
4. The HAWEK system is also used by the lranian Army, amao gst
115, 50 the tactics formulated by
of the SAM could possi

drop area on th
and behind it an e

the air wing to counter the

e lives in the future

Bolow A total of 30 marines man this particular
the scorching heat of the Nevada desert. Durin
s battery 32 strikes were m
on Bravo 17. These attacks were f 5 '
and EA-8s, and the men from the 4th LAMS theoreti knocked down 32

aircraf! what that would have looked like if a couple of
imaginary' AGM-88 HARMa (high-velocity anti-radis d been
fired in the direction of 'Charlie’ battery before

ary, an unenviable task in

the briof time the author
de against imaginary targ
wn by & mixed lorce of F-18s, 5-3







Left L
used exte

Above
checke
this buil

de by aircraft
h an AIS/ACMI pod or







Inset No question of cost ovarruns
here! This mock SAM launcher is

just part of the extensive wooden
and plastio army which calls Bravo
17 home

“Now where did | park that bus!
The end of the line for many
clapped-out service buses is at
Fallon. One of these unlucky
vehicles 18 parked in the middle of
the bullsoye on Bravo 1T every
seven to ten days because they
don't unually last much longer than
that, Stucies have been carned out
by the NSWC showing that the

of pilots drops ¥
when no bus is present. God help
the enemy if they travel o the
battlefield in olive drab buses!







Left A line-up of "Eightballers”.
HELANTISUBRON (HS) Eight sent
three Sea Kings to Fallon as part of
the CVW-14 deployment, but like
Vs not a lot of ASW work was
completed! While the squadron was
at the air station they concentrated
on learning combat SAR (Search and
Rescue) techniques developed
specially by the NSWC for HS units

Below The Sea King's distinctive
hull shaped lower fuselage is
clearly visible in this clese-up. The
lip of the fuselage actually hinges
outwards to allow squadron
maintainers access to various radar
and instrument panel assemblies
easily and quickly







g i e et A ——






r blades are

five blades around to him







Left To avoid extensive dust clouds
and foreign object debris (FOD)
problems arising from take-off,
helicopters usually taxi away from
the dispersal area and depart from
a small runway built especially for
them

Above The helicopter ramp
progresses into the Fallon transient

ramp the closer it gets to the main
runway. Bohind this departing HS-8
Sea King can be seon a pair of
VAQ-128 Prowlers and a lone USAF
OV-10A Bronco




Combat SAR

Regular visitors to Fallon are HC-8, the only dedicated combat SAR unit in
the US Navy. HC-8's Sea Kings are often flown by cast coast AEW squadrons
when their air wings deploy to Fallon. This is because  cross-couniry haul in
a Sea King from NAS Jacksonville, Florida, 1o NAS Fallon, Nevada, would

tax the of both

pier and crow to virtual breaking
point!







ing over Vietnam during the late 1960s and early 70s.
d refuslling fuel dumping system, bolt on armour,
and twin 7.

g © matt black, and th
sedium green (Federal Standard 3407

s painted in a low shean




Also present at Fallon for a week's work-up before deployment was a pair of
SH-2F ites which ged to H3L-35 ians' Dot Three. Both the

Seasprite and the Sea King have been operated by the US Navy for over 30
years and although the SH-60 S5ea Hawk is now well established in roary
ranks, these two venarable types are bound 1o be serving with frontline units
well past the year 2000
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Contrasting Seasprites

Left For many years the diminutive Seasprite has worn the traditional glossy
engine grey colour scheme reserved exclusively for utility and light ASW
helicopters. However, all good things must come to an end. New and
reworked Seasprites are filtoring through to H5L squadrons wearing the
tactical paint scheme (TPS) greys

Below This Seasprite was only delivered 1o HSL-38 from the Kaman factory
in April 1988 and embodies all the current updates developed for the
helicopter. The two rather ugly boxes grafted onto the spine of the Seasprite
are an integral part of a new electronic warfare system retrofitted to
helieopters operating in the Persian Guli. The ECM ‘black boxes' combine
with two chafl launcher packs fitted just bohind the senobuoy rack on the
opposite side of the Seasprite. The modification didn't work oo well initially
but HEL-35 were more than pleased with the results of their week's flying on
the electronic warfare range
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Left Also a brand now Seasprite
this particular machine’s only
ancession to TPS is a pair of loy
vis axternal tanks, The ECM
modifications appear to be
performed at squadron lovel

spine, although th

were attached to the fuselage. The
prominent serve flaps fitted 1o ¢
trailing edge of each rotor blade
are also quite visible in this view

Above The colourful squadron
badge of HSL-35 cleatly reflects

squadron complement is 10-12
aireraft from which small shipboard
detachments are formed




Another meodification recently
added to the Seasprite is a FLIR
turret which is mounted beneath the
nose of the helicopter. Although the
actoal turret i not fitted 1o this
Seasprite the mounting is visible just
beneath the nose modex. HSL-35 Det
Three was soon to deploy on a
‘WestPac cruise onboard the USS
Callaghan. one of four Kidd class
destroyers in the US Navy.
Intorestingly, the four Kidd class
vessels were originally built for the
Imparial lranian Navy but wers
never delivered following the
revolution in that country in 1879,
Hence they are nicknamed the
“Ayatollak’ class|










Rescue Huey

Although not a headline grabber, or
the uliimate in medemn technology,
the UH-1N Huey still performs a vital
task at NAS Fallon. Two brightly
coloured Hueys form the base SAR
flight and they are regularly seen
out on the various ranges practising
their extraction lechniques, The
Hight has no designated number but
it does adorn its helicopters with a
‘unit’ emblem, which also doubles
as the helicopter's call sign. Painted
on the black anti-glare panel in front
of the cockpit is the white outline of
a lenghorn steer's skall.
Immediataly above the tilted rotor
blade is a tightly banking F-14
returning from an ACM engagement
over the dosort







NWC Corsairs

Left The Naval Strike Weapons Center operates a mixed bag of aireraft
including the A-TE and its two seat derivative, the TA-7C. The NSWC use the
aireraflt to test different artack profiles on the range, and also to evaluate the
TACTS system itself

Below The Navy received a total of 80 TA-TCs comprising 24 coenverted
A-TBs and 38 A-TCs. Botwoon January 1985 and 1887 all surviving TA-Ts were
re-engined and upgraded by Ling Temco Vought. The rather gutless Pratt &
‘Whitney TF-30 turbofan was swapped for the slightly more powerful Allison
TF-41, automatic manceuvring flaps were installed, new Stencel ejection seats
fitted, and an engine monitoring system put in place
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Opposite above A rather pale A-E sits on the NSWC ramp in the mid-
afterncon sun. Resting on trolleys bencath the wing hardpoints are an
assortment of weapons guidance training devices

Opposite below A ination of power and machine-p gots the
job dene on this Corsair. A intained by efvilian the
NSWC aircraft still have their underwing stores loaded by naval personnal.
The small petral driven motor connected up 1o the wing pylon lifis the finless
Walloye guided glide bomb from the trolley, via a sturdy chain, to the wing
mounting

Above The A-TE is now reaching the end of its service career with the US
MNawvy, most east coast light attack squadrons having already transitioned onto
the F-18 Hornet. By the lock of this Corsair it too may have reached the end
of the operational road alse. The NSWC lighting bolt has been painted out on
the tail, the Allison TF-4] wurbofan has been removed, and the canopy
perspex appears to have ‘gone west' as well. Pitot tube and antenna covers
are in place though, as is the intake tarp, so perhaps Corsair '43' is just
taking a well earned rest
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Troubled Hornet

Below The NSWC opaerates two Hornets, and like many other squadrons
which fly the aircraft, they spend a lot of their time grounded with
powerplant problems. After performing an engine change on this F-18A,
civilian technicians run the aircraft up to test if the replacement General
Electric F404 turbofans are functioning properly




Strike Intruder

Below The third type regularly flown by the Weapons Center is the A-6
Intruder, several being on strength with the flight. All the pilots and crews
assigned to the NSWC are highly experienced in their particular field and
have been chosen to work at NAS Fallon because of this

Opposite above The Intruder is a pugnacious looking aircraft, and a potent
one. The open hatch on the wing has the ram-air-turbine (RAT) attached to it,
a vital piece of machinery should a sudden electrical failure afflict the
aircraft. Hanging down beneath the fuselage is the compact equipment
‘Birdcage’. The large air scoop just forward of the tail was a modification
added to the Intruder during the TRAM retrofit. It acts as an air-conditioner
for the avionics mounted in the ‘birdcage’

Opposite below Intrudor '03' is a well travelled aircraft, having joined the
Navy as long age as 1965, one of 64 built by Grumman that year. Almost
certainly a Viemnam veteran, this former A-8A has been progressively
updated over the ensuing 24 years to its present A-6E TRAM configuration










Low-tech

Left Besides having a complement of almost 30 F-18 Hornets, VFA-125 'Raugh
Raiders’, the west coast ! air group also op

Bight of six Cessna 337Ts as forward air controller (FAC) mounts, These are
the enly 337s in the US Navy and are ex-civilian aircraft bought up to FAC
standard by & g VHF[UHF

Below The diminutive litle Cessna looks rather out of place in view of its
ramp companiens. Several 337s are also based at NAS Lemoore, VFA-125's
home. These aircraft are flown by F-18 instructors who hold special civil FAR
ratings on the ‘push-pull’ Cessna

Overleaf Doctor Who's Tardis on wheels? No, this quaint little mobile hut is
in fact an "RDO Speedwagon'. The ranway duty officer (RDO) uses this
whealed-wonder to communicate with pilots on final approach, just as a
landing signals officer (LSO) would do on board an aircraft-carrier. The coal
dude sheltering from the sun inside the ‘Speedwagon’ is Lisutenant Carrcll
Lefon, an F-18 pilot who doubles as an LSO with VFA-25 ‘Fist ol the Fleet'
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The Osprey SUPERBASE series takes
the enthusiast behind the scenes on the
world's major airbases. This up-front series
features spectacular, exclusive colour
photography from aviation's camera sharp-
shooters. If you want to get inside the
perimeter fence to see today's combat aircraft
in their natural habitat, the SUPERBASE
series is literally where it's at. Here's what's
happening on the Fallon ramp today ...

Future SUPERBASE titles:
BITBURG - PENSACOLA - COLD LAKE -

EL TORO - FORT BRAGG - EDWARDS -
YUMA - KADENA - TYNDALL

Sole distributors for the USA
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